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HIRAM  SWEET. 

A  history  of  Fayette  county,  and  particularly  of  the  town  of  Fayette, 
would  be  very  incomplete  without  a  record  of  the  career  of  this  early  pioneer 
and  prominent  business  man  whose  life-work  is  ended.  Hiram  Sweet  was  a 
man  of  resources,  a  most  capable  business  man,  and  a  citizen  above  reproach. 
He  began  his  life  career  practically  unaided  after  his  seventh  year,  when  his 
father  died.  The  family  was  poor,  and  the  young  boy  had  to  depend  largely 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  was  a  student  and  close  reader  all  through  his 
life,  and  to  this  characteristic,  rather  than  to  educational  opportunities,  is  due 
the  fact  that  he  became  thoroughly  well-informed,  and  always  kept  abreast  of 
the  times  in  matters  of  general  information. 

Hiram  Sweet  was  born  in  Pleasant  Valley,  Fulton  county,  New  York,  on 
the  5th  day  of  November,  1828.  He  was  the  son  of  Amon  and  Cynthia  (Niles) 
Sweet,  who  were  natives  of  Rensselaer  county,  New  York,  and  descendants  of 
English  ancestors.  The  family  settled  in  Rhode  Island  prior  to  the  war  of 
the  Revolution.  The  father  of  Hiram  Sweet  died  in  New  York  in  1834,  but 
the  mother  long  survived  her  husband  and  died  in  Fayette,  Iowa,  in  1873. 
The  boyhood  days  of  the  subject  were  spent  in  Washington  county,  New  York, 
where  he  was  moderately  successful  in  the  various  employments  open  to  him, 
even  in  early  youth;  and  on  Christmas  day,  1854,  he  was  married  in  his  native 
county  to  Diana  Sweet,  a  distant  relative,  and  daughter  of  Simeon  and  Maria 
(Sherwood)  Sweet.  She  was  born  in  Washington  county,  New  York,  in 
1833,  and  was  an  active  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  through  life.  These  young-  people  began  their  domestic  career  in  the 
Empire  state,  but  after  one  year  they  came  to  Fayette,  Iowa,  arriving  here  in 
1855. 

Here  Mr.  Sweet  soon  began  the  career  in  stock  raising,  and  in  buying 
and  selling  stock,  which  was  his  principal  business  through  life.  In  this  he 
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was  phenomenally  successful,  though  meeting  several  severe  reverses;  but 
his  indomitable  energy  and  inherent  pluck  kept  him  afloat,  even  through  the 
most  trying  reverses,  and  enabled  him  to  speedily  recover  and  turn  “defeat 
into  victory.”  He  was  largely  interested  in  wheat  growing  in  Minnesota  dur¬ 
ing  the  palmy  days  of  that  industry,  and  was  not  only  an  extensive  producer, 
but  largely  interested  in  buying  and  selling  that  commodity.  During  the  war 
of  the  Rebellion  he  handled  many  thousands  of  sheep  from  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin,  and  sold  them  throughout  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  and  at  the  same 
time  was  extensively  engaged  in  farming  in  this  county.  His  three-hundred- 
acre  farm  in  Smithfield  township  was  the  admiration  of  all  interested  in  the 
material  development  of  the  county,  even  in  early  days. 

Mr.  Sweet  was  called  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  on  the  12th  of 
August,  1869,  and  two  children  were  thus  left  motherless.  These  are  Ensign 
S.,  born  in  Momence,  Illinois,  October  16,  1855.  He  was  educated  at  the 
Upper  Iowa  University,  at  Fayette,  and  was  engaged  in  business  with  his 
father  until  the  death  of  the  latter.  Ensign  Sweet  married  Agnes  Clarke,  and 
located  at  Chinook,  Choteau  county,  Montana,  near  which  point  were  the 
stock  ranches  in  which  father  and  son  were  jointly  interested.  The  other 
child  born  to  Mr.  Sweet’s  first  marriage  was  Estella  M.,  born  January  8,  1863. 
She  was  educated  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  became  the  wife  of  T.  H. 
Kemmerer,  a  merchant  in  Fayette.  Hiram  Sweet  returned  to  his  native  state 
and  there  married  the  lady  who  now  survives  him,  who  was  Elizabeth  Ransom. 
The  marriage  was  solemnized  on  the  nth  of  January,  1870,  in  White  Creek, 
Washington  county,  New  York.  Miss  Ransom  was  born  in  Rensselaer 
county,  New  York,  March  14,  1847,  ar*d  is  a  daughter  of  R.  J.  and  Eliza 
(Harris)  Ransom.  Her  father  was  born  in  Rensselaer  county,  New  York, 
October  12,  1812,  and  died  in  Iowa  in  July,  1887.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Sweet 
was  born  in  Hartford,  Vermont,  January  16,  1825,  and  during  her  remaining 
years,  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  made  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Sweet.  She  died  in  Fayette  county  in  1891.  These  were  the  parents  of  two 
sons  and  one  daughter.  In  Fayette  county  their  father  bought  a  farm  and 
established  a  home  in  1870,  after  the  marriage  of  their  daughter  to  Mr.  Sweet. 

Dean  Hiram,  the  only  child  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  Sweet  and  Miss 
Ransom,  is  now  a  successful  farmer  and  stock  raiser  in  this  county.  He  was 
born  November  12,  1871,  and,  like  his  brother  and  sister,  enjoyed  the  advan¬ 
tages  of  a  college  education  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  married  Lulu 
Prime,  of  Macjuoketa,  Iowa,  and  daughter  of  O.  G.  and  Catherine  ( Vosherg) 
Prime.  To  this  union  one  daughter,  Helen  E.,  was  born,  her  birth  occurring 
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on  the  20th  of  November,  1901.  She  is  a  bright  little  girl  now  wrestling  with 
the  intricacies  of  the  public  school  system. 

Hiram  Sweet,  after  a  sojourn  here  exceeding  the  allotted  span  of  human 
life,  and  a  career  of  great  activity  and  usefulness,  was  called  to  his  reward  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1905.  He  left  an  enviable  record  as  a  man  and  citizen, 
and  his  demise  was  mourned  by  a  very  large-  circle  of  life-long  friends.  He 
possessed  a  generous  nature,  and  was  kind  and  liberal  with  the  poor  and  un¬ 
fortunate.  He  was  a  public-spirited  man,  and  did  much  to  encourage  and 
assist  the  upbuilding  of  the  town  and  community  where  half  a  century  of  his 
life  was  spent. 

In  political  views  Mr.  Sweet  was  a  strong  Republican,  active  in  his  way, 
in  the  promotion  of  the  principles  of  his  party,  and  always  loyal  to  his  friends 
in  every  avenue  of  life.  The  sympathy  of  the  entire  community  went  out 
to  his  devoted  wife  in  this  sore  bereavement,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the  public 
loss  of  an  honored  and  worthy  citizen  from  among  the  activities  of  life. 

Mrs..  Sweet  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement,  and  it  is  a  source  of 
pleasure  to  her  friends  to  know  that  she  still  has  the  love  and  kindly  care  of  a 
dutiful  son,  and  the  embraces  of  a  loved  and  loving  granddaughter. 


HOMER  W.  FLANAGAN. 

The  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  gentleman  whose  career  is  briefly 
sketched  in  the  following  lines  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  railway  service  and 
is  now  one  of  the  trusted  and  honored  employes  of  the  corporation  with  which 
he  has  long  been  identified.  He  also  stands  high  as  a  citizen  and  since  taking 
up  his  residence  at  Oelwein  has  been  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  city  and 
active  in  promoting  every  enterprise  for  the  public  good.  Homer  W.  Flana¬ 
gan  is  a  native  of  Holmes  county,  Ohio,  and  dates  his  birth  from  June  27, 
1857,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the  town  of  Millersburg,  where  his 
parents  settled  many  years  ago.  His  father,  John  Flanagan,  was  born  in 
Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  went  to  Ohio  in  his  boyhood,  subsequently 
(1869)  removing  from  that  state  to  Stan  wood,  Iowa,  locating  two  years  later 
at  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  still  resides.  He  married,  in  Holmes  county,  Ohio, 
Ellen  Spielman,  whose  parents  were  among  the  early  inhabitants  of  Holmes 
county,  her  family  having  been  represented  in  that  part  of  the  state  since  the 
pioneer  period. 

Homer  W.  Flanagan  was  a  lad  of  twelve  when  his  parents  moved  to 
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Iowa,  and  from  1869  to  1871  he  attended  the  schools  of  Stanwood.  He 
finished  his  education  at  Cedar  Rapids  while  still  a  youth  and  on  laying  aside 
his  studies  entered  the  shops  of  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Minnesota 
railway  in  that  city  to  learn  the  painter’s  trade.  In  July,  1880,  he  went  to 
Dubuque  where  he  followed  his  chosen  calling  for  one  year  with  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railway,  at  Oxford  Junction,  where  he  remained  dur¬ 
ing  the  ensuing  three  years  and  eight  months.  Leaving  that  point,  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  at  Chicago,  but  after  a  year  in  that 
city  went  to  Topeka,  Kansas,  where  he  spent  ten  months  with  the  Santa  Fe 
road,  after  which  he  worked  sixteen  months  at  Grand  Island  for  the  Union 
Pacific  and  in  1889  engaged  with  the  Chicago  Great  Western  at  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota.  After  a  service  of  ten  years  at  the  latter  place  Mr.  Flanagan  came 
to  Oelwein,  Iowa,  where  he  has  resided  continuously  since  1899,  being  at  this 
time  foreman  of  the  painting  department  in  the  railroad  shops  of  this  city, 
which  position  he  has  held  with  the  Chicago  Great  Western  company  for  a 
period  of  fifteen  years.  In  1897  he  joined  the  Master  Car  Painters’  Associa¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  which  meets  once  a  year,  and  his  high 
standing  in  this  is  indicative  of  his  skill  as  a  painter,  also  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  him  by  his  fellow  members. 

Mr.  Flanagan  is  a  master  of  his  vocation  and  enjoys  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  various  railroads  with  which  he  has  been  identified.  Since  lo¬ 
cating  at  Oelwein  he  has  become  an  influential  factor  in  all  that  concerns  the 
growth  and  welfare  of  the  city,  and  as  an  enterprising  citizen  he  occupies  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  public  eye.  With  the  exception  of  one  year  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  local  school  board  since  1900  and  in  that  capacity  has 
done  much  to  promote  the  cause  of  education,  besides  being  active  in  advanc¬ 
ing  the  interests  of  various  utilities  and  contributing  not  a  little  to  the  honor¬ 
able  position  which  Oelwein  now  enjoys  among  the  cities  of  the  state. 

On  February  3,  1886,  Mr.  Flanagan  was  united  in  marriage  with  Isabel 
Magee,  of  Marion,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Isabel  (Armstrong)  Magee, 
the  union  being  blessed  with  six  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows  :  Blanche, 
Robert,  Myrtle,  Daisy,  Marion  and  Gertrude,  all  members  of  the  home  circle 
except  Blanche,  who  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Jamison  and  the  mother  of  a  son 
who  answers  to  the  name  of  Plarry  B. 

Mr.  Flanagan  is  a  believer  in  secret  fraternal  and  benevolent  work  and 
belongs  to  Hebron  Lodge  No.  374,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Oel¬ 
wein  ;  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  at  West  Lhiion : 
Oelwein  Chapter  No.  145,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Elkader  Temple,  Mystic 
Shrine,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  at  Oelwein.  in  all 
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of  which  he  has  risen  to  high  standing  besides  being  honored  with  important 
official  positions  from  time  to  time.  In  addition  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  he 
is  also  identified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  for  some  years 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  workers  in  the  Oelwein  camp, 
the  success  of  which  is  largely  due  to  his  efforts  and  behalf.  Mrs.  Flanagan 
is  also  an  enthusiastic  member  of  several  fraternal  orders,  belonging  to  Chapter 
45,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  to  Myrtle  Temple  No.  2,  Pythian  Sisters, 
at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  of  which  she  is  a  charter  member,  besides  holding  an 
important  office  in  the  grand  lodge  of  Pythian  Sisters  of  Iowa.  She  is  a 
Presbyterian  in  her  religious  faith  and  a  worthy  member  of  the  church  at 
Oelwein  and  all  lines  of  good  work  have  her  hearty  sympathy  and  support. 
Mrs.  Flanagan’s  parents  came  to  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland,  where 
her  ancestors  had  lived  for  several  generations.  She  inherits  from  her  sturdy 
Scotch  antecedents  many  of  the  sterling  qualities  for  'which  that  dual  nation¬ 
ality  has  long  been  distinguished  and  as  a  wife  and  mother  her  life  has  been 
beautiful,  her  character  above  reproach  and  her  influence  salutary  among  all 
with  whom  she  comes  into  contact.  With  her  husband,  who  is  a  gentleman  of 
fine  address  and  popular  with  a  large  number  of  friends,  she  moves  in  the  best 
social  circles  of  Oelwein,  their  beautiful  home  being  the  abode  of  a  generous 
hospitality  and  favorite  resort  of  a  class  of  society  whose  tastes  and  influence, 
like  their  own,  have  made  for  the  culture  and  best  interests  of  the  community. 


JOHN  FRAZER  PATTISON,  M.  D. 

The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  of  Faj^ette  county’s  progressive  and 
talented  professional  men,  who,  while  yet  young  in  years,  has,  by  close  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  individual  affairs,  achieved  marked  success  in  one  of  the  most  exact¬ 
ing  of  callings  and  risen  to  an  honorable  position  among  the  enterprising  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  locality  with  which  his  interests  are  identified.  It  is  a  plain  record, 
rendered  remarkable  by  no  strange  or  mysterious  adventure,  no  wonderful  or 
lucky  accident  and  no  tragic  situation,  but  withal  it  is  a  career  worthy  of  emu¬ 
lation  by  the  discouraged  youth  who  have  met  seemingly  insurmountable  ob¬ 
stacles  thwarting  his  path  to  the  goal  of  prosperity  and  success,  for  it  shows 
„  what  may  be  accomplished  when  proper  principles  are  rightly  applied  in  the 
everyday  affairs  of  life. 

Dr.  John  Frazer  Pattison,  scion  of  an  old  and  prominent  family,  the  son 
of  Dr.  Israel  Pattison,  ‘who  for  years  was  one  of  the  leading  medical  men  of 
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this  county,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Oelwein,  June  3,  1874,  and  there  he  grew 
to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  Seeking  to  broaden  his 
knowledge  of  the  world  at  large,  young  Pattison,  after  finishing  his  preparatory 
schooling,  joined  the  United  States  navy,  early  in  1889,  and  he  was  thus  given 
an  opportunity  to  visit  a  large  number  of  the  interesting  countries  of  the 
world,  having  seen  India,  China  and  Africa,  spending  three  years  in  the 
Orient.  Having  entered  the  service  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  he  was  sent  to  New¬ 
port,  Virginia,  where  he  remained  seven  months,  then  was  sent  to  the  West 
Indies  on  a  training  ship.  Returning  to  the  United  States  in  about  three 
months,  he  was  placed  on  a  full  rigged  vessel  (both  sailing  and  steam),  the 
“Lancaster,”  and  sent  on  a  three  years’  cruise  around  the  south  of  Africa  to 
Batavia,  through  the  East  Indies  to  Hong  Kong,  China,  and  cruised  up  and 
down  in  Chinese  waters  for  a  long  time  and  returned  by  way  of  the  Suez  canal, 
the  cruise  taking  three  years  and  four  months.  After  a  furlough  of  one 
month,  he  returned  to  the  navy  and  was  assigned  to  the  first-class  cruiser  “New 
York,”  which  was  then  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Evans’  fleet.  From  there  he 
was  placed  in  the  school  of  gunnery  at  Washington,  and  there  he  learned  all 
the  different  trades  needed  in  making  guns  and  accouterments.  He  was  then 
sent  to  Newport  to  study  electricity  and  diving,  but  his  time  of  enlistment  ex¬ 
pired  before  he  finished  his  course.  Many  of  his  class-mates  re-enlisted  and 
they  were  sent  on  the  “Maine”  and  were  with  that  ill-starred  vessel  when  it 
was  blown  up  in  Havana  harbor  in  February,  1898. 

After  leaving  the  navy  Mr.  Pattison  went  to  the  medical  department  of 
the  University  of  Buffalo  and  took  a  preparatory  course  in  medicine,  having- 
decided  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  his  father  in  the  matter  of  a  profession. 
Before  completing  the  course  war  was  declared  with  Spain  and  he  left  college 
for  the  purpose  of  re-enlisting  in  the  navy.  He  was  assigned  to  the  “New 
Orleans,”  a  vessel  bought  from  Brazil  and  which  joined  the  fleet  at  Hampton 
Roads,  and  went  to  Key  West,  Florida,  thence  to  Santiago,  Cuba,  where  the 
“New  Orleans,”  while  on  scout  duty,  found  Cervera’s  fleet  in  Santiago  harbor 
and  reported  it.  After  the  destruction  of  this  fleet  the  “New  Orleans”  and 
other  ships  were  sent  to  Porto  Rico,  where  they  remained  until  after  the  close 
of  the  war.  Five  weeks  later  they  were  ordered  home  and  mustered  out.  For 
faithful  service  and  duties  well  performed  young  Pattison  was  given  a  medal 
by  his  government,  his  services  having  been  indeed  meritorious  through  the 
war. 

After  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  Pattison  returned  home  and  soon 
entered  the  University  of  Kansas,  where  he  completed  his  medical  course.  He 
returned  then  to  Oelwein  and  for  about  three  years  practiced  medicine  in  com- 
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pany  with  his  father  or  until  the  latter’s  death.  Since  then  he  has  practiced  in¬ 
dependently  and  he  has  from  the  first  enjoyed  a  large  and  growing  patronage 
and  ranks  high  with  the  medical  fraternity  in  northeastern  Iowa.  He  keeps 
thoroughly  posted  on  the  latest  discoveries  in  this  science  and,  always  a  stu¬ 
dent,  he  has  become  profoundly  versed  in  all  phases  of  his  profession. 

In  1902  Doctor  Pattison  was  married  to  Amy  Beal,  daughter  of  George 
Beal,  who  was  formerly  proprietor  of  a  large  laundry  at  Minneapolis,  Minne¬ 
sota.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Pattison  have  one  son,  Donald  I. 

From  the  time  he  first  began  practicing  until  July,  1909,  Doctor  Pattison 
was  surgeon  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company,  he  having  re¬ 
signed  the  position.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  having  attained 
the  Royal  Arch  degree ;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  belongs  to  the 
county  and  state  medical  associations  and  the  Mississippi  Valley  Medical  As¬ 
sociation. 


DILLY  NELSON  PATTISON,  M.  D. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  physicians  and  surgeons  of  the  younger 
generation  of  professional  men  in  Fayette  county  is  Dr.  Dilly  Nelson  Pattison, 
one  of  those  estimable  characters  whose  integrity  and  strong  personality  must 
force  them  into  an  admirable  notoriety,  which  their  modesty  never  seeks,  who 
command  the  respect  of  their  contemporaries  and  leave  the  impress  of  their 
personalities  upon  the  period  in  which  they  live,  he  being  one  of  a  trio  of  emi¬ 
nent  medical  men  of  this  old  and  influential  family,  one  of  the  best  known  and 
most  highly  respected  in  the  county. 

Doctor  Pattison  is  the  second  son  of  the  late  Dr.  Israel  Pattison  and  a 
brother  of  Dr.  John  F.  Pattison,  whose  sketches  appear  on  other  pages  of  this 
work.  He  was  born  in  Oelwein,  Iowa,  January  16,  1876,  and  his  boyhood 
was  spent  in  this  city,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools.  After  leaving 
school  he  took  a  competitive  examination  for  admission  to  the  United  States 
Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  and.  upon  the  recommendation  of  Congressman 
Thomas  Updegraf,  was  appointed  as  a  cadet.  While  a  student  of  the  navy 
department  he  received  instruction  and  training  for  both  land  and  naval  service 
and  was  given  a  long  cruise  on  a  training  ship,  during  which  time  he  saw  land 
but  once  in  three  months.  After  leaving  Annapolis  he  completed  a  course  in 
medicine  and  surgery  at  the  University  of  Iowa.  There  he  was  taught  by  able 
instructors,  men  eminent  in  their  profession  for  the  branches  which  they  taught, 
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and  being  an  ardent  student,  his  progress  was  rapid  and  he  made  a  splendid 
record,  receiving  his  diploma  in  1897.  Immediately  thereafter  he  entered  upon 
the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  Oelwein  with  his  father  and  he  met  with 
instantaneous  success.  For  over  twelve  years  he  was  surgeon  for  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  Railroad  Company  at  Oelwein,  rendering  them  entire  satis¬ 
faction  at  all  times. 

About  1900  he  and  his  father  and  Dr.  John  F.  Pattison,  his  brother,  estab¬ 
lished  a  hospital  in  Oelwein  for  the  treatment  of  emergency  cases,  which  has 
been  an  institution  of  great  benefit  and  has  been  popular  and  widely  known, 
having  been  well  patronized  from  the  start,  answering  well  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  intended,  there  being  no  other  in  or  near  Oelwein.  Doctor  Patti¬ 
son  is  especially  skilled  in  surgery  and  holds  high  rank  with  the  best  in  this  part 
of  the  state. 

In  politics  Doctor  Pattison  is  a  Republican  and  he  takes  a  patriotic  inter¬ 
est  in  public  affairs  of  Oelwein,  in  which  city  he  has  very  ably  served  as  council¬ 
man  and  also  as  city  physician.  He  is  also  well  known  in  fraternal  circles, 
being  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen,  and  of  the  Masons,  in  which  he  has 
taken  all  the  degrees  up  to  and  including  the  thirty-second  degree,  and  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine;  he 
belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  of  which  he  is  past 
exalted  ruler- — in  fact  he  is  known  throughout  the  state  in  fraternal  circles  and 
has  long  been  influential  in  them. 

In  December,  1904,  Doctor  Pattison  was  united  in  marriage  with  Emma 
Sclniknecht,  of  Waverly,  Iowa,  where  her  family  have  long  been  very  favor¬ 
ably  known.  This  union  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Dorothy 
Alice  and  Arthur  Coleman.  Doctor  Pattison  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  of  which  they  are  faithful  attendants  and  liberal  supporters. 


HIRAM  B.  HOYT. 

Few  men  of  a  past  generation  in  Fayette  county  were  more  promi¬ 
nently  identified  with  her  business  interests,  her  leading  enterprises  and  did 
more  for  the  general  upbuilding  of  the  community  than  the  late  Hiram 
B.  Hoyt,  who  was  a  resident  of  West  Union  from  its  infancy,  1853,  until 
his  death,  January  3,  1906,  and  he  will  long  be  remembered  and  highly 
esteemed  by  a  host  of  friends  here.  He  was  born  in  Ridgefield,  Fairfield 
county,  Connecticut,  December  17,  1830,  and  was  the  son  of  Daniel  and 
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Prua  (Keeler)  Hoyt.  The  father,  born  in  Westchester  county,  New  York, 
in  November,  1806,  was  of  English  descent  and  he  died  in  Vermont  in  the 
autumn  of  1878.  According  to  tradition,  the  Hoyt  family  in  America  is 
traced  to  three  brothers  who  settled  on  the  Eastern  coast  in  colonial  days, 
the  branch  to  which  Hiram  B.  Hoyt  belonged  being  descended  from  the  one 
who  settled  in  Connecticut.  The  mother  of  Mr.  Hoyt  was  also  a  native 
of  Fairfield  county,  Connecticut,  of  German  lineage. 

Hiram  B.  Hoyt  was  reared  in  his  native  community  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  Upon  reaching  maturity  he  left  home 
and  began  life  for  himself,  locating  first  at  South  Hero,  Grand  Isle  county, 
Vermont,  and  there  married  Juliett  Kent,  who  was  born  in  that  county  in 
1832,  of  English  ancestry,  being  the  daughter  of  Helmer  Kent  and  wife. 
Their  marriage  was  celebrated  on  February  22,  1853,  and  in  the  autumn  of 
that  year  they  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Fayette  county,  settling  in  Illyria 
township,  in  1854,  where  Mr.  Hoyt  farmed  about  two  years,  then  moved  to 
another  farm  two  miles  north  of  West  Union. 

There  he  remained  until  1868,  when  he  moved  to  the  city  and  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  company  with  Samuel  Holton,  under  the  firm 
name  of  Hoyt  &  Holton,  which  partnership  lasted  until  1878,  when  Mr. 
Hoyt  purchased  his  partner's  interests  and  conducted  the  business  alone 
until  January,  1890,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son,  F.  E.  Hoyt,  and  his 
nephew,  W.  W.  Wright.  In  January,  1891,  Mr.  Hoyt  purchased  Mr. 
Wright's  interest  and  the  firm  is  now  known  as  Hoyt  &  Son.  An  indica¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Hoyt's  splendid  business  ability  is  seen  from  the  fact  that  he 
continued  in  the  hardware  business  for  over  forty  years.  He  built  up  a  very 
liberal  patronage  and  was  long  one  of  the  leading  merchants  and  business 
men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Hoyt’s  wife  was  called  to  her  rest  in  April,  1873,  leaving  three 
children,  one  son  and  two  daughters:  Ella  S.  is  the  wife  of  Ed.  P.  Sears, 
of  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah;  Florence  A.  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Andrews,  of 
Alliance,  Nebraska  ;  Fred  E.,  who  married  Margaret  Smith,  is  a  hardware 
merchant  in  West  Union.  Mr.  Hoyt  was  again  married  November  23, 
1876,  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  to  Hattie  A.  Booth,  daughter  of  William 
and  Lydia  Booth,  and  a  native  of  Albany,  New  York.  The  latter  marriage 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  daughters,  Minnie  B.,  wife  of  Eugene  S.  Law¬ 
yer,  for  three  years  a  resident  of  Los  Angeles,  California,  and  now  is  en¬ 
gaged  in  running  a  correspondence  school;  Grace  W.,  who  married  F.  W. 
Schneider,  a  druggist  in  West  Union,  Iowa. 
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Mr.  Hoyt  for  many  years  was  prominently  connected  with  various 
business  interests  in  West  Union.  He  helped  organize  the  Fayette  County 
National  Bank  in  1873  and  was  a  member  of  its  board  of  directors  continu¬ 
ously  until  his  death.  He  also  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings  Bank  in  1875,  of  which  he  was  president  for  many  years 
up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hoyt  was  a  Republican  and  he  was  inclined  to  Univer- 
salism  in  his  religious  views.  Fraternally  he  was  a  member  of  West  Union 
Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  During  his  residence  of 
over  half  a  century  in  Fayette  county  he  was  known  to  its  citizens  as  a 
man  whose  word  was  as  good  if  not  better  than  the  bond  of  many,  whose 
course,  in  every  respect,  was  highly  commendable,  rendering  him  popular 
with  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 


FAYETTE  I.  LUCE. 

The  well  known  subject  of  this  review  is  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
born  near  the  village  of  Eden,  Eden  township,  on  the  nth  day  of  October, 
1856.  His  father,  Charles  McKenzie  Luce,  was  a  Vermonter  by  birth,  and 
his  mother,  whose  family  name  was  Jerusha  Elizabeth  Walton,  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York.  These  parents,  when  young,  accompanied  their  respective 
families  to  Illinois  and  were  married  at  Des  Plaines,  that  state,  shortly  after¬ 
wards  coming  to  Iowa,  and  in  1851  Mr.  Luce  purchased  a  tract  of  government 
land  in  Eden  township,  which  in  due  time  he  developed  into  a  farm,  subse¬ 
quently  purchasing  other  land  near  Eden  village,  which  he  also  improved.  By 
occupation  he  was  a  carpenter  and  on  settling  in  Fayette  county  found  ample 
opportunities  for  the  exercise  of  his  mechanical  ability  in  the  constructing  of 
dwellings  and  other  buildings,  for  bis  neighbors.  He  also  kept  a  shop  and 
when  not  otherwise  busy,  engaged  in  repairing  their  wagons,  sleds  and  farm¬ 
ing  implements  and  doing  all  kinds  of  mending,  having  been  very  proficient 
with  tools  and  capable  of  throwing  his  hand  to  almost  any  kind  of  skillful  work. 
Ere  locating  in  Fayette  county,  Charles  McK.  Luce  traveled  on  foot  over  the 
greater  part  of  northeastern  Iowa  and  into  Minnesota,  spending  about  three 
months  in  observing  the  country  and  comparing  the  advantages  of  its  various 
localities.  Being  especially  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  that  part  of  Fayette 
county  now  included  within  the  limits  of  Eden  township,  he  finally  selected  a 
quarter  section  adjoining  the  present  site  of  Waucoma,  which  he  afterwards 
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sold  to  Sid  Southerland  and,  as  already  indicated,  afterwards  made  a  second 
purchase  near  the  village  of  Eden,  to  which  he  removed  his  family  in  the  fall 
of  1852  or  1853.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luce  moved  to  their  new  home  in  a  wagon 
drawn  by  oxen  and  their  first  dwelling  was  a  rude  habitation  hastily  constructed 
of  slabs  so  as  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  winter  which  was  rapidly  approaching. 
It  was  completed  in  good  time,  however,  and,  if  not  very  elegant,  proved  a 
fairly  comfortable  protection  against  the  cold  and  wind.  Mr.  Luce  lived  on 
the  farm  a  number  of  years  and  still  owns  a  part  of  it,  the  land  being  at  this 
time  among  the  best  improved  and  most  valuable  in  the  county. 

Among  those  who  came  to  Fayette  county  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Luce  and 
lived  in  the  same  community  were  Edgar  Peet,  his  brother-in-law,  Samuel 
Waters  and  Samuel  Hale,  with  their  respective  families,  also  the  Leslie  and 
Southerland  families,  all  of  whom  are  dead  or  have  moved  to  other  parts,  the 
widow,  Mrs.  Southerland,  living  at  this  time  in  Waucoma.  In  the  clearing  and 
developing  of  the  country  he  took  an  active  and  influential  part,  was  a  leading 
spirit  in  establishing  the  first  school  in  his  township  and  for  years  thereafter 
his  interest  in  the  educational  social  and  moral  improvement  of  the  community 
did  not  abate.  His  good  wife  died  on  March  3,  1897,  after  the  two  had  trodden 
life's  pathway  together  for  over  forty-six  years,  during  which  time  they  reared 
a  family  of  eight  sons,  besides  a  son  and  daughter  that  died  young,  the  former 
at  the  age  of  six  years,  the  latter  in  infancy.  All  their  sons  grew  to  manhood, 
and  became  respected  citizens  in  their  various  places  of  residence.  Their  names 
in  order  of  birth  are  as  follows:  Julius  Caesar,  of  Groton,  South  Dakota; 
Thomas  Walton,  a  blacksmith  living  in  Illinois;  George  Costello,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  California;  Charles  Willard,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years;  Fremont 
Thaddeus,  of  Groton,  South  Dakota;  Fayette  I.,  of  this  review;  Ernest  Riving- 
ton,  of  Browns  Valley,  California,  and  Elmer  Elsworth,  of  San  Francisco,  that 
state;  Fremont  T.  and  the  subject  being  twins.  The  one  that  died  in  child¬ 
hood  bore  the  name  of  Jerome. 

Julius  Caesar  Luce,  of  Groton,  South  Dakota,  the  oldest  of  the  family, 
enlisted  when  a  lad  of  fifteen  in  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  before  his 
sixteenth  year  saw  a  great  deal  of  active  service  in  the  war  with  the  Sioux 
Indians,  in  the  Dakotas.  He  was  with  General  Sully’s  command  during  the 
year  1863  and  was  one  of  the  three  hundred  picked  scouts  selected  to  locate  the 
hostiles,  a  duty  fraught  with  danger,  as  the  sequel  will  show.  In  topping  a 
high  ridge  they  found  themselves  right  in  the  Indian  camp,  too  close  to 
withdraw,  so  they  held  a  parley,  during  which  there  was  considerable  visiting 
back  and  forth  until  the  close  of  the  pow-wow  at  sundown.  It  was  death  to 
attempt  to  retreat  and  massacre  in  its  most  horrible  form  to  remain,  certainly 
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a  perilous  dilemma  in  which  to  be  placed.  A  half  breed  scout  succeeded  in 
eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  Indian  sentries  and,  making  his  escape,  informed 
General  Sully  of  the  terrible  predicament  of  the  little  band  of  scouts,  where¬ 
upon  General  Sully,  by  a  forced  march,  swung  his  command  on  both  sides  of  the 
encampment,  just  as  the  latter  were  preparing  to  fire  on  the  whites  and  begin 
their  harvest  of  death.  At  the  unexpected  appearance  of  reinforcements,  the 
hostiles  lost  no  time  in  opening  the  action,  but  fired  at  once,  the  scouts  being 
only  a  few  feet  distant.  At  the  first  volley  the  horse  on  which  young  Luce  was 
mounted  fell  in  his  tracks,  the  rider  escaping  only  by  catching  hold  of  the 
stirrup  of  a  comrade  and  being  dragged  from  the  scene  of  danger.  Succeed¬ 
ing,  however,  in  catching  a  free  animal,  he  hastily  mounted  and  was  soon  in 
the  midst  of  the  fight  and  bravely  did  his  part  in  defeating  the  enemy  in  one  of 
the  most  sanguinary  engagements  of  the  war.  In  1889  the  government  chose 
J.  C.  Luce  one  of  the  members  selected  to  locate  the  spot  and  mark  the  graves  of 
twenty-three  soldiers  killed  during  the  fight,  among  whom  was  Lieutenant 
Leavitt,  commander  of  the  scouts.  The  monument  to  those  heroic  dead  was 
unveiled  with  appropriate  ceremonies  on  October  12,  1909,  Mr.  Luce  being  a 
conspicuous  figure  on  the  occasion.  Leavitt  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
at  Groton,  South  Dakota,  to  which  Mr.  Luce  belongs,  was  named  in  honor  of 
the  gallant  commander  referred  to,  who  was  killed  while  bravely  leading  his 
men  against  their  wily  foe. 

George  C.  Luce  was  superintendent  of  a  large  sugar  plantation  in  the 
Hawaian  islands,  besides  being  employed  in  different  capacities  throughout  the 
west,  including  stock  raising  and  mining,  having  been  superintendent  of  a  silver 
mine  for  some  time  in  one  of  the  territories. 

Fayette  I.  Luce  grew  up  on  a  farm  and  as  early  as  his  tenth  year  was 
thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  from  which  time  on  he  depended  upon  nobody 
but  himself  for  his  livelihood.  His  education  was  obtained  in  the  public  schools 
which  he  attended  until  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  At  the  age  of  twenty-six 
Mr.  Luce  began  dealing  in  horses  and  devoted  about  twenty-eight  years  to 
that  line  of  business,  during  which  time  he  has  bought  and  shipped  hundreds 
of  carloads  of  animals  to  the  Dakotas,  also  to  the  various  eastern  cities.  For 
the  greater  part  of  twenty-eight  years  he  has  made  a  market  for  horses  through¬ 
out  all  of  northeastern  Iowa,  also  other  parts  of  the  state,  his  dealings  taking 
a  very  wide  range  and  bringing  him  in  contact  with  the  leading  horsemen  in 
the  west,  paying  out  during  the  period  indicated  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  in  the  prosecution  of  the  business  which  from  the  beginning  has  grown 
steadily  in  magnitude  and  yielded  him  a  very  liberal  income.  Financially  he  is 
now  among  the  wealthy  men  of  his  township  and  county  and  his  rating  every- 


757 


1256170 

FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 

where  is  strictly  first  class  and  his  reputation  as  an  enterprising  though  care¬ 
ful  and  judicious  business  man  is  above  reproach.  In  addition  to  the  line  of 
business  to  which  he  gives  his  special  attention,  Mr.  Luce  is  also  interested  in 
merchandising  and  agriculture,  during  the  past  twenty  years  having  been  pro¬ 
prietor  of  a  well  stocked  general  store  at  Eden  village,  besides  owning  valuable 
farming  lands  in  the  county,  both  of  which  add  very  materially  to  his  earnings. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  lived  in  Waucoma,  where  he  owns  a  beautiful  and 
desirable  home  and  where  by  honorable  business  methods,  unswerving  integrity 
and  upright,  manly  conduct  he  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his 
fellow  citizens,  few,  if  any,  standing  higher  than  he  in  general  esteem  or  filling 
a  larger  place  in  the  public  eye.  He  belongs  to  an  old  and  honored  family 
and,  to  his  knowledge,  has  never  marred  the  luster  of  its  escutcheon  nor  brought 
discredit  to  any  of  the  long  line  of  sterling  ancestors  from  whom  he  is 
descended. 

Mr.  Luce  was  married,  November  n,  1890,  to  Rosamond  M.  Rogers, 
daughter  of  R.  F.  and  Clara  C.  (Utter)  Rogers,  of  Eden  township,  the  union 
being  blessed  with  two  sons,  Othmar  Carleton  and  Gordon  Raymond  Luce, 
aged  seventeen  and  thirteen  years  respectively,  the  former  a  student  of  Iowa 
College  at  Grinnell,  Iowa,  the  latter  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  high  school  of 
Waucoma.  Both  sons  are  exceedingly  bright  and  intelligent  and  Mr.  Luce 
has  spared  neither  money  nor  pains  in  their  education,  providing  them  with 
the  best  possible  intellectual  improvement,  in  which  laudable  aim  he  is  heartily 
seconded  by  the  young  gentlemen  themselves.  They  are  prosecuting  their 
studies  very  earnestly  with  the  object  in  view  of  fitting  themselves  for  useful 
and  honorable  positions  in  life  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  bespeak  for  each  a 
bright  and  promising  future. 


THOMAS  HETHERTON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  an  old,  esteemed  resident  of  Eden  township 
now  living  in  honorable  retirement,  was  born  in  Kings  county,  Ireland,  in 
1829,  and  in  1847,  the  year  of  the  terrible  famine  in  that  country,  came  to  the 
United  States  and  spent  the  seven  years  ensuing  in  New  York  city,  working 
at  the  baker's  trade.  Imbued  with  the  idea  of  becoming  a  farmer  and  land 
owner,  he  came  to  Iowa  in  1854  and,  being  pleased  'with  that  part  of  the 
country  which  is  now  Eden  township,  decided  to  make  it  his  home,  accordingly 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  government  land,  the  same  on  which  he  still  lives,  and 
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at  once  proceeded  to  improve  the  same.  In  due  time  he  built  a  small  log  cabin, 
which  answered  the  purpose  of  a  dwelling  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
addressed  himself  to  the  more  difficult  task  of  clearing  and  grubbing  out  a  farm, 
the  land  being  largely  post  oak  and  requiring  much  hard  work  to  fit  it  for  culti¬ 
vation.  During  the  time  thus  engaged  he  was  obliged  to  do  nearly  all  of  his 
marketing  at  McGregor,  about  sixty  miles  distant,  and  it  was  no  little  matter 
to  haul  his  grain  and  other  products  of  the  farm  that  far  and  sell  them  at  the 
small  prices  'which  then  obtained  or  exchange  them  for  groceries,  provisions, 
etc.,  with  the  advantage  always  in  the  favor  of  the  merchant. 

After  living  on  his  place  for  some  time  and  getting  the  land  in  fair  con¬ 
dition  for  tillage,  Mr.  Hetherton  went  to  Dubuque  to  take  charge  of  a  bakery, 
which  position  he  held  for  two  years  and  the  earnings  from  which  helped  him 
very  materially  in  his  subsequent  farming  enterprise.  By  well  directed  labor 
and  effective  management  he  succeeded  in  due  time  in  bringing  his  land  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  besides  making  a  number  of  substantial  improvements, 
erecting  a  new  and  greatly  enlarged  dwelling  about  the  year  1880,  and  at  inter¬ 
vals  previous  to  and  after  that  date  adding  buildings  which  added  much  to  the 
appearance  and  value  of  the  place.  The  original  cabin  in  which  the  family 
lived  during  the  pioneer  period  and  experienced  many  of  the  joys  and  vicissi¬ 
tudes  of  the  early  times  was  standing  in  1910,  being  in  the  rear  of  the  present 
residence  and  serving  as  a  reminder  of  days  and  scenes  forever  past. 

Mr.  Hetherton  has  always  been  an  honest,  industrious  man  and  an  excel¬ 
lent,  praiseworthy  citizen,  ever  attending  strictly  to  his  own  affairs  and  fulfill¬ 
ing  his  obligations  with  the  scrupulous  exactness  characteristic  of  one  who 
makes  his  word  as  sacred  as  his  bond.  His  relations  with  his  neighbors  and 
friends  have  always  been  above  the  suspicion  of  wrong  and  by  upright  life  he 
has  maintained  unsullied  the  honor  of  the  family  which  he  so  worthily  repre¬ 
sents.  A  Democrat  is  principle  and  on  state  and  national  issues  voting  with 
his  party,  he  is  not  a  politician  and  in  matters  local  gives  little  attention  to 
political  affiliations,  generally  giving  his  support  to  the  candidates  best  qualified 
for  the  positions  to  which  they  aspire.  Mr.  Hetherton  Was  among  the  first 
members  of  St.  Rose  Catholic  church  and  at  this  time  there  are  very  few  be¬ 
sides  himself  who  went  into  the  original  organization  of  the  parish.  He  has 
been  loyal  to  his  faith  and  a  true  son  of  the  Holy  Mother  church  and  is  still 
active  in  his  religious  duties,  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  cause  which  occupies 
such  a  prominent  place  in  his  heart  and  affections. 

Mr.  Hetherton  was  married  in  New  York  city  to  Catherine  Mcllroy,  of 
Kings  county,  Ireland,  near  the  same  place  where  he  was  born  and  reared,  the 
union  being  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  wife  in  1886,  after  a  mutually  happy 
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wedded  life  of  nearly  forty  years’  duration.  Mrs.  Hetherton  was  a  Woman  of 
excellent  parts,  a  true  companion  and  helpmeet  and  warm  hearted  and  generous 
in  her  relations  with  others.  She  bore  her  full  share  of  the  labor  and  hardships 
required  to  establish  a  home  in  a  new  and  undeveloped  country,  nobly  assisted 
her  husband  in  all  of  his  endeavors  and  reared  her  children  under  the  whole¬ 
some  moral  and  religious  discipline  which  has  had  such  a  marked  influence  in 
directing  their  lives  in  proper  channels. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hetherton  have  reared  nine  children  to  maturity,  namely : 
Ellen ;  Richard,  a  farmer  of  Chickasaw  county ;  James ;  Mary  Ann ;  Katie,  wife 
of  James  Doyle;  Thomas,  who  manages  the  home  farm;  Julia;  Agnes,  now 
Mrs.  Ed  Grown;  and  Delia,  who  married  James  Kelly,  of  Fayette  county. 
Mary  Ann,  Ellen  and  Julia  are  their  father’s  housekeepers.  All  the  above  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  stand  high  in  the  esteem  of  those  with 
whom  they  mingle. 


AMOS  A.  FINCH. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  proprietor  of  the  Alpha  Rolling  Mills, 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  two  miles  east  of  the  village  in  which  he 
now  lives,  on  December  3,  1857,  being  the  second  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
whose  parents  were  Amos  and  Elizabeth  (Gardner)  Finch,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Ohio  respectively.  Amos  Finch,  Sr.,  came  to  Iowa  in  1847  with  his 
widowed  mother  and  one  sister,  Matilda,  who  afterwards  married  O.  E.  Pooler 
and  died  some  years  ago  in  Auburn  township,  the  mother  subsequently  becom¬ 
ing  the  wife  of  Ezra  White,  of  Eden  township.  Prior  to  her  second  marriage, 
however,  the  latter  entered  land  in  the  above  township,  where  she  resided  until 
her  death,  at  the  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Mr.  White  afterwards  married  the 
Widow  of  Josiah  Ostrander,  of  Bethel  township.  Amos  Finch  and  Elizabeth 
Gardner  were  married  in  Fayette  county.  He  entered  a  tract  of  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  his  mother’s  homestead  on  Crane  creek  and  developed  a  farm,  on  which 
he  lived  until  1878,  his  wife  having  died  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine 
years,  after  bearing  him  five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows :  Matilda, 
who  married  T.  F.  Saucer,  of  Eden  township;  Amos  A.,  of  this  review; 
Charles  A.,  of  Greeley,  Colorado ;  Reuben  E.,  of  Chickasaw  county,  this 
state,  and  Samantha  E.,  wife  of  W.  R.  Patterson,  of  Alpha. 

The  death  of  his  Wife  left  Mr.  Finch  with  a  family  of  small  children  to 
look  after,  the  oldest  being  eleven  years  and  the  youngest  four  years  of  age. 
He  experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  managing  his  farm  and  caring  for  his 
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family,  being  obliged  to  leave  the  children  alone  a  week  at  a  time  while  waiting 
for  his  grist  to  be  ground  at  a  mill  a  number  of  miles  distant.  Thinking  to 
better  his  condition,  he  went  to  Kansas  in  1878  and  pre-empted  a  homestead  in 
Graham  county,  but,  owing  to  sickness,  did  not  remain  very  long  in  that  state. 
Starting  on  his  return  to  Iowa,  he  got  as  far  on  the  journey  as  Silver  Creek, 
Nebraska,  where  his  wife’s  father,  Joseph  Gardner,  was  then  living,  and  there, 
after  a  few  days,  breathed  his  last,  being  fifty-two  years  old  at  the  time  of 
his  death. 

Amos  A.  Finch  “was  reared  to  manhood  in  Fayette  county  and  spent  his 
early  years  amid  the  duties  of  farm  life.  In  1878  he  accompanied  his  father 
to  Kansas,  where  he  lived  for  a  short  time  in  a  tent  while  erecting  a  cabin  on 
the  homestead,  but  after  a  brief  period  started  back  to  Iowa,  a  movement 
rendered  imperative  by  the  illness  of  his  father,  as  already  stated.  After  the 
death  of  the  father  in  Nebraska,  he  brought  the  body  to  Fayette  county  and 
during  the  year  following  remained  with  the  younger  children,  working  the 
meanwhile  as  a  farm  hand.  In  this  way  he  was  engaged  for  a  period  of  nine¬ 
teen  consecutive  years  at  so  much  per  annum,  among  his  employers  during  that 
time  being  V.  L.  Johnson,  V.  U.  Johnson  and  Robert  Patterson,  the  latter,  in 
addition  to  farming,  operating  the  flouring  mill  at  Alpha.  Mr.  Amos  worked 
for  Mr.  Patterson  and  other  owners  of  the  mill  about  fourteen  years,  first  as  a 
teamster,  but  later  was  employed  in  the  mill  where  he  received  five  dollars  per 
month  more  than  had  formerly  been  paid  for  the  services  of  himself  and  team. 
In  due  time  he  became  skilled  with  machinery,  and  it  was  not  long  until  his 
knowledge  of  milling  made  his  services  indispensable.  About  the  year  1898  he 
purchased  an  interest  in  the  mill,  three  years  later  bought  out  another  partner 
and  by  subsequent  purchases  in  1908  and  1909  became  sole  owner  of  the  enter¬ 
prise.  Several  changes  in  the  ownership  had  occurred  in  the  meantime,  Mr. 
Finch’s  last  partner,  E.  F.  Johnson,  being  one  of  the  proprietors  who  hired  him 
in  1880  when  he  first  went  to  work  for  the  milling  company.  The  old  miller, 
Robert  Patterson,  whose  daughter  Mr.  Finch  married,  was  accidentally  caught 
in  the  belt  of  a  large  corn  sheller  and  suffered  a  horrible  death,  the  sad  event 
occurring  in  December,  1902,  and  casting  a  gloom  over  the  entire  community. 

Patterson  and  Johnson  remodeled  the  Alpha  mills  and  they  have  been 
thoroughly  equipped  with  machinery  of  the  latest  design  for  the  manufacture 
of  flour  by  the  improved  roller  process.  No  expense  has  been  spared  to  make 
the  mill  in  every  respect  first  class  and,  to  supply  the  large  and  increasing  de¬ 
mand  for  its  product,  it  is  operated  at  its  full  capacity  throughout  the  entire 
year.  In  addition  to  the  mill,  Mr.  Finch  is  also  interested  quite  extensively  in 
agriculture,  owning  a  fine  farm  in  Fayette  county,  to  which  he  gives  personal 
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attention  and  from  which  he  receives  no  small  share  of  his  income.  He  has 
been  successful  in  his  various  enterprises  and  is  now  one  of  the  financially 
solid  men  of  his  community,  having  attained  his  present  position  in  business  cir¬ 
cles  by  his  own  efforts  and  judicious  management. 

On  October  2,  1881,  Mr.  Finch  and  Isabella  Ann  Patterson,  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Charlotte  (Anson)  Patterson,  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock, 
the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  three  children  :  Sadie  R.,  wife  of  Prof.  A.  A. 
Belknap;  Rena  B.,  a  telegraph  operator,  who  married  Earl  Webster  July  6, 
1910,  and  Jessie,  who  married  Charles  Hunerberg,  and  lives  at  Waucoma. 
The  parents  of  Mrs.  Finch  were  natives  of  Scotland,  the  father  born  in  Aber¬ 
deen,  the  mother  in  the  city  of  Edinburgh.  They  came  to  America  a  number 
of  years  ago  and  died  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  Mr.  Patterson,  as  already 
stated,  being  accidentally  killed  December  9,  1902;  Mrs.  Patterson  departed 
this  life  May  11,  1906. 


JOHN  E.  POTTS. 

Few  residents  of  Jefferson  township  are  as  well  known  and  highly 
esteemed  as  the  public  spirited  citizen  and  progressive  farmer  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  John  E.  Potts  is  a  native  of  the  state  in 
which  he  now  lives  and  traces  his  genealogy  on  both  sides  of  the  family  to 
Germany,  from  which  country  his  paternal  great-grandfather  came  to  the 
United  States  many  years  ago,  being  the  first  of  the  name  to  leave  his  native 
country  and  find  a  home  in  the  great  American  republic  across  the  sea.  Among 
the  immediate  descendants  of  this  ancestor  was  a  son  by  the  name  of  John 
Potts,  who  grew  to  maturity  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  married,  reared  a 
family  and  later  came  west,  locating  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  of  which  part 
of  the  state  he  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers.  Joseph  B.  Potts,  son  of  the 
above  mentioned  John,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Iowa  \vhen  a  youth.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  Clayton  county  where,  in 
young  manhood,  he  married  Emily  Bush,  whose  family  also  came  from  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  county  of  Clayton. 
Shortly  after  his  marriage  Joseph  B.  Potts  moved  to  Delaware  county,  this 
state,  where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  changed  his  residence 
to  South  Dakota,  locating  about  twelve  miles  west  of  Canton  on  land  which 
he  purchased  from  the  government  and  improved.  After  spending  three 
years  in  the  latter  state,  he  returned  to  his  former  home  in  Iowa,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1882,  when  he  disposed  of  his  farm  in  Delaware 
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county  and  purchased  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  continuing  to 
hold  the  same  until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  Colesburg  in  the  month  of 
November,  1897.  His  widow,  who  is  still  living,  makes  her  home  in  Man¬ 
chester,  this  state,  and  of  his  family  of  nine  children  all  but  two  survive,  their 
names  being  as  follows :  Charles,  a  miner  by  occupation  and  a  resident  of 
Montana;  Edwin  S.,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  George,  who  is  also 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in  Fayette  county;  John  E.,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  James  N.,  a  jeweler  of  Spokane,  Washington;  Mrs.  Lizzie  Blunt, 
also  of  that  city,  and  Ella,  who  married  George  Thorp,  of  Manchester;  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Albert  are  deceased. 

John  E.  Potts  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  on  the  19th  day  of 
July,  1866.  He  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public  schools  and  re¬ 
mained  at  home  until  1881.  He  worked  in  a  store  at  Fayette  two  years  and 
then  rented  a  farm  for  ten  years  and  then  bought  his  present  farm  in  1889. 
He  has  brought  it  to  a  high  state  of  tillage  and  otherwise  improved  it,  his 
place  at  the  present  time  being  one  of  the  finest  farms  and  among  the  most 
beautiful  and  attractive  rural  homes  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 

In  the  year  1901  Mr.  Potts  erected  the  elegant  modern  residence  and 
large  and  commodious  barn  which  add  so  much  to  the  appearance  and  value 
of  the  farm  as  well  as  to  the  comfort  of  the  family,  and  with  other  improve¬ 
ments  in  keeping  therewith  he  is  now  well  situated  to  enjoy  life,  being  in  inde¬ 
pendent  circumstances  with  an  ample  competency  to  insure  his  future  against 
care  as  far  as  material  blessings  are  concerned. 

On  March  23,  1892,  Mr.  Potts  and  Allie  Miller,  of  Jefferson  township, 
were  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of 
two  sons  who  answer  to  the  names  of  Andrew  Joseph  and  Frank  Dillman, 
both  bright,  intelligent  youths  with  a  promising  future  before  them. 

Mr.  Potts  carries  on  general  farming  and  raises  abundant  crops  of  the 
grains,  fruits  and  vegetables  grown  in  this  latitude.  He  also  gives  consider¬ 
able  attention  to  livestock  and  poultry,  making  a  specialty  of  the  Duroc  breed 
of  hogs  and  Holstein  cattle,  and  for  some  time  past  he  has  also  been  doing  a 
very  successful  business  in  the  line  of  dairying.  In  his  political  affiliations 
he  supports  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  had  any  ambition  in  the 
direction  of  office  holding,  though  well  informed  on  the  leading  questions  of 
the  day  and  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  of  local  and  general  import. 
The  Methodist  Episcopal  church  holds  his  religious  creed  and  all  moral  move¬ 
ments  and  humanitarian  projects  as  well  as  enterprises  for  the  material  prog¬ 
ress  and  general  welfare  of  the  community  have  his  sympathy  and  co-opera¬ 
tion. 
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Andrew  Jackson  Miller,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Potts,  was  born  in  Erie 
county,  New  York,  in  February,  1834,  being  one  of  the  children  in  the  family 
of  Huntington  and  Hannah  (Seely)  Miller,  the  following  being  the  names  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters :  George,  Betsey,  Phoebe,  William,  Samuel,  Erastus, 
Julia  and  David,  the  last  named  dying  in  the  year  1855  when  a  young  man. 
Andrew  J.  Miller  lived  on  the  home  farm  in  his  native  county  until  about  six¬ 
teen  years  of  age,  when  he  hired  out  by  the  year,  agreeing  to  remain  with  his 
employer  until  attaining  his  majority.  After  fulfilling  the  compact'  he  came 
West  and  during  the  year  1855  roamed  over  the  greater  part  of  Iowa,  follow¬ 
ing  which  he  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  for  a  short  time  as  a  farm 
hand,  later  renting  land  and  engaging  in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  on  his  own 
account.  In  1861  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Scott  township,  but  two  years  later  sold  the 
place  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  ninety  acres,  which  in  turn  he  disposed 
of  in  1865  and  invested  the  proceeds  in  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
school  land  in  the  same  township. 

In  1870  Mr.  Miller  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship,  to  which  he  removed  and  which  in  1882  he  increased  by  the  addition  of 
an  eighty-acre  tract  in  the  same  locality.  Later  (1903)  he  sold  his  real 
estate  in  Jefferson  township  and  bought  the  property  in  Oelwein  where  he 
now  lives,  his  home  being  on  the  high  ground  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town, 
a  valuable  and  sightly  place  which  he  has  greatly  beautified  by  the  addition 
of  a  number  of  improvements.  In  1862  he  bought  a  tract  of  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln  county,  Minnesota,  which  he  still  holds 
and  which  has  increased  in  value  with  each  recurring  year,  this,  with  his  other 
holdings  and  ample  private  means,  making  him  independent,  he  being  now  one 
of  the  solid  and  substantial  men  of  the  county  honored  by  his  citizenship. 

Mr.  Miller,  in  1870,  entered  the  marriage  relation  with  Martha,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Dewitt  and  Eleana  (Wood)  Bennett,  of  Orange  county,  New 
York.  Mrs.  Miller  came  to  Iowa  with  her  parents  in  1858,  since  which 
time  she  has  lived  in  Fayette  county ;  she  is  the  mother  of  four  children,  viz : 
Lizzie,  Alice,  Blanch  and  Lucille.  Alice  married  John  E.  Potts  and  lives 
three  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Oelwein;  Blanche  is  the  wife  of  Frank 
Whitney  and  lives  in  Chicago,  where  her  husband  is  a  salesman  for  a  whole¬ 
sale  clothing  house ;  Lizzie,  deceased,  and  Lucille,  at  home. 

Mr.  Miller  is  a  Republican  in  politics-  and  as  such  wields  a  strong  in¬ 
fluence  for  his  party,  having  served  as  trustee  of  Jefferson  and  Scott  townships 
besides  filling  other  local  offices  from  time  to  time.  He  is  essentially  a  self- 
made  man,  as  he  began  life  poor  in  this  world’s  goods  and  without  influence 
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of  family  or  friends,  but  by  industry,  economy,  judicious  management  and 
ever  pursuing  a  straightforward  course,  he  gradually  surmounted  the  various 
obstacles  in  his  \vay  and  rose  to  the  conspicuous  position  which  he  now  occu¬ 
pies  in  business  circles.  He  was  quite  successful  in  raising  horses  and  cattle 
and  realized  much  of  his  money  from  this  source  and  to  him  belongs  the 
credit  of  being  one  of  the  first  men  in  Fayette  county  to  make  the  dairy  busi¬ 
ness  successful.  Often  he  would  milk  as  many  as  thirty  cows  and,  churning 
his  butter  by  horse  power,  hauled  it  to  Strawberry  Point,  where  it  was  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder.  At  one  time  the  daily  output  of  his  creamery  averaged 
one  hundred  pounds,  the  excellence  of  which  caused  a  much  greater  demand 
than  could  be  supplied.  Mr.  Miller  is  now  practically  retired  and  at  his  beau¬ 
tiful  home  in  Oelwein  is  spending  his  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  many 
material  comforts  and  blessings,  being  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  citizens  and  filling  no  small  place  in  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the 
public. 


CHAUNCEY  DEMING. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  efficiently  administering  the  responsible 
duties  of  the  presidency  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Arlington,  Iowa,  one  of 
the  strong  and  influential  financial  institutions  of  this  part  of  Iowa,  needs  no 
introduction  to  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county.  His  long  residence  here,  his 
active  participation  in  various  business  enterprises  and  his  sterling  qualities 
of  character  have  gained  for  him  a  marked  prestige  among  the  people  with 
whom  he  has  been  associated  and  today  no  man  stands  higher  in  popular 
esteem  than  he. 

Mr.  Deming  is  a  native  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born 
October  24,  1843,  an^  is  the  son  °f  Buell  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Deming,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut.  In  the  first  years  of  their  married 
life  they  came  to  Ohio,  and  subsequently  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  bought  a  tract  of  wild  land,  for  which  they  paid  six  dollars  per  acre. 
Through  legal  technicalities  he  lost  his  first  home  there,  and  then  acquired  the 
present  homestead  property,  on  which  he  spent  his  last  years,  having  resided 
there  continuously  since  1855.  The  subject’s  mother  died  in  1908,  at  the 
remarkable  age  of  ninety-nine  years  lacking  three  months,  having  resided  in 
the  same  home  for  nearly  a  half  century.  She  was  one  of  the  grand  old 
women  of  the  county  and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the 
community.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  three  sons  and  five 
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daughters,  namely:  George,  of  Arlington;  Chauncey,  the  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Walter,  of  Cherokee  county,  Iowa;  Laura,  of  Clermont,  Iowa; 
Olive,  deceased ;  George,  of  Arlington,  Iowa ;  Maria,  deceased ;  Liza,  deceased ; 
Mary,  of  Buffalo,  New  York. 

Chauncey  Deming  was  about  twelve  years  of  age  when  the  family  came 
to  Iowa  and  here  he  received  his  education  in  the  common  schools.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm  and  lent  his  assistance  in  its  cultivation.  On  his 
father's  death,  the  responsibility  of  managing  the  property  fell  on  his  shoul¬ 
ders  and  faithfully  did  he  discharge  his  trust,  giving  earnest  attention  to  the 
comfort  and  welfare  of  his  mother  and  sister.  He  has  added  by  purchase  to 
the  original  farm  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
Of  this,  eighty  acres  is  in  the  old  home  farm,  about  a  mile  from  Arlington,  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Putnam  township,  this  county,  operated  by  his 
son-in-law,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Fairfield  township,  all  of 
which  he  operates  himself.  He  is  practical  and  methodical  in  his  operations 
and  has  achieved  a  distinctive  success  as  a  farmer.  He  raises  all  the  crops 
common  to  this  section  of  the  country  and  also  gives  considerable  attention 
to  the  raising  and  feeding  of  livestock,  in  which  also  he  is  successful,  his  stock 
farm  at  Arlington  being  considered  one  of  the  best  propositions  of  the  kind 
in  the  county.  His  land  was  purchased  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars 
per  acre  and  all  is  worth  now  close  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  acre.  He  has 
made  many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  on  the  property,  includ¬ 
ing  a  commodious  and  attractive  residence  and  a  large  and  substantial  barn, 
the  general  appearance  of  the  place  indicating  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  ex¬ 
cellent  taste  and  ripe  judgment,  all  of  his  efforts  being  characterized  by  an 
enterprising  and  progressive  spirit. 

Chauncey  Deming  was  one  of  the  original  organizers  of  the  First  State 
Bank  of  Arlington  and  a  member  of  the  first  board  of  directors.  At  the  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  board  he  "was  elected  president  of  the  institution,  later  be¬ 
coming  its  vice-president,  and  on  the  death  of  the  president,  the  late  T.  Dun- 
ing,  the  subject  again  was  chosen  to  the  office,  which  he  is  now  filling  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  bank  officials  and  its  patrons.  Liberal  in  his  atti¬ 
tude  toward  local  business  enterprises,  and  yet  wisely  conservative  in  the  lend¬ 
ing  of  the  bank’s  funds,  Mr.  Deming  is  peculiarly  qualified  for  the  position 
which  he  so  ably  fills. 

In  1868  Chauncey  Deming  was  united  in  marriage  with  Charlotte  Doane, 
who  was  born  in  New  York  state,  but  who  came  with  her  parents  to  Iowa  in 
1855.  They  have  become  the  parents  of  two  children:  Blanche,  the  wife  of 
John  McCrea,  of  Putnam  township,  and  Raymond,  of  Appleton,  Wisconsin. 
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The  latter  was  for  a  while  a  railroad  conductor,  then  was  a  student  for  five 
years  in  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  and  one  year  in  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity,  and  is  now  a  professor  of  civil  engineering  in  the  Lawrence  College, 
Appleton.  In  his  political  faith,  Chauncey  Deming  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  takes  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  public  affairs,  having  served  a 
number  of  times  as  delegate  to  his  party  conventions.  He  possesses  a  genial 
disposition  and  pleasing  address  that  enables  him  to  readily  gain  acquaintance 
and  his  personal  qualities  and  courteous  manner  have  won  for  him  a  host  of 
warm  and  loyal  friends  who  esteem  him  for  his  genuine  worth. 


ADNA  G.  BELL. 

This  enterprising  farmer  and  worthy  citizen  is  a  native  of  Hancock 
county,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  nth  day  of  November,  1841, 
being  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Fransina  (Peters)  Bell,  both  of  Fairfield  county, 
Ohio.  These  parents  were  born  and  reared  in  the  same  locality,  grew  up  to¬ 
gether  as  children  and  in  due  time  their  intimacy  ripened  into  love,  which 
finally  led  to  their  marriage.  Sylvester  Bell  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  in 
connection  with  which  pursuit  he  also  worked  considerably  at  carpentry,  hav¬ 
ing  been  able  to  turn  his  hand  to  almost  any  kind  of  mechanical  labor.  Dis¬ 
posing  of  his  interests  in  Ohio  in  1850,  he  migrated  to  Cedar  county,  Iowa, 
thence  a  little  later  moved  to  Linn  county,  where  he  remained  until  1856. 
Later  he  transferred  his  residence  to  the  county  of  Fayette,  where  he  had 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  in  Jefferson  township 
in  1857.  He  at  once  erected  a  rude  dwelling  which  served  as  a  shelter  for 
his  family  until  replaced  by  a  larger  and  more  comfortable  structure  a  few 
years  later.  Being  remote  from  a  town  or  market  place,  Mr.  Bell  hauled  the 
lumber  for  the  latter  edifice  from  Independence  and  experienced  not  a  few 
difficulties  in  procuring  other  materials  and  fitting  the  building  for  occupancy. 
In  the  fall  of  1870  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  the  place  in  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship  now  opened  and  occupied  by  the  subject,  where  his  wife  died  in  1875  and 
where  he  followed  her  to  the  grave  eleven  years  later,  having  in  the  meantime 
married  a  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Elizabeth  Nelson,  who  survived  him 
and  died  and  was  buried  at  Hazleton,  Iowa. 

For  some  time  after  moving  to  Iowa,  Sylvester  Bell,  in  addition  to  man¬ 
aging  his  farm,  conducted  a  repair  shop  in  which  he  made  sleds  and  many 
other  vehicles  and  implements  for  the  neighbors,  including  coffins  not  only 
for  his  own  community  but  his  skill  was  frequently  taxed  to  the  utmost  to 
supply  the  demand  for  caskets  from  a  distance.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
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tics,  a  Universalist  in  his  religious  belief,  and  in  all  that  constituted  upright 
manhood  and  enterprising  citizenship  he  ranked  among  the  most  worthy  of 
his  contemporaries.  Six  children  were  born  to  Sylvester  and  Fransina  Bell, 
namely:  Benjamin,  Osborn,  Harriett;  Louise,  wife  of  J.  Anderson,  of  Clark 
county,  Iowa;  Adna  G.,  of  this  review,  and  Lydia  A.,  who  married  John 
Miller,  the  three  oldest  and  the  last  named  being  deceased. 

Adna  G.  Bell  was  about  nine  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa 
and  having  been  reared  in  a  comparatively  new  country  his  opportunities  for 
obtaining  an  education  were  exceedingly  limited.  He  made  the  most  of  his 
time  in  school,  however,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  training  consisted  of  the 
stern,  practical  kind  which  educational  institutions  do  not  impart  and  which 
is  only  acquired  by  contact  with  the  world  and  mingling  among  his  fellow- 
men.  He  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  where  he  early  learned  the  value  and 
dignity  of  honest  toil  and  he  grew  up  to  the  full  stature  of  well  rounded 
manhood  with  a  proper  conception  of  life  and  its  duties. 

On  the  20th  day  of  June,  1872,  Mr.  Bell  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Olive  A.  Miller,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Chenango  county,  New  York,  Decem¬ 
ber  27,  1853,  being  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Susan  (Powers)  Miller,  both 
natives  of  New  York  state,  the  latter  of  Otsego  county  and  the  former  of  the 
county  of  Chenango.  Hiram  Miller  and  family  came  west  in  1864  and  set¬ 
tled  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  section  16,  Jefferson  township,  where 
in  connection  with  tilling  the  soil,  Mr.  Miller  taught  several  terms  of  school 
and  achieved  considerable  local  prestige  as  an  educator.  He  was  a  man  of  in¬ 
telligence  and  his  death,  which  occurred  on  September  14,  1889,  was  greatly 
regretted  by  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  his  wife  having  pre¬ 
ceded  him  to  the  silent  land  in  March,  1882.  The  children  of  this  estimable 
couple,  seven  in  number,  are  as  follows :  Amanda,  widow  of  G.  E.  Champlin, 
of  Nebraska;  Dr.  Edgar  L.  Miller,  a  practicing  physician  of  Eaton,  New 
York;  Henry,  also  a  physician  and  surgeon,  who  died  in  1876;  John  died  in 
1889;  Mary  passed  away  in  1863;  Olivia  and  Olive  A.,  twins,  the  former  the 
wife  of  George  Smith,  of  Oelwein.  Hiram  Miller  served  a  number  of  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  one  of  the  influential  Democrats  of  his  part  of 
the  county.  In  religion  he  subscribed  to  the  Universalist  creed,  his  wife  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  worthy  and  devoted  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bell  has  been  blessed  with  three  offspring: 
The  oldest,  Alverna,  was  born  September  10,  1876,  died  June  5,  1877;  Bertha 
A.  is  the  wife  of  Bert  L.  Bell,  of  Oelwein;  Alice  married  William  Brownell,  of 
Scott  township,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Mildred  and  Paul. 

Mr.  Bell  has  lived  on  his  present  farm  since  1870,  and  is  now  the  owner 
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of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  attractive  homes  in  Jefferson  township.  His 
handsome  and  imposing  modern  residence,  which  was  erected  in  1901,  com¬ 
bines  all  of  the  comforts  and  other  admirable  features  required  in  a  first  class 
country  dwelling,  and  the  large  barn,  which  is  especially  adapted  to  the  purpose 
it  is  intended  to  subserve,  was  built  in  the  year  1883.  The  farm,  consisting  of 
four  hundred  thirteen  acres  of  valuable  land,  is  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation  and  everything  on  the  premises  bespeaks  the  presence  of  a  first 
class  agriculturist,  fully  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  his 
vocation. 

Having  accumulated  a  sufficiency  of  this  world’s  goods  to  make  him 
independent  and  render  his  future  free  from  care,  Mr.  Bell  discontinued  act¬ 
ive  labor  a  few  years  ago,  since  Which  time  he  has  been  living  in  honorable 
retirement.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  though  not  a  politician,  and  keeps 
in  touch  'with  the  leading  questions  and  issues  of  the  day,  on  all  of 
which  he  has  well  grounded  convictions,  besides  being  informed  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  the  welfare  of  his  county  and  state  and  the  good  of  the  peo¬ 
ple.  He  is  widely  known  throughout  the  county,  stands  high  in  the  esteem 
of  the  people  and  ranks  among  the  substantial  men  and  representative  citizens 
of  the  township  in  which  he  resides. 


CLINTON  B.  HUGHES. 

It  is  the  progressive,  Wide-awake  man  of  affairs  that  makes  the  real  his¬ 
tory  of  a  community,  and  his  influence  as  a  potential  factor  of  the  body  politic 
is  difficult  to  estimate.  The  examples  such  men  furnish  of  patient  purpose 
and  steadfast  integrity  strongly  illustrate  what  is  in  the  power  of  each  to  ac¬ 
complish,  and  there  is  always  a  full  measure  of  satisfaction  in  adverting 
even  in  a  casual  way  to  their  achievements  in  advancing  the  interests  of  their 
fellow  men  and  in  giving  strength  and  solidity  to  the  institutions  which  make 
so  much  for  the  prosperity  of  the  community.  Such  a  man  is  Clinton  B. 
Hughes,  and  as  such  it  is  proper  that  a  review  of  his  career  be  accorded  a 
conspicuous  place  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Hughes  is  the  present  popular  and  efficient  mayor  of  West  Union, 
Iowa,  and,  although  comparatively  young  in  years,  he  has  long  been  an  in¬ 
fluential  citizen  of  this  locality.  He  was  born  near  Strawberry  Point,  Clay¬ 
ton  county,  this  state,  July  16,  1878,  and  is  the  son  of  A.  M.  and  Ida  E. 
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(Hale)  Hughes,  the  former  born  in  Pennsylvania,  January  9,  1855,  and  the 
latter  born  in  Maine,  December  20,  1857.  The  maternal  grandfather,  R.  A. 
Hale,  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  in  1861,  in  'which  he  served  until  1863,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the 
United  States  monitor  “Chickasaw,”  on  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Andrew  Hughes,  uncle  of  Clinton  B.,  died  while  in  the  service  of  the 
Union,  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Twenty-first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  his 
death  occurring  while  at  Memphis,  Tennessee. 

Clinton  B.  Hughes  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  con¬ 
sisting  of  five  boys  and  six  girls,  named  as  follows :  Clinton  B.,  of  this  re¬ 
view;  James  R.,  who  is  living  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  is  twenty-seven  years 
old;  Andrew  B.,  aged  eleven;  Amos,  aged  nine;  Howard  A.,  aged  seven,  all 
three  live  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa ;  Mrs.  Eva  M.  Cooper,  who  lives  at  King¬ 
fisher,  Oklahoma,  is  twenty-nine  years  old;  Jane  Electa  is  twenty-four  years 
old,  unmarried,  and  lives  in  West  Union;  Margaret  died  in  1889,  when  four 
years  old;  Cassy,  aged  nineteen,  lives  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  where  also 
live  Harriet,  aged  seventeen  years,  and  Mary,  aged  fourteen  years. 

Clinton  B.  Hughes  is  a  self-made  man  and  is  deserving  of  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  having  overcome  the  many  obstacles 
that  arose  in  his  life-path,  removing  them,  one  by  one,  until  today  he  holds  a 
first  place  in  the  ranks  of  representative  citizens  of  one  of  the  most  progressive 
communities  in  the  great  commonwealth  of  Iowa,  and  as  a  lawyer  he  has  few 
peers.  He  received  his  education  in  the  country  schools  of  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  and  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Strawberry  Point  in  1898;  still 
thirsting  for  higher  learning,  he  entered  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  which 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  in  June,  1900.  He  soon 
had  a  good  clientele,  which  has  steadily  increased  to  the  present  time.  He 
practiced  his  profession  at  Arlington,  Iowa,  from  November,  1902,  to  Janu¬ 
ary,  1908,  during  which  time  he  was  the  busiest  attorney  Arlington  had  seen 
in  years.  Seeking  a  wider  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents,  he  came  to 
West  Union  in  January,  1908,  and  opened  an  office,  as  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Ainsworth  &  Hughes,  which  is  one  of  the  best  known  in  the  county.  Since 
entering  the  legal  field  here  he  has  frequently  figured  in  the  most  important 
cases  in  the  local  courts,  and  has  won  a  reputation  as  an  earnest,  forceful  and 
learned  attorney,  profoundly  versed  in  the  law  and  painstaking  and  persistent. 
He  is  the  local  attorney  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railroad  Company, 
in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Jewell,  Moyer  &  Company, 
a  mercantile  corporation  at  Arlington,  Iowa. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Hughes  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  long  been  active  in 
the  ranks.  He  was  elected  mayor  of  Arlington  in  1904  and  served  until  1908  ; 
during  his  four  years’  incumbency  in  this  important  office  he  did  a  great  many 
things  of  permanent  benefit  to  the  place  and  won  the  hearty  commendation  of 
all  concerned.  His  splendid  record  as  mayor  preceded  him  to  West  Union 
and  on  March  28,  1910,  he  was  elected  mayor  of  this  city. 

Mr.  Hughes  joined  the  Christian  church  in  a  country  school  house  near 
Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  and  in  1908  he  joined  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  West  Union.  Fraternally,  he  has  long  been  active  and  prominent. 
He  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons;  Ansel  Humphrey  Chapter  No.  80,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Fayette; 
Langridge  Commandery,  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  West  Union;  ElKadir 
Shrine,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Zarephath  Consistory,  No.  4,  Davenport,  Iowa; 
Arbor  Vitae  Camp  No.  292,  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  West  Union; 
West  Union  Chapter  No.  no,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  Klondike  Home¬ 
stead  No.  72,  Brotherhood  of  American  Yeomen,  of  West  Union ;  Round 
Grove  Lodge  No.  41,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  of  West  Union. 
He  is  also  secretary  of  the  W  est  Union  Commercial  Club  and  his  labors  in 
this  capacity  have  done  much  in  furthering  the  interests  of  local  industries. 

Mr.  Hughes  was  married  on  June  17,  1902,  to  Anna  Opperman,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  H.  K.  and  Mary  (Kramer)  Opperman,  of  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa. 
Mrs.  Hughes  was  summoned  to  her  reward  on  January  3,  1905 >  anc^  011  De¬ 
cember  27,  1905,  he  married  Magdalena  Opperman,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 
Mr.  Hughes,  has  the  following  children :  Flora  M.,  seven  years  old ;  Donald 
M.,  five  years  old ;  Harold  A.,  three  years  old ;  Helen,  two  years  old,  and  a 
son,  Theodore,  born  in  1909. 


OREN  BARNES. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturists  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  none  are  more  highly  respected  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  His  life  has  been  characterized  by  consistent 
and  consecutive  effort  and  he  has  met  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success, 
being  now  numbered  mong  the  representative  farmers  of  Harlan  township 
for  ten  years,  but  now  farms  in  Smithfield  township. 
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Oren  Barnes  was  born  December  19,  1841,  in  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  a  son  of  Calvin  and  Betsy  (VanNatta)  Barnes,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Oneida  county,  New  York,  the  former  born  January  5,  1802,  and 
the  latter  September  2,  1802.  They  were  reared  and  married  in  their  native 
county  and  there  the  father  followed  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter. 
Eventually  they  moved  to  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  the  father  secured 
four  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  of  land  from  the  Dutch-Holland  Land 
Company.  It  was  at  that  time  densely  covered  with  the  primeval  timber,  but 
Mr.  Barnes  entered  upon  the  task  of  clearing  and  cultivating  it  and  there  he 
resided  until  1844,  when  he  sold  out  and  went  to  Belvidere,  Illinois.  He  was 
there  employed  at  his  trade  and  at  fanning  until  1847,  when  he  went  to  Chi¬ 
cago  and  was  employed  at  carpenter  work  for  two  years.  His  wife  died  there 
in  1849  and  after  his  bereavement  he  moved  back  to  Belvidere,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  until  1882,  when  he  went  to  Mosinee,  Wisconsin,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  1884.  He  had  married  a  second  time,  to  Lucretia  Marsh,  of  Che¬ 
nango  county,  New  York,  whose  death  occurred  in  Boone  county,  Illinois. 
By  his  first  union  he  became  the  father  of  nine  children,  who  are  briefly  men¬ 
tioned  as  follows:  Elida  was  born  October  18,  1827,  and  is  now  deceased: 
Rachael,  born  July  16,  1829,  is  living  in  Wisconsin;  Catherine,  born  April 
16,  1831,  now  deceased;  Eliza,  born  May  19,  1833;  John  C.,  born  July  12, 
1835,  now  deceased;  Mary,  born  August  24,  1837,  is  living  in  Alameda,  Cali¬ 
fornia;  Hiram  was  born  September  11,  1839,  was  a  member  of  Company  K, 
Ninety-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  during  the  Civil  war,  and 
is  now  a  successful  farmer  near  Maynard,  Iowa ;  Oren  is  the  immediate  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch;  Charles,  born  July  31,  1844,  was  a  member  of  Company 
G,  Ninety-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  died  in  the  service 
at  Vicksburg. 

Oren  Barnes  was  reared  under  the  paternal  roof  and  secured  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  public  schools.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  twenty-six 
years  old,  at  which  time  he  was  married.  He  then  established  his  own  home 
in  Boone  county,  Illinois,  and  remained  there  until  1883,  when  he  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  on  a  one-hundred-and-sixty-acre  farm  in  sec¬ 
tion  19,  Smithfield  township.  To  the  development  and  improvement  of  this 
place  he  devoted  his  attention,  raising'  the  place  to  a  high  standard  of  efficiency 
and  production.  He  continued  the  operation  of  this  farm  until  1899,  when 
he  put  the  place  in  charge  of  his  son  Charles  and  moved  to  Maynard,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  was  industrious,  practical  and  progressive  in  his  methods 
and  achieved  a  distinctive  success  in  his  line  of  work,  being  numbered  among 
the  representative  agriculturists  of  his  section  of  the  county. 

On  December  31,  1867,  Mr.  Barnes  was  united  in  marriage,  at  Beloit, 
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Wisconsin,  to  Eliza  J.  Miller,  a  native  of  Canada  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Harriett  (Dana)  Miller.  Her  father  was  born  on  Long  Island,  New 
York,  in  1795,  and  her  mother  also  was  a  native  of  the  Empire  state.  He 
died  in  May,  1850.  He  was  a  cooper  by  trade.  Subsequently  his  widow 
married  Royal  Briggs,  of  Massachusetts,  and  they  located  in  Illinois,  later 
removing  to  Kansas,  and  eventually  going  back  to  Bushnell,  Illinois,  where 
Mr.  Briggs  died.  His  widow  died  in  California  in  1901,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four  years.  By  her  union  with  Mr.  Miller  she  became  the  mother 
of  twelve  children,  namely:  Lyman  and  Henry  are  deceased;  Phoebe  is  living 
in  Foster  Bar,  Yuba  county,  California;  John,  Francis  and  Margaret  are  de¬ 
ceased;  Eliza,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  War¬ 
ren  county,  Illinois;  Cornelia,  deceased;  Lester,  of  Fresno  county,  California; 
two  children  who  died  in  infancy.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  were  born  the 
following  children:  Hattie  L.  became  the  wife  of  William  Hart,  Jr.,  a  farmer 
in  Harlan  township,  and  they  have  two  children,  Esther  and  Dorothea; 
Charles  P.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  old  home  farm  in  Smith- 
field  township,  married  Lucy  Miller  and  they  have  two  children,  Floyd  O.  and 
Harry  M. ;  May  E.  is  the  wife  of  Frank  Simpson,  a  farmer  of  Center  town¬ 
ship,  this  county. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
holding  membership  in  Lodge  No.  510  and  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
as  well  as  Chapter  No.  503  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  also 
affiliated  with  Post  No.  47,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  has 
served  as  post  commander  two  terms,  being  the  present  incumbent  of  that 
position.  Mrs.  Barnes  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

This  personal  sketch  would  be  incomplete  were  there  failure  to  make  men¬ 
tion  of  the  subject’s  military  record.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  G,  Ninety-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  which  rendez¬ 
voused  at  Belvidere,  Illinois.  The  command  was  first  sent  to  camp  at  Rock¬ 
ford,  where  they  were  drilled.  From  there  they  were  sent  to  Columbus,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  and  then  to  the  camp  at  Jackson,  Tennessee.  They  were  later  ordered 
to  Grand  Junction,  where  they  were  assigned  to  General  McArthur's  division 
of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps.  Crossing  the  Tallahatchee  river  at  Abbyville, 
they  marched  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  where  they  took  boats  for  Vicksburg, 
thence  to  Young’s  Point.  They  were  sent  from  there  to  Lake  Providence, 
where  they  were  put  to  digging  ditches.  From  there  they  Went  to  Milliken's 
Bend  and  on  to  Hard  Times  Landing,  where  the  Ninety-fifth  Regiment  was 
transferred  to  General  Rosecrans’  army.  Crossing  over  to  Grand  Gulf,  the 
regiment  was  marched  to  Vicksburg,  where  Mr.  Barnes  received  a  severe 
cut  in  the  arm,  which  kept  him  out  of  active  service  for  some  time.  The 
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regiment  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  then  marched  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Sherman  to  Meridian,  Mississippi,  from  which  point  they  started  on  the 
Red  River  expedition.  Capturing  Fort  DeRussey,  they  marched  to  Alexander 
and  Grand  Ecore.  They  participated  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  and  then 
retreated  by  order  of  General  Ranks,  the  Ninety-fifth  acting  as  rear  guard 
for  the  army.  Then  came  a  two-days  fight  at  Clouterville,  more  retreating, 
and  the  battle  of  Yellow  Bayou,  followed  by  the  evacuation  of  the  Red  river 
country.  The  Ninety-Fifth  Regiment  returned  to  Vicksburg  and  from  there 
proceeded  to  Memphis,  where  they  were  assigned  to  General  Sturgis’  expedi¬ 
tion.  In  the  battle  of  Guntown,  Mississippi,  the  Ninety-fifth  fell  back  to 
Memphis,  their  experiences  at  this  time  being  marked  by  terrible  hardships. 
The  company  to  which  the  subject  belonged  took  part  in  the  Arkansas  expe¬ 
dition  and  went  up  the  White  river  to  Duvall’s  Bluff  and  by  rail  to  Browns¬ 
ville,  Arkansas.  Entering  Missouri,  they  went  to  Cape  Girardeau  and  from 
there  to  Jefferson  City.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  Sedalia  for  gar¬ 
rison  duty  and  was  later  sent  into  camp  at  Benton  Barracks.  After  a  short 
time  there  they  were  sent  to  reinforce  General  Thomas  at  Nashville,  making 
the  trip  by  way  of  Cairo,  Illinois,  and  up  the  Ohio  and  Cumberland  rivers. 
After  the  engagements  at  that  point,  the  Ninety-fifth  Regiment  went  into 
winter  quarters  at  Eastport,  Mississippi,  where  for  eight  days  they  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  exist  on  corn  alone.  The  regiment  was  later  transported  by  river 
to  New  Orleans,  and  from  there  to  Dauphin  Island,  by  way  of  Lake  Ponchar- 
train.  From  there  they  went  to  Cedar  Point  and  up  the  west  side  of  the  bay 
to  Mobile,  going  from  there  back  to  Cedar  Point.  The  regiment  participated 
in  the  capture  of  Dudley’s  Landing  on  Lish  river  and  also  assisted  in  the  re¬ 
duction  of  Spanish  Lort,  the  key  to  Mobile.  The  regiment  was  then  ordered 
to  Montgomery  and  from  there  to  Greenville,  where  they  performed  guard 
duty.  Going  then  to  Opelika,  they  returned  again  to  Montgomery,  and  from 
there  were  ordered  to  Camp  Butler  at  Springfield,  Illinois,  where,  on  August 
1 6,  1865,  they  were  honorably  discharged.  Besides  the  injury  to  his  arm, 
already  referred  to,  Mr.  Barnes  was  also  struck  with  a  spent  ball  at  Vicks'- 
burg.  His  military  service  was  characterized  by  a  faithful  performance  of 
every  duty  to  which  he  was  assigned  and  his  record  was  one  of  which  he  has 
just  reason  to  be  proud. 


ISRAEL  PATTISON,  M.  D. 

Human  life  is  like  the  waves  of  the  sea ;  they  flash  a  few  brief  moments  in 
the  sunlight,  marvels  of  power  and  beauty,  and  then  are  dashed  upon  the  re¬ 
morseless  shores  and  disappear  forever.  As  the  mighty  deep  has  rolled  for 
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ages  past  and  will  continue  until  time  shall  be  no  more,  so  will  the  waves  of 
human  life  follow  each  other  until  they  mingle  at  last  with  eternity’s  boundless 
sea.  The  passing  of  any  life,  however  humble  and  unknown,  is  sure  to  give 
rise  to  a  pang  of  anguish  to  some  heart,  but  when  the  “fell  destroyer”  knocks 
at  the  door  of  the  useful  and  great  and  removes  from  earthly  scenes  the  man  of 
honor  and  influence  and  the  benefactor  of  his  kind,  it  not  only  means  bereave¬ 
ment  to  kindred  and  friends,  but  a  public  calamity  as  well.  In  the  largest  and 
best  sense  of  the  term,  the  late  Dr.  Israel  Pattison,  of  Oelwein,  was  distinctively 
one  of  the  notable  men  of  his  day  and  generation,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  a 
conspicuous  place  ii;  the  annals  of  Fayette  county. 

Israel  Pattison  was  born  in  Welland  county,  province  of  Ontario,  Can¬ 
ada,  October  18,  1842,  and  he  was  the  son  of  S.  N.  and  Mary  A.  (Strohm) 
Pattison.  His  father  was  born  near  York,  in  1821,  and  died  April  15,  1874. 
According  to  the  family  genealogy,  five  brothers  of  the  name  of  Pattison  emi¬ 
grated  from  Ireland  to  America  long  before  the  American  Revolution  and 
settled  in  Albany,  New  York,  from  which  stock  Doctor  Pattison  descended. 
S.  N.  Pattison  moved  to  Canada  early  in  life  and  was  married  while  living  in 
that  country.  His  wife,  born  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  Pennsylvania,  was  de¬ 
scended  from  one  of  the  original  Holland  families  who  settled  in  that  region. 
An  ancient  Episcopal  prayer  book  printed  in  the  Mohawk  Indian  tongue  and 
containing  prayers  for  His  Majesty  and  the  royal  family,  is  an  interesting  relic 
that  has  been  handed  down  to  Doctor  Pattison’s  family  from  his  maternal  an¬ 
cestors  and  is  highly  prized  by  the  present  generation  because  of  its  history. 
The  parents  continued  to  reside  in  Canada,  enjoying  the  love,  respect  and 
esteem  of  all  until  their  deaths. 

After  a  preparatory  course  at  a  model  school,  Israel  Pattison  became  a 
student  in  the  University  of  Buffalo,  having  early  in  life  decided  to  enter  the 
medical  profession.  He  was  a  patriotic  man  and  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Civil  war  he  began  doing  what  he  could  for  the  Union  cause,  and  finally  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
was  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run.  He  was  also  in  the  battles  of  Port  Royal, 
Fort  Republic,  Cumberland  Gap,  Culpeper  Court  House,  receiving  a  wound 
during  the  last  named  battle  in  his  hand  and  arm  that  necessitated  his  discharge 
from  the  army.  But  in  October,  1863,  he  again  entered  the  service,  enlisting 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-Seventh  New  York  Infantry  and  was  at  once 
detailed  as  brigade  hospital  steward  in  charge  of  what  was  known  as  the 
“Flying  Hospital.”  In  the  discharge  of  his  duty  he  Was  in  the  first  and  sec¬ 
ond  battles  of  Hatchie’s  Run,  also  Stony  Point  and  Five  Forks,  and  was  with 
Sheridan  in  front  of  Lee  at  Appomattox  when  the  Confederate  army  sur- 
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rendered.  He  was  mustered  out  July  3,  1865,  and  at  once  returned  home,  hav¬ 
ing  made  an  excellent  and  commendable  record  as  a  soldier. 

Re-entering  the  University  of  Buffalo,  Israel  Pattison  made  a  splendid  rec¬ 
ord  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution,  medical  department,  in  February, 
1867.  He  then  returned  to  his  native  county  and  on  June  1,  1870,  married 
Alice  Coleman,  daughter  of  Dilly  and  Sarah  (Sproll)  Coleman.  She  was  born 
in  Fort  Robinson,  Canada,  December  25,  1848.  They  immediately  started 
west,  intending  to  locate  in  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  but  'while  stopping  overnight 
at  Otsego,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  Doctor  was  induced  to  locate  there,  and 
he  remained  and  built  up  an  extensive  and  successful  practice.  During  the 
following  autumn  he  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Otsego  and  when  the  Bur¬ 
lington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railroad  was  extended  to  Oelwein  he  moved 
the  postoffice  there  in  advance  of  the  order  authorizing  the  change.  This  was 
when  this  vicinity  was  a  wild  expanse  of  prairie  and  gave  no  indication  of  its 
future  growth  and  development.  He  was  a  life-long  Republican,  his  first  vote 
having  been  cast  for  Lincoln.  He  took  an  abiding  interest  in  local  political 
affairs  and,  in  fact,  everything  that  has  to  do  with  the  betterment  of  the 
county.  He  was  a  leader  in  various  walks  of  life  and  was  recognized  as  such. 
He  was  the  first  mayor  of  Oelwein  and  held  that  position  to  the  entire  satis¬ 
faction  of  all  concerned  for  two  successive  terms.  He  was  coroner  of  Fayette 
county  during  1889  and  1890.  He  was  prominently  identified  with  state 
militia  for  many  years,  being  commissioned  second  and  first  lieutenants  and 
captain  of  Company  F,  Fourth  Iowa  National  Guard,  and  he  was  also  assistant 
surgeon  of  the  Fourth  Regiment.  He  was  a  prominent  and  influential  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Iowa  state  Legislature  in  the  twenty-fifth  General  Assembly,  1894, 
looking  carefully  to  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  In  1896  he  was  appointed 
a  delegate  to  the  Farmers  Congress  held  at  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  and  in  the 
same  year  was  a  delegate  to  the  Medical  Congress  held  at  the  city  of  Mexico. 
He  was  an  earnest  and  influential  worker  in  each  of  these  notable  gatherings. 

Doctor  Pattison  was  surgeon  of  the  Rock  Island  railroad  from  the  time  it 
came  to  Oelwein  until  about  1900,  and  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  from 
the  date  of  its  entry  to  this  city  until  the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  prominent 
in  fraternal  matters,  having  attained  the  thirty-second  degree  of  Masonry,  and 
he  belonged  to  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  the 
Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
His  wife  and  two  daughters  belonged  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  and  the 
entire  family  to  the  Episcopal  church. 

To  Dr.  Israel  Pattison  and  wife  five  children  were  born,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  John  F.,  a  physician  of  Oelwein,  whose  sketch  ap- 
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pears  herein;  Dilly  Nelson,  also  a  practicing  physician  at  Oelwein,  whose  sketch 
appears  on  another  page  of  this  work;  Mary,  who  married  Fred  Quirmbach 
and  lives  at  Needles,  California,  where  he  is  a  dispatcher  for  the  Santa  Fe 
railroad;  of  their  four  children,  three  are  living,  Charles,  Arthur  and  Robert; 
Alice  Pattison  married  William  Mathie  and  lives  at  Needles,  California;  he  is 
train-master  on  the  Santa  Fe  railroad,  and  was  formerly  general  superintendent 
of  the  Oelwein  terminals  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  road;  they  have  two 
sons,  Bruce  and  Glyde.  Sarah  Pattison  married  Arthur  Phillips  and  lives  in 
Seattle,  Washington,  where  Mr.  Phillips  is  extensively  engaged  in  business, 
having  a  number  of  interior  decorators  in  his  employ.  Another  member  of  the 
late  Doctor  Pattison’s  family  is  Matilda  Pattison,  who  has  been  as  a  member 
of  the  family  circle  since  her  childhood. 

The  death  of  Dr.  Israel  Pattison  occurred  on  April  26,  1903.  As  a  citi¬ 
zen  he  was  public-spirited  and  enterprising,  as  a  friend  and  neighbor  he  com¬ 
bined  the  qualities  of  head  and  heart  that  won  confidence  and  commanded  re¬ 
spect  and  as  a  practitioner  of  medicine  he  had  a  comprehensive  grasp  upon  the 
science  of  materia  medica  and  brought  honor  and  dignity  to  the  position  he  oc¬ 
cupied  among  his  fellow  practitioners.  With  such  distinguished  success  he 
was  easily  the  peer  of  his  professional  brethren  in  northeastern  Iowa, — in  short 
he  was  one  of  the  state’s  prominent  citizens,  honored  and  esteemed  by  all 
clashes. 


JOHN  KUHEN. 

“Through  struggle  to  triumph,”  seems  to  be  the  maxim  which  holds  sway 
for  the  majority  of  our  citizens,  and,  though  it  is  undoubtedly  true  that  many 
fall  exhausted  in  the  conflict,  a  few  by  their  inherent  force  of  character  and 
strong  mentality,  rise  above  their  environment  and  everything  which  seems  to 
hinder  them,  until  they  reach  the  plane  of  affluence  toward  which  their  faces 
were  set  through  long  years  of  struggle  that  must  necessarily  precede  any 
accomplishment  of  great  magnitude.  Such  was  the  history  of  the  late  well- 
remembered  John  Kuhen,  who  was  long  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
Fayette  county,  but  who  is  now  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just.  He  was  born  in 
Noble  county,  Ohio,  February  22,  1838,  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (De- 
Vore)  Kuhen,  both  natives  of  Ohio,  in  which  state  the  father  devoted  his  life 
successfully  to  farming  pursuits  until  his  death. 

John  Kuhen,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Preble  county,  Ohio,  assisting  with  the  work  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  he 
grew  to  manhood.  In  February,  1863,  he  married  Rebecca  Wroe,  and  a  few 
months  later  enlisted  as  a  soldier  and  was  mustered  in  service  as  a  private  in 
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Company  N,  Sixth  West  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  all  engagements  in  which  his  regiment  was 
engaged.  He  had  seven  brothers  in  the  Union  army.  Three  of  them,  Dan¬ 
iel,  George  and  Solomon,  were  wounded,  but  they  all  recovered.  Of  the 
fifteen  children  born  to  John  and  Margaret  Kuhen,  all  are  now  deceased  ex¬ 
cepting  Daniel  and  Margaret. 

After  the  war  John  Kuhen  returned  to  West  Virginia  and  was  mustered 
out  of  the  service  in  June,  1865,  and  in  September  of  that  year  he  and  his 
wife  come  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  after 
remaining  here  a  short  time  they  purchased  a  farm  which  Mr.  Kuhen  man¬ 
aged  most  successfully  until  his  death.  He  was  always  a  hard  worker  and 
good  manager  and  he  made  a  comfortable  living  and  laid  by  a  competency  for 
his  family.  He  had  a  nice  home  and  many  good  improvements  on  the  place  in 
every  respect,  for  he  took  a  delight  in  keeping  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  his 
work.  Mrs.  Kuhen  and  her  sons  now  have  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the 
township,  consisting  of  over  three  hundred  acres.  They  make  a  specialty  of 
raising  Holstein  cattle  in  connection  with  general  farming  and  they  are  keep¬ 
ing  up  the  work  inaugurated  by  John  Kuhen,  whose  death  occurred  October 
26,  1908,  after  a  life  filled  with  success,  good  deeds  to  his  fellow  citizens  and 
replete  with  honor,' for  he  was  a  man  who  delighted  in  honest  dealings  and 
kind  hospitable  treatment  of  his  neighbors.  Two  of  his  sons  yet  remain  on 
the  farm. 

Mrs.  Kuhen,  who,  as  before  stated,  became  the  wife  of  John  Kuhen  in 
February,  1863,  was  born  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  and  she  is  the  daughter 
of  Samuel  Austin  and  Orfa  (McCann)  Wroe,  the  former  born  on  the  Atlantic 
ocean  while  his  parents  were  enroute  from  Ireland  to  America,  his  father  hav¬ 
ing  been  a  sea  captain.  He  grew  up  in  Pennsylvania,  studied  medicine  and 
became  a  noted  surgeon.  He  came  with  John  Kuhen  and  wife  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  lived  retired  until  his  death.  For  a  short  time  he  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  Union  army,  but  on  account  of  his  advanced  age  and  ill  health 
he  was  not  long  retained.  Three  of  Mrs.  Kuhen’s  brothers  were  in  Com¬ 
pany  N,  Sixth  Virginia  Volunteer  Infantry,  George  Wroe  serving  four  years, 
John  Wesley  Wroe,  three  years,  and  Jerome  Wroe,  during  the  last  year  of  the 
war. 

Eleven  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Kuhen,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  the  other  nine  are  living  at  this  writing,  namely:  George  L., 
Virginia  Belle,  Maggie  Florence,  Mary  A.  (deceased),  Benjamin  Franklin, 
Charles,  Delbert,  Emery  L.,  Emma  Zoe,  Agnes  A.  (deceased)  and  Ethelpella 
Paola.  All  of  these  children  are  residents  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  excepting 
Emery  L.,  who  is  principal  of  the  schools  at  Wimbledon,  North  Dakota. 
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ARTHUR  M.  DOUGHTY. 

Among  the  most  respected  and  honored  citizens  of  Fayette  county  stands 
Arthur  M.  Doughty,  of  Smithfield  township,  for  he  has  not  only  shown  his 
ability  to  achieve  material  success,  but  has  lived  that  character  of  a  life 
which  commands  the  admiration  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Arthur  M.  Doughty  was  born  November  n,  1869,  in  Byron,  Ogle 
county,  Illinois,  being  the  fourth  child  of  seven  children  born  to  John  and 
Harriet  E.  (Parker)  Doughty.  The  father  was  born  near  Quebec,  Canada, 
October  8,  1832,  his  mother  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  January  28,  1834.  While 
both  were  still  young  children  their  parents  moved  to  Ogle  county,  Il¬ 
linois,  and  here  they  both  grew  up  on  farms,  and,  on  reaching  maturity,  were 
married,  in  1861.  There  they  began  life  on  a  farm  and  in  1871  removed  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Smithfield  township,  where  they  purchased 
a  fine  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  32,  to  which  they  later 
added  eighty  acres  in  section  33.  They  made  this  large  farm  their  home 
until  the  year  1900,  when  Mr.  Doughty  retired  from  active  farm  life  and 
moved  to  Fayette,  Fayette  county,  which  he  still  makes  his  residence.  Mr. 
Doughty  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  his  loyalty  to  the  principles  of  his  party 
has  brought  to  him  the  honor  of  several  offices  in  his  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  has  held,  at  dif¬ 
ferent  times,  all  of  the  offices  of  the  church.  He  may  fitly  be  designated 
by  that  phrase  which  can  so  rarely  be  used,  a  Christian  gentleman.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Doughty  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  William  W.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1862,  who  resides  with  his  parents  in  Fayette;  George  E.,  born  April  5, 
1864,  who  lives  in  Smithfield  township;  Anna  B.,  wife  of  Frank  Chittenden, 
of  Smithfield  township,  born  January  15,  1866;  Arthur  M.  (the  subject 
of  this  sketch),  born  November  11,  1869;  Jennie  M.,  wife  of  J.  F.  Wilkin¬ 
son,  born  May  9,  1873;  Edith  E.,  born  April  18,  1876,  wife  of  Will  Dugan, 
of  Smithfield  township;  Jessie  L.,  born  October  13,  1878,  wife  of  Joseph 
Woods,  residing  in  Smithfield  township. 

Arthur  M.  Doughty  has  always  resided  on  the  home  farm,  making  his 
home  with  his  parents  until  they  moved  to  Fayette.  On  their  retirement 
from  active  farm  life  and  removal  to  the  city,  he  rented  the  home  place  from 
them,  and  in  1903,  by  reason  of  the  exercise  of  that  thrift  and  strict  atten¬ 
tion  to  work  which  only  bring  success,  was  able  to  purchase  the  homestead 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  32  where  he  now  lives,  farming 
this  tract,  which  is  always  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

In  October,  1900,  Mr.  Doughty  married  Clara  Prideaux,  who  was  born 
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in  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  October  12,  1875,  being  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen  (Hudson)  Prideaux,  both  of  Whom  were  natives  of  Grant  county, 
Wisconsin,  the  former  born  on  May  23,  1842,  and  the  latter  on  January  6, 
1852.  In  1893  they  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Putnam 
township,  where  they  lived  until  1901,  when  they  retired  from  farm  life  and 
took  up  their  residence  in  Arlington,  Iowa,  where  they  still  reside.  Mrs. 
Doughty  is  the  second  of  four  children  born  to  them.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Doughty 
are  the  parents  of  four  children,  Harlie  Merwin,  born  January  1,  1901 ;  Don¬ 
ald,  Dean,  born  April  24,  1904;  Elizabeth  Ellen,  born  September  23,  1906, 
and  John  Russell,  born  November  25,  1909. 

Politically,  Mr.  Doughty  is  a  Republican,  and  has  taken  considerable 
interest  in  local  politics,  having  very  ably  held  the  offices  of  township  trus¬ 
tee,  constable,  and  is  now  township  trustee.  His  religious  sympathies  are 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  Which  he  is  a  member  and  in  which 
he  holds  the  office  of  trustee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  Camp  No.  4621,  Maynard,  Iowa.  Mr.  Doughty  is  regarded  as 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  and  enjoys  the  confidence,  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  public. 


HENRY  S.  COVENTRY. 

The  career  of  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch,  illustrates  forcibly  the  possibilities  that  are  open  to 
men  of  earnest  purpose,  integrity  and  sterling  business  qualifications.  A 
well  spent  life  and  an  honorable  career  constitute  his  record  and  now,  after 
long  years  of  honest  toil,  he  finds  himself  surrounded  with  all  the  comforts 
of  a  rural  home  in  the  midst  of  fertile  and. well-cultivated  acres  which  he  can 
call  his  own. 

Henry  S.  Coventry,  a  farmer  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  was 
born  in  Hudson,  New  York,  March  8,  1850,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Alexander 
W.  and  Catherine  (Lowe)  Coventry,  the  father  born  in  Columbia  county, 
New  York,  and  the  mother  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  the  date  of  the  former’s 
birth  being  May  29,  1809,  and  that  of  the  latter  March  8,  1822.  The  pater¬ 
nal  grandfather  was  Thomas  Coventry,  a  native  of  England.  Both  sides  of 
the  family  were  of  sterling  old  Quaker  stock.  Thomas  Coventry  came  to 
America  in  an  early  day  and  lived  in  Columbia  county,  New  York,  where 
he  reared  his  family  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters.  Grandfather  John 
Lowe,  a  native  of  Scotland,  married  Elizabeth  McLaren,  came  to  America, 
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and  located  on  Staten  Island,  New  York,  where  he  died  of  a  fever  six  weeks 
after  landing  there,  leaving  a  widow  and  five  children,  namely:  Peter,  Wil¬ 
liam,  Daniel,  Catherine  and  Jane.  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Lowe  came  to  Iowa  in 
1861  and  lived  with  the  Coventry  family  until  her  death,  in  1886,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years. 

Alexander  W.  Coventry  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  in 
youth  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade,  later  becoming  a  plate  glass  worker. 
He  was  reared  in  the  state  of  New  York,  but  lived  for  some  time  in  Lennox, 
Massachusetts.  On  account  of  failing  health  he  was  compelled  to  give  up 
his  trade,  and  in  1861  he  came  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  procured  eighty  acres  of  land  in  section  13,  only  three  acres  of 
which  had  been  cleared,  and  on  this  stood  a  log  house  and  stable.  He  im¬ 
proved  the  place  and  made  a  very  comfortable  home  here  in  which  he  lived 
until  his  death,  in  December,  1885,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years,  his  widow 
surviving  until  February,  1906,  reaching  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  He 
was  a  school  director  and  held  other  minor  offices.  Politically,  he  was  a 
Republican.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Robert  H., 
who  died  in  infancy  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  Henry  S.,  of  this  re¬ 
view. 

Henry  S.  Coventry  was  educated  in  a  log  school  house  in  Highland 
township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  later  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette 
county,  also  taking  a  business  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton  Business  Col¬ 
lege.  He  has  engaged  in  various  pursuits,  including  teaching  school  one 
term,  which  was  very  creditably  done ;  also  took  up  fire  insurance,  school 
supplies  for  A.  H.  Andrews  &  Company  and  Thomas  Kane  &  Company  of 
Chicago,  at  the  same  time  looked  after  farming  interests.  He  is  the  owner 
of  ninety-five  acres  of  land  in  Illyria  township.  He  carries  on  diversified 
farming  and  dairying,  and  raises  fine  stock,  Norman  and  coach  horses  and 
Poland-China  hogs. 

On  March  8,  1880,  Mr.  Coventry  married,  at  Elgin,  Io\va,  Mary  C. 
Trumbold,  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  sons,  namely:  Clarence  W.,  born  June  21,  1881,  is  living  at 
home;  George  S.  died  when  four  years  old;  Arthur  M.  died  when  five  months 
old.  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lu¬ 
theran  church,  passed  to  her  rest  on  October  8,  1891. 

Mr.  Coventry  first  cast  his  vote  for  Grant  in  1872;  he  was  later  a  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Greenbacks,  and  is  now  a  Democrat.  He  very  faithfully  per¬ 
formed  the  duties  of  clerk  of  Illyria  township  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years, 
was  a  valued  member  of  the  school  board  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and 
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he  was  at  one  time  a  candidate  for  county  recorder.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  Lodge  No.  518  at  Elgin,  Iowa;  also  the  In¬ 
dependent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Wadena  Lodge  No.  723,  being  a  charter 
member  of  the  same  and  is  its  present  treasurer;  he  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Wadena,  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Gleaners.  No. 
853,  at  Highland,  Iowa.  Clarence,  the  son,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Ancient  Order  of  Gleaners.  Mr. 
Coventry  is  a  well  read  man  and  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  current 
events  and  he  enjoys  the  respect  and  friendship  of  a  wide  circle  of  acquain¬ 
tances. 


WILLIAM  VALE  MALVEN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  retired  farmer  living  in  the  town  of  May¬ 
nard,  is  a  native  of  Orange  county,  New  York,  born  at  Port  Jervis  on  the 
20th  day  of  October,  1845.  On  the  paternal  side  of  his  family  is  Scotch, 
his  father,  Charles  Malven,  having  been  born  in  the  historic  old  city  of  Ed¬ 
inburgh.  When  fourteen  years  of  age,  Charles  Malven  came  to  America 
with  his  parents,  who  settled  at  Stroudsburg,  Pennsylvania,  but  subsequently 
removed  to  Orange  county,  New  York,  where  they  lived  the  remainder  of 
their  days.  They  had  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  Charles  was  the 
youngest,  the  names  of  the  others  being  Grace,  John,  David  and  Samuel. 
Ann  Michaels,  wife  of  Charles  Malven  and  mother  of  the  subject,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  came  of  sterling  German  stock,  her  ancestors  having  been 
among  the  early  settlers  and  substantial  people  of  Monroe  county,  that  state. 
In  1850  Charles  Malven  moved  his  family  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  being 
four  weeks  en  route  and  settling  about  two  miles  from  Colesburg,  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  where  he  secured  a  tract  of  timbered  land,  which  in  due  time  he 
cleared  and  reduced  to  cultivation.  Later,  in  1858,  he  purchased  a  prairie 
farm  about  two  and  a  fourth  miles  south  of  Colesburg,  where  he  lived  until 
1864,  when  he  disposed  of  his  holdings  near  that  town  and  moved  to  Greeley, 
in  the  same  county.  Purchasing  a  small  farm  south  of  the  latter  place,  he 
retired  to  the  same  and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  the 
month  of  July,  1881,  his  wife  in  the  year  1895.  Mr.  Malven  was  a  self-made, 
self-taught  man  and  stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  people  among  whom 
he  lived.  His  integrity  was  always  above  reproach  and  against  his  char¬ 
acter  no  breath  of  suspicion  was  ever  uttered.  He  was  one  of  the  early  tem¬ 
perance  advocates  of  Iowa,  used  his  influence  upon  all  occasions  for  the  good 
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of  his  fellow  men  and  his  name  is  cherished  as  a  grateful  legacy  not  only  by 
his  family  and  descendants,  but  by  the  community  in  which  his  later  years 
were  spent. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Charles  and  Ann  Malven,  namely:  John, 
merchant  and  auctioneer,  died  in  1908;  Nicholas,  a  merchant  for  a  number 
of  years  at  Medford,  Minnesota,  died  in  June,  1900;  Capt.  Daniel  S.,  for 
twenty  years  a  traveling  salesman  for  the  Olds,  Milburn  and  Chatauguna 
wagon  companies,  and  long  a  resident  of  Texas,  died  some  years  ago  in 
Jackson,  Mississippi;  Mary,  wife  of  James  Potts,  of  Charles  City,  Iowa,  both 
deceased;  William,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Frank  H.,  of  Greeley;  Emma, 
who  married  Frank  Burbridge,  of  Oneida,  Iowa;  Alice,  wife  of  G.  W.  Dry- 
bread,  a  merchant  of  Emmettsburg,  this  state,  and  Lincoln,  who  lives  at 
Temple,  Oklahoma.  Patriotism  and  love  of  country  appear  to  be  inherent 
in  the  Malven  family,  four  of  the  above  brothers  having  served  in  the  late 
Civil  war  and  achieved  honorable  reputations  as  soldiers.  John  enlisted  in 
the  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry  at  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion  and  served  three 
years,  during  which  time  he  took  part  in  a  number  of  campaigns  and  battles 
and  made  a  record  of  which  any  soldier  might  well  feel  proud.  Nicholas 
served  one  year  in  the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  Daniel,  who  joined  the 
Fifth  Regiment,  became  captain  of  Company  K,  and  was  three  years  at  the 
front,  during  some  of  the  most  trying  experiences  of  the  war.  Returning 
home  some  time  before  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  service,  he  was  in¬ 
strumental  in  recruiting  three  companies  of  the  Seventh  Cavalry,  in  one  of 
which  his  brother  Nicholas  enlisted.  The  subject  of  this  review  also  exper¬ 
ienced  his  baptism  of  fire,  a  reference  to  which  will  be  found  in  another  para¬ 
graph. 

William  V.  Malven  was  reared  to  farm  labor  and  enjoyed  but  limited 
educational  advantages  during  his  childhood  and  youth.  He  grew  up  on 
the  home  farm  a  strong,  well  developed  young  man  and  assisted  his  parents 
until  February,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fifth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
with  which  he  served  until  August  of  the  following  year.  He  shared  with 
his  comrades  the  fortunes  and  vicissitudes  of  war,  in  Kentucky,  Tennes¬ 
see,  Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia,  participating  in  a  number  of  battles 
and  skirmishes,  among  the  former  being  the  bloody  engagements  at  Nash¬ 
ville  and  Franklin,  to  say  nothing  of  his  many  long,  tiresome  marches  and 
other  duties  which  test  a  soldier’s  experience  and  prove  his  worth.  Return¬ 
ing  home  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  he  resumed  the  peace¬ 
ful  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  four  years  later,  on  the  iotli  of  June,  1869, 
was  happily  married  to  Hattie  A.  Talcott,  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Silas  and  Jane  (Hammond)  Talcott,  natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and 
Pennsylvania. 

In  1875  Mr.  Malven  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  two 
and  a  half  miles  southwest  of  Maynard,  where  he  lived  for  six  years,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  bought  a  farm  two  miles  east  of  that  town  and 
still  later  invested  in  land  a  short  distance  to  the  north.  He  now  owns  two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  all  well  improved  and  in  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation.  On  this  land  he  lived  and  prospered  until  the  year  1906,  when, 
finding  himself  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  competency,  sufficient  indeed 
to  make  him  independent,  he  turned  his  farm  over  to  other  hands  and  moved 
to  Maynard,  where  he  is  notv  living  a  life  of  quiet  and  honorable  retirement. 
Mr.  Malven  is  an  intelligent,  enterprising  citizen,  deeply  interested  in  the 
material  advancement  of  the  community  and  the  general  welfare  of  his 
fellow  men,  and  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all 
who  know  him.  His  life  has  been  somewhat  strenuous  and  singularly  suc¬ 
cessful  and  his  career  may  be  studied  with  profit  by  the  young  man  at  the 
parting  of  the  ways,  whose  record  is  still  a  matter  of  the  future. 
Fraternally,  he  holds  membership  with  Sunnyside  Lodge  No.  510,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  with  Eastern  Star  Chapter  No.  103  and 
Reynolds  Post  No.  47,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  his  wife  being  an  active 
worker  in  the  Woman’s  Relief  Corps  and  the  Eastern  Star. 

For  over  thirty  years  Mr.  Malven  has  been  a  widely  known  and  re¬ 
markably  successful  auctioneer,  in  which  capacity  he  has  come  in  contact  with 
all  classes  and  conditions  of  men  in  his  own  and  other  counties,  making  many 
warm  friends  and  adding  continuously  to  his  popularity  as  a  man  and  a 
citizen.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  of  public  interest,  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket  and  is  well  informed  on  all  issues  of  the  day.  All 
who  know  him  speak  in  high  terms  of  his  many  excellent  qualities  and  his 
popularity  is  limited  only  by  the  range  of  his  acquaintance. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Malven  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz :  Daniel  S., 
who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years ;  Charles  C.,  a  rural  mail  carrier, 
married  Caroline  Jacobson  and  is  the  father  of  four  children,  Madge  B., 
Edith  L.,  Alice  I.  and  William  J.  B. ;  Harvey  James,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  a  farmer  of  Harlan  to'wnship,  married  Tillie  Struthoff,  who  has 
borne  him  two  offspring,  Herbert  W.  and  George  M.  by  name ;  Georgie,  the 
next  in  succession,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  Hanes  and  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Charles  M.,  Beulah  and  Doris ;  Carl  V.,  the  fifth  of  the  family,  is 
at  home,  and  the  third  died  when  five  years  of  age. 

Mrs.  Malven’s  maternal  grandparents  were  David  and  Deborah  (Jones) 


784 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Hammond,  both  of  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  of  English  lineage.  They 
had  five  children,  two  of  whom  survive,  Mrs.  Jane  Talcott  and  Mrs.  Sarah 
Hitchcock,  the  latter  of  Lake  Mills,  Wisconsin.  Silas  Talcott,  father  of 
Mr.  Malven,  was  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Rebecca  Talcott,  of  Lake  county,  Ohio. 
By  occupation  Silas  was  a  carpenter  and  builder.  He  went  to  Greeley,  Iowa, 
in  1852  and  started  a  store  which  he  ran  for  several  years  with  gratifying 
success,  later  turning  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  spent  the  lat¬ 
ter  part  of  his  life  with  Mr.  Malven,  dying  in  1888,  since  which  time  his 
widow  has  made  her  home  with  the  subject. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott  had  four  children,  Linden  C.,  of  Delphos,  Kansas, 
who  served  three  years  in  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  is  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade;  Lemuel  D.,  of  Maynard,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in 
these  pages;  Mrs.  Malven,  and  Henry,  a  special  detective  for  the  Chicago, 
Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  who  was  killed  in  1891  while  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty. 


GEORGE  WILLIAM  PITCH. 

x  x  native  of  Youngstown,  Ohio,  born  October  13,  1844,  he  is  the  second 
son  and  third  child  born  to  George  and  Deborah  (Boleyn)  Pitch,  natives,  re¬ 
spectively,  of  New  York  City  and  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio.  The  Pitch  family 
has  been  identified  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  this  country  from  early 
colonial  days.  (Lor  fuller  genealogical  record  see  personal  sketch  of  Elmer 
E.  Pitch,  in  this  volume.) 

The  early  members  of  this  family  were  devoted  to  educational  and  philan¬ 
thropic  pursuits,  one  of  the  ancestors  being  the  founder  of  Yale  College,  at 
which  several  succeeding  generations  were  educated.  Another  was  the  founder 
of  a  free  hospital  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  for  the  treatment  of  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers,  during,  and  following,  the  war  of  1812.  This  was,  probably,  the 
first  free  hospital  in  America.  None  of  them  were  “money  makers,”  in  the 
sense  of  extensive  accumulation,  but  devoted  their  means  to  the  relief  of 
others  and  to  the  upbuilding  of  public  institutions.  Among  them  are  found  in 
history,  noted  physicians,  the  first  pastor  of  Saybrook  Colony,  the  first  gov¬ 
ernor  of  Connecticut,  and  officials  and  professionals  of  lesser  prominence  all 
along  the  line  of  six  generations  in  America.  They  have  been  a  law-abiding 
race,  moral  and  upright,  though  not  distinguished  as  rigid  adherents  to  church 
creeds.  They  have  been  more  devoted  to  teaching  than  preaching,  though  each 
profession  has  had  its  able  representatives. 
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The  Boleyn  family,  as  represented  by  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  also  of  English  origin,  and  was  founded  in  America  (Virginia) 
soon  after  the  Cromwellian  insurrection.  In  fact  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  this  country,  Col.  Robert  “Bolling,”  was  one  of  Cromwell’s  exiled  officers. 
They  have  been  an  intensely  loyal  race,  and  have  borne  arms  in  defense  of 
American  institutions  throughout  all  the  early  Wars  with  Indians  and  the 
mother  country.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  the  subject  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Indian  wars,  and  also  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  losing  all  his  toes  by  freezing 
during  his  service  in  the  latter.  And  though  disabled  for  life,  and  very  poor, 
he  strenuously  refused  to  apply  for  a  pension,  and  went  to  his  grave  feeling 
that  no  man  who  is  able  to  provide  for  himself  should  ever  become  a  pensioner 
on  the  government.  He  was  a  cooper  by  occupation,  and  was  thus  enabled  to 
provide  a  scanty  living. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  in  1848,  George  W.  Fitch  was  thrown 
mostly  upon  his  own  resources.  His  mother,  during  her  widowhood,  devoted 
herself  to  school  teaching,  and  thus  a  maternal  home  was  seldom  established. 
For  a  few  years  the  child  lived  with  his  mother’s  people,  but  from  the  age  of 
nine  years,  and  part  of  the  time  before  that  period,  he  lived  in  the  families  of 
strangers.  Under  his  mother’s  supervision,  it  was  always  arranged  that  the 
boy  should  attend  school,  and  in  this  way  he  acquired  the  rudiments  of  a  com¬ 
mon  school  education  in  the  backwoods  of  northwestern  Pennsylvania.  From 
the  age  of  nine  to  fourteen  he  traveled  two  and  a  half  miles  to  school,  over 
unbroken  paths,  across  fields  and  through  the  woods,  often  in  deep  snow  and 
intense  cold.  But  this  was  not  the  worst  of  it!  Being  the  only  male  in  a 
family  composed  of  two  invalid  women,  one  an  extremely  old  lady,  and  her 
invalid  (old  maid)  daughter,  it  became  the  lot  of  the  boy  to  not  only  do  the 
chores  outside,  which  included  the  milking  of  two  or  more  cows,  the  care  of  a 
mare  and  from  one  to  three  of  her  colts,  attending  to  hogs  and  chickens,  pre¬ 
paration  and  carrying  in  of  fuel,  but  most  of  the  house  work  as  well !  This 
experience  is  cited  here  as  an  incentive  to  the  boys  who  now  “work  for  their 
board”  and  attend  school  from  other  than  the  parental  home.  Surely,  boys, 
it  is  no  “sinecure,”  which,  in  this  sense,  means  “snap !” 

But  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  his  mother  having  gone  to  Iowa  in  1852,  the 
boy  ran  away  from  the  embraces  of  sundry  sticks  of  stove-wood,  wielded  by 
the  sickly (  ?)  old  maid,  and  thenceforth  paddled  his  own  canoe!  He  made 
two  or  three  trips  across  the  mountains  with  droves  of  cattle  and  sheep,  and 
was  much  incensed  at  the  habitual  call  along  the  route  by  farmer  lads,  “Come 
boss  forty  cents  a  day  and  no  dinner !”  But  the  drover  boys  were  more 
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aristocratic  than  the  farmer  boys  knew,  for  they  had  “six  o’clock  dinners’’ 
that  were  partaken  of  with  a  relish  born  of  starvation. 

In  winter  time,  the  boy  always  pulled  in  somewhere  and  attended  school. 
In  fact  it  was  his  early  ambition  to  acquire  an  education,  and  a  term  or  two  of 
schooling  was  always  a  consideration  in  making  his  arrangements  with  would- 
be  employers.  He  worked  one  summer  in  a  stone  quarry  at  Shaw’s  Mill, 
Allegheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  a  short  time  in  a  coal  mine  near  the  same 
place.  But  the  killing  of  the  wheat  and  corn  by  an  untimely  frost  in  1858 
was  a  crushing  blow,  not  only  to  the  farmers  who  employed  help,  but  more 
especially  to  the  homeless  hoy  who  depended  upon  them  for  the  means  of  ex¬ 
istence.  There  were  no  rich  farmers  in  that  day — at  least  not  in  northwestern 
Pennsylvania,  and  this  was  before  the  days  of  labor-saving  farm  machinery. 
All  the  hay  was  cut  with  scythes,  and  the  grain  was  cut  with  cradles,  or  even 
the  hand  sickles,  of  which  the  present  generation  has  no  practical  knowledge. 
In  order  to  forestall  the  husky  fellows  of  mature  years,  the  boy  was  obliged  to 
pose  as  a  first-class  mower  and  cradler,  and,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  he  made 
good  the  claim !  At  the  age  of  sixteen,  he  could  cut  more  grain  with  a  cradle 
than  any  man  could  rake  and  bind  behind  him,  and  this  was  the  “stint!”  A 
few  years  later  he  posed  as  a  first-class  stacker,  though  he  had  then  never  laid 
a  sheaf  in  a  stack,  but  had  “observed”  how  others  did  it !  He  made  good  there, 
also,  as  farmers  now  living  in  this  county  can  verify,  and  his  services  were 
eagerly  sought,  at  “harvest  wages.” 

But  in  the  fall  of  1858,  after  the  big  frost,  the  outlook  for  the  boy  was 
gloomy,  indeed.  After  many  fruitless  efforts  to  find  a  place  where  he  could 
work  a  while  in  the  fall,  and  chore  for  his  board  through  the  winter,  he  was 
directed  to  one  James  A.  Phillips,  near  Butler,  Pennsylvania.  It  was  stated 
that  “Jim”  had  no  boys,  but  had  eight  girls !  Think  of  that,  boys  !  The  appeal 
from  a  pale,  immature  boy,  for  the  privilege  of  attending  school  from  his 
house,  touched  the  big-hearted  Phillips,  and  he  wept  like  a  child!  “Yes,”  he 
said,  “You  can  stay  and  go  to  school  from  my  house!”  And  to  the  credit  of 
the  fatherly  Phillips,  and  the  discredit  of  his  self-imposed  ward,  let  it  be  said 
that  Phillips  got  up  before  daylight  and  went  to  a  big  barn  on  another  part  of 
the  farm,  and  fed  a  large  herd  of  cattle,  attending  to  the  horses,  cows  and  hogs, 
without  ever  waking  his  sleepy  “boy.”  He  would  then  come  to  the  stairway 
and  call  the  boy  to  breakfast  in  a  voice  as  tender  and  kind  as  though  he  were 
calling  his  own  child!  The  best  that  the  boy  could  do  after  that,  was  to 
skirmish  around  and  get  in  some  water,  and  a  scuttle  of  coal,  and  away  to 
school.  “Jim’s  boy”  committed  to  memory  the  “Speech  Before  the  Virginia 
Convention,”  and  was  to  recite  it  at  school.  After  hearing  sundry  recitals, 
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Mr.  Phillips  observed  a  hole  in  the  elbow  of  the  boy's  coat,  and  straightway  he 
went  to  town  and  bought  him  a  new  one.  No  father,  mother  or  sisters  could 
ever  have  been  kinder  or  more  indulgent  than  this  noble  family.  Mr.  Phillips 
was  drafted  into  the  army  and  lost  his  life  at  the  battle  of  Hatcher's  Run, 
Virginia. 

The  winter  of  1 860-1  found  the  boy  at  school  in  Butler,  paying  his  board, 
besides  the  usual  choring  on  a  farm,  by  threshing  rye  with  a  flail.  All  the 
Saturdays  and  holidays  were  spent  in  this  way.  In  March,  1861,  he  hired 
out  on  a  farm  for  eight  months,  at  the  munificent  salary  of  eight  dollars  per 
month.  But  the  war-cloud  had  darkened  the  land,  and  however  tired  he 
might  be,  he  made  it  a  point  to  attend  all  “war  meetings,”  taking  a  great  in¬ 
terest  in  the  doings  and  sayings  thereat.  In  fact,  his  zeal  was  so  great  that 
he  was  selected  to  assist  in  enlisting  men,  and  was  promised  a  non-com¬ 
missioned  officers'  place  in  the  company  being  organized  (which  he  never  got 
till  three  years  afterward).  But  the  first  day  of  July,  1861,  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  D,  Sixty-second  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  and  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  then  under 
command  of  Major-Gen.  George  B.  McClellan,  who  had  just  then  superseded 
Lieut. -Gen.  Winfield  Scott.  The  Peninsula  campaign,  beginning  in  March, 
1862,  was  the  first  real  service,  though  he  had  taken  part  in  several  skirmishes; 
but  for  the  most  part  the  army  was  engaged  during  the  fall  and  winter  of 
1861  in  strengthening  the  fortifications  around  Washington.  The  Sixty- 
second  and  several  other  regiments  encamped  on  the  historic  estate  of  the 
Confederate  general,  Robert  E.  Lee,  and  that  chieftain’s  late  home  was 
turned  into  headquarters  for  the  “Yankee"  officers. 

George  W.  Fitch  participated,  with  his  command,  in  all  the  early  en¬ 
gagements  of  the  Peninsular  campaign,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in  the  battle 
of  Gain’s  Mills,  within  seven  miles  of  Richmond,  while  heading  a  squad  of 
seventeen  men  endeavoring  to  recover  the  dead  body  of  their  colonel  (Sam 
W.  Black).  This  was  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  the  colonel  having  fallen 
some  distance  in  advance  of  the  colors  of  his  regiment  and  the  rescuers  were 
surrounded  by  half  crazy,  whiskey-enthused  rebels,  and  all  went  to  Rich¬ 
mond  by  a  different  route  than  that  intended  or  hoped  for.  The  only  thing 
for  which  these  boys  were  specially  thankful  to  their  captors,  was  the  fact 
that  they  were  among  the  first  squad  of  prisoners  ever  “corralled-’  on  Belle 
Island.  The  ground  was  clean,  if  the  scanty  ration  of  pea  soup  was  not. 
For  a  short  time  the  Union  people  in  Richmond  were  permitted  to  drive  out 
to  the  camp  and  throw  loaves  of  bread  over  the  stockade  to  the  prisoners,  but 
the  military  authorities  soon  stopped  this  proceeding,  and  only  the  limited 
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rations  provided  by  the  Confederacy  were  permissible.  The  sweetest  morsel 
of  bread  Mr.  Fitch  ever  ate,  he  says,  was  the  remnant  of  a  loaf  he  caught 
from  the  hand  of  some  “darky”  employed  to  stand  in  the  rear  of  an  open 
wagon  and  throw  the  bread  across  the  high  fence  surrounding  the  prisoners. 
Being  taller  than  the  average  height  of  his  comrades,  and  having  the  advan¬ 
tage  of  a  little  hillock,  he  was  able  to  catch  a  loaf  above  the  myriad  of  hands 
reaching  for  it ;  but  by  the  time  it  was  on  a  level  with  the  “repository,”  noth¬ 
ing  remained  but  that  portion  squeezed  into  a  doughy  mass  in  the  palm  of  his 
hand ! 

The  subject  was  exchanged  in  time  to  join  his  command  on  the  march 
to  the  battlefield  of  second  Bull  Run,  and  the  year’s  work  culminated  in  the 
disastrous  defeat  of  Burnside  at  Fredericksburg.  Then,  in  May,  1863,  came 
another  defeat  at  Chancellorsville,  under  General  Hooker,  followed  soon 
after,  by  Lee’s  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.  Up  to  this  time  there  had-  not  been 
a  general  engagement  fought  in  which  the  Rebels  did  not  win,  or,  at  least, 
hold  their  own.  The  spring  of  1863  presented  a  gloomy  outlook  for  the 
Union  cause.  And  the  “fire-in-the-rear”  policy  of  disloyal  Northerners,  op¬ 
position  to  the  draft,  encouraging  and  concealing  deserters,  the  unfriendly 
attitude  of  some  foreign  nations,  and  a  disloyal  press  doing  business  in  nearly 
every  large  Northern  city,  all  conspired  to  belittle  the  Union  cause  and  extol 
the  Confederacy.  But  there  was  a  Grant  at  Vicksburg,  and  Pennsylvania  had 
sent  a  young  brigadier  to  the  front  a  year  before,  in  command  of  a  brigade 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves.  This  was  now  Major-Gen.  George  G.  Meade. 
General  Hooker  realized  his  incompetency,  and  asked  to  be  relieved  on  the 
march  to  Gettysburg.  This  was  done,  and  General  Meade  was  placed  in 
command.  The  whole  world  knows  the  result  of  the  two  great  battles,  fought 
simultaneously,  at  Gettysburg  and  Vicksburg.  The  “back-bone”  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  was  broken,  and,  fortunately,  it  was  too  old  for  the  “vertebrae”  ever 
to  knit. 

The  subject  of  this  article  re-enlisted  in  December,  1863,  and  served  the 
last  year  of  the  war  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Infantry.  As  a  member  of  these  two  organizations,  he 
participated  in  thirty-eight  general  engagements,  altogether,  with  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  or  on  raids  into  the  enemy’s  country  therefrom.  He  was 
once  captured  by  Mosby’s  guerrillas,  when  it  was  the  custom  of  that  lawless 
band  to  murder  every  prisoner  taken.  But  the  “immaturity  and  child-like 
appearance”  of  the  boy-soldier  saved  his  neck,  and  he  only  sacrificed  a  part  of 
his  clothing,  what  little  money  he  had  and  a  much-prized  gold  pen.  He 
was  paroled  on  the  field,  and  went  immediately  to  his  command,  handed  the 
parole  to  his  captain,  who  destroyed  it,  and  took  his  accustomed  place  in 
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the  company!  Fortunately  for  him,  the  same  parties  never  captured  him 
again ! 

The  ranks  of  these  companies  were  decimated  by  daily  casualties,  until 
neither  companies  nor  regiments  had  sufficient  number  of  men  to  entitle  them 
to  full  quotas  of  commissioned  officers.  Many  Worthy  men  received  pro¬ 
motions,  but  could  not  be  mustered  because  of  the  fact  above  recited.  It 
was  nothing  unusual  for  a  sergeant  to  be  temporarily  in  command  of  a 
company,  until  a  commissioned  officer  could  be  transferred  from  some  other 
company  or  regiment  more  fortunate.  After  serving  four  years,  lacking 
eight  days,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  discharged  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
and  soon  found  his  way  to  his  maternal  home  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  In 
less  than  a  month  after  reaching  home  he  attained  his  majority,  though  he 
had  voted  the  year  previously  while  in  the  army.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Republican  candidates,  and  has  never  voted  otherwise  on  national  or  legis¬ 
lative  affairs. 

The  student-soldier  carried  a  full  set  of  text-books,  and  some  others, 
all  through  the  war,  or  if  they  were  lost,  others  were  secured.  He  had  suc¬ 
cessfully  passed  a  teacher’s  examination  in  Pennsylvania,  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen,  and  thought  he  ought  to  do  as  well  in  Iowa.  He  received  his  first 
teacher’s  certificate  from  Rev.  John  M.  Wedgewood  (long  since  dead)  in 
Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  and  taught  several  years  at  Castalia,  in  that 
county.  He  then  combined  teaching  with  farming,  and  taught  the  “long 
term’’  in  the  Wadena  schools  for  eight  consecutive  years.  About  the  close 
of  this  teaching  career,  he  bought  a  farm  in  Bethel  township,  built  a  house 
and  made  other  improvements,  and  moved  his  family  there  in  the  spring 
of  1877.  In  the  autumn  of  that  year,  the  Republicans  made  Mr.  Fitch  their 
candidate  for  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools,  a  position  to 
which  he  was  three  times  re-elected.  He  inaugurated  many  reforms  in  the 
school  system  of  the  county,  and  some  of  his  “pet”  theories  have  been  in¬ 
corporated  in  the  school  laws  of  the  state.  Some  of  these  were  the  grada¬ 
tion  of  rural  schools,  and  the  keeping  of  systematic  records  of  each  pupil’s 
advancement  during  the  term ;  another  was  “uniformity  of  text-books” ; 
another,  “compulsory  education,”  and  one  of  the  most  important  was  “a  grad¬ 
uation  system  for  rural  schools.”  All  of  these  things  have  been  brought 
about  through  successors  in  office,  and  through  legislation,  while  many  other 
desirable  features  have  been  added.  Mr.  Fitch  established  the  first  county 
school  paper  in  the  state,  and  conducted  it  during  his  term  of  office,  turning 
it  over  to  his  successors,  who  continued  it  for  about  twenty  years. 

Soon  after  retiring  from  the  office  of  county  superintendent  of  schools 
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(in  1886)  Mr.  Fitch  became  interested  in  the  publication  of  local  and  general 
histories  throughout  the  United  States,  and  was  tendered  a  position  with  a 
Chicago  firm  of  historical  publishers.  With  these,  and  one  other  firm,  he 
traveled  extensively  for  several  years,  devoting  most  of  his  time  to  writing 
history  and  genealogy.  But  in  1895  he  became  associated  with  the  Bowen 
Publishing  Company,  then  of  Logansport,  Indiana,  but  now  of  Indianapolis. 
With  the  exception  of  three  years,  while  writing  the  ‘‘History  of  the  Anthra¬ 
cite  Coal  Regions"  of  eastern  Pennsylvania,  and  the  “Centennial  History  of 
Ohio,"  he  has  been  with  this  firm,  continuously.  He  has  written  histories,  or 
assisted  in  their  preparation,  in  nearly  every  Northern  state,  and  several  South¬ 
ern  ones. 

The  culminating  point  in  this  varied  career  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
reader  of.  this  sketch,  and  has  been  the  ambition  of  the  author  for  many  years. 
The  publishers  have  been  importuned  on  several  occasions  to  undertake  the 
publication  now  before  you.  and  we  feel  certain  that  the  author  has  done  his 
best,  and  that  to  the  lapse  of  many  years,  and  the  unfortunate  destruction  of 
public  records,  must  be  attributed  any  lack  of  completeness,  rather  than  to 
indifference  or  incompetency  upon  the  part  of  the  author. 

George  W.  Fitch  was  married  April  15,  1866,  to  Roxcie  A.,  daughter  of 
Rev.  William  and  Catherine  (Robbins)  Moore,  pioneers  in  Illyria  township. 
Mrs.  Fitch  was  born  in  Ashland  county,  Ohio,  December  18,  1845.  She  has 
lived  in  Fayette  county  since  the  arrival  of  the  parental  family  in  1854,  and 
was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  and  under  private  tutor.  For  a  number  of 
years  she  has  been  an  invalid,  almost  helpless  from  rheumatic  troubles.  Pre¬ 
viously  to  this  affliction,  she  was  very-  active  in  church,  Sunday  school  and 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  work.  Has  also  been  active  in  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps,  of  which  she  has  been  president,  and  also  served  sev¬ 
eral  terms  as  president  of  the  local  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union, 
and  one  year  as  county  president.  She  was  reared  in  the  United  Brethren 
church,  of  which  organization  her  father  and  two  brothers  were  ministers. 
But  for  the  last  thirty  years  Mrs.  Fitch  has  been  a  Methodist. 

Of  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Moore,  seven  are  now 
living.  The  eldest,  Rev.  Samuel  W.  Moore,  was  killed  in  the  army  during 
the  Civil  war;  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Dye  resides  in  West  Union;  Mrs.  Vesta  A. 
Shaffer  lives  at  Tama,  Iowa;  both  these  are  widows;  Mrs.  Samantha  McKellar 
died  in  Clayton  county  in  1896;  Mrs.  Fitch  was  next  in  order  of  birth;  Mrs. 
A.  R.  Moats  resides  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa ;  Robert  Clark  Moore  is  a  prosper¬ 
ous  farmer  in  Nebraska;  Edwin  O.  owns  a  good  farm  near  West  Union,  but 
is  also  the  owner  and  operator  of  the  Farmers’  Creamery,  and  lives  in  West 
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Union.  Rev.  Jasper  S.  Moore  owns  the  old  homestead  in  Illyria  township, 
ot  which  he  has  added  by  purchase  until  he  has  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
fine  farming  land,  with  excellent  buildings.  The  farm  is  leased  at  present, 
and  he  and  his  family  live  in  West  Union.  Francis  K.,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  died  in  1893,  leaving  a  wife  and  one  daughter. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitch  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  living. 
The  three  eldest  of  the  family  now  living  are  represented  in  this  work  in  per¬ 
sonal  sketches,  viz. :  William  E.,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Palmer  and  Denzil  A.  Mrs. 
Clara  (Fitch)  Iliff  resides  on  a  farm  near  Atkinson,  Nebraska,  and  Mrs. 
Maude  (Fitch)  De  Sart  resides  at  Mendota,  Illinois.  Mary  Luella,  a  young 
lady  of  bright  promise,  was  drowned,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  while  driving 
across  a  swollen  stream.  George  Porter  died  at  the  age  of  ten  months,  in 
1878.  All  the  children  were  educated  in  the  West  Union  schools  and  three 
of  them  were  teachers.  Mary  was  a  music  teacher,  driving  to  her  classes 
when  she  met  her  untimely  death,  February  7,  1890. 

Mr.  Fitch  is  a  Mason  and  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
being  a  charter  member  of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  of  which  he  was  the  first 
adjutant  and  second  commander.  He  has  held  the  offices  of  township  clerk, 
assessor,  secretary  of  township  school  board,  justice  of  the  peace,  etc. 


JUDGE  MARCELLUS  D.  PORTER. 

Although  young  in  years  and  not  long  a  resident  of  Fayette  county, 
Judge  Marcellus  D.  Porter  has,  by  a  career  of  fidelity  to  duty,  honorable  deal¬ 
ing  with  his  fellowmen  and  his  activity  in  all  matters  having  for  their  object 
the  upbuilding  of  this  locality,  easily  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all 
classes  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  vicinity  honored  by  his 
residence.  He  is  the  scion  of  an  influential  old  family  of  Guthrie  county, 
Iowa,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  October  14,  1878,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Clinton  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Covoult)  Porter,  both  parents  natives  of  Clinton 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated.  They  came 
to  Iowa  about  1863  and  located  in  Guthrie  county  where  they  remained  until 
about  1880,  when  the  family  moved  to  Lewis,  Cass  county,  Iowa,  where  their 
son,  Marcellus  D.,  attended  the  public  schools  and  the  high  school,  after  which 
he  went  one  year  to  Simpson  College  at  Indianola.  Being  ambitious  to  gain 
a  good  education,  he  applied  himself  in  a  most  assiduous  manner  to  his  studies 
and  made  a  splendid  record.  After  leaving  school  he  gratified  a  desire  of 
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long  standing  by  beginning  the  study  of  law  in  1896  in  the  office  of  F.  J. 
Macomber,  and  in  1899  he  continued  his  legal  studies  in  the  office  of  W.  O. 
Lucas  at  Winterset,  Iowa,  and  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  January,  1900. 
In  February  of  that  year  he  located  in  Cumberland,  Iowa,  where  he  opened 
an  office  and  soon  enjoyed  a  very  satisfactory  patronage,  which  continued  until 
January,  1904,  when  he  came  to  Oelwein  where  he  found  a  wider  field  for  the 
exercise  of  his  talents.  He  practiced  alone  until  August,  1904,  when  he 
entered  into  partnership  with  Guy  W.  Backus,  with  whom  he  practiced  for 
about  one  year.  After  the  dissolution  of  this  partnership,  Mr.  Porter  con¬ 
tinued  the  practice  alone  until  the  fall  of  1906,  when  his  activity  in  public 
affairs  and  his  ability  to  serve  in  official  capacity  were  recognized  by  the  citi¬ 
zens  of  Oelwein  and  he  was  elected  judge  of  the  superior  court  of  that  city, 
which  office  he  has  held  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned,  irrespective 
of  party  alignment,  having  assumed  the  duties  of  this  office  in  January,  1907. 
He  has  shown  himself  to  be  well  versed  in  the  statutes,  broad-minded,  un¬ 
biased,  fair  and  impartial  in  his  decisions  and  evincing  a  desire  to  serve  the 
people  in  his  jurisdiction  in  the  best  manner  possible.  He  is  loyal  to  the 
Democratic  party,  and,  fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Benevolent  and  Pro¬ 
tective  Order  of  Elks. 

The  Judge  was  married  in  February,  1901,  to  Pearl  Morgan,  a  lady  of 
intelligence  and  culture,  the  daughter  of  Richard  and  Martha  (Jones)  Mor¬ 
gan,  her  family  long  a  prominent  one  in  this  county.  This  union  has  been 
graced  by  the  birth  of  two  interesting  children,  Helen  and  Ned  Porter. 

Personally,  Judge  Porter  is  a  man  of  pleasing  address,  gentlemanly, 
thoughtful  of  others’  interests,  straightforward,  industrious  and  honorable 
The  fact  that  he  has  achieved  success  in  the  courts  at  an  age  when  most  young 
men  are  just  entering  upon  the  formative  period  of  their  lives,  and  demon¬ 
strating  a  keen  analysis  and  clearness  of  perception  in  handling  all  cases  sub¬ 
mitted  to  him,  the  future  must  needs  be  replete  with  abundant  success  for  him. 


ARTHUR  CRAWFORD,  SR. 

A  former  well  known  and  highly  honored  resident  of  Windsor  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  \vas  Arthur  Crawford,  who  was  born  February  11, 
1825,  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  the  son  of  John  and  Martha  (Donaldson) 
Crawford.  John  Crawford  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1802  and  when  a  young 
man  came  to  America,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  became  acquainted 
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with  and  married  Miss  Donaldson,  who  was  born  in  that  state  in  1798.  Mr. 
Crawford  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  which  business  he  followed  through¬ 
out  his  life.  In  an  early  day  in  the  history  of  Ohio  he  took  up  his  resi¬ 
dence  in  Carroll  county,  where  he  developed  a  farm,  making  it  his  home  until 
his  death,  in  1848.  His  wife  lived  to  the  ripe  old  age  of  ninety,  dying  in 
1888.  There  were  nine  children,  of  whom  the  subject  was  the  second. 

Of  these  nine  children,  two  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Rachel,  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth,  wife  of  W.  T.  Grimes,  of  Auburn  township,  Fayette 
county,  came  to  this  county  with  her  husband  in  1858.  Robert  Crawford, 
the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  one  of  twins,  enlisted  in  the  late  Civil  war  in 
Company  A,  Thirty-Second  Ohio  Infantry.  During  his  service  he  contracted 
typhoid  fever,  from  which  he  died  at  'Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  in  October,  1863. 

Arthur  Crawford  was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  Ohio 
and  when  he  had  attained  to  mature  years  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Eliza¬ 
beth  Boyd,  June  15,  1854.  She  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  David  and  Agnes  (Bell)  Boyd.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
in  1810,  the  mother  in  Maryland  in  1814.  During  their  childhood  they  emi¬ 
grated  with  their  parents  to  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  where  they  were  married 
in  1832.  Of  five  children  born  to  this  union,  Mrs.  Crawford  was  the  eldest. 
The  fourth  child,  Alexander,  born  in  1843,  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Ninety- 
eighth  Ohio  Regiment,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga 
and  held  in  the  rebel  prisons  of  Belle  Isle  and  Andersonville  for  fifteen  months 
and  three  days,  before  being  exchanged,  and  at  that  time  was  so  diseased 
and  emaciated  that  he  was  discharged  at  Washington,  D.  C.  All  of  this 
family  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Crawford  remained  in  Carroll  county. 
The  founder  of  the  family  was  Alexander  Boyd,  who  left  his  native  home  in 
Ireland  and  located  in  Peoria  in  1798.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Craw¬ 
ford  took  his  wife  to  a  farm  in  his  native  county  and  devoted  his  time  to  the 
cultivation  of  the  soil  until  1861.  Then  at  the  first  call  for  troops  he  enlisted 
in  Company  A,  Thirty-second  Ohio  Infantry,  for  three  years,  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Green 
Brier  and  at  Harper’s  Ferry  was  twice  wounded,  carrying  one  ball  in  his  body 
to  his  grave.  He  was  captured  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  but  made  his  escape  and 
joined  his  regiment.  The  greater  part  of  the  time  he  was  engaged  on  duty 
in  the  West  and  participated  in  the  siege  and  capture  of  Vicksburg. 

Prior  to  the  Harper’s  Ferry  surrender,  Mr.  Crawford  was  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  battles  and  skirmishes :  Cheat  Mountain,  Green  Brier,  Harrisburg,  Cross 
Keys,  McDowell  and  Winchester,  besides  many  other  skirmishes  and  the  sur¬ 
render  of  Harper's  Ferry,  where  he  was  wounded  and  taken  prisoner,  carrying 
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in  his  left  side  two  rebel  balls.  With  twenty-two  others,  he  escaped  from  the 
rebel  lines  by  crossing  the  Potomac,  reaching  his  home  in  two  weeks  without 
a  penny  in  his  pockets;  he  was  exchanged  in  ninety  days  and  returned  to  his 
regiment.  Being  assigned  to  the  Western  division,  he  was  at  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  Being  disabled  there  with  a  broken  arm  and  not  fit  for  duty,  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps  and  there  served  out  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  enlistment  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois,  as  sergeant  of  Nos.  Nine 
and  Twelve  barracks,  that  contained  the  rebel  prisoners.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  in  Chicago,  Illinois,  at  the  close  of  his  term  of  service,  in  Septem¬ 
ber,  1864,  and  returned  to  his  old  home. 

Two  years  later  Mr.  Crawford  came  West  and  located  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa.  He  bought  a  farm  of  ninety  acres  in  section  1,  in  Windsor  township, 
afterward  by  additional  purchases  increasing  it  to  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres.  He  sold  parts  of  his  farm  at  various  times  and  bought  other  land 
in  different  parts  of  the  township.  At  his  death  he  owned  eighty  acres  in 
section  1  (the  old  homestead),  ten  acres  of  wood  land  in  section  2,  eighty 
acres  in  section  10  and  eighty  acres  in  section  15,  all  in  Windsor  township. 
He  willed  the  homestead  of  eighty  acres  to  his  son  Artie,  with  an  entail  of 
two  hundred  dollars  a  year  during  Mrs.  Crawford’s  lifetime.  Eighty  acres 
in  section  15  he  willed  to  his  son  David.  The  balance  remained  the  property 
of  the  estate.  After  Mr.  Crawford’s  death  the  estate  purchased  an  additional 
forty  acres  in  section  10  and  thus  the  property  remains  today.  Mr.  Crawford 
placed  all  his  land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  greatly  enhanced  its 
value  by  many  excellent  improvements.  Besides  his  farm  interests,  he  was 
connected  With  other  enterprises.  He  encouraged  the  organization  of  the 
Fayette  County  National  Bank,  of  West  Union,  and  became  a  member  of 
its  first  board  of  directors.  The  cause  of  education  found  in  him  a  warm 
friend  and  while  serving  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  he  did  much  effective 
work  in  that  line.  He  took  a  keen  interest  in  all  public  affairs  and  kept  well 
posted  on  the  leading  issues  of  the  day,  being  always  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party.  He  was  a  member  of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  West  Union.  Religiously  he  was  a  liberal  sup¬ 
porter  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  over  forty-five  years  prior  to  his  death. 
His  wife  has  also  been  an  active  member  of  the  same  church  since  she  was 
sixteen  years  old,  and  was  one  of  the  eight  members  who  helped  to  organize 
the  Presbyterian  church  in  West  Union. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  were  born  seven  children :  Flora  Addie, 
wife  of  David  Turner,  of  Windsor  township,  born  September  3,  1855  ;  Martha 
Ella,  born  August  3,  1858,  wife  of  Samuel  Johnston,  of  Jefferson  county, 
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Kansas  ;  Elwell  ].,  born  May  30,  1861,  married  Mabel  P.  Doty,  and  he  died 
October  1,  1901,  leaving  his  wife,  who  resides  in  West  Union,  and  two  chil¬ 
dren;  Nannie  Bell,  born  February  24,  1867,  wife  of  Grant  L.  Doty,  of  Union 
township  ;  Jennie  Boyd,  born  March  7,  1871.  wife  of  Truman  A.  J.  Doty,  of 
Windsor  township;  Artie  R.,  born  April  9,  1877;  David  S.  B.,  born  February 
16,  1880.  David,  at  his  father’s  death,  secured  by  will  eighty  acres  in  section 
15,  where  he  lived  for  some  time.  Through  misfortune  he  lost  his  farm  and  at 
present  resides  at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  where  he  follows  the  plumber’s  trade. 
In  October,  1891,  Mr.  Crawford  and  family  moved  to  West  Union,  where 
he  installed  them  in  a  beautiful  modern  residence,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Craw¬ 
ford.  The  home  farm  was  rented  to  his  oldest  son,  Elwell,  who  remained 
there  until  1896.  Mr.  Crawford  passed  from  this  life  October  31,  1901. 
Mrs.  Crawford,  who  survives,  makes  her  home  in  West  Union. 

Artie  R.  Crawford,  the  sixth  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford,  born 
April  9,  1877,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  township  until  thirteen 
years  of  age,  when  the  family  moved  to  West  Union,  where  he  entered 
the  public  schools  of  that  town.  He  did  not  graduate,  but  fin¬ 
ished  his  education  with  two  winters  at  Ainsworth’s  Academy 
in  West  Union.  During  his  last  winter  in  the  academy  he  entered  a  drug 
store  to  study  pharmacy,  but,  on  account  of  failing  health,  gave  it  up  and  de¬ 
cided  to  make  farming  his  life  work.  He  had  been  devoting  the  summer 
months  for  two  years  to  farm  labor,  working  by  the  month.  In  the  summer 
of  1895  he  worked  with  his  brother  Elwell,  on  the  home  farm,  but  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  rented  the  farm  of  his  father  and  continued  as  a  tenant 
until  his  father’s  death,  when  by  will  he  became  the  owner  of  the  farm.  He 
also  secured  five  acres  of  timber  in  section  2.  The  first  four  years  of  his 
tenancy  he  hired  a  family  to  live  on  the  farm  and  keep  house  for  him,  but 
on  November  28,  1900,  he  married  Myrtle  Carmichael,  who  was  born  in  Union 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  April  11,  1877,  the  daughter  of  Morgan  and 
Dorcas  (Cullins)  Carmichael,  whose  residence  is  Fayette.  Iowa.  Mrs.  Craw¬ 
ford  received  her  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Union  township  and  the 
Fayette  high  school.  After  completing  the  high  school  course  she  taught 
school  for  one  term,  during  the  fall  of  1894,  and  in  January,  1895,  she  en¬ 
tered  Upper  Iowa  University  and  remained  for  the  spring  and  winter  terms. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  she  began  teaching  again,  and  taught  until  Christ¬ 
mas,  1896.  In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1897  she  entered  a  millinery  store 
as  an  apprentice,  and  continued  to  work  at  the  milliner’s  trade  until  her  mar¬ 
riage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  have  been  born  three  children :  Doris 
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Dorcis,  born  March  25,  1902;  Archie  Verne,  born  September  10,  1903;  and 
Dorothy  Iola,  born  February  11,  1909. 

Politically,  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  Republican  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  He  has  held  the  office  of  school  director, 
as  well  as  various  other  offices  of  minor  importance.  While  he  does  not  ad¬ 
here  to  any  one  church,  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  believer  in  religious  life.  Mrs. 
Crawford  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Crawford  keeps  up  the  high  standard  of  cultivation  of  the  farm  so 
long  practiced  by  his  father.  He  takes  especial  interest  in  the  breeding  and 
raising  of  live  stock  and  fancy  chickens,  making  a  specialty  of  Poland  China 
hogs  and  Rhode  Island  Red  chickens,  raising  between  four  and  five  hundred 
of  the  latter  each  year.  In  addition  to  his  own  farm  of  eighty  acres,  Mr. 
Crawford  usually  rents  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  during  the  current  year 
has  confined  himself  to  his  own  farm  with  the  intention  of  devoting  his  time 
hereafter  to  dairying,  raising  thoroughbred  Holstein  cattle. 


LUCIUS  C.  ROBERTS. 

As  a  farmer,  stock-raiser  and  citizen,  Lucius  C.  Roberts  has  ranked  for  a 
number  of  years  among  the  leading  men  of  Fayette  county  and  occupies  a 
place  in  the  public  eye  second  to  that  of  none  of  his  contemporaries.  Few 
residents  of  his  community  have  been  so  actively  identified  with  its  develop¬ 
ment  and  progress  and  no  other  has  so  indelibly  impressed  his  personality 
upon  the  township  in  which  he  lives  or  exercised  a  stronger  influence  in 
directing  and  controlling  the  interests  of  the  same.  Mr.  Roberts  is  the 
scion  of  an  old  and  distinguished  family  which  figured  in  the  history  of  the 
colonial  period,  and  in  the  struggle  for  independence  more  than  one  of  its 
representatives  bore  arms  for  the  American  cause  and  gained  honorable  men¬ 
tion  for  gallant  and  meritorious  service. 

Ephraim  M.  Roberts,  the  subject's  father,  was  the  eldest  son  of  Lucius 
O.  C.  Roberts,  of  near  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  His  great-great-grand¬ 
father,  Col.  Owen  Roberts,  who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  as  colonel 
of  the  Fourth  South  Carolina  Artillery,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
South  Carolina,  in  defending  the  harbor  from  eight  ships.  Richard  Brooks 
Roberts,  son  of  Owen  and  father  of  Lucius  Brooks  Roberts,  was  an  officer  in 
the  Revolutionary  war  and  bore  a  gallant  part  in  a  number  of  campaigns  and 
battles. 
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Three  of  Ephraim’s  brothers  became  distinguished  professional  men, 
viz:  Dr.  W.  B. ;  Col.  E.  A.  L.  and  Dr.  Charles  H.  Roberts,  late  of  Lloyd, 
Ulster  county,  New  York.  All  achieved  prominence  in  the  practice  of  den¬ 
tistry  and  the  annals  of  that  profession  abound  with  frequent  references  to  the 
advancement  made  in  the  practice  by  the  ability  of  these  men.  Many  instru¬ 
ments  and  appliances  were  invented  by  them,  among  which  may  be  noted  the 
dental  furnace  and  vulcanizer,  now  in  universal  use.  E.  A.  L.  Roberts  entered 
the  Union  army  at  the  beginning  of  the  late  Civil  war  as  lieutenant-colonel  of 
the  Twenty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  and  later  was  made  captain  of  a  com¬ 
pany  in  the  Eighty- fourth  New  York,  in  both  of  which  capacities  he  rendered 
efficient  service  and  gained  high  repute  as  a  brave  and  fearless  officer.  He 
was  the  inventor  of  a  Maine  torpedo,  much  used  by  the  government,  and  also 
invented  a  torpedo  to  be  exploded  in  oil  wells.  In  1865  he  went  to'  Titusville, 
Pennsylvania,  with  the  latter,  to  test  it  in  a  well  that  had  almost  ceased  flow¬ 
ing,  but  it  was  a  long  time  before  the  owner  would  permit  the  test  to  be  made. 
When  he  finally  gave  his  consent  the  results  were  such  as  to  cause  a  great  de¬ 
mand  for  the  torpedo  and  but  a  few  months  had  elapsed  until  it  was  in  general 
use  as  a  necessary  adjunct  to  oil  production.  With  this,  as  with  many  other 
inventions,  various  parties  contested  Mr.  Roberts’s  claim  for  his  patents,  thus 
leading  to  long  and  expensive  litigation,  but  in  every  instance  the  decisions 
of  the  courts  were  in  his  favor.  Both  he  and  Dr.  W.  B.  Roberts  became  in¬ 
terested  in  the  Titusville  oil  field  and  in  due  time  amassed  a  fortune  at  the 
business. 

Charles  H.  Roberts  from  1856  to  1858  invested  very  largely  in  Fayette 
county  (Iowa)  lands,  using  land  warrants  given  to  his  grandfather  for  services 
during  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  In  this  way  he  secured  about  thirty-six 
thousand  acres,  principally  in  the  townships  of  Bethel,  Banks,  Westfield  and 
Center,  paying  fifty  cents  per  acre  for  land  which  in  the  early  seventies  brought 
from  ten  to  fourteen  dollars  per  acre,  but  which  could  not  now  be  purchased 
for  many  times  the  latter  sum.  With  money  thus  derived,  he  purchased  stock 
in  the  North  Carolina  railroad,  of  which  he  afterwards  became  president,  and 
thenceforth  he  devoted  his  attention  mainly  to  railroad  development  and  man¬ 
agement.  He  invested  largely  in  railroad  securities  and  in  due  time  amassed 
great  wealth,  his  fortune  at  the  time  of  his  death  being  conservatively  esti¬ 
mated  at  many  millions  of  dollars.  This  enterprising  and  eminently  suc¬ 
cessful  business  man  died  at  his  home  in  Lloyd,  New  York,  in  his  eighty-ninth 
year.  For  twenty  years  he  spent  considerable  of  his  time  in  Fayette  county 
and  while  here  became  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout  the  state, 
such  men  as  Joseph  Hobson  and  Governor  Larrabee  being  among  his  close 
personal  friends. 
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In  his  will  Charles  H.  Roberts  made  provision  for  the  children  of  his 
brother  Ephraim,  railroad  bonds  exceeding  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars 
being  converted  to  their  use.  In  1857  Ephraim  Roberts  removed  to  Iowa 
and,  settling  on  a  part  of  the  above  land  in  Bethel  township,  proceeded  to 
develop  and  otherwise  improve  the  large  farm,  to  which  he  devoted  most  of 
his  subsequent  life.  He  married,  in  his  native  state  of  New  York,  Julia 
Seeley,  a  native  of  Vermont,  after  whose  death  he  took  a  second  wife  and 
companion  in  the  person  of  Polly  Faulkner,  who  accompanied  him  to  Iowa 
and  departed  this  life  in  Fayette  county  some  years  ago.  Mr.  Roberts  died 
in  Waucoma  in  April,  1890,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four.  The  following  are 
the  names  of  the  children  of  Ephraim  Roberts:  Lucius  C.,  of  this  review; 
Jennie,  who  married  a  Mr.  Chamberlin  and  lives  in  New  York;  Charles  H., 
of  Hawkeye ;  Morris  M.,  of  Mason  City,  this  state;  Ephraim  L.,  a  farmer 
of  Fayette  county;  Owen  M.,  of  Falkton,  South  Dakota;  Catherine,  wife  of 
J.  M.  Wetherbee,  of  West  Union;  Louisa  married  William  Speicher  and  died 
at  the  age  of  forty-six;  Mary,  wife  of  Jerry  Flaherty,  of  Hawkeye;  Clara,  now 
Mrs.  Emmerson  Thompson,  of  Sioux  City,  and  Amelia,  who  married  Walter 
Haverstrete  and  lives  at  Lovell,  Oklahoma. 

Lucius  C.  Roberts,  to  a  brief  review  of  whom  the  remainder  of  this 
sketch  is  devoted,  was  born  at  the  family  home  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  1849.  In  1857  he  was  brought  to  Iowa  by 
his  parents  and  from  that  time  until  his  fifteenth  year  lived  at  home  and  assisted 
in  the  work  of  the  farm,  attending  the  public  schools  at  intervals  the  mean¬ 
while.  Actuated  by  a  desire  to  see  something  of  the  world  and  mingle  in  the 
affairs  of  men,  he  severed  home  ties  when  a  lad  of  fifteen,  joining,  in  1864, 
a  company  of  stockmen  who  were  going  to  Wisconsin  to  buy  oxen  for  the 
government.  He  assisted  in  driving  one  hundred  and  sixty  head  from  that 
state  to  Idaho  and  on  arriving  at  his  destination  met  Col.  W.  F.  Cody  (“Buffalo 
Bill’’),  at  that  time  a  scout  accompanying  the  United  States  troops,  who,  being 
pleased  with  the  youth,  invited  him  to  join  his  squad  of  scouts.  Accepting 
the  invitation,  young  Roberts  during  the  eighteen  months  ensuing  was  one  of 
Cody’s  most  valuable  and  trusted  men,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  passed 
through  many  thrilling  experiences  and  met  with  not  a  few  adventures,  which 
if  properly  narrated  would  prove  very  interesting  reading.  The  Indians  at 
that  time  were  not  friendly  to  the  government  and  sought  by  every  means 
within  their  power  to  annoy  the  whites,  especially  the  scouts,  for  whom  they 
had  great  enmity,  also  a  wholesome  fear.  On  one  occasion  Mr.  Roberts 
was  one  of  thirty  scouts  who  recaptured  four  hundred  stolen  horses  from  a 
camp  of  hostiles,  as  well  as  liberated  three  white  women  who  had  been  held 
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captive  for  some  time  and  who  had  begun  to  despair  of  being  released.  For 
his  services  while  a  scout  Mr.  Roberts  was  paid  thirty  dollars  per  month  and 
at  the  expiration  of  the  period  indicated  he  reluctantly  severed  his  connection 
with  the  squad  and  its  beloved  leader  and,  returning  home,  engaged  in  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising. 

Receiving  in  1882  a  liberal  legacy  from  his  uncle,  Dr.  W.  B.  Roberts,  Mr. 
Roberts  purchased  his  present  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on 
Green  creek,  Eden  township,  and  on  this  he  has  lived  and  prospered,  making 
many  substantial  improvements,  until  his  place  is  now  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  valuable  stock  and  general  purpose  farms  in  the  county.  While  rais¬ 
ing  abundant  crops  of  all  the  grains,  vegetables,  etc.,  grown  in  this  part  of 
Iowa,  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  attention  to  his  live  stock  interests, 
making  a  specialty  of  Polled  Angus  cattle,  being  the  first  man  to  introduce 
this  superior  breed  of  animals  to  Eden  township  in  the  year  1887.  For  five 
years  he  served  as  commission  stock  dealer  in  Sioux  City  and  other  sections 
of  western  Iowa,  and  in  this  capacity  he  became  widely  known  to  stock  men 
throughout  the  entire  state.  Mr.  Roberts  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
on  state  and  national  issues,  but  in  local  affairs  is  what  may  be  termed  an 
independent.  He  keeps  well  versed  on  the  questions  before  the  people  and  is 
abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  of  public  interest,  being  a  reader,  a  close 
observer  and  an  independent  thinker  whose  opinions  carry  weight  and  com¬ 
mand  respect. 

In  the  year  1880  Mr.  Roberts  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Frances  Holders,  of  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  the  ceremony  being  solemnized 
April  7th  of  that  year.  The  following  are  the  children  born  to  the  union : 
Almira,  wife  of  William  Royster,  of  Ft.  Dodge;  Walter,  a  druggist  of  W au- 
coma;  George,  who  lives  on  the  family  homestead;  Jennie,  Emma  and  Elnora, 
the  last  three  still  with  their  parents.  Thus  only  too  briefly  have  been  set 
forth  the  leading  facts  in  the  life  of  one  of  Fayette  county’s  enterprising  and 
successful  men.  He  has  mingled  much  with  the  world  and  his  career  through¬ 
out  has  been  above  reproach.  In  his  social  relations,  he  is  a  genial  com¬ 
panionable  gentleman,  his  domestic  habits  being  strong  and  his  home  the 
center  of  a  generous  hospitality.  There,  surrounded  by  his  family  and  friends, 
he  enjoys  the  repose  which  comes  from  a  cordial  exchange  of  kindly  deeds 
with  those  near  him,  without  which  life  Would  be  divested  of  many  of  its 
charms.  Actuated  by  a  high  sense  of  honor  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow 
citizens,  he  has  tried  to  realize  his  ideal  of  manly  living  and,  being  still  in  the 
prime  of  his  powers,  the  future  awaits  him  with  the  promise  of  continued  use¬ 
fulness. 
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JOHN  OWENS. 

Success  is  only  achieved  by  the  exercise  of  certain  distinguishing  quali¬ 
ties  and  those  by  whom  great  epoch  changes  have  been  made  in  the  industrial 
world  began  early  in  life  to  prepare  themselves  for  their  peculiar  duties  and 
responsibilities,  and  it  was  only  by  the  most  persevering  and  continuous  en¬ 
deavor  that  they  succeeded  in  rising  superior  to  the  obstacles  in  their  way 
and  reaching  the  goal  of  their  ambition.  Such  lives  are  an  inspiration  to 
others  who  are  less  courageous  and  more  prone  to  give  up  the  fight  when 
obstacles  thwart  their  pathway,  or  their  ideals  have  been  reached  or  definite 
success  has  been  attained  in  any  chosen  field.  In  the  life  history  of  the  honora¬ 
ble  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of  this  biographical  record  are 
found  evidence  of  a  pecular  characteristic  that  always  makes  for  achieve¬ 
ment — persistency,  coupled  with  fortitude  and  lofty  traits,  and  as  a  result  of 
such  a  life,  Mr.  Owens  has  long  stood  as  one  of  the  representative  citizens 
of  Fayette  county,  one  of  her  best  known,  most  influential  and  highly  re¬ 
spected  men. 

Like  many  of  the  substantial  citizens  and  captains  of  industry  in  this 
country,  John  Owens  hails  from  the  fair  Emerald  Isle,  having  been  born  in 
Dromore,  county  Down,  Ireland,  on  December  17,  1837.  His  parents,  Philip 
and  Eleanor  (Armstrong)  Owens,  were  people  of  much  sterling  worth  and 
highly  respected  in  that  country.  Their  son  John  received  a  very  serviceable 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  home  land,  and  when  yet  a  small  boy  decided 
to  devote  his  life  work  to  the  mercantile  profession,  consequently  he  began 
clerking  in  a  store  in  his  native  community  and  learned  much  of  the  “ins  and 
outs”  of  the  business  before  coming  to  this  country. 

In  the  year  1856  Philip  Owens  brought  his  family  to  America,  his  wife 
having  died  when  John  was  a  boy.  The  voyages  across  the  great  Atlantic 
in  those  days  were  tedious  and  ofttimes  hazardous,  but  the  family  finally  made 
their  way  to  Fulton  City,  Illinois,  remaining  there  two  years,  thence  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  John  engaged  in  farming  near  West  Union,  pur¬ 
chasing  a  farm  two  years  later  in  Chickasaw  county,  in  company  with  two 
of  his  elder  brothers,  and  there  they  engaged  in  general  farming  until  Decem¬ 
ber  23,  1863,  when  John  Owens  decided  that  the  life  of  the  husbandman  was 
not  so  much  to  his  fancy  as  that  of  the  merchant,  so  he  came  to  West  Union 
and  launched  in  the  mercantile  business.  By  the  exercise  of  his  rare  innate 
ability  in  this  line  his  business  grew  by  leaps  and  bounds  until  he  became  the 
leading  merchant  of  the  county  in  due  course  of  time  and  one  of  the  most 
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substantial  men  of  this  locality.  For  many  years  he  was  associated  in  busi¬ 
ness  with  A.  D.  Davis,  under  the  firm  name  of  Owens  &  Davis,  which  firm 
was  dissolved  in  1875,  after  which  Mr.  Owens  continued  alone,  owning  his 
own  substantial  and  attractive  business  block,  which  was  a  convenient  brick 
structure  well  adapted  to  his  business,  fifty  by  eighty  feet,  two  stories  and  a 
basement,  Mr.  Owens  occupying  nearly  the  entire  building  with  a  complete 
and  carefully  selected  line  of  dry  goods,  clothing,  carpets  and  notions,  em¬ 
ploying  six  clerks  continuously  and  often  in  rush  seasons  many-  more,  doing 
an  annual  business  of  fifty  thousand  dollars.  He  was  also  extensively  en¬ 
gaged  in  various  other  enterprises  and  for  many  years  gave  employment  to 
more  men  than  any  other  employer  in  West  Union,  or  perhaps  Fayette  county. 
Soon  after  locating  in  West  Union  he  began  dealing  in  livestock,  forming  a 
partnership  with  John  R.  Cook  in  1873;  besides  livestock,  they  handled  farm¬ 
ing  machinery  and  they  continued  to  do  a  thriving  business  for  many  years, 
their  annual  sales  in  livestock  amounting  to  about  six  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars.  Mr.  Owens  also  engaged  extensively  for  a  number  of  years  in  furnish¬ 
ing  timber  and  ties  to  railroad  companies,  his  annual  sales  sometimes  running 
as  high  as  twenty  thousand  dollars.  During  those  years  he  engaged  extensively 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  owning  one  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres, 
about  two  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  West  Union,  and  three  other 
smaller  ones  in  Fayette  county,  all  aggregating  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
Mr.  Owens  was  also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  Fayette  County  Savings 
Bank,  of  West  Union,  and  for  some  time  was  a  member  of  its  board  of 
directors.  He  continued  actively  in  business  until  1904,  when  he  exchanged 
his  stock  of  goods  for  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  rich  farm  land  in 
Eden  and  Auburn  townships,  this  county,  known  as  the  Slocum  farm,  which 
he  still  owns  and  operates  through  tenants,  while  he  still  resides  in  West 
Union  in  a  comfortable  and  cozy  home.  Mr.  Owens  has  paid  all  his  debts 
dollar  for  dollar,  this  being  one  of  his  business  principles,  and  thus  honorably 
closed  his  long  and  interesting  business  career,  still  owning  his  excellent  farm. 
Considering  the  fact  that  he  is  a  self-made  man,  starting  in  life  with  but 
little  and  receiving  scarcely  any  assistance,  he  forged  ahead  in  the  face  of  all 
adversity  and  finally  became  one  of  the  foremost  business  men  of  this  part 
of  the  state.  It  is  clear  that  he  is  the  possessor  of  superior  business  acumen, 
is  able  to  see  with  remarkable  accuracy  the  outcome  of  present  transactions, 
makes  few  mistakes  in  his  calculations,  has  an  analytical  mind  and  is  a  man 
of  fortitude,  energy,  persistency — in  fact,  has  the  qualities  that  win  in  the 
battle  of  life  in  whatever  field  he  might  choose  to  operate.  Honesty  and 
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straightforward  dealing  have  marked  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men 
throughout  his  career,  thus  inspiring  their  confidence  and  esteem. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Owens  began  at  Elkader,  Iowa,  on  July  31, 
1864.  when  he  married  Alary  Rouen,  who  was  born  in  county  Mayo,  Ireland, 
Alay  27,  1842,  and  who  came  to  America  with  her  parents  when  three  years 
of  age.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  in  which  faith  she 
passed  to  the  unknown  on  June  18,  1889.  Of  the  eight  children  born  to  this 
union  only  two  survive,  Charles  E.,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  John  A.,  of 
Austin,  Minnesota;  those  deceased  are,  John  Francis,  who  died  July  19,  1869, 
aged  one  year  and  three  months;  Minnie  Ellen  died  June  16,  1870,  aged  five 
years,  one  month  and  eighteen  days;  Margaretta  Anna  died  three  days  later 
than  her  sister  Minnie  Ellen,  both  of  diphtheria;  the  age  of  the  latter  was 
one  year,  two  months  and  eight  days;  Frances  Terressa  died  October  2,  1878, 
aged  five  years,  two  months  and  fourteen  days;  Emilena  Loretta  died  Octo¬ 
ber  12,  1878,  aged  two  years  and  seven  months;  William  Augustine  died 
January  9,  1893,  aged  ten  years,  six  months  and  four  days. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Owens  was  to  Sarah  A.  Cavenaugh,  whom 
he  espoused  on  June  26,  1893;  she  is  the  daughter  of  Edward  and  Mary 
Cavenaugh,  of  Fayette,  where  she  was  born;  both  parents  are  deceased,  the 
mother  having  died  in  1890  and  the  father  in  1897.  Mr.  Owens  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  and  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  she 
taught  school  in  the  town  of  her  nativity  for  ten  years,  after  which  she  was 
employed  in  the  public  schools  of  West  Union;  she  is  a  woman  of  rare  quali¬ 
fications,  culture,  refinement  and  is  popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 

Four  children,  named  as  follows,  were  born  to  Mr.  Owens’  second  mar¬ 
riage :  Robert  E.,  born  September  20,  1895  ;  Genevieve  Eleanor,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1897;  Mildred  Sarah,  born  October  26,  1899;  Gertrude  Cecelia,  born 
October  24,  1901 . 


WILLIAM  M.  PEEK. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  Fayette  county  citizens  who  have  won  definite 
success  in  the  various  walks  of  life  and  at  the  same  time  have  conferred 
honor  upon  the  community,  one’s  attention  is  drawn  to  the  name  of  William 
M.  Peek,  who  was  born  in  Clark  county,  Missouri,  January  15,  1857,  the 

son  of  D.  J.  and - (Beahar)  Peek,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio;  the 

mother  was  born  in  Ireland,  from  which  country  she  came  to  America 
when  thirteen  years  of  age,  accompanied  by  her  parents,  Robert  and  Sarah  Bea- 
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liar.  They  first  settled  in  Michigan  City,  Indiana,  where  the  father  followed 
teaming,  later  (1854)  moved  to  Clark  county,  Missouri,  as  a  pioneer,  driv¬ 
ing  oxen  on  the  overland  journey,  which  was  a  tedious  one.  When  they 
reached  their  destination  he  purchased  a  quarter  section  of  land,  which  he 
cleared  and  on  which  he  lived  until  1862,  when  he  moved  to  Lee  county, 
Iowa,  and  there  entered  the  draying  business.  In  1866  he  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  until  his  death.  The  paternal  grandparents 
of  William  M.  Peek  were  Jonas  and  Jane  Peek,  both  born  in  Scotland.  They 
came  to  America  in  1813  and  settled  in  Ohio  and  there  followed  farming, 
in  which  state  they  remained  until  about  1827,  when  they  moved  to  Porter 
county,  Indiana,  where  they  were  pioneer  farmers  and  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  D.  J.  Peek,  father  of  William  M.,  of  this  review, 
was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Ohio.  He  began  life  first  as  a  team¬ 
ster,  later  took  up  farming  in  Missouri  and  Iowa.  His  farming  operations 
were  always  successful.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  large  family,  six  sons 
and  an  equal  number  of  daughters.  He  was  a  Republican  politically  and  he 
was  active  in  the  party.  He  was  one  of  two  men  in  his  precinct  who  voted 
for  Lincoln;  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years  and  also  held  various 
other  offices.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a 
man  whom  everybody  held  in  great  respect. 

William  M.  Peek,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
and  he  spent  one  year  at  Grinnell  College.  He  then  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  worked  until  1887,  when  he  moved  to  Marshalltown,  Iowa, 
where  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business  until  1889,  when  he  came  to 
Fayette  county  and  conducted  a  hotel  business  at  Oelwein,  also  engaged  in  the 
implement  business.  In  December,  1900,  he  came  to  West  Union,  since 
which  time  he  has  held  the  office  of  county  recorder,  having  been  elected  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  he  has  been  a  very  faithful  and  conscientious  servant 
of  the  people.  Mr.  Peek  engaged  in  school  teaching  for  eighteen  terms  in 
connection  with  farming.  Pie  was  liked  by  pupil  and  patron  as  teacher  and 
his  services  were  in  great  demand.  He  began  his  political  career  as  township 
clerk,  which  position  he  held  for  a  period  of  six  years  while  living  on  a  farm 
in  Columbia  township,  Tama  county,  Iowa.  After  moving  to  Oelwein  he  was 
on  the  school  board  for  six  years  and  he  very  ably  served  as  mayor  for  two 
years  and  is  now  serving  his  fifth  term  as  county  recorder.  In  all  his  posi¬ 
tions  as  public  servant  he  has  given  the  utmost  satisfaction,  because  he  is  well 
qualified  and  also  a  man  whom  the  people  like  personally,  being  industrious  and 
honest. 

Mr.  Peek  was  married  in  1878  to  Geneva  Fowler,  the  daughter  of  a 
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highly  respected  family.  To  this  union  one  child,  Ida  May,  was  born.  She 
is  the  wife  of  H.  B.  Arnold,  living  in  Oelwein,  where  Mr.  Arnold  is  engaged 
in  the  grocery  business.  Mrs.  Peek  died  in  1882  and  Mr.  Peek  married,  in 
1889,  Mary  Widdans,  the  daughter  of  a  well  established  family  in  Tama 
county,  Iowa,  and  to  this  union  two  children  were  born,  Marion  L.,  who 
graduated  in  1909  at  the  West  Union  high  school,  and  W.  Paul. 

Mr.  Peek  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
Mr.  Peek  being  superintendent  of  the  Sunday  school,  which  office  he  has  very 
faithfully  filled  for  the  past  eight  years.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Knights  of  Pythias,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  the  Knights  of  the  Maccabees. 

Although  Mr.  Peek  has  no  war  record  himself,  his  family  did  their  full 
share  in  the  work  of  saving  the  honor  of  the  national  union,  his  father  hav¬ 
ing  gone  out  at  the  first  call  for  troops  with  two  brothers,  Samuel  E.  and 
Jones,  all  having  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  Missouri  Cavalry,  Samuel  E.  re¬ 
enlisting  for  the  entire  war.  Jones  Peek  returned  home  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness  and  died  soon  afterwards.  Samuel  E.  Peek  was  wounded  three  times, 
but  survived  the  conflict  and  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  in  Marshall¬ 
town,  Iowa. 


WILLIAM  CROWE. 

It  has  been  well,  truly  and  frequently  said  that  you  cannot  keep  an  Irish¬ 
man  down.  Of  all  the  peoples  who  have  emigrated  to  this  country  the  Irish 
have  perhaps  distinguished  themselves  the  most.  Though  not  so  thrifty  as 
the  Germans,  and  more  erratic  than  the  English  or  Scotch,  they  possess  an 
intelligence,  shrewdness  and  energy  which  puts  them  to  the  front  in  whatever 
line  of  business  or  whatever  profession  they  engage.  You  may  see  an  Irish¬ 
man  just  over  from  the  old  country  wielding  a  pick  and  shovel,  but  you  never 
see  his  son  at  the  same  work.  It’s  in  the  Irish  to  be  up  and  doing,  and  to  get 
there. 

John  Crowe  was  born  in  Ireland,  July  11,  1839,  the  son  of  Patrick  and 
Hanover  Crowe.  His  father  died  when  he  was  very  young  and  his  mother 
and  eight  children  came  to  America  in  1853,  and  located  in  Canada,  where 
John  learned  the  blacksmith  trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  married  to 
Mary  Anna  Barragy,  who  was  born  at  Emlin,  Ontario.  She  is  still  living, 
and  they  have  celebrated  their  golden  wedding.  In  1866  John  moved  to 
McGregor,  Iowa,  and  in  1867  came  to  Clermont,  Iowa,  and  went  into  partner- 
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ship  with  Mr.  Herley  in  a  blacksmith  shop  and  wagonmaking  business,  con¬ 
tinuing  with  him  about  ten  years,  when  Mr.  Herley  went  west.  Mr.  Crowe 
followed  the  blacksmith  trade  until  he  became  postmaster  under  Harrison, 
which  office  he  has  held  ever  since,  except  during  Cleveland’s  administration, 
and  has  just  received  the  appointment  for  four  years  more.  He  has  fulfilled 
the  duties  of  this  position  in  such  a  manner  as  to  receive  the  commendation  of 
all.  His  children  are  Patrick  James,  who  died  in  1880;  William,  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Mrs.  Maria  Cahalan,  Agnes,  and  Elizabeth,  teachers;  and  Ann, 
assistant  postmaster  under  her  father.  Mr.  Crowe  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church,  and  a  Republican.  He  has  been  township  trustee,  school 
director,  and  was  one  of  the  first  mayors  of  Clermont.  He  has  also  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  His  sociability  and  strong  character  have  made  him 
very  well  liked  in  his  town,  and  no  family  there  is  more  respected  than  the 
Crowe  family. 

William  Crowe  was  born  in  Canada,  in  March,  1863,  and  at  the  age  of 
three  came  with  his  parents  to  Clermont,  where  he  has  since  lived.  He  received 
but  a  limited  education  in  the  schools  of  Clermont,  but  his  success  has  demon¬ 
strated  that  school  education,  while  valuable,  is  not  essential.  As  a  young  man 
he  learned  the  business  of  Doctor  Lewis,  at  the  same  location  where  he  is  now 
in  business  as  a  partner  of  Doctor  Berry.  For  thirty  years  he  has  been  in 
business  as  a  druggist  in  the  same  location  with  various  partners. 

In  1882  Mr.  Crowe  married  Lily  M.  Dibble,  daughter  of  M.  V.  Dibble, 
mentioned  in  this  work.  There  have  been  born  to  them  four  children:  John 
W.,  druggist  at  Grinnell,  Iowa;  Mae,  teacher;  Richard  B.,  of  Keota,  Wash¬ 
ington;  and  Everett  L.,  at  home.  Mrs.  Crowe  is  an  Episcopalian.  Mr. 
Crowe  is  a  Catholic,  and  a  member  of  the  Elks  and  Modern  Woodmen.  He 
is  a  Democrat,  and  has  been  for  some  time  the  assessor  of  Clermont.  Mr. 
Crowe’s  drug  store  is  in  the  very  forefront  of  the  retail  businesses  of  Cler¬ 
mont,  where  his  capabilities  have  placed  it.  In  social  and  family  life,  as  well 
as  in  business,  his  character  reaches  the  same  high  standard. 


LUTHER  JIPSON. 

Holding  worthy  prestige  among  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers 
of  Fayette  county  and  wielding  a  wide  influence  as  an  enterprising  citizen, 
Luther  Jipson,  of  Jefferson  township,  has  long  occupied  a  prominent  place  in 
the  esteem  of  the  public  and  it  is  a  compliment  worthily  bestowed  to  class  him 
with  the  representative  men  of  his  day  and  generation  in  the  county  honored 
by  his  residence.  Mr.  Jipson  is  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  the 
younger  of  two  children  whose  parents  were  Luther  and  Helen  (Eldridge) 
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Jipson,  both  born  in  Cortland  county,  New  York.  On  the  paternal  side  he 
is  descended  from  sterling  New  England  ancestry,  and  traces  his  genealogy 
to  an  early  period  in  the  history  of  Vermont,  of  which  state  his  grandfather, 
Michael  Jipson,  was  a  native.  In  young  manhood  Michael  Jipson  went  to 
Cortland  county,  New  York,  where  in  due  time  he  married  and  engaged  in 
farming,  which  vocation  he  followed  with  success  the  remainder  of  his  life, 
dying  in  his  adopted  state  many  years  ago. 

Alden  and  Saline  Eldridge,  parents  of  Mrs.  Helen  Jipson,  were  natives 
of  Cortland  county,  New  York,  and  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  moving  to  this  state  in  1854  and  locating  on  the  present  site 
of  Oelwein,  where  Mr.  Eldridge  procured  eighty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
lived  until  his  removal,  a  few  years  later,  to  Buchanan  county.  Purchasing 
land  near  Hazleton,  he  made  a  good  farm  and  comfortable  home  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  as  an  industrious  and  prosperous  tiller  of  the 
soil. 

Luther  Jipson,  senior,  father  of  the  subject,  became  a  resident  of  Fayette 
county  in  1854  and  two  years  later  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  northeast  of  where  Oelwein  now  stands,  being,  with  the  Eldridges, 
among  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  locality.  He  was  a  man  of  sound  practical 
intelligence,  a  successful  speculator,  especially  in  lands,  and  became  widely 
and  favoraby  known  as  an  enterprising  farmer  and  public  spirited  citizen. 
He  traveled  quite  extensively  over  Fayette  and  other  counties  in  his  land 
deals  and  made  a  number  of  judicious  purchases  which,  had  he  lived,  would 
have  resulted  greatly  to  his  advantage.  Two  years  after  coming  to  this  state 
he  and  one  Niner  Kise  started  one  day  in  the  month  of  January  on  a  tour  of 
inspection,  intending  to  Walk  from  Ft.  Dodge  to  Twin  Lake,  the  better  to 
observe  the  country  between  those  two  points.  While  making  their  way 
leisurely  they  were  overtaken  by  a  severe  storm  and,  being  far  from  any  home 
or  place  of  shelter,  both  were  frozen  to  death.  Mr.  Jipson’s  body  was  dis¬ 
covered  sometime  the  following  April,  but  the  remains  of  his  companion  were 
never  found,  their  disappearance  being  to  this  day  an  unsolved  mystery. 

For  some  time  after  her  husband’s  death  Mrs.  Jipson  made  her  home  with 
her  parents,  but  later  she  became  the  wife  of  Hiram  Hanson,  with  whom  she 
lived  in  Jefferson  township  until  her  death  in  the  year  i860,  Mr.  Hanson  de¬ 
parting  this  life  in  1904,  some  years  following  his  third  marriage. 

Luther  and  Helen  Jipson,  as  already  stated,  were  the  parents  of  two 
children,  Minnie,  the  oldest,  now  Mrs.  Preston  Fisher,  living  near  Luddington, 
Michigan;  Luther,  the  subject  of  this  review,  being  the  second  in  order  of 
birth.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Hanson  the  mother  also  had  two  children. 
Ira,  a  farmer  living  on  the  old  family  homestead,  and  Agnes,  who  married 
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William  Slaughterbeck  and  resides  in  the  city  of  Seattle,  Washington.  By  his 
second  marriage,  with  Ann  Hickard,  Mr.  Hanson  had  a  family  of  four  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Tillie,  Nettie,  Nellie,  now  Mrs.  Perry  Harmon,  and  Martha, 
who  married  Charles  Williams  and  resides  in  Oelwein. 

Luther  Jipson  Was  born  June  13,  1856,  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
spent  his  childhood  at  the  Hiram  Hanson  farm  in  Jefferson  township.  His 
education  included  the  branches  taught  in  the  public  schools  and  after  the  death 
of  his  mother  he  went  to  live  with  his  grandfather  Jipson  in  Cortland  county, 
New  York,  where  he  remained  from  1863  until  1872,  working  on  the  farm 
and  attending  school  the  meanwhile.  Returning  to  Iowa  the  latter  year,  he 
resumed  agriculture,  which  he  has  since  followed  and,  as  already  indicated, 
he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Fayette  county,  and 
as  a.  citizen  interested  in  all  that  tends  to  promote  the  material  progress  of  the 
community  and  the  welfare  of  the  people  his  position  and  influence  are  second 
to  those  of  none  of  his  contemporaries. 

On  October  16,  1877,  Mr.  Jipson  was  married  to  Mary  Beare,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  for  one  year  thereafter  he  lived  a  short  distance  northeast  of 
Oelwein,  moving  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  to  Center  township,  where  he 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  which  he  made  his  home  dur¬ 
ing  the  nine  years  ensuing.  After  selling  that  farm  in  1886  he  bought  another 
place  southeast  of  Oelwein,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  on  which 
he  resided  for  four  and  a  half  years,  when  he  sold  the  farm  and  moved  to 
Spirit  Lake,  in  the  county  of  Dickinson,  where  he  purchased  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  land  which  in  due  time  were  brought  to  a  high  state  of  culti¬ 
vation  and  otherwise  improved.  Disposing  of  the  latter  place  after  a  resi¬ 
dence  of  two  and  a  half  years,  he  returned  to  Fayette  county  and  bought  his 
present  beautiful  and  attractive  home  farm  in  Jefferson  and  Oran  townships, 
owning  at  this  time  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  one  of  the  best  agricul¬ 
tural  districts  of  the  county  and,  as  stated  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  becoming 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  vocation  in  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Jipson  cultivates  the  soil  upon  quite  an  extensive  scale  and  by  the 
most  approved  methods.  He  is  progressive  in  all  the  term  implies,  has  always 
stood  for  improvements  and  uses  his  influence  to  further  these  ends.  In  con¬ 
nection  with  agriculture,  he  devotes  a  great  deal  of  attention  to  the  breeding 
and  raising  of  fine  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  Norman  horses,  shorthorn  cat¬ 
tle,  and  Chester-White  hogs,  realizing  from  the  sale  of  his  domestic  animals 
no  small  share  of  his  liberal  income.  He  also  conducts  a  large  and  success¬ 
ful  dairy  business  which  he  has  made  quite  profitable,  milking  at  the  present 
time  fifty  cows,  all  carefully  selected  and  of  the  best  breeds  obtainable. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jipson  began  their  married  life  in  quite  a  modest  way  and 
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the  success  to  which  they  have  attained  and  the  prominent  position  they  oc¬ 
cupy  in  the  community  are  the  legitimate  result  of  their  combined  efforts, 
directed  and  controlled  by  able  and  judicious  management.  Both  are  highly 
esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  friends  and  socially  no  couple  in  the  town¬ 
ship  are  better  known  and  more  widely  respected.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Jipson  is  a  Republican,  but  aside  from  serving  several  terms  as  school  director 
and  town  trustee  he  has  held  no  office  nor  has  he  any  aspirations  for  public 
place  or  leadership. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jipson  have  a  family  of  twelve  children,  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Alice,  wife  of  Albert  Kaune,  of  Oran  township;  Effie,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Fred  Smith,  of  Marion,  this  state;  Bertha,  now  Mrs.  Arthur  McClaury,  of 
Jefferson  township;  Cordelia,  wife  of  Charles  Hilsenbeck,  who  also  resides  in 
Jefferson;  Ira,  who  lives  at  home  and  assists  his  father  in  the  management 
of  the  farm;  Blanche,  Leora,  Amy,  Inez,  Ellen,  Raymond  L.  and  Mary,  all  of 
whom  are  still  under  the  parental  roof  and  with  the  father  and  mother  con¬ 
stitute  a  very  happy  and  contented  household.  Mr.  Jipson  has  taken  great 
interest  in  his  children,  providing  them  with  the  best  educational  advantages 
the  county  afforded  and  otherwise  looking  after  their  welfare.  The  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Effie  and  Bertha,  taught  for  a  number  of  years  and  were  considered 
among  the  most  competent  and  popular  teachers  of  the  county. 

Mrs.  Jipson  is  a  daughter  of  Israel  and  Susan  (Younkins)  Beare,  natives 
of  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  migrating  to  that  state  in  1857  and  locating  in  the  county  of  Linn,  where 
they  resided  for  two  years  and  then  removed  to  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  Oel- 
wein.  Mr.  Beare  died  in  1895,  his  widow,  who  is  still  living  on  the  home 
place,  being  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  esteemed  survivors  of  the 
early  times.  They  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mary  Jip¬ 
son,  wife  of  the  subject;  Daniel,  deceased;  Cordelia,  who  married  Stephen 
Heilman;  William,  deceased;  Everett,  Jay,  Ray,  Ida,  John,  the  last  four  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Nettie,  wife  of  William  McCormich,  of  Scott  township,  Fayette 
county. 


HENRY  JOSEPH  LUTHMER. 

Prominent  among  the  leading  business  men  of  Oelwein  is  Henry  Joseph 
Luthmer,  proprietor  of  one  of  the  largest  grocery  stores  in  the  town  and  a 
man  of  high  repute  in  commercial  circles  and  as  a  citizen.  Mr.  Luthmer  was 
born  in  1861  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  being  a  son  of  Ferdinand  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Vanvald)  Luthmer,  the  father  a  native  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  the 
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mother  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Ferdinand  Luthmer  was  brought  to  America  by 
his  parents  when  eight  years  old  and  spent  his  early  life  in  Dubuque  county, 
Iowa,  being  left  an  orphan  by  the  death  of  both  father  and  mother  two  years 
after  they  came  to  this  country.  He  grew  to  maturity  in  Dubuque  county,  of 
which  his  father  was  an  early  pioneer,  and  from  the  age  of  ten  was  obliged  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  The  Varwalds  were  also  among  the  early 
settlers  of  the  above  county,  the  subject’s  mother  being  about  five  or  six  years 
old  when  her  parents  moved  west.  Ferdinand  Luthmer  and  Elizabeth  Var- 
wald  were  married  in  the  county  of  Dubuque  and  there  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

Henry  Joseph  Luthmer  grew  up  in  his  native  county,  received  a  fail- 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  same  and  on  laying  aside  his  studies  en¬ 
gaged  to  carry  the  mail  between  the  towns  of  Dyersburg  and  Colesburg,  in 
which  capacity  he  continued  for  a  period  of  five  years.  Resigning  his  position 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  general  store  at 
Earlville,  and  when  the  proprietor  died  one  year  later  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Riddell  Brothers,  of  Manchester,  who  purchased  the  stock,  and  was  with 
that  firm  continuously  during  the  fifteen  years  ensuing.  Severing  his  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  firm  at  the  expiration  of  the  period  indicated,  Mr.  Luthmer  en¬ 
gaged  in  business  for  himself,  at  Sumner,  where  he  conducted  a  grocery  store 
for  four  years  and  then  purchased  a  similar  establishment  at  Oelwein,  which 
he  managed  in  connection  'with  the  former  two  years  longer.  Disposing  of 
the  establishment  at  Sumner  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  gave  all  his  attention 
to  the  business  at  Oelwein  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  forged  to  the  front 
among  the  leading  merchants  of  the  town,  and  his  store  is  now  one  of  the 
largest  and  best  patronized  of  the  kind  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 

Mr.  Luthmer  began  business  at  Oelwein  in  March,  1904,  since  which  time 
his  career  has  been  remarkably  successful  and,  as  already  indicated,  he  now 
commands  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  and  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  in 
the  commercial  circles  of  his  town.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  groceries  and 
his  business  is  such  that  seven  clerks  are  required  to  attend  to  the  wants  of 
his  numerous  customers,  his  patronage  being  by  no  means  confined  to  the 
town,  but  including  an  extensive  country  trade  as  well.  Mr.  Luthmer  is  a  fine 
business  man  and  his  advancement  from  a  very  modest  beginning  to  his  present 
enviable  position  as  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  mercan¬ 
tile  enterprises  of  the  kind  in  his  part  of  the  state  demonstrates  the  possession 
of  sound  intelligence,  clear  foresight  and  other  abilities  of  a  high  order. 

Mr.  Luthmer  was  married  June  20,  1882,  to  Ann  M.  Rubly,  of  Dela¬ 
ware  county,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Francis  Rubly,  the  union  being  blessed  with 
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three  children,  Arthur  J.,  Henrietta  and  Marguerite.  Arthur  J.  married 
Clara  Richie,  of  Westgate,  and  is  associated  with  his  father  in  business;  the 
two  daughters  are  still  with  their  parents.  Mr.  Luthmer  and  family  are  high¬ 
ly  esteemed  and  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community.  They  are 
Catholics  in  religion  and  devoted  to  the  good  work  of  the  church. 


THANKMAR  VON  ROLF. 

The  United  States  can  boast  of  no  better  or  more  law-abiding  class  of 
citizens  than  the  great  number  of  Germans  who  have  found  homes  within  her 
borders,  and  whom  this  country  is  always  ready  to  welcome  to  its  shores. 
There  have  come  to  this  country  from  the  fatherland  and  other  alien  lands 
men  of  limited  financial  resources,  but  imbued  with  a  sturdy  independence 
and  a  laudable  ambition  to  succeed,  and  who  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
wonderful  possibilities  afforded  here.  Gradually,  step  by  step,  they  have  risen 
to  places  of  prominence  in  various  lines  of  activity.  Of  these  there  can  be 
none  mentioned  who  deserves  more  favorable  attention  than  the  gentleman 
whose  name  opens  this  biographical  sketch  and  who  for  many  years  was  an 
honored  and  industrious  resident  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  and  although 
he  has  recently  taken  up  his  residence  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  he  is  still  deeply 
interested  in  local  affairs  and  is  eminently  deserving  of  a  place  in  our  history. 

Thankmar  (usually  known  as  “Theodore”)  Von  Rolf,  well  known  as 
an  insurance  man  throughout  the  Middle  West,  as  already  intimated,  is  an 
American  by  adoption  only,  having  been  born  in  Germany  on  January  i,  1863, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Thankmar  and  Frederika  Louise  Von  Rolf,  both  natives 
of  Germany. 

The  subject  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  but 
concluding  that  greater  opportunities  for  one  of  his  temperament  were  to  be 
found  in  the  New  World,  he  set  sail  for  our  shores  in  1891,  soon  afterward 
making  his  way  to  the  state  of  Iowa,  landing  at  Eldorado,  Fayette  county,  on 
December  22c!  of  that  year.  He  began  life  here  by  working  as  a  farm  hand, 
which  he  continued  for  some  months.  On  September  1,  1892,  he  came  to 
West  Union  and  worked  for  E.  A.  Whitney,  being  employed  to  look  after  his 
telephone  and  varied  interests  until  the  spring  of  1893,  when  he  was  made 
local  manager  for  the  Iowa  &  Minnesota  Telephone  Company,  in  'which  he 
gave  very  acceptable  service  and  remained  in  this  responsible  position  until 
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March  i,  1898,  having  been  promoted  step  by  step,  until  he  was  superintendent 
for  the  northern  half  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Von  Rolf  was  next  employed  as  local  agent  for  the  Northwestern 
Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company,  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  becoming  dis¬ 
trict  manager  of  the  same  in  1900,  and  from  September  13,  1903,  until  early  in 
1910  he  was  general  agent  for  northwestern  Iowa.  He  rendered  this  com¬ 
pany  such  service  as  to  greatly  augment  the  prestige  of  the  same  in  this  locality 
and  gave  them  the  most  satisfactory  and  commendable  service  possible,  being 
popular  both  with  the  head  officials  and  their  numerous  patrons  here.  He  is 
at  present  stationed  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  he  is  faithfully  performing 
the  duties  of  general  agent  for  this  company. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Van  Rolf  began  on  August  25,  1896,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Alice  Ruth  Niles,  a  lady  of  culture  and  refine¬ 
ment,  the  daughter  of  R.  G.  and  Ruth  (King)  Niles,  an  excellent  family  of 
Hawkeye,  this  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Von  Rolf  the  following  children 
have  been  born:  Phillip,  born  November  18,  1898,  and  Harold,  born  October 
21,  1900. 

Politically,  Mr  Von  Rolf  is  an  independent  Republican,  and,  fraternally, 
he  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  Since  coming  to  America  he  has 
been  very  successful  and,  in  view  of  the  many  obstacles  he  has  had  to  over¬ 
come,  is  deserving  of  a  great  deal  of  credit  for  the  large  success  he  has  at¬ 
tained,  but  he  belongs  to  that  type  of  men  who  would  succeed  under  any  en¬ 
vironment. 


CHARLES  H.  WRIGPIT. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  leading  farmer  and  representative  citizen 
of  Oran  township,  is  one  of  the  brave  men  who  in  the  days  when  treason 
was  rife  and  the  enemies  of  the  Federal  Union  threatened  its  disruption,  re¬ 
sponded  to  the  call  of  the  government  and  gave  his  services  to  its  defense. 
He  not  only  experienced  the  dread  realities  of  warfare  in  camp,  on  the  march 
and  in  the  awful  ordeal  of  battle,  but  shed  his  blood  and  endured  manifold 
suffering  that  the  cause  which  he  had  so  much  at  heart  should  triumph  and 
the  honor  of  the  flag  remain  unsullied. 

Charles  H.  Wright  was  born  January  7,  1841,  in  Oneida  county,  New 
York,  being  the  fifth  of  eight  children  whose  parents  were  William  and 
Ann  (Clark)  Wright,  both  natives  of  Yorkshire,  England.  In  1814  Wil¬ 
liam  Wright,  then  a  youth  of  fourteen,  in  company  with  his  grandfather, 
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Joseph  Clark,  and  Thomas  Ripley,  an  uncle,  came  to  the  United  States  and 
grew  to  maturity  in  Oneida  county,  New  York,  where  said  relatives  located. 
He  was  reared  a  farmer  and  followed  that  vocation  in  the  above  county 
until  1844,  when  he  went  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  spent  the  summer  of 
that  year  and  then  located  five  miles  north  of  Elgin.  After  spending  the 
ensuing  ten  years  in  that  part  of  the  state,  he  decided  to  move  farther  west, 
accordingly,  in  May,  1854,  he  started  on  the  journey  to  Iowa,  traveling 
by  the  way  of  Rockford  and  Freeport,  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  at  Ga¬ 
lena  and  proceeding  onward  until  arriving  at  Fairbank,  in  the  state  of  his 
destination,  where  he  decided  to  locate.  The  town  of  Fairbank  at  that  time 
was  a  mere  frontier  hamlet  of  four  families,  the  county  of  Buchanan  in 
the  main  being  but  sparsely  settled.  Mr.  Wright  purchased  sixty  acres  of 
land  and  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  near  by,  on  which  he  erected  a  log 
building,  sixteen  by  twenty  feet  in  size,  which  answered  the  purposes  of  a 
dwelling  until  replaced  by  a  larger  and  much  more  comfortable  edifice  some 
years  later.  He  improved  his  land  and  in  due  time  had  an  excellent  farm  on 
which  he  and  his  good  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  both  being  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  cemetery  at  Fairbank,  where  other  settlers  are  also  sleeping  the 
sleep  that  knows  no  waking. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to  William  and  Ann 
Wright:  William  C.,  who  was  accidentally  killed  by  a  horse;  Mary  Ann, 
widow  of  the  late  F.  B.  Nute,  of  Oelwein ;  Joseph  James,  a  farmer  of  Poplar 
Grove,  California,  who  died  in  1907;  Sarah  Jane,  wife  of  Moses  Robinson, 
of  Waverly,  Iowa;  Charles  H.,  of  this  review;  Nettie,  who  married  John 
Kelsey,  and  died  some  years  ago  in  California,  her  husband  having  been  a 
member  of  Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  in  the  late  Civil  war, 
dying  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  while  in  the  service;  Robert  T.,  who  also 
served  in  the  above  company  and  later  farmed  the  old  homestead,  is  de¬ 
ceased,  and  Martha,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  living  in  the  city  of  San 
Jose,  California. 

Charles  H.  Wright,  like  the  majority  of  country  lads,  spent  his  child¬ 
hood  and  youth  in  close  touch  with  nature  and  while  still  quite  young  became 
familiar  with  the  rugged  duties  of  farm  life.  Growing  up  in  a  comparatively 
new  country,  he  enjoyed  limited  advantages  in  the  way  of  obtaining  an 
education,  his  total  schooling  being  confined  to  two  winter  terms  of  three 
months  each.  Later,  however,  he  made  up  for  this  deficiency  in  a  great 
measure  by  much  reading  and  intelligent  observation;  his  military  exper¬ 
ience  also  contributed  to  the  development  of  his  mental  faculties,  while  the 
mine-line-  with  his  fellow  men  in  various  business  capacities  has  given  him 
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a  valuable  practical  knowledge  and  made  him  one  of  the  well  informed  men 
of  his  community. 

Young  Wright  remained  at  home,  assisting  with  the  cultivation  of  the 
farm,  until  August,  1862,  when  he  exchanged  the  implements  of  husbandry 
for  the  death-dealing  weapons  of  Avarfare.  Enlisting  on  the  15th  of  that 
month  in  Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  he  spent 
some  time  at  Dubuque  drilling,  thence  accompanied  his  regiment  to  Fort 
Snelling,  Minnesota,  and  later  Went  via  Prairie  du  Chien,  Madison,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  Chicago,  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  Avhere  the  command  embarked  for  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tennessee.  Shortly  after  arriving  at  that  city  the  Twenty-seventh 
joined  Grant’s  army  and  the  first  duty  that  fell  to  the  regiment  was  the  guard¬ 
ing  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Tallahassee,  Georgia,  subsequently  being  sent 
to  Jackson,  Tennessee,  to  guard  the  Jackson  &  Memphis  railroad.  In  the 
summer  of  1863  Mr.  Wright’s  regiment  was  ordered  to  Helena,  Arkansas, 
where  it  joined  the  forces  under  General  Steel,  which  soon  afterwards  cap¬ 
tured  Little  Rock.  Returning  to  Memphis,  the  subject  spent  three  months 
doing  picket  duty,  which  time  extended  into  the  winter  of  1864,  the  coldest 
on  record.  During  the  months  of  December,  January  and  February  of  that 
year  the  weather  became  so  intensely  severe  that  many  soldiers  had  their  hands 
and  feet  frozen  while  on  duty,  not  a  few  being  permanently  disabled.  In 
the  spring  of  1864  the  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Avas  ordered  to  Vicksburg, 
Avhere  it  joined  the  army  under  General  Sherman  and  from  there  marched 
to  Meridian,  Mississippi,  Avhere  many  miles  of  railroad  Avere  destroyed 
and  thirteen  locomotives  captured.  Returning  to  Vicksburg,  the  regiment 
was  detached  from  Sherman’s  command  to  form  part  of  the  force  under  Gen¬ 
eral  Banks  for  the  Red  river  campaign.  In  the  latter  expedition  Mr.  Wright’s 
regiment  Avas  in  A.  J.  Smith’s  division  and  saw  much  active  service,  par¬ 
ticipating  in  a  number  of  battles  and  skirmishes  and  experiencing  its  full 
share  of  the  suffering  and  disaster  Avhich  mark  the  history  of  that  movement. 
Later  the  Twenty-seventh  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Tupelo,  Mississippi, 
after  which  it  Avas  ordered  to  join  General  Sherman  at  Atlanta,  but  the  order 
being  countermanded,  the  regiment  Avith  others  went  to  St.  Louis  to  head 
off  the  Confederate  force  under  General  Price,  marching  seven  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  without  change  of  clothing  and  Avithout  much  time  to  rest. 
The  object  being  accomplished,  the  command  went  to  Nashville  to  operate 
against  General  Hood,  who  was  moving  against  that  city,  and  in  the  bloody 
battle  Avhich  occurred  there  and  the  similar  engagement  at  Franklin  the 
Twenty-seventh  bore  a  conspicuous  and  gallant  part.  Without  narrating  in 
detail  Mr.  Wright’s  further  military  service,  Avhich  the  nature  of  this  sketch 
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forbids,  suffice  it  to  state  that  he  accompanied  his  command  through  all  of  its 
experiences  and  vicissitudes  at  New  Orleans,  Dauphin  Island,  Spanish  Fort, 
Fort  Blakely  and  many  other  places,  marching  in  all  thirteen  thousand  miles 
and  under  all  circumstances  accpiitting  himself  as  became  a  brave  and  gallant 
defender  of  the  Union.  While  on  the  ill-starred  Red  river  campaign,  he 
was  shot  through  the  right  thigh,  a  painful  and  dangerous  wound,  but  he 
recovered  in  due  season  and  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war  was 
always  ready  to  go  where  duty  called. 

Mr.  Wright  was  honorably  discharged  at  Clinton,  Iowa,  August  8,  1865, 
after  three  years  of  faithful  service,  after  which  he  returned  home  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  the  family  homestead, 
which  he  improved  and  on  which  he  lived  and  prospered  during  the  twenty- 
three  years  ensuing.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  moved  to  Bremer 
county,  where  he  bought  land  and  farmed  for  a  period  of  eleven  years,  dis¬ 
posing  of  his  holdings  in  that  part  of  the  state  in  1900  and  purchasing  the 
beautiful  place  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  on  which  he  has  since 
resided. 

Mr.  Wright’s  present  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  acres  of  highly 
improved  and  very  valuable  land  and  his  home  is  pronounced  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  and  desirable  in  tbe  township  of  Oran.  As  a  tiller  of  the 
soil  be  is  enterprising  and  up  to  date,  being  familiar  with  the  various  phases 
of  agricultural  science,  and  he  seldom  fails  to  realize  abundant  returns  from 
tbe  time  and  labor  expended  on  his  farm. 

In  November,  1867,  Mr.  Wright  was  happily  married  to  Hattie  Potts, 
of  Elgin,  Illinois,  daughter  of  Jacob  H.  and  Katherina  (Hansman)  Potts, 
the  father  born  in  Knox  county,  Ohio,  in  1813,  the  mother  in  Richland  county, 
that  state,  on  September  25th  of  the  same  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Potts  were 
tbe  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  John,  born  April  3,  1835;  Abigail, 
born  August  29,  1837,  married  J.  West  and  lives  at  Fairbank;  Sophronia, 
born  February  2,  1840,  is  the  wife  of  Robert  M.  White,  of  Oregon;  Elizabeth, 
born  July  16,  1842,  died  September  11,  1845;  Benjamin,  of  Bay  City,  Texas, 
was  born  January  7,  1845;  Hattie,  wife  of  the  subject,  was  born  August  7, 
1847,  and  Isabelle,  now  Mrs.  Isaac  Skillings,  of  Oregon,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  February  23,  1856. 

Jacob  H.  Potts,  the  father,  settled  in  Illinois  in  an  early  day  and  in  1855 
moved  from  that  state  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Black  Hawk  county,  three  miles 
southwest  of  Fairbank.  Later  he  migrated  to  Brown  county,  Nebraska, 
where  bis  death  occurred,  his  widow  subsequently  returning  to  Fairbank. 
where  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  days. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  have  had  six  children  :  Ida  Ann,  who  died  Septem¬ 
ber  1,  1892;  Vinnie  Sherman,  who  was  killed  by  a  mule  February  9,  1886; 
Charles  F.,  who  died  April  25,  1898;  Myrtle  Belle,  who  departed  this  life  in 
July,  1900;  Laura  M.,  who  died  December  28,  1883,  and  William  Arthur, 
the  only  surviving  member  of  the  family,  who  was  born  October  18,  1884, 
and  is  still  with  his  parents. 

Mr.  Wright  takes  an  active  interest  in  military  matters  and  is  well 
posted  on  the  history  of  the  United  States,  being  especially  familiar  with 
facts  connected  with  the  late  Civil  war,  in  which  he  bore  such  an  honorable 
part.  He  organized  Fairbank  Post  No.  367,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
served  as  its  commander  for  eight  years,  besides  filling  all  the  other  offices, 
and  is  still  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  and  influential  members.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  at  the  above  place,  his  wife  being  a 
member  of  the  Pythian  Sisters  and  an  active  worker  in  the  same.  Both  are 
highly  esteemed  and  have  many  warm  friends  in  the  community  where  they 
reside. 


HENRY  W.  GROSS. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  is  one  of  the  many  thousands 
of  German-born  people  who  cast  their  lot  with  Iowa  and  have  done  so  much 
to  make  her  the  proudest  of  all  the  agricultural  commonwealths.  Though, 
as  a  general  thing,  Germans  seem  to  prefer  the  pursuits  of  cities,  they  also 
show  a  fine  adaptation  to  the  country  when  their  lot  is  cast  in  that  direction. 
There  are  no  better  farmers,  as  they  possess  the  very  qualities  necessary  to 
succeed  in  the  exacting  work  of  fanning.  They  are  economical  and  doggedly 
persistent  in  carrying  out  their  objects.  They  also  have  excellent  judgment 
of  stock  and  farm  values,  knowing  exactly  what  things  are  worth  and  how  to 
get  them.  Iowa  has  no  better  farmers  than  the  population  that  came  to  her 
from  Germany,  and  her  obligations  to  these  people  as  state-builders  are  very 
great. 

Henry  W.  Gross  was  born  in  Germany  May  9,  1873,  his  father  being 
named  Henry.  He  had  the  benefit  of  a  good  education  before  leaving  his 
native  land,  being  a  pupil  in  the  excellent  schools  of  that  county  for  nine 
years.  When  his  father  decided  to  emigrate  to  America  he  brought  his  son 
along,  locating  near  Eldorado  in  Fayette  county.  Henry  attended  school  at 
this  place  for  about  three  months,  his  teacher  being  Rev.  G.  Blessin.  He  went 
to  work  for  his  father  on  the  latter’s  farm  and  kept  this  up  for  three  years. 
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Next  he  worked  out  for  ten  years,  going  through  all  the  hardships  and  drudg¬ 
ery  incident  to  such  a  life.  The  training,  however,  was  valuable,  as  he 
learned  all  the  details  and  endless  routine  of  farm  work,  preparatory  to  the 
time  when  he  should  have  a  farm  of  his  own.  This  opportunity  came  to 
him  after  his  marriage,  when  he  found  himself  in  charge  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  east  of  Eldorado.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  business 
for  ten  years  and  has  something  to  show  for  his  work.  He  has  made  many 
improvements,  including  buildings  of  various  kinds,  such  as  he  needed  in  the 
operations.  The  whole  farm  has  been  touched  up,  the  fencing  is  kept  in  good 
order,  the  soil  in  proper  shape  for  cultivating  and  all  other  things  are  done 
that  bespeak  the  progressive  farmer.  Mr.  Gross  is  fond  of  stock  and  keeps  a 
good  grade  on  his  place.  He  does  not  attempt  fancy  farming,,  nor  does  he 
handle  the  expensive  thoroughbreds,  but  he  farms  in  a  general  all  around  way 
which,  after  years  of  experience,  has  been  found  safest. 

In  1900  Mr.  Gross  married  Sabina,  daughter  of  Fred  Vagts,  whose 
sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gross  have  three 
children,  Arthur,  Richard  and  Lottie.  The  family  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Gross  is  independent  in  politics. 


WILLIAM  P.  SHAFFER. 

This  sketch  deals  with  one  of  Fayette  county’s  well-to-do  farmers  and 
a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  who  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  the  county.  William  P.  Shaffer,  of  Auburn  township,  is  Hoosier-born, 
having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  Grant  county,  Indiana,  June  14,  1853, 
but  for  more  than  fifty  years  he  has  claimed  this  county  as  his  home.  He  was 
educated  in  the  public  schools  here  and  did  himself  honor  in  the  class  of  chi- 
rography,  being  a  prize  winner.  He  has  ever  shown  an  interest  in  educational 
matters,  for  a  number  of  years  holding  the  office  of  school  director.  Mr. 
Shaffer  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father’s  farm  and  assisted  with  the  work 
about  the  place  until  he  was  twenty-two  years  old.  His  father  being  a  car¬ 
penter  by  trade,  he  formed  a  liking  for  the  work  and  became  an  apprentice, 
and  later,  for  a  period  of  four  years,  he  assisted  Nate  Shank,  a  carpenter  of 
West  Union.  For  twenty-four  years  the  subject  followed  this  industry,  mak¬ 
ing  his  home  in  West  Union,  where  he  was  considered  the  leading  contractor 
and  builder.  Some  of  the  best  homes  in  the  city  are  now  monuments  to  his 
excellent  skill.  So  much  in  demand  was  he  that  it  was  no  unusual  thing 
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for  him  to  have  as  many  as  seven  to  ten  contracts  at  one  time,  ranging  any¬ 
where  from  two  thousand  dollars  to  seven  thousand  dollars  each.  In  the 
country  adjacent  to  West  Union  may  be  seen  many  fine  barns  and  commodious 
residences  which  he  built.  Having  a  desire  to  again  take  up  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  he  abandoned  his  trade  in  1901  and  for  three  years  lived  on  a  rented 
farm  near  West  Union.  In  1904  he  moved  to  his  present  location,  a  farm  of 
three  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  located  in  Auburn  township,  sections  31 
and  32,  the  property  of  Mrs.  Charles  Woodard,  of  West  Union.  He  also 
rents  eighty  acres  at  Donnan,  Iowa,  in  connection  with  the  farm  he  lives  on. 
Mr.  Shaffer  may  be  termed  a  progressive  farmer.  He  has  made  a  specialty 
of  raising  Poland  China  hogs  for  several  years,  usually  raising  one  hundred 
head  or  more  a  year. 

In  1857,  when  modes  of  travel  were  vastly  less  numerous  than  in  this 
generation,  David  and  Jane  (Pemberton)  Shaffer,  the  subject's  parents,  left 
Grant  county,  Indiana,  and  wended  their  way  westward,  by  the  overland 
route,  in  a  couple  of  covered  wagons,  each  drawn  by  two  teams.  They  stopped 
in  Fayette  county  and  Mr.  Shaffer  being  acquainted  with  the  carpenter  trade, 
he  soon  secured  employment  by  assisting  in  the  erection  of  the  old  Seminary 
building,  which  was  then  under  the  course  of  construction.  Those  were  the 
days  when  dwellings  were  scarce  in  this  locality  and  it  was  not  long  until  Mr. 
Shaffer  took  up  contracting  and  built  many  of  the  best  homes  in  and  around 
the  town  of  Fayette.  In  1873  retired  from  carpenter  work.  Having,  by 
his  industry  and  economy,  accumulated  a  sufficient  amount  of  means,  he  pur¬ 
chased  a  farm  three  miles  north  of  Fayette,  where  he  lived  until  1891,  when  he 
rented  it  and  moved  to  Fayette  and  for  the  past  ten  years  has  made  his  home 
with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Minnie  Cullins.  He  sold  his  farm  about  1895.  He 
was  born  in  Knitney,  Pennsylvania,  January  1,  1830.  He  was  the  son  of 
German  parents  and  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  the  Keystone  state.  He  went 
to  Grant  county,  Indiana,  When  a  young  man  and  served  an  apprenticeship  at 
the  carpenter  trade  there.  In  1852  he  married  Jane  Pemberton,  born  in  1830 
in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Quaker  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Shaffer  were  the  parents  of  seven  children.  The  third  in  order  of  birth  died 
in  infancy.  Those  living  are:  William  P.,  the  subject;  Willis  F.,  born  De¬ 
cember,  1854,  resides  on  a  farm  in  Jewell  county,  Kansas  :  Robert  B.  is  a  con¬ 
tractor  and  builder  in  Albion,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Tacie  J.,  wife  of  Charles  Ash,  of 
Fayette,  Iowa;  Minnie,  wife  of  Martin  Cullins,  of  Fayette,  where  Mr.  Shaffer 
makes  his  home;  Lincoln  D.  lives  on  a  farm  east  of  Fayette.  Mrs.  Shaffer 
died  in  July,  1890.  Mr.  Shaffer  is  a  Republican.  During  his  wife’s  lifetime 
they  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he  still  accepts  this 
(52) 
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doctrine.  He  has  been  an  advocate  of  education  and  was  long  a  member  of 
the  school  board. 

On  December  24,  1884,  William  P.  Shaffer  married  Agnes  Todd.  She 
was  born  in  Chemung,  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  October  19,  1861,  and  is 
the  daughter  of  Rev.  Daniel  and  Agnes  M.  (Cameron)  Todd,  both  natives  of 
Scotland.  Her  father  was  born  in  Glasgow  in  1827,  her  mother  in  Edin¬ 
burgh  in  1831.  They  came  to  Toronto,  Canada,  in  1858,  with  Mrs.  Todd’s 
mother  and  were  married  there  in  1859.  Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
moved  to  McHenry,  Illinois.  Mr.  Todd  was  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian 
faith  and  for  five  years  held  the  pastorate  of  that  church  in  Chemung.  In 
1865  the  family  moved  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  located  on  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  near  Volga  City.  He  preached  in  the  Presbyterian  churches  in 
Volga  and  Highland,  Iowa,  until  he  retired  from  the  ministry  about  1884. 
About  1886  the  family  moved  to  West  Union,  where  they  remained  until 
Rev.  Todd’s  death.  In  1902  Mrs.  Todd  went  to  Portland,  Oregon,  to  live 
with  her  son.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  namely :  Dr.  Anna 
Todd,  who  lives  at  Lewiston,  Idaho;  Mrs.  Shaffer;  Rev.  William  M.  Todd, 
pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  Hastings,  Michigan;  Esther  C., 
wife  of  Frank  Becht,  of  Spokane,  Washington;  Euphemia  H.  Todd  died  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years;  Frances,  wife  of  Ira  J.  Merritt,  resides  at  Portland, 
Oregon ;  Henry  C.  Todd,  of  Portland,  Oregon ;  John  C.  Todd  died  aged 
twenty-seven  years ;  James  A.  Todd,  of  Lewiston,  Idaho.  Rev.  David  Todd 
was  a  graduate  of  a  college  at  Glasgow,  Scotland.  He  died  on  October  31, 
1900,  and  was  interred  at  West  Union. 

Mr.  Shaffer  and  wife  have  reared  eight  children,  as  follows:  Bessie  A., 
who  was  born  April  24,  1886,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Homer  C.  Car¬ 
michael  in  February,  1905,  and  passed  away  June  6,  1909;  Ethel  E.,  born 
October  19,  1887,  was  married  to  Maxwell  Saltsgiver  on  February  2,  1910, 
and  they  reside  in  Union  township;  Edith  A.,  born  February  19,  1889,  and 
Anna  F.,  born  May  11,  1893,  both  at  home;  Clarence  D.  Shaffer,  born  June 
26,  1895;  William  H.,  born  October  24,  1898;  Grace  M.,  born  July  23,  1902; 
Leslie  E.,  born  December  4,  1904.  In  politics,  Mr.  Shaffer  is  a  Republican. 
He  is  an  honor  to  his  party,  his  county  and  his  home. 


FRANK  ALBERT  ROBINSON. 

A  skilled  engineer  and  loyal  citizen  of  Oelwein,  Iowa,  is  Frank  Albert 
Robinson,  who  was  born  in  Bremer  county,  this  state,  in  November,  1858, 
the  son  of  Alfred  and  Lucy  Ann  (Wilson)  Robinson,  both  born  near  Toronto, 
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Canada,  the  former  being  the  son  of  Sala  Robinson  and  wife  and  the  latter 
the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huston  Wilson,  her  father  being  a  native  of 
Vermont.  The  parents  of  Frank  A.  Robinson,  of  this  review,  were  married 
at  St.  Charles,  Kane  county,  Illinois,  and  from  there  they  moved  to  Seaton, 
in  the  north  part  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1855.  The  following  year  they 
moved  to  Franklin  township,  Bremer  county,  this  state,  and  it  was  while 
living  there  that  their  son,  Frank  Albert,  was  born.  He  grew  to  maturity 
on  his  father’s  farm  and  assisted  with  the  general  work  on  the  same;  how¬ 
ever,  when  only  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  went  to  De  Kalb  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  worked  at  farming  for  a  period  of  two  years,  then  went  to  Lan¬ 
caster  county,  Nebraska,  and  continued  farming.  Two  years  later  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  old  home  in  Bremer  county  and  took  a  position  at  the  state 
asylum  at  Independence  and  his  services  were  continued  there  for  four  years. 
Then  the  old  desire  for  travel  seized  him  again  and  for  the  next  four  or  five 
years  he  visited  many  different  places,  residing  in  Kankakee,  Illinois  ;  Mendota, 
Wisconsin;  Lincoln,  Nebraska,  and  Clarinda,  Iowa,  remaining  one  year  at 
the  last  named  place.  While  there  he  began  learning  steam  engineering 
and  has  followed  that  occupation  ever  since,  having  mastered  all  the  details 
of  the  same  and  become  an  expert  in  this  line,  so  that  his  services  have  al¬ 
ways  been  in  great  demand.  He  was  engineer  at  the  state  asylum  at  Hast¬ 
ings,  Nebraska,  for  a  period  of  five  years.  From  Hastings  he  went  to  Elgin, 
Illinois,  where  he  was  second  engineer  for  four  years  at  the  state  asylum 
of  Illinois.  He  has  been  employed  in  the  engine  room  of  seven  different 
state  asylums,  two  in  Nebraska,  one  in  Wisconsin,  two  in  Illinois  and  two  in 
Iowa.  He  was  at  Elgin,  Illinois,  twice,  and  twice  at  Mendota,  Wisconsin. 
About  1896  he  came  to  Oelwein,  Iowa,  and  took  a  position  at  the  electric 
light  plant.  About  two  years  later  he  began  working  at  the  power  house 
of  the  Chicago  Great  AVestern  shops,  where  he  remained  a  little  over  a  year. 
In  1902  he  was  placed  in  full  control  of  the  Oelwein  water  Works  pumping 
station,  where  he  has  done  a  most  excellent  work,  a  work,  perhaps,  that  few 
people  realize  the  importance  of,  relating  to  the  maintenance  of  pure  water 
to  drink  by  the  people  of  this  city  and  for  fire  protection,  etc.  The  city 
water  works  were  established  in  1896  and  since  Mr.  Robertson  took  charge 
of  the  station  the  capacity  has  been  increased  frorrrseven  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  gallons  daily  to  one  million,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  gal¬ 
lons  daily. 

Mr.  Robertson  was  married  February  16,  1904,  to  Ida  May  Galloway, 
daughter  of  William  and  Ida  (Harris)  Galloway,  -Mrs.  Robertson  and  her 
parents  came  from  Henry  county,  Illinois.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson 
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three  children  have  been  born,  namely:  Alfred  Edgar,  Edna  May  and  Frank 
Orville.  The  first  named  died  when  fourteen  months  old. 

Mr.  Robertson  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen,  the  Modern  National 
Reserve  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  Ele 
has  always  been  a  great  student  of  general  text-books,  especially  anything 
that  relates  to  his  vocation.  He  belongs  to  engineering  societies  when  pos¬ 
sible  and  always  seeks  to  improve  in  his  work  and  he  stands  high  in  engineer¬ 
ing  circles.  He  is  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  industrious,  painstaking  and 
careful.  He  is  in  many  respects  like  his  father,  who  was  a  man  of  sterling 
traits,  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  of  Bremen  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
bought  land  soon  after  his  removal  there.  He  was  in  Company  G,  Fourteenth 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  a  gallant  soldier  for  the  Union.  He  was 
wounded  in  the  battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  Missouri,  and  on  account  of  his  in¬ 
juries  received  an  honorable  discharge.  These  injuries  finally  resulted  in 
his  death  in  1870. 


JOHN  H.  BIDDINGER  &  SON. 

The  firm  of  John  H.  Biddinger  &  Son,  of  Oelwein,  Iowa,  is  one  of  the 
best  known  harness  establishments  in  this  part  of  the  state  and  by  judicious 
management  it  has  gradually  extended  its  prestige  until  an  excellent  pat¬ 
ronage  is  enjoyed,  which  reaches  far  beyond  the  borders  of  Fayette  county. 
The  senior  member  of  the  firm  and  one  of  the  city’s  leading  business  men 
is  John  Henry  Biddinger,  who  was  born  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  September  25,  1845.  He  is  the  son  of  Andrew  and  Sarah  (Harr) 
Biddinger,  each  representing  old  families  of  the  Keystone  state.  Their  son, 
John  H.,  of  this  review,  moved  with  his  parents  to  Auburn,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  when  seven  or  eight  years  old.  His  father  was  a  tailor  and  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  line.  During  the  Civil  war,  young  John  H.  began  learning  the 
harnessmaker’s  trade,  which  he  became  very  skilled  in,  and  in  1872  he  started 
a  harness  shop  at  Auburn  and  was  building  up  a  good  trade  when,  in  1880, 
he  moved  to  Oelwein ;  thus  for  nearly  half  a  century  he  has  been  known  as 
a  harnessmaker  and  leather  dealer  in  this  locality  and  abundant  success  has 
crowned  his  long  years  of  persistent  and  careful  endeavor. 

Mr.  Biddinger  was  married  in  1869  to  Almeda  Lewis,  daughter  of 
Samuel  and  Sarah  Lewis,  natives  of  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  and  this  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Ernest  Elmo,  born  in  1872,  married 
May  Knapp,  daughter  of  Edward  and  Emma  (Cleveland)  Knapp,  of 
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McGregor,  Iowa,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Homer  and  Ralph. 
Ada  Biddinger  was  born  in  1877,  married  Will  Tout,  son  of  William  and 
Minnie  (Moore)  Tout,  of  Toronto,  Canada,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three 
children,  Kenneth,  Florence  and  another  daughter.  Mr.  Tout  is  a  foreman 
in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railway. 

Fraternally  the  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  both  encampment  and  subordinate. 

John  H.  Biddinger  continued  in  the  harness  business  in  Oelwein  until 
1892,  when  his  son  Ernest  bought  a  half  interest  in  the  business.  In  1902 
he  bought  the  other  half  from  his  father,  the  latter  retiring,  but  after  some 
time  spent  in  recreation  and  in  an  effort  to  regain  his  health,  the  elder  Bid¬ 
dinger  returned  to  the  shop,  where  he  still  takes  an  active  part  in  the  work, 
not  caring  to  be  idle,  for  he  has  always  been  a  very  industrious  man.  When 
he  first  came  to  Oelwein  he  bought  the  John  Wilson  harness  shop,  which  was 
located  in  a  small  frame  building  at  the  northwest  corner  of  East  Charles 
street  and  First  avenue.  In  1897  he  built  a  substantial  and  convenient  brick 
building  at  No.  21  West  Charles  street.  It  is  a  two-story  business  block 
in  which  both  store  and  shop  are  located,  the  upper  part  being  residence  flats. 
The  store  is  well  arranged  and  an  up-to-date  line  of  harness  is  always  carried 
and  the  shop  is  equipped  with  the  latest  pattern  machinery,  so  that  high  grade 
work  is  always  done.  Other  harness  shops  have  been  started  in  Oelwein 
at  various  times,  but,  as  a  rule,  they  did  not  remain  long,  but  because  of  su¬ 
perior  workmanship,  better  knowledge  of  the  trade  and  an  honest  system  in 
dealing  with  customers,  the  Biddinger  shop  has  continued,  now  being  the 
only  one  in  Oelwein. 


ROBERT  H.  P.  RATHBUN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  respected 
citizens  of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  has  achieved  definite  success  in  life  in 
the  face  of  discouraging  and  apparently  insurmountable  circumstances,  and 
today  no  man  in  his  community  enjoys  to  a  greater  degree  the  confidence 
of  those  who  knew  him.  Industry  and  perseverance  have  been  the  keynotes 
to  his  success,  and  in  the  highest  qualities  of  manhood  he  is  the  peer  of  any  of 
his  fellows. 

Mr.  Rathbun  was  born  in  Dewitt  county,  Illinois,  on  December  12,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  Parr  and  Ruth  (White)  Rathbun.  His  father  and  paternal 
grandfather  came  from  New  Hampshire  to  Pennsylvania,  and  later  moved 
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from  there  to  Licking  county,  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Illinois.  When  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  eleven  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Lodi, 
Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  followed  farming.  His  education 
was  received  in  a  select  subscription  school.  The  lad  was  of  an  independent 
turn  of  mind  and  was  ambitious,  and  having  determined  to  pay  his  own  way 
through  school  he  worked  at  whatever  he  could  find  to  do,  such  as  mowing 
hay  and  similar  work.  After  completing  his  education  he  remained  on  the 
home  place  until  he  was  about  thirty-five  years  old.  In  the  meantime  he  mar¬ 
ried  and  in  1874  he  moved  to  Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  followed  farming.  About  four  years  later  he  bought  a  farm  in 
Scott  township,  this  county,  to  which  he  moved.  He  remained  there  until 
the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  rented  his  farm  and  went  to  Adair  county,  where 
he  engaged  in  running  a  stock  farm  for  a  brother-in-law,  with  whom  he  was 
in  partnership.  Some  time  later  he  returned  to  the  Scott  township  farm, 
built  a  neat  and  comfortable  residence  and  in  other  ways  made  permanent 
and  substantial  improvements  on  the  place.  He  remained  there  until  the  fall 
of  1902,  when  he  moved  to  Oelwein,  where  he  now  resides,  practically  re¬ 
tired  from  active  labor,  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  had  so  richly  earned.  He 
is  still  the  owner  of  the  one-hundred-and-sixty-acre  farm  in  Scott  township 
and  also  owns  residence  properties  in  Oelwein. 

Mr.  Rathbun  had  two  brothers,  James  and  John.  The  former  was  in  the 
army  during  the  Civil  war  and  during  that  time  the  subject  remained  at  home 
and  cared  for  his  parents.  At  the  close  of  the  war  the  parents  decided  to  sell 
the  farm  and  divide  the  proceeds  among  their  children.  The  subject  and  his 
brother  James  bought  out  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  and  ran  the  farm  in 
partnership.  They  bought  the  land  at  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre,  and  it  soon 
rose  to  a  value  of  fifty  dollars,  at  which  price  they  sold  it,  intending  to  come 
to  Iowa.  They  had  four  thousand  dollars,  which  they  loaned, '  and  subse¬ 
quently  the  borrowers,  including  banks,  went  into  bankruptcy,  leaving  the 
brothers  in  bad  shape  financially.  About  all  they  received  at  the  time  were 
numerous  expressions  of  sympathy  from  neighbors,  and  an  old  aunt  said, 
“O,  well,  you’re  young  and  can  build  up  again.”  The  subject  derived  con¬ 
siderable  encouragement  from  this  remark  and  it  often  recurred  to  him  in 
his  later  days  of  trial.  After  he  came  to  Iowa,  about  1876,  prices  of  farm 
products  were  discouragingly  low,  butter  selling  for  five  cents  per  pound, 
eggs  for  three  cents  a  dozen,  and  hogs  at  two  dollars  a  hundred  pounds.  De¬ 
spite  this  fact,  he  was  not  discouraged,  but  persevered  in  his  efforts  and  man¬ 
aged  to  save  money,  eventually  overcoming  the  obstacles  which  confronted 
him  and  attaining  a  position  of  comparative  independence.  Hard  work, 
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sound  judgment  and  persistence  earned  their  reward  and  today  he  enjoys  the 
respect  of  those  who  have  become  familiar  with  his  record,  which  in  every 
respect  has  been  an  honorable  one. 

In  1862  Mr.  Rathbun  was  married  to  Harriett  Ashley,  a  daughter  of 
Stephen  and  Nancy  (Waterbury)  Ashley,  of  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin, 
who  were  originally  from  Theresa,  Jefferson  county,  New  York.  To  the 
subject  and  wife  have  been  born  four  children,  Etta,  Frank  Chester,  Louis 
and  Lulu,  the  last  two  named  being  twins.  Etta  became  the  wife  of  Elmer 
Stebbins,  of  Oelwein;  Frank  is  a  mail  carrier  in  Oelwein ;  Louis,  who  is  an 
expert  jeweler  and  engraver  and  graduate  optician,  lives  in  Oelwein;  Lulu 
remains  with  her  parents. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Rathbun  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  in 
which  he  has  taken  all  the  degrees  including  that  of  the  Uniform  Rank.  He 
is  a  man  of  many  splendid  personal  qualifications  and  enjoys  a  large  acquaint¬ 
ance.  among  whom  he  numbers  many  warm  and  loyal  friends. 


ALFRED  E.  WHITNEY. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Fayette,  Iowa,  none  is  more  highly  esteemed  than 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  ably  and  satisfactorily  filled  several  im¬ 
portant  positions.  He  is  a  man  of  positive  character  and  integrity  of  pur¬ 
pose  and  in  every  position  in  which  he  has  been  placed  he  has  evinced  those 
qualities  which  go  to  the  making  of  well-rounded  manhood.  A  man  of  strong 
social  instincts,  he  has  readily  made  acquaintances,  among  whom  he  numbers 
many  warm  and  loyal  friends. 

Alfred  E.  Whitney  was  born  in  the  town  of  Scotland,  county  of  Brant, 
province  of  Ontario,  Canada,  on  the  13th  day  of  September,  1856,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  A.  and  Emily  (Malcolm)  Whitney,  the  former  having  been  the 
son  of  Louis  Whitney.  When  the  subject  was  about  five  years  old,  the  family 
moved  to  West  Union,  this  county,  where  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  He 
received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  the  S.  S.  Ainsworth  private 
school  at  West  Union. 

On  completing  his  education,  Mr.  Whitney  received  an  appointment  as 
guard  at  the  Fort  Madison  prison,  being  then  about  twenty-three  years  old. 
He  gave  seven  years  efficient  service  in  this  position,  and  was  then  appointed 
deputy  warden  of  the  state  prison  at  Anamosa,  where  he  remained  seven 
months.  He  then  resigned  this  position  to  accept  a  similar  one  at  the  prison 
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at  Fort  Madison.  Altogether  Mr.  Whitney’s  service  at  the  several  institutions 
embraced  a  period  of  fourteen  years  and  nine  months,  during  which  time  he 
assisted  in  the  management  of  thirty-four  hundred  prisoners  and  was  con¬ 
sidered  a  valuable  man  in  the  position. 

Tn  July,  1902,  Mr.  Whitney  was  appointed  oil  inspector  for  the  fifth 
district  of  Iowa,  and  held  this  position  until  the  1st  of  August,  1906.  At  the 
latter  date  the  law  became  operative  which  gave  to  old  soldiers  the  preference 
in  state  appointments,  and  Mr.  Whitney  returned  to  private  life  and  his  home 
at  Fayette,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Fie  satisfactorily  and  ably  filled 
every  position  to  which  he  was  appointed  and  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  abso¬ 
lute  confidence  and  high  regard  of  his  superiors.  Fie  is  a  man  of  splendid 
personal  qualities  which  commend  him  to  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him  and 
he  numbers  the  best  people  of  the  community  among  his  friends. 

In  August,  1897,  Mr.  Whitney  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matri¬ 
mony  with  Carrie  B.  Carpenter.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  at 
all  times  taken  a  keen  and  active  interest  in  the  success  of  the  party,  being 
an  influential  worker  in  the  ranks.  His  public  service  demonstrated  his  abil¬ 
ity  in  various  ways  and  he  is  considered  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Fayette. 


MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  DIBBLE. 

A  man  well  known  throughout  Fayette  county  and  in  many  other  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  Middle  West  as  an  agriculturist  and  brick  manufacturer  is  M.  V. 
Dibble,  now  located  near  Clermont,  Iowa,  where  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
vicinity’s  most  influential  and  substantial  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Ashta¬ 
bula  county,  Ohio,  in  1840,  the  son  of  E.  H.  and  Harriet  (Finkham)  Dibble, 
and  there  he  remained  until  1849,  when  the  family  emigrated  to  Wisconsin, 
where  they  remained  until  1852,  at  which  time  they  moved  to  Clermont, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Here  the  father,  who  had  for  some  time  engaged  in 
brick  making  prior  to  his  coming  to  Iowa,  again  launched  out  in  this  business — 
in  fact  he  followed  that  occupation  at  various  places  nearly  all  his  life.  His 
first  Work  here  in  that  line  was  to  manufacture  the  brick  for  the  old  Clermont 
mill,  which  still  stands.  He  made  brick  in  the  old  primitive  way,  having  had 
no  mechanical  devices  of  any  kind.  He  made  a  very  comfortable  living  and 
laid  by  a  competency  for  his  old  age  in  this  line  of  endeavor,  and  as  he  grew 
older  he  gradually  entrusted  the  business  to  Martin  V.,  of  this  review,  and 
another  son. 
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M.  V.  Dibble  received  a  common  school  education,  and  when  merely 
a  boy  went  to  work  in  his  father’s  brick  yard  and  thus  early  in  life  became 
familiar  with  the  peculiar  methods  employed  in  this  work.  He  has  devoted 
the  major  portion  of  his  life  to  this  business,  he  and  his  brother  having  main¬ 
tained  a  large  yard  on  their  father's  farm  near  Clermont,  there  employing  as 
high  as  thirty  men.  They  furnished  the  brick  for  nearly  all  the  buildings  of 
this  material  in  West  Union  and  they  shipped  to  many  points  at  a  greater 
distance.  M.  V.  Dibble  finally  purchased  this  place  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  and  he  owns  in  all  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres,  all  valuable  land 
and  well  improved,  and  for  the  past  few  years  he  has  given  his  attention  to 
farming  and  dairying,  operating  what  is  perhaps  the  largest  and  best  equipped 
dairy  in  the  county,  having  milked  as  high  as  forty  cows,  and,  owing  to  the  ex¬ 
cellent  quality  of  his  products,  he  finds  a  ready  market  for  the  same.  He  is 
a  master  of  details  and  has  made  a  great  success  of  all  these  lines  of  endeavor, 
especially  in  the  manufacture  of  brick.  With  the  exception  of  a  short  time 
time  as  foreman  of  a  brick  yard  for  Mr.  Hinkley  at  Laverne,  Minnesota,  he 
has  been  a  resident  continuously  of  this  part  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  being 
one  of  the  township’s  representative  men. 

Mr.  Dibble  was  married  in  1866,  at  Prairie  du  Chien,  Wisconsin,  to 
Sarah  A.  Dixon,  who  was  born  in  London,  England.  This  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Lily,  Jessie,  Grace,  Ezra,  Arthur, 
Rosa,  Kittie,  Gussie,  and  one  who  died  at  the  age  of  ten  years. 

Mr.  Dibble’s  father  was  a  Whig  in  politics  and  later  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party  and  his  son,  M.  V.,  has  followed  his  example  by  being  a 
loyal  advocate  of  Republican  principles.  Though  he  has  never  found  time 
to  mingle  much  in  politics,  yet  he  has  very  faithfully  performed  the  duties  of 
assessor  of  his  township  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board,  being 
willing  to  give  of  his  valuable  time  to  the  work  of  advancing  the  interests  of 
his  township  and  count}'.  He  is  a  man  of  upright  principles  and  has  the 
esteem  of  a  host  of  friends. 


ALMON  H.  AMES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  retired  farmer  and  for  many  years  an  hon¬ 
ored  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  is  a  native  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  December  26,  1850.  His  grandfather, 
Elijah  Ames,  a  descendant  of  an  old  Vermont  family,  lived  near  Pottsdam, 
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New  York,  and  served  with  a  creditable  record  in  the  war  of  1812.  Thur¬ 
man  Ames,  son  of  Elijah  and  father  of  the  subject,  was  born  in  St.  Lawernce 
county,  near  Pottsdam,  and  when  a  young  man  married  Clarinda  Carver, 
whose  parents,  Oliver  and  Lois  (Burnett)  Carver,  were  natives  of  New  York 
and  Vermont  respectively. 

In  October.  1858,  Thurman  Ames  moved  to  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where 
he  lived  until  1869,  when  he  migrated  to  Kansas.  He  served  in  the  Fifty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  Rebellion,  and  his  son  also  took  part 
in  the  war,  having  been  a  member  of  the  Seventeenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  both 
earning  honorable  records  as  brave  and  gallant  soldiers. 

Almon  H.  Ames  was  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Illinois 
and  he  spent  his  youthful  life  in  Kane  county,  that  state,  growing  to  maturity 
in  close  touch  with  the  soil  and  receiving  his  educational  discipline  in  the 
public  schools.  He  remained  in  Illinois  until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Scott  township,  where  he  engaged  in  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture,  which  honorable  vocation  he  carried  on  with  success  and 
profit  until  his  retirement  from  active  life  in  the  year  1907.  On  removing  to 
the  above  township  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
section  19,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  which  under  his  effective  la¬ 
bors  and  judicious  management  soon  became  one  of  the  best  and  most  valuable 
farms  in  the  county  of  Fayette.  He  erected  good  buildings  and  made  many 
other  improvements  and  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  ranked  among  the  most  en¬ 
ergetic  and  enterprising  of  his  compeers,  adopting  modem  methods  in  all 
of  his  work  and  achieving  success  such  as  few  attain.  He  lived  on  the  farm 
for  a  period  of  thirty-one  years,  during  which  time  he  accumulated  a  suffi¬ 
ciency  of  this  world’s  goods  to  make  him  independent  and  enable  him  to  spend 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  fruits  of  his  many  years  of 
toil ;  accordingly,  he  bought  a  beautiful  home  in  Oelwein  where  he  and  his 
wife  are  now  living  in  honorable  retirement. 

Mr.  Ames  was  married  January  29,  1873,  to  Hannah  Wadley,  daughter 
of  Calvin  and  Mary  (Vincent)  Wadley,  of  Michigan,  but  later  of  Kane 
county,  Illinois,  where  Mrs.  Ames  grew  to  womanhood  and  exchanged  her 
family  name  for  the  one  she  has  since  worthily  borne.  Three  children  have 
blessed  the  union  of  this  estimable  couple,  viz:  Elva,  Wesley  and  Earl.  Elva 
married  Henry  Ernst,  Who  died  in  December,  1896,  leaving  besides  his  widow 
one  son,  Loren  Ernst;  subsequently  Mrs.  Ernst  became  the  wife  of  Otis 
Whiteside,  of  Clarion,  Iowa,  where  she  and  her  husband  now  reside.  Wes¬ 
ley  Ames  is  a  traveling  engineer  for  the  Stillwater  Threshing  Machine  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Minnesota,  and  has  had  in  charge  a  large  area  of  territory  in  that 
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and  other  states.  He  married  Grace  Ford  and  is  the  father  of  one  son,  who 
answers  to  the  name  of  Almon.  Earl,  the  youngest  of  the  subject’s  offspring, 
lives  on  the  family  homestead  and  manages  the  same,  being  one  of  the  pro¬ 
gressive  young  farmers  of  Scott  township.  He  too  is  married  and  the  father 
of  one  son,  Jack  F.  Ames,  the  wife  and  mother  having  formerly  been  Blanch 
Hough,  of  Fayette  county. 

Since  taking  up  his  residence  in  Oelwein  Mr.  Ames  has  identified  himself 
with  the  varied  interests  of  the  city  and  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  on  all 
matters  of  local  and  general  moment.  He  belongs  to  the  order  of  Yeomen, 
and,  With  his  wife,  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  Christian  church  and  a  lib¬ 
eral  contributor  to  its  material  support,  Mrs.  Ames  being  a  devoted  member 
and  active  in  all  the  utilities  under  the  auspices  of  the  congregation.  Mrs. 
Ames’s  parents  are  living  at  Sycamore,  Illinois,  both  having  reached  the  ripe 
old  age  of  seventy-nine  years  and  retaining  to  a  marked  degree  their  physical 
and  mental  powers. 


HENRY  R.  MARTIN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  in  a  prominent  way  identified  with 
varied  business  interests  in  the  thriving  city  of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  is 
a  lifelong  resident  of  the  county  and  enjoys  a  wide  and  favorable  acquaint¬ 
ance.  He  is  known  as  a  man  of  marked  business  and  executive  ability  and 
also  possesses  personal  qualities  which  commend  him  to  the  favor  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  has  been  closely  identified  with  the  progress  and  upbuilding 
of  Oelwein  and  is  rightfully  numbered  among  her  representative  business  men. 

Mr.  Martin  was  born  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county,  in  1867,  and 
is  a  son  of  Charles  M.  and  Amanda  (O'Neel)  Martin.  The  father  .was  a  na¬ 
tive  of  the  state  of  Tennessee  and  came  to  Iowa  in  about  1856,  locating  first 
in  Bremer  county.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and  enjoyed  to  a  great  degree 
the  respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  In  1865  he  came  to  Fayette 
county  and  located  on  a  tract  of  land  which  is  now  embraced  in  the  north¬ 
west  part  of  Oelwein.  He  bought  two  hundred  acres,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  of  which  was  embraced  in  that  section  bordered  on  the  east  by  Charles 
street  and  on  the  south  by  Frederick  street,  the  remainder  of  the  land  lying 
south  of  the  latter  street.  His  death  occurred  in  1876.  The  subject’s  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Ruel  and  Mary  (Rairdon)  O’Neel. 

Henry  R.  Martin  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  was  early 
inured  to  farm  life.  He  received  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools,  and 
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after  the  completion  of  his  education  he  remained  for  a  time  on  the  home 
farm.  He  then  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  in  Oelwein,  in  which  he 
met  with  very  gratifying  success  and  was  soon  recognized  as  a  hustling  and 
successful  man  of  marked  business  acumen  and  sound  judgment.  During 
Grover  Cleveland’s  second  presidential  administration  Mr.  Martin  served  as 
postmaster  at  Oelwein,  giving  a  very  satisfactory  administration.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  Aetna  State  Bank  he  became  a  stockholder  and  member 
of  tbe  board  of  directors,  and  in  1898  he  accepted  the  position  of  cashier  of 
the  bank,  in  which  position  he  is  still  serving.  In  -this  position  he  has  neces¬ 
sarily  much  to  do  with  the  conduct  of  the  bank’s  affairs  and  his  continuous 
retention  in  the  office  is  evidence  of  the  absolute  confidence  which  the  di¬ 
rectors  have  in  his  integrity  and  ability.  The  bank  is  numbered  among  the 
strong  and  reliable  financial  institutions  of  Fayette  county  and  has  been  an 
important  factor  in  the  business  development  of  the  community.  Mr.  Martin 
is  also  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kent  &  Martin,  lumber  dealers.  This  firm 
purchased  the  two  yards  formerly  owned  by  George  W.  Jamison  and  the 
Citizens’  Lumber  Company  and  they  now  enjoy  the  largest  business  in  their 
line  in  the  county,  it  being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  important  indus¬ 
tries  of  the  city. 

In  1889  Mr.  Martin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Etta  B.  Shaw,  who  was 
born  near  West  Union,  this  county,  the  daughter  of  Abram  and  Matilda 
(Long)  Shaw.  Religiously,  Mr.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
church  at  Oelwein,  to  which  he  gives  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  In  every 
avenue  of  activity  in  which  he  has  engaged  he  has  performed  well  his  part 
and  has  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  unbounded  confidence  of  all  who  have  been 
associated  with  him.  Of  frank  and  earnest  manner  in  his  dealings  with 
others,  he  at  once  inspires  confidence, — a  confidence  which  is  never  violated 
on  his  part,  and  he  has  many  warm  and  loyal  friends. 


CHARLES  M.  HALL. 

Far  from  the  rugged  Pine  Tree  state  comes  Charles  M.  Hall,  a  well 
known  citizen  of  Oelwein,  who  is  a  scion  of  sterling  New  England  ancestry 
and  where  he  himself  was  nurtured,  receiving  those  lessons  of  fortitude  and 
persistency  that  never  fail  to  win  whatever  vocation  is  followed  or  wherever 
the  individual’s  lot  may  be  cast.  He  was  born  in  Kennebec  county,  Maine. 
October  12,  1849,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Isaac  B.  and  Elizabeth  (Hutchison) 
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Hall,  the  former  being  the  son  of  Benjamin  Hall,  who  came  to  America 
from  Ireland  ‘when  a  young  man  and  located  in  Maine,  where  he  married  a 
native  girl.  Elizabeth  (Hutchison)  Hall  is  of  Scotch  and  English  parentage, 
her  mother  being  from  England  and  her  grandfather  from  Scotland. 

Charles  M.  Hall  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  Maine,  which 
he  worked  during  the  summers  and  received  a  somewhat  limited  education 
in  the  district  schools,  remaining  under  his  parental  roof-tree  until  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  gratified  his  ambition  to  grow  up  in  the  W est, 
believing  that  greater  opportunities  existed  here  for  a  man  of  his  tastes,  and 
he  accordingly  located  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  where  he 'Secured  employ¬ 
ment  on  a  farm.  He  saved  his  money  and  three  years  later  rented  a  farm 
and  began  life  for  himself,  and,  being  a  hard  worker  and  having  learned  how 
to  manage  a  farm  from  his  father,  he  gradually  gained  a  competency. 

On  March  29,  1871,  Mr.  Hall  married  Ruth  King,  daughter  of  William 
and  Rhoda  (Durson)  King,  the  daughter  of  a  well-established  family. 
Twelve  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  namely:  Hattie  married  John 
Steil,  living  on  a  farm  one  mile  east  of  Westgate,  and  they  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  Merle  A.  and  Roy  C. ;  Isaac  C.  is  living  near  Seattle,  Wash¬ 
ington  ;  Lizzie  May  married  Will  Karsten  and  lives  a  mile  east  of  Sumner,  on 
the  edge  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa;  William  F.  married  Lizzie  Wahner  and 
lives  two  miles  south  of  Maynard,  Iowa,  on  a  farm,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Harry  and  Mabel;  Lottie  Pearl  married  Charles  Kaune, 
living  two  miles  northwest  of  Oelwein;  Matfde  Mary  is  living  at  home  with 
the  family  in  Oelwein ;  Archa  M.  and  Isaac,  in  the  state  of  Washington,  run¬ 
ning  on  a  steamboat;  Ruth  Amelia  married  Frank  Winkler  and  they  live  in 
Westgate,  Iowa,  and  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Ruth;  Mabel  Estella  is  a 
teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Banks  township;  Wyatt  Lee  is  employed  at 
Scott  Center,  Scott  township,  this  county;  Emma  is  married,  living  west  of 
Oelwein ;  Augusta,  who  attended  high  school  in  Oelwein,  is  a  teacher  now  in 
the  public  schools.  One  child  died  in  infancy ;  the  others  are  all  enjoying  good 
health  and  are  fairly  well  started  in  life’s  material  affairs.  On  July  15,  1908, 
Mrs.  Hall  died  and  was  buried  in  Oaklawn  cemetery  at  Oelwein.  On  May 
24,  1910,  Mr.  Hall  married  Eva  M.  Glew,  daughter  of  Ernest  L.  and  Irene 
(Warren)  Glew,  of  near  Alexandra,  South  Dakota.  In  1908  they  came  to 
Fayette  county  and  Mr.  Glew  is  engaged  as  janitor  of  the  city  hall  at  Oelwein. 

After  his  marriage  Charles  M.  Hall  continued  farming  in  Delaware 
county  for  two  years,  then  moved  three  miles  north  of  Oelwein  on  the  J.  C. 
Bennett  farm,  and  there  he  remained  until  1877,  when  he  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres,  seven  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  Oelwein.  Prospering 
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all  the  while,  he  purchased,  about  seven  years  later,  another  eighty  acres,  and 
about  1889  he  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  more,  making  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  forty  acres  in  all,  of  as  fine  land  as  the  county  can  boast.  He  con¬ 
tinued  farming  there  successfully  until  February,  1902,  when  he  bought  a 
splendidly  located,  attractive  and  commodious  residence  at  No.  417  North 
Frederick  street,  in  Oelwein,  where  he  has  since  resided,  practically  retired 
from  active  life.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  He 
is  a  plain,  substantial,  hospitable  and  congenial  man  whom  everybody  likes 
and  his  family  is  highly  respected  wherever  its  several  members  have  lived. 


BENJAMIN  SHIPPY. 

Although  the  fate  that  comes  to  all  in  the  course  of  human  events  has 
summoned  Benjamin  Shippy  to  his  reward,  time  cannot  readily  relegate  to  ob¬ 
livion  the  forces  for  good  he  set  in  motion  and  the  remembrance  of  the  many 
useful  acts  and  kind  deeds  for  which  he  was  esteemed,  for  his  life  was  one  of 
long,  consecutive  endeavor  in  an  effort  to  benefit  himself,  his  family  and  his 
fellow  men,  and  the  career  of  such  as  he  should  he  set  up  for  an  example 
before  the  youth  whose  destinies  are  yet  matters  for  the  future  to  determine. 
He  was  the  representative  of  a  sterling  old  Canadian  family,  he  himself  being 
a  native  of  the  far  north,  born  in*Rondeau,  Middlesex,  Ontario,  Canada,  March 
8,  1818.  His  father  was  Thomas  Shippy,  who  married  Frances  McLish.  He 
grew  to  manhood  at  Rondeau  and  was  educated  there.  On  June  8,  1853, 
he  was  married  to  Annis  Henry,  daughter  of  Ira  and  Molly  '(Burss)  Henry, 
of  Elgin  county,  Ontario,  Canada,  and  in  December,  1853,  they  moved  to 
Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  and  there  followed  farming  in  a  very  successful 
manner  for  about  a  year  and  a  half,  when  he  moved  to  Oran  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of  1855.  He  took  up  eighty  acres  of  govern¬ 
ment  land  and  began  farming  there,  developing  a  good  farm  and  establish¬ 
ing  an  excellent  home.  Three  years  later  he  sold  the  first  farm  and  bought 
another  a  mile  away.  When  he  first  came  to  Iowa  it  was  in  covered  wagons, 
drawn  by  ox  teams,  and  they  were  compelled  to  live  in  wagons  until  they  could 
build  a  log  cabin,  and  they  had  to  go  to  Independence,  quite  a  distance,  for 
their  mail  and  to  do  their  trading.  Eight  children  were  born  to  them,  named 
as  follows  :  Victoria  married  Webster  McQueen  and  lives  in  Oelwein,  and  they 
are  the  parents  of  six  children ;  Leroy  was  drowned  when  twenty  years  of  age ; 
Benjamin  married  Emma  Smith,  of  Waverly,  Iowa,  and  he  is  employed  in 
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the  shops  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railway;  he  and  his  wife  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  three  children,  Charles,  Leslie  and  Norma;  John  McQueen  was  the 
third  child  in  order  of  birth;  the  next  was  Ima,  who  married  Earl  Gay  and 
lives  in  Rockford,  Illinois,  where  he  is  proprietor  of  a  “pantatorium” ;  Vesta 
and  Bernice  McQueen  are  the  youngest  of  the  family;  Webster  McQueen  is  in 
charge  of  the  interlocking  switches  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railway  at 
Oelwein.  Alvrettia  Shippy  died  when  twelve  years  of  age.  Kate  M.  Shippy 
married  Samuel  Speer  and  lived  in  Palo  Alto  county,  Iowa,  until  her  death, 
on  January  20,  1900;  they  lived  on  a  farm  and  four  children  were  born  to 
them,  Raymond,  Cassie,  Vera  Rosamond  and  Clifford.  Cassie  Speer  married 
Ray  Miller,  asistant  chief  clerk  in  the  offices  of  the  Oregon  Short  Line  rail¬ 
road  at  Pocatello,  Idaho.  Locy  Shippy  married  Elsie  Miller,  of  Black  Hawk 
county,  Iowa,  and  three  children  have  been  born  to  them,  Glennie,  who  died 
December  31,  1908,  Lloyd  and  Jacob.  Locy  Shippy  is  farming  in  Oran  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Ira  Shippy  is  working  on  a  farm  in  Buchanan 
county,  Iowa.  Charles  Shippy  married  Ella  Murray  and  lives  at  Hope,  Steele 
county,  North  Dakota,  where  he  is  practicing  law;  he  was  county  attorney 
there  for  eight  years  and  he  is  the  owner  of  eight  hundred  acres  of  farm  land. 
Chiles  Shippy  married  Catherine  Kile,  of  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  and  they  are 
living  in  Oelwein,  where  he  has  been  city  clerk  since  May,  1907;  eight  children 
have  been  born  to  them,  Leo  C,  Chester  A.,  Harold  E.,  Russell  F.,  Claire  W., 
Charles  S.,  Ira  M.  and  Marie  M.  Osceola  Shippy  died  when  five  years  of  age. 

When  the  Shippy  family  first  moved  to  Oran  township,  Fayette  county, 
wolves  and  rattlesnakes  were  very  numerous,  and  they  had  to  contend  with 
the  ordinary  conditions  obtaining  in  a  new  country,  but  they  in  due  course  of 
time  established  a  good  home  here.  Benjamin  Shippy  was  an  ardent  Repub¬ 
lican  and  took  an  interest  in  everything  that  tended  to  promote  the  general 
good.  He  was  school  director  many  years,  constable  for  two  terms,  road 
supervisor  and  he  held  other  local  offices,  always  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of 
his  constituents,  for  he  was  scrupulously  honest,  courteous  and  gave  close  at¬ 
tention  to  whatever  he  had  entrusted  to  him.  The  death  of  this  excellent  citi¬ 
zen  occurred  in  January,  1899.  In  1903,  Mrs.  Shippy  sold  the  farm  and  moved 
to  Oelwein,  where  he  still  resides.  She  is,  with  one  exception,  the  oldest  set¬ 
tler  in  Oran  township  now  living  in  Fayette  county.  She  is  a  woman  of 
beautiful  Christian  character  and  she  is  a  blessing  to  all  who  come  into  her 
genial  presence,  and  it  is  interesting  to  hear  her  recall  reminiscences  of  the 
early  days.  In  every  way  she  proved  to  be  a  fit  companion  for  her  sterling 
husband,  and  no  stronger  character  has  ever  lived  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
county  than  he. 
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WALTER  B.  STONE. 

It  is  always  a  pleasure  to  the  biographer  to  record  the  lives  of  men  such 
as  those  mentioned  in  this  sketch.  Walter  B.  Stone  was  born  in  Warrens- 
burg,  Warren  county,  New  York,  July  2,  1846,  the  son  of  William  B.  and 
Mary  (Fuller)  Stone.  They  moved  to  Washington  county,  New  York,  in 
1854,  and  in  1867  the  family  came  to  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa. 
Walter  had  worked  at  home  in  the  sawmills  and  had  become  a  sawyer.  In 
December,  1863,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Second  New  York  Veteran  Cav¬ 
alry,  most  of  the  members  of  which  regiment  were  veterans  in  the  service. 
He  joined  the  regiment  at  Camp  Stanton,  Virginia.  In  February  they  were 
transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf  and  sent  to  Morganza  Bend,  on 
the  Mississippi,  Col.  Morgan  H.  Chisler  having  been  sent  by  ocean  vessel  to 
New  Orleans.  The  regiment  got  new  horses  at  New  Orleans.  Their  service 
consisted  in  keeping  the  eastern  and  western  armies  in  touch,  scouting  and 
other  such  duties.  In  the  last  campaign  they  were  transferred  to  the  coast  of 
Florida,  marched  to  Fort  Blakely  and  were  there  at  the  time  of  Lee's  sur¬ 
render.  Mr.  Stone  continued  to  serve  with  his  command  and  was  discharged 
at  the  end  of  his  term  in  November,  1865.  The  regiment  had  headquarters 
at  Talladye,  Alabama,  during  the  last  few  months.  There  was  a  great  deal 
of  factional  feeling  and  troops  were  necessary  bo  maintain  peace.  After  his 
discharge  Mr.  Stone  went  back  to  New  York,  but  was  in  bad  health  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  service.  He  attended  school  and  worked  in  a  store  until  1866. 
Oliver  Stone,  a  cousin  of  William  B.,  was  already  in  Iowa  and  so  they  moved 
there.  They  first  rented  land  near  Eden,  then  bought  a  farm  near  Hawkeye, 
then  came  back  to  Eden  township,  until  in  1878  his  father  moved  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  died  in  1883.  His  wife  spent  her  remaining  life  with  her  son,  W.  B., 
a  daughter  in  Nebraska,  and  a  daughter  in  New  Hampshire,  in  which  latter 
place  she  died  in  1897.  James  W.,  a  brother  of  Walter  B.,  who  had  served 
in  the  Twenty-second  Regiment  New  York  Infantry  and  in  the  Second  New 
York  Veteran  Cavalry  for  four  years  and  a  half,  had  come  to  Iowa  with  the 
family,  but  in  1868  he  and  Walter  went  to  Chicago  and  there  they  learned  the 
upholsterer’s  trade.  James  died  in  Chicago  in  1902.  Walter  spent  fourteen 
years  at  the  upholstering  trade,  being  the  foreman  of  a  large  shop  with 
twenty-five  men  under  him  at  the  time  he  left  the  trade.  He  was  in  Chicago 
at  the  time  of  the  fire  and  saw  the  most  of  it,  especially  in  the  heaviest  business 
districts.  In  1882  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  took  charge  of  his  wife’s  home¬ 
stead.  On  this  farm,  on  September  3,  1872,  he  had  been  married  to  Eva  A. 


0* 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


833 


Goodrich,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  G.  W.  and  Catherine  (Fellers)  Goodrich. 
G.  W.  Goodrich  was  born  in  Franklin,  Delaware  county,  New  York,  February 
16,  1811,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1866.  He  had  begun  to  preach  in  the  Methodist 
church,  was  a  circuit  rider  for  four  or  five  years,  and  finally  united  with  the 
Free  Will  Baptists.  He  had  lost  his  health  and  came  west  on  that  account. 
He  had  owned  land  here  before,  but  bought  the  present  farm,  which  had  been 
settled  thirty  years  before  by  William  Murray,  after  his  coming,  and  began 
to  farm,  but  was  soon  called  upon  to  preach.  His  church  had  a  congregation 
at  Eden,  but  no  building.  He  preached  all  over  this  country,  and  continued  to 
serve  until  age  prevented.  He  was  a  man  with  hosts  of  friends,  popular  and 
well  liked.  In  the  number  of  marriages  which  he  solemnized  and  funerals  he 
preached  he  was  far  in  advance  of  most  preachers,  for  his  sendees  were  much 
in  demand  on  such  occasions.  His  strong  Unionism  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
reasons  why  during  the  war  he  was  chosen  to  preach  the  funerals  of  so  many 
soldiers  who  had  been  sent  home  for  burial.  At  one  time  he  married  six 
couples  at  one  ceremony,  mostly  soldiers  just  starting  to  war.  One  couple  in 
Iowa,  Fayette  Schenck  and  wife,  were  married  standing  in  a  wagon.  He  was 
liberal  in  his  views.  Mrs.  Goodrich  died  in  1878,  falling  into  a  Well  in  the 
night  while  visiting  a  neighbor,  and  dying  instantly.  Mr.  Goodrich  died  at  the 
old  home  December  29,  1906,  aged  ninety-four  years,  ten  months  and  thirteen 
days.  He  had  been  married  on  March  21,  1839.  Flis  parents  were  Morris 
and  Ruth  Goodrich.  Mrs.  Walter  B.  Stone  was  born  in  Schoharie  county, 
New  York,  came  to  Iowa  at  the  age  of  fourteen  and  has  lived  on  the  farm 
ever  since  with  the  exception  of  ten  years  in  Chicago.  Her  twin  sister,  Adeline, 
married  S.  C.  Main,  and  died  in  Bethel  township  at  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 

From  1882  Mr.  Stone  carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  June  10,  1910,  the  place  comprising  one  hundred 
and  thirty  acres  of  well  improved  land.  In  1884  he  built  the  present  home. 
Two  of  his  children  died  in  childhood,  and  the  five  living  are:  George  G., 
carpenter  and  blacksmith,  of  Alpha;  Lestena,  who  married  R.  D.  Davis,  of 
Alpha;  Walter  B.,  Jr.,  operating  the  farm  and  living  with  his  parents;  Ina  M., 
a  teacher,  graduate  of  the  Waucoma  high  school;  Arthur  M.,  now  a  student  in 
the  same  high  school.  Mr.  Stone  was  in  former  years  a  Republican,  but  later 
became  a  Prohibitionist.  He  was  a  member  of  Sutherland  Post,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  at  Waucoma.  Always  faithful  as  a  soldier,  at  his  trade,  and 
on  the  farm,  he  lived  to  see  the  results  of  that  faithfulness  in  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  himself  and  his  family.  Mr.  Stone  was  for  twenty  years  a 
member  of  and  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  in  which 
he  held  official  position  as  steward  and  trustee. 

(53) 
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JOSEPH  HOBSON  NEFF. 

Among  the  enterprising  business  men  of  West  Union  whose  labors  and 
influence  have  tended  greatly  to  the  city’s  advancement  and  prosperity  the 
name  of  Joseph  Hobson  Neff,  of  the  firm  of  Neff  Brothers,  proprietors  of  the 
Electric  Light  and  Power  Plant,  occupies  a  deservedly  conspicuous  place.  A 
native  of  Fayette  county  and  for  many  years  identified  with  its  interests,  he 
has  contributed  materially  to  the  building  up  of  an  enterprise  of  great  value 
to  the  community  and,  as  a  man  and  citizen,  recognized  his  obligations  to  the 
public  and  in  a  manner  creditable  to  himself  discharged  the  same  to  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  all  concerned. 

Joseph  Hobson  Neff  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  May  22,  1861, 
and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town  of  Auburn  where,,  at  the 
proper  age,  he  entered  the  public  schools  and  in  due  time  acquired  a  fair  edu¬ 
cation.  While  still  young  he  took  up  his  study  of  telegraphy,  at  which  he 
soon  became  quite  proficient  and  in  1882  accepted  a  position  as  agent  with  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  which  he  held  during  the  ten  years 
following.  While  thus  engaged  he  had  charge  of  offices  at  Scotch  Grove, 
Delhi  and  Waucoma  and  on  severing  his  connection  with  the  above  line  spent 
the  ensuing  ten  years  with  the  Chicago  Great  Western  road,  during  which 
time  he  was  stationed  at  Sumner,  Iowa.  On  the  death  of  his  brother,  H.  M. 
Neff,  the  subject  abandoned  the  railway  service  and  returned  to  West  Union, 
became  a  partner  of  his  older  brother,  Charles  G.  Neff,  in  the  City  Electric 
Light  and  Power  Plant,  with  which  enterprise  he  has  been  connected  since 
January,  1902.  Since  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Neff  Brothers  he 
has  labored  diligently  to  familiarize  himself  with  electric  lighting  and  it  is 
needless  to  state  that  the  plant  under  the  able  and  judicious  management  of 
the  present  proprietors  has  kept  pace  with  the  growth  of  the  city  and  fully  met 
the  requirements  of  the  public.  (See  sketch  of  C.  G.  Neff.) 

Mr.  Neff,  on  February  24,  1881,  was  happily  married  to  Katie  M.  Davis, 
daughter  of  Daniel  Davis,  late  banker  and  prominent  business  man  of  Fayette 
county.  Mrs.  Neff  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  received  her  education  at  a  ladies’ 
seminary  in  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  has  presented  her  husband  with  five 
children,  Mabel,  Frank  A.,  Anna  L.,  Joseph  D.  and  Ruth  N.,  all  living  and 
at  home,  Frank  and  Anna  being  twins. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Neff  has  been  prominent  in  Odd  Fellowship, 
and  at  this  time  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  order  in  the  state.  He 
has  been  very  active  in  the  lodge  at  West  Union,  besides  holding  various 
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positions  in  the  general  work  of  the  order,  serving  for  five  years  as  a  member 
of  the  board  of  instruction,  one  year  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  mileage 
and  per  diem  and  one  year  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  transportation, 
all  being  grand  lodge  appointments.  He  has  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  lodge,  encampment  and  Patriarchs  Militant,  has  been  active  and  in¬ 
fluential  in  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah  lodge  and  was  the  first  past  grand  to 
serve  on  the  board  of  instruction,  higher  official  attainments  having  been  re¬ 
quired  for  the  position  previous  to  his  appointment.  During  the  year  1899 
he  was  a  special  officer,  appointed  by  the  grand  master  to  institute  new  lodges 
and  while  thus  engaged  was  instrumental  in  arousing  a  deep  and  widespread 
interest  in  Odd  Fellowship  throughout  the  state  and  reviving  the  work  in  a 
number  of  places  where  it  had  formerly  flourished,  but  afterwards  gradually 
subsided  and  at  several  points  ceased  altogether.  He  has  long  been  a  leading 
spirit  in  the  grand  lodge,  where  his  abilities  are  recognized  and  appreciated, 
and  in  the  deliberations  of  that  exalted  body  his  voice  and  influence  have  had 
much  to  do  in  formulating  policies  and  directing  the  general  work  of  the  order. 
He  was  district  deputy  grand  master  two  terms  and  in  that  capacity  traveled 
quite  extensively  visiting  lodges  and  promoting  an  interest  in  the  fraternity 
in  various  other  ways. 

Mr.  Neff  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  but  can  hardly  be  called  a  poli¬ 
tician  as  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office  nor  has  he  entertained  any 
ambition  for  leadership.  In  all  that  concerns  the  material  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity  or  the  general  good  of  the  populace  he  has  manifested  a  deep  and  abid¬ 
ing  interest  and,  as  an  intelligent,  broad-minded,  progressive  American  of  the 
present  day,  he  is  easily  the  peer  of  any  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Mrs.  Neff  is 
a  Presbyterian  in  her  religious  faith  and  an  active  member  of  the  church  at 
West  Union,  being  president  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  and  otherwise  inter¬ 
ested  in  religious  and  philanthropic  work. 


ALBERT  E.  JONES. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch,  who  occupies  a  responsible  position  with 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  at  Oelwein,  is  numbered  among  the  best 
residents  of  this  prosperous  city  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of  all  who  know 
him,  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  and  upright  life.  Mr.  Jones  is  a  native 
of  the  great  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  5th  day 
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of  July,  1873.  He  is  a  son  of  Smith  E.  Jones,  Jr.,  a  native  of  rock-ribbed 
Wales,  who  came  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when  a  small  boy, 
some  time  prior  to  1840.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandparents  were  Smith 
Ebbert  and  Mary  M.  Jones.  On  the  family’s  arrival  in  the  New  World  they 
located  in  Pennsylvania,  but  subsequently  moved  to  Battle  Creek,  Michigan, 
where  they  remained  until  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  war,  when  they  moved 
to  Chicago.  In  that  city  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  and  secured 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  early  age 'of  fourteen  years  he 
started  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  apprenticing  himself  to  learn  the  ma¬ 
chinist’s  trade  in  the  shop  of  Walter  K.  Manning,  where  he  completed  his  ap¬ 
prenticeship  and  then  worked  three  years  longer  or  a  total  service  under  Mr. 
Manning  of  seven  years.  He  then  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central 
railroad  as  a  machinist,  and  was  sent  to  the  shops  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana. 
A  year  later  he  entered  the  service  of  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  at  Houston, 
Texas,  with  whom  he  remained  as  a  machinist  about  nine  months.  He  then 
returned  to  his  native  city  and  became  a  machinist  for  Arthur  J.  O'Leary. 
Mr.  Jones  has  held  a  number  of  other  positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has  gained 
valuable  experience  in  various  branches  of  his  trade,  having  been  employed 
on  both  marine  and  railroad  work  and  in  the  general  line  in  many  different 
shops.  He  was  employed  by  Fairbanks,  Morse  &  Company  at  Beloit,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  for  six  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  went  to  Waterloo,  Iowa,  as  a 
machinist  in  the  employ  of  the  Davis  Engine  Works.  In  August,  1902,  Mr. 
Jones  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  road  at  Oelwein, 
Fayette  county,  entering  the  shops  as  machinist.  He  has  since  been  promoted 
to  the  position  of  machinist  foreman,  assisting  the  general  foreman  at  the 
round-house.  He  has  demonstrated  his  fitness  for  any  position  to  which  he 
may  be  assigned  and  not  only  enjoys  the  good  will  of  his  superiors,  but  is 
also  popular  with  his  fellow  employes  and  those  under  him. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Jones  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  in  which  he  has  taken  all  the  degrees  up  to  and  including  those  of 
Knight  Templar.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  the  Benevolent 
and  Protective  Order  of  Elks  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

On  March  9,  1898,  Mr.  Jones  took  unto  himself  a  helpmeet  in  the  person 
of  Maude  M.  Lane,  of  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  a  union  which  has  been  most  happy 
and  congenial.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  are  popular  in  the  social  circles  in  which 
they  move  and  their  home  is  a  favorite  meeting  place  for  their  friends,  who 
appreciate  the  spirit  of  hospitality  which  is  ever  in  evidence  there. 


T.  J.  CAPPER. 
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T.  J.  CAPPER. 

The  department  store  of  the  cities  had  its  precursor,  and  still  has  its  lesser 
prototype,  in  the  general  store  of  the  country  community,  where  in  former 
days  anything  from  a  tack  to  a  coffin  could  be  bought,  and  which  today  exposes 
for  sale  a  range  of  articles  almost  equal  to  that  of  the  department  store.  In 
older  times  the  store  was  the  center  of  social  life.  In  the  daytime  in  the  busy 
seasons  of  the  year  the  customers  were  mostly  women  and  children,  but  in  the 
winter  and  in  the  evenings  the  farmers  came  in  for  the  mail  and  brought  their 
marketing  and  usually  had  more  or  less  time  to  discuss  the  weather,  crops  and 
politics.  This  phase  of  the  general  store  is  changing  with  changing  conditions 
of  life,  but  it  still  has  its  useful  place  to  fill,  and  has  incidentally  lifted  many  a 
man  far  up  the  path  of  prosperity. 

T.  J.  Capper  was  born  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
in  February,  1857,  the  son  of  John  and  Dorinda  (Brooks)  Capper,  who  were 
born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  also  John  Cap¬ 
per,  the  son  of  John  Capper  of  Virginia,  and  Susannah  (Morrison)  Capper, 
born  in  Ireland.  The  second  John  Capper  was  a  miller  and  was  killed  before 
the  birth  of  his  son  John,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  His  maternal 
grandfather  was  John  Brooks,  born  in  Ireland,  who  married  a  Miss  Fawcett 
there,  came  to  America  in  1818  and  located  as  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Carroll 
county,  Ohio.  John  Capper,  the  third,  was  educated  in  Carroll  county,  and 
farmed  as  a  young  man,  he  and  his  mother  owning  a  farm  and  carrying  on 
general  farming.  In  1854  he  came  to  section  17,  Pleasant  Valley  township, 
bought  one  hundred  sixty  acres  and  improved  it,  living  there  until  1890,  when 
he  retired,  lived  for  a  while  in  West  Union  and  Elgin,  then  moved  to  Benton 
county,  Iowa,  in  1908.  He  was  a  Republican  until  Greenback  times  in  1878, 
and  after  that  a  Democrat,  always  active  in  politics  and  held  several  township 
offices.  He  reared  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  one  daughter 
having  died  in  1872  and  another  in  1875.  The  latter,  Susan  M.,  wife  of  Ezra 
Patterson,  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team  near  Elgin  on  July  31,  1875. 

T.  J.  Capper  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  this  township.  As 
a  young  man  he  farmed  in  the  summer  and  taught  school  in  the  winter,  later 
remained  on  the  old  place  and  added  to  the  original  farm,  following  general 
farming.  In  1896  he  sold  out  and  bought  A.  Benson’s  general  store  at  Elgin 
and  has  since  carried  on  that  business  very  successfully.  In  1882  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Emeline  L.  Shaffer  (sister  to  J.  D.  Shaffer  mentioned  in  this  work). 
Their  children  are :  Frank  L.,  clerk  in  a  general  store  at  Dike,  Iowa,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Nellie  Pfeifer;  Susie,  Boies,  Flossie  M.  and  Charles  L.  Mrs.  Capper  is 
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a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  Mr.  Capper  is  a  Mason  and  an  Odd 
Fellow.  He  is  a  Democrat,  has  been  on  the  school  board  of  Elgin  ever  since 
coming  here,  and  served  as  councilman  for  several  years.  He  has  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  progressive  and  up  to  date  in  every  particular,  being  always  ready 
to  assist  in  undertaking  any  thing  for  the  general  benefit.  He  has  prospered 
as  a  merchant  from  the  start,  thanks  to  his  fitness  for  the  calling. 


RAY  S.  SACKVILLE. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  one  of  the  younger  residents  of  Jefferson 
township  and  a  leading  farmer  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  is  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  a  son  of  John  O.  and  Alice  Sackville,  the 
former  born  in  1847  in  Canada,  the  latter  in  Lawrence  county,  New  York, 
in  the  year  1855.  When  two  years  old  John  O.  Sackville  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  De  Kalb  county,  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to  maturity  and  shortly 
after  attaining  his  majority  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in 
Jefferson  township  in  1869.  Purchasing  a  tract  of  wild  land,  he  addressed 
himself  to  the  task  of  clearing  and  improving  the  same  and  in  due  time  his 
labors  bore  their  reward  in  a  good  farm  and  a  comfortable  home  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  on  the  3d  day  of  July,  1903. 

Mrs.  Sackville’s  father  was  S.  W.  Day,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Chitten¬ 
den  county,  Vermont,  in  1830.  In  1848  he  went  to  Lawrence  county,  New 
York,  thence  to  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  in  1853,  where  he  remained  ten  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  period  he  moved  to  Fayette  county  and  in  due 
time  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  and  public  spirited  citizens  of  his 
locality.  Eliza  Hawkins,  who  became  his  wife  on  December  7,  1852,  was 
born  in  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  April  5,  1834.  Five  children  consti¬ 
tuted  the  family  of  this  worthy  couple,  viz :  Mrs.  Alice  E.  Sackville,  born 
October  29,  1854;  Wilson  H.,  born  October  10,  1857;  George  A.,  whose  birth 
ocurred  in  May,  i860;  Effie  Louise,  horn  April  11,  1864,  and  Gertrude  A. 
whose  natal  day  was  the  22d  of  October,  1869.  John  O.  and  Alice  Sackville 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  a  daughter  hv  the 
name  of  Maude,  married  Richard  Smith  and  lives  in  Oelwein,  where  her 
husband  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  Ray  S.,  of  this  review,  is 
the  second  in  order  of  birth,  the  youngest  being  Fern,  who  lives  with  her 
mother  in  Oelwein.  John  O.  Sackville  was  an  industrious,  hard  working 
man,  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil  and  from  time  to  time  was  honored  with 
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various  local  offices,  having  served  very  acceptably  as  assessor,  school  di¬ 
rector  and  in  other  capacities.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  worthy 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  church  of  Oelwein,  with  which  organization 
his  widow  is  still  identified. 

Ray  S.  Sackville  was  born  November  9,  1879,  on  the  family  homestead 
in  Jefferson  township,  and  early  became  familiar  with  the  varied  duties  of 
the  farm.  In  the  public  schools,  which  he  attended  at  intervals  during  his 
minority,  he  obtained  a  practical  education  and  having  been  reared  in  close 
touch  with  nature  he  took  kindly  to  the  soil  and  decided  to  devote  his  life 
to  the  cultivation  of  the  same.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  reaching 
his  majority,  since  which  time  he  has  been  farming  for  himself  and  he  now 
runs  the  homestead  besides  owning  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine 
farm  land  in  section  11,  Jefferson  township,  from  which  he  realizes  a  fair 
share  of  his  income. 

Mr.  Sackville  is  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  man,  ‘who  cultivates  the 
soil  according  to  the  most  approved  methods  and  in  addition  to  general  ag¬ 
riculture  devotes  considerable  attention  to  livestock  and  dairying,  in  both 
of  which  his  success  has  been  very  gratifying.  He  aims  to  keep  abreast 
of  the  times  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  his  calling  and,  being  a  careful  ob¬ 
server  as  well  as  an  excellent  manager,  his  progress  since  beginning  life 
upon  his  own  responsibility  has  been  steady  and  substantial  and,  as  already 
indicated,  he  now  ranks  among  the  enterprising  men  and  representative  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides.  Politically,  he  gives  his  support  to 
the  Republican  party ;  fraternally,  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  at  Oelwein,  and  since  childhood  has  been  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  Personally,  he  is  very  agreeable  and  has  many  warm  friends 
and  no  one  is  more  highly  esteemed  or  holds  a  larger  place  in  the  confidence 
of  the  public. 

On  February  12,  1907,  Mr.  Sackville  was  happily  married  to  Minnie 
J.  Spence,  a  native  of  county  Down,  Ireland,  and  a  daughter  of  James  Spence, 
who  came  to  this  country  some  years  ago  and  is  now  one  of  the  permanent 
farmers  of  Jefferson  township  (see  sketch).  Mrs.  Sackville  was  a  very  popu¬ 
lar  teacher  before  her  marriage  and  could  at  any  time  have  her  choice  of 
schools  in  her  neighborhood.  She  is  a  very  cultured  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sackville  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  their  home 
is  the  abode  of  a  genuine  hospitality  which  makes  it  a  favorite  rendezvous 
for  the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood.  Blessed  with  health  and  a  gen¬ 
erous  share  of  this  world’s  goods,  their  lives  have  indeed  been  cast  in  pleas¬ 
ant  places  and  their  future  appears  bright  and  promising. 
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JOHN  RAFFERTY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended  from  sterling  Irish  ancestry  and 
in  him  are  found  those  stanch  qualities  of  character  which  have  made  the  Irish 
people  so  desirable  a  class  of  citizens  in  this  cosmopolitan  land.  During  a 
course  of  years  in  Fayette  county  he  has  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  earn  and  retain 
the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  with  whom  he  has  been  associated  and 
today  is  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of  Clermont  township. 

Mr.  Rafferty  was  born  in  Ireland  on  November  17;  1844,  and  is  a  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Bridget  (Halpin)  Rafferty,  both  also  natives  of  the  Emerald 
isle.  The  family  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1851,  locating  first  in  New 
Jersey  and  later  removing  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Subsequently  they  made  their 
home  at  Newport,  Kentucky.  The  father’s  death  occurred  in  Cincinnati  in 
1852.  In  1866  the  mother  and  her  four  sons  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Clayton 
county,  where  they  made  their  future  home  and  where  the  mother’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  in  1890.  Prior  to  leaving  Ohio,  a  daughter  had  married  and  moved  to 
New  York. 

John  Rafferty  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  received  his  education  mainly  in 
the  schools  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  Newport,  Kentucky.  As  soon  as  old 
enough,  he  went  to  work  in  factories  in  an  effort  to  help  care  for  his  mother  and 
other  members  of  the  family,  his  first  employment  being  in  a  hemp  weaving  fac¬ 
tory.  Eventually  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  and  prior  to  the  war  of 
the  Rebellion  he  was  employed  at  his  trade  by  the  government  at  Fort  Leaven¬ 
worth,  Kansas.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  entered 
upon  an  agricultural  career,  becoming  the  owner  of  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  acres  of  fine  land,  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  attention  and  in  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  which  he  has  met  with  well  deserved  success.  He  is  thoroughly  prac¬ 
tical  in  his  work  and  progressive  in  his  ideas,  keeping  in  touch  with  advanced 
ideas  relating  to  the  science  of  agriculture,  so  that  he  has  been  enabled  to  realize 
satisfactory  returns  for  the  labor  he  has  expended.  His  farm  is  well  improved, 
containing  an  attractive  and  comfortable  residence,  substantial  and  well  ar¬ 
ranged  barn  and  other  necessary  buildings,  while  the  general  appearance  of  the 
place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste.  Though 
his  farm  lies  in  Clayton  county,  Mr.  Rafferty  maintains  his  residence  in  Cler¬ 
mont,  having  during  the  past  ten  years  been  practically  retired  from  active 
labor,  enjoying  that  rest  which  his  past  efforts  have  entitled  him  to.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Clermont  State  Bank. 

Politically,  Mr.  Rafferty  has  always  been  aligned  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  has  rendered  efficient  and  satisfactory  service  as  a  justice  of  the 
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peace  in  both  Clayton  and  Fayette  counties.  In  religion  the  family  are  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  they  render  a  faithful  and  generous  sup¬ 
port. 

On  September  6,  1906,  Mr.  Rafferty  was  united  in  marriage  with  Fay 
Wells,  a  native  of  Clermont  village,  this  county,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Josephine  (Mathews)  Wells.  Her  father  is  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and 
her  mother  of  Clayton  county,  their  home  now  being  in  Clermont.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  They  are  numbered 
among  the  leading  and  most  highly  respected  families  of  the  community. 

Though  quiet  and  unostentatious  in  his  personal  bearing,  Mr.  Rafferty  is 
possessed  of  qualities  which  have  commended  him  to  the  esteem  of  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  enjoying  an  enviable  standing  in  the  community  in  which 
so  many  useful  years  of  his  life  have  been  spent. 


NELSON  A.  GERKEN. 

Believing  that  greater  opportunities  existed  for  him  right  here  at  home 
than  elsewhere.  Nelson  A.  Gerken  has  spent  his  life  in  the  same  vicinity,  and, 
judging  from  the  large  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts,  he  was  wise  in 
remaining  on  the  old  homestead  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he 
was  born  August  2,  1865.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  Gerken,  who  was  born 
December  28,  1826,  in  Hanover,  Germany.  He  married  Nancy  Sidler  March 
26,  1854;  she  was  the  widow  of  Samuel  Sidler  and  the  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Sarah  Myers,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  following  children  were  born  to 
Henry  and  Nancy  Gerken:  Ellen,  born  December  21,  1856,  married  Henry 
Gerlt,  and  they  are  both  now  deceased;  John  Wesley,  farmer,  born  March  11, 
1859,  in  Oran  township,  married  Alice  L.  Judd  and  they  have  four  children, 
Mary  L.,  Jessie  M.,  Walter  C.  and  John  H. ;  Levi  Arnold  Gerken,  born  July 
28,  1861,  died  when  five  years  of  age;  Mary  Agnes,  born  June  25,  1863,  mar¬ 
ried  Henry  P.  Faust,  of  Parkston,  South  Dakota;  Nelson  A.,  subject  of  this 
review;  Aliva  L.  A.,  born  November  16,  1868,  married  Dell  Hunter,  of  Oel- 
wein,  Iowa;  Benjamin  F.,  born  February  24,  1887,  in  Oran  township,  mar¬ 
ried  Della  Bradly,  and  died  March  8,  1910. 

Henry  Gerken,  father  of  these  children,  was  reared  and  educated  in  his 
native  community,  Hanover,  Germany,  and,  having  his  boyish  ambition  fired 
by  the  stories  of  success  and  opportunities  in  the  New  World,  he  set  sail  for 
America  in  1844  and,  after  a  tedious  voyage,  landed  on  our  shores,  unac- 
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companied,  first  setting  foot  on  American  soil  at  New  Orleans.  From  that 
city  he  went  by  steamboat  to  St.  Louis  and  from  there  to  Saline  county,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  secured  eighty  acres  of  school  land.  In  1854  he  came  to  Oran 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  came  into  possession  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  government  land  in  section  10;  then  he  went  back  to  Illinois 
and  brought  his  wife,  who  drove  the  team  while  he  drove  the  cattle.  They 
fell  very  sick  with  the  ague  and  stayed  at  Fairbank,  Iowa,  living  with  Henry 
Myers,  the  wife’s  father;  however,  not  long  afterwards  he  began  improving 
his  farm.  He  was  compelled  to  melt  snow  for  his  cattle  to  drink.  He  was  a 
hard  worker  and  was  not  to  be  discouraged,  consequently  he  developed  a  fine 
farm  and  a  comfortable  home  in  due  course  of  time.  He  took  an  interest  in 
local  'political  affairs  and  held  some  township  offices.  He  was  a  Republican, 
a  member  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  an  honest  and  highly  respected  man. 
He  reached  an  advanced  age,  dying  in  1902.  He  was  three  times  married, 
his  first  wife  dying  in  1883;  his  second  wife  was  Annie  Hillman,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  who  died  in  1898,  and  his  third  wife  Was  Rachael  Watkins,  a  sister 
of  his  second  wife  and  the  widow  of  a  Mr.  Watkins;  she  now  lives  in  Kansas. 
In  1891  Mr.  Gerken  moved  to  Oelwein,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  his 
death.  He  made  a  success  of  his  farming,  being  economical  and  a  good 
manager,  though  there  was  a  time  when  he  sold  wheat  at  thirty  cents  per 
bushel,  butter  at  six  cents  per  pound  and  eggs  at  three  cents  per  dozen,  pork 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  hundred ;  this  was  at  McGregor,  Iowa. 
But  whether  prices  were  low  or  high,  he  always  made  money. 

Nelson  A.  Gerken  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  attended  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  schools.  In  1887  he  went  to  Wessington  Springs,  South  Dakota,  and 
remained  there  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  he  spent  four  years  in  Antelope 
county,  Nebraska,  on  a  farm.  Although  he  got  a  good  start  in  the  West,  he 
preferred  his  home  county  and  in  1893  returned  to  Oran  township  and  rented 
land  here  for  ten  years  and  lived  in  Oelwein  until  the  spring  of  1907.  Since 
that  time  he  has  lived  on  the  old  home  place,  of  which  he  owns  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

Mr.  Gerken  was  married  in  March,  1890,  to  Mary  Hundley,  who  was 
born  in  Van  Wert  county,  Ohio,  the  daughter  of  O.  E.  and  Dorothy  (Hughes) 
Hundley,  the  father  a  native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Wales.  They  were 
married  in  Ohio  and  in  1885  went  to  Clark  county,  South  Dakota,  where  they 
remained  for  one  year,  then  moved  to  Antelope  county,  Nebraska,  and  in  1891 
moved  to  Washington  county,  Oregon,  where  they  live  on  a  farm.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  O.  E.  Hundley:  Thomas,  of  Dilley, 
Oregon;  Margaret,  the  widow  of  Arch  Van  Kirk,  of  Hillsboro,  Oregon;  Mary, 
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wife  of  Nelson  A.  Gerken,  of  this  review;  Charles,  who  is  farming  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  Oregon ;  Richard  and  John,  twins,  the  former  living  in  Wash¬ 
ington  county,  Oregon,  and  the  latter  in  Portland,  Oregon;  Norman,  living 
at  home ;  Oscar  and  Arthur  are  the  youngest  children. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gerken,  namely :  Floyd 
R.,  Roy  V.,  Leslie  C.  and  Glenn  A. 

Mr.  Gerken  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  has  been  very  successful  owing 
to  his  close  application  to  business  and  his  careful  management  of  his  own 
affairs  and  his  honest  dealing  with  his  fellow  men.  Fie  now  manages  a  dairy 
in  connection  with  his  farm ;  he  has  twenty  head  of  milk  cows,  handles  short¬ 
horn  cattle,  and  draft  and  driving  horses  of  an  excellent  quality ;  raises  Chester 
White  hogs,  Plymouth  Rock  chickens,  Bronze  turkeys  and  Indian  Runner 
ducks.  His  stock  and  poultry  are  greatly  admired  by  all  who  see  them.  He 
has  a  splendid  and  attractively  located  home,  good  barn  and  outbuildings.  He 
has  served  on  the  school  board  and  was  trustee  of  Oran  township  for  two 
years,  also  serving  as  assessor.  A  Republican  in  politics,  he  has  long  been  active 
in  local  affairs  and  has  very  faithfully  and  ably  served  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No.  230,  at  Oelwein, 
Iowa. 


WILL  H.  PAYNE 

A  resident  of  Smithfield,  Fayette  county,  who  is  known  among  his 
neighbors  as  an  honest,  straightforward  man  in  all  of  his  dealings,  conscien¬ 
tious  in  his  work  as  a  farmer  and  citizen,  is  Will  H.  Payne,  and  it  is  with 
no  misgivings  that  this  brief  tribute  to  his  worth  as  a  factor  in  the  affairs  of 
this  locality  is  given  place  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  on  the  farm  he  now 
occupies,  on  October  5,  1868,  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  local  schools, 
and  also  spent  one  year  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette  and  two 
years  at  the  Iowa  State  Agricultural  College,  having  made  splendid  records 
in  each.  He  is  the  son  of  William  Harvey  and  Laura  (Clark)  Payne,  the 
father  a  native  of  Batavia,  Genesee  county,  New  York,  born  November  15. 
1828,  and  he  is  still  living  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of 
Stephen  and  Wealthy  (Miner)  Payne,  natives  of  Vermont.  During  the  war 
of  1812,  Stephen  Pa)me  was  captain  of  a  sloop  on  Lake  Champlain,  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States.  Later  in  life  he  moved  to  Genesee  county, 
New  York,  and  thence  to  Cattaraugus  county,  that  state,  where  he  died  in 
1868;  he  was  a  zealous  Whig  and  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 
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His  wife  died  in  1873;  to  them  five  sons  and  three  daughters  were  born,  Wil¬ 
liam  H.  being  the  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth.  During  his  boyhood  days 

he  attended  subscription  schools  in  winter  and  worked  on  bis  father’s  farm 

in  crop  seasons;  he  also  worked  out  awhile  as  a  farm  hand.  In  1851  he  mar¬ 
ried  and  lived  on  a  farm  until  the  spring  of  1861,  when  he  brought  his  family 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  About  May  1st  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  acres  with  the  crops  on  the  place,  etc.,  paying  eleven  dollars  per 
acre  for  it;  the  land  was  located  in  section  7,  Smithfield  township,  where 
he  still  resides,  having  remained  on  the  same  farm  half  a  century,  during 
which  time  he  has  noted  and  taken  part  in  many  great  changes  in  this  com¬ 
munity.  When  he  took  possession  of  the  place  there  was  a  log  house  on 

it,  but  in  due  course  of  time  this  was  replaced  by  a  modern  frame  structure. 
He  made  a  specialty  of  raising  Norman  horses  and  Holstein  cattle.  Po¬ 
litically,  he  was  a  Whig  and  when  a  boy  took  part  in  the  campaign  of  Gen. 
William  Henry  Harrison,  with  the  exception  of  drinking  the  hard  cider 
which,  he  remembers,  flowed  freely  at  that  time;  later  he  became  a  Republi¬ 
can.  It  is  indeed  interesting  as  well  as  instructive  to  listen  to  his  reminis¬ 
cences  of  the  early  days,  which  he  delights  to  talk  of.  When  a  lad  of  only 
eight  or  nine  years  he  joined  the  old  Washington  Temperance  Society  and 
has  never  broken  the  pledge,  and  no  doubt  his  long  life  has  been  due  in  no 
small  degree  to  this  fact.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  but  his  wife  belonged  to  the  United  Brethren  church.  When  the 
Prohibitory  amendment  was  presented  to  the  people  of  Iowa  for  their  con¬ 
sideration,  Mr.  Payne  labored  untiringly  in  its  bebalf.  He  was  for  some 
time  a  member  of  the  “Recholites,”  a  temperance  organization  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Gen.  Zachary  Taylor;  he  had  the 
distinction  of  being  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Republican  party  in  New 
York,  and  he  voted  for  General  Fremont  in  1856  and  he  has  remained  loyal 
to  the  party  since  that  time;  he  has  never  held  other  than  minor  township 
offices. 

O11  September  15,  1851,  was  solemnized  Mr.  Payne’s  union  with  Laura 
Clark,  Who  was  born  in  Genesee  county,  New  York,  in  1838,  the  daughter 
of  Hubbard  Clark,  of  Vermont,  who  served  in  the  war  of  1812  as  a  musi¬ 
cian,  having  been  present  at  the  battles  of  Lundy’s  Lane,  Ft.  Erie  and  others 
of  lesser  note.  Five  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne,  namely: 
Mrs.  Alice  Gilmer,  of  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  was  born  October 
18,1854;  Hannah,  who  was  the  wife  of  David  Miner,  of  Missouri,  was  born 
on  November  28,  1856,  and  died  January  22,  1909;  Mrs.  Ada  Odekirk,  of 
Center  township,  was  born  January  3,  1864;  William  H.,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Laura  Ranney,  of  Bismark,  North  Dakota,  was  born  March  5,  1871.  These 
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children  were  all  well  educated,  having  first  passed  through  the  common 
schools,  then  taken  a  course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette. 

Will  H.  Payne  has  always  made  his  home  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  here  and  he  has  been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock 
raiser.  On  December  1,  1896,  he  married  Amy  I.  Shepard,  who  was  born 
in  Lima,  Fayette  county,  April  11,  1877,  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Re¬ 
becca  R.  (Elston)  Shepard,  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  who  located  in  Iowa 
about  1867,  not  long  after  their  marriage.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  seven 
daughters  have  been  born,  namely:  Thelma  M.,  born  September  28,  1897; 
Phila  L.,  born  June  8,  1899;  Carol  V.,  born  September  4,  1903;  Elizabeth 
H.,  born  August  14,  1905;  Gwenda  L.,  born  August  15,  1908;  Frances  S., 
born  January  22,  1910. 

Politically,  Mr.  Payne  is  a  Republican  and  in  fraternal  matters  he  be¬ 
longs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  Payne  is  well  known  in 
this  part  of  the  county  as  a  raiser  of  fine,  thoroughbred  Holstein  cattle,  hav¬ 
ing  perfected  the  breed  that  his  father  started  many  years  ago,  and  because 
of  the  high  quality  of  his  stock  they  find  a  very  ready  sale  at  all  times. 


CARSTEN  H.  PAPE. 

No  people  that  go  to  make  up  our  cosmopolitan  civilization  have  better 
habits  of  life  than  those  who  came  originally  from  the  great  German  empire. 
These  people  are  distinguished  for  their  qualities  of  thrift  and  honesty,  and 
these  two  qualities  in  the  inhabitants  of  any  country  will  in  the  end  alone  make 
that  country  great.  When  with  these  two  qualities  is  coupled  the  other  qual¬ 
ity  of  sound  sense,  there  are  afforded  such  elements  as  will  enrich  any  land  and 
place  it  at  the  top  of  the  countries  of  the  world  in  the  scale  of  elevated  human¬ 
ity.  Of  this  excellent  people  came  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  on  April  30,  1871,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Hinch)  Pape, 
both  of  whom  also  were  natives  of  Germany.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1876  and  came  at  once  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  about  two 
miles  north  of  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now  lives,  buying  a  farm  of 
ninety-five  acres.  Subsequently  they  moved  to  another  and  smaller  farm, 
where  the  father  spent  his  last  days.  He  made  many  good  improvements  on 
the  place,  erecting  a  comfortable  residence  and  commodious  barn.  He  was  the 
father  of  thirteen  children,  eight  of  which  number  are  now  living.  He  was  a 
Lutheran  in  his  religious  belief. 

C.  H.  Pape  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  and  remained  with  his  par¬ 
ents  until  his  marriage,  in  1893,  when  he  rented  the  Neumann  homestead. 
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where  lie  now  resides.  After  five  years  he  purchased  the  place,  which  com¬ 
prises  eighty-six  acres,  and  on  which  he  has  successfully  carried  on  general 
farming  operations.  He  is  methodical  and  up-to-date  in  his  business  affairs, 
giving  careful  attention  to  every  detail  of  his  work,  and  the  general  appearance 
of  his  place  indicates  him  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste, 
while  the  results  attained  by  him  testify  to  his  industry  and  good  manage¬ 
ment.  He  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  in 
which  also  success  has  attended  his  efforts. 

In  1893,  Mr.  Pape  was  united  in  marriage  with  Bertha  Neumann,  a 
daughter  of  August  and  Lisette  (Fiebelkorn)  Neumann,  who  are  mentioned 
personally  in  the  sketch  of  H.  W.  Neumann,  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To 
them  have  been  born  two  children,  Walter  and  Anna.  Politically,  the  subject 
of  tliis  sketch  is  a  Republican  and  he  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  success  of 
his  party.  His  religious  membership  is  with  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which 
he  renders  a  liberal  support.  Mr.  Pape  is  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities 
and  his  life  here  has  been  such  as  to  win  the  earnest  commendation  and  esteem 
of  the  entire  community.  He  is  a  supporter  of  all  worthy  movements  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  and  at  all  times  is  found  on  the  right  side  of  every 
moral  question. 

Martha  Pape,  a  sister  of  the  subject’s  father,  came  from  Germany  to 
America  in  1869,  seven  years  prior  to  the  emigration  of  her  brother,  of  whom 
she  was  a  twin  sister.  She  was  very  small  in  stature,  but  was  very  active  phy¬ 
sically  and  was  employed  at  various  places  as  a  seamstress,  in  which  work  she 
was  unusually  proficient.  She  was  a  woman  of  gracious  personality,  who  en¬ 
joyed  the  friendship  and  high  regard  of  all  who  knew  her. 


JOHN  SACIvETT  BREWER. 

Of  all  the  men  whose  lives  have  honored  and  blessed  Fayette  county, 
none  is  more  deserving  of  mention  than  the  late  John  Sackett  Brewer,  who 
was  one  of  the  sterling  pioneers  here  and  who  did  his  full  share  of  the  work 
of  developing  the  county  along  all  lines.  He  was  born  in  Lodi,  Seneca 
county,  New  York,  on  March  18,  1818,  and  was  the  son  of  William  S.  and 
Hester  (Jones)  Brewer.  The  father,  a  native  of  Catskill,  New  York,  a 
farmer  and  lumberman,  was  twice  married,  Hester  Jones  being  his  second 
wife;  she  was  born  in  Ulysses,  Tompkins  county,  New  York,  in  1784  and 
died  in  1819,  when  thirty-five  years  of  age,  leaving  a  family  of  four  children, 
one  son  and  three  daughters. 
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The  son,  John  S.,  of  this  review,  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  served  an  ap¬ 
prenticeship  to  the  wagonmaker's  trade  in  Lodi,  Seneca  county,  New  York,  at 
which  trade  he  engaged  at  North  Hector,  New  York.  On  September  18, 
1840,  he  was  married  in  his  native  town  to  Charlotte  A.  Simmons,  who  was 
born  in  Burdett,  Tompkins  county,  New  York,  December  25,  1817,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Catherine  (Meisner)  Simmons.  This  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  nine  children,  three  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely:  William  Wirt, 
born  in  North  Hector,  New  York,  November  27,  1841,  married  Maggie 
McDonald  and  now  resides  in  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  in  North 
Hector,  May  17,  1843,  is  the  widow  of  D.  J.  Page,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa; 
James  Madison,  born  in  New  York,  December  21,  1845,  died  in  Wisconsin, 
December  7,  1847;  Catherine,  born  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  October  2, 
1846,  is  the  wife  of  N.  C.  Spencer,  a  resident  of  Union  township,  this  county; 
Henrietta,  born  September  2,  1848,  is  the  wife  of  William  M.  Kenzie,  of 
Union  township;  John  Henry,  born  September  14,  1849,  died  January  9, 
1876;  Mary  Augusta,  born  in  Iowa,  November  10,  1852,  died  August  27, 
1854.  All  3’ounger  than  James  Madison  and  older  than  Mary  Augusta  were 
born  in  Wisconsin.  Eva,  the  youngest,  born  in  Fayette  county,  January  15, 
1857,  is  the  widow  of  E.  C.  Dorland,  late  of  West  Union,  and  one  child  died 
in  infancy. 

In  1845  Mr.  Brewer  moved  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  located  in 
the  town  of  Porter,  where  he  carried  on  wagonmaking  and  farming  until 
June,  1852,  when  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  Iowa  and  located  in  West 
Union,  where  he  opened  a  wagon  shop  and  was  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  wagons  and  carriages  for  nine  years.  In  September,  1862,  he  proved  his 
patriotism  by  enlisting  in  the  Union  army,  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry, 
and  on  April  7,  1863,  was  transferred  to  Company  F,  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry, 
with  a  recruiting  commission.  He  assisted  in  recruiting  Company  F,  of  the 
latter  vegiment,  of  which  he  was  commissioned  first  lieutenant  on  June  3d 
following.  His  regiment  tvas  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  West  and 
was  engaged  in  operations  against  the  Indians  in  Nebraska,  Wyoming  and 
Colorado,  Mr.  Brewer  taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Julesburg,  Nebraska,  and 
Rosebud,  Wyoming,  besides  numerous  skirmishes.  His  horse  rvas  shot  from 
under  him  at  the  battle  of  Julesburg  and  he  was  wounded  in  the  fall.  After 
the  close  of  the  war,  he  resigned,  November  3,  1865. 

Mr.  Brewer  engaged  in  farming  near  West  Union,  after  his  army  experi¬ 
ence,  and  made  his  home  in  West  Union  almost  continuously  after  coming 
here,  and  he  was  identified  with  many  of  the  city’s  leading  interests.  He  was 
one  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  West  Union,  also  was  stockholder  and 
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director  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank  of  this  place.  He  was  one  of 
the  incorporators  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Sheridan,  Wyoming,  and 
was  for  many  years  prominently  identified  with  the  financial  afifairs  of  Fayette 
county.  He  was  a  fine  type  of  our  sterling,  self-made  American  manhood, 
self-reliant,  progressive,  and  a  man  of  sound  business  judgment,  and  during 
his  residence  here  of  nearly  forty  years  he  played  a  very  important  role  in  all 
circles  here.  His  course  was  uniformly  upright  and  honorable  and  he  was 
highly  esteemed  as  a  citizen.  He  was  always  a  Democrat,  and  he  was  liberal 
in  his  religious  views,  having  more  faith  in  good  deeds  than  in  man-made 
creeds.  He  was  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  having  united  with  the  Masons  on  the  organization  of  that 
lodge. 

The  death  of  this  prominent  citizen  and  highly  esteemed  neighbor  and 
friend  occurred  in  1891,  and  he  was  followed  to  the  grave  in  1902  by  his 
faithful  life  companion. 


ALEXANDER  NELSON  GOODRICH. 

A  venerable  and  highly  honored  citizen  of  Fayette  county  is  Alexander 
Nelson  Goodrich,  a  man  who,  during  a  long  stretch  of  years,  has  so  ordered 
his  life  as  to  win  and  retain  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he 
has  come  in  contact,  and  while  he  has  labored  for  his  own  advancement  he  has 
not  neglected  to  do  what  he  deemed  his  duty  at  all  times  in  fostering  the  up¬ 
building  of  the  community  at  large,  having  lived  to  see  and  take  part  in  the 
great  development  that  has  characterized  Fayette  county,  whose  interests  he 
has  ever  had  at  heart.  He  was  born  at  the  town  of  Brooklyn  in  Susquehanna 
county,  Pennsylvania,  on  August  2,  1829,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Eli  Butler  and 
Cynthia  (Tiffany)  Goodrich,  the  Tiffany  family  being  of  British  origin  and 
distant  relatives  of  the  noted  New  York  jewelers.  The  Goodrich  family  came 
to  America  in  early  colonial  days.  Eli  B.  Goodrich  was  born  in  1802  at  New 
Berlin,  New  York.  He  was  the  son  of  David  Goodrich,  who  was  a  Jew  of 
the  strict  orthodox  type.  He  came  from  Connecticut  to  Chenango  county, 
New  York,  when  Eli  B.  Goodrich  was  a  small  baby.  The  subject’s  mother, 
Lucy  Miller  Tiffany,  was  born  in  Brooklyn,  Pennsylvania,  in  1806,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Lucy  (Miller)  Tiffany.  Alfred  Tiffany  was  born 
at  Attleboro,  Massachusetts,  in  1781.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Thomas 
Tiffany,  who,  with  his  family,  joined  the  “Nine  Partner  Settlement”  of  Hart- 
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ford,  Pennsylvania,  in  the  fall  of  1794,  when  Alfred  Tiffany  was  thirteen 
years  of  ago. 

Alexander  N.  Goodrich,  of  this  review,  grew  to  maturity  on  a  farm  at 
Brooklyn,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  worked  until  reaching  his  majority;  then 
he  worked  at  farming  for  four  additional  years  in  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York.  In  1854  he  came  to  Iowa,  landing  in  West  Union,  October  20th  of 
that  year.  He  drove  to  Buffalo,  a  distance  of  seventy  miles  from  his  old 
home,  with  one  horse  and  a  “sulky,”  then  came  by  water  to  Chicago;  then, 
with  the  same  horse  and  vehicle  with  which  he  started,  he  continued  his  jour¬ 
ney  across  Illinois,  crossed  the  Mississippi  river  at  Savannah  on  a  ferry-boat, 
which  was  propelled  by  a  mule  on  a  tread-mill.  Mr.  Goodrich  drove  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  more  in  Iowa,  stopping  at  Orben,  where  he  spent  the  winter, 
this  being  five  miles  from  West  Union.  He  worked  there  in  a  saw-mill,  and 
in  the  spring  of  1855  he  became  accpiainted  with  John  A.  Griffith,  a  well 
known  contractor  of  the  early  days  here,  with  whom  he  came  to  Fayette,  as¬ 
sisting  in  erecting  what  proved  to  be  the  first  house  in  this  city  after  the  town 
had  been  laid  out.  He  also  drove  the  first  stake  in  the  construction  of  Upper 
Iowa  University,  Mr.  Goodrich  having  learned  something  of  surveying  from 
his  father,  who  had  done  some  surveying  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  he 
staked  off  the  ground  for  the  several  buildings.  He  stayed  in  Fayette  until 
Christmas  day,  1855,  when  he  started  back  to  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  had  lived  for  some  time  prior  to  coming  West,  and  while  there  he 
became  engaged  to  Elizabeth  Ann  Janes.  On  the  last  day  of  December,  1856, 
they  were  married;  soon  afterward  he  brought  his  bride  to  Fayette,  Iowa, 
and  has  remained  ever  since,  having  continued  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  from 
that  time  to  this,  and  he  has  built  more  houses,  business  blocks  and  outbuild¬ 
ings  than  any  other  man  in  the  city.  Even  at  his  advanced  age  he  still  does 
some  work.  His  services  have  always  been  in  great  demand,  owing  to  his 
skill  as  a  workman  and  his  honesty  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  fifty-four  years’  residence  here  he  has  worked  on  nearly  every  house 
in  the  town. 

One  daughter  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Goodrich,  named  Hattie  Evaline, 
born  in  1857;  she  married  Cyrus  Lane  Bentz  in  1882,  and  two  children  were 
born  to  them,  Arthur  Henry,  whose  birth  occurred  September  15,  1883,  and 
Fred  Leonard,  born  May  22,  1885 ;  the  former  lives  at  Hazleton,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter,  who  formerly  traveled  for  one  of  the  large  jewelry  houses,  selling  dia¬ 
monds,  is  now  in  business  for  himself  selling  jewelry  and  diamonds. 
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Arthur  Henry  Bentz  was  married  on  December  22,  1909,  to  Agnes  Myer,  and 
they  reside  in  Fayette. 

Mrs.  Alexander  N.  Goodrich  was  called  to  her  rest  January  12,  1905. 
She  and  her  husband  were  popular  with  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaint¬ 
ances,  having  always  been  known  as  jolly,  congenial,  cheerful  in  social  gather¬ 
ings  and  at  home.  Mrs.  Goodrich  was  known  as  one  of  the  best  attendants 
upon  the  sick  in  Fayette  and  many  deeds  of  kindness  are  attributed  to  her. 

Mr.  Goodrich  has  long  taken  an  interest  in  whatever  tended  to  the  gen¬ 
eral  welfare  of  Fayette, — in  fact,  he  has  done  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  de¬ 
velopment.  Three  terms  he  served  in  the  city  council,  two  terms  on  the  school 
board,  besides  other  minor  offices ;  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  a  politician.  He 
was  thrown  on  his  own  resources  early  in  life,  but  he  manfully  took  up  life's 
duties  and  has  succeeded,  his  wife  being  of  great  assistance  in  all  his  affairs. 
Fie  resolved  when  a  young  man  to  let  whisky  and  tobacco  alone  and  work 
faithfully,  and  he  now  has  a  good,  comfortable  home,  owns  stock  in  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Fayette,  and  owns  an  excellent  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
thirty  acres,  one  mile  south  of  Fayette,  and  although  well  provided  for  in  his 
old  age.  having  laid  by  quite  a  competency,  he  still  does  some  work  to  keep 
him  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

Mr.  Goodrich  has  belonged  to  the  Masonic  lodge,  taking  the  degrees  up  to 
Knight  Templar.  He  joined  the  Odd  Fellows  in  1851,  while  living  in  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  and  he  is  now  noble  grand  of  the  lodge  at  Fayette.  He  is  a  con¬ 
spicuous  and  highly  esteemed  character  throughout  the  county  and  is  a  man 
whom  everybody  likes. 

Cyrus  Lane  Bentz,  who  married  Hattie  Evaline  Goodrich,  was  born  near 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  January  10,  1847,  and  was  a  son  of  Henry  and  Amanda 
Bentz.  These  parents,  in  i860,  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  How¬ 
ard  county,  near  Cresco,  and  there  Cyrus  L.  was  reared  to  manhood  and  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools.  Subsequently  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  Univer¬ 
sity  at  Fayette,  where  he  graduated  in  the  commercial  course.  Upon  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  his  education  he  took  up  the  vocation  of  a  traveling  salesman.  His 
marriage  to  Hattie  Goodrich  occurred  on  September  6,  1882,  and  his  death 
occurred  on  January  23,  1885.  A  man  of  sterling  qualities  of  character,  he 
enjoyed  the  universal  respect  of  the  community  and  his  friends  were  in  number 
as  his  acquaintances.  Fraternally,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  while  his  political  creed  was  that  of  the  Republican  party,  to 
which  he  gave  a  loyal  support.  He  was,  as  his  name  indicates,  of  German 
antecedents  and  in  his  veins  flowed  noble  blood,  his  great-grandfather  having 
married  the  daughter  of  a  German  nobleman,  while  the  paternal  grandfather 
lived  in  a  castle  on  the  Rhine. 
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THOMAS  M.  WHITE. 

The  subject  of  this  review  is  a  well  known  and  honored  citizen  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county  in  whom  the  spirit  of  a  noble  and  earnest  purpose  has  been  the 
controlling  motive  of  his  life.  Enterprising  and  actively  identified  with  the 
best  interests  of  the  community,  he  has  made  his  influence  a  power  for  good 
among  his  fellow  men,  and  he  stands  today  in  the  front  rank  with  those  who 
add  honor  and  dignity  to  the  public  mind.  Thomas  M.  White  is  a  native 
of  Virginia  and  the  scion  of  an  old  and  esteemed  family  of  Loudoun 
county,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  21st  day  of  October,  1839.  Col. 
John  Hamilton  White,  his  father,  who  also  was  born  and  reared  in  the 
county  of  Loudoun,  was  in  early  life  a  merchant  and  quite  an  extensive  ship¬ 
per  of  grain  and  lumber.  In  1854  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  his  native 
state  and  went  to  Ogle  count}-,  Illinois,  where  he  purchased  land,  improved 
a  farm  and  bore  an  active  part  in  the  development  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  settled.  He  was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  the  above  county,  but  after 
a  residence  there  of  five  years  moved  to  Rockford,  in  the  same  state,  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  grain  and  produce  business,  in  connection  with  which  he  also 
dealt  quite  extensively  in  land. 

Colonel  White  married  in  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  Malinda  George, 
who  was  born  near  his  native  place,  and  by  her  had  the  following  children : 
Mary  E.,  of  Stillman  Valley,  Illinois;  James  G.,  deceased;  Annie,  also  a 
resident  of  Stillman  Valley;  Robert  J.  T.,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri;  William  V., 
a  farmer  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa;  John,  of  Stillman,  and  Thomas  M.,  of  this 
review,  who  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth.  The  mother  of  these  children, 
a  well  born,  intelligent  and  most  excellent  woman,  departed  this  life  on 
February  16,  1890. 

Colonel  White  was  a  Democrat  and  a  politician  of  wide  influence  and 
from  time  to  time  was  honored  with  public  positions,  having  served  two 
years  in  the  Illinois  Legislature,  besides  filling  various  minor  offices.  He 
was  a  large  land  owner,  a  successful  business  man  and  before  leaving  Vir¬ 
ginia  was  colonel  of  the  Home  Militia  of  that  state.  He  died  in  Ogle  county, 
Illinois,  on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1881. 

Thomas  M.  White  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  Lou¬ 
doun  county,  Virginia,  and  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  having  been  a  youth  of 
fifteen  when  his  family  moved  to  the  latter  state.  He  also  pursued  his  studies 
for  some  time  at  Rockford  and  later  attended  an  educational  institution 
of  a  higher  grade  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  at 
the  town  of  Mt.  Morris,  Illinois.  In  1865  he  went  to  Buchanan  county,  Iowa, 
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and  rented  a  farm  near  Independence,  but  after  a  year  purchased  a  farm  in 
Scott  township,  Fayette  county,  which  he  cultivated  for  a  period  of  two 
years.  Disposing  of  his  land  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  he  returned  to 
Illinois  and  settled  at  Stillman  Valley,  where  he  remained  until  1869,  when 
he  went  to  Mexico,  Missouri,  near  which  place  he  purchased  land  and  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture.  After  living  in  the  latter  place  until  1894,  he 
sold  out  and  returning  to  Fayette  which  he  greatly  improved  and  on  which 
he  continued  to  reside  until  1900,  when  he  moved  to  Maynard,  where  four 
years  previously  he  had  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business.  Since  the  year 
1900  he  has  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  the  raising  of  fruits  and 
vegetables  on  his  small  but  beautiful  little  farm  adjoining  Maynard,  his 
comfortable  and  attractive  home  being  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

Mr.  White  served  two  years  as  mayor  of  Maynard  and  for  six  years 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  stands 
high  in  the  councils  of  his  party  in  both  local  and  general  affairs  and  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  leading  public  questions  of  the  day.  A  close  ob¬ 
server  of  current  events  and  a  reader  and  thinker,  he  is  widely  informed  on 
many  subjects  and  his  sound,  practical  intelligence  and  varied  culture  make 
him  in  no  small  degree  a  moulder  of  opinion  among  those  with  whom  he 
is  brought  into  contact. 

On  October  17,  1862,  Mr.  White  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
A.  Hurd,  of  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  daughter  of  Dr.  Arnold  E.  Hurd,  of  Her¬ 
kimer  county,  New  York,  a  union  blessed  with  five  offspring,  the  oldest  be¬ 
ing  Walter  H.,  who  was  born  September  28,  1863,  and  is  by  profession  a 
civil  engineer;  he  married  Hattie  Edsell  and  is  the  father  of  three  children, 
Florence  C.,  Persis  and  Edsell,  and  Mildred  E.  Mary  Eva,  the  second  of 
the  subject’s  family,  was  born  October  21,  1867.  She  attended  the  public 
schools  for  her  elementary  education,  later  took  a  full  course  in  the  normal 
school  at  Kirksville,  Missouri,  and  for  some  time  was  principal  of  the  high 
school  of  Mason  City,  Iowa.  She  is  now  a  student  of  the  University  of 
California,  at  Berkeley,  from  which  institution  she  will  soon  be  graduated. 
Hiram  Eugene  was  born  April  14,  1870,  is  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
awnings,  mittens,  gloves  and  various  articles  at  Laughlin,  Oklahoma,  being 
one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  that  place.  He  married  Mabel  Snit- 
tinger  and  has  two  children,  Thomas  and  Marion  Burton.  Lewis  M.,  born 
January  31,  1874,  is  a  druggist  in  Oklahoma  and  unmarried.  Anna  Persis, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  the  12th  of  January,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Chester 
Master,  a  druggist  of  Maynard,  this  county,  Julia  R.,  the  youngest  of  the 
children,  was  born  on  September  8,  1880,  and  died  November  26,  1883. 
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The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  White  be¬ 
longs  to  Blue  Lodge  No.  510,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  May¬ 
nard,  which  he  has  served  two  terms  as  worshipful  master,  besides  holding 
various  other  offices  from  time  to  time.  He  holds  membership  with  the  chap¬ 
ter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Fayette,  and  with  Eastern  Star  Lodge  No.  103. 

Dr.  Arnold  E.  Hurd,  father  of  Mrs.  White,  was  born  January  5, 
1809.  in  Herkimer  county,  New  York.  He  received  his  medical  education  in 
Albany,  that  state,  and  on  the  completion  of  his  course,  in  1836,  went  to  Illi¬ 
nois  where  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1844  he  located  at 
Stillman  Valley,  the  scene  of  a  noted  battle  between  the  United  States  troops 
and  the  hostile  Indians  under  Chief  Black  Hawk,  and  subsequently  served  as 
superintendent  of  the  Ogle  county  public  schools.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  grand  jury  of  that  county  in  1839  and  took  an  active  interest  in  public 
affairs,  having  long  been  one  of  the  leading  men  of  that  part  of  the  state. 

Doctor  Hurd’s  first  tvife  was  Persis  P.  Brown,  whom  he  married  in  the 
year  1840  and  who  died  August  29,  1862.  She  bore  him  one  daughter, 
Sarah  A.,  who,  as  already  indicated,  became  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Margaret  V.  Vandyke,  whom  the  Doctor  married  on  June  30,  1862, 
departed  this  life  December  7,  1907,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three 
years,  this  union  being  without  issue.  In  addition  to  Mrs.  White,  Doctor 
Hurd  was  also  the  father  of  six  sons,  namely :  Prof.  Henry  E.  Hurd,  for 
many  years  connected  with  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  a  teacher  of 
high  attainments  and  state  reputation  who  died  October  2,  1902;  Horace  G., 
the  second,  is  a  merchant  at  Stillman  Valley,  Illinois,  as  is  also  William  S., 
both  being  well  known  and  successful  business  men ;  Hiram  H.  Hurd  is  a 
farmer  and  merchant;  D.  B.  Hurd  lives  in  South  Dakota,  and  Arnold  E.,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  is  engaged  in  agriculture  and  stockraising  in  Harlan 
township,  Fayette  county. 

Doctor  Hurd  fvas  one  of  the  original  abolitionists  of  Illinois  and  took 
an  active  and  influential  part  in  the  anti-slavery  movement  which  caused 
so  much  excitement  in  that  state.  He  was  a  man  of  strong  personality,  brave 
and  fearless  in  expressing  his  opinions,  and  left  the  impress  of  his  individuality 
upon  the  section  of  country  in  which  he  lived.  When  the  Republican  party 
was  organized  he  became  one  of  its  earnest,  unyielding  supporters,  and  so 
continued  until  the  day  of  his  death.  He  also  manifested  an  abiding  interest 
in  religious  work  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  a  member  of  the  American 
Bible  and  Missionary  Societies.  He  served  a  long  term  of  years  as  justice  of 
the  peace  and  is  remembered  as  one  of  the  leading  men  of  his  day  in  the 
community  where  he  resided. 
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JAMES  HARVEY  BOLEYN. 

One  of  Fayette  county’s  native  sons  who  has  preferred  to  spend  his  life  in 
his  native  community  rather  than  seek  uncertain  fortune  in  other  fields,  there¬ 
by  greatly  benefiting  himself  and  those  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact, 
is  James  Harvey  Boleyn,  of  Wadena.  He  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  this 
county,  April  25,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  B.  and  Sarah  (Brown) 
Boleyn,  the  former  born  on  July  15,  1827,  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter 
on  June  28,  1832,  in  Pennsylvania.  They  were  married  in  the  last  named 
state  on  May  15,  1853,  and  they  came  from  there  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in 
1855.  locating  on  a  farm  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
mother  passing  away  on  July  19,  1892,  and  the  father  following  her  to  the 
silent  land  on  September  18,  1903.  Samuel  B.  Boleyn  had  been  previously 
married  to  Margaret  Ann  Rice,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  died  May  14,  1852, 
leaving  one  son,  Joseph  M.,  who  died  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  leaving  a  fam¬ 
ily.  He  was  born  before  the  Boleyns  left  the  old  Keystone  state.  By  his 
union  with  Sarah  Brown,  Samuel  B.  Boleyn  had  a  family  of  one  son  and 
four  daughters,  all  living;  they  are,  Sarah  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Hummed, 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  4,  1854;  James  Harvey,  of  this  review,  who  was 
second  in  order  of  birth ;  Mary  Ellen,  now  Mrs.  Charles  Lockard,  was  born 
in  Illyria  township,  June  6,  i860;  Margaret,  who  is  the  wife  of  Jesse  Poor, 
was  born  April  3,  1865;  Amanda,  wife  of  William  Frame,  born  January  28, 
1878.  All  these  children  make  their  home  in  Illyria  township,  this  county. 

Samuel  B.  Boleyn  was  a  quiet,  unassuming  man,  devoted  to  his  domestic 
life  and  cared  but  little  for  public  affairs  except  that  they  be  administered 
honestly  and  thoroughly.  No  one  doubted  his  honesty  and  integrity.  His 
father,  Eli  Boleyn,  served  in  the  war  of  1812,  in  which  service  he  lost  all  his 
toes  by  freezing.  He  organized  and  drilled  a  company  at  Elgin,  Iowa,  for 
the  Civil  war  and  shed  tears  when  denied  a  commission  by  the  governor,  by 
reason  of  his  advanced  years.  He  died  in  Fayette  county  in  1869.  He  was 
a  sterling  character  whom  everybody  respected. 

James  H.  Boleyn  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Illyria 
township,  and  was  reared  to  farm  life  and  followed  the  plow  until  1902,  when 
he  rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  a  new  house  he  had  just  finished  in  the  town 
of  Wadena.  He  bought  a  steam  feed  and  saw-mill  which  he  still  owns  and 
operates.  He  owns  a  farm  of  ninety-five  acres  near  Waudena,  and  thirty-six 
acres  of  the  old  parental  farm  in  this  township.  They  are  both  well  improved 
and  yield  rich  harvests.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  his  business  under¬ 
takings  and  is  rated  as  well-to-do  and  is  an  excellent  citizen  in  every  sense 
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of  the  word.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat  and,  while  he  has  never  taken 
any  leading  part  in  political  affairs,  yet  he  has  served  on  the  school  board  and 
for  four  years  as  constable,  each  in  a  very  commendable  manner. 

Mr.  Boleyn  was  married  on  December  21,  1886,  to  Eliza  Jane  Smith, 
daughter  of  David  and  Anna  Smith,  of  Dubuque  county,  Iowa.  The  mother 
died  when  Mrs.  Boleyn  was  two  years  old.  The  father,  who  is  living  in 
Wisconsin,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war.  Eliza  Jane  was  reared  in  the  home 
of  her  uncle  (by  marriage),  Thomas  Brown,  a  brother  of  the  subject’s  mother, 
and  these  were  the  only  “parents’’  she  ever  knew.  After  the  death  of  his  wife, 
Thomas  Brown  became  a  member  of  the  subject’s  family  and  so  continued  for 
five  years  and  died  here.  Mrs.  James  H.  Boleyn  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
church.  Both  she  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Yeomen,  an  insurance 
organization,  their  daughter  being  a  social  member  of  the  same. 

One  child,  Bertha  Golden,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Boleyn  on  August 
20,  1890;  she  was  a  talented  and  highly  esteemed  young  lady,  a  graduate  of 
the  Wadena  high  school,  a  musician  of  some  note  for  one  of  her  years,  a  zeal¬ 
ous  worker  in  the  church  and  Sunday  school  and  a  universal  favorite  with  all 
who  knew  her.  She  was  called  to  her  rest  on  February  16,  1909,  which  was 
one  of  the  saddest  events  in  the  recent  history  of  Wadena,  where  she  will  long 
be  deeply  mourned  and  greatly  missed. 


J.  FRANK  FOLLENSBEE. 

There  is  no  discounting  the  substantiality  of  such  men  as  Frank  Follens- 
bee,  whose  name  furnishes  the  subject  matter  for  this  brief  article.  He  is  a 
native  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  his  natal  year  being  that 
of  1863,  and  the  date  of  his  birth  July  22d.  He  is  of  Scotch  descent,  from 
whence  his  mother,  Isabella  (Meikle)  Follensbee,  came,  having  been  born  in 
Edinburgh,  Scotland.  His  father,  Dexter  Follensbee,  was  a  New  Englander, 
and  both  are  referred  to  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work.  Frank’s  education, 
so  far  as  book  learning  goes,  was  obtained  by  the  course  of  instruction  offered 
by  the  district  township  school.  He  was  permitted  to  remain  at  the  old  home¬ 
stead  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  old.  At  this  time  he  rented  his  father's 
farm  of  eighty-seven  acres  for  a  term  of  four  years,  when  he  became  the 
owner  through  the  execution  of  his  father’s  will.  This  land  lies  in  sections 
18  and  19  and  Mr.  Follensbee  still  retains  it  as  his  place  of  residence.  By 
judicious  economy  he  has  added  eighty  acres  which  he  deeded  to  his  only  son 
when  he  became  of  age. 
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In  the  spring  of  1905  the  subject  and  family  moved  to  West  Union  and 
rented  out  his  farm  for  one  year.  He  then  decided  to  try  the  plains  of  South 
Dakota  and  pitched  his  tent  on  the  desert  lands  of  Butte  county.  He  and  his 
wife  each  homesteaded  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Tiring  of  the  vicissi¬ 
tudes  that  a  life  of  this  nature  entails,  he  returned  with  his  family  in  1908, 
locating  again  on  the  home  farm.  In  1910  he  sold  their  Dakota  property. 

Mr.  Follensbee  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  with  Emily  M. 
Jones  on  May  6,  1888.  She  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  May  10,  1867,  and 
the  names  of  her  parents  were  William  and  Ann  (Sanders)  Jones,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Wales.  To  the  subject  and  wife  were  born  two  children,  one  dying 
in  infancy,  the  other,  William  Dexter  Follensbee,  born  January  29,  1889,  lives 
with  his  parents,  and  is  a  valuable  helper  about' the  duties  connected  with  the 
farm. 

Mr.  Follensbee  has  taken  hold  of  an  industry  that  will  no  doubt  net  him 
a  profitable  income,  that  of,  raising  bees.  He  proposes  to  carry  this  work  on 
extensively  and  to  transform  his  place  into  a  veritable  apiary,  as  it  were,  in¬ 
stalling  all  the  necessary  equipments  for  conducting  such  a  business.  '  He  has 
for  a  partner  W.  W.  Burns,  of  Illyria  township,  a  gentleman  of  considerable 
experience  as  an  apiarist.  Politically,  the  subject  is  a  Republican.  He  never 
served  his  party  other  than  voting  the  dictates  of  the  honest  conception  of 
the  thoughtful  American  citizen.  Mrs.  Follensbee  is  a  member  of  the  Meth¬ 
odist  church  of  Lima,  Iowa. 


GEORGE  W.  WALTERS. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  George  W.  Walters,  retired  farmer,  has  long  been 
regarded  as  one  of  Fayette  county’s  representative  citizens,  and  so  high  is  the 
confidence  in  which  he  is  held  that  it  is  imperative  that  he  be  accorded  recog¬ 
nition  in  a  publication  of  the  province  assigned  to  the  one  at  hand,  he  being  one 
of  the  influential  citizens  in  the  vicinity  of  Arlington. 

Mr.  Walters  was  born  in  Harrison  county,  Ohio,  October  7,  1850.  He 
is  the  son  of  Martin  and  Susan  (Hess)  Walters,  both  natives  of  Harrison 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  married.  A  fuller  rec¬ 
ord  of  the  Walters  family  will  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Rev.  John  Walters, 
appearing  on  another  page  of  this  work.  Martin  Walters  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  August  15,  1862,  and  was  discharged 
from  the  service  August  15,  1865,  at  Houston,  Texas.  He  was  in  the  siege 
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of  Vicksburg,  battle  of  Fort  Donelson,  also  Fort  Blakely  and  other  engage¬ 
ments,  and  crossed  the  gulf  of  Mexico  twice.  He  was  a  brave  soldier. 

George  Walters  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wadena.  He  was 
reared  on  his  father's  farm  and  has  always  been  a  hard  worker,  his  efforts 
having  been  crowned  with  a  reasonable  degree  of  success.  He  was  married 
on  February  19,  1873,  to  Florence  Hageman,  daughter  of  John  N.  and  Abigail 
(Solomon)  Hageman,  both  natives  of  New  York  state,  and  they  married 
before  they  came  to  Iowa,  in  1854.  They  lived  in  this  county  the  rest  of 
their  natural  lives,  the  father  dying  March  16,  1886,  and  the  mother  March 
18,  1902.  The  Hagemans  were  Germans  and  the  Solomons  were  New 
Englanders  from  very  early  days.  Mr.  Hageman  was  a  mechanic  and  was 
postmaster  at  Wadena  for  a  number  of  years.  He  served  three  years  as  a 
member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  during  the 
Civil  war,  having  been  in  the  same  company  with  Martin  Walters.  Of  the 
Hageman  family,  Florence  Walters  and  Eugene  Hageman  live  at  Wadena, 
Fayette  county;  David  H.  Hageman  was  last  heard  from  in  Oklahoma;  Pa¬ 
tience,  a  lovely  girl,  died  in  young  womanhood ;  she  and  her  younger  sister, 
Mrs.  May  Hinkle,  were  teachers.  Mrs.  Hinkle  is  a  widow  with  six  children 
and  lives  in  Wadena. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walters :  Alma 
is  the  wife  of  Orrin  Fallen,  a  farmer  in  Clayton  county ;  Oren  married  Ger¬ 
trude  Cummings,  and  they  live  on  a  farm  in  Sperry  township,  Clayton  county  ; 
Elmer  E.  is  living  at  home ;  Lewis  Earl  married  Maggie  Ward  and  they 
live  on  their  farm  in  Clayton  county;  Orpha,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools, 
is  living  at  home;  Elsie  is  a  dressmaker  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa;  Ellen  is 
now  in  Montana  on  a  claim. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Walters  lived  on  rented  farms 
in  Illyria  township.  In  January,  1881,  he  bought  fifty  acres  in  Sperry  town¬ 
ship,  Clayton  county,  and  that  was  his  home  for  twenty-five  years.  He  added 
eighty-five  acres  to  this  farm  and  he  now  has  one  hundred  and  thirty-five 
acres,  which  is  well  improved  and  fertile  land.  He  bought  another  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  1901,  about  one  mile  from  his  home  farm, 
which  was  well  improved.  General  farming  and  stock  raising  have  been  his 
chief  life  work,  and  he  has  been  very  successful  at  both,  being  a  careful  ob¬ 
server,  a  persistent  worker  and  a  man  whose  relations  with  his  fellow  men 
have  always  been  straightforward.  Mr.  Walters  has  not  been  in  robust  health 
for  the  past  thirteen  years.  In  July,  1909,  he  left  the  farm  and  bought  a 
substantial,  attractive  and  pleasant  home  in  Arlington  where  the  family  now 
lives.  Two  of  Mr.  Walters’  sons  live  upon  and  work  the  parental  farms. 
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Mr.  Walters  inherited  one  thousand  dollars  from  his  father’s  and  mother’s 
estate,  otherwise  his  possessions  are  entirely  the  result  of  his  own  and  his 
wife’s  industry  and  economy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Walters  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  public  affairs. 


EDWARD  HENRY  LOCKWOOD. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  successful  farmers  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  whose  life  has  been  characterized  by  strict 
integrity  and  unsullied  honor.  He  is  a  shrewd  and  practical  man  of  affairs 
and  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  he  has  won  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  Mr.  Lockwood  was  born  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on 
September  25,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Lewis  and  Hannah  (Seamans)  Lock- 
wood.  The  father  and  mother  came  from  Steuben  county,  New  York,  in 
1852  and  located  in  Oran  township,  where  they  took  up  two  hundred  acres  of 
farm  land.  Here  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood  and  re¬ 
ceived  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  locality,  subsequently,  in 
1874-5,  attending  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  then  engaged  in  teaching 
school.  He  taught  school  fourteen  terms  in  Bremer  and  Fayette  counties, 
beginning  his  work  while  the  editor  of  this  history  was  serving  as  county 
superintendent.  Seeking  a  wider  opportunity  for  advancement,  Mr.  Lock- 
wood  ceased  teaching  and  took  to  farming  and  dealing  in  livestock,  in  which 
he  met  with  gratifying  success  from  the  start.  He  conducted  farming  opera¬ 
tions  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  and  also  across  the  line  in  Bremer 
county,  owning  land  in  both  counties.  He  has  been  adding  to  his  original 
possessions  from  time  to  time  as  he  was  able,  until  at  present  he  is  the  owner 
of  between  eight  hundred  and  nine  hundred  acres  of  as  good  farming  land 
as  can  be  found  in  this  section  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lockwood  gave  his  personal 
attention  to  every  detail  of  his  business,  which,  under  his  careful  management 
and  energetic  attention,  was  prospered.  He  made  many  permanent  and  sub¬ 
stantial  improvements  on  the  property,  which  is  considered  one  of  the  choice 
farming  properties  in  the  locality.  In  the  fall  of  1899  Mr.  Lockwood  moved 
to  Fayette,  having  a  nice  farm  located  in  the  west  edge  of  the  city.  He  still 
gives  his  attention  to  his  other  farms,  having  men  to  operate  them  for  him. 
He  is  a  great  fancier  of  cattle,  of  which  he  is  an  excellent  judge.  He  has 
made  all  he  has  by  his  own  efforts.  His  first  start  was  in  buying  fifty-three 
acres  of  land,  from  which  he  soon  realized  a  profit.  He  has  frequently  gone 
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into  debt  thousands  of  dollars  in  making  land  deals,  but  his  sound  judgment 
in  every  case  has  been  vindicated  by  results.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  a  com¬ 
fortable  and  attractive  residence  located  on  high  land  on  the  west  edge  of 
Fayette,  overlooking  the  beautiful  Volga  valley,  where  the  spirit  of  hospitality 
is  ever  in  evidence. 

In  1878  Mr.  Lockwood  was  married  to  Mary  Jane  Green,  the  daughter 
of  William  and  Sarah  (Hand)  Green.  She  was  born  in  Iowa  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  and  came  to  Bremer  count}'-  in  1864  with  her  parents.  The  latter 
originally  came  to  America  from  Worcestershire,  England,  in  1846,  locating 
in  Wisconsin,  where  they  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers,  as  they  were 
also  in  Bremer  county,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lockwood  have  been  born 
nine  children,  namely:  Estella  V.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Shelton,  of  Oran  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  and  they  have  one  son,  Lyle  B. ;  Lila  E.,  who  remains  at 
home  with  her  parents,  has  been  engaged  in  teaching  school  for  two  years ; 
Norma  M.,  Wife  of  Edgar  Miller,  of  Banks  township;  Edna  H.,  a  teacher; 
Ray  W.  is  at  home  and  is  assisting  his  father ;  Pearl  is  a  student  in  the  high 
school  at  Fayette;  Zenita,  Lelah  and  Earl  S.  are  attending  school. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Lockwood  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  workings  of  this  beneficent  order.  Re¬ 
ligiously,  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which 
they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support. 


HON.  TYSON  RUSSELL  STAM. 

The  history  of  a  county  or  state,  as  well  as  that  of  a  nation,  is  chiefly 
a  chronicle  of  the  lives  and  deeds  of  those  who  have  conferred  honor  and 
dignity  upon  society.  The  world  judges  the  character  of  a  community  by 
those  of  its  representative  citizens  and  yields  its  tribute  of  admiration  and 
respect  to  those  whose  works  and  actions  constitute  the  record  of  a  state’s 
prosperity  and  pride.  Among  the  prominent  citizens  of  Fayette  county 
who  are  well  known  because  of  their  success  in  private  business  affairs  and 
the  part  they  have  taken  in  public  life,  is  he  whose  name  appears  at  the  head 
of  this  article,  and  a  man  eminently  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held  by  all  classes. 

Hon.  Tyson  Russell  Stam,  well  known  retired  merchant  of  West  Union, 
was  born  in  Snyder  county,  Pennsylvania,  July  27,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  John  and  Nancy  (Zeigler)  Stam,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Penn- 
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sylvania  and  of  German  ancestry.  Doctor  Stam  was  for  many  years  an 
eminent  physician  in  his  native  state,  the  latter  years  of  his  life  being  spent 
at  Millheim,  his  death  occurring  in  February,  1909.  His  wife  died  in  May, 

1873- 

Tyson  R.  Stam  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  good  academic  education, 
having  been  a  student  of  the  Freeburg  Seminary  at  Freeburg,  Pennsylvania, 
Early  in  life  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  mercantile  field  and  has  occu¬ 
pied  the  same  during  his  manhood  years,  having  begun  as  a  clerk  in  a  dry- 
goods  store,  continuing  as  such  for  several  years.  On  October  30,  1880, 
he  was  married  to  Rose  E.  Musser,  who  was  born  and  educated  in  Millheim, 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  her  marriage  took  place.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
D.  A.  and  Lyda  (Schreffler)  Musser,  her  father  having  been  an  extensive 
mill  owner  and  manufacturer,  also  a  dealer  in  lumber.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stam  two  daughters  have  been  born,  Lyda  R.,  born  in  Millheim,  October 
31,  1881,  and  Laura  Z.,  born  in  West  Union,  June  13,  1886. 

In  1883  Mr.  Stam  and  family  moved  to  West  Union,  where  he  soon 
embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  carried  on  for  a  period  of 
twenty-six  years  consecutively,  making  a  marked  success  of  the  same,  con¬ 
ducting  one  of  the  leading  stores  of  the  county,  consisting  of  dry  goods, 
clothing,  shoes  and  furnishings,  his  trade  finally  assuming  very  large  pro¬ 
portions  as  a  result  of  his  tireless  energy,  his  able  management  and  wise  dis¬ 
cernment,  and  his  honesty  in  dealing  with  his  army  of  customers.  Since 
retiring,  ten  years  ago,  he  has  re-engaged  in  the  business  once  or  twice,  tem¬ 
porarily.  He  has  extensive  property  interests  in  West  Union  and  devotes 
his  time  very  largely  to  looking  after  the  same.  He  has  built  a  number  of 
blocks  here  and  is  thoroughly  identified  with  the  development  and  business 
interests  of  West  Union.  He  is  a  nephew  of  S.  B.  Ziegler,  now  deceased, 
former  president  of  the  First  National  Bank  here,  and  also  closely  related 
to  a  number  of  the  important  business  concerns  in  West  Union. 

Mr.  Stam  has  been  chairman  of  the  Democratic  congressional  com¬ 
mittee  for  ten  years  and  a  member  of  the  Democratic  state  central  com¬ 
mittee.  As  illustrating  his  standing  in  West  Union,  it  may  be  mentioned  that 
the  town  ordinarily  gives  a  Republican  majority  of  from  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  to  two  hundred  and  fifty,  but  Mr.  Stam  was  elected  on  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  ticket  as  mayor  for  two  years,  first  in  1887,  his  success  being  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  his  personal  popularity,  and  he  carried  the  town  when  a  candidate 
for  representative  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  During  the  Cleveland  admin¬ 
istration  he  had  a  very  strong  endorsement  of  the  Democrats  of  Iowa  for 
national  bank  examiner,  and  he  stands  well  with  the  general  public.  He  is 
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a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  belonging  to  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  An¬ 
cient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Clermont  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Langridge  Commandery,  No.  47,  Knights  Templar. 

Mr.  Stam  is  an  enterprising  and  successful  business  man,  active  and 
influential  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  and  an  earnest  worker  for  its  suc¬ 
cess.  He  possesses  superior  ability,  and  has  a  host  of  warm  personal  friends, 
won  by  his  consistent  and  manly  course  in  business  and  politics,  and  is  re¬ 
garded  by  all  classes  as  one  of  the  county's  substantial  and  representative 
citizens. 


FREDERICK  M.  WHITELEY. 

If  one  desires  to  gain  a  vivid  realization  of  the  rapid  advance  in  the  civil¬ 
ization  which  the  last  few  decades  have  brought,  he  can  listen  to  the  stories 
that  men  who  are  still  living  among  ns  can  tell  of  their  early  experiences 
when  the  countiy  was  new  and  social  conditions  in  this  part  of  the  state  were 
in  their  formative  period.  Fayette  county  is  still  the  abiding  place  of  a  number 
of  old  settlers,  who,  having  spent  the  vigor  and  strength  of  their  manhood  in 
carving  from  the  wilderness  homes  for  themselves  and  their  posterity,  are  now 
in  the  evening  of  life,  when  the  shadows  are  growing  dim  and  the  past  grad¬ 
ually  receding  from  view,  spending  their  declining  years  in  rest  and  quiet,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  neighbors  and  friends  who  honor  and  revere  them  for  the  good 
work  they  did  in  laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundation  upon  which  the  com¬ 
munity's  prosperity  has  been  budded.  Conspicuous  among  these  silver-haired 
veterans  of  a  period  long  past  is  the  venerable  and  highly  respected  citizen, 
now  living  a  life  of  honorable  retirement,  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  career  the 
following  lines  are  devoted. 

Frederick  M.  Whiteley  was  born  in  Dearborn  county,  Indiana,  in  Decem¬ 
ber.  1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Lehman  and  Sarah  (Riggs)  Whiteley.  Lehman 
Whiteley  was  a  successful  farmer  and  also  conducted  an  extensive  business  in 
shipping  hay  and  other  farm  products  down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers 
to  New  Orleans.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  ten  years  of  age 
the  family  moved  to  Quincy,  Illinois,  making  the  trip  by  boat  down  the  Ohio 
river  and  up  the  Mississippi.  The  father  had  a  brother  living  at  Fayette, 
Iowa,  whom  he  intended  to  join,  and  the  family  remained  at  Quincy  three 
months  until  the  brother  came  after  them  'with  horse  and  wagon.  On  their 
arrival  in  Iowa,  the  subject’s  father  rented  a  farm  near  Fayette,  where  he 
lived  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  buying  a  quarter  section  of  land  near 
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Cornhill  postoffice.  When  the  subject  was  about  nineteen  years  of  age  he 
and  his  father  were  engaged  during  the  winter  months  in  splitting  rails  several 
miles  from  home.  In  the  woods  their  only  protection  was  a  palisade  of  boards 
to  break  the  force  of  the  wind  and  keep  the  snow  from  drifting  on  them,  and 
here  they  slept  at  night  on  the  ground,  without  roof  or  other  protection.  Here 
they  remained  until  they  had  split  four  thousand  rails. 

In  1861  Frederick  Whiteley  manifested  his  patriotic  spirit  by  enlisting  as 
a  private  in  Company  F,  Third  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  the  first 
company  of  soldiers  to  go  to  the  front  from  Fayette  county.  The  command 
was  sent  to  Missouri  and  while  in  that  state  the  train  on  which  they  were  riding 
at  one  time  was  attacked  by  a  Confederate  force.  Bullets  came  rattling 
through  the  cars  and  the  soldiers  jumped  off  on  the  opposite  side  from  which 
the  bullets  came  and  in  the  act  of  jumping  Mr.  Whiteley  fell  and  injured  his 
hip.  Jumping  to  his  feet,  he  recovered  his  gun  and  formed  in  line  with  the 
remainder  of  the  command.  The  injury  received  here,  while  painful,  was  not 
thought  to  have  any  permanent  effect,  but  he  has  never  recovered  from  its 
effects,  his  sufferings  growing  worse  with  increasing  years.  After  Mr. 
Whiteley  had  seen  a  year  of  hard  service,  an  offer  was  made  by  authority  of 
President  Lincoln  that  soldiers  who  had  served  a  year  could,  if  they  so  de¬ 
sired,  be  taken  into  the  navy  and  assigned  to  river  gunboats,  their  term  of 
enlistment  being  at  the  same  time  shortened  one  year.  Mr.  Whiteley  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  offer  and  sent  in  his  name.  The  following  morning  his 
lieutenant,  LeRoy  Templeton,  came  to  him,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  saying  he 
had  just  heard  that  the  subject  Was  about  to  be  transferred  to  the  navy.  “But,” 
said  Lieutenant  Templeton,  “I  can  save  you.”  To  his  amazement,  the  sub¬ 
ject  made  a  very  vigorous  protest  against  being  “saved,”  so  the  lieutenant 
signed  his  pass  and  he  went  to  the  navy,  being  assigned  to  the  gunboat  “Louis¬ 
ville”  as  a  seaman.  While  in  Arkansas,  proceeding  up  the  river  to  the  battle  of 
Arkansas  Post,  a  bomb-shell  exploded  near  him,  instantly  killing  an  officer 
who  almost  touched  him.  Mr.  Whiteley  was  put  in  charge  of  a  thirteen-inch 
mortar  as  loader,  and  during  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  his  gun  was  effective  in 
inflicting  an  enormous  amount  of  damage  on  the  Confederate  works.  When, 
in  1863,  he  was  discharged  because  of  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlist¬ 
ment,  he  was  highly  complimented  by  the  navy  officers  for  the  splendid  man¬ 
ner  in  which  he  performed  his  duties  as  a  seaman.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  use  of  whisky  under  any  circumstances  and  at  one  time  while  on  the  gun¬ 
boat  was  threatened  with  arrest  for  refusing  to  take  whisky  for  malaria. 
Afterwards  he  took  it,  but  usually  threw  it  away  after  pretending  to  drink  it. 

After  his  return  from  army  service  Mr.  Whiteley  went  to  work  on  land 
in  Fayette  county  which  he  had  purchased  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


863 


this  property  he  developed  into  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  community. 
He  was  an  active  and  progressive  farmer  and  devoted  himself  assiduously  to 
his  farm  until  October,  1907,  when  he  ceased  active  labor  and  has  since  lived 
practically  retired,  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  had  so  richly  earned.  In  his 
early  days  on  the  farm  he  was  compelled  to  undergo  many  trials  and  mis¬ 
fortunes,  but  he  was  accustomed  to  hard  work  and  had  the  pluck  to  persevere 
and  the  practical  common  sense  which  enabled  him  to  make  the  best  of  con¬ 
ditions.  For  two  successive  years  his  wheat  crops  were  destroyed  by  chintz 
bugs.  He  then  changed  from  wheat  raising  to  livestock.  In  this  he  was 
prospered  and  as  prices  continued  to  advance  he  realized  handsome  profits. 
He  bought  more  land  from  time  to  time  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres.  On  the  place  is  a  large,  convenient  and  attractive 
ten-room  residence,  which  cost  four  thousand  dollars  at  a  time  when  building 
material  was  cheap.  He  has  also  erected  several  fine  barns,  including  a  gen¬ 
eral  purpose  barn,  a  horse  barn  and  one  which  was  built  specially  for  a  fine 
stallion  in  which  he  has  an  interest,  the  animal  being  a  thoroughbred  and 
valued  at  seventeen  hundred  dollars.  When,  in  1907,  Mr.  Whiteley  left  the 
farm  and  moved  to  Fayette,  he  had  about  seventy-five  head  of  cattle,  twenty- 
five  horses  (some  of  which  sold  at  four  hundred  dollars  a  span),  and  a  pair 
of  three-year-old  horses  that  brought  five  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars. 

On  November  29.  1863,  Mr.  Whiteley  married  Matilda  Earl,  of  Albany, 
Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Richard  and  Catherine  Earl.  The  family  came  to  Iowa 
from  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1855,  and  the  father  bought  a  saw-mill  at  Albany, 
afterwards  building  a  grist-mill  at  the  same  place.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White- 
ley  ten  children  were  born,  of  whom  three  died  in  childhood.  Those  who 
attained  mature  years  are  briefly  mentioned  as  follows :  Charles,  who  lives  on 
and  operates  his  own  farm  three  miles  east  of  Fayette,  married  Louisa  Crim, 
and  they  have  three  children,  Harold,  Mildred  and  Grace ;  Lucy  married 
Thomas  Homewood  and  lives  on  a  farm  near  Clermont  ;  Mary  became  the  wife 
of  J.  A.  Kramer,  dealer  in  general  merchandise  at  Elkader,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Harriet  and  Dayton ;  Frederick  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  thirty-three  acres  near  his  father’s  farm;  James,  who  lives  on 
the  home  farm,  married  Jennie  Landers  and  they  have  a  baby  girl,  Zadie ; 
Adell  became  the  wife  of  Marion  Dennis,  of  Fayette,  and  they  have  twin 
babies,  Freddie  and  Marian;  Richard,  who  lives  on  the  subject’s  home  farm 
three  miles  east  of  Fayette,  married  Anna  Wilson. 

In  politics  Mr.  Whiteley  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  though  in  local  elections 
he  assumes  an  independent  attitude,  voting  for  the  best  man  for  the  office. 
He  attends  the  Methodist  church.  He  is  a  man  whom  to  know  is  to  admire 
and  he  has  many  warm  friends  throughout  the  community. 
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WILLIAM  GREMMELS. 

The  record  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  that  of  a  man  of  foreign  birth 
who,  coming  to  the  United  States  in  early  life,  has  worked  his  way  from  a 
modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  eminent  respectability  as  a  citizen  and  to 
a  prominent  place  among  the  leading  fanners  and  stock  raisers  of  the  county 
of  'which  he  has  long  been  an  honored  resident.  William  Gremmels  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  born  at  Ahstedt  in  the  kingdom  of  Hanover,  on  the  5th 
day  of  June,  1851.  His  parents,  Frederick  and  Dora  (Buck)  Gremmels, 
were  also  Hanoverians  and  spent  the  greater  part  of'  their  lives  in  the  city 
where  the  subject  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  The  father,  a  carpenter  by 
trade,  was  for  many  years  in  the  employ  of  the  government  first  as  a  con¬ 
structor  and  later  as  inspector  of  various  public  works.  He  was  a  man  of 
sound  practical  intelligence,  a  master  of  his  craft  and  stood  high  in  the  esteem 
of  the  people  of  his  native  place.  He  and  his  good  wife  died  at  Ashtedt 
and  were  laid  to  rest  in  the  old  cemetery  where  a  number  of  their  ancestors 
have  long  been  sleeping  the  sleep  that  knows  no  waking.  Frederick  and 
Dora  Gremmels  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  Whom  the  following 
are  living :  Henry,  a  carpenter,  residing  in  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota ; 
Frederick,  also  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  a  resident  of  Iowa;  Christian,  de¬ 
ceased,  who  was  an  inspector  of  government  works  in  Germany;  Wilhelmina, 
who  married  Henry  Aschemann,  of  Braunschweig,  where  they  still  live,  and 
William,  the  subject  of  this  review.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
deceased  members  of  the  family :  Dora,  Carl  and  Lena,  all  of  whom  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  the  fatherland.  Christian  Gremmels,  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  was  a  mechanic  of  high  standing  in  Hanover  and,  as  stated  above,  held 
an  important  position  in  the  public  service.  While  still  a  young  man  he  drew 
plans  for  the  government  bridge  over  the  river  Rhine  at  Cologne  and  Cob- 
lentz  and  no  mechanic  being  willing  to  undertake  the  work,  the  contract  was 
awarded  to  him.  He  finished  the  bridge  in  due  time  per  specifications 
and  it  is  today  one  of  the  finest  structures  of  the  kind  spanning  that  his¬ 
toric  stream.  This  work,  which  was  completed  in  1858,  was  three  years 
in  process  of  construction  and  it  stands  a  monument  to  the  skill  and  effi¬ 
ciency  of  the  builder.  Christian  Gremmels  had  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Hanoverian  government  all  of  his  life  and  had  long  ranked  among  the 
ablest  and  most  trustworthy  mechanics  and  inspectors  in  the  public  service 
of  that  country.  He  died  November  24,  1909,  in  Zoelde,  Hanover. 

William  Gremmels  attended  the  Lutheran  schools  of  his  native  place 
during  his  childhood  and  early  youth  and  while  still  quite  young  manifested 
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the  mechanical  skill  for  which  he  has  since  been  noted.  He  began  working 
under  his  father’s  direction  as  soon  as  old  enough  to  handle  tools  to  ad¬ 
vantage  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  was  sufficiently  advanced  in  carpentry  to 
be  styled  a  finished  workman.  Thinking  to  better  his  condition  in  a  country 
where  better  opportunities  obtained  than  in  his  native  land,  he  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1867  and  located  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  soon  se¬ 
cured  remunerative  employment  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  After  spending 
several  years  in  that  city,  he  revisited  the  land  of  his  birth,  but  in  due  time 
returned  to  Dubuque,  near  which  place  he  operated  a  saw-mill  for  his 
brother,  and  later  took  charge  of  mills  for  various  other  parties,  continuing 
this  line  of  business  for  several  years,  in  connection  with  his  trade. 

Becoming  somewhat  dissatisfied  with  mechanical  work  as  a  means  of 
livelihood,  Mr.  Gremmels  subsequently  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture, 
which  he  carried  on  in  Dubuque  county  until  1894,  when  he  moved  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county  and  purchased  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  township, 
on  which  he  has  since  lived  and  prospered.  The  year  of  his  arrival  he  erected 
the  large  and  commodious  barn  which  still  answers  the  purposes  for  which 
intended  and  in  1906  he  built  the  large  and  imposing  modern  residence 
which  the  family  now  occupy  and  which  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
attractive  rural  homes  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Gremmels  has  brought  the  farm  to  a  high  state  of  tillage,  besides 
making  all  the  improvements,  his  mechanical  skill  being  greatly  in  his  favor 
in  adding  to  the  beauty  and  value  of  his  place.  In  connection  with  general 
agriculture,  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  livestock  and  poultry  and 
is  also  identified  quite  extensively  in  dairying.  He  has  been  signally  suc¬ 
cessful  since  moving  to  his  present  place  of  abode,  being  at  this  time  one  of 
the  financially  solid  men  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides.  His  place, 
which  is  known  as  “Fairview  Stock  Farm,”  lies  two  and  a  half  miles  north¬ 
east  of  Oelwein  and  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  of  its  size  in  the  county  of 
Fayette,  impressing  the  passersby  as  the  home  of  an  enterprising,  up  to  date 
man  whose  interest  in  his  calling  he  makes  paramount  to  every  other  con¬ 
sideration. 

Mr.  Gremmels  was  first  married  in  the  year  1876  to  Nathalia  Schenko- 
witz,  of  Dubuque  county,  who  died  in  1880,  leaving  two  children,  Arthur,  a 
farmer  living  in  North  Dakota,  and  Blanch,  now  Mrs.  L.  B.  Miller,  of  Wa¬ 
terloo,  Iowa.  On  May  24,  1881,  Mr.  Gremmels  contracted  a  matrimonial 
alliance  with  Mrs.  Henrietta  Gremmels,  widow  of  Henry  Gremmels,  her 
union  with  him  resulting  in  the  birth  of  four  children,  viz:  William  F., 
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engaged  in  merchandising  at  Oelwein;  Henry,  who  is  also  in  business  at  that 
place;  Julia,  wife  of  Joseph  Beck,  of  Lincoln  county,  Colorado,  and  Charles, 
deceased.  By  her  marriage  with  William  Gremmels  Mrs.  Gremmels  had 
three  children :  Warren  A.,  a  musician  of  Oelwein  and  who  is  also  in  the 
grocery  business;  Ada,  widow  of  Robert  Brown,  and  Flora,  who  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  Mr.  Gremmels  and  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and 
interested  in  all  lines  of  religious  and  moral  work  under  the  auspices  of  the 
congregation  to  which  they  belong.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  while 
a  resident  of  Dubuque  county  held  various  local  offices,  although  never  an 
aspirant  for  public  honors. 

Mrs.  Gremmels,  the  present  wife  of  the  subject,  was  born  April  27,  1842, 
at  Hoheneggelsen,  Hanover,  Germany,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Julia 
(Flore)  Rengell.  These  parents  came  to  America  in  1856  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  Mrs.  Gremmels  being  their  only  child. 


HERMAN  BOESS. 

The  family  of  this  name  in  Fayette  county  is  part  of  the  German  immi¬ 
gration  which  began  settling  in  Iowa  at  its  earliest  opening  as  a  state  and 
eventually  became  an  important  and  influential  part  of  the  population.  Her¬ 
man  Boess  was  born  in  Hillinghausen,  Hanover,  Germany,  in  1843,  but  lost 
his  parents  by  death  when  still  a  child.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and 
followed  it  for  a  living  as  long  as  he  remained  in  his  native  country.  He 
came  to  the  United  States  in  1881  and  located  at  Richmond,  Indiana,  where 
he  followed  his  trade  as  a  carpenter.  Two  years  later  he  migrated  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Fayette  county  in  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of  section  30, 
Bethel  township.  One  year  later  he  moved  to  section  20  and  the  year  fol¬ 
lowing  rented  two  hundred  acres  in  and  near  section  32.  A  year  afterward 
he  rented  the  south  half  of  section  19,  where  he  lived  for  three  years.  His 
next  purchase  was  the  northwest  quarter  of  section  23,  the  place  now  owned 
by  his  son.  On  January  25,  1895,  he  was  kicked  by  a  horse  and  died  a  few 
minutes  later  as  the  result  of  his  injuries. 

In  1869  Herman  Boess  married  Louisa,  daughter  of  Mathias  and  Elsa 
(Schnatmeir)  Brockman,  also  a  native  of  Krukom,  Hanover,  Germany.  They 
had  six  children,  Fred,  Marie,  Lizzie,  Minnie,  Adam  and  Annie.  A  full 
sketch  of  the  eldest  son  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Marie,  the  eldest 
daughter,  married  John  Erhardt  and  lives  in  California.  Lizzie  married 
George  Hucke  and  resides  near  Fredericksburg,  Chickasaw  county.  Minnie 
married  Fred  Brenner  and  lives  in  California.  Adam  lives  with  his  mother 
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in  section  15,  Bethel  township.  Anna  married  Carl  Sinner,  of  whom  a  fuller 
sketch  appears  below.  In  1902,  the  home  place  was  sold  to  Fred,  and  Mrs. 
Boess  bought  two  hundred  acres  on  the  north  side  of  section  15,  Bethel  town¬ 
ship,  and  moved  to  this  new  home  in  the  spring  of  1902. 

Carl  Sinner,  who  married  Anna,  youngest  daughter  of  Herman  Boess, 
is  a  son  of  William  Sinner.  The  latter  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Cassel,  Germany, 
and  was  born  in  1851.  His  parents  were  John  and  Philopena  Conradeine 
(Baker)  Sinner,  substantial  people  in  the  old  country.  In  his  boyhood  days 
he  learned  the  harnessmaker's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  for  four  years.  In 
1870,  when  nineteen  years  old,  he  came  to  America  and  pushed  immediately 
for  the  west  until  he  reached  Fayette  county.  For  four  or  five  years  he  did 
farm  work  by  the  month  and  then  rented  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  at 
Arlington  owned  by  his  uncle,  which  he  farmed  for  a  year.  Later  he  farmed 
in  Windsor  township  until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  eighty  acres  he  had 
purchased  in  section  13,  Bethel  township.  Since  then  he  has  added  forty 
acres  to  his  holdings  in  section  13  and  has  eighty  acres  in  section  23,  making 
two  hundred  acres  in  his  possession. 

In  1875  Mr.  Sinner  married  Anna  Margaret,  daughter  of  George 
Belschner,  of  Illinois.  She  died  in  1888,  after  becoming  the  mother  of  four 
children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy,  two  days  before  the  death  of  the 
mother.  Those  living  are  George,  Edward  and  Carl.  The  latter  married 
Anna  Boess  and  resides  on  a  farm  one  mile  north  and  one  west  of  his 
father’s  place.  They  have  one  child,  Florence.  Edward  resides  in  North 
Dakota,  on  a  land  claim  bought  from  the  government.  George  studied  law 
at  Fort  Dodge  and  graduated  in  1904.  Besides  practicing  law,  he  was  inter¬ 
ested  for  two  or  three  years  in  mining  at  Basin,  Wyoming,  but  his  health 
failed  him  and  he  sought  the  more  congenial  climate  of  Arizona.  In  Febru¬ 
ary,  1889,  he  married  Amelia  Schwan,  a  resident  of  Sumner,  Bremen  county, 
Iowa.  He  has  had  four  children,  William,  Alma,  Ella  and  Edna.  Alma  died 
when  two  years  old,  but  the  other  three  children  remain  at  home  with  their 
parents. 

The  Sinner  family  belong  to  the  German  Lutheran  church  at  Hawkeye 
and  no  connection  enjoys  higher  esteem  in  that  neighborhood. 


THOMAS  L.  FORDYCE. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  meet  an  old  settler,  one  who  came  here  in  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  county’s  widespread  development,  and  learn  from  his  lips 
of  the  trials  which  were  endured  for  the  sake  of  the  happy  homes  which  now 
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dot  the  county  of  Fayette, — a  man  who  has,  while  advancing  his  own  interests, 
also  labored  for  the  general  good.  Such  a  man  is  T.  L.  Fordyce,  a  well 
known  farmer,  many  of  whose  early  impressions  were  gained  in  the  woods 
of  the  pioneer  period  and  he  tells  many  interesting  stories  of  those  times. 
The  pioneers  were  happy.  It  is  singular  how  easily  a  person  can  adapt  him¬ 
self  to  any  surroundings  and  derive  comfort  therefrom.  And  yet  it  fails  to  be 
at  all  singular  when  account  is  taken  of  the  selfish  desire  to  be  comfortable. 
If  we  have  enough  to  eat  and  enough  to  wear  and  a  little  ahead  and  an  outlook 
for  some  good  books,  we  can  manage  to  worry  along  and  get  some  satisfaction 
out  of  life.  So  the  old  settler  was  happy,  as  everyone  will  emphatically  tell 
you.  So  says  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Thomas  L.  Fordyce  was  born  December  25,  1839,  in  the  township  of 
Dunham,  province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  and  received  his  education  in  that 
neighborhood,  the  school  being  held  in  his  uncle's  house,  the  equipment  of 
which  was  primitive  in  the  extreme.  Flis  services  being  required  in  the  clear¬ 
ing  of  the  small  farm  owned  by  his  father,  his  schooling  was  limited,  though 
by  subsequent  reading  and  habits  of  close  observation  he  has  become  a  well 
informed  man  on  general  topics.  His  ancestors  were  originally  from  Scot¬ 
land,  though  his  father  was  born  on  the  same  farm  as  was  the  subject,  while 
the  mother  is  supposed  to  have  been  born  in  Vermont. 

Mr.  Fordyce  was  married  to  Cornelia  Carter,  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Ortha  (Cora)  Carter,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five  children,  four  sons 
and  one  daughter,  namely:  Genevieve,  Frank,  Jerard  (deceased),  Clare  (de¬ 
ceased)  and  Marcellus.  The  living  children  are  married  and  reside  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county. 

Mr.  Fordyce  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  March,  1867,  and 
bought  forty  acres  of  land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he 
at  once  applied  himself.  He  was  industrious,  economical  and  a  good  man¬ 
ager  and  was  prospered  from  the  beginning.  Having  early  in  life  become 
familiar  with  general  farming,  he  has  made  this  vocation,  together  with  stock 
raising,  his  life  work  and  that  a  large  measure  of  success  has  attended  his 
efforts  goes  without  saying.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  ten 
acres  of  excellent  land,  eighty  acres  lying  in  Windsor  township,  the  balance  in 
the  old  home  place.  In  March,  1900,  Mr.  Fordyce  came  to  Randalia,  this 
county,  to  make  it  his  permanent  home,  having  an  attractive  and  nicely  fur¬ 
nished  dwelling  here. 

Soon  after  taking  up  his  residence  here  he  was  active  in  the  general  affairs 
of  the  place  and  a  short  time  age  he  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace  to 
fill  a  vacancy  and  he  is  very  ably  and  conscientiously  discharging  the  duties  of 
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the  same.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  long  taken  more  or  less 
interest  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason  and  stands 
high  in  that  order. 

Although  he  is  now  living  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life,  yet  Mr. 
Fordyce  takes  a  delight  in  overseeing  the  general  management  of  his  lands, 
which  he  has  brought  up  to  a  high  state  of  improvement  and  which,  under  his 
skillful  management,  have  been  producing  abundant  harvests  for  years.  Fie 
is  a  man  of  strictly  honest  principles  and  has  fhe  good  will  of  all  who  know 
him. 


DR.  MARTIN  BENTLEY  FITCH. 

To  attain  success  in  any  one  line  of  endeavor  is  within  the  power  of 
every  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  and  judgment,  but  to  become  distinguished 
in  more  than  one  vocation  and  that,  too,  at  a  period  of  life  when  the  majority 
of  men  are  supposed  to  discontinue  active  duty  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their 
days  in  quietude  and  retirement,  indicates  a  degree  of  mental  and  intellectual 
strength  such  as  few  possess.  The  record  of  the  subject  of  this  review  is 
that  of  a  man  who  in  his  prime  fitted  himself  for  a  sphere  of  activity  in 
which  much  more  than  ordinary  technical  training  was  required,  but  later, 
when  through  force  of  circumstances  he  could  no  longer  rely  upon  his  voca¬ 
tion  for  a  livelihood,  he  turned  his  attention  to  a  profession  for  which  its 
devotees  prepare  only  by  long  years  of  painstaking  study  and  research.  His 
career,  which  has  been  a  strenuous  and  honorable  one,  is  replete  with  interest 
and  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  following  brief  outline  is  accorded  a 
place  in  these  pages. 

Martin  Bentley  Fitch  is  a  native  of  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  June  6,  1840,  being  the  eldest  son  of  George  and  Deborah 
(Boylen)  Fitch,  both  representatives  of  well-known  families  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  that  state.  His  father  dying  in  1847,  the  boy  of  seven  years 
thereafter  lived  among  strangers,  though  he  kept  in  touch  with  his  mother, 
who,  as  circumstances  would  permit,  maintained  a  home  for  the  two  sons 
who  were  with  her.  But,-  being  a  teacher,  after  the  death  of  her  husband, 
sometimes  in  Pennsylvania  and  later  in  the  states  of  Indiana  and  Iowa,  it 
was  not  always  convenient  for  her  to  keep  her  children  together,  consequently 
they  were  often  separated  from  her  and  while  still  young  obliged  to  rely 
upon  their  own  resources.  Mrs.  Fitch  remarried  in  1862,  at  which  time  or 
soon  afterwards  her  three  sons  were  in  the  army  and  from  that  date  she  saw 
little  of  them. 
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Martin  B.  Fitch  attended  the  public  schools  and  acquired  a  fair  educa¬ 
tion  in  such  branches  as  were  then  taught,  but  later  by  years  of  painstaking 
study  and  investigation  he  obtained  a  knowledge  of  many  subjects  and  be¬ 
came  a  widely  read  and  deeply  informed  man.  When  a  young  man  nineteen 
years  of  age  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Helen  B.  Hayes,  who  bore  him 
five  children,  viz:  George  H.,  who  died  February  10,  1863,  aged  two  years 
and  six  months;  Frank  B.,  Elmer,  Alice  and  Mary.  Frank,  the  oldest  sur¬ 
vivor  of  the  family,  is  employed  in  the  railway  service  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  where  he  married  and  has  a  home.  Elmer  died  at  the  home  of  his 
grandmother  in  Fayette  county  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  Alice,  now  Mrs. 
Davis,  resides  in  Chicago.  Mary  was  also  reared  among  her  mother’s  peo¬ 
ple  in  Michigan  and  still  lives  there.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
some  years  ago  in  the  city  of  Cedar  Rapids,  after  being  divorced  from  her 
husband. 

I11  1873  Mr.  Fitch  went  South  and  finally  located  in  southeastern  Arkan¬ 
sas,  where  for  a  period  of  ten  years  he  operated  a  blacksmithing  and  machine 
shop,  which  was  extensively  patronized,  and  he  also  spent  one  year  in 
Texas.  He  was  a  skillful  mechanic  both  in  wood  and  metals  and  while  in 
Arkansas  his  establishment  was  known  far  and  wide,  the  most  profitable  part 
of  the  business  being  the  repairing  of  grills  and  engines  and  boilers  for  the 
cotton  planters  of  the  surrounding  country.  Failing  health  compelled  him  to 
entrust  too  much  important  work  to  unskilled  hired  help,  which  caused  him 
considerable  pecuniary  loss  and  as  a  result  he  was  obliged  to  sell  out  and  re¬ 
turn  to  Fayette  county,  his  early  home.  His  mother  was  then  living  and  the 
first  thing  he  did  after  his  return  was  to  build  for  her  a  comfortable  house 
on  the  farm  which  his  step-father  owned.  After  another  disastrous  trip  to 
the  South,  in  which  he  lost  heavily,  Mr.  Fitch  located  at  Decorah,  Iowa, 
where,  in  1888,  he  married  Isabel  Nelson,  who  bore  him  seven  children: 
Roy  A.,  the  oldest,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Decorah  high  school  with 
the  class  of  1909,  is  at  this  time  assistant  principal  of  a  high  school  in 
North  Dakota:  George,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  married  Emma  Thomp¬ 
son,  of  Decorah,  where  he  now  resides  and  has  a  little  son  named  after  him¬ 
self  ;  Raymond  is  a  student  in  a  business  college  of  the  above  city  and  the 
others  who  are  old  enough  are  attending  the  public  schools,  their  names  being; 
Martin  D.,  June  E.  M.,  Lillian  M.  and  William  R.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs, 
Fitch  are  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  stand  high 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  city  in  which  they  reside. 

In  1862  M.  B.  Fitch  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 
with  which  he  served  until  permanently  disabled  and  discharged  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  This  disability,  which  was  of  a  most  aggravated  nature,  has  been 
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continuous  throughout  all  of  the  intervening  years,  making  a  physical  wreck 
of  an  otherwise  robust  and  exceptionally  strong  man.  For  a  number  ot 
years  he  was  on  the  pension  roll  at  seventy-two  dollars  per  month,  but  during 
the  administration  of  President  Cleveland  his  rating  was  reduced  to  thirty 
dollars;  under  President  McKinley,  however,  it  was  increased  to  fifty  dol¬ 
lars  and  so  remains,  an  insignificant  recompense  for  so  costly  a  sacrifice.  He 
manifests  a  lively  interest  in  military  affairs  and  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  old  soldiers  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  an  influential  member 
of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  also  belonging,  with  his  wife,  to  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps  of  Decorah. 

Being  naturally  a  sympathetic  nature  and  blessed  with  a  good  memory, 
besides  being  a  keen  and  critical  observer,  Mr.  Fitch  became  an  excellent 
nurse  while  among  the  southern  people  and  was  frequently  called  to  treat 
the  sick  in  preference  to  the  local  physicians,  who  often  lived  long  distances 
from  the  homes  of  the  afflicted.  In  this  manner  he  was  finally  induced  to 
take  up  the  study  of  medicine  and  for  more  than  a  quarter  century  he  has 
been  a  devotee  of  that  profession  and  a  successful  practitioner.  Soon  after 
locating  at  Decorah  he  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in  the  general  practice 
and  to  his  credit  be  it  said  that  some  of  his  cures  have  been  little  short  of 
marvelous  and  under  all  circumstances  he  has  demonstrated  unusual  ability 
and  skill  in  alleviating  human  suffering.  Being  physically  incapacitated  from 
meeting  country  patients  at  their  homes  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  he  has 
relied  almost  entirely  upon  his  office  practice,  not  going  to  the  trouble  and 
annoyance  of  complying  with  the  “red  tape”  requirements  surrounding  the 
general  practice  of  medicine.  In  this  way  his  patronage  partakes  largely  of 
the  form  of  hospital  nursing  and  care,  in  which  line  he  has  all  the  business 
to  which  he  can  possibly  give  attention,  all  of  the  rooms  of  his  home,  at  No. 
612  River  street,  being  fitted  up  and  provided  with  every  convenience  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  successful  treatment  of  those  who  seek  his  retreat.  By  dint  of 
hard  and  close  application,  Doctor  Fitch  has  succeeded  in  mastering  the  in¬ 
tricacies  and  difficulties  of  certain  lines  of  professional  study  and  on  the  6th 
of  February,  1900.  he  was  awarded  a  diploma  by  the  Institute  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  New  York.  This  institution  includes 
practice  along  the  lines  of  vitaeology,  suggestive  therapeutics,  magnetic  heal¬ 
ing  and  personal  magnetism,  in  all  of  which  he  has  made  commendable  ad¬ 
vancement  and  by  the  application  of  which  many  of  his  most  obstinate  cases 
have  been  successfully  treated.  The  Doctor  also  holds  two  diplomas  from 
other  scientific  schools  and  is  withal  especially  well  equipped  both  by  nature 
and  training  for  the  practice  of  his  profession  from  the  viewpoint  indicated 
by  the  lines  of  preparation  which  he  has  pursued. 
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THOMAS  AND  RICHARD  H.  SMITH. 

Among  the  business  men  of  the  thriving  city  of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county, 
none  are  more  highly  esteemed  generally  than  the  gentlemen  whose  names  ap¬ 
pear  above.  Years  of  honest  endeavor  have  brought  to  them  a  well-earned 
prosperity  and  today  they  are  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  of 
the  community. 

The  Smith  brothers  are  scions  of  honorable  parentage.  Their  father, 
Samuel  Smith,  was  born  near  Keighley,  Yorkshire,-  England,  in  1838,  and  was 
the  son  of  Richard  and  Martha  (Hanson)  Smith.  He  married  Hannah  Park, 
a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  Park,  of  Pateley  Bridge,  Yorkshire,  England, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  six  children,  namely:  Alice,  the  wife  of  Ed¬ 
ward  E.  Day,  a  well-known  citizen  of  Oelwein,  who  is  mentioned  elsewhere  in 
this  work ;  Thomas,  of  Oelwein ;  Jane,  the  wife  of  G.  A.  Schneider,  a  farmer 
north  of  Oelwein;  Sarah  M.  A.,  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Huntington,  an  expert 
draughtsman  and  successful  foundryman;  Richard  H.,  of  Oelwein;  Mary  Ellen, 
the  wife  of  F.  H.  Martin,  a  contractor  and  builder  at  Oelwein.  Samuel  Smith 
was  a  machinist  by  trade  and  was  part  owner  of  a  tool  manufacturing  plant  in 
Keighley.  In  1869  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  followed  in  1870  by  his  family, 
then  consisting  of  wife  and  three  children.  For  a  year  he  lived  with  his 
uncle,  Thomas  Hanson.  On  June  1,  1870,  they  came  to  what  later  became 
Oelwein,  he  buying  a  farm  located  one  and  a  half  miles  north  and  one-fourth 
mile  West  of  where  the  city  now  is.  He  entered  at  once  upon  the  cultivation 
of  this  farm,  which  he  brought  up  to  a  high  standard  of  agricultural  excellence, 
and  on  which  he  resided  until  February,  1892.  He  then  moved  into  Oelwein, 
and  on  November  14th,  of  the  same  year,  he  died,  at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years. 
His  wife  died  July  21,  1901,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years. 

Of  this  family,  the  two  sons,  Thomas  and  Richard  H.,  were  reared  on  the 
home  farm  and  received  their  education  in  the  common  schools  of  their  neigh¬ 
borhood.  In  1902  Thomas  bought  a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Dickinson 
county,  and  soon  afterwards  Thomas  and  Richard  together  bought  another 
quarter  section  nearby,  where  they  lived  for  a  few  months,  returning  to  the 
city  in  December  of  that  year.  Richard  was  then  for  a  time  in  the  employ  of 
the  Oelwein  creamery,  after  which  he  entered  the  employ  of  W.  H.  Meyer  & 
Company.  In  1897  the  two  brothers  formed  a  partnership  and  went  into  the 
grocerv  business  in  Oelwein,  locating  on  the  east  side  of  Frederick  street,  be¬ 
tween  First  and  Charles  streets.  In  July  of  the  same  year  they  moved  across 
the  street  to  No.  10  South  Frederick  street,  where  they  remained  until  Decem¬ 
ber  16,  1902,  when  they  installed  their  business  in  a  new  building  next  door 
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south,  the  new  store  having  been  built  especially  for  them.  They  were  pros¬ 
perous  in  their  business  and  conducted  it  successfully  until  June  8,  1904,  when 
they  sold  out.  In  1878  their  father,  Samuel  Smith,  had  bought  forty  acres  of 
land  from  William  Niblock,  lying  north  of  Charles  street  and  west  of  Sixth 
avenue  North,  now  included  in  Oelwein.  After  their  father’s  death,  the  broth¬ 
ers  platted  this  ground,  making  four  successive  additions,  and  after  retiring 
from  the  grocery  business  Thomas  built  several  residences  there  during  the 
summer  of  1904.  In  January,  1905,  Thomas  and  Richard  Smith  formed  a 
partnership  and  went  into  the  real  estate  business,  in  which  they  have  con¬ 
tinued  ever  since.  Besides  their  residence  properties,  they  own  a  large  interest 
in  the  Syndicate  block,  which  is  owned  in  the  name  of  the  Oelwein  Building  and 
Investment  Company  and  was  built  in  1907.  It  is  a  splendid  property,  being 
one  of  the  best  blocks  in  the  city,  the  ground  floor  being  devoted  to  business 
rooms  and  the  upper  part  of  the  building  being  divided  into  flats.  Thomas 
Smith  is  secretary  of  the  company.  Both  of  the  subjects  are  notaries  public  and 
in  addition  to  their  real  estate  business,  they  also  examine  abstracts  and  take 
charge  of  rentals.  Thomas  Smith  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National  Bank 
and  the  Aetna  State  Bank,  both  of  Oelwein,  and  Richard  is  interested  in  the 
Aetna  State  Bank  and  the  Iowa  Savings  Bank  at  Oelwein,  while  both  are  stock¬ 
holders  in  the  Oran  Savings  Bank,  at  Oran,  this  state.  They  are  also  the 
owners  of  much  farm  land  in  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  as  well  as  in  their 
home  state.  Progressive  and  energetic,  and  yet  wisely  conservative,  they  have 
always  given  their  support  to  every  movement  which  has  promised  to  benefit 
the  community  or  contribute  to  the  development  and  upbuilding  of  the  city 
in  which  they  reside. 

Politically  both  of  the  Smith  brothers  are  affiliated  with  the  Prohibition 
party,  in  the  success  of  which  they  are  deeply  interested.  Religiously,  Thomas 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  in  which  he  holds  official  relations,  being 
treasurer,  trustee  and  deacon ;  Richard  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees.  Both  are  earnest  in  their 
support  of  the  churches,  being  liberal  contributors  to  their  support. 

Both  of  the  Smith  brothers  are  married,  Thomas  having  wedded  Aura  C. 
Hadley,  the  daughter  of  B.  H.  Hadley,  of  Iowa  Falls.  Richard  married 
Maud  E.  Sackville,  the  daughter  of  J.  O.  and  Alice  E.  (Day)  Sackville,  the 
former  a  native  of  Canada  and  the  latter  of  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York. 
They  have  one  child,  a  daughter,  Dorothy  Maude.  The  subjects  of  this 
sketch  are  genial  in  their  social  relations  and  enjoy  a  large  acquaintance 
throughout  the  county,  among  whom  they  are  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
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MARTIN  MALONEY. 

In  the  respect  that  is  accorded  to  men  who  have  fought  their  own  way  to 
success  through  unfavorable  environment  and  circumstances  we  find  an  un¬ 
conscious  recognition  of  the  intrinsic  worth  of  a  character  which  can  not  only 
endure  so  rough  a  test,  but  gain  strength  through  the  discipline.  The  gentle¬ 
man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  has,  in  spite  of  obstacles,  succeeded  in 
his  life’s  work  to  a  satisfactory  degree  and  has  also  earned  and  retains  the 
regard  and  high  esteem  of  all  With  whom  he  is  acquainted,  standing  today  as 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides.  As  the 
mayor  of  the  thriving  city  of  Fayette  he  is  making  a  record  highly  complimen¬ 
tary  to  himself  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the  citizens. 

Martin  Maloney  is  a  native  of  Savannah,  Illinois,  where  he  first  saw  the 
light  of  day  on  March  2,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Hulbert) 
Maloney,  who  were  well  known  and  highly  respected  residents  of  that  city. 
The  subject  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  place,  graduat¬ 
ing  from  the  high  school  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  In  the  fall  of  1874  he 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Sabula,  Iowa,  and  there  he 
entered  the  telegraph  office  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  as 
a  student  of  telegraphy.  He  rapidly  acquired  proficiency  and  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  fall  he  was  given  a  position  as  telegraph  operator  on  the  same  road.  In 
1877  he  was  transferred  by  the  company  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  a  much  better 
position.  He  retained  this  position  until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  his  eyesight 
failed  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  incapacitated  for  duty,  being  hardly  able 
to  get  around  without  assistance.  He  resigned  his  position  and  during  the 
following  two  years  did  no  work,  devoting  himself  entirely  to  the  treatment 
and  care  of  his  eyes,  which  steadily  improved.  In  the  spring  of  1885  Mr. 
Maloney  returned  to  the  railroad  and  was  given  a  position  at  Bellevue,  Iowa, 
where  he  remained  until  the  spring  of  1892,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  train  dispatcher,  with  headquarters  at  Marion,  Iowa.  He  per¬ 
formed  the  responsible  duties  of  this  position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the 
railroad  company  and  in  February,  1899,  he  received  another  substantial  pro¬ 
motion,  being  transferred  to  Fayette  and  placed  in  entire  charge  of  the  com 
pany’s  business  at  this  place.  His  duties  are  multitudinous  here,  for  be¬ 
sides  being  agent  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
he  is  also  agent  for  the  Wells,  Fargo  &  Company  Express  and  local  manager 
for  the  Western  Union  Telegraph  Company.  He  is  a  busy  man,  but  is  sys¬ 
tematic  and  energetic  and  handles  his  work  easily  and  in  a  manner  that  has 
at  all  times  won  the  approval  of  his  superiors.  He  is  accommodating  and 
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courteous  in  his  relations  with  the  public  and  is  well  liked  by  all  who  have 
dealings  with  him. 

Mr.  Maloney  has  always  taken  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  local 
public  affairs.  He  was  originally  allied  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  in  the 
political  upheaval  and  new  alignments  of  the  parties  in  1896  he  found  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party  to  be  most  nearly  in  harmony  with  his  own 
ideas,  and  he  chose  to  be  true  to  his  own  honest  convictions  rather  than  longer 
cling  to  a  party  that  did  not  represent  his  views.  Since  1896  he  has  been 
actively  identified  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  not  been  a  seeker  after 
political  honors,  but  in  1908,  under  rather  peculiar  conditions  that  prevailed  in 
Fayette,  he  was  induced  to  accept  the  nomination  for  mayor  on  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  ticket.  He  made  the  race,  and,  although  the  city  is  normally  strong¬ 
ly  Republican,  he  was  elected  by  the  handsome  majority  of  eighty  votes.  He 
has  given  an  honest  and  faithful  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  position  and  is 
giving  the  city  a  good  businesslike  administration. 

On  December  11,  1879,  Mr.  Maloney  was  united  in  marriage  with  Eva 
Confere,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Caroline  (Long)  Confere,  highly  respected 
residents  of  Lyons,  Iowa,  where  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maloney  oc¬ 
curred.  To  this  union  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Cora  Irene,  who  is  a 
graduate  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  is  now  assistant  principal  of  the 
schools  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa.  Religiously  Mr.  Maloney  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  church,  to  which  he  gives  an  earnest  and  liberal  support. 
Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  man  of  many  estimable  qualities 
and  his  friends  are  in  number  as  are  his  acquaintances,  his  popularity  being 
attributed  to  his  sterling  worth  and  genial  disposition. 


FRANK  GILMER. 

It  is  proper  to  judge  the  success  and  the  status  of  a  man’s  life  by  the 
estimation  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  citizens.  They  see  him  at  his 
work,  in  his  family  circle,  in  his  church,  at  his  devotions,  hear  his  views  on 
public  questions,  observe  the  outcome  of  his  code  of  morals,  witness  how  he 
conducts  himself  in  all  the  relations  of  society  and  civilization  and  thus  be¬ 
come  competent  to  judge  of  his  merits  and  demerits.  Judged  by  such  stand¬ 
ards,  the  life  of  Frank  Gilmer,  a  farmer  of  Center  township,  Fayette  county, 
has  been  led  along  proper  channels  and  he  therefore  enjoys  the  confidence 
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and  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  is  a  Canadian  by  birth, 
having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the  province  of  Toronto,  September  6, 
1854,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Francis  and  Nancy  N.  (Soper)  Gilmer,  the  father 
born  in  Scotland  and  the  mother  in  Canada.  His  maternal  grandfather,  Tim¬ 
othy  and  Martha  (Mask)  Soper,  were  both  born  in  Bowmanville,  Canada, 
the  grandfather  being  the  first  white  child  born  in  that  township,  and  there 
he  lived  and  died.  The  paternal  grandparents  came  to  Canada  in  an  early 
day.  Francis  Gilmer,  father  of  Frank,  was  born  in  March,  1817,  and  he 
came  to  Canada  when  young  and  engaged  in  the'  lumber  business,  and  there 
married.  In  1855  he  came  to  Iowa  and  bought  from  George  Seaton  one  hun¬ 
dred  acres  in  the  northeast  corner  of  section  30,  Smithfield  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county.  The  land  was  unimproved,  and  he  erected,  first,  a  log  cabin  and 
stable,  and  in  1863  built  a  frame  house;  he  improved  the  place  and  remained 
on  it  until  1869,  then  moved  one  and  one-half  miles  south  of  Fayette,  buying 
there  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  wild  land.  He  improved  this  and  made 
his  home  there  until  1875,  when  he  moved  to  Sumner  county,  Kansas,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  November,  1884.  He  owned  eighty  acres  there,  and  he 
was  always  a  farmer.  His  family  consisted  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are 
still  living.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  he  took  little  part  in  public 
affairs,  giving  his  entire  attention  to  agrcultural  pursuits.  Before  comng  to 
“the  States”  he  engaged  very  extensively  in  the  lumber  business.  He  was 
fairly  successful  in  all  his  operations  and  was  a  man  whom  everybody  re¬ 
spected. 

Frank  Gilmer  first  attended  school  in  a  log  school-house  on  the  banks 
of  the  Volga,  the  first  in  that  community  of  Fayette  county,  later  he  attended 
the  Fayette  high  school.  Afer  leaving  school  he  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  has  continued  in  this  line  of  work,  beginning  for  himself  near 
Fayette.  In  the  fall  of  1876  he  moved  to  Kansas  and  in  1880  returned  to 
Fayette  county  and  rented  land  for  several  years,  thereby  getting  a  good  start. 
In  1902  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  west  of  Randalia,  Center 
township,  and  soon  afterwards,  having  closed  the  deal  in  September  of  that 
year,  he  moved  on  the  place  and  has  remained  on  the  same,  devoting  his  at¬ 
tention  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  his  labors  in  these  lines  have 
been  crowned  by  success.  He  has  a  neat  and  comfortable  home  and  good  out¬ 
buildings,  orchard,  garden,  and  everything  that  makes  a  country  place  desir¬ 
able  and  complete. 

Mr.  Gilmer  was  married  on  May  5,  1875,  to  Alice  Paine,  who  was  born 
in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  in  1854.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Harvey 
and  Laura  (Clark)  Paine.  They  came  to  Iowa  in  1864  and  settled  in  sec- 
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tion  7,  Smithfield  township,  where  they  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land 
from  Delei  she  Demott,  who  had  homesteaded  the  land,  and  have  lived  on  the 
place  ever  since.  Mrs.  Laura  Paine  died  December  1,  1903,  and  was  buried 
at  the  Fayette  cemetery.  In  1864,  when  ten  years  old,  Alice  Paine  accom¬ 
panied  her  parents  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  near  the  town  of  Fayette 
they  located  on  a  farm  and  became  well  established  there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilmer  the  following  children  have  been  born:  Alta,  born  April  4,  1876; 
Eugene,  born  March  9,  1879;  Frank,  born  August  20,  1881 ;  Earl,  born  No¬ 
vember  10,  1884,  died  December  11,  1887;  Edith,  born  September  3,  1887, 
died  October  8,  1889;  Stella,  born  March  14,  1890;  Madge,  born  February 
22,  1894. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gilmer  is  a  Republican  and  fraternally  a  Yeoman.  He 
has  been  trustee  of  his  township  and  has  held  other  minor  local  offices,  always 
doing  his  full  share  in  the  work  of  public  improvement  and  fostering  prin¬ 
ciples  calculated  to  result  in  general  good  to  his  township  and  county,  and 
is  therefore  rated  as  a  valued  and  substantial  citizen. 


JAMES  J.  McNAUL. 

In  this  sketch  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  the  history  of  a  family  whose  men 
are  the  kind  who  count  for  something,  strong  men,  of  Scotch  descent,  of  hardi¬ 
hood  and  courage  sufficient  for  all  the  vicissitudes  of  life — such  men  as  go  to 
make  a  nation  powerful. 

James  McNaul  was  born  in  Scotland  March  25,  1787,  and  came  to  this 
country  as  a  boy  of  five  with  his  father,  ‘who  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and 
farmed.  He  was  reared  on  the  Center  county  farm  and  married  Isabella 
Swanzey,  who  was  born  in  the  same  county  March  12,  1793.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children:  William,  Sarah,  Isabella,  Thaddeus,  James  F.,  John, 
Jesse,  Lebbeus,  Lusk  and  Esther  Ann.  James  McNaul  died  July  20,  1853. 
William  McNaul  was  born  January  17,  1817,  grew"  up  on  the  farm,  and  in 
1844  married  Elizabeth  Riley,  who  was  born  January  11,  1818.  In  1856 
they  came  west,  bringing  three  children,  accompanied  by  his  brother  Thaddeus, 
and  located  in  Westfield  township,  one  mile  south  of  Fayette,  but  remained 
there  only  during  the  winter  and  then  removed  six  miles  south  in  this  county 
where  William  lived  until  his  death,  farming  during  his  active  life.  The  old 
farm  contained  about  eighty  acres.  William  was  a  strong  Republican  and 
held  many  township  offices,  among  them  clerk  and  trustee.  He  and  his  wife 
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were  Methodists,  very  active  in  church  work,  and  noted  about  the  neighbor¬ 
hood  on  account  of  their  hospitality.  They  raised  to  maturity  four  of  seven 
children  born  to  them.  James  F.,  William’s  brother,  came  to  Fayette  county 
in  1865,  aftei  serving  two  years  in  Company  I,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  In¬ 
fantry,  and  has  lived  here  since.  Thaddeus  remained  here  until  his  death. 

James  J.  McNaul  was  born  in  Clarion  county,  Pennsylvania,  February 
1 T  1847,  the  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  McNaul.  His  maternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Thomas  F.  Riley,  born  August  11,  1793,  and  Susanna  (Mc¬ 
Bride)  McNaul,  born  September  1,  1796,  pioneers  of  Clarion  county  who 
had  opened  up  timber  land  and  died  on  the  homestead.  He  was  a  man  very 
much  respected  and  of  great  influence.  In  the  early  forties  he  joined  the 
Methodist  church  and  was  afterwards  very  active.  He  lived  to  the  age  of 
ninety-six  and  when  ninety-three  walked  nearly  a  mile  to  the  election,  his 
gi  eat  physical  endurance  holding  out  to  the  end  of  his  life.  When  young, 
lie  used  to  clear  land  all  day  and  then  do  a  day’s  work  in  his  blacksmith  shop 
at  night.  J.  J.  McNaul  was  educated  in  the  common  schools,  began  work  on 
the  farm  at  a  very  early  age  and  remained  on  the  farm  until  his  parents  died. 
On  July  4,  1871,  he  was  married  to  Mary  Howard,  and  continued  farming 
until  1891,  when  he  went  on  the  road  for  the  J.  R.  Watkins  Medical  Com¬ 
pany  of  Winona,  Minnesota,  the  largest  corncern  of  its  kind  in  the  world, 
during  which  time  he  lived  at  Vinton,  Benton  county.  In  this  time  he  had 
many  interesting  experiences,  and  has  witnessed  the  development  of  the 
county  into  its  present  prosperity.  He  retired  in  the  fall  of  1907,  and  in 
1908  came  to  live  at  Randalia.  He  has  retained  the  old  farm,  about  two 
miles  west  of  Randalia,  containing  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  his 
only  living  son  now  farms.  They  make  a  specialty  of  Duroc- Jersey  hogs, 
and  have  raised  very  high  grade  individuals  of  that  breed.  Mrs.  McNaul 
was  born  in  Union  county,  Indiana,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Hill)  Howard.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Howard,  and  was  born  in  New 
York,  while  she  was  probably  born  in  Indiana.  Her  maternal  grandparents 
were  Jacob  and  Eliza  (Smith)  Hill,  early  settlers  near  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
and  the  parents  of  a  large  family.  They  came  to  Arlington,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  when  the  county  was  new,  locating  on  government  land.  Jacob  Hill 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Mohawk  war,  and  Mrs.  McNaul  had  two  uncles  in  the 
Civil  war.  Her  father  first  farmed  in  Delaware  county  and  moved  to  Ran- 
daha  abont  i860.  He  was  the  father  of  twelve  children  by  two  marriages. 
Since  1891  he  has  lived  in  Arlington,  and  is  still,  as  formerly,  very  active  in 
the  Sunday  school  and  church  work  of  the  Christian  denomination.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  J.  J.  McNaul  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  Margaret  Elizabeth. 
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dead;  Willis,  who  is  married  and  living  on  the  home  farm;  his  wife  was 
formerly  Jeannette  Burns  and  they  have  two  children,  Hazel  Burnie,  born 
June  3,  1903,  and  Mildred  M.,  born  October  16,  1904;  Willard,  and  Cora 
May,  dead.  The  family  are  Methodists,  and  Mr.  McNaul  is  a  church  worker. 
He  is  a  Republican  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias,  and  a  man  whose  presence  in  the 
community  honors  it  and  is  in  every  way  beneficial.  The  record  of  his  fore¬ 
fathers  was  a  worthy  one,  and  he  has  in  all  respects  lived  up  to  it. 


JAMES  W.  ORR. 

To  a  considerable  extent  the  gentleman  whose  name  forms  the  caption  of 
this  sketch  is  a  creditable  representative  of  that  class  of  citizens  who  win  in 
the  battle  of  life  by  sheer  force  of  individual  characteristics  and  not  through 
the  efforts  of  others  or  by  legacies  bequeathed  him  by  his  forebears,  a  class 
which  has  furnished  much  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  country  and  added 
to  the  stability  of  our  government  and  its  institutions. 

J.  W.  Orr  was  born  on  the  farm  immediately  south  of  where  he  now 
resides  in  Westfield  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  December  22,  1870,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Martha  J.  (Douglas)  Orr,  the  father  born  in  Canada 
and  the  mother  in  Virginia,  thus  uniting  two  families  of  a  sterling  but  much 
different  type.  John  Orr  came  alone  from  the  northern  country  referred  to 
above,  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Westfield  township  in  1858,  and 
here  he  purchased  a  fine  tract  of  land,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres,  all  in  one  body  except  ten  acres,  and,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good 
manager,  he  developed  the  same  in  due  course  of  time  into  an  excellent  place, 
and  was  one  of  the  leading  farmers  of  that  early  day.  He  was  also  the  pio¬ 
neer  stock  man  of  Fayette  county,  for  many  years  handling  large  numbers 
of  livestock  in  connection  with  his  farm,  and,  being  a  good  judge  of  stock 
and  always  on  the  alert  and  a  good  observer,  he  did  a  thriving  business  in 
this  connection  and  became  widely  known  as  a  stock  man,  giving  his  entire 
attention  to  stock  feeding  and  buying  and  selling  and  farming.  He  was  in¬ 
fluential  in  the  affairs  of  his  township  and  a  man  whom  everybody  admired 
and  respected.  His  wife  came  with  her  uncle,  Thomas  Douglas,  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa. 

Two  sons  and  one  daughter  constituted  the  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Orr.  The  father  was  a  Democrat  in  his  political  belief,  but  he  did  not  aspire 
to  political  favors,  being  too  busy  with  his  personal  affairs. 
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J.  W.  Orr  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native 
community  and  the  commercial  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University. 
He  worked  on  the  home  farm  and  he  has  continued  as  a  farmer  and  stock 
man  and  has  preferred  to  spend  his  life  on  his  native  “heath,”  realizing  that 
greater  opportunities  existed  for  him  right  here  at  home.  He  has  a  splendid 
farm  here  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  and  eighty-six  and  one-half 
acres  elsewhere.  His  land  is  Well  improved  in  every  respect  and  ranks  with 
the  best  in  the  township.  He  formerly  won  considerable  local  recognition  as 
a  breeder  of  Polled-Angus  cattle.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  business 
man  and  everything  about  his  place  shows  good  management  and  thrift. 

Mr.  Orr  was  married  January  9,  1895,  to  Dora  Thomas,  daughter  of  G. 
C.  and  Priscilla  (McCannon)  Thomas,  the  father  a  native  of  the  state  of  New 
York  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania.  They  grew  to  maturity  in  the  East 
and  were  married  there,  and  they  came  to  Illinois  in  1859,  and  m  1885  came 
on  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Independence.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children. 
Mr.  Thomas  is  a  veterinary  surgeon,  still  in  the  active  practice,  now  living  at 
Clear  Lake,  South  Dakota.  The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Orr;  Francis  Donald,  Lotta  May  and  Dorothy  Lavon. 

Mr.  O11  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and,  like  his  honored  father  before 
him,  takes  an  abiding  interest  in  Whatever  tends  to  the  betterment  of  his  com¬ 
munity  and  county. 


J.  W.  DWYER. 

Among  the  leading  business  men  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
none  take  higher  rank  than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business'.  The  suc¬ 
cess  attained  in  his  business  enterprises  has  been  greatly  owing  to  his  steady 
persistence,  stern  integrity  and  excellent  "judgment,  qualities  which  cause  him 
to  take  rank  with  the  leading  business  men  of  this  section  of  the  county,  be¬ 
sides  winning  for  him  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public  to  a  marked 
degree. 

J.  \\ .  Dwyer  was  born  in  Georgetown,  Colorado,  on  August  26,  1871,  and 
is  a  son  of  Michael  and  Mary  (Galvin)  Dwyer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
New  York  state,  though  of  Irish  parentage.  The  subject’s  paternal  grand¬ 
parents,  Dennis  Dwyer  and  Wife,  were  natives  of  county  Limerick,  Ireland, 
and  on  their  emigration  to  America  they  settled  at  Hancock,  Michigan,  where 
the  husband  died.  He  had  there  followed  the  pursuit  of  farming  and  was  a 
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man  of  fine  qualities.  The  subject’s  maternal  grandparents,  John  and  Mary 
(Welch)  Galvin,  who  also  were  natives  of  Ireland,  located  in  New  York  on 
reaching  the  United  States,  and  in  that  state  he  successfully  carried  on  rail¬ 
road  contracting.  Subsequently  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
became  a  pioneer  farmer,  having  entered  land.  He  was  successful  in  this 
enterprise,  and  acquired  more  land  from  time  to  time,  until  his  accumulations 
amounted  to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres.  He  remained  on  this  farm  until  his 
death,  his  life  here  having  been  replete  with  duty  faithfully  performed  and 
honorable  relations  with  those  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

Michael  Dwyer,  the  subject’s  father,  followed  the  calling  of  mining  and, 
going  to  Colorado,  he  operated  one  of  the  big  mines  of  that  state  in  its  in¬ 
fancy,  being  considered  an  expert  in  his  line.  In  1878  he  came  to  Fayette 
county  and  bought  a  farm  near  Westgate,  to  which  he  devoted  his  attention. 
The  place  now  comprises  two  hundred  and  fifty-one  acres  and  is  generally 
considered  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  Mr.  Dwyer  has  here  car¬ 
ried  on  a  general  line  of  farming  and  has  also  with  much  success  given  at¬ 
tention  to  the  raising  of  livestock.  In  1900  Mr.  Dwyer  relinquished  the  active 
labor  of  the  farm  and  retired  to  the  village  of  Westgate,  .where  he  now  re¬ 
sides.  To  Michael  and  Mary  Dwyer  seven  children  were  born,  of  whom 
five  are  now  living. 

J.  W.  Dwyer  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  rchools  of  Fayette  county,  also  taking  a  full 
commercial  course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  engaged  in  the  general  mercantile  business,  forming  a  partnership 
with  William  H.  Schoonmaker,  this  business  being  carried  on  until  1898.  In 
1892  Messrs.  Schoonmaker  and  Dwyer  began  a  private  banking  business, 
which  was  conducted  with  marked  success  until  1898, .when  they  organized 
the  State  Savings  Bank  of  Westgate,  of  which  the  subject  became  the  vice- 
president,  which  office  he  still  retains.  The  two  gentlemen  became  associated 
also  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Westgate,  to  which  line  Mr.  Dwyer  gave  his 
entire  attention  until  October  21,  1901,  when  he  moved  to  West  Union.  On 
April  1,  1902,  he  bought  the  Colgrove  &  Snyder  lumber  and  coal  yards,  taking 
possession  on  the  1st  of  the  following  October.  He  operated  this  business 
alone  for  several  years,  and  then  formed  a  partnership  with  F.  B.  Tamblyn, 
with  whom  he  has  since  remained  associated.  Mr.  Dwyer  has  given  the 
greater  part  of  his  attention  to  the  real  estate  business,  his  operations  in  the 
main  being  confined  to  Iowa  and  North  Dakota,  more  particularly  to  Fayette 
county.  His  judgment  is  considered  good  as  to  real  estate  values  and  his 
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splendid  business  ability  and  sterling  qualities  of  character  have  given  him  a 
marked  prestige  among  business  men.  He  has  taken  an  active  and  leading 
part  in  efforts  to  advance  the  interests  of  the  community  and  has  served  as 
president  of  the  Commercial  Club  continuously  since  its  organization,  giving 
much  of  his  time  and  personal  effort  to  advance  the  business  interests  of  the 
thriving  town  of  West  Union.  Mr.  Dwyer  is  also  a  partner  with  A.  F.  Debit 
in  the  lumber  and  coal  business  at  Wapaloo,  Iowa,  one  of  the  leading  com¬ 
mercial  enterprises  of  that  city. 

Politically,  Mr.  Dwyer  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  In  November,  1899,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  and  so  eminently  satisfactory 
were  his  services  that  he  was  re-elected  to  the  office  in  1904.  The  more  note¬ 
worthy  is  the  fact  that  he  is  the  only  Democrat  ever  elected  to  that  office  in 
Fayette  county.  Religiously  he  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
church,  to  which  they  give  a  liberal  support.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of 
Elks  and  the  Knights  of  Columbus. 

On  September  13,  1893,  Mr.  Dwyer  was  married  to  Grace  Vanwie,  of 
Osage,  Iowa,  and  they  became  tbe  parents  of  two  children,  Lillian,  deceased, 
and  Leo.  Mrs.  Grace  Dwyer  died  in  1897,  and  on  October  16,  1901,  Mr. 
Dwyer  married  Helen  Farr,  a  daughter  of  Levi  L.  Farr,  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Fayette  county,  who  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and  at  one  time  sheriff 
of  this  county.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  John  L.,  born  in  1903, 
and  Donald  W.,  born  in  1905.  Mr.  Dwyer  is  a  man  of  fine  personal  qualities, 
possessing  a  genial  disposition  that  enables  him  to  readily  make  friends.  He 
is  public-spirited  and  is  numbered  among  the  progressive  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  being  highly  regarded  by  all  who  know  him. 


DENNIS  TOOMEY. 

One  of  the  highly  honored  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  has  lived  a 
long,  eventful  and  useful  life  is  Dennis  Toomey,  a  retired  farmer  of  Wadena, 
Illyria  township,  a  man  deserving  a  place  in  his  county’s  history  for  many 
reasons,  too  evident  to  enumerate.  He  was  born  in  Cork,  Ireland,  Febru¬ 
ary  4,  1836.  His  mother  died  about  1842,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom 
Dennis  was  the  oldest ;  the  two  younger  children  died  soon  afterwards.  Their 
father,  Patrick  Toomey,  came  to  America  in  1844,  locating  in  St.  Lawrence 
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county,  New  York,  where  he  went  to  work  as  a  laborer  on  a  railroad  and 
later  as  contractor;  still  later  he  took  contracts  for  building  public  roads  in 
St.  Lawrence  county.  He  had  left  his  children  in  Ireland,  in  care  of  his  par¬ 
ents.  Practically  left  to  shift  for  himself,  Dennis  Toomey  soon  became  a 
man  in  wisdom  although  but  a  child  in  years.  He  witnessed  the  horrible 
lavages  of  the  famine  which  devastated  his  native  land  in  his  youth,  and  which 
was  charged  to  British  rule.  He  became  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  self-reliance 
as  well  as  an  intense  hatred  of  the  British.  At  an  early  age  he  left  his  grand- 
fathei  s  home  and  began  the  life  of  a  tramp  in  his  native  country,  a  common 
thing  in  those  days,  and  he  lived  by  tending  cattle  on  the  commons  for  rela¬ 
tives  and  friends.  During  all  this  time  his  mind  dwelt  upon  the  time  when 
he  could  make  the  trip  to  America,  and  in  some  manner  beat  the  English.  In 
1852  he  joined  his  father  in  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  and  worked  as  a 
teamster  and  general  chore  boy.  His  father  had  married  again  and  the  par¬ 
ental  home  was  not  very  congenial.  In  1858  he  left  home  and  made  his  way 
across  the  country  to  Ft.  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  and  there  he  secured  work 
as  teamster  for  Major  Russell  and  Miller,  government  freighters,  and  he 
drove  an  ox  team  over  the  plains  to  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah.  There  he  joined 
three  other  men  and  with  them  walked  to  Carson  City,  Nevada.  They  had 
one  pony,  which  they  loaded  with  blankets,  provisions,  etc.  From  Carson  City, 
Mr.  Toomey  walked  to  Sacramento,  California,  carrying  his  blankets  and 
provisions  on  his  back.  I11  California  he  went  to  work  in  the  harvest  fields. 
In  the  eaily  pait  of  i860  he  left  that  state  and  went  to  New  York  by  way  of 
the  Isthmus,  paying  one  bundled  and  thirty  dollars  in  gold  for  his  passage. 
While  in  California  he  became  acquainted  with  a  number  of  Southern  men 
and  decided  to  go  to  the  South  to  work.  After  visiting  his  father  in  New 
York  he  went  to  the  parish  of  Pointe  Coupee,  near  Bayou  Sara,  Louisiana, 
and  here  he  went  to  work  for  a  Mr.  Jewell  building  roads,  levees,  etc.,  on  his 
plantation.  This  was  in  the  winter  of  i860  and  1861. 

Mr.  Toomey  was  a  strong  advocate  of  the  Union,  having  become  natural¬ 
ized,  and  he  was  also  an  ardent  enemy  of  the  English.  He  became  a  “chum” 
of  Mr.  Jewell’s  nephew,  who  was  a  strong  secessionist,  and  they  engaged  in 
some  heated  debates,  one  of  which  is  possibly  responsible  for  the  building 
of  the  famous  “Merrimac.”  Mr.  Toomey  maintained  that  the  Yankees 
could  do  anything,  could  foresee  every  danger  and  would  provide  for  them, 
protecting  their  boats  against  the  cannon  of  the  Confederates.  His  rebel 
friend  knew  that  the  wooden  hulls  of  vessels  would  not  turn  a  cannon  ball  and 
inquired  how  this  could  be  accomplished,  and  was  informed  by  the  subject  that 
they  could  be  covered  with  iron  railroad  rails.  This  idea  at  once  suggested 
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itself  as  of  value  to  each  and  although  Mr.  Toomey  is  a  good  scholar  and  a 
great  reader,  also  endowed  with  lots  of  mother  wit  and  the  knowledge  gained 
by  hard  knocks  from  the  world,  he  eventually  gave  the  Confederates  the  ideas 
which  led  to  the  building  of  the  iron-clad  “Merrimac,”  as  above  stated. 

In  the  early  spring  of  1861  he  was  ordered  to  report  for  drill  three  days 
a  week  with  a  Confederate  company  being  organized;  the  order  came  to  re¬ 
port  on  a  Thursday  morning,  but  when  the  time  for  the  drill  arrived  he  was 
far  on  his  way  to  Cairo,  Illinois,  but  he  had  very  little  money,  not  being  able 
to  collect  his  wages.  He  developed  the  idea,  born  in  argument  with  his  rebel 
friend,  and  on  his  tramp  from  Cairo  to  New  York  he  outlined  his  ideas  to 
the  men  of  intelligence  with  whom  he  came  in  contact  and  whom  he  considered 
would  be  able  to  impart  the  knowledge  to  the  proper  persons  who  might  util¬ 
ize  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  government,  and  it  is  on  record 
that  the  noted  inventor,  John  Ericsson,  who  developed  the  ironclad  “Monitor,” 
always  claimed  that  it  was  the  idea  of  some  unknown  person,  and  although 
England  built  the  first  ironclad  battleship,  Mr.  Toomey  feels  that  he  has  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  they  developed  the  idea  of  an  Irish-American  laborer. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  New  York  City,  Mr.  Toomey,  in  1861,  shipped  on  a 
boat  bound  for  California  as  a  coal  heaver,  but  by  a  fortunate  circumstance 
was  employed  as  wiper  in  the  engine  room.  While  in  California  he  worked 
on  a  farm.  Leaving  that  state  in  1864  for  New  York,  he  landed  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  the  following  winter  and  located  at  Arlington,  where  he  bought 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  making  his  home  on  this  farm  until  1894,  when 
he  sold  out  and  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  16 
and  forty  acres  in  section  20,  Illyria  township,  and  he  owns  this  farm  at 
present.  In  1904  he  moved  from  his  farm  to  a  house  on  the  farm  of  his  son- 
in-law  in  the  outskirts  of  Wadena,  where  he  still  resides.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  his  life  work,  considering  the  hard  time  he  had  getting  started, 
and  now  in  his  old  age  he  is  very  comfortably  fixed,  as  he  well  deserves  to  be, 
and  he  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  neighbors  and  all  who  know  him. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church  and  faithful 
in  his  support  of  the  same.  In  1865  Mr.  Toomey  married  Mary  Leahy,  who 
was  born  in  county  Tipperary,  Ireland,  November  10,  1838,  the  daughter  of 
Timothy  and  Mary  (Dwyer)  Leahy,  natives  of  that  county,  also.  The  father 
died  in  Ireland.  Mrs.  Leahy  and  four  of  six  children,  of  whom  Mary  was 
the  eldest,  came  to  America  in  i860.  The  family  located  in  Syracuse,  New 
York,  where  they  remained  until  1864,  when  they  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  and  bought  land  in  Fairfield  township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toomey  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely:  Annie 
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J.,  who  has  remained  single,  is  at  home  with  her  parents;  Minnie  E.,  born 
December  25,  1868,  married,  October  7,  1891,  John  C.  Corkery,  who  was  born 
July  5,  1862,  ip  Illinois,  and  he  is  the  son  of  John  and  Ellen  (Barrett)  Cork¬ 
ery,  natives  of  Cork,  Ireland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Corkery  live  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-seven  acres  in  sections  27  and  34,  Illyria  township,  just 
outside  the  town  of  Wadena.  They  are  the  parents  of  nine  children :  Henry 
L.,  Francis  J.,  William  E.,  Richard  M.,  Ellen  R.,  Kathaleen  M.,  Edna  E.  and 
Erma  E.  (twins)  and  Anna  B.  The  third  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dennis 
Toomey  was  Margaret  C.,  who  is  living  at  home,  and  the  youngest  child,  Pat¬ 
rick  W.,  lives  on  the  home  farm. 


JOHN  H.  MATTOCKS. 

Although  a  young  man,  John  H.  Mattocks  is  considered  one  of  Illyria 
township’s  most  progressive  and  substantial  citizens,  having  demonstrated 
what  perseverance,  rightly-applied  energy  and  good  principles  can  accomplish 
if  properly  directed.  He  is  the  scion  of  an  old  and  highly  honored  family, 
the  good  name  of  which  he  has  ever  sought  to  keep  untarnished,  therefore, 
he  enjoys  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know  him.  He  was  born  in 
Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  January  31,  1870,  and  was  educated 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community.  He  is  the  son  of  Wilder  M. 
and  Anna  E.  (Henderson)  Mattocks,  the  former  born  in  Mercer  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  May  24,  1834,  and  the  latter  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey.  Mr.  Mat¬ 
tocks  came  to  Marion  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  about  1848.  After  re¬ 
maining  here  a  year,  they  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  but  about  1852  or  1853 
came  back  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Fayette  county.  They  made  the  three  trips 
overland  in  old-time  covered  wagons.  They  owned  a  horse  that  made  the 
three  trips.  Upon  their  second  trip  they  purchased  a  farm  in  Pleasant  Valley 
township,  later  buying  a  farm  in  Illyria  township,  where  they  spent  the  re¬ 
maining  years  of  their  lives.  Wilder  M.  Mattocks  made  his  home  on  the  farm 
with  his  parents  until  he  married  Anna  E.  Henderson,  just  previous  to  the 
commencement  of  the  Civil  war,  about  i860.  In  1862  he  proved  his  patriot¬ 
ism. by  enlisting  in  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  had  two 
brothers  and  three  brothers-in-law,  who  served  throughout  the  war,  all  enlist¬ 
ing  from  Fayette  county,  but  not  in  the  same  regiment.  They  all  lived  to  re¬ 
turn  home  after  the  war;  only  one  of  them  was  wounded,  W.  B.  Warner,  of 
Clermont,  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson.  The  elder  Mattocks  bought  a  farm 
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during  or  just  previous  to  the  Civil  war  in  Illyria  township.  After  return¬ 
ing  from  the  army,  he  lived  on  this  farm  until  about  1872,  when  he  sold  out 
and  bought  a  farm  near  Hawkeye,  where  Mrs.  Mattocks  died  in  March,  1873, 
leaving  four  children,  one  having  died  in  infancy.  About  1875  he  sold  out 
and  moved  to  his  mother’s  farm  in  Illyria  township,  which  he  bought  at  the 
death  of  his  mother  and  on  which  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life.  This  farm, 
consisting  of  eighty  acres  in  section  11,  was  one  of  the  best  improved  in  this 
locality.  Upon  the  death  of  the  elder  Mattocks,  his  sons,  W.  D.  and  John  H., 
purchased  the  place,  which  they  managed  successfully  until  the  summer  of 
1902  when  they  sold  it. 

Wilder  M.  Mattocks  was  a  member  of  West  Union  Post  of  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic.  He  was  not  a  public  man,  but  took  much  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  his  community.  His  death  occurred  in  1899.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilder  M.  Mattocks  the  following  children  were  born :  Elvira  is  the 
wife  of  J.  C.  Curtis,  of  Jennings,  Oklahoma;  Allie  E.  is  the  wife  of  John  John¬ 
son,  of  near  Guilder,  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  John  H.,  of  this  review;  William 
D.  lives  on  a  farm  near  Wadena,  Iowa. 

The  parents  of  Wilder  M.  Mattocks,  Daniel  G.  and  Elizabeth  (Hahn) 
Mattocks,  were  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  former  dying  about  1872, 
the  latter  surviving  until  about  1882.  Of  the  nine  children  born  to  them,  five 
are  still  living,  namely  :  Mrs.  Adelia  Warner,  of  Clermont,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Aurelia 
Payne,  of  Wall  Lake,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Elmina  Babcock,  of  Idaho;  Jason  lives  in 
Portland,  Oregon ;  Ross  lives  at  Jennings,  Oklahoma. 

John  H.  Mattocks,  of  this  sketch,  made  his  home  with  his  father  until 
he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  at  which  time  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand,  working  out  part  of  the  time  and  for  his  father  part  of  the  time  until 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  when  he  began  work  for  himself.  The  first  land  he 
or  his  brothers  owned  was  the  home  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  they  bought 
in  1900.  They  sold  out  in  1902  and  in  1903  they  bought  one  hundred  and 
ninety-seven  acres  in  sections  26  and  27,  Illyria  township.  In  1909  John  H. 
sold  his  interest  to  his  brother  and  bought  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
acres,  known  as  the  Gilson  farm,  fifty-six  acres  in  section  6,  Illyria  township, 
the  balance  in  section  31,  Pleasant  Valley  township.  He  is  a  very  painstaking 
farmer  and  keeps  his  place  well  improved  and  he  deserves  to  rank  among  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  the  county,  for  he  is  always  fully  abreast  of  the  times. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mattocks  is  a  Republican,  but  in  county  politics  he  votes 
independently.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows,  Lodge  No.  723,  of  Wadena,  also  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 
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On  February  24,  1909,  he  married  Ida  A.  Rothlisberger,  who  was  born 
October  15,  1871,  in  this  township.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Simon  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Neuenschwander)  Rothlisberger,  natives  of  Switzerland.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Mattocks  have  no  children. 


FRIEDERICH  VAGTS. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  Dover  township  are  well  represented  by  the 
subject  of  this  review,  who  is  one  of  the  practical  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
his  section  of  Fayette  county.  Like  many  other  successful  self-made  men  of 
Iowa,  he  is  an  American  by  adoption  only,  being  a  native  of  Germany,  from 
whence  came  so  much  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  this  great  western  republic. 
Wherever  known  the  German  type  is  noted  for  thrift  and  enterprise,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  mention  being  no  exception  to  this  rule. 

Friederich  Vagts  was  born  in  Germany  on  February  14,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  John  and  Anna  (Pape)  Vagts,  also  natives  of  the  Fatherland  and  who 
never  left  their  native  community.  The  subject  was  reared  by  his  parents  and 
secured  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land.  At  the  age  of  eighteen 
years  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  employed  at  farm  work.  In  1878  he  came  to  Dover  township, 
Fayette  county,  locating  on  the  farm  on  Which  he  now  resides,  just  south  of 
Eldorado.  His  original  farm  comprised  eighty-eight  and  a  half  acres,  but 
as  he  has  prospered  he  has  added  to  his  landed  possessions  until  his  present 
holdings  amount  to  four  hundred  acres,  all  located  in  this  township.  He  has 
been  a  hard  worker  and  has  carried  on  a  diversified  system  of  agriculture,  in 
connection  with  which  he  has  engaged  extensively  in  stock  business,  raising 
cattle  and  hogs,  the  latter  being  thoroughbred  Poland-China.  He  has  made 
many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  on  the  place,  which  has  been 
maintained  at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  productiveness,  so  that  he  has 
been  enabled  to  realize  a  maximum  of  results  in  return  for  his  labor. 

In  1879  Mr.  Vagts  was  united  in  marriage  with  Rosa  Schatz,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lawrence  Schatz,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  to  them  have  been  born  the 
following  children:  Subenia  (Mrs.  H.  Gross),  Emma  (Mrs.  W.  Lanes), 
Fritz,  Freda,  Evalt  and  Lawrence,  the  four  last  named  being  at  home  assisting 
in  the  operation  of  the  farm. 

Politically,  Mr.  Vagts  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party  and 
is  rendering  efficient  service  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  directors. 
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Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  Which  he  gives  an  earn¬ 
est  and  liberal  support.  Mr.  Vagts  deserves  much  credit  for  what  he  has 
accomplished.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker  and  has  succeeded  despite  early 
disadvantages,  until  today  he  is  one  of  the  county’s  most  representative  agri¬ 
culturists.  He  enjoys  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  this  part  of  the 
county  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  because  of  his  sterling  character  and  honesty 
of  his  motives. 

Lawrence  Schatz,  father  of  Mrs.  Vagts,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  the  fifties,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania.  Eventually 
he  moved  to  Lawrenceburg,  Indiana,  where  he  was  variously  employed.  In 
1868  he  came  to  Iowa,  settling  where  his  son,  George  Schatz,  now  resides. 
After  residing  at  different  places,  he  settled  in  Eldorado,  but  subsequently  went 
to  Oregon,  and  then  to  California  where  he  resided  for  a  time.  Eventually 
he  returned  to  Eldorado,  where  his  death  occurred.  Mr.  Schatz  was  a  soldier 
on  behalf  of  his  adopted  country  during  the  Civil  war,  enlisting  in  1862  in  an 
Indiana  command.  Near  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  wounded  in  the  neck 
and  spent  some  time  in  a  hospital,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home.  He 
was  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  enjoyed  a  high  standing  wherever 
he  lived. 


C.  F.  BECKER. 

The  most  elaborate  history  is  necessarily  an  abridgment,  the  historian 
being  compelled  to  select  his  facts  and  materials  from  a  multitude  of  details. 
So  in  every  life  of  honor  and  usefulness  the  biographer  finds  no  dearth  of  in¬ 
cident,  and  yet  in  summing  up  the  career  of  any  man  the  writer  needs  touch 
only  the  most  salient  points,  giving  only  the  keynote  of  the  character,  but  elim¬ 
inating  much  that  is  superfluous.  Consequently,  in  calling  the  reader’s  at¬ 
tention  to  the  life  record  of  the  worthy  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  para¬ 
graph  no  attempt  shall  be  made  to  recount  all  the  important  acts  in  his  useful 
life,  nor  recite  every  interesting  incident  in  his  commendable  career,  for  it  is 
deemed  that  only  a  few  of  them  will  suffice  to  show  him  to  be  eminently 
worthy  of  a  place  in  this  volume  along  with  his  fellows  of  high  standing  and 
recognized  worth. 

C.  F.  Becker,  the  well-known  and  well-liked  cashier  of  the  Citizens  State 
Bank  at  Elgin,  Fayette  county,  was  born  two  and  one-fourth  miles  east  of 
Arlington,  Fairfield  township,  this  county,  on  July  30,  i860,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Frederick  and  Sophia  (Miller)  Becker,  an  honored  and  influential  family  of 
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that  place,  the  father  having  been  born  in  Gutenberg,  Germany,  and  the 
mother  at  Eospringer,  Baden,  Germany.  The  father  came  to  America  when 
only  fourteen  years  of  age,  unaccompanied,  located  first  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  then  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
soon  got  a  good  start  and  he  has  since  resided  continuously  in  this  county, 
now  having  a  good  farm  and  a  very  pleasant  home.  His  wife  was  seventeen 
years  old  when  she  came  to  the  United  States,  having  accompanied  her  brother 
here,  they  coming  direct  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  here  she  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity,  received  her  education  and  met  and  married  Mr.  Becker. 

C.  F.  Becker  received  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education,  having  at¬ 
tended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  community,  later  taking  a  preparatory 
course  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette  and  then  attended  the  academy 
at  Iowa  City.  Deciding  on  a  business  career,  after  having  worked  at  farming 
on  the  home  place  during  the  summers  of  many  years,  he  went  to  Pough¬ 
keepsie,  New  York,  and  took  a  commercial  course,  graduating  there  with  an 
excellent  record  in  1882.  He  soon  afterward  returned  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  then  went  to  Grand  Island,  Nebraska,  where  he  clerked  for  some  time, 
then  came  to  Clermont,  Iowa,  and  clerked  there  about  eight  years,  then  in 
September,  1892,  he  became  cashier  of  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  at  Elgin,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  and  has  continued  to  worthily  and  satisfactorily  discharge  the 
duties  of  that  responsible  position  to  the  present  time,  the  numerous  patrons 
of  this  popular  bank  ever  finding  him  obliging  and  courteous  and  well  qualified 
by  education  and  innate  ability  to  fill  such  an  important  place.  He  has  been 
very  successful  in  a  business  way  and  he  is  a  stockholder  and  treasurer  of  the 
Elgin  Canning  Company,  a  large  and  growing  concern  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Becker  was  married  on  May  13,  1885,  to  Alice  A.  Ford,  of  an  ex¬ 
cellent  and  well  established  family  at  Clermont,  this  county,  where  she  was 
reared  and  educated  and  where  she  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Becker  the  following  interesting  family  has  been  born :  Ray  A.  gradu¬ 
ated  from  the  medical  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University  in  1910, 
where  he  made  an  excellent  record  and  is  exceptionally  well  equipped  for  his 
chosen  calling.  Harry  F.  Becker  is  living  on  his  father’s  farm,  devoting  his 
attention  to  agriculture;  Clarence  and  Lewis  F.  are  also  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  circle. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Becker  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  also  the  Legion  of  Honor. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  been  school  director  of  his  district 
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for  many  years.  No  man  in  this  part  of  the  county  stands  higher  in  public 
esteem  than  Mr.  Becker,  having  always  led  a  life  of  uprightness  and  been 
strictly  honest  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  besides  aiding  in  any  way  possible  the 
advancement  of  his  community. 


DANIEL  PROCTOR. 

Toi  many  years  the  farmer  was  apparently  downtrodden  and  oppressed. 
He  seemed  to  be  exploited  by  every  capitalist  and  middleman;  poverty  was 
his  lot ;  he  was  in  the  rut,  seemingly  never  to  get  anywhere  else.  Now,  how 
different  his  position.  Bountiful  crops  and  the  increasing  needs  of  the  coun¬ 
try  have  placed  the  farmer  in  a  situation  where  he  is  envied  by  all.  Prices 
are  high,  his  land  has  doubled  in  value;  his  barns  are  overflowing  and  the 
fai  mers  ai  e  today  the  most  independent  class  in  the  country. 

Daniel  Proctor  was  born  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  September  14,  1848, 
the  son  of  Nathan  R.  Proctor,  born  July  24,  1820,  at  Ames,  Athens  county, 
Ohio,  and  Lucy  Ann  (Perkins)  Proctor,  born  at  Northampton,  Portage 
county,  Ohio.  His  father  married,  for  his  second  wife,  Susan  Collins,  who 
as  born  at  Charleston,  Portage  county,  Ohio.  His  paternal  grandparents 
were  Henry  Proctor,  born  April  16,  1789,  at  Danvers,  Essex  county,  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  and  Electa  (Rice)  Proctor,  born  at  Brookfield,  Worcester  county, 
Massachusetts,  April  8,  179°-  His  father  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  followed  farming.  He  came  west  in  1854  and  located  on  the  farm  which 
Daniel  now  owns,  which  he  improved  and  made  his  home  on  until  his  death. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served,  among  other  campaigns,  at  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  died  at 
Camp  Carlton,  New  Orleans,  of  fever.  Nearly  half  of  his  company  died 
the  same  way.  He  was  a  brave  and  efficient  soldier.  He  reared  two  chil¬ 
dren,  Daniel  and  one  daughter. 

Daniel  Proctor  was  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  has  always  lived 
on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  has  improved  greatly  and  added  to  until  it 
now  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  Like  the  wisest  farmers, 
he  devotes  his  farm  largely  to  livestock  and  makes  a  specialty  of  hogs  and 
dairying.  He  was  married  April  20,  1873,  to  Mary  McFadden,  daughter  of 
Thomas  McFadden,  of  Fayette  county.  They  are  the  parents  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren :  Lucy  E.,  Lillie  M.,  Kate  E.,  Charles  R.,  Mertie  (deceased),  Henry 
E.,  Pearl  S.  and  Lyle  M. 
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Mr.  Proctor  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  a  Republican,  has  been  school  director  and  the  just  confidence  which  his 
neighbors  have  in  him  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  they  have  elected  him  to  the 
office  of  township  trustee  for  the  last  four  terms.  He  is  in  every  way  one 
of  the  township’s  most  substantial  citizens. 


WALTER  PRITCHARD. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  is  Walter  Pritchard,  owner  of  one  of  the  banner  farms  of  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  and  who  has  come  to  us  from  the  far-away  little  country  of  Wales, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Breconshire,  that  country,  on  November  17, 
1844.  He  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Wales  and  spent  one  term 
in  school  in  Pennsylvania.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Esther  (Price) 
Pritchard,  both  natives  of  Breconshire,  Wales.  They  left  their  native  coun¬ 
try  in  June,  1855,  and  came  to  America,  locating  in  Tremont,  Schuylkill 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  one  year,  then  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  in  June,  1856,  where  the  elder  Pritchard  purchased  seventy  acres  in 
section  18,  Illyria  township,  and  remained  there  one  year.  Then  he  sold  out 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  section  8,  of  this  township,  later 
adding  ninety-one  acres  to  his  first  purchase,  and  here  the  parents  made  their 
home  until  their  deaths.  The  father  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows  in  Wales,  but  did  not  join  this  lodge  after  coming  to  America. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  never  an  office  seeker.  His  family  con¬ 
sisted  of  three  children,  namely:  Walter,  of  this  review;  Ann,  wife  of  W. 
H.  McGee,  of  Illyria  township;  Mary,  wife  of  George  Follensbee,  who  re¬ 
sides  on  the  Pritchard  homestead  in  Illyria  township.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  on  May  11,  1864,  when  forty-four  years  of  age.  William 
Pritchard,  the  father,  was  born  July  4,  1813,  died  February  13,  1891. 

Walter  Pritchard,  of  this  review,  remained  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he 
was  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when  he  moved  to  a  forty-acre  farm  of  wild  land 
which  his  father  gave  him  in  section  17,  Illyria  township,  also  bought  three 
acres  more  in  order  to  get  a  proper  outlet  to  the  highway.  The  only  dwelling 
on  this  place  was  a  small  log  house,  with  clap-board  roof.  After  living  on 
this  farm  one  year,  he  sold  it  and  bought  eighty  acres  in  section  5,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  added  to  his  original  purchase  at  different 
times,  until  he  had  two  hundred  acres.  Of  this  amount  he  gave  his  son,  Wil- 
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son  W.,  fifty  acres. ^  The  subject  also  bought  eighty-one  acres,  forty  in  sec¬ 
tion  32,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  and  forty-one  in  section  5,  Illyria  town¬ 
ship.  which  he  gave  his  son  William.  He  has  always  carried  on  diversified 
farming,  and  he  retired  from  active  farm  work  three  years  ago  and  now  rents 

his  place  to  his  son  Wilson.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  held 
office. 

On  October  28,  1865,  Walter  Pritchard  married  Ann  Wilson,  who  was 
born  in  county  Durham,  England,  March  10,  1847,  the  daughter  of  Chris¬ 
topher  and  Jane  (Morras)  Wilson,  natives  of  England,  the  father  born  Octo- 
bei  26,  1823,  and  the  mother  in  1824.  They  came  to  America  in  June,  1852, 
locating  at  once  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  * 
acres  in  sections  9  and  16,  Illyria  township,  later  purchased  forty  acres  in 
section  15,  later  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  acres  in  sections  9 
and  16,  also  owned  a  half  section  in  Cherokee  county,  Iowa.  Mr.  Wilson 
continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  in  Illyria  township  until  his  death,  February 
27,  1885.  Mrs.  Wilson  died  August  20,  1872,  leaving  seven  children,  namely : 
Mrs.  Ann  Pritchard;  William  M.,  who  lives  in  Union  township;  Judith, 
who  died  in  1909,  when  fifty-three  years  old;  Christopher  H.  lives  in  sec¬ 
tion  17..  Illyria  township;  John  lives  in  section  5,  Illyria  township;  Joseph 

lives  in  Fayette,  Iowa;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Hunsberger,  of  Illvria 
township. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pritchard  are  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  namely:  Esther,  born  in  October,  1866,  wife  of  John  Langerman, 
of  Westfield  township;  Jane,  born  February  23,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  J.  F. 
Dickinson,  of  Westfield  township,  and  has  two  sons,  Ralph  M.  and  Harry 
E.;  William  Pritchard,  born  June  9,  1870,  married  Beula  Baldwin,  lives  in 
Illyria  township  and  has  one  child,  Walter  A. ;  Wilson  W„  born  November 
25>  married  Della  Butler,  and  they  have  one  child,  Roscoe  D. ;  Mary 

D„  born  November  11,  1873,  died  August  13,  1892;  Stella  A.,  born  April 
3,  1876,  is  the  wife  of  George  Baldwin,  lives  in  Illyria  township  and  has 
three  children,  Albert,  Clarence  and  Clinton. 


GEORGE  FOLENSBEE. 

In  every  locality  no  class  of  people  are  more  respected  or  stand 
higher  as  a  whole  than  the  country-bred  sons,  for  it  is  from  the  farm  that 
spring  the  substantial  men  of  the  land.  If  we  will  review  the  lives  of  many 
of  the  men  who  have  a  place  in  our  country’s  history,  we  will  find  that  they 
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received  their  early  training  amidst  the  wholesome  influence  of  the  farm 
fireside. 

While  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  not  attained  a  high  degree  of  promi¬ 
nence,  he  has  the  right  to  claim  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  and  he  does 
rank  among  the  leading  citizens  and  farmers  in  his  native  county  in  point 
of  clean  character,  which  is  the  keynote  of  a  successful  life.  He  is  one  whose 
life  has  been  linked  with  that  of  the  pleasant  environments  of  the  farm  from 
his  infancy.  He  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  Sep¬ 
tember  17,  1859,  the  oldest  living  son  in  a  family  of  six  children,  and  has 
had  a  continuous  residence  in  this  county.  His  parents,  Dexter  and  Isa¬ 
belle  (Meikle)  Folensbee,  located  here  about  1855  and  had  a  share  in  as¬ 
sisting  in  the  growth  and  improvement  of  Fayette  county. 

Dexter  Folensbee  was  born  in  Enfield,  New  Hampshire,  March  3,  1823. 
His  wife  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  the  place  of  her  birth  being  near  Edin¬ 
burgh,  and  the  year  1826.  When  Isabelle  Meikle  was  a  maiden  of  fifteen 
summers,  she,  in  company  with  her  parents,  embarked  to  America,  little  re¬ 
alizing  perhaps,  that  in  this  foreign  country  she  was  to  meet  her  husband. 
A  little  prior  to  her  arrival  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  her  parents  set¬ 
tled,  young  Folensbee’s  parents  had  come  from  the  New  England  states,  both 
families  locating  on  nearby  farms.  Here  these  young  people  grew  up  and 
a  romance  began  which  resulted  in  their  marriage,  in  April,  1846.  About 
ten  years  later  they  came  to  Iowa  and  remained  for  a  short  time  at  Lima,  in 
Westfield  township,  when  they  removed  to  Illyria  township  and  located  on 
a  farm  of  forty  acres  which  he  entered  in  section  20.  They  lived  here  eight 
or  ten  years  and,  selling  their  property  to  a  good  advantage,  they  bought  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  sections  18  and  19,  which  they  made 
their  residence  until  they  passed  away.  Dexter  Folensbee  died  July  31, 
1891,  his  wife  expiring  November  14,  1885.  They  were  adherents  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and,  although  deprived  of  present-day  church  affiliations,  they  wor¬ 
shipped  within  their  home  and  lived  every-day  lives  consistent  for  a  follower 
of  God.  Politically,  Mr.  Folensbee  was  a  Whig.  Later  he  became  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  assisted  local  politics  by  efficiently  holding  several  minor  township 
offices.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  two  died  quite 
young.  Those  living  are  Mrs.  Jennette  Eller,  the  oldest;  George,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Frank  Folensbee,  and  Mrs.  Adelia  Shepard,  who  reside  in 
Westfield  township. 

George  Folensbee  remained  with  his  parents  and  assisted  with  the  farm 
duties  until  his  marriage.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  concluded  to 
accept  responsibility  and  began  renting  land  and  working  it  in  connection  with 
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that  of  his  parents.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  September  16,  1886, 
to  Mary  E.  Pritchard,  he  took  up  his  abode  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  acres 
in  Illyria  township,  section  8,  which  was  a  gift  to  his  wife  from  her  parents, 
William  and  Esther  (Price)  Pritchard,  it  being  the  old  homestead  of  her 
parents,  and  on  which  she  has  lived  since  less  than  one  year  of  age.  They 
keep  it  in  the  best  of  condition  and  it  may  truly  be  said  that  it  is  a  valuable 
piece  of  property.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Folensbee  had  educational  advantages  alike, 
both  having  received  the  instruction  that  the  district  school  offered.  They 
are  the  proud  parents  of  one  child,  a  daughter-  of  education  and  many  ac¬ 
complishments.  She  was  born  October  6,  1887.  Mr.  Folensbee  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican.  He  has  never  taken  an  active  interest  in  office  seeking,  but  prefers 
studying  the  issues  at  hand  and  voting  as  behooves  the  honest  American 
citizen. 


ALBERT  P.  JOHNSON. 

With  a  reputation  of  an  honorable,  upright  man,  industrious,  temperate, 
economical  and  in  every  way  exemplary  in  his  every-day  life  and  conduct, 
Albert  P.  Johnson,  of  Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  has  performed 
well  his  part  as  a  factor  of  the  body  politic  and  no  one  questions  his  standing 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  He  was  born  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  February  13,  1848, 
and,  having  come  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  when  a  boy,  received  most  of  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  here,  with  three  terms  in  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Fayette.  He  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  N.  and  Eliza  (Sears)  Johnson, 
the  former  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  August  6,  1803,  and  the  latter  born 
in  the  Empire  state  on  July  10,  1806.  They  were  both  reared  on  farms  arid 
married  in  their  native  state,  after  which  event  they  moved  to  McHenry 
county,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Johnson  bought  a  farm  and  lived  until  1853,  when 
they  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  forty  acres  each  in  sections  6  and  7,  Smithfield  township,  and 
eighty  acres  in  Harlan  township,  a  part  of  this  farm  being  owned  at  present 
by  their  son,  the  subject. 

Politically,  Mr.  Johnson  was  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Congregational  church  and  a  deacon  in  the  same  for  many 
years,  having  always  been  a  regular  attendant  on  church  services.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Benjamin  N.  Johnson  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Albert 
P.  of  this  review  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth;  three  of  these  children  are 
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living,  namely:  William  S.,  who  was  born  October  24,  1834,  and  resides  in 
Wichita,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Nancy  Hulbert,  born  May  31,  1838,  lives  a)  Norwalk, 
California;  Albert  P.,  of  this  review.  The  father  of  these  children  was  called 
from  his  labors  on  November  22,  1885,  having  been  preceded  to  the  grave 
by  his  wife  in  October,  1862. 

Albert  P.  Johnson  made  his  home  with  his  father  on  the  farm  until  the 
fall  of  1876,  when  he  rented  a  farm  for  about  a  year  and  a  half.  In' the 
spring  of  1878  he  returned  to  the  home  place  and  rented  it  of  his  father,  and 
he  lived  on  this  place  in  a  house  'which  he  built  upon  moving  there,  until  1884, 
when  he  rented  the  adjoining  farm  and  moved  onto  it,  remaining  there  until 
the  spring  of  1887,  when  he  returned  to  the  home  farm,  which  he  bought  in 
1892,  and,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1903  and  1904,  he  has  continued 
to  make  his  home  on  the  farm.  During  the  period  referred  to  he  spent  two 
years  in  Oelwein,  Iowa.  Mr.  Johnson  made  a  great  success  of  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising,  and  he  retired  from  active  farm  work  in  the  spring 
of  1910. 

Politically,  Mr.  Johnson  is  an  independent  voter,  believing  in  men  rather 
than  party  platforms,  and  he  has  never  held  political  office.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Brotherhood  of  American  Yoemen,  Lodge  No.  51,  of  Maynard,  Iowa. 
He  and  his  wife  were  formerly  members  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  but 
at  present  they  are  not  members  of  any  denomination. 

On  October  16,  1872,  Mr.  Johnson  married  Helen  Bunton,  who  was 
born  at  Union,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  July  4,  1852.  She  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  of  Fayette,  Far^ette  county,  Iowa.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Willis  T.  and  Hila  H.  (Farris)  Bunton,  natives  of  London,  Laurel 
county,  Kentucky,  the  father  born  April  11,  1805,  and  the  mother  on  January 
5,  1810.  They  were  married  in  Kentucky,  later  moving  to  Illinois,  thence  to 
Wisconsin,  and  finally  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  on  government  land, 
three  miles  south  of  West  Union.  The  death  of  Mr.  Bunton  occurred  on  July 
19,  1890,  and  that  of  Mrs.  Bunton  on  July  19,  1870.  Mrs.  Johnson  is  the 
eleventh  of  a  family  of  twelve  children,  and  she  is  the  sister  of  L.  M.  Bunton, 
of  West  Union  township.  Two  sons  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John¬ 
son,  Ernest  B.,  born  March  17,  1878,  and  Willis  B.,  born  September  12,  1873, 
who  lives  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  is  connected  with  the  Des  Moines  Silo  Com¬ 
pany,  and  is  secretary  of  the  Iowa  State  Dairy  Association.  After  graduating 
from  the  Fayette  Business  College,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Ames  College 
of  Agriculture  in  dairying;  he  was  assistant  state  dairy  commissioner  for 
several  years,  but  resigned  that  important  post  in  1910.  Ernest  B.  Johnson 
resides  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  After  completing  his  education,  he  took  up 


896 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


the  study  of  music,  both  vocal  and  instrumental,  and  he  is  considered  an  expert 
piano  tuner,  the  best  in  the  Twin  Cities,  and  as  a  teacher  of  vocal  and  instru¬ 
mental  music  and  as  a  composer  of  popular  music  he  has  won  an  envied  repu¬ 
tation.  Both  he  and  his  brother  are  young  men  of  exceptional  ability,  and, 
judging  by  their  marked  success  in  the  past,  the  future  will  doubtless  crown 
them  with  many  additional  laurels. 


EDWARD  C.  DORLAND. 

Edward  C.  Dorlancl,  now  deceased,  was  an  enterprising  business  man 
and  influential  citizen  of  West  Union.  He  was  wide-awake,  energetic  and 
abreast  of  the  times  in  all  that  concerns  the  material  prosperity  of  the  city 
and  the  social  and  moral  welfare  of  the  populace.  He  has  been  much  in  the 
public  eye  and  his  great  personal  popularity  was  indicative  of  the  high  esteem 
in  which  he  was  held  by  his  fellow  men,  his  death,  on  June  23,  1910,  being 
greatly  deplored  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Ed  C.  Dorland  was  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  a  son  of  John 
and  Sarah  (Schrack)  Dorland,  both  born  in  Richland  county,  Ohio.  These 
parents  came  to  West  Union  in  October,  1852,  but  shortly  after  their  arrival 
moved  to  a  farm,  where  the  father’s  death  occurred  in  1865,  his  widow  sub¬ 
sequently  becoming  the  wife  of  Volney  N.  Brown,  an  ex-soldier  of  the  Civil 
war,  with  whom  she  is  still  living,  both  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of 
about  eighty  years. 

The  Dorlands  were  very  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county  and  their 
descendants  are  now  numbered  among  the  esteemed  and  substantial  men  and 
women  of  their  respective  communities.  James  Dorland,  the  first  of  the 
name  to  move  to  this  part  of  the  state,  died  in  1864  previous  to  the  arrival  of 
his  family  from  Ohio.  Among  his  children  who  afterwards  became  well 
known  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  their  different  places  of  resi¬ 
dence  were:  John,  father  of  the  subject;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Gruver,  Daniel  W., 
Cornelius,  Clermont  V.  and  Mrs.  Mary  Herriman,  all  deceased,  Mrs.  Herri- 
man,  the  last  of  the  family,  departing  this  life  in  the  year  1909. 

The  surviving  children  of  John  and  Sarah  Dorland  are  three  in  number, 
namely:  James  Charles,  of  Sioux  Rapids,  Iowa;  Mrs.  Anna  Caldwell,  who 
lives  at  Fort  Dodge,  and  George  F.,  a  farmer  of  Spencer  county,  this  state, 
all  well  settled  in  life  and  greatly  interested  in  their  neighbors  and  friends. 


EDWARD  C.  BORLAND. 
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Ed  C.  Dorland  was  born  August  11,  1857,  on  the  home  farm  in  Cler¬ 
mont  township,  where  he  early  learned  those  lessons  of  industry  and  thrift 
which  characterized  his  life  from  that  time  to  its  close.  When  fourteen  years 
old  he  quit  his  studies  in  the  public  schools  to  begin  work  for  himself  and 
from  that  tender  age  he  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  During  the  first 
ten  years  of  his  independent  career  he  was  employed  in  a  hotel  as  chore  and 
general  utility  boy,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  time  turned  his  attention  to 
the  barber  trade,  in  which  he  soon  became  quite  proficient,  and  at  which  he 
worked  on  a  weekly  salary  during  the  seventeen  years  ensuing.  In  1881  he 
purchased  a  shop  of  his  own,  and  with  the  exception  of  two  years  this  had 
been  his  chief  occupation  subsequently,  although  becoming  identified  with 
various  other  business  enterprises  in  the  meantime.  In  1902  he  bought  the 
stand  formerly  owned  by  his  employer,  the  late  George  Thompson,  one  of  the 
finest  and  best  equipped  establishments  of  the  kind  in  the  city,  operating  three 
chairs  and  sparing  neither  pains  nor  expense  to  make  his  place  attractive  to  his 
customers.  In  connection  with  his  regular  business  he  was  also  proprietor 
of  a  fine  billiard  parlor,  containing  four  tables,  and  two  bowling  alleys,  both 
establishments  affording  a  pleasant  means  of  amusement  and  recreation  to 
the  young  men  of  the  town.  Ordinarily  he  gave  employment  to  three  assist¬ 
ants,  but  during  certain  seasons  the  services  of  several  more  were  required, 
his  place  being  the  most  popular  resort  of  this  kind  in  the  city  and  always 
conducted  in  a  quiet,  peaceable  manner,  meeting  the  approval  of  the  public. 

Mr.  Dorland's  business  ventures  were  quite  successful  and  he  was  one 
of  the  financially  solid  men  of  West  Union,  owning  several  valuable  properties 
in  the  city,  also  a  large  stone  livery  barn  and  two  dwelling  houses  which  rent 
at  liberal  figures,  besides  holding  considerable  stock  in  the  Fayette  National 
Bank,  of  which  institution  for  eleven  years  he  was  a  director. 

Beginning  life  without  capital  and  with  no  assistance  save  that  afforded 
by  a  sound  body,  willing  hands  and  a  laudable  ambition  to  succeed,  Mr.  Dor- 
land  made  the  most  of  his  opportunities  and  the  competency  which  he  ac¬ 
quired  and  the  honorable  place  which  he  had  attained  in  business  circles  were 
due  entirely  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  In  the  true  sense  of  the  term  he  was 
a  self-made  man  and  as  such  exerted  a  wholesome  influence  among  his  fellow 
townsmen  and  was  ready  to  lend  his  assistance  to  enterprises  and  measures 
having  for  their  object  the  general  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  re¬ 
sided. 

Mr.  Dorland  was  married  on  January  16,  1882,  to  Eva  St.  Clair  Brewer, 
daughter  of  John  S.  and  Charlotte  (Seamons)  Brewer,  early  settlers  of  West 
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Union  and  among  the  highly  esteemed  residents  of  the  place.  These  patents 
died  in  this  city  some  years  ago  leaving  a  family  of  one  son  and  five  daughteis, 
namely:  Mrs.  W.  W.  Wirt;  Mrs.  N.  C.  Spencer;  Mrs.  D.  J.  Pdige ;  Mrs. 
William  McKinley;  John  S„  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorland  became  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  children.  Merle,  born  on  November  22,  1882,  now  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Nye,  and  Helen  Louise,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  7th  day  of  July, 

I  88O  • 

Mr  Dorland  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  and,  like  the  majority 

of  enterprising  men,  took  an  active  part  in  the  interest  of  secret  fraternal 
organizations.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellow  s 
for  about  twenty  years;  he  belonged  to  the  Masonic  brotherhood,  being  an  in¬ 
fluential  worker  in  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69 ;  Unity  Chapter,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  at  Elgin,  and  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  besides 
taking  a  leading  part  in  instituting  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge  m  West 
Union  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member  and  which  he  represented  at  differ¬ 
ent  times  in  the  grand  lodge  of  the  state.  He  was  honored  with  every  official 
position  within  the  gift  of  these  different  orders,  holding  the  office  ot  semoi 
warden  in  the  commandery  at  the  time  of  his  death  and  was  esteemed  very 

highly  by  his  brethren  at  home  and  wherever  known. 

&  In  1884,  with  F.  D.  Merritt,  Mr.  Dorland  was  instrumental  in  organ¬ 
izing  Company  G  of  the  Fourth  Regiment,  Iowa  State  Guard,  of  which  lie 
was  commissioned  second  lieutenant,  serving  in  that  capacity  for  a  penoc  o 
three  years.  In  addition  to  the  interest  he  ever  manifested  m  fraternal  work, 
Mr.  Dorland  kept  in  touch  with  the  business  life  of  the  city.  He  was  a 
charter  member  of  the  West  Union  Commercial  Club,  which  he  served  as  chair¬ 
man,  and  he  was  also  an  influential  factor  in  inaugurating  laudable  enterprises 
for  promoting  the  material  prosperity  of  the  city  of  his  residence.  He  was 
active  and  full  of  energy  and  a  gentleman  of  the  highest  integrity,  and  did 
much  for  the  general  welfare  of  West  Union  and  Fayette  county.  He  died 
in  the  prime  of  life.  There  is  no  doubt  that  had  he  lived  to  the  fullness  of  his 
years  he  would  have  enacted  a  still  greater  influence  upon  the  community. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Dorland,  expressions  of  regret  and 
sympathy  were  freely  given  on  all  sides,  and  among  the  formal  expressions 

were  the  following  extracts  from  resolutions  adopted  : 

West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  :  Where¬ 
as,  his  years  were  well  spent  in  exemplifying  the  teachings  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry  ■  Therefore,  be  it  resolved,  That  the  community  in  which  he  lived 
has  lost  a  respected  neighbor  and  citizen ;  that  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69 
misses  the  fellowship  of  a  well-beloved  brother,  and  that  lus  family  mourns 
the  departure  of  a  husband  and  father  who  was  faithful  and  tine. 
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Langridge  Commandery,  No.  47,  Knights  Templar:  “In  his  death  our 
commandery  has  lost  an  honored  and  valiant  knight,  his  family  a  true  and 
exemplary  husband  and  a  kind  and  indulgent  father,  and  the  community  an 
upright  and  highly  respected  citizen.  As  a  Mason,  he  was  faithful  and  true, 
as  a  citizen,  patriotic  and  honorable,  and  as  a  man  his  life  exemplified  his  be¬ 
lief  in  the  brotherhood  of  man.  Just  as  the  shadows  were  beginning  to 
lengthen  in  the  afternoon  of  his  life,  when  hope  was  still  at  flood  tide,  he  re¬ 
sponded  to  that  summons  which  we  all  must  obey,  with  courage  undaunted, 
but  the  influence  of  his  life  has  made  the  world  better." 

Board  of  directors  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank:  “The  bank 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  useful  officers,  who  for  twelve  years  gave  his  watchful 
care  over  the  affairs  of  said  bank,  as  one  of  its  directors.  We  deeply  deplore 
his  death  and  tender  our  deepest  sympathy  to  his  wife  and  family  in  their  hour 
of  bereavement." 


WILLIAM  McGEE. 

In  the  year  1849,  when  the  California  gold  fever  was  raging,  a  caravan 
might  have  been  seen  journeying  westward  from  the  more  thickly  settled 
country  of  the  eastern  borders  of  the  United  States.  The  passengers  in  this 
delegation  were  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Weir)  McGee,  with  their  several 
children.  They  came  from  Rhode  Island,  and  being  content  with  the  sur¬ 
roundings  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  they  stopped  near  Maynard  and  in  1850 
entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  and  here  continued  to  make 
their  permanent  residence.  As  time  went  on,  and  this  land  increased  in  value 
and  produced  abundant  crops,  Mr.  McGee  accptired  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  near  Maynard,  which  he  later  gave  to  his  sons,  Charles,  James,  Frank 
and  Ernest. 

Joseph  McGee  was  married  in  New  York  state  to  Elizabeth  Weir.  She 
was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  lived  until  the  last  day  of  August,  1882,  to  en¬ 
joy  the  blessings  of  home  and  family.  Mr.  McGee  is  a  veteran  in  the  Mexi¬ 
can  war  and  now,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-six  years,  he  enjoys  relating 
the  experiences  which  he  encountered.  These  good  people  followed  the  ad- 
monishings  of  the  Good  Book  to  “multiply  and  replenish  the  earth,"  for  unto 
them  were  born  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  survive,  as  follows :  The 
first  in  order  of  birth  is  William,  the  subject,  Mary  A.,  George,  James,  Ear¬ 
nest,  Frank,  and  Rachel,  who  remains  at  home  and  cares  for  her  aged  father. 
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William  McGee,  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  was  born 
at  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  November  20,  1842.  He- was  seven  years  of  age 
when  he  came  with  his  parents  to  this  county.  He  had  the  same  educational 
advantages  as  did  others  of  his  associates,  the  training  of  the  district  school 
of  Westfield  township.  As  a  boy  he  was  of  an  industrious  temperament  and 
when  not  assisting  with  the  farm  work  at  home  he  secured  employment  with 
neighboring  farmers,  staying  with  his  parents  when  work  was  slack  elsewhere. 
In  1863  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Calvary,  and 
served  three  years.  He  was  on  duty  for  the  western  frontier.  Upon  his 
return  he  again  assumed  the  duties  of  farm  labor,  and  on  November  11, 
1870,  he  was  happily  wedded  to  Anna  Pritchard,  who  was  born  February 
24,  1849,  in  Wales,  the  village  of  Breconshire,  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Esther  (Price)  Pritchard,  natives  of  Wales.  For  one  year  the  young  couple 
rented  sixty  acres,  located  near  Fayette,  the  property  of  his  brother.  At  the 
expiration  of  this  time  Mrs.  McGee’s  father  presented  her  with  fifty  acres  of 
land  in  section  8,  Illyria  township,  where  they  moved,  and  have  since  made 
their  place  of  abode.  Later  the  subject’s  father  deeded  to  him  forty  acres  111 
Westfield  township,  which  he  has  sold.  He  has  had  the  habit  of  renting 
ground  and  working  it  in  connection  with  his  own. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGee  have  had  four  offspring,  the  oldest  dying  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are  Frank  A.,  born  April  13,  1875,  married  April  3,  1905,  to 
Nellie  Jennings,  who  was  born  in  Westfield  township,  February  20,  1881, 
a  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Carmichael)  Jennings.  Frank  McGee  and 
wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Parker  J.,  born  July  26,  1908.  William 
E„  second  child,  born  November  28,  1876,  and  Mary  Ann,  born  March  11, 
1881,  and  who  both  reside  with  their  parents.  Frank  owns  and  lives  on  a 
farm  of  ninety  acres  in  Illyria  township  and  with  his  brother,  W  illiam,  for 

seven  years  operated  a  threshing  machine  outfit. 

Politically,  William  McGee  was  a  Democrat  until  after  the  war,  when 
he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party.  He  deserves  recognition  as  one 
of  Fayette  county’s  honorable  citizens. 


HENRY  SALISBURY. 

The  record  of  Mr.  Salisbury  is  that  of  a  man  who  by  his  own  unaided 
efforts  worked  his  way  from  a  modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  comparative 
affluence  and  influence  among  men  of  affairs.  His  life  has  been  of  unceasing 
industry  and  perseverance  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  methods  which 
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he  has  followed  have  won  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens 
of  Westfield  township.  Mr.  Salisbury  is  a  native  of  Winnebago  county,  Illi¬ 
nois,  where  he  was  born  on  the  5th  day  of  June,  1837-  He  is  a  son  of  Nelson 
and  Mary  (Paine)  Salisbury,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Delaware  county, 
New  York.  About  1832  they  migrated  to  Laporte  county,  Indiana,  where 
they  remained  until  1835'  when  they  moved  to  Winnebago  county,  Illinois. 
There  the  father  took  up  a  tract  of  government  land  and  at  once  entered  upon 
the  strenuous  task  of  clearing  it  and  developing  a  farm.  He  lived  but  a  few 
years  after  locating  there,  his  death  occurring  when  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  but  a  child.  The  widow  and  her  only  child,  the  subject,  lemamed 
on  the  Illinois  homestead  until  1855,  when  they  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Auburn  township.  In  i860  this  farm  was 
sold  and  from  1863  until  1868  Henry  Salisbury  was  at  various  points  in  the 
West.  In  the  year  last  named,  however,  he  returned  to  Fayette  county,  locat¬ 
ing  in  Bethel  township,  where  for  thirty  years  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  meeting  with  success  commensurate  with  his  efforts.  In  1900  Mr. 
Salisbury  came  to  Westfield  township  and  bought  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  good  land,  comprising  his  present  home  farm,  and  to  the  cultivation 
of  this  place  he  has  since  applied  his  energies.  He  is  a  man  of  advanced 
ideas,  thoroughly  up-to-date  in  his  methods  and  in  touch  with  t\\  entieth-cen- 
tury  thought  in  relation  to  the  science  of  husbandry.  He  has  erected  a  well- 
arranged  and  attractive  residence,  which  is  a  frequent  gathering  place  for 
the  many  friends,  who  delight  in  the  spirit  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer 
which  is  ever  in  evidence  there.  In  his  farm  work  Mi.  Sahsbuiy  does  not 
specialize,  raising-  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  state  and  gi\  nig 
a  due  share  of  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock. 

Politically,  Mr.  Salisbury  assumes  an  independent  attitude  and  while  a 
resident  of  Bethel  township  held  a  number  of  township  offices,  though  not  in 
any  sense  a  seeker  after  office.  In  his  religious  views,  he  is  libeial,  not  being 
bound  by  any  creed  or  articles  of  belief.  However,  he  is  chantable,  bioad- 
minded  and  large  hearted,  and  denies  to  none  the  fullest  liberty  of  thought 
and  belief.  He  gives  an  earnest  support  to  worthy  movements  having  for 
their  object  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

In  i860  Mr.  Salisbury  was  happily  united  in  marriage  with  Antoinette 
Murphy,  a  native  of  New  York  state,  daughtei  of  Rev.  Geoige  and  Rachel 
Murphy,  to  which  union  were  born  three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Reverend  Murphy  died  in  1887  and  his  wife  in  1889  and  they  are 
buried  in  Bethel  cemetery,  Fayette  county.  Mrs.  Salisbury  died  in  1880  and 
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in  1881  Mr.  Salisbury  married  Eva  Murphy,  a  niece  of  his  first  wife,  and  to 
them  lias  been  born  a  son,  Henry  Salisbury,  Jr.,  who  is  now  a  student  at  the 
school  of  the  Order  of  Benedictine  Monks  at  Oelwein.  Mrs.  Salisbury’s 
grandparents  were  Rev.  George  and  Rachel  Murphy,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  New  York  state.  They  came  to  Iowa  about  1855  and  here  he  attained  to 
prominence  and  great  success  as  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Salisbury’s  career  has  been  one  of  hard  work  and  sturdy  integrity,  and 
he  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  respect  in  which  he  is  held  by  everyone. 


WILLIAM  ARTHUR  ANDERSON. 

A  progressive  citizen  of  Fayette  county  and  the  worthy  son  of  a  worthy 
sire  is  William  Arthur  Anderson,  who  was  born  at  Bloomerton,  Dover  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  June  30,  1866,  the  son  of  Vincent  and  Hannah  (Bell)  An¬ 
derson.  A  sketch  of  their  lives  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 

William  A.  Anderson  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
community,  also  attended  Ainsworth  Academy,  receiving  a  fairly  good  edu¬ 
cation.  He  began  life  for  himself  as  a  teacher  and  farmer,  alternating  the 
two  summer  and  winter  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  during  which  time  he 
established  a  local  reputation  as  an  instructor  of  which  anyone  might  well 
be  proud. 

In  1892  Mr.  Anderson  purchased  seventy  acres  in  section  21,  Dover 
township,  and  he  has  since  made  his  home  here,  having  improved  the  place 
until  he  has  a  choice  farm,  on  which  he  raises  a  general  line  of  small  fruits 
and  does  a  general  nursery  business  for  the  local  trade.  Having  prospered  at 
this,  he  has  since  added  thirty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and  besides  his 
fruit  raising  he  carries  on  a  general  farming  business.  He  has  a  cozy  and 
substantial  home  and  good  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Anderson  was  married  on  March  17,  1892,  to  Lena  S.  Olson,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Dover  township,  where  she  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  and 
where  her  family  has  long  been  well  known.  Three  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  named  as  follows:  Harry  Stephens,  Oliver  Verdi  and  Florence 
Myrtle. 

Mrs.  Anderson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Politically,  Mr. 
Anderson  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  local 
political  matters  for  some  time.  He  served  very  acceptably  at  one  time  as 
assessor  of  Dover  township  and  he  is  now  township  clerk. 
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PHILIP  LAUER. 

The  men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  wheels  of  progress  have  been  those 
to  whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who  have  labored  continuously, 
always  finding  in  each  transition  stage  an  incentive  for  further  effort.  Mr. 
Lauer  is  one  whose  well  directed  efforts  have  gained  for  him  a  position  of 
desirable  prominence  in  his  community  and  his  energy  and  enterprise  have  been 
crowned  by  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  so  that  now  he  is  enabled  to  en¬ 
joy  a  surcease  from  active  labor  and  live  in  comfort  and  ease. 

Philip  Lauer  was  born  in  Germany  in  April,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of 
Peter  and  Dora  (Deal)  Lauer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  and  lifelong  resi¬ 
dents  of  the  Fatherland.  Philip  was  reared  to  the  years  of  youth  by  his  par¬ 
ents  and  attended  the  splendid  schools  of  his  native  land.  At  the  early  age  of 
fifteen  years  he  came  alone  to  the  United  States  and  first  located  in  Lycoming 
county,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter. 
In  i860  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Winneshiek  county,  where  he  acquired  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
devoted  himself.  He  made  many  improvements  and  gave  much  attention  to 
the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  remained  there  until  1895,  when  he  bought 
two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  fine  land  lying  north  of  Eldorado,  Fayette 
county,  to  which  he  moved  the  following  year,  and  this  has  been  his  home  since. 
He  has  here  followed  a  general  line  of  farming  and  stock  raising  and  his  efforts 
were  rewarded  with  marked  success.  He  also  owns  another  tract  of  twenty 
acres  which  he  had  bought  before  leaving  Winneshiek  county.  He  has  looked 
carefully  after  the  material  welfare  of  his  children  and  has  bought  and  given 
to  his  sons  tracts  of  one  hundred  and  sixty,  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and 
one  hundred  and  three  acres  respectively.  During  the  past  few  years  he  has 
practically  retired  from  active  labor. 

In  1862  Mr.  Lauer  was  united  in  marriage  to  Gosen  Kester,  whose  death 
occurred  on  January  8,  1910.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  Henry,  Charles,  Philip  H.,  John  P.,  William  P.,  Peter,  Fritz,  Maggie, 
Dora,  John  and  Elizabeth,  the  two  last  named  being  deceased. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lauer  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  served  six  years 
as  township  trustee  and  two  terms  as  school  director,  and  while  living  in 
Winneshiek  county  he  was  trustee  for  nine  years  and  school  director  for  many 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Eldorado,  being  the  oldest 
member  of  the  society  and  the  first  person  married  in  it.  He  has  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  and  gives  an  unre¬ 
served  support  to  every  movement  calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow  men  morally, 


904 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


educationally,  socially  or  materially.  He  is  a  stockholder  of  the  Farmers  In¬ 
surance  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years,  much  of  the  success  of  the  company  being  due  to  his  influence  and 
efforts  in  its  behalf,  it  being  one  of  the  solid  and  beneficial  institutions  of  the 
county.  Personally,  Mr.  Lauer  is  genial  and  companionable,  enjoys  a  wide 
acquaintance  and  has  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends,  who  esteem 
him  for  his  ability  and  genuine  worth. 


FREDRICK  BECKER,  M.  D. 

The  Germans  who  come  to  America  do  not  usually  enter  the  professions. 
Their  tastes  lead  them  into  commercial  pursuits,  such  as  hotels  and  restau¬ 
rants,  and,  in  the  cities,  dry  goods  and  other  branches  of  storekeeping  and  in¬ 
vestments  in  real  estate.  Many  become  farmers  and,  as  is  well  known,  they 
have  no  superiors  in  this  line.  The  states  of  the  Central  West  and  Northwest 
are  especially  indebted  to  the  German  immigration  and  they  are  found  by 
thousands  in  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota.  Occasionally, 
however,  Germans  become  physicians  and  lawyers  and  when  they  do  it  is  after 
the  usual  careful  preparation  which  they  bring  to  all  their  work.  This  sketch 
deals  with  a  man  who  became  a  doctor  in  early  life  and  for  more  than  a  half 
century  has  been  identified  with  the  West,  especially  Iowa.  Fredrick  Becker 
was  born  in  Gutenberg,  Germany,  in  1838  and  spent  the  first  fourteen  years 
of  his  life  in  his  native  place.  His  parents  were  George  and  Elizabeth  Becker, 
the  former  for  many  years  proprietor  of  a  large  landed  estate.  He  was  edu¬ 
cated  at  Marburg  University  for  a  minister,  but  abandoned  this  calling  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  father's  death.  During  the  Napoleonic  wars  in  1813-14,  when 
sixteen  years  old,  he  enlisted  under  the  German  banner,  furnishing  his  own 
equipment.  His  son  attended  the  public  schools  in  Germany  during  his  boy¬ 
hood  and  came  to  America  in  1852.  Locating  at  Cleveland.  Ohio,  he  began 
the  study  of  medicine  at  a  medical  college  in  that  city.  After  spending  four 
years  there,  he  entered  the  Homeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri  at  St. 
Louis  and  spent  the  years  1874-5  in  that  institution.  After  obtaining  his  de¬ 
gree,  he  returned  to  Taylorsville,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  had  put  in 
his  time  before  going  to  the  Missouri  college.  He  practiced  a  while  in  this 
town,  but  in  1875  went  to  Clermont  and  carried  on  his  profession  until  the 
death  of  his  wife  in  1896,  since  when  he  has  practiced  only  incidentally.  In 
1861  he  was  elected  township  clerk  of  Fairfield  township  and  held  that  posi- 
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tion  and  the  office  of  township  trustee  for  several  years.  In  1889  he  was  a 
member  of  the  state  board  of  health  and  for  some  years  was  president  of  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  Association  of  the  state.  He  filled  other  places  of  honor 
and  trust,  including  president  of  the  state  board  of  medical  examiners,  presi¬ 
dent  of  state  board  of  health,  mayor  of  Clermont  and  chairman  of  the  Fayette 
county  Republican  central  committee. 

In  1859  Doctor  Becker  married  Sophia  Miller,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  with  her  brother.  They  have  three  children :  Carl 
F.,  George  A.  and  Fredrick  J.  Doctor  Becker  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  throughout  his  life  has  been  a  stanch  and  enthusiastic  Republican, 
following  that  party  during  the  exciting  period  of  its  organization  and  through 
the  trying  ordeals  of  the  Civil  war.  It  is  a  proud  boast  of -the  Doctor  that 
he  cast  his  first  vote  for  Lincoln  in  Fayette  county.  He  has  always  been  active 
in  party  affairs  and  long  one  of  the  local  leaders  in  the  county.  He  has  been 
a  useful  and  influential  citizen  in  various  ways  in  religious  circles,  political 
affairs  and  matters  relating  to  his  profession.  In  this  he  obtained  more  than 
a  local  reputation,  his  name  at  one  time  being  familiar  in  medical  circles 
throughout  the  state,  he  having  held  the  professorship  of  materia  medica  in 
the  college  at  Iowa  City. 


CHARLES  P.  ESTEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  numbered  among  the  leading  business 
men  of  Fayette,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  has  by  an  honorable  and  upright  course 
of  living  earned  for  himself  the  high  regard  and  sincere  respect  of  all  who 
have  come  in  contact  with  him.  A  thorough  technical  knowledge  of  his  pro¬ 
fession,  which  he  has  conducted  with  a  right  conception  of  the  highest 
business  principles,  have  brought  to  him  a  large  share  of  the  public  patronage, 
while  his  splendid  personal  qualities  have  commended  him  to  his  associates. 

Charles  P.  Estey  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of  sterling  ancestry,  it 
being  possible  to  trace  the  family  history  back  to  1630,  when  Jeffrey  Estey,  a 
paternal  ancestor  eight  generations  removed,  came  from  England  and  settled 
in  Pottsfield,  Massachusetts.  In  1692  Mary  Estey,  who  was  the  mother  of 
nine  children  and  a  woman  of  rare  Christian  character,  well  educated  and  of 
a  high  intelligence,  was  hanged  at  Salem  for  witchcraft.  Twenty  years  later 
the  court  which  convicted  her  became  convinced  of  its  terrible  error  and  in 
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acknowledgment  of  this  fact  granted  to  the  husband  a  judgment  for  the 
nominal  sum  of  twenty  pounds  sterling. 

The  Estey  family  has  numerous  members,  most  of  which  are  to  be  found 
in  the  New  England  states  and  one  of  whom  is  the  head  of  the  firm  which 
manufactures  the  well-known  Estey  organs  and  pianos,  other  members  of  the 
family  being  prominent  in  other  localities  in  various  lines  of  business  activity. 
The  subject’s  father,  Warren  Estey,  was  born  at  Lester  Junction,  Vermont, 
March  9,  1802,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated.  On  attaining  mature 
years  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  painter.  He  was  married  in  1832  to  Clarissa 
Hayward  and  became  the  father  of  four  sons  and  a  daughter.  In  1850  he 
left  his  New  England  home  and  went  by  canal  to  Buffalo,  thence  by  lake  to 
Milwaukee,  going  from  there  by  wagons  to  Johnstown  Center,  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin.  He  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1850,  when,  leaving  his 
family  there,  he  came  alone  to  Iowa,  buying  a  half  section  of  school  land 
near  Postville.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  sent  for  the  other  members  of 
the  family.  The  Indians  had  left  this  section  of  the  state  but  a  short  time 
prior  to  their  coming,  and  the  land  was  all  wild  and  uncultivated.  It  was 
mostly  prairie  land,  though  there  was  a  little  timber  near  by  Mr.  Estey’s  pur¬ 
chase.  On  the  farm  was  an  old  sugar  camp  and  burying  ground  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  who  left  behind  them  many  relics  of  their  former  occupancy. 

Charles  P.  Estey  Was  born  in  Addison  county,  Vermont,  in  1841  and  ac¬ 
companied  the  family  on  their  journey  westward.  He  attended  the  first  school 
in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  their  home  farm  being  just  over  the  line  in  Alla¬ 
makee  county.  During  the  Civil  war  he  remained  at  home  and  assisted  in  the 
operation  of  the  farm,  while  two  brothers  were  in  the  military  service.  The 
older  brother,  Wilbur  F.  Estey,  was  a  member  of  Company  D,  Third  Regi¬ 
ment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Brown.  He  had  an  honorable 
military  record  and  died  in  1885.  The  other  brother,  John  F.  Estey,  was  born 
in  1838,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Hatch.  During  a  great  part  of  his  service  he  was  on  detached  duty  as  a 
spy,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  effective  service  to  the  Union  cause,  meet¬ 
ing  with  a  number  of  thrilling  adventures  and  narrow  escapes,  in  all  of  which 
fortune  favored  him.  He  is  now  residing  in  Tama  county.  Iowa. 

In  the  spring  of  1868  the  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  Fayette  and  began 
working  at  the  painting  trade,  which  he  has  followed  uninterruptedly  since. 
He  soon  acquired  a  reputation  as  a  careful  and  conscientious  workman  and 
did  some  of  the  best  work  in  this  city.  Eventually  he  began  contracting  on 
his  own  account  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  hast  performed  the  major 
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part  of  the  work  in  his  line  in  Fayette  and  surrounding  country,  being  known 
as  a  thorough,  reliable  workman,  and  honest  and  trustworthy  in  his  dealings 
with  others.  On  November  26,  1861,  Mr.  Estey  married  Emily  E.  Stowell, 
and  this  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  Carrie  A.,  Addie  M. 
and  Charles.  Carrie  became  the  wife  of  William  Miller,  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  who  is  now  residing  at  Brighton,  Colorado. 
Addie  M.  lives  in  Des  Moines,  this  state.  Charles  died  in  childhood.  Mrs 
Emily  Estey  died  on  June  8,  1867,  and  on  March  3,  1869,  Mr.  Estey  married 
Emma  Scott,  of  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  the  daughter  of  W.  H.  and 
Mary  (Meikle)  Scott,  the  former  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  and  the 
latter  in  Lenoxshire,  Scotland.  When  Mrs.  Estey’s  mother  was  about  twenty- 
three  years  old  she  came  with  her  parents  to  the  United  States  and  joined  a 
brother  in  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  where  there  was  a  settlement  of  Scotch 
Presbyterians,  the  settlement  being  known  as  Little  Scotland.  In  the  spring 
of  1856  the  family  moved  to  Dover  township,  this  county,  and  bought  a  farm 
of  over  two  hundred  acres,  where  they  made  their  future  home.  To  Mr. 
Estey’s  second  union  were  born  two  children,  Blanche  M.  and  Elbert  Harrison. 
In  1891  Blanche  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  C.  Fort,  D.  D.,  a  Methodist 
minister,  who  had  been  a  former  classmate  of  hers  at  Upper  Iowa  University. 
They  are  now  living  at  Salina,  Kansas,  and  are  the  parents  of  three  children, 
Dorothy,  George  Hubert  and  Charles  N.  Elbert  Harrison  Estey  is  a  lawyer 
at  West  Union,  this  county,  in  partnership  with  D.  W.  Clements.  He  grad¬ 
uated  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University  with  the  class  of  ’93  and  subsequently 
was  court  reporter  for  two  years  under  Judge  Hoyt.  He  was  located  in  Wa¬ 
terloo  for  seven  years,  and  then  became  associated  with  the  firm  of  Mullin  & 
Picket,  able  lawyers,  and  was  afterwards  in  partnership  with  George  W.  Daw¬ 
son  in  the  law  practice  there.  He  located  in  West  Union  in  1903.  In  the 
same  year  he  married  Mary  E.  Scoby,  a  daughter  of  George  P.  Scoby,  of 
Fayette,  and  they  have  one  son,  Robert  F. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Estey  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Politicallv  Mr. 
Estey  is  a  Republican  and  his  first  vote  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  his  sec¬ 
ond  election.  He  has  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  local  public  affairs  and 
is  now  rendering  effective  service  as  a  member  of  the  city  council  of  Fayette. 

Reverting  to  Mr.  Estey’s  family  history,  it  is  noted  that  he  had  three 
brothers,  Wilbur  F.,  John  F.  (who  have  been  referred  to  heretofore  in  this 
article)  and  Daniel,  who  died  in  Wisconsin  November  7,  1850.  One  sister, 
Clara  M.,  died  in  1857,  at  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
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PETER  PAPE. 


As  the  name  would  indicate,  Peter  Pape,  a  progressive  farmer  of  near 
Eldorado,  Dover  township,  Eayette  county,  is  of  German  origin,  he  himself 
being  a  native  of  that  great  empire  that  has  sent  such  a  vast  horde  of  her  able 
and  most  welcomed  citizens  to  our  shores,  for  they  have  done  a  great  work  in 
placing  our  country  abreast  of  any  in  the  world,  on  an  equality  with  the  father- 
land  itself.  Mr.  Pape  is  a  man  who  is  well  thought  of  in  his  community,  hav¬ 
ing  led  a  quiet,  honest,  law-abiding  and  industrious  life ;  for  after  a  long  course 
of  year s  of  daily  observations  by  his  neighbors  it  would  be  out  of  the  question 
for  them  not  to  know  his  worth,  because,  as  has  been  said,  “Actions  speak 
louder  than  words."  In  this  township  there  is  nothing  heard  concerning  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  but  good  words.  He  has  passed  so  many  years  here 
that  his  worth  is  well  known,  but  it  will  be  of  interest  to  run  over  the  busy 
events  of  his  life  in  these  pages.  He  Was  born  in  Germany  in  April,  1863,  the 
son  of  Henry  and  Anna  (Hinch)  Pape,  who  were  born,  reared,  educated  and 
mai  ried  there,  and  who  came  to  America  in  1876.  Their  son,  Peter,  of  this  re¬ 
view,  preceded  them  by  about  a  year,  having  arrived  here  in  1875.  He  had 
received  a  very  good  education  in  his  home  country,  and  thus  when  a  very 
young  man  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  Americans,  believing  that  here  were 
larger  opportunities  for  one  of  his  tastes.  He  located  in  Dover  township, 
Eayette  county,  Iowa,  where  his  parents  also  settled  when  they  came.  The 
father  bought  ninety-five  acres  of  land  in  this  township,  where  Fred  Mettelstadt 
now  lives.  The  land  was  wild,  but  he  was  a  hard  worker  and  soon  placed  the 
land  under  excellent  improvements  and  became  very  well  established  here.  He 
was  an  honest  man  and  took  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  was  a  member. 


The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Pape  consisted  of  thirteen  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  Their  son  Peter  assisted  with  the  work  on  the 
home  farm  until  his  marriage,  in  1887,  to  Katherine  Schatz,  when  he  bought  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres  in  the  northern  part  of  Dover  township  and  improved  it, 
soon  having  a  very  comfortable  home.  In  1900  he  purchased  the  place  where 
he  now  lives,  east  of  Eldorado,  which  consists  of  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
one  acres,  which  was  known  as  the  Etka  place,  also  the  Ropes  place.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  in  a  manner  that  stamps  him 


as  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  respect.  He  has  added  many  valuable  im¬ 
provements  on  his  fine  farm  and  it  now  ranks  with  the  best  in  the  township, 
everything  about  the  place  showing  thrift  and  good  management.  He  has  a 
very  substantial  and  comfortable  home  and  good  outbuildings.  Considering 
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the  fact  that  he  started  in  life  empty  handed,  and  has  forged  to  the  front  with¬ 
out  assistance,  the  large  success  that  is  today  his  has  been  well  earned  and  he 
is  certainly  deserving  of  much  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  He  has 
left  no  stone  unturned  whereby  he  could  better  the  condition  of  himself  and 
family,  but  at  the  same  time  he  has  done  his  full  share  in  the  development  of 
his  community,  looking  out  for  others’  good  as  well  as  his  own. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pape :  Henry 
Lawrence,  Fred  George,  Emma  Annettia,  William  Michael,  Leonard  Amiel, 
Elmer  Fred,  Martha  Emelia,  Augustoff  Samuel,  and  Herman  Ervin. 

Mr.  Pape  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  political¬ 
ly  Mr.  Pape  is  a  Republican;  for  some  time  he  was  school  director  in  his 
district. 


LODELL  T.  GRAVES. 

The  office  of  biography  is  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man’s  modest  estimate  of 
himself  and  his  accomplishments,  but  rather  to  leave  upon  the  record  the  ver¬ 
dict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  In  touching  upon  the  life  history  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch  the  writer  aims  to  avoid  fulsome  encomium  and  extrava¬ 
gant  praise;  yet  the  desire  is  to  hold  up  for  consideration  those  facts  which 
have  shown  the  distinction  of  a  true,  useful  and  honorable  life — a  life  charac¬ 
terized  by  well-defined  purpose,  perseverance  and  inflexible  integrity. 

Lodell  T.  Graves  was  born  in  Lacon,  Illinois,  on  the  13th  day  of  May, 
1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Rev.  A.  P.  and  Elvira  L.  (Bonney)  Graves,  the  former 
having  been  a  native  of  Vermont.  At  the  early  age  of  two  years  the  subject 
was  deprived  by  death  of  the  loving  care  and  attention  of  his  mother  and  at 
that  time  was  placed  in  the  family  of  William  C.  Taylor,  a  farmer  at  Concord, 
Minnesota,  by  whom  he  was  reared.  He  remained  with  this  worthy  man  until 
he  was  twenty  years  old  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  that 
neighborhood,  supplementing  this  by  becoming  a  student,  in  1878-79,  in  the 
Upper  Iowa  University.  He  was  thus  fairly  well  equipped  for  life's  duties 
and  he  at  once  plunged  boldly  into  business  affairs.  His  first  venture  was  as  a 
banker  at  Emmettsburg,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  three  years,  after  which 
he  engaged  in  the  same  business  at  Huron,  South  Dakota,  where  he  remained 
five  years.  He  then  moved  to  Los  Angeles,  California,  which  was  his  home 
during  the  following  eleven  years,  during  which  time  he  carried  on  a  collection 
and  commission  business,  for  which  he  had  an  unusual  aptitude  and  in  which 
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lie  met  with  a  very  gratifying  degree  of  success.  At  the  end  of  the  period 
mentioned  Mr.  Graves  returned  to  Iowa,  locating  again  at  Emmettsburg,  where 
during  the  following  six  years  he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  In  the 
fall  of  1904  he  came  to  Fayette  and  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  collection 
business,  which  lines  he  still  carries  on.  He  is  a  shrewd  and  practical  business 
man,  possesses  an  accurate  knowledge  of  real  estate  values  and  a  soundness  of 
judgment  which  makes  his  advice  of  value  in  business  affairs.  He  is  held  in 
high  esteem  by  his  business  acquaintances  and  associates  and  has  earned  a  place 
in  the  front  ranks  of  Fayette's  business  men. 

On  August  22,  1883,  Mr.  Graves  was  united  in  marriage  to  Libby  Taylor, 
a  daughter  of  William  and  Harriett  (Walker)  Taylor,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  two  children,  namely:  M.  Roy  and  Arthur  Bonny.  The  former, 
who  is  in  business  in  Oelwein,  married  Fay  Brooks.  Religiously  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Graves  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  to  which  they 
give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  Fraternally  Mr.  Graves  belongs  to  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Mrs.  Graves  is  a  member  of  the 
auxiliary  order,  the  Daughters  of  Rebekah.  They  both  enjoy  a  wide  acquaint¬ 
ance  in  the  city  of  their  residence  and  take  an  active  and  leading  part  in  the 
social  functions  of  the  community,  being  highly  esteemed  because  of  their 
splendid  personal  qualities  and  their  genial  dispositions. 

William  Taylor,  father  of  Mrs.  Graves  was  born  in  1832  in  Ohio,  and 
when  he  was  three  years  old  his  parents  moved  to  LaGrange  county,  Indiana, 
of  which  locality  they  were  pioneer  settlers.  There  Mr.  Taylor  lived  until 
1857.  In  1856  he  had  married  Harriett  Walker  and  in  the  following  year 
they  came  by  wagon  to  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
bought  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  for  which  he  paid  about  a  dollar 
an  acre.  He  was  a  successful  farmer  and  added  to  his  original  holdings  until 
he  became  the  owner  of  about  six  hundred  acres  of  good  land.  In  addition  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he  was  also  interested  in  the  handling  of  livestock, 
buying  and  shipping  great  numbers  of  animals.  At  one  time  he  drove  an 
immense  flock  of  sheep  from  Indiana  to  this  state.  In  the  handling  of  these 
animals  he  was  eminently  successful,  so  that  among  his  friends  he  was  often 
called  “Sheep”  Taylor.  Mr.  Taylor  died  in  May,  1904,  and  Mrs.  Taylor  died 
on  March  11,  1910. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  were  born  three  children,  namely:  Ida  May 
married  J.  S.  Briggs  and  lives  in  Center  township,  this  county,  being  the 
mother  of  two  sons;  Libby,  the  wife  of  Lodell  T.  Graves,  of  this  sketch;  Ora 
W.  is  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  is  located  at  Rochester, 
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Minnesota.  All  of  the  children  completed  their  education  in  the  Upper  Iowa 
University,  and  Ora  also  took  a  theological  course  at  the  Garrett  Biblical  Insti¬ 
tute,  Evanston,  Illinois.  He  is  a  man  of  marked  ability  and  stands  high 
among  the  clergy  of  his  church.  William  Taylor  took  a  keen  and  intelligent 
interest  in  educational  matters  and  for  the  long  period  of  thirty  years  rendered 
invaluable  service  as  a  trustee  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  to  which  he  also 
contributed  liberally,  even  when  in  moderate  financial  circumstances.  He  was 
a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  enjoyed  the  esteem  of  all  who  knew 
him. 


C.  E.  WAGNER. 

Farming  is  the  most  independent  business  on  earth.  He  who  follows  it  is 
master  of  his  own  time,  and  while  sometimes  the  needs  of  his  crops  may  hold 
him  closely  to  work,  he  can  leave  whenever  necessary.  In  this  the  farmer  has 
a  great  advantage  over  the  city  man,  and  it  is  this  independence  which  causes 
so  many  high-spirited  men  to  remain  on  the  farm  where  they  are  their  own 
masters. 

John  Wagner  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  there  married  Esther  Zaner, 
to  whom  three  children,  Susan,  Isaac  and  Katherine,  were  horn  in  that  state. 
The  family  then  went  to  Delaware  county,  Ohio,  where  the  rest  of  the  family, 
John  and  Joseph,  Esther,  Sarah,  Anna,  Peter  and  Harriet,  were  born.  Then, 
with  the  exception  of  three  of  the  daughters,  they  came  to  Iowa,  making  the 
entire  distance  by  wagon,  wintering  in  Illinois,  then  coming  to  Elkader  in  1850. 
The  Indians  soon  went  farther  west,  and  then  the  father  and  boys  took  up  land. 
Anna  Wagner  was  married  in  Elkader  to  Abner  J.  Sherman  and  five  years 
later  they  moved  to  the  farm  in  Dover  township  where  Mrs.  Stenner  now 
resides.  Mr.  Sherman  took  up  this  farm  from  the  government,  three  hundred 
and  twenty  acres,  and  improved  it,  dying  there  in  1869.  Mrs.  Stenner  was 
married  again  in  1874  to  Joseph  Lewis  Stenner,  and  for  a  few  years  lived  in 
Clayton  county,  but  at  his  death  returned  to  her  old  place. 

Charles  E.  Wagner  was  born  in  Howard  county,  April  26,  1871,  the  son 
of  Peter  and  Mary  (Hansinger)  Wagner,  she  born- at  Evansville,  Indiana,  he 
at  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  came  to  Clayton  county  in  1846,  married  there, 
farmed  there  awhile,  then  established  a  meat  market  at  Cresco,  Howard 
county.  In  1872  he  came  to  Fayette  county  and  bought  a  farm  in  the  south¬ 
ern  part  of  Dover  township,  there  lived  until,  in  1880,  he  moved  to  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives.  The  results  of  the  general  farming  which  he  has  carried 
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on  have  been  uniformly  satisfying.  He  is  the  father  of  five  children,  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  Charles  E.  was  educated  at  the  Clifton  school  in  Dover 
township,  and  has  always  remained  a  farmer.  After  his  marriage,  in  1896, 
to  Helen  Totlefson,  he  rented  for  two  years,  then  moved  to  the  farm  which  he 
now  occupies.  This  farm  has  excellent  improvements,  all  of  which  Mr.  Wag¬ 
ner  has  placed  upon  it.  Like  his  father,  he  carries  on  general  farming,  giv¬ 
ing  its  due  importance  to  stock  raising.  He  is  a  Republican  and  merits  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens  to  such  an  extent  that  he  has  been  school 
director  for  six  years.  His  wife  is  a  Lutheran.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wagner  are 
the  parents  of  three  children,  Mabel,  Ruth  and  Perry,  who  promise  to  be 
worthy  descendants  of  the  name  they  bear.  Lew  men  of  his  age  have  deserved 
better  than  Mr.  Wagner. 


HON.  JAMESON  J.  BERKEY. 

In  whatever  sphere  of  life,  humble  or  high,  a  man  moves,  the  moral  ele¬ 
ment  determines  his  grade  and  reward.  Governed  by  this  rule,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  must  command  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  neighbors  and  fel¬ 
low  citizens  to  a  marked  degree.  His  influence  for  good  has  always  been 
widely  felt  and  acknowledged  in  the  community  where  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  spent  and  bis  high  standing  in  his  profession  is  a  refutation  of 
the  charge  so  often  thoughtlessly  made  concerning  the  moral  integrity  of 
those  who  practice  law.  During  a  long  and  eminently  honorable  professional 
career,  be  has  won  a  large  place  in  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  adopted 
county  and,  notwithstanding  having  been  much  before  tbe  public  in  the  line  of 
his  calling,  his  life  has  been  singularly  free  from  tbe  faults  characteristic  of 
too  many  professional  men. 

Jameson  J.  Berkey,  attorney-at-law  and  claim  agent,  was  born  in  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  August  3,  1833,  being  a  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Faith) 
Berkey,  natives  of  Somerset  county,  Pennsylvania.  They  removed  to  Holmes 
county,  Ohio,  where  they  remained  a  number  of  years,  and  then  located  in 
Elkhart  county,  Indiana,  where  both  died  many  years  ago,  well  advanced  in 
years.  Of  their  family  of  twelve  children,  seven  sons  and  five  daughters, 
fameson  J.  is  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  Lewis,  an  older  brother  of  the 
subject,  came  to  Iowa  in  an  early  day  and  was  a  pioneer  merchant  of  West 
Union.  He  was  identified  with  the  business  interests  of  the  town  during  its 
formative  period,  did  much  to  advance  the  material  affairs  of  the  county 
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and  later,  as  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Berkey  &  Winet,  gained  wide  pub¬ 
licity  and  honorable  repute  as  an  enterprising  and  far-seeing  business  man. 
The  above  firm  operated  for  some  years  a  large  general  store,  which  included 
hardware,  agricultural  implements,  drugs,  millinery,  in  addition  to  dry  goods, 
groceries,  notions,  etc.,  and  was  long  the  leading  mercantile  house  in  the 
county  of  Fayette.  Lewis  Berkey  located  at  West  Union  in  1852  and  his 
business  career,  which  extended  over  a  period  of  about  twenty  years,  was 
more  than  ordinarily  successful.  Disposing  of  his  interests  here  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  time  indicated,  he  removed  to  Kansas  and  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  near  Beloit,  where  he  resided  some  years,  his  death  occurring  subse¬ 
quently  in  the  Indian  territory. 

Jameson  J.  Berkey  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  county,  where  he 
also  taught  school  during  young  manhood,  and  in  the  early  fifties  went  to 
McLean  county,  Illinois,  where  for  a  period  of  five  years  he  was  alternately 
engaged  in  teaching  and  farming.  In  1855  he  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa, 
where  his  older  brother  was  then  living,  and  later  entered  the  law  office  of 
Judge  Milo  McGlarthery,  under  whose  tutorship  he  made  rapid  progress  in 
his  legal  studies  and  in  due  time  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  Mr.  Berkey  entered 
upon  his  life  work  well  prepared  for  the  duties  of  the  same  and  it  Was  not 
long  until  he  gained  his  proportionate  share  of  the  legal  patronage  and  won 
an  honorable  standing  among  the  rising  attorneys  of  the  county  bar.  For 
some  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  general  practice  of  his  profession,  but  hav¬ 
ing  demonstrated  unusual  ability  in  the  matter  of  pensions  and  claims,  he  was 
gradually  drawn  into  those  lines  of  business  and  ever  since  the  close  of  the 
Civil  war  has  devoted  special  attention  to  the  same.  From  the  beginning  his 
patronage  has  steadily  grown  in  magnitude  and  importance,  and  it  is  a  fact 
worthy  of  note  that  he  has  secured  more  pensions  for  worthy  claimants,  their 
widows  and  orphans  than  any  other  attorney  in  the  fourth  congressional  dis¬ 
trict,  besides  doing  an  extensive  and  lucrative  business  in  the  general  practice. 

Mr.  Berkey’s  financial  success  has  been  commensurate  with  the  interest 
and  energy  which  he  has  always  displayed  in  behalf  of  his  clients  and  for  a 
number  of  years  he  has  been  rated  among  the  well-to-do  men  of  Fayette 
county,  a  conservative  estimate  placing  his  wealth  at  considerably  in  excess 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  a  part  of  which  resulted  from  judicious  speculation. 
Although  well  advanced  in  life,  he  still  looks  after  his  large  and  growing 
interests,  in  which  for  some  time  he  has  been  associated  with  his  son,  Lewis  C. 
Berkey,  a  young  man  of  much  natural  and  acquired  ability,  especially  proficient 
in  the  matter  of  pensions,  which  branch  of  the  business  has  fallen  largely  to 
his  care. 

(58) 
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On  August  9,  1862,  Mr.  Berkey  received  a  commission  from  Governor 
Kirkwood  to  organize  a  company  of  troops  for  the  Civil  war,  and  nine  days 
later  the  quota  was  full  and  the  organization  took  place  at  West  Union,  with 
the  subject  as  first  lieutenant.  This  company,  which  was  mustered  with  one 
hundred  men,  was  designated  Company  A  of  the  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry, 
which  regiment  was  subsequently  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa, 
and  saw  much  active  service  during  the  three  years  it  was  at  the  front.  As 
already  stated,  Mr.  Berkey  entered  the  service  as  first  lieutenant,  but  at  the 
end  of  eleven  months  he  was  promoted  to  captain,  in  which  capacity  he  con¬ 
tinued  from  July  1,  1863,  until  discharged  by  reason  of  the  consolidation  re¬ 
ferred  to  above.  He  was  with  his  command  throughout  its  varied  experience 
of  campaign  and  battles,  sharing  with  his  comrades  the  vicissitudes  of  war  on 
many  bloody  fields  and  under  all  circumstances  proving  a  brave  and  gallant 
soldier  and  popular  and  trusted  leader.  Among  the  engagements  in  which 
he  participated  were  the  siege  of  \  icksburg,  storming  of  Fort  Morgan,  the 
charge  on  Fort  Blakely,  and  a  number  of  others,  to  say  nothing  of  skirmishes 
and  minor  actions,  in  all  of  which  he  bore  himself  as  a  fearless  officer,  whose 
aim  was  the  upholding  of  the  integrity  of  the  union.  He  was  one  of  the 
charter  members  of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
served  as  commander  of  the  same  besides  taking  an  active  and  influential  part 
to  maintain  an  interest  in  the  organization  and  make  it  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  designed.  Previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Great  Rebellion  Mr. 
Berkey  was  a  strong  Democrat,  but  since  the  war  he  has  been  just  as  ardent  in 
his  support  of  the  Republican  party  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  a  recog¬ 
nized  leader  of  the  latter  in  his  locality  and  ever  ready  to  make  sacrifices  in 
defense  of  his  principles.  He  served  two  terms  as  mayor  of  West  Union  and 
during  the  last  fourteen  years  he  has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace. 
In  both  capacities  he  demonstrated  ability  of  a  high  order,  his  career  as  an 
officer  of  the  law  proving  especially  acceptable  in  that  he  possesses  a  fine  legal 
mind,  which,  fortified  by  thorough  legal  training  and  many  years’  experience 
at  the  bar,  lias  enabled  him  to  transact  such  business  as  comes  before  his  court 
with  promptness  and  dispatch  and  with  little  fear  of  his  decisions  being  re¬ 
versed  at  the  hands  of  higher  tribunals. 

Mr.  Berkey  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  brotherhood  since  1862, 
joining  the  fraternity  at  Dubuque  while  awaiting  transportation  to  the  army; 
he  retained  his  membership  with  Metropolitan  Lodge  in  that  city  for  about  ten 
years,  when  he  dimitted  and  joined  Lodge  No.  69  at  West  Union,  with  which 
he  is  still  identified.  He  belongs  to  the  chapter  of  Royal  Arch  Masons  at 
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Decorah  and  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  at  West  Union,  his 
name  appearing  on  the  charter  of  the  latter  organization. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Berkey  dates  from  November  13,  1856,  at  which 
time  was  solemnized  his  marriage  with  Mary  Ann  Marihugh,  of  St.  Lawrence 
county,  New  York,  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  West  Union.  After  a  mu¬ 
tually  happy  and  prosperous  wedded  existence  of  forty-four  years,  Mrs. 
Berkey  was  called  to  her  eternal  rest,  dying  on  the  25th  of  March,  1900.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Berkey  two  children  were  born,  Lewis  C.,  his  father's  business 
associate,  and  Laura  Belle,  who  died  in  infancy.  As  indicated  in  a  preceding 
paragraph,  Lewis  C.  Berkey  is  a  young  man  of  fine  mind  and  much  more 
than  ordinary  intellectual  culture,  being  well  versed  in  the  law  and  very 
successful  in  the  line  of  business  to  which  he  devotes  his  attention. 


HENRY  W.  NEUMANN. 

A  man  who  boldly  faces  the  responsibilities  of  life  and  by  determined  and 
untiring  energy  carves  out  for  himself  an  honorable  success  exerts  a  power¬ 
ful  influence  upon  the  lives  of  those  who  follow  him.  Such  men  constitute 
the  foundation  of  our  republican  institutions  and  are  the  pride  of  our  civiliza¬ 
tion.  To  them  life  is  real,  their  lives  are  bound  up  in  their  duties,  they  feel 
the  weight  of  their  citizenship  and  are  numbered  among  the  solid  and  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens  of  their  community.  Such  has  been  the  career  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  brief  notice. 

H.  W.  Neumann  was  born  at  Ft.  Atkinson,  this  state,  in  1875,  and  is  a 
son  of  August  and  Lisette  (Fiebelkorn)  Neumann.  These  parents  were  born 
in  Pommern,  Germany,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869,  locating  first 
at  Watertown,  Wisconsin.  In  the  following  year  they  moved  to  Ft.  Atkinson, 
Iowa,  where  the  father  followed  his  trade  of  blacksmith  until  about  1877. 
He  then  located  a  mile  south  of  Eldorado,  Fayette  county,  where  he  carried 
on  farming  operations  about  two  years,  doing  some  blacksmithing  as  a  side 
line.  He  then  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  at  Eldorado,  which  he  conducted 
about  seven  years  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  returned  to  the  farm,  which  com- 
pnsed  fifty-six  acres.  Then  for  about  eight  years  he  lived  on  a  farm  a  mile 
east  of  Eldorado.  The  father  then  returned  to  Eldorado  and  opened  a  shop  in 
order  that  his  eldest  son,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  might  learn  the  blacksmith’s 
trade.  During  the  following  five  years,  or  until  the  father’s  death,  in  1898,  the 
two  worked  together,  meeting  with  pronounced  success.  August  and  Lisette 
Neumann  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Bertha,  who  lives  on 
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the  old  homestead,  east  of  Eldorado;  Anna,  at  home  ;  H.  W.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Rev.  W.  H.,  of  South  Dakota;  Prof.  G.  J.,  who,  although  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  is  connected  officially  with  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City, 
having  an  enviable  standing  in  educational  circles. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools.  As  before  stated,  he  became  his  father’s  as¬ 
sistant  in  the  latter’s  blacksmith  shop  and  on  the  death  of  the  father  he  assumed 
the  shop  and  carried  on  the  business,  giving  his  entire  attention  to  it  until  1908, 
in  which  year  he  bought  the  store  owned  by  W.  P.  Lauer  and  has  since  con¬ 
ducted  a  general  store.  He  carries  a  large  and  well  selected  line  of  such  goods 
as  are  demanded  by  the  local  trade  and  he  has  met  with  a  gratifying  success  in 
this  line,  commanding  a  full  share  of  the  local  trade.  He  still  continues  the 
blacksmith  shop,  which  enjoys,  as  it  has  for  many  years,  a  large  patronage 
from  the  surrounding  territory. 

In  1901,  Mr.  Neumann  was  united  in  marriage  to  Nannie  Blessin,  a 
daughter  of  the  Reverend  Blessin,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  three  children,  Siegmund,  Erwin  and  Herbert. 

Politically,  Mr.  Neumann  renders  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  in  the  affairs  of  which  he  has  taken  an  active  part,  and  for  several  years 
he  has  served  as  president  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church,  in  the  various  activities  of  which  he  takes  a  prominent 
part  and  for  several  years  he  has  rendered  efficient  service  as  superintendent 
of  the  Sabbath  school.  In  his  everyday  life  he  has  the  reputation  of  being 
honorable  and  conscientious  and  he  has  been  true  to  every  trust  reposed  in 
him,  consequently  he  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
the  entire  community. 


AUGUST  SCHRADER. 

Fayette  county,  Iowa,  has  furnished  homes  for  many  born  on  foreign 
soil,  who,  deeming  that  life  would  mean  more  to  them  under  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  our  flag  and  the  encouragement  of  our  free  institutions,  came  to 
our  shores  and  settled  within  the  boundaries  of  the  particular  small  division  of 
our  great  constellation  of  Union  stars  mentioned  above,  with  little  capital  save 
the  intelligence  and  physicial  abilities  that  were  the  gifts  of  his  Maker,  and 
later  attained  a  competency  and  a  position  of  influence  in  the  locality  in  which 
he  chose  to  reside  that,  in  after  years,  redounded  in  an  enviable  reputation  for 
himself  and  his  descendants.  This  has  been  especially  true  of  our  adopted 
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citizens  who  were  born  in  Germany,  and  of  this  number  August  Schrader, 
farmer  of  Dover  township,  near  Eldorado,  this  county,  should  be  mentioned. 
His  birth  occurred  in  the  fatherland  on  January  19,  i860,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Charles  and  Wilhelmina  Schrader,  who  were  born,  reared,  educated  and  in 
fact,  spent  their  lives  in  their  native  land.  Their  son,  August,  of  this  review, 
also  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  the  father- 
land,  and  there  for  a  period  of  ten  years  he  worked  as  hostler  in  one  place ;  but 
not  being  satisfied  with  his  lot  there,  he  came  to  America  when  a  young  man 
and  finally  landed  in  Iowa,  first  finding  employment  at  Ft.  Atkinson,  then  he 
came  to  Fayette  county  and  located  in  Auburn  township.  By  economy  he  had 
saved  his  earnings  and  when  he  arrived  here  bought  a  farm  of  sixty  acres 
which  he  improved  and  made  a  fairly  good  living  on.  Selling  the  same  in 
1900,  he  soon  came  to  the  place  where  he  now  resides  east  of  Eldorado,  in 
Dover  township,  which  consists  of  eighty-three  and  three-fourths  acres,  also 
eight  acres  of  timber,  making  him  a  very  desirable  and  highly  productive  little 
farm  which  he  worked  with  good  results.  He  is  also  interested  extensively 
in  the  dairy  business,  understanding  well  the  nature  of  the  same  so  that  his 
products  find  a  very  ready  market  at  all  seasons.  Although  starting  with 
small  means,  he  has  labored  to  goodly  ends  and  now  has  a  comfortable  home 
and  a  good  income. 

Mr.  Schrader  was  married  in  July,  1892,  to  Mary  Steffens,  and  four 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  named  as  follows :  Henry  died  when  three 
years  of  age;  Otto,  Anna  and  Zelma  are  the  living  members  of  their  house¬ 
hold. 

The  Schrader  family  support  the  Lutheran  church  and  are  faithful  in  their 
attendance  on  the  same,  ranking  well  in  the  local  congregation. 


D.  B.  ALLEN. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  paragraph  is  widely  known  as  one 
of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  citizens  of  Arlington,  Fayette  county,  Iowa. 
He  has  lived  here  a  number  of  years  and  has  been  prominently  identified  with 
the  business  interests  of  the  community.  His  well-directed  efforts  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,  his  capable  management  of  business  interests  and  his 
sound  judgment  have  brought  to  him  a  definite  degree  of  prosperity  and  his 
life  demonstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  by  any  man  of  energy  and  am¬ 
bition.  In  all  the  relations  of  life  he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  con- 
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fidence  of  those  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact  and  a  history  of  the 
county  would  not  be  complete  without  mention  of  him. 

D.  B.  Allen,  the  efficient  and  popular  cashier  of  the  First  State  Bank  of 
Arlington,  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  on  the  ioth  day  of  March,  i860, 
and  is  a  son  of  J.  W.  and  Martha  (Thompson)  Allen,  both  also  natives  of 
Ohio.  The  family  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1865,  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  Arlington.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Blockton,  this  state,  where 
his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  came  with  the  family  on  their  removal  to  Iowa  and  remained  under  the 
parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  and  on  attaining  manhood  he 
became  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman,  handling  china  goods  and  kindred 
lines.  His  field  embraced  the  states  of  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  the  Dakotas,  and 
he  followed  this  line  of  effort  for  nine  years,  with  very  gratifying  results.  Mr. 
Allen  then  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Arlington,  of 
which  he  became  the  first  cashier,  a  position  which  he  has  retained  to  the 
present  time.  He  necessarily  has  much  of  the  details  of  the  business  under 
his  immediate  charge  and  during  his  connection  with  the  institution  he  has 
given  entire  satisfaction  to  the  directors  and  patrons  of  the  bank.  The  First 
State  Bank  is  one  of  the  important  and  influential  monetary  institutions  of  this 
part  of  the  county  and  has  enjoyed  a  marked  success  since  opening  its  doors. 
Mr.  Allen  also  organized  and  is  president  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Lesueur 
Center,  Minnesota,  which  opened  for  business  in  about  1902,  and  which  has 
enjoyed  a  steady  and  satisfactory  growth.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Iowa  Bankers’  Association,  held  at  Des  Moines,  June  17,  1910,  he  was  chosen 
treasurer  of  that  body.  Mr.  Allen  is  also  the  owner  of  some  splendid  farming 
land  in  Fayette  county,  which  he  rents,  receiving  one-half  of  the  income  in 
stock  and  grain.  He  is  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  is  in  every 
respect  fitted  for  the  responsible  position  which  he  holds.  He  is  a  man  of 
rare  refinement,  genial  and  approachable,  and  his  friends  are  in  number  as  are 
his  acquaintances. 

In  1885  Mr.  Allen  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  L.  Newton,  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Palmer  and  Hannah  Newton,  of  Arlington,  where  Mrs.  Allen  was 
born  and  reared.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  children, 
M.  Marie  and  Mayland  D. 

In  politics  Mr.  Allen  is  a  Democrat  and  takes  a  keen  and  intelligent  inter¬ 
est  in  public  affairs,  though  not  in  any  sense  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Re¬ 
ligiously  he  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church,  in  which  he  is  serving  as 
elder.  His  fraternal  relations  are  with  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America. 
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HENRY  A.  STEFFENS. 

In  many  of  the  old  countries  of  the  world,  particularly  those  governed  by 
kings  or  emperors,  there  is  a  sharp  contrast  drawn  between  persons  of  title 
and  the  laboring  classes.  The  aristocratic  members  of  those  countries,  from 
time  immemorial,  have  tried  to  make  it  appear  that  the  kings  or  emperors 
ruled  by  divine  authority,  and  the  families  of  the  nobility  attempted  to  estab¬ 
lish  their  own  superiority  over  the  working  classes  by  claiming  the  same  au¬ 
thority.  As  a  consequence  labor  Was  looked  upon  in  those  countries  as  de¬ 
grading,  instead  of  being  the  noblest  calling  to  which  man  can  turn  his  hand. 
In  our  country,  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  the  aim,  since  the  establishment 
of  our  constitution,  to  ennoble  labor,  and  the  result  has  been  to  make  the 
farmer  and  the  artisan  the  peer  of  the  wisest  and  best  in  our  land,  and  this  has 
also  had  a  great  tendency  to  induce  a  vast  host  of  foreign-born  citizens,  most 
of  them  honest,  hard  working  and  well-meaning,  to  come  to  our  shores  and 
establish  homes  in  all  our  states.  Although  lines  of  caste  have  not  been  so 
closely  drawn  in  Germany  as  most  of  the  other  countries  of  the  world,  especial¬ 
ly  during  the  past  half  century,  yet  many  of  her  humbler  citizens  have  preferred 
to  seek  a  land  of  absolute  equality  and  free  institutions  in  every  respect.  One 
of  this  vast  number  is  Henry  A.  Steffens,  farmer  of  Dover  township,  Fayette 
county,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Germany  in  1868,  and  who  was  born  of  a  good 
and  industrious  family.  His  parents  Avere  Dedrick  and  Christina  (Albert) 
Steffens,  the  mother  being  now  deceased,  but  the  father  is  still  living  in  the 
Fatherland  Where  he  is  engaged  in  farming. 

Henry  A.  Steffens  greAV  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity,  and  when  a  mere  lad,  April,  1882,  he  set  sail  for  the  United  States,  and 
he  finished  his  education  here  by  attending  school  during  three  winters.  He 
came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Winneshiek  county,  having  made  the  trip  with 
friends  and  relatives.  He  began  life  here  by  Avorking  on  a  farm,  later  coming 
to  Fayette  county,  where  he  continued  the  same  kind  of  labor,  he  being  seven¬ 
teen  years  old  when  he  arrived  in  this  county,  and  he  continued  to  work  at 
various  occupations  here  until  his  marriage,  in  1893,  to  Dora  Katherine  Lauer, 
daughter  of  Philip  Lauer,  mentioned  elseAvhere  in  this  history. 

In  January,  1893,  Mr.  Steffens  bought  the  place  he  still  occupies,  just 
north  of  Eldorado  near  the  county  line.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  three 
acres,  which  he  has  placed  under  an  excellent  state  of  improvement  and  culti- 
ATition,  having  erected  good  buildings  and  made  many  other  very  noticeable 
changes.  He  has,  in  connection  with  general  farming,  been  a  successful  raiser 
of  hogs  and  cattle. 
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Two  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Steffens,  one  of  whom, 
Edward  Henry  Michael  Steffens,  survives,  living  at  home;  the  other,  Philip 
Gerhard  Steffens,  died. on  May  8,  1904,  at  the  age  of  three  years,  six  months 
and  seventeen  days. 

Politically  Mr.  Steffens  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  belong  to  the 
Lutheran  church. 


CHARLES  WOODARD. 

Few  residents  of  West  Union  were  as  well  known  as  the  prominent  busi¬ 
ness  man  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  and  during  his  active  and  suc¬ 
cessful  career  few  commanded  in  a  more  marked  degree  the  confidence  of  the 
public.  In  Charles  Woodard  were  combined  many  of  the  best  qualities  of 
the  sterling  New  Englander  and  through,  a  long  and  busy  life  he  exhibited 
those  qualities  and  characteristics  in  such  a  way  as  to  impress  his  individuality 
upon  the  community  and  make  the  world  better  by  his  presence  and  influence. 
On  both  his  father’s  and  mother’s  side  Mr.  Woodard  was  descended  from  an 
old  family  of  Maine,  several  representatives  of  which  were  seafaring  men, 
among  the  number  being  his  grandfather,  a  captain  of  a  sailing  vessel,  who 
died  many  years  ago  in  a  foreign  land.  His  father,  Enos  Woodard,  whose 
birth  occurred  at  Lisbon,  Maine,  October  31,  1799,  was  married,  November 
9,  1825,  to  Lucy  Frost,  who  was  born  at  Danville,  that  state,  on  the  8th  day 
of  December,  1808.  These  parents  had  children  as  follows:  Octavia,  born 
July  23,  1827;  Henry,  born  March  8,  1831;  Fannie,  born  May  12,  1836,  and 
Charles,  who  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth  and  who  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  at  Westbrook,  Maine,  on  June  18,  1829. 

Charles  Woodard  was  reared  in  his  native  state  and  received  a  practical 
education  in  the  schools  of  his  home  town  and  the  city  of  Portland,  following 
which  he  began  life  for  himself  as  a  lumberman.  After  a  varied  experience 
in  different  places  in  New  England  and  elsewhere,  he  came  west  and  some 
time  in  the  sixties  located  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  Where  he  started  a  lumber¬ 
yard,  the  first  in  the  town,  and  in  due  time  built  up  an  extensive  and 
very  lucrative  business.  Indeed,  he  was  much  more  than  ordinarily  success¬ 
ful  and  by  diligent  attention  and  efficient  management  succeeded  in  accumulat¬ 
ing  a  handsome  fortune,  much  of  which  consisted  of  valuable  real  estate  in 
various  part  of  Iowa. 

On  January  21,  1863,  Mr.  Woodard  entered  the  marriage  relation  with 
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Anna  B.  Wasburn,  whose  parents,  James  and  Betsey  (Wright)  Wasburn, 
were  natives  respectively  of  Compton,  Canada,  and  Bradford,  Vermont,  the 
former  born  February  21,  1814,  the  latter  on  July  5,  1815.  James  Was¬ 
burn  moved  to  Iowa  with  his  family  in  1858  and  located  at  McGregor,  with 
the  business  of  which  city  he  was  long  and  actively  identified  and  where  he 
and  his  good  wife  lived  to  ripe  old  age.  Of  their  children,  nine  in  number, 
six  survive,  all  of  whom  are  highly  esteemed  in  their  respective  places  of  resi¬ 
dence.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodard  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
one  child,  George,  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  addition  to  the  lumber  business,  Mr.  Woodard  started  the  first  wagon 
shop  at  West  Union  and  for  some  time  was  also  employed  with  the  mercan¬ 
tile  trade  of  the  city.  He  came  west  with  practically  no  means,  but  by  judi¬ 
cious  investments  he  realized  handsome  profits,  so  that  in  the  course  of  time 
he  became  one  of  the  solid  and  well-to-do  men  of  Fayette  county.  He  served 
during  the  late  Civil  war  in  a  regiment  known  as  “The  Gray  Beards”  and 
saw  much  active  duty,  earning  an  honorable  record  as  a  brave  and  gallant 
soldier.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  but  never  sought  nor  desired  office, 
and  as  a  citizen  he  was  always  public  spirited,  energetic  and  ever  ready  to 
lend  his  aid  and  influence  to  any  worthy  enterprise  for  the  material  advance- 
meant  of  his  town  and  county  or  for  the  general  good  of  his  fellow  men.  Al¬ 
though  reared  under  the  influence  of  the  Congregational  church  and  acknowl- 
edging  his  indebtedness  to  the  same,  he  never  united  with  any  religious  body, 
having  been  liberal  in  his  views  and  ready  to  accord  the  same  right  of  opinion 
to  others  that  he  insisted  upon  for  himself.  In  all  that  constituted  a  high 
standard  of  manhood  and  citizenship  he  was  indeed  a  conspicuous  example ; 
his  influence  was  always  used  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  community  and 
his  name  was  ever  free  from  the  slightest  taint  of  anything  savoring  of  dis¬ 
honor.  He  stood  for  everything  that  was  good  and  was  a  man  in  all  the 
term  implies.  His  life,  like  an  open  book,  read  and  known  by  his  fellows, 
contained  little  to  criticise  and  much  to  commend  and  imitate. 

Mr.  Woodard  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  day  of  July,  1908,  at  his 
home  in  West  Union,  and  his  death,  which  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned, 
removed  from  his  family  a  faithful  and  loving  husband  and  from  his  city  and 
county  a  broad  minded,  successful  business  man  and  a  public  spirited  citizen 
whose  memory  will  be  cherished  by  those  he  left  behind,  as  one  whose  influ¬ 
ence  was  ever  on  the  side  of  right,  as  he  understood  the  right,  and  whose 
efforts  w^ere  always  put  forth  to  advance  the  interests  of  all  with  whom  he 
mingled. 
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JOHN  HENRY  GROSS. 

Among  the  enterprising  and  successful  farmers  of  Dover  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  is  John  H.  Gross,  whose  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  acres  is  well  improved  and  highly  cultivated,  its  owner  ranking 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  his  township.  Mr.  Gross  was  born  in 
1841  in  Schlierbach,  Germany,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Anna  Mary  (Stael- 
ing)  Gross,  who  also  were  natives  of  and  lived  their  entire  lives  in  the  Father- 
land.  In  his  native  land  John  H.  Gross  was  reared  to  manhood  and  received 
a  good  education  in  the  public  schools.  On  reaching  mature  years  he  took  up 
the  vocations  of  farming  and  milling,  in  which  lines  he  was  engaged  until  1887, 
when  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  at  once  at  Eldorado,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Imbued  with  the  idea  that  pre¬ 
vails  in  the  “old  country”  that  everything  that  is  done  at  all  should  be  done 
well,  he  has  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  his  chosen  calling  and  he  has  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  a  gratifying  degree.  His  fine  farm,  which  is  most  eligibly  situated, 
is  well  improved,  the  attractive  residence,  commodious  barn  and  other  build¬ 
ings,  well-kept  fences  and  highly  cultivated  fields  presenting  an  unmsitakable 
appearance  of  prosperity  and  the  presence  of  a  careful  and  painstaking  hus¬ 
bandman.  Mr.  Gross  raises  all  the  crops  usually  produced  in  this  section  of 
the  state  and  in  connection  gives  a  proper  share  of  attention  to  the  raising  of 
livestock,  which  is  so  important  an  adjunct  to  the  modern  farm. 

In  1871  Mr.  Gross  was  united  in  marriage  “with  Katherine  Schuetz,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  the  following  children  :  Conrad,  Henry,  Eliza, 
Mary,  Bertha,  Fritz  and  Anna.  Politically,  Mr.  Gross  renders  a  stanch  alle¬ 
giance  to  the  Democratic  party,  while  his  religious  views  are  those  of  the  Luth¬ 
eran  church,  of  which  he  is  an  earnest  member.  Because  of  the  success  which 
he  lias  attained  and  high  personal  qualities,  Mr.  Gross  has  won  and  retains  to 
a  marked  degree  the  respect  and  good  will  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 


GEORGE  E.  DOUGHTY. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  have  achieved  honorable  and 
noteworthy  success  through  their  own  efforts,  George  E.  Doughty  occupies  an 
enviable  place,  having  at  the  start  little  capital  except  his  own  sterling  quali¬ 
ties,  these  being  supplemented,  however,  by  a  good  education,  represented  by 
a  diploma  from  the  high  school  in  Fayette. 

George  E.  Doughty  was  horn  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  April  5,  1865. 
While  still  a  young  child  his  parents  moved  to  Fayette  county,  where  they 
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settled,  and  with  them  he  remained,  completing  his  education  and  making  his 
home  with  them  until  he  was  thirty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  married  Emma 
Reed,  who  was  born  in  Lansing,  IoWa,  on  March  22,  1874,  her  parents  being 
Joseph  and  Juliette  (King)  Reed.  Mrs.  Doughty  enjoys  the  good  fortune  of 
inheriting  excellent  old  Virginia  blood,  for  her  parents  were  natives  of  that 
state. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Doughty  moved  to  Arlington,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  farming,  renting  a  tract  on  which  he  lived  for  two 
years,  when  he  returned  to  Smithfield  township,  where,  by  reason  of  wise 
economy,  forethought  and  thrift,  he  Was  able  to  purchase  an  excellent  eighty- 
acre  tract  in  section  32.  He  resided  here  for  three  years,  when  he  sold  this 
farm  and  moved  to  Bourbon  county,  Kansas,  where  he  again  bought  an  ex¬ 
cellent  tract,  which  he  occupied  for  three  years.  Mr.  Doughty  now  decided 
to  make  his  permanent  home  in  Fayette  county  and  returned  there,  buying  a 
farm  in  Oran  township,  where  he  lived  for  two  years,  when  he  finally  pur¬ 
chased  his  present  home,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  excellent  land,  which 
he  has  placed  under  a  state  of  high  cultivation. 

I11  politics,  Mr.  Doughty  is  a  staunch  and  representative  Republican,  al¬ 
though  he  has  never  aspired  to  office  nor  sought  political  preferment,  which 
might  easily  have  been  his.  Through  a  busy,  strenuous  life,  he  has  found 
time  to  lend  his  influence  and  support  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of 
which  he  and  his  family  are  members  and  in  which  he  is  a  trustee. 

Six  interesting  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doughty,  and  in 
this  family  they  have  much  justifiable  pride.  The  eldest,  Carol  J.,  was  born 
February  7,  1898.  Then  follow  Forrest  B.,  born  June  10,  1901;  Juliette  A. 
and  Elizabeth  B.,  twins,  on  April  18,  1904;  Sherman  E.,  November  17,  1908, 
and  the  youngest  on  July  8,  1909. 

In  the  success,  materially  and  socially,  which  has  come  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
George  E.  Doughty,  is  shown  the  result  of  perseverance  and  achievement 
under  early  difficulties,  the  sure  reward  of  such  effort,  sustained  under  high 
and  right  ideals. 


BENJAMIN  F.  THOMPSON. 

A  progressive  and  influential  agriculturist  of  Smithfield  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  is  Benjamin  F.  Thompson,  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Susan  M.  (Vincent)  Thompson,  was  born  in 
Racine  county,  Wisconsin,  on  July  8,  1861.  His  father  was  born  in  Lanca¬ 
shire,  England,  on  September  18,  1810,  and  his  mother  was  born  in  New  York 
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state  on  August  25,  1823,  and  so  there  came  to  him,  both  paternally  and  ma¬ 
ternally,  blood  from  good  stock  of  many  generations — a  priceless  heritage— 
and  on  this  heritage  he  has  budded  Well.  His  parents  were  married  in  Albany, 
New  York,  on  February  26,  1840,  and  in  August,  1848,  moved  to  Racine 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  Benjamin  F.,  the  next  to  the  youngest  of  their  chil¬ 
dren,  was  born.  In  1873  Thomas  Thompson  moved  from  Wisconsin  to  Smith- 
field  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  in  the  spring  of  1875  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  splendid  farm  land  in  section  31  (also  some  timber 
in  another  section),  where  he  lived  until  his  death  on  April  16,  1895.  Mrs. 
Thompson  survived  her  husband,  her  death  occurring  on  November  22,  1904. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  were  religiously  inclined,  and  did  many  good  works, 
although  they  were  never  formally  united  with  any  one  church.  Politically, 
Mr.  Thompson  was  a  Republican,  and  while  never  holding  any  public  office, 
was  actively  interested  in  furthering  the  cause  of  his  party  locally.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in¬ 
fancy.  They  had  the  great  privilege,  during  their  lifetime,  of  offering  three 
sons  to  the  service  of  their  country,  in  the  Civil  war :  William  R.,  born  Novem¬ 
ber  13,  1842,  who  enlisted  in  April,  1864,  in  the  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
and  served  until  the  winter  of  1865.  He  was  a  resident  of  Marengo,  Illinois; 
twins,  Edgar  and  Edwin,  were  born  January  7,  1847.  Edwin  enlisted  in  the 
First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery  in  September,  1864,  and  served  until  the  close 
of  the  war  in  July,  1865,  and  died  on  October  13,  1893.  Edgar  enlisted  on 
February  5,  1865,  in  the  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  in  March,  while  in  Racine, 
Wisconsin,  contracted  measles,  from  which  he  died.  Their  daughters  were 
Sarah  A.,  born  November  13,  1853,  wife  of  A.  Ecker,  of  Harlan  township; 
Eugenie  V.,  born  January  1,  1856,  wife  of  Stephen  Masters,  of  Smithfield 
township,  and  Helen  C.,  born  August  31,  1864,  widow  of  John  Mittlestadt,  -a 
resident  of  Oelwein,  Iowa. 

On  the  death  of  his  parents,  Benjamin  F.  Thompson  became  heir  to  the 
home  farm,  to  which  he  had  added  forty  acres,  and  now  owns,  therefore,  two 
hundred  acres  of  fine  farm  land,  highly  cultivated ;  on  this  farm  he  has  a  nice 
home,  with  good  surroundings,  and  everything  about  the  place  shows  that  a 
man  of  good  taste  is  the  owner.  On  April  4,  1906,  he  married  Bertha  Guritz, 
who  was  born  December  16,  1886.  Mrs.  Thompson  is  the  daughter  of  August 
and  Emma  (Davis)  Guritz,  of  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thompson  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Benjamin  F.,  Jr.,  who  was 
born  December  19,  1908,  and  Arthur  E.,  born  March  26,  1910.  Mr.  Thomp¬ 
son  is  a  Republican,  and  has  been  active  in  local  politics,  having  held  the  office 
of  township  clerk  for  ten  years,  and  was  also  secretary  of  the  school  board  for 
twenty  years. 
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HON.  SAMUEL  BENJAMIN  ZEIGLER. 

The  subject  of  this  article  was  a  veteran  figure  in  the  group  of  distin¬ 
guished  men  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  the  pioneer  banker  of  the  county; 
the  projector  of  many  of  the  admirable  institutions  and  systems  of  our  county 
and  municipal  life;  a  leader  by  force  of  intuitive  merit;  a  scholar  and  a  philos¬ 
opher.  He  came  to  this  county  as  a  young  lawyer,  poor  and  without  friends 
or  influence.  For  a  number  of  years  in  early  pioneer  days,  he  traveled  to  the 
courts  in  adjoining  counties  on  horseback,  and  it  is  said  that  occasionally  he 
made  these  journeys  on  foot.  But  he  was  ever  the  same  genial,  companionable 
gentleman,  and  he  soon  drew  around  him  a  horde  of  admiring  friends,  while 
his  ability  to  speak  the  German  language  made  him  a  favorite  with  the  in¬ 
coming  pioneers  from  the  Fatherland.  He  remained  the  same  indefatigable 
worker  throughout  all  the  years  of  phenomenal  success,  that  he  was  when  he 
opened  his  modest  little  law  office  in  West  Union,  in  1856.  As  success 
crowned  his  efforts,  a  large  part  of  his  cash  accumulations  was  invested  in 
real  estate,  mostly  in  the  Northwest.  He  owned  or  controlled  vast  areas  of 
improved  and  unimproved  lands  in  Iowa,  the  Dakotas  and  Montana.  But 
his  principal  financial  development  during  the  last  forty  years  was  due  to 
mortgage  loaning  and  banking.  He  opened  the  first  banking  institution  in 
Fayette  county  in  April,  1866.  About  this  time,  and  for  several  years  sub¬ 
sequently,  he  was  interested  in  various  banking  projects  in  this  and  adjoining 
counties. 

In  July,  1872,  Mr.  Zeigler  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fayette 
County  National  Bank,  and  was  elected  vice-president,  serving  in  that  capacity 
until  the  retiiement  of  Hon.  Joseph  Hobson  in  1887,  when  Mr.  Zeigler  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  the  presidency.  This  position  he  held  until  his  death.  April  19, 
1909.  S.  B.  Zeigler  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Fayette  County 
Savings  Bank,  in  August,  1875,  and  president  of  the  same  for  many  years. 
Of  the  local  industries,  he  was  interested  in  the  organization  of  the  Union 
Creamery  Company,  in  West  Union,  and  the  Elgin  Canning  Company,  the  lat¬ 
ter  a  large  and  flourishing  institution. 

Mr.  Zeigler  was  a  public-spirited  citizen,  always  active  and  zealous  in 
the  promotion  of  any  enterprise  which  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  West 
Union  and  Fayette  county.  Few  were  more  liberal  to  the  poor  and  distressed, 
and  his  name  was  usually  found  near  the  head  of  every  public  subscription 
list.  He  was  a  zealous  Mason,  having  attained  high  rank  in  that  time-hon¬ 
ored  fraternity.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of 
regents  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  a  position  to  which  he  succeeded  on  the 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


924b 

death  of  the  late  Doctor  Fuller,  on  December  8,  1900.  Doctor  Fuller  being 
president,  Mr.  Zeigler  was  elected  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  served  some  two 
years  as  such,  resigning  because  of  enfeebled  health. 

S.  R.  Zeigler  was  a  shrewd'  and  far-seeing  business  man,  ever  alert  and 
active  in  the  promotion  of  his  own  interests,  but  equally  zealous  in  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  other’s  interests  entrusted  to  his  guardianship.  In  1877  he  formed  a 
business  partnership  with  the  late  Ira  M.  Weed,  in  law,  banking  and  real 
estate  transactions,  which  was  continued  with  mutual  profit  and  satisfaction 
until  the  death  of  Mr.  Weed,  after  a  business  relation  covering  a  period  of 
about  thirty  years. 

Mr.  Zeigler  was  not  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  seeking  official  prefer¬ 
ment,  though  he  was  a  very  active  and  zealous  advocate  of  Republican  princi¬ 
ples,  and  was  ever  ready  to  assist  his  friends  and  the  cause,  being  a  strong 
and  forceful  campaign  speaker.  He  served  several  years  as  mayor  of  West 
Union  (1867  to  1871),  but  otherwise  never  aspired  to  local  office. 

S.  B.  Zeigler  was  born  in  Rebersburg,  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  6th  of  August,  1831.  He  was  a  son  of  Isaac  Zeigler,  and  his  antecedents 
were  of  German  extraction.  He  acquired  a  thorough  and  practical  education 
in  his  native  state,  which  was  supplemented  by  a  life-time  of  extensive  read¬ 
ing  and  self  culture.  This  broadening  of  an  already  superior  mind,  coupled 
with  extensive  travel  and  observation,  rendered  him  one  of  Iowa’s  best  in¬ 
formed  men.  He  came  west  in  1854,  locating  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  and  there 
studied  law  for  two  years.  June,  1856,  witnessed  his  arrival  in  West  Union. 
Here  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  formed  a  law  partnership  with  the  late 
Judge  Milo  McGlathery,  which  continued  until  the  elevation  of  his  partner  to 
the  circuit  judgeship.  The  details  of  his  later  career  are  brought  out  in  the 
preceding  lines. 

Mr.  Zeigler  married  Laura  W.  Adams,  daughter  of  Samuel  L.  and  Har¬ 
riet  (Cobleigh)  Adams,  of  Montpelier,  Vermont.  Mrs.  Zeigler  is  a  lady  of 
rare  accomplishment,  and  is  especially  talented  as  a  vocalist,  having  been  under 
the  training  of  Old  World  masters  of  voice  culture  for  years. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Zeigler  was  an  extremely  happy  one. 
Their  home  was  ideal  in  all  its  appointments,  and  all  the  comforts  that  wealth 
and  culture  could  suggest  were  theirs  for  the  asking.  Mr.  Zeigler  passed  to 
his  final  reward  on  the  19th  of  April, — that  day  memorable  in  our  National 
history, — 1909.  The  funeral  obsequies  were  unostentatious,  but  extremely 
impressive.  After  an  able  sermon,  delivered  by  Rev.  F.  M.  Dowlin,  of  Bethel 
Presbyterian  church,  the  ritualistic  service  of  the  Knights  Templar  completed 
the  ceremony. 
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THOMAS  H.  FOXWELL. 

Perhaps  no  name  on  the  list  of  Illyria  township’s  honored  dead  is  better 
remembered  or  elicits  more  and  deeper  expressions  of  regret  than  that  of  the 
late  Thomas  H.  Foxwell,  a  man  who  was  long  influential  in  local  affairs  and 
who  played  well  his  part  in  the  development  of  this  locality,  so  that  his  name 
should  certainly  be  emblazoned  on  the  pages  of  history.  He  was  born  on  Sep¬ 
tember  21,  1812,  in  parish  Mullion,  county  Cornwall,  England,  and  his  death 
occurred  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  when  fifty-seven  years  of  age.  He  was  the 
son  of  William  and  Ann  (Harris)  Foxwell,  the  mother  born  in  the  parish  of 
Constantine  and  the  father  in  the  parish  of  Mullion,  England.  He  was  a  local 
preacher  for  fifty  years  in  a  branch  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  he 
built  a  chapel  on  his  place ;  later  he  joined  the  Wesleyan  Association  and  was  a 
great  temperance  worker.  In  1807  he  received  a  medal  for  saving  several  lives 
from  the  frigate  “Anson”  on  the  Loe  Bar.  He  studied  astronomy  and  was  a 
great  scholar.  His  death  occurred  in  1843;  his  wife  came  to  America  with 
her  children  in' 1845,  there  being  nine  in  number,  namely:  Ann  Maria,  who 
married  Samuel  James  and  went  to  Oregon;  Susan,  who  married  Thomas 
Moyle  and  lived  at  Yorkville,  Wisconsin;  John,  who  also  lived  in  that  place,  is 
deceased;  Elizabeth,  who  married  H.  Shephard,  of  Yorkville,  is  also  deceased; 
William  H.,  who  was  in  the  Civil  war  and  who  lived  in  Kansas,  is  now  de¬ 
ceased ;  Thomas  H.,  of  this  review;  Mary  Ann,  who  married  Henry  Gartdell 
and  they  are  both  deceased ;  Amy  married  Ed.  Richards  and  they,  too,  are  both 
deceased ;  Matilda  died  single. 

Thomas  H.  Foxwell  received  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education;  he 
studied  astronomy  under  his  father,  who  was  an  expert,  and  the  son  also  be¬ 
came  a  musician  of  much  more  than  ordinary  ability  and  was  also  an  excellent 
vocalist.  He  first  married  Mary  (Carter)  Thomas,  of  the  parish  of  Mullion, 
England.  Thomas  H.  Foxwell  came  to  America  in  1842  and  located  at  Cale¬ 
donia.  Wisconsin,  where  he  secured  a  farm.  His  wife  died  in  1845  and  he 
went  back  to  England,  remaining  there  two  years;  returning  to  America  in 
1849,  he  took  up  his  residence  again  in  Caledonia,  Wisconsin,  and  in  May, 
1863,  he  came  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  His  second  mar¬ 
riage  was  solemnized  on  October  5,  1852,  to  Frances  Humphrey,  who  was 
born  April  26,  1833,  in  county  Cornwall,  England;  she  was  the  daughter  of 
Walter  and  Ann  (Truscott)  Humphrey,  her  mother  being  a  native  of  Fal¬ 
mouth,  England,  and  the  father  of  the  parish  of  Mawman,  Cornwall,  where 
Mrs.  Foxwell  was  born.  This  family  farmed  there  until  1849  when  the  par¬ 
ents,  with  their  six  children,  started  to  America  in  the  sailing-vessel  “Java” 
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and  were  six  weeks  on  the  voyage.  They  landed  in  New  York  City  and 
soon  came  west  to  Caledonia,  Wisconsin,  where  a  son,  Walter,  had  located  on 
the  previous  spring,  being  associated  there  with  Thomas  H.  Foxwell.  These 
two  gentlemen  came  together  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
got  land  here,  and  three  years  later  the  family  took  up  their  residence  on  the 
same,  the  father  dying  here  in  1869,  the  mother  surviving  until  1887.  He 
was  an  Episcopalian,  while  she  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church.  Nine 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  James  died  in  London,  when  twenty- 
eight  years  old;  Walter  first  married  Charlotte  Von  Vleet,  and  second,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Elry ;  after  her  death  he  was  married  to  Emily  Harver;  he  was  a  farmer 
and  his  death  occurred  in  Santa  Barbara  county,  California;  Elizabeth  married 
John  Paddleford,  and  they  both  died  in  California;  William  Henry  died  in 
infancy;  William  Henry,  the  second,  who  is  also  deceased,  married  Nannie 
Kentthorn ;  he  lived  on  a  farm  in  Illyria  township ;  Sampson  first  married 
Hannah  Van  Vleet,  and  second,  Angeline  Kohler;  he  lives  at  Pacific  Grove. 
California;  Mary  Ann  is  deceased;  Frances,  wife  of  Thomas  H.  Foxwell, 
of  this  review;  Catherine  H.  married  Morris  Hitchcock,  who  is  deceased; 
she  is  living  in  Tacoma,  Washington. 

In  1863  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  H.  Foxwell  came  to  Illyria  township, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  had  purchased  three  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land.  He  sold  off  a  part  of  this  farm  until  the  place  now  consists  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and  here  he  labored  to  goodly  ends,  laying  by 
a  competence  for  his  family  and  here  his  death  occurred.  Mrs.  Foxwell  and 
children  still  live  on  the  place  and  are  successfully  operating  it. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foxwell  seven  children  were  born,  namely:  Stephen 
H.  died  when  two  years  old;  Catherine  M.  married  Thomas  F.  Richard,  of 
Illyria  township;  Mary  Ann,  who  formerly  taught  school  in  California,  has 
for  many  years  been  a  very  successful  teacher  in  Fayette  county,  this  state ; 
Charlotte  E.  married  Frank  L.  Medberry  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Pleasant 
Valley  township;  Zephine  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Wilbur  F.  Albright,  who  was 
born  in  Illyria  township,  this  county;  he  was  a  missionary  to  Chili,  South 
America,  for  twelve  years,  representing  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He 
formerly  preached  in  Floyd  county,  Iowa,  also  at  Burr  Oak,  East  Dubuque 
and  Manana,  Iowa;  he  is  also  a  teacher  and  is  engaged  at  present  in  teaching 
at  Lima,  Iowa.  Stephen  H.  Foxwell,  the  first  of  the  family  to  be  born  in 
Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  was  born  on  September  17,  1863;  he  has 
always  lived  on  the  old  place  and  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming.  In  April, 
1907,  he  married  Elizabeth  Humphrey,  a  native  of  England,  and  a  daughter  of 
J.  T.  and  Viola  Z.  Humphrey,  the  father  now  living  in  this  township;  Stephen 
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H.  Foxwell  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Frances  Grace  and 
Ellen  Frances  Foxwell,  who  is  now  teaching  school  at  Wadena,  Iowa;  she 
has  taught  very  successfully  in  Fayette  county  for  many  years. 

All  these  children  have  been  well  educated,  and  some  of  them  have 
taken  up  music  and  painting.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  each  member  is  highly  respected  in  this  locality,  main¬ 
taining  the  high  standard  of  living  set  by  their  worthy  father. 


FRANK  R.  CHITTENDEN. 


A  man  who  is  now  in  the  prime  of  life  and  usefulness  is  Frank  R.  Chit¬ 
tenden,  faimei,  of  Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  and  lus  influence  as 
an  honorable,  upright  citizen  is  productive  of  much  good  upon  all  with  whom 
he  comes  in  contact  and  therefore  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his 
neighbors  and  acquaintances.  He  was  born  in  Orwell,  Vermont,  of  sterling 
New  England  parents,  July  18,  1864,  but,  leaving  there  when  a  child,  and 
coming  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in 
Smithfield  township.  He  is  the  son  of  DeWitt  Clinton  and  Adelia  P.  (Shel¬ 
don)  Chittenden,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of  St.  Law¬ 
rence  county,  New  York.  They  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  about  1858 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres  of  land  in  sections  4  and  9,  Smith- 
field  township.  Returning  to  Vermont  in  1862,  they  remained  there  until 
the  spring  of  1867,  when  they  returned  to  Fayette  county  and  made  their  home 
on  the  farm  until  the  fall  of  1888,  When  they  moved  to  Fayette,  where  they 
live  at  present.  Four  children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy, 
Frank  R.,  of  this  review,  being  the  youngest. 

The  subject  has  always  made  his  home  on  the  farm.  In  1902  he  made  a 
contract  with  his  parents  by  which  he  secured  the  home  farm,  to  which  he 
added  eighty  acres,  but  later  sold  forty  acres  of  that  tract,  owning  at  present 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  kept  well  improved  and  on  which 
he  conducts  a  general  farming  and  dairying  business,  handling  some  good 
giades  of  stock.  The  products  of  his  dairy,  owing  to  their  superior  quality, 
find  a  very  ready  market — in  fact,  he  has  been  very  successful  with  all  lines 
of  his  chosen  vocation,  and  he  has  a  good  home,  the  surroundings  of  his  place 
being  most  pleasant. 

Politically,  Mr.  Chittenden  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  for  some  time 
taken  more  or  less  interest  in  local  political  matters,  having  held  the  office  of 
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township  trustee  for  several  terms,  very  faithfully  performing  his  duties  in 
this  connection.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America. 

On  November  7,  1888,  Mr.  Chittenden  married  Anna  B.  Doughty,  who 
was  born  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  January  28,  1867,  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Hattie  (Parker)  Doughty,  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  this  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  Mabel  I.,  wife  of  Isaac  Paul,  of 
Smithfield  township,  born  July  10,  1890;  Ralph  R.,  born  June  30,  1893,  died 
April  6,  1908;  Madge  E.,  born  June  21,  1895;  Francis  B.,  born  October  27, 
1902;  Fernie,  born  November  5,  1904;  DeWitt  Clinton,  born  March  25,  1910. 


REV.  JASPER  S.  MOORE. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  record  is  herewith  briefly  set  forth  is  a  born 
nobleman,  belonging  to  nature’s  aristocracy,  having  dignified  every  station  in 
life  with  a  charm  that  has  constantly  added  to  his  personal  worth  and  has 
discharged  his  every  duty  as  a  citizen  with  the  earnestness  and  loyalty  char¬ 
acteristic  of  such  men  of  altruistic  principles.  Recognizing  his  probity  of 
character  and  his  sterling  worth  as  a  citizen  and  advocate  of  the  gospel  of  the 
Nazarene,  his  fellow  men  hold  him  in  lasting  regard  wherever  he  is  known. 

Jasper  S.  Moore  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  May  21, 
1855,  and  his  present  residence  is  at  Wadena,  he  having  preferred  to  spend 
most  of  his  life  on  his  own  heath,  and  to  him  belongs  the  distinction  of  having 
resided  in  the  township  longer  than  any  other  person.  He  is  the  son  of  the 
Rev.  William  and  Catherine  (Robbins)  Moore,  the  father  born  October  9, 
1813,  at  Hooksto'wn,  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  on  November  20,  1817,  in 
Vermont.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  and  they  came  to  Illyria 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1854  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
here.  The  father  was  a  farmer,  also  preached  some  in  the  United  Brethren 
church.  His  death  occurred  on  April  21,  1873,  and  the  death  of  his  wife 
on  September  19,  1907. 

Rev.  William  Moore,  who  was  long  an  influential  man  in  this  county,  was 
descended  from  Scotch-Irish  ancestors  and  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the 
Presbyterian  church.  His  wife’s  people  were  early  settlers  of  the  New  Eng¬ 
land  states.  Her  father,  Willard  Robbins,  died  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  at 
a  ripe  old  age.  (For  a  complete  history  of  these  parents  and  the  brothers  and 
sisters  of  the  subject  of. this  sketch  the  reader  is  directed  to  the  biography  of 
Edwin  O.  Moore,  appearing  on  another  page  of  this  work.) 


MRS.  MARY  MOORE. 


REV.  JASPER  S.  MOORE. 
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Rev.  Jasper  S.  Moore  received  a  good  education  in  the  public  schools,  hav¬ 
ing  alternated  schooling  and  farming  in  his  youth,  remaining  on  the  home  farm 
until  he  reached  manhood,  and  he  began  his  life  work  by  teaching.  He  was 
converted  in  1877  and  began  preaching  in  1887,  and  was  ordained  elder  in 
1894.  He  traveled  circuits  for  twelve  years.  He  was  presiding  elder  in  the 
Iowa  conference  in  1904  and  re-elected  in  1909,  having  served  three  vears  in 
that  capacity.  He  has  been  three  times  a  delegate  to  the  general  conference 
of  his  church,  first  at  Chambersburg,  Pennsylvania,  Caledonia,  Michigan  and 
Huntington,  Indiana,  these  having  convened  during  a  period  of  twelve  years. 
He  is  regarded  as  an  earnest,  forceful  and  often  eloquent  preacher,  never  fail¬ 
ing  to  delight  and  interest  his  audience,  and  he  has  accomplished  a  great  deal 
of  good  wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast,  and  he  is  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by 
the  people  whom  he  seeks  to  serve. 

Rev.  Mr.  Moore  owns  the  old  family  homestead  in  section  23,  Illyria 
township,  embracing  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  upon  which  are  excellent 
improvements.  He  and  his  sons  make  a  specialty  of  raising  thoroughbred 
Duroc-Jersey  hogs,  and  they  also  handle  large  herds  of  cattle,  also  horses  and 
sheep,  and  they  have  been  very  successful  not  only  as  general  farmers  but  as 
stock  raisers. 

Rev.  Jasper  S.  Moore  was  married  on  July  8,  1877,  to  Mary  L.  Crane, 
daughter  of  Myron  and  Elizabeth  Crane,  of  Carthage,  South  Dakota.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  the  following  children:  Charlie  I.,  born  May  5, 
1879,  died  August  30,  1880;  Gertie,  now  Mrs.  Bert  Sackett,  of  Delaware, 
Iowa,  was  born  July  28,  1881;  Myron  M„  born  July  11,  1884;  Ethel,  born 
September  3,  1886,  married  Robert  Frey,  living  at  Wadena,  Iowa;  Ira  Clark, 
born  March  12,  1889,  who  is  at  home,  married  Mary  Yearous,  of  West  Union  ; 
William  Francis,  who  was  born  September  9,  1891,  is  a  student  in  the  West 
Union  high  school. 

Politically,  Rev.  Mr.  Moore  is  a  Republican  with  prohibition  sympathies; 
he  is  president  of  the  Illyria  township  school  board,  and  he  is  at  present  serving 
as  justice  of  the  peace.  He  advocates  the  doctrine  of  the  United  Brethren 
church. 


STEPHEN  T.  PAYNE. 

A  man  of  quiet,  gentlemanly  demeanor  is  Stephen  T.  Payne,  farmer  of 
Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  citizens  of  the  community,  and  perhaps  none  occupy  a  more  favored 
(59) 
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place  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  the  people  by  whom  he  is  known.  His 
private  character  is  above  criticism  and  he  has  always  aimed  to  keep  his 
name  and  reputation  unspotted. 

Mr.  Payne  was  born  in  Harlan  township,  this  county,  June  22,  1865,  and 
he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  community.  He 
is  the  son  of  Allan  S.  and  Melissa  A.  (Morton)  Payne,  natives  of  Cattaraugus 
county,  New  York,  the  father  having  been  born  on  May  14,  1838,  and  the 
mother  on  February  14th  of  the  same  year,  she  being  exactly  three  months 
his  senior.  They  grew  to  maturity  and  were  married  in  New  York  and 
lived  on  a  farm  there  for  several  years.  In  1864  they  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm  in  Harlan  township,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1888,  when  Mr.  Payne  sold  out  and  moved  to  Fayette,  where  he  makes 
his  home  at  present.  His  wife  is  also  living,  and  they  are  highly  respected 
by  a  large  acquaintance. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Allen  S.  Payne  eight  children  were  born,  of  whom  five 
are  living,  namely:  Ernest  resides  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Watson  lives  in 
Idaho;  Stephen  T.,  of  this  review;  Charles  S.  lives  in  Otterville,  Iowa:  Fitch 
W.  lives  in  Fayette  county. 

Stephen  T.  Payne  of  this  review  lived  on  the  farm  With  his  parents  until 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  he  married  and  rented  a  farm  in  Harlan  town¬ 
ship,  which  he  worked  for  a  period  of  five  years,  during  which  time  he  got 
a  good  start,  and  in  the  fall  of  1890  he  bought  a  good  place  of  eighty  acres 
in  section  20,  Smithfield  township,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home;  he 
prospered  from  the  first  and  has  added  another  eighty  to  his  original  pur¬ 
chase,  in  the  same  section,  now  having  one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  com¬ 
munity.  which  has  been  well  improved  and  on  which  stand  excellent  buildings. 

On  March  27,  1886,  Mr.  Payne  married  Caroline  L.  Hollister,  who  was 
born  in  Illyria  township,  this  county,  in  September,  1869.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Henry  Allen  and  Mabel  (Talcott)  Hollister,  the  father  born  in  Vermont 
and  the  mother  in  Ohio,  and  they  were  married  in  the  last-named  state.  About 
1868  they  came  from  Lake  county,  Ohio,  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located 
on  a  farm. 

Henry  Hollister  served  his  country  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  being 
a  sergeant  in  Capt.  Charles  J.  McDowell’s  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-seventh  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  received  an  honor¬ 
able  discharge  at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  held  many  public  offices  of  trust 
and  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  integrity.  He  died  in  1877,  at  ^ie  a£e 
of  thirty-seven  years,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  Mrs.  Payne  was  one 
of  a  family  of  five  children,  namely:  Alice  Mabel,  the  wife  of  J.  F.  Cum- 
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mings,  of  Alpha,  Iowa.  Horace  Frederick,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Spanish- 
Amencan  war,  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Regiment  Minnesota 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  afterwards  killed  by  a  vicious  horse  at  Egan,  South  Dakota.  Caroline 
Louisa  is  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Lua  Ellen  is  the  wife  of 
Edwin  L.  Cline,  of  Quimby,  Iowa.  Lydia  Belle  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years.  Mrs.  Payne  has  also  a  half-sister,  Mary  Angeline  Strickland,  the 
daughter  of  Orion  and  Mabel  (Hollister)  Strickland. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Payne  seven  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows : 
Ellen  E.,  who  was  born  November  4,  1887,  is  the  wife  of  William  H.  Barnes, 
of  Harlan  township;  Maude  E.  was  born  June  22,  1894;  Frank  E.  was  born 
May  2,  1896;  Alice  M.  was  born  September  22,  1904;  Dorothea  M.  was  born 
June  19,  1907;  Henry  A.  and  Helen  A.  (twins)  were  born  August  8,  1909. 

All.  Payne  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  not  found  time  to  mingle  much 
m  political  affairs  and  is  no  aspirant  for  public  office,  though  he  is  always  ready 

to  support  any  measure  looking  to  the  general  good  of  his  community  and 
county. 


EGBERT  L.  UPTON. 

One  of  the  wide-awake,  prosperous  farmers  of  Smithfield  township  is 
Egbert  L.  Upton,  whose  past  success  gives  assurance  of  something  yet  to 
come,  and  he  will  doubtless  continue  to  be  one  of  the  potent  factors  for  good 
m  thls  portion  of  Fayette  county.  He  was  born  in  Danvers,  Massachusetts, 
March  14,  i860,  and  there  he  grew  to  maturity  and  received  the  principal  part 
of  his  education,  finishing  his  text-book  training  in  the  schools  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  spent  the  spring  and  fall  terms  of  1879  at  the  Upper  Iowa 
University.  He  is  the  son  of  Augustus  and  Aseneth  (Phillips)  Upton,  the 
father  a  native  of  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  born  January  2,  1818,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  Wheelock,  Vermont.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Swinerton  Upton,  was  born  in  Danvers,  Massachusetts,  December  29,’  1792, 
he  having  been  a  descendant  of  John  Upton,  who  emigrated  to  the  town  men¬ 
tioned  above,  either  from  southern  Scotland  or  northern  England,  in  1650. 
He  tiaded  a  saddle  and  a  pair  of  leather  breeches  for  the  farm  on  which  he 
located,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  at  Danvers.  Augustus 
Upton  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  although  reared  on  a  farm;  he  usually  made 
shoes  in  winter  and  worked  the  farm  in  summer.  His  death  occurred  in 
Danvers  in  1871.  His  wife  was  born  September  1,  1814,  and  died  about 
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1862.  Five  children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Augustine,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  1844,  resides  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts;  Mrs.  Alice  Smith,  born  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1846,  lives  at  Chelsea,  that  state;  Mrs.  Frances  Bennett,  born  August 
s)t  1849,  lives  in  Melrose,  Massachusetts;  Lizzie,  born  August  16,  1852,  died 
January  3,  1880;  Egbert  L.,  of  this  review,  was  the  youngest  child. 

The  subject  made  his  home  with  his  mother  until  her  death,  when  he 
went  to  live  with  his  grandmother  .until  about  eleven  years  old.  Then  he 
worked  a  year  for  a  Mr.  Conant,  driving  a  milk  wagon.  In  November,  1876, 
he  came  to  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  and  made  his  home  with  a  half  brother, 
H.  F.  Lambkin,  with  whom  he  remained  one  year,  spending  the  next  two 
years  as  a  farm  hand,  attending  school  part  of  the  time.  In  the  w  intei  of 
1879  and  1880  he  taught  a  school  in  Westfield  township,  this  county,  then 
taught  two  years  during  the  winter  months  in  Center  township  and  two  months 
in  the  spring  of  1884  in  Palo  Alto  county.  In  the  winter  of  1884  and  1885 
he  taught  his  last  term  in  Westfield  township.  He  was  very  successful  as  a 
teacher  and  was  popular  with  both  pupils  and  patrons.  Aftei  leaving  the 
school-room,  in  the  spring  of  1885,  he  moved  to  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  section  7>  Smithfield  township,  which  he  bought  in  1884,  mid 
he  has  continued  to  make  his  home  on  this  place  since  1885.  In  1905  he 
added  forty  acres  to  the  original  purchase  and  now  has  one  of  the  choice 
farms  of  the  township,  well  improved  and  well  cultivated,  on  which  stand 
excellent  and  convenient  buildings,  and  he  has  followed  general  farming  and 
dairying  with  marked  success.  In  1881  he  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Palo  Alto  county,  Iowa,  and  there  he  spent  the  summers  of  1882, 
1883  and  a  part  of  1884.  selling  the  place  in  1884. 

Politically,  Mr.  Upton  is  a  Republican,  and  he  held  the  office  of  town¬ 
ship  clerk  from  1894  to  1898,  and  previously  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  for  two  years;  he  has  also  held  this  office  during  the  past  four  yeais, 
his  term  expiring  in  January,  1911.  He  has  proved  to  he  a  \eiy  efficient 
public  servant  and  takes  much  interest  in  all  local  affairs.  Fraternally,  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

On  March  1,  1883.  Mr.  Upton  married  Louisa  H.  Elphick,  daughter  of 
James  and  Martha  Elphick,  he  a  native  of  England  and  she  of  New  York  state, 
both  parents  going  to  Wisconsin  when  children.  They  located  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  the  early  sixties.  Mrs.  Upton  was  called  to  her  reward  in 
May,  1884,  when  twenty-three  years  old.  On  February  22,  1886,  Mr.  Upton 
married  Cora  Ingraham,  who  was  born  in  Summit  county,  Ohio,  February 
8,  i860;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Chauncey  and  Abigail  (Proctor)  Ingraham, 
the  father  a  native  of  Connecticut  and  the  mother  of  southeastern  Ohio.  Mr . 
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Ingraham  died  in  Ohio,  and  in  1871  Mrs.  Ingraham  and  three  children  moved 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Upton  was  the  youngest  child.  The  mother 
died  on  November  29,  1906,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years  and  ten 
months.  Mr.  Upton’s  second  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children, 
namely  :  Elvira  Louisa,  born  January  23,  1887,  a  school  teacher  by  profession, 
who  graduated  from  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  Iowa,  with  the  class 
of  1909,  and  now  resides  with  her  parents;  Elizabeth  A.,  born  November  13, 
1888,  graduated  from  the  Iowa  Teachers’  College,  at  Cedar  Falls,  with  the 
class  of  March,  1910,  is  a  school  teacher,  and  lives  with  her  parents;  Alice 
C,  born  December  31,  1890,  who  graduated  from  the  Oliver  Business  Col¬ 
lege,  of  New  Hampton,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1909,  is  a  stenographer  by  pro¬ 
fession;  Harry  A.,  born  September  25,  1892,  is  also  a  member  of  the  home 
circle;  Henry  W.,  born  January  10,  1896.  All  these  children  have  been  well 
educated  and  they  give  promise  of  bright  futures.  Mrs.  Upton  is  a  member 
of  the  Baptist  church. 


ANDREW  N.  TOUTSCH. 

One  of  the  progressive  farmers  and  well-known  citizens  of  Smithfield 
township,  Fayette  county,  was  Andrew  N.  Toutsch,  who,  like  many  of  the 
most  thrifty  and  enterprising  citizens  of  this  locality,  was  of  German  birth, 
he  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  the  fatherland  in  1853,  the  son  of  Nick 
T.  and  Catherine  (Wilmuth)  Toutsch.  The  father  died  in  his  native  country 
at  the  age  of  seventy-one  years.  The  mother  came  to  America  and  is  living 
at  Elkader,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  5^ears.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
resided  in  the  United  States  since  1872.  The  first  six  years  of  his  life  here 
were  spent  in  Elkader,  then  he  lived  for  six  years  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa, 
then  returned  to  Elkader  and  engaged  in  the  produce  traffic  for  several  years, 
then  came  to  Fayette  county.  He  was  married  in  1891  to  Marcella  Snedigar, 
daughter  of  Fielding  and  Miranda  (Hayes)  Snedigar.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Pike  county,-  Missouri,  March  27,  1822,  and  her  mother  in  Montgomery 
county,  Missouri,  May  5,  1824.  In  1844  Mr.  Snedigar  came  west,  locating  in 
Iowa  county,  Wisconsin,  and  engaged  in  mining  until  1847,  when  he  removed 
to  Jo  Daviess  county,  Illinois,  and  engaged  in  lumber  traffic  until  1851,  in 
which  year  he  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Clayton  county,  being  employed 
there  by  a  milling  company.  In  1861  he  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business, 
which  he  prosecuted  until  1868,  then  settled  on  a  farm  in  Smithfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  so  well  known  as  the  “Corn  Hill  Farm.”  Two  saw-mills 
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at  different  times  were  located  and  operated  on  this  place,  and  on  this  farm 
was  an  old  tavern  kept  by  a  Mr.  Hendrickson,  who  formerly  owned  the  farm. 
United  States  mail  carriers  changed  horses  here  and  many  travelers  shared 
its  hospitality  in  the  old  days.  Mrs.  Toutsch’s  father  kept  a  store  at  Elkader 
during  the  years  of  the  Civil  war,  and  he  was  postmaster  there,  keeping  the 
office  in  his  store.  He  was  a  successful  merchant  and  he  made  many  friends 
among  his  customers  by  his  many  acts  of  kindness  shown  his  patrons  during 
the  trying  days  of  the  war.  He  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  His 
death  occurred  at  Elkader  in  1882,  and  in  this  place  his  widow  is  still  living, 
having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-six  years.  They  were  the  parents 
of  seven  children,  named  as  follows:  James  M.,  horn  September  8,  1842; 
Edward,  born  October  10,  1844;  Martha  J.  (Mrs.  Sterns)  was  born  April  4, 
1 849 ;  Irena  A.  (Mrs.  Craudel)  was  born  August  23,  1851;  Henry  F.  was 
born  February  10.  1854;  George  M.  was  born  April  8,  1856;  Marcella  M. 
was  born  August  10,  1862.  Mrs.  Toutsch’s  grandparents,  Robert  and  Mary 
(Butler)  Snedigar,  were  natives  of  Bourbon  county,  Kentucky,  and  were 
the  parents  of  thirteen  children.  They  emigrated  from  that  state  to  Pike 
county,  Missouri,  in  1818  and  there  lived  until  Mr.  Snedigar’s  death  in  1863. 
Mrs.  Toutsch’s  mother  was  a  great-granddaughter  of  Daniel  Boone.  She 
had  two  brothers  who  served  in  the  Civil  war,  James  M.  in  the  one-hundred- 
day  service,  and  Edward  D.,  who  enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  D,  Twenty- 
first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  was  in  thirteen  engagements  and  was  with  Sher¬ 
man  on  his  march  to  the  sea. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toutsch  began  their  married  life  at  Elkader,  then  moved 
on  her  father’s  well-known  homestead  farm,  of  which  they  owned  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-nine  acres,  which  Mr.  Toutsch  greatly  improved  in  every  re¬ 
spect  until  today  it  ranks  with  the  choice  farms  of  the  county,  just  as  it  did 
in  the  early  days,  the  soil  having  been  so  skillfully  tilled  that  it  has  not  lost 
any  of  its  original  strength.  In  1899  be  built  a  modern  and  attractive  resi¬ 
dence  and  remodeled  the  barn.  These  buildings  stand  on  an  eminence,  covered 
with  a  fine  growth  of  elms  and  other  native  timber,  beautiful  pines  and  many 
varieties  of  shrubbery,  giving  the  place  a  picturesque  appearance,  indicating 
that  it  is  one  of  the  old  historic  places  of  this  locality. 

Mr.  Toutsch  was  known  as  a  very  enterprising  and  successful  farmer, 
using  exceptionally  good  judgment  in  his  general  farming  and  stock  raising. 
He  kept  a  good  grade  of  stock  of  all  kinds  and  fed  for  the  market,  and,  being 
a  splendid  judge  of  livestock  and  knowing  how  to  properly  care  for  them, 
he  found  very  ready  sales  for  all  he  had  to  offer.  Mr.  Toutsch’s  death  occurred 
on  August  7,  1910,  after  an  illness  of  but  a  week,  and  he  was  buried  in  the 
Fayette  cemetery. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toutseh  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  named  as 
follows:  Marshall,  born  in  1893;  Harvey,  born  in  1894;  Henry,  born  in 
[899;  Bessie  was  born  in  1903  and  died  when  six  weeks  old.  The  oldest 
child,  Marshall,  attended  a  normal  school  in  Austin,  Minnesota,  the  winter 
of  1909  and  1910  and  took  a  course  in  civil  engineering  along  with  other 
studies,  and  he  made  a  splendid  record  in  that  institution.  The  other  chil¬ 
dren  have  received  good  educations  in  the  home  schools. 

Mr.  Toutseh  gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Democratic  party,  while 
in  religion  he  gave  faithful  support  to  the  Catholic  church. 


HERMAN  J.  KRTTG. 

Among  the  industrious  and  enterprising  citizens  of  Fairfield  township, 
Fayette  county,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  an  enviable  position,  and 
because  of  sterling  qualities  of  character  he  enjoys  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him.  Mr.  Krug  was  born  in  1881  and  is  therefore  one  of  the  younger 
men  of  the  county,  but  he  is  the  stamp  of  young  man  to  whom  the  community 
must  look  for  its  future  growth  and  development, — for  it  is  the  present  gen¬ 
eration  of  young  men  of  ambition,  courage,  energy  and  brains  upon  whom  the 
public  not  only  depends  at  this  time,  but  will  rely  upon  wholly  during  the  next 
generation. 

Mr.  Krug  is  the  son  of  Fred  and  Mary  B.  (Nus)  Krug,  Mr.  Krug  being 
a  native  of  Germany,  where  he  was  born  on  April  7,  1853,  coming  to  America 
in  1873  and  locating  in  Fayette  county  on  September  25,  1879.  Mrs.  Krug  is 
a  native  of  Fayette  county,  and  was  born  on  April  9,  1857,  being  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Hugo  and  Henreicka  Nus,  early  settlers  in  Fayette  county,  who,  since 
becoming  residents  of  the  county,  have  prospered  exceedingly  and  hold  a  place 
among  the  prominent  and  influential  families  of  Fairfield  township.  His 
parents  were  married  on  September  25,  1879.  and  began  their  domestic  life 
on  the  farm  where  they  still  make  their  home,  a  fine  farm  in  section  26,  Fair- 
field  township.  The  father  is  an  energetic,  practical  farmer,  most  up  to  date 
in  his  methods  of  farming,  handling  stock  and  breeding.  His  place  is  well 
equipped  with  all  modern  improvements,  with  a  tasteful  and  substantial  house 
with  good  surroundings.  His  advanced  ideas  in  farming  and  stock  breeding 
are  especially  shown  by  the  fine  buildings  he  has  erected  for  the  housing  of  his 
stock,  particularly  with  a  view  to  protecting  the  young.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat.  He  has  shown  his  public  spiritedness  in  many  ways  and  has  served 
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his  school  district  for  twenty-five  years.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  Their  four  children  are,  Matilda,  wife  of  S.  Koehler,  re¬ 
siding  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  Alma  and  Hulda,  who  make  their  home  with 
their  parents,  and  Herman  J.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Herman  J.  Krug  is  already  proving  his  ability  as  a  farmer  on  land  which 
he  has  leased,  for  on  this  tract  he  is  very  successfully  doing  general  farming, 
as  well  as  raising  and  breeding  fine  stock.  He  is  a  well-informed  young  man 
of  exemplary  habits  and  industry,  is  unmarried  and  makes  his  home  with  his 
parents.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Politically  he  is  a  Re¬ 
publican  and  takes  an  active  though  quiet  interest  in  the  fortunes  of  his  party 
locally. 


ROBERT  J.  YOUNG. 

Jn  the  register  of  Fayette  county’s  prominent  citizens  and  representative 
business  men  few  are  as  widely  and  favorably  known  as  the  gentleman  whose 
career  is  briefly  reviewed  in  the  following  lines.  He  is  an  American  by  adop¬ 
tion,  but  none  the  less  true  and  loyal  to  the  government  under  which  he  has 
spent  so  much  of  his  life  and  achieved  such  signal  success,  while  the  county 
which  for  nearly  fifty-five  years  he  has  honored  by  his  citizenship  is  proud  to 
number  him  among  its  most  enterprising  and  public  spirited  men  of  affairs. 
Robert  J.  Young,  dealer  in  real  estate  and  insurance,  also  one  of  the  leading 
financiers  of  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  was  born  in  London,  England,  No¬ 
vember  15,  1844,  being  a  son  of  Richard  N.  and  Sarah  Young,  the  father 
born  December  25,  1820,  in  London,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  in  early 
life  became  a  gas  fitter.  Mrs.  Young,  prior  to  her  marriage  Sarah  Butler,  was 
born  in  Berkshire  in  1820  and  belonged  to  an  old  and  repected  family  of  her 
native  city.  In  1848  this  couple  bade  farewell  to  the  land  of  their  birth  and, 
crossing  the  Atlantic,  located  at  his  trade  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  where  Mr. 
Young  worked  at  his  trade  and  where  his  wife  died  on  September  29,  1854. 
The  year  following  his  sad  bereavement  Mr.  Young  removed  to  Chicago,  but 
after  spending  three  years  in  that  city  changed  his  residence  to  Hazleton, 
Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  his  removal  later  to  the 
county  of  Fayette.  Subsequently  he  went  to  Marshalltown,  this  state,  where 
his  death  occurred  in  1894.  The  family  of  R.  N.  and  Sarah  Young  con¬ 
sisted  of  two  children,  the  subject  alone  surviving,  his  sister,  Sarah  Jane, 
having  died  in  Brooklyn,  New  York,  September  30,  1854,  at  the  age  of  eight 
years. 


ROBERT  J.  YOUNG. 
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After  the  death  of  his  mother,  Robert  J.  Young  lived  with  an  uncle  until 
twelve  years  old,  when  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  In 
the  meantime,  when  twelve  years  old,  he  accompanied  his  relative  to  Buchanan 
county,  Iowa,  and  when  a  youth  of  nineteen  tendered  his  services  to  the  gov¬ 
ernment,  enlisting  at  Independence  in  1863,  for  three  years’  service  and  being 
assigned  to  Company  F,  First  Iowa  Cavalry.  This  regiment  was  mustered  at 
Dubuque  and  immediately  thereafter  joined  the  Army  of  the  West,  with  which 
it  took  part  in  a  number  of  campaigns  and  battles,  including  the  actions  at 
Princeton,  Camden,  Spoonville,  Little  Rock,  Elkins  Ford,  Moreau  River, 
Jenkins’  Ferry  and  many  others.  He  was  also  in  the  ill-fated  Red  River  ex¬ 
pedition  and  at  the  close' of  the  war  went  with  General  Custer  to  Alexandria, 
Louisiana,  thence  to  Houston,  Texas,  and  in  March,  1866,  was  mustered  out 
at  Austin,  that  state.  Taking  passage  on  a  steamer  for  New  Orleans,  the 
same  month,  he  reached  his  destination  in  due  time  and  from  there  proceeded 
north  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  where  he  received  his  discharge  a  few  days  later. 
Mr.  Young  devoted  three  strenuous  years  to  the  service  of  his  adopted  country, 
shared  with  his  comrades  the  dangers  and  vicissitudes  of  war  in  many  trying 
situations,  and  retired  from  the  ranks  with  a  record  for  bravery  and  gallantry 
of  which  he  feels  deservedly  proud.  At  the  expiration  of  his  period  of  service 
he  returned  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Fayette  county,  which  honor¬ 
able  calling  he  followed  with  marked  success  until  his  removal  in  1893  t0 
Oelwein,  since  which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  various  business  enter¬ 
prises,  devoting  especial  attention  for  some  years  to  real-estate  and  insurance 
and  building  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  patronage  in  both  lines. 

Mr.  Young  is  enterprising  in  all  the  term  implies,  manifests  a  deep  and 
abiding  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  progress  of  his  city  and  county 
and  the  prominent  position  to  which  he  has  attained  in  business,  political  and 
social  circles  mark  him  as  a  natural  leader  of  men.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  as  such  exercises  a  strong  influence  in 
behalf  of  its  principles  and  candidates,  both  as  a  worker  in  the  ranks  and  an 
adviser  in  its  councils.  From  time  to  time  he  has  been  elected  to  various 
local  offices,  including  those  of  justice  of  the  peace,  township  clerk,  and  for 
a  period  of  fourteen  years  he  rendered  effective  service  to  the  cause  of  educa¬ 
tion  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

As  a  business  man,  Mr.  Young  is  energetic,  progressive,  honorable  in  all 
of  his  dealings  and  no  suspicion  of  wrong  doing  has  ever  attached  to  his  name 
or  character.  At  the  present  time  he  represents  twelve  insurance  companies, 
fire,  lightning  and  tornado.  He  was  the  treasurer  of  the  Iowa  State  Mutual 
AA  indstorm  Association,  besides  serving  twenty  years  as  a  director  of  the 
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same ;  was  also  secretary  of  the  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  of 
Des  Moines;  a  director  of  the  Town  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Association  of 
Des  Moines  for  seventeen  years,  and  adjuster  of  the  Iowa  Mutual  Windstorm 
Company,  also  of  the  Fayette  County  Association.  In  addition  to  his  laige 
insurance  interests,  which  are  steadily  growing  in  magnitude  and  importance, 
he  commands,  as  already  indicated,  an  extensive  real  estate  business  in  Fayette 
and  other  counties,  his  success  in  all  of  his  enterprises  being  commensurate 
with  the  ability  and  energy  which  he  has  ever  displayed,  being  at  the  present 
time  in  independent  circumstances  and  one  of  the  financially  strong  and  solid 
men  of  the  county. 

Mr.  Young  is  an  active  member  of  Griffith  Post  No.  134,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  which  he  has  served  two  terms  as  commander  and  since  the 
year  1892  he  has  held  the  position  of  adjutant  in  the  same.  He  was  formerly 
a  member  of  Fairbank  Lodge  No.  1485  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
but  on  moving  to  Oelwein  took  his  dimit  to  Hebron  Lodge  No.  374,  at  the 
latter  place,  in  which  for  a  period  of  seven  years  he  has  held  the  office  of 
secretary.  He  is  also  identified  with  several  of  the  highei  branches  of 
Masonry,  belonging  to  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  at 
West  Union,  Chapter  No.  130,  Royal  Arch  Masons  at  Oelwein,  Iowa  Con¬ 
sistory  No.  2,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  El  Kadir  Temple,  Mystic  Shrine,  at 
the  latter  city,  and  Eastern  Star  Chapter  No.  45  at  Oelwein.  He  was  elected 
delegate  to  the  meeting  of  the  Imperial  Shrine  at  New  Orleans  which  met  in 
April,  1910,  besides  being  honored  at  various  times  with  important  trusts  by 
the  different  organizations  mentioned  above.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows,  belonging  to  Oelwein  Lodge  No.  284,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  and  for  some  years  he  has  been  an  influential  worker  in  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

The  domestic  chapter  in  the  life  of  Mr.  \oung  bears  date  of  1873,  at 
which  time  he  was  happily  married  to  Belle  Ross,  a  native  of  Indiana  and  a 
daughter  of  Samuel  A.  K.  and  Angeline  (Malott)  Ross,  the  former  born 
December  27,  1820,  in  New  York,  the  latter  on  May  7th  of  the  same  year. 
The  marriage  of  these  parents  was  celebrated  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana, 
whence  they  migrated  in  1867  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  settling  in  Oran  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Young  set  up  their  first  domestic  establishment  in  that 
township  and  there  lived  and  prospered  until  their  removal  to  their  present 
home  in  Oelwein,  as  stated  in  a  preceding  paragraph.  Their  children  are 
four  in  number,  the  oldest  being  Amelia  E.,  who  was  born  December  21,  1874 ; 
on  September  4,  1895,  she  became  the  wife  of  James  Willson,  a  contractor  of 
Oelwein,  the  union  being  blessed  with  four  sons,  Donald,  Athol,  James  and 
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Calvin,  aged  respectively  eleven,  nine,  six  and  four  years.  George  W.  Young 
u as  bom  May  12,  1878,  and  is  now  a  clerk;  he  married,  on  March  2,  1904, 
Carrie  Elzy,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  a  daughter,  Rachel  E.,  whose  birth 
occurred  in  the  year  1908.  Clarence  B.  Young,  born  January  9,  1880,  is  a 
legistered  pharmacist  of  Des  Moines  and  a  young  man  of  fine  professional  and 
business  ability.  Robert  L.,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  associated  in  the 
business  with  his  father  at  Oelwein  and  still  a  member  of  the  home  circle;  he 
was  born  July  24,  1888. 

Mr.  Young  is  a  man  of  domestic  tastes,  a  great  lover  of  family  and 
home,  and  has  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  in  providing  for  the  comfort 
of  his  .wife  and  children.  The  fine  dwelling  which  the  family  now  occupy 
is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  attractive  in  Oelwein,  being  commodious,  pro¬ 
vided  with  all  the  fixtures  and  conveniences  calculated  to  render  home  pleasant 
and  agreeable  and  pervaded  by  a  spirit  of  hospitality  which  sweetens  the 
welcome  and  lingers  as  long  as  possible  the  departure  of  the  visitor  or  guest. 
Mrs.  \  oung  is  a  lady  of  gracious  presence  and  beautiful  Christian  character, 
one  w  hose  example  at  home  and  in  society  is  always  for  high  ideals  and  right 
living  and  the  number  of  warm  friendships  she  enjoys  indicate  the  wide  esteem 
111  which  she  is  held.  She  belongs  to  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  which 
she  has  seived  five  years  as  chaplain,  and  is  a  devout  Christian  and  active  in 
all  lines  of  religious  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
chinch  of  Oelwein,  with  which  she  holds  membership. 


DAVID  HENRY  TALMADGE. 

Examples  that  impress  force  of  character  on  all  who  study  them  are 
worthy  of  record.  By  a  few  general  observations  may  be  conveyed  some  idea 
of  the  high  standing  of  David  Henry  Talmadge,  familiarly  known  as  “Harry” 
Talmadge,  proprietor  and  editor  of  the  Gazette  at  West  Union,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  until  the  consolidation  of  that  paper  with  the  West  Union  Argo  in 
May,  1910,  being  an  editor  of  unusual  felicity  of  expression  and  good  man¬ 
agement,  or  as  a  wide-awake  business  man  and  public  benefactor.  United  in 
his  makeup  are  so  many  elements  of  a  solid  and  practical  nature,  which  during 
a  series  of  years  have  brought  him  into  prominent  notice  and  earned  for  him 
a  conspicuous  place  among  the  enterprising  men  of  the  county  of  his  residence, 
where  other  members  of  his  family  have  also  wrought  to  good  purpose,  that 
it  is  but  just  recognition  of  his  and  their  worth  to  write,  at  some  length,  of 
their  lives  and  achievements. 
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Mr.  Talmadge  was  born  in  the  city  of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1867,  being  the  eldest  son  of  Charles  H.  and  Lucy  H.  (Whittemore) 
Talmadge.  The  father  was  the  late  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  West  Union 
Gazette,  and  was  born  in  Girard,  Erie  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  10,  1842, 
and  was  the  son  of  Henry  O.  and  Lydia  (Miller)  Talmadge.  His  father  was 
horn  in  Westfield,  Connecticut,  and  was  descended  from  an  old  New  England 
family  of  Welsh  origin.  He  settled  in  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  with 
his  parents,  in  his  youth,  and  married  Lydia  Miller,  in  Erie  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  of  which  place  she  was  a  native,  and  to  this  union  six  children,  five 
sons  and  a  daughter,  were  born,  of  whom  the  daughter  and  three  sons  are  de¬ 
ceased.  The  family  moved  to  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  in  1850,  where  they 
lived  until  the  spring  of  1856,  when  they  fitted  out  a  “prairie  schooner”  and 
migrated  to  Iowa,  locating  about  midway  between  Osage  and  Mitchell. 

The  following  year  Charles  H.  Talmadge  entered  the  printing  office  of 
Talcott  &  Parker,  proprietors  of  the  Mitchell  Republican,  in  which  office 
he  remained  two  years.  He  attended  school  at  remote  intervals  during  the 
succeeding  three  years,  and  in  i860  he  worked  with  Aoyes  &  Brainard  on  the 
Clear  Lake  Independent,  with  a  little  time  on  the  Mason  City  Democrat  and 
North  Iowan,  of  Osage,  the  latter  a  journalistic  venture  of  Stilson  Hutchins. 
In  the  spring  of  1861  he  returned  to  the  home  of  his  parents  near  Mitchell, 
and  while  there  decided  to  cast  his  fate  with  the  national  Union  in  its  struggle 
with  the  Confederacy,  a  number  of  patriotic  citizens  having  gathered  at  a 
meeting:  in  Mitchell  soon  after  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter.  An  address  was 
made  by  M.  M.  Trumbull,  of  Clarksville,  at  the  close  of  which  volunteers  were 
called  for  to  form  a  company  which  Mr.  Trumbull  proposed  to  organize,  and 
Mr.  Talmadge  was  one  of  the  first  to  inscribe  his  name  on  the  roll.  A  few 
days  later  the  little  band  of  Mitchell  county  boys  journeyed  by  teams  to 
Clarksville,  and  thence  to  Charles  City,  Waterloo  and  Dubuque.  Between  the 
two  latter  cities  Mr.  Talmadge  experienced  his  first  sensation  of  riding  on  the 
rail.  In  Dubuque  the  organization  of  the  company  was  completed,  and  in 
rendezvous  at  Keokuk  became  Company  I,  of  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry.  He 
was  in  Hurlbut’s  division  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  his  regiment  helped  to 
make  up  the  “hornet's  nest"  where  the  Confederate  general,  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston,  met  his  death.  He  also  took  part  in  some  minor  engagements. 
During  the  last  part  of  his  service  he  was  on  detached  duty,  under  special  orders 
from  General  Curtis.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  Mr.  Tal¬ 
madge  was  appointed  to  the  pay  department,  continuing  in  this  important 
and  responsible  service  until  the  close  of  the  war  and  the  last  Iowa  regiment 
was  mustered  out  and  paid  off. 


This  portrait  is  placed  in  this  work  as  a  mark  of  re¬ 
spect  and  love  by  ten  of  his  admiring  friends  and  busi¬ 
ness  associates  in  West  Union. 


CHARLES  H.  TALMADGE. 


-* 
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After  his  army  career,  Mr.  Talmadge  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  and 
became  assistant  to  James  Stewart,  county  treasurer.  On  November  25,  1867, 
in  company  with  J.  W.  Shannon,  he  purchased  the  material  of  the  edefunct 
Clermont  Leader,  and  removed  the  outfit  to  West  Union  for  the  purpose  of 
establishing  a  Republican  paper,  which  they  named  the  Republican  Gazette 
and  Clermont  Leader.  The  venture  proved  a  decided  success.  In  December, 
1868,  Mr.  Shannon  was  compelled  to  withdraw  on  account  of  failing  health. 
In  1885  the  form  of  the  paper  was  changed  from  an  old  folio  to  that  of  a 
neat  quarto  of  eight  pages.  Under  the  management  of  its  founder  the 
Gazette  became  a  consistent  Republican  paper,  ably  edited  and  neatly  printed. 
During  the  more  than  forty  years  of  its  existence  it  was  always  abreast  of 
the  times  in  politics,  news  and  local  enterprises,  and  won  a  strong  hold  on  the 
esteem  of  its  patrons.  The  office  was  equipped  with  modern  machinery,  the 
facilities  for  doing  all  kinds  of  job  work  being  complete,  the  presses  operated 
by  steam  and  the  plant  clean  and  well  lighted,  the  business  being  generally 
conceded  to  be  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

Charles  H.  Talmadge  was  appointed  postmaster  of  West  Union  in  the 
spring  of  1879,  and  so  faithfully  did  he  discharge  the  duties  of  the  same  that 
he  was  reappointed  in  1883,  but  retired  under  President  Cleveland’s  admin¬ 
istration  in  1887,  then,  after  a  lapse  of  three  years,  he  was  again  appointed 
April  7,  1890.  His  administration  of  the  office  was  efficient,  faithful  and 
prompt,  and  very  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 

On  October  23,  1866,  Mr.  Talmadge  married,  in  Mitchell  county,  Iowa, 
Lucy  H.  Whittemore,  who  was  born  in  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  September 
4,  i843>  the  daughter  of  Rev.  David  R.  Whittemore,  a  prominent  Baptist 
clergyman  of  Providence.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children, 
David  Henry,  of  this  review,  and  John,  the  latter  born  in  West  Union,  Iowa, 
October  12,  1874,  and  who  is  at  this  writing  connected  with  the  daily  Chronicle 
of  Abilene,  Kansas.  The  mother  of  these  children,  who  was  a  woman  of  edu¬ 
cation  and  culture  and  an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Ladies’  Tourist  Club  and  the  West  Union  Art  Club,  in  which  she 
took  an  active  part,  and  a  leader  in  all  the  charitable  and  philanthropic  work 
in  the  city,  passed  to  her  rest  in  January,  1904,  at  the  age  of  sixty-one  years. 

Charles  H.  Talmadge  was  appointed  deputy  oil  inspector  for  this  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  state,. under  Governor  Cummins,  in  June,  1905,  to  serve  two  years, 
but  his  death  occurred  while  in  office,  May  2,  190/-  He  was  a  member  of 
West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  and  of  Cler¬ 
mont  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons ;  also  belonged  to  West  Union 
Lodge  No.  42,  Knights  of  Pythias,  of  which  he  was  the  first  chancellor  com- 
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mander.  He  belonged  to  Abernathey  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  o_  the  Re¬ 
public,  of  West  Union,  of  which  he  was  once  post  commander  and  was  adju¬ 
tant  for  many  years.  He  twice  served  on  the  governor’s  staff,  with  the  rank 
of  lieutenant-colonel,  first  with  Governor  Kirkwood,  and  later  with  Gov¬ 
ernor  C.  C.  Carpenter.  He  was  also  aid-de-camp  to  Commander  M.  P.  Mills, 
of  the  Iowa  department,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  Mr.  Talmadge  was 
always  an  earnest  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  and  served  as 
chairman  of  his  home  county,  and  congressional  committees. 

David  H.  Talmadge,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  review,  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  when  yet  a  mere  boy.  He  bad  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  a  good  high  school  education,  graduating  from  the  same,  and  sub¬ 
sequently  took  a  business  college  course.  He  learned  the  printer's  trade  when 
a  youth,  becoming  well  grounded  in  the  art  preservative  at  a  very  early  age, 
and  be  has  made  this  his  chief  life  work  in  connection  with  the  newspaper 
business.  Alien  but  a  lad  he  stood  at  his  father’s  type-cases  and  was  drilled 
in  the  labors  of  properly  setting  up  patent  medicine  notices,  including  many 
well  known  remedies  which  have  been  advertised  weekly  for  decades.  He 
rose  rapidly  to  be  a  first-class  printer,  and  accepted  a  position  in  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  and  his  employment  continued  there  during  1889,  after  which 
he  returned  to  West  Union,  and  was  again  associated  with  his  father  on  the 
Gazette.  At  one  time  the  business  was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of 
C.  H.  Talmadge  &  Son.  Upon  his  return  from  New  England,  in  January, 
1900,  he  became  foreman  and  had  general  charge  of  this  newspaper,  having 
continued  with  his  father  until  1905.  He  spent  the  next  year  in  the  state 
of  Washington,  where  he  was  proprietor  of  the  Nczuport  Miner,  a  local  jour¬ 
nal  which  still  flourishes.  After  this  experience  in  the  far  West,  he  returned 
to  West  Union  and  was  again  associated  with  his  father,  upon  whose  death 
he  succeeded  to  the  business  and  was,  as  already  stated,  editor  and  proprietor 
of  this  paper,  The  West  Union  Gazette,  until  May,  1910.  He  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Salem,  Oregon. 

With  the  passing  years  Mr.  Talmadge  has  been  press  correspondent 
for  numerous  papers  in  this  country,  and  at  one  time  wrote  many  short  sto¬ 
ries  and  other  literary  productions  for  the  popular  magazines  of  the  East, 
in  all  of  this  work  showing  his  capacity  as  an  interesting  writer  of  much  more 
than  ordinary  ability. 

Politically,  Mr.  Talmadge  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  principles  of  the 
Republican  party,  hut  he  has  never  been  a  political  office  seeker  or  holder; 
being  of  a  retiring  nature  he  has  preferred  to  work  for  the  upbuilding  of  the 
party  of  his  choice,  assisting  others  to  fill  the  offices  while  he  attended  strictly 
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ro  his  individual  affairs  and  he  continued  to  edit  the  pioneer  journal  which 
was  so  many  years  the  idol  of  his  worthy  father’s  life,  and  the  policy  of  which 
he  dictated  so  long  as  he  lived. 

David  H.  Talmadge  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  West  Union 
Lodge  No.  142,  of  which  he  became  keeper  of  records  and  seals;  he  also  holds 
membership  in  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Camp  No.  792  of  West 
L  nion,  of  which  he  was  a  charter  member.  During  the  existence  of  the  Sons 
of  A  eterans  camp  at  A  est  Union  he  continued  an  active  member  of  the 
same. 

Mr.  Talmadge  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1894,  with  Harriet  M.  Tal¬ 
madge  (a  third  cousin),  who  is  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  E.  Talmadge, 
of  West  Union;  the  children  born  to  this  union  are  as  follows:  David  H., 
bom  in  April,  1895;  W  illiam  E.,  born  June,  1896;  Mary  Elizabeth,  born 
May  30,  1901 ;  Charles  W.,  born  in  June,  1905,  died  in  infancy. 

Y\  alter  E.  Talmadge,  father-in-law  of  David  H.,  of  this  review,  was 
bom  at  Rockton,  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  August,  1841.  He  accompanied 
his  paients  to  Iowa  in  1856.  During  the  Civil  war  he  was  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Seventh  Iowa  Infantry.  He  began  railroading  in  1868,  and  when 
the  \  olga  branch  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad  reached 
West  Lnion  in  1882  he  came  here  as  station  agent  and  continued  as  such 
until  his  death,  August  22,  1892.  His  wife,  who  was  Aylia  T.  Thayer,  is 
a  nati\  e  of  the  same  place  as  her  husband.  They  were  married  in  Howard 
county,  Iowa,  January  1,  1863,  and  four  children  were  born  to  them,  the 
two  sons,  W  arren  E.  and  Charles  M.,  being  prominent  business  men  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  A  daughter,  Edna,  died  at  the  age  of  three.  Mrs.  Talmadge 
makes  her  home  among  her  children,  though  for  the  most  part  with  her  only 
daughter,  in  est  Union.  Wralter  Talmadge  was  a  man  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  excellent  traits  of  character.  He  w'as  quiet  and  unassuming,  al¬ 
though  endowed  with  superior  business  capabilities. 


J.  A.  BARNHART. 

J.  A.  Barnhart  was  born  in  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  19, 
1862,  and  is  a  son  of  P.  A.  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Antes)  Barnhart,  the 
former  a  native  of  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  latter  of  Lycoming 
county,  the  same  state.  In  1865  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iow^a,  and 
rented  a  farm  one-half  mile  east  of  the  present  home.  About  three  years 
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later  they  bought  the  present  home,  which  was  then  wild  land.  Here  P.  A. 
Barnhart  and  wife  died. 

On  December  30,  1886,  J.  A.  Barnhart  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Elizabeth  E.  Shaw,  a  daughter  of  Abram  R.  and  Matilda  F'.  Shaw.  To  this 
union  were  born  three  children,  Lawrence  Phillip,  Alta  Etta  and  Loranie 
Josephine. 


HON.  WILLIAM  E.  FULLER. 

An  honored  and  prominent  citizen  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  is  William  E. 
Fuller,  the  only  son  of  Dr.  Levi  and  Jemima  E.  (Tipton)  Fuller,  born  in 
Howard,  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  March  30,  1846.  After  a  residence  of 
about  six  years  in  Stephenson  county,  Illinois,  and  one  year  in  Green  county, 
Wisconsin,  the  family  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  April,  1853.  Through 
his  father  he  is  a  lineal  descendant  (tenth)  from  Edward  Fuller  and  Governor 
William  Bradford,  who  settled  at  Plymouth,  Massachusetts,  in  1620.  Mr. 
Fuller  received  his  literary  education  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  State 
University  of  Iowa.  He  held  a  position  in  the  interior  department,  Washing¬ 
ton,  D.  C.,  in  1866-7.  In  the  fell  °f  1869,  after  preliminary  reading,  he 
entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University,  where  he  graduated  with 
honors,  as  the  valedictorian,  in  June,  1870.  He  immediately  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  profession  in  West  Union,  continuing  it  with  success,  when  not 
in  official  position,  until  June  1,  1907.  Since  this  date  his  practice  has  been 
largely  as  a  counsellor  and  he  has  given  much  of  his  time  to  general  business. 

During  his  active  manhood  Mr.  Fuller  has  spent  about  sixteen  years  in 
official  service.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  Republican  county  committee 
and  a  member  of  the  district  and  state  committees.  In  1875  he  was  elected 
to  the  sixteenth  General  Assembly.  He  declined  a  renomination.  He  was 
elected  in  1884  to  the  forty-ninth  Congress,  in  a  district  which  had  been  car¬ 
ried  by  the  Democrats  at  a  previous  election  by  more  than  seven  hundred 
majority.  The  district  was  regarded  as  a  forlorn  hope  from  the  Republican 
standpoint,  but  energy  and  organization,  which  included  fifty  speeches  by  Mr. 
Fuller,  overcame  the  odds  and  L.  H.  Weller,  Democrat,  was  defeated.  Mr. 
Fuller  was  an  industrious  and  influential  member  of  Congress,  being  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  committee  on  coinage,  weights  and  measures  and  revision  of  the 
laws,  taking  an  active  part  in  the  consideration  of  the  silver  question.  He  was 
re-elected  to  Congress  in  1886  by  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty-one 
majority  and  served  on  the  judiciary  committee.  He  favored  free  lumber  and 
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free  sugar  in  the  tariff  discussion  and  made  speeches  on  the  Fitz  John  Porter, 
sil\ei,  lumber,  sugar,  interstate  commerce,  pension  bills  and  the  Nicaragua 
canal  bill.  Mr.  Fuller  remained  in  Washington  during  the  long  session  of 
the  fiftieth  Congress,  the  longest  in  the  history  of  the  country,  and  declined 
to  return  to  Iowa  and  canvass  for  a  third  term.  He  has  been  in  constant  de¬ 
mand  as  a  speaker  and  is  often  called  upon  to  deliver  Fourth  of  July  addresses 
and  to  speak  on  Memorial  days,  county  fairs  and  soldiers'  reunions.  After 
his  return  from  Congress  he  devoted  himself  to  his  professional  duties,  but 
has  often  given  his  services  to  his  party  (Republican)  on  the  stump. 

In  1897  Mr.  Fuller's  home  friends  presented  his  name  to  the  Republican 
state  convention  as  a  candidate  for  governor.  There  were  nine  candidates 
and  the  contest  was  a  spirited  one.  Mr.  Fuller’s  candidacy  was  well  received 
and  he  had  the  solid  support  of  his  congressional  district  besides  material 
strength  from  different  parts  of  the  state.  After  a  good  natured  contest,  last¬ 
ing  several  days,  Hon.  L.  M.  Shaw  was  nominated. 

President  William  McKinley,  with  whom  Mr.  Fuller  had  served  four 
years  in  Congress,  on  March  9,  1901,  nominated  William  E.  Fuller  assistant 
attorney-general  of  the  United  States  for  the  Spanish  treaty  claims  commis¬ 
sion,  and  he  was  confirmed  the  same  day  by  the  Senate  and  immediately  enter¬ 
ed  upon  his  duties.  The  Spanish  treaty  claims  commission  (the  president 
of  which  was  ex-senator  \\  illiam  Chandler  of  New  Hampshire)  was  one  of 
the  lesults  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  following  the  Spanish- American  war.  In 
Article  VII  it  was  provided  that  “the  United  States  will  adjudicate  and  settle 
the  claims  of  its  citizens  against  Spain.”  This  was  a  new  field  for  Mr.  Fuller. 
He  was  obliged  to  immediately  acquaint  himself  with  international  law  in¬ 
volved  in  the  cases.  A  bureau  had  to  be  formed,  assistant  attorneys  employed 
for  the  home  office  and  to  send  to  Cuba  to  take  testimony,  also  clerks,  inter¬ 
preters,  stenographers,  etc.  Mr.  Fuller  looked  upon  the  cases  with  suspicion. 
In  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  cases  the  plaintiffs  were  originally  Cubans. 
\\  ho  had  come  to  the  C  mted  States  to  attend  school  or  other  purposes  and 
while  here  were  naturalized.  They  returned  to  Cuba,  married,  reared  their 
children  and  never  owned  a  dollar's  worth  of  property  in  the  United  States  or 
paid  taxes.  He  also  believed  that  there  was  such  a  condition  of  war  in  Cuba 
that  there  was  no  liability,  under  international  law,  on  the  part  of  Spain  for 
damages  growing  out  of  military  operations.  There  were  many  other  inter¬ 
esting  questions  involved.  Mr.  Fuller  believing  that  in  a  majority  of  the  cases 
the  plaintiffs  were  not  bona  fide  citizens  and  believing  that  most  of  the  dam¬ 
ages  incurred  were  not  the  result  of  military  operations,  conceded  nothing  and 
fought  the  cases  with  great  determination.  He  was  repeatedly  told  by  at- 
(60) 
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torneys  for  plaintiffs  that  he  was  making  an  uncalled-for  fight  for  the  govern¬ 
ment.  There  were  five  hundred  forty-two  cases  filed  before  the  court,  the 
claims  amounting  to  sixty-two  million  six  hundred  and  seventy-two  thousand 
seventy-seven  dollars  and  seventy-eight  cents;  many  of  them  over  one  million 
each  and  in  one  there  was  over  four  millions  involved.  Testimony  had  to  be 
taken  in  United  States,  Cuba  and  Spain,  and  most  of  it  taken  in  the  Spanish 
language  and  translated  into  English.  The  work  continued  much  longer  than 
Mr.  Fuller  anticipated  when  he  entered  the  service.  When  he  resigned,  June 
i,  1907,  over  two-thirds  of  the  cases  had  been  determined  and  judgments  al¬ 
lowed  considerably  less  than  three  per  cent,  of  the  amount  involved.  Mr. 
Fuller  was  very  anxious  to  continue  the  work  to  the  end,  but  delays  occurred 
beyond  lus  control.  His  private  business  had  been  neglected  and  after  serv¬ 
ing  from  March  9,  1901,  to  June  1,  1907,  he  resigned  and  returned  to  West 
L  nion,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  his  private  affairs  and  general 
business. 

William  E.  Fuller  was  married  in  Kossuth,  Des  Moines  county,  Iowa, 
January  1,  1868,  to  Lou  J.  Harper,  the  only  child  of  William  and  Harriet 
(  Heizei  )  Harper.  She  was  a  native  of  Des  Moines  county  and  was  educated 
at  the  State  University.  Her  parents  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Des 
Moines  county,  where  her  father  had  been  a  prominent  citizen  since  1842  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  in  1850  and  again  in  1870.  He  was 
the  foundei  of  the  State  Bank  of  Mediapolis  and  its  president  for  over  twenty 
years.  He  was  an  elder  of  the  Presbyterian  church  for  over  fifty  years.  He 
died  in  his  ninetieth  year,  December  31,  1908. 

Mi.  and  Mrs.  fuller  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  seven  are 
now  living,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  namely:  Levi  Harper,  who  was 
born  December  10,  1868,  is  a  practicing  lawyer  in  Chicago;  he  married  Bessie 
Brown,  September  5,  1893,  and  they  have  two  daughters,  Dorothy  and  Eliza¬ 
beth.  Harriet  May,  born  May  23,  1871,  married  C.  W.  Holbrook,  July  24, 
1895,  now  a  lawyer  in  Okmulgee,  Oklahoma;  they  have  two  sons,  William 
Fuller  and  Carleton  Joseph.  Stella  E.,  who  was  born  February  2,  1875,  mar¬ 
ried  Rev.  M.  P.  McClure,  September  1,  1897,  now  pastor  of  the  First  Presby¬ 
terian  church,  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa;  they  have  two  children,  Donald  Fuller  and 
Kathryn.  Clara  Augusta,  born  March  9,  1877,  married  Roy  D.  Carpenter, 
October  20,  1909,  cashier  of  the  Okmulgee  State  Bank,  Oklahoma.  William 
W.,  born  January  28,  1880,  married  Edith  Iva  Smith,  August  10,  1904:  they 
have  two  children,  Louise  Adams  and  Margaret ;  he  is  district  agent  for  the 
Northwestern  Life  Insurance  Company  and  resides  at  Mandan,  North  Dakota. 
Howard  Tipton,  born  September  13,  1884,  is  cashier  of  the  Peoples  Bank, 
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Mason  City,  Iowa;  married  Edith  Evelyn  Padden,  April  3,  1907,  and  they 
have  a  daughter,  Marion.  Robert  Edward,  born  December  6,  1888. 

Mis.  Y\  illiam  E.  Fuller  died,  after  a  lingering'  illness,  November  2,  1901. 
She  \\  as  a  v  oman  of  intense  devotion  to  her  children.  She  was  possessed 
of  iaie  judgment,  keen  intellect  and  a  cultivated  mind.  Her  home  was  always 
open  to  her  friends.  The  entire  community  was  deeply  grieved  when  she 
passed  from  this  life.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

Mr.  Fuller  married  a  second  time,  his  last  wedding  occurring  December 
10,  1903*  -h>e\\  \ 01k  City,  to  Mrs.  Clara  McLean  (Heath)  Manning,  who 

"as  born  in  New  \  ork  City  December  8,  1853,  and  who  also  traces  her  ances- 
tial  line  back  to  Edward  Fuller.  She  and  her  husband  had  a  common  ancestor, 
Samuel  Fuller,  about  three  hundred  years  ago.  They  reside  in  the  old  home¬ 
stead  originally  erected  by  Doctor  Levi  Fuller  in  1872  at  West  Union  and 
remodeled  by  them  in  1907. 

Mr.  Fuller  has  been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  since 
he  was  sixteen  years  ofage.  Mrs.  Fuller  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  church. 
Mr.  Fuller  for  many  years  was  on  the  board  of  education  in  West  Union ;  and 
was  also  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  Upper  Iowa  University.  He 
is  vice-president  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank. 

Sufficient  has  been  said  to  indicate  Mr.  Fuller's  high  character  and  emi¬ 
nent  success  in  those  lines  of  endeavor  to  which  he  has  devoted  his  energies. 
\\  ith  a  mind  enriched  by  years  of  close  study  and  profound  research,  he  has 
been  eminently  cjualffied  for  life  s  duties  in  every  respect,  being  a  vigorous 
and  independent  thinker  and  having  the  courage  of  his  convictions  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  and  issues  on  which  men  and  parties  divide,  a  man  of  noble  aims  and  high 
ideals,  a  progressive  citizen  with  the  welfare  of  his  county  at  heart,  and  a 
splendid  type  of  the  broad  minded,  virile  Americanism,  which  gives  moral  bone 
and  sinew  to  the  body  politic  and  makes  our  country  and  its  institutions  hon- 
01  ed  among  the  nations  of  the  earth.  The  biography  of  such  a  man  as  he  may 
well  serve  for  an  example  and  inspiration  to  the  youth  who  seriously  meditate 

life,  yet  hesitate  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  stern  realities  of  life  which  await 
them. 


ELLIOTT  PUTNAM. 

The  gi  eat  Fmpiie  state  has  sent  a  vast  number  of  enterprising  citizens 
to  northern  Iowa  and  they  have  done  a  very  commendable  work  in  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  the  communities  where  they  have  cast  their  lots.  Of  those  who 
have  located  in  Fayette  county,  Elliott  Putnam,  a  progressive  farmer  of  Fair- 


948 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


field  township,  is  deserving  of  special  mention  here.  He  was  born  on  Decem¬ 
ber  9,  1852,  in  Syracuse,  New  York,  and  is  the  son  of  Lucian  B.  and  Esther 
(Foster)  Putnam,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York  state,  born  February  14, 
1824,  and  died  March  29,  1908.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Canada  and 
died  when  her  son,  Elliott,  of  this  review,  was  only  two  years  of  age.  His 
parents  weie  married  in  Canada  and  emigrated  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1853, 
and  Lucian  B.  Elliott’s  early  life  was  spent  in  an  iron  foundry.  After  1865  his 
principal  occupation  was  farming.  His  father,  Edward  Elliott,  was  a  lineal 
descendant  of  Gen.  Israel  Putnam,  of  Revolutionary  fame.  Lucian  was 
three  times  married,  first  to  Esther  Foster,  which  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children,  three  of  whom  survive:  Helena  B.,  now  Mrs.  Potter,  of 
Fredericksburg,  Iowa;  Edward  H.,  of  Moline,  Illinois;  and  Elliott,  of  this 
review.  Lucian  B.  Putnam’s  second  wife  was  Cynthia  Crosby,  which  union 
continued  for  nearly  forty  years,  when,  on  December  28,  1889,  Mrs.  Putnam 
was  called  to  her  reward,  leaving  one  daughter,  Estella,  now  Mrs.  Thomas. 
Four  years  later,  Mr.  Putnam  formed  a  matrimonial  alliance  with  Mrs.  Phoebe 
E.  Thomas,  who  died  October  6,  1896.  Mr.  Putnam  was  a  man  well  liked 
and  fairly  successful  in  his  life  work.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  and  belonged  to  the  Masonic  order;  he  is  described  as  a 
man  of  high  ideals  and  tender  affections. 

In  his  boyhood  days  Elliott  Putnam  attended  the  district  schools  of  his 
home  community.  He  was  married  on  April  27,  1887,  to  Caroline  Nus, 
daughter  of  Hugo  and  Henriecka  (Meisgeier)  Nus,  both  natives  of  Germany, 
from  which  country  they  came  to  America  in  1836,  and  they  located  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  Mr.  Nus  has  become  one  of  the  wealthy  and 
influential  citizens  of  Fairfield  township.  He  and  his  wife  have  become  the 
parents  of  a  large  family,  seventeen  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elliott  Putnam  began  their  married  life  on  a  farm  in 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  which  they  later  sold,  and  in  1907  purchased  their 
present  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  36,  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Putnam,  being  a  practical  and  modern  farmer,  has  placed  his  farm 
under  splendid  improvements  and  has  carried  on  general  farming  in  a  very 
successful  manner.  He  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising- 

o 

and  handles  a  good  grade  of  all  kinds  of  live  stock,  which,  owing  to  their 
excellent  quality,  find  a  ready  market.  He  has  a  veiy  comfortable  dwelling 
and  good  outbuildings. 

Personally,  Mr.  Putnam  is  a  man  of  generous  impulses,  genteel,  kind, 
honorable,  and  he  enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  neighbors  and  acquaintances 
everywhere. 
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The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam  consists  of  five  children,  three  of 
their  own  and  two  sons  of  Mrs.  Putnam’s  sister,  now  deceased;  they  are 
Ernest,  born  August  14,  1889  ;  Arthur,  born  December  16,  1890;  Bertha,  born 
October  8,  1892;  Marie,  born  January  12,  1897.  Chester  and  Donald,  the 
twins,  are  seven  years  old,  and  they  are  treated  with  just  the  same  considera¬ 
tion  as  if  they  were  the  own  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Putnam.  Mrs.  Put¬ 
nam  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  Evangelical  church,  and  is  a  lady 
of  many  amiable  traits.  Her  loving  disposition  is  shown  in  caring  for  those 
little  orphan  children.  She  looks  after  them  with  all  a  mother’s  love  and  at¬ 
tention. 


JOSEPH  WAZLAWSKI. 

Of  the  many  Germans  who  have  cast  their  lot  with  the  people  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  few  of  them  have  become  the  owners  of  neater  homes 
and  better  tilled  farms  than  Joseph  Wazlawski,  of  Smithfield  township,  his 
splendid  farm  showing  at  a  glance  the  thrift  and  good  management  of  the 
owner.  He  was  born  on  January  18,  1864,  in  Bromberg,  Germany.  His 
parents,  John  and  Barbara  Wazlawski,  lived  and  died  in  the  fatherland,  and 
there  his  two  sisters  and  two  brothers  still  reside.  Joseph  came  to  America 
when  fourteen  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1889,  and  located  at  Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  for  six  years.  In  1895  he  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  married  Minnie  Wagoner,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Min¬ 
nie  Wagoner;  her  father  died  in  Germany  when  but  forty-five  years  of  age, 
and  her  mother  came  to  the  United  States  in  1890  and  one  year  later,  her 
daughter,  Mrs.  Wazlawski,  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  our  shores.  The  mother 
died  September  7,  1907,  and  is  buried  at  Oelwein,  this  county. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wazlawski  moved  to  Wisconsin 
where  they  remained  two  years,  then  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  Mr. 
Wazlawski  was  soon  engaged  by  the  Great  Western  Railroad  Company, 
with  which  he  remained  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  giving  his  employers 
very  satisfactory  service.  By  economy  and  tact  he  had  saved  enough  money 
during  that  period  to  purchase  his  present  splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  acres,  on  which  he  has  placed  substantial  improvements,  rendering  it 
one  of  the  choice  farms  of  the  township,  well  kept  and  managed  in  such  a  skill¬ 
ful  manner  as  to  reward  its  owner  abundantly  for  his  pains  and  labors  as  a 
general  farmer.  He  recently  built  a  large,  modern  and  well  arranged  barn 
and  poultry  house,  and  in  1910  he  had  a  deep  well  drilled,  from  which  pipes 
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carried  an  abundant  suply  of  water  to  tanks  located  conveniently  for  watering 
Ins  stock,  of  which  he  keeps  an  excellent  grade,  and  he  engages  extensively 
m  feeding  various  kinds  of  livestock  for  the  market,  which,  owing  to  their 
superior  quality,  always  find  ready  sales.  He  has  a  very  pleasant  and  well 
located  home  and,  in  fact,  everything  to  make  life  desirable  in  the  country, 
which,  after  all,  is  the  most  satisfactory.  He  is  deserving  of  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  considering  the  fact  that  he  started 
in  life  as  a  poor  man,  but  by  persistent  hard  work  and  good  management  he 
has  become  faiily  well  to  do  and  ranks  among  our  best  farmers  and  best  citi¬ 
zens  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  He  had  but  four  hundred  dollars  when  he 
began  his  married  life. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  V  azlawski  four  children  have  been  born,  named  as 
follows:  Aithur,  born  May  io,  1892;  Lena,  born  August  26,  1893;  Hettie, 
born  August  3,  1895;  Carl,  born  April  28.  1897. 

Religiously,  the  Lutheran  church  of  Arlington  claims  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Wazlawski's  membership,  and  he  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 


JOHN  C.  ROBBINS. 

One  of  the  most  active  thoroughgoing  farmers  and  enterprising  and 
highly  respected  citizens  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  is  John  C.  Rob¬ 
bins,  who  was  born  November  24,  1853.  He  is  the  son  of  Francis  K.  and 
Christina  (Peters)  Robbins,  the  father  born  in  Vermont  June  26,  1819,  died 
November  19,  1909;  the  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  February  22, 
1824,  and  died  March  8,  1909.  They  were  a  fine  old  couple,  highly  honored 
b\  then  neighbors.  About  1850  they  moved  from  Ohio  to  fackson  county, 
Iowa,  where  they  remained  a  short  time,  then  moved  to  Clayton  county,  this 
state,  in  1853,  having  sold  out  their  farm  in  the  former  place,  which  consisted 
partly  of  prairie  land.  Mr.  Robbins  was  a  very  active  and  hard  working  man. 
and  during  his  day  cleared  a  great  deal  of  land.  He  was  a  Republican  and 
a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  Having  followed  farming  all  his 
life,  in  1904  be  retired  and  lived  in  Elgin,  Iowa,  though  he  remained  active 
to  his  death.  His  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  named  as  follows: 
Cleiinda,  boin  April  21,  1843*  married  Rev.  William  Wenerich  and  she  died 
about  1865  >  Jerome  N.,  born  December  24,  1845,  is  farming  in  Clayton 
county,  Iowa;  Mary  Ann,  born  December  29,  1847,  died  in  childhood;  Maloa 
C.,  born  July  23,  1851,  married  Gordon  C.  McCray  and  lives  in  Canada:  John 
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C. ,  of  this  review;  Arvilla,  born  February  4,  1856,  married,  first,  Ed.  Cope¬ 
land  and  second,  George  Stamp ;  both  being  deceased,  she  makes  her  home  at 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  Susan  C.,  who  was  horn  April  23,  1859,  married  John 

D.  Shaffer,  of  Illyria  township,  this  county  (see  his  sketch)  ;  Ida  M.,  born 
November  30,  1862,  married  Ed.  Patterson  and  lives  in  Elkader,  Iowa  ;  Amy 
M.,  born  September  24,  1865,  married  Joe  Layton,  and  lives  in  West  Union; 
James  H.,  born  March  10,  1868,  is  farming  near  Volga,  Iowa;  he  married 
Nellie  Lamphier;  Elnora,  who  was  born  June  23,  1872,  is  the  wife  of  Ed. 
Klingman  and  lives  at  Elgin,  Iowa. 

John  C.  Robbins,  of  this  review,  attended  the  home  schools  and  remained 
under  his  parental  roof-tree  until  1880.  On  February  25th  of  that  year  he 
married  Hattie  Klingman,  of  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and 
this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  named  as  follows ;  Francis 
L.,  born  January  17,  1882,  was  educated  in  the  home  schools,  graduating 
from  the  schools  at  Fayette,  Iowa,  in  1909,  also  attended  the  State  University 
at  Madison,  Wisconsin,  which  conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  Master  of 
Arts ;  he  is  now  principal  of  the  schools  at  Rosendale,  Wisconsin ;  in  August, 
1900,  he  married  Frances  T.  Medbury,  of  Illyria  township,  this  county. 
Edna  M.  Robbins,  who  was  born  September  26,  1884,  was  educated  in  the 
home  schools,  graduated  at  Fayette,  Iowa,  in  1909  and  is  now  teaching  at 
St.  Paul,  Nebraska,  in  the  normal  there,  having  previously  taught  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  her  home  community.  Elizabeth  C.  Robbins,  born  on  November 
18,  1888,  died  in  infancy.  Emerald  C.,  born  March  17,  1899,  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  schools,  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Fayette,  Iowa, 
in  1909  and  is  living  at  home.  Edward  J.,  born  April  14,  1895,  was  edu- 
cated  in  the  local  schools  and  is  living  at  home. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  C.  Robbins  located  near  Ran- 
dalia,  Iowa,  on  a  farm ;  remaining  there  two  years  they  sold  out  and  went  to 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  lived  in  Highland  township  one  year,  then  went  to 
Custer  county,  Nebraska,  and  got  a  half  section  of  land  and  remained  there 
eight  years,  when  they  sold  out  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  in  sections 
11  and  12,  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Since  coming  here  Mr. 
Robbins  made  all  the  improvements  on  the  place  and  brought  it  to  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  until  it  now  ranks  with  the  best  farms  of  the  county. 
He  has  a  very  comfortable  and  substantial  residence  and  such  outbuildings 
as  bis  needs  require.  Besides  carrying  on  general  farming  he  also  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising,  especially  short  horn  cattle,  Duroc 
hogs,  and  some  good  grades  of  horses  and  sheep.  Recently  he  has  rented 
this  farm  and  bought  property  in  Fayette,  where  he  now  lives  in  order  to  give 
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his  children  the  benefit  of  attendance  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  he 
expects  to  retire  from  active  farming.  The  children,  Edna  and  Francis,  are 
graduates  from  the  university,  and  Emerald  and  Edmond  expect  to  take  a  full 
course  there. 

Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  ;  he  is  regarded  as  a  very  painstaking  farmer,  a  good  neighbor  and  a 
man  who  is  interested  in  the  general  growth  of  his  county. 


LOUIS  C.  NUS. 

A  man  who  has  been  conspicuously  identified  with  the  material  growth 
of  his  section  of  Fayette  county  is  Louis  C.  Nus,  and  to  him  nature  has  not  de¬ 
nied  a  fair  measure  of  success  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits,  for  he 
has  been  a  very  persistent  worker  and  his  present  valuable  farmstead  would 
indicate  that  he  is  a  good  manager  as  well.  His  birth  occurred  in  this  county, 
on  September  14,  1858,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Hugo  and  Henreicka  (Meis- 
geier)  Nus,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father  born  September  4,  1836,  and 
the  mother  on  October  21,  1837.  They  came  to  America  in  1853  ar*d  were 
married  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  on  April  9,  1855.  They  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  in  1856,  and  located  on  his  present  farm,  he  having  begun  life  in  this 
county  as  a  day  laborer,  be  being  one  of  the  many  pioneer  settlers  of  this  lo¬ 
cality  who  began  their  careers  here  in  this  way;  but  being  a  bard  worker  and 
persistent  he  accumulated  rapidly  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  large  farm,  well 
improved. 

Louis  C.  Nus,  of  this  review,  is  the  third  of  his  father’s  family  of  sev¬ 
enteen  children.  He  received  a  common  school  education,  remaining  with  his 
father  until  he  became  of  age,  when  he  began  life  as  a  day  laborer,  saving  his 
wages  until  at  the  close  of  three  years  he  had  one  thousand  dollars  of  his 
earnings.  In  1891  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  lives  at  present  and  he 
has  been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  has  a  very  comfortable  home. 
He  was  married  on  April  5,  1888,  to  Mary  Semrn,  daughter  of  Christian  and 
Margaret  Semm,  natives  of  Germany,  from  which  country  they  emigrated  to 
America  in  1853,  and  setteld  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they  purchased  a 
farm,  in  which  occupation  Mr.  Sem  has  been  very  successful ;  he  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Arlington  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years,  his  wife  having  died  in 
March,  1889,  and  is  buried  in  Taylorsville  cemetery.  Three  children,  all  liv¬ 
ing,  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Fred,  August,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Mr.  Nus, 
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whose  birth  occurred  May  i,  1863;  and  she  grew  to  maturity  and  was  edu¬ 
cated  in  her  native  community. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Xus  began  their  married  life  on  rented  land,  moving  to 
their  present  home  in  1891,  into  a  small  frame  house  where  they  lived  until 
1899,  when  they  built  a  modern  and  beautiful  residence,  which  is  furnished 
with  all  modern  conveniences,  acetylene  lights  having  been  recently  installed, 
having  their  own  plant.  Thousands  of  yards  of  cement  have  been  used  for 
walks  about  the  place,  also  for  flooring  and  water-tanks,  and  an  excellent  silo 
has  been  built,  in  the  barn,  of  cement.  It  is  probable  that  no  better  facilities 
for  breeding  and  feeding  stock  can  be  found  in  the  county  than  at  Air.  Nus’s 
place.  He  is  a  splendid  mechanic  and  has  provided  his  work-shop  with  all 
kinds  of  tools  and  he  does  most  of  his  own  repairing.  Everything  about  the 
place  shows  thrift  and  prosperity  and  exceptionally  good  management.  No 
small  part  of  Air.  Xus  s  success  has  been  due  to  the  encouragement  and 
assistance  of  Airs.  Nus,  who  is  a  broad-minded  woman  and  always  verv  in¬ 
dustrious. 

Adding  to  his  first  purchase,  Mr.  Nus  now  has  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ninety-two  acres  and  timber  land. 

Air.  and  Airs.  Nus  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  namely:  Anna,  born 
October  25,  1891,  takes  much  pleasure  in  music  in  which  she  has  taken  special 
instructions  and  has  much  more  than  ordinary  talent ;  Glen,  born  December 
23>  i8951  Alyia,  born  August  24,  1892. 

Politically,  All.  Xus  is  a  Republican,  and  both  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
beis  of  the  Lutheran  church,  well  known  and  popular  in  the  local  congregation 
and  in  all  circles  in  the  township  which  has  long  been  honored  by  their  citi¬ 
zenship. 


PHILIP  LENHART. 

We  delight  to  honor  such  men  as  Philip  Lenhart,  a  well  known  and  highly 
respected  citizen  of  Lairfield  township,  who,  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  has 
resided  in  Payette  county,  and  most  of  his  time  has  not  only  been  a  witness 
to  its  growth  and  development,  but  has  also  been  an  active  participant  in  its  in¬ 
dustrial  enterprises.  A  substantial  and  forceful  factor  in  all  that  tends  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  material  prosperity  of  the  locality  where  he  cast  his  lot  in  the  early 
days,  it  is  indeed  proper  that  appropriate  mention  be  made  of  him. 

Air.  Lenhart  was  born  August  14,  1841,  in  Baden,  Germany,  and  when 
twelve  years  of  age  he  emigrated  to  America  with  his  father,  Martin,  and  his 
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brother,  Peter,  his  mother,  Mrs.  Catherine  Lenhart,  having  died  in  her  native 
land  in  1842,  the  father  surviving  her  over  a  half  century,  dying  in  1894  at 
an  advanced  age.  The  Lenharts  reached  our  shores  on  July  4,  1863.  They 
first  located  at  Freeport,  Illinois,  and  the  date  of  their  arrival  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  was  December,  1864,  having  at  that  time  purchased  forty  acres 
near  Mr.  Lenhart's  present  home,  having  selected  a  good  place  in  section  24, 
Fairfield  township,  where  they  established  a  very  comfortable  home. 

Philip  Lenhart  received  a  very  limited  education,  but  contact  with  the 
world  and  home  reading  has  made  him  a  very  well  informed  man.  He  has 
been  three  times  married,  first  to  Catherine  Eckhart,  on  February  13,  1864. 
She  was  born  December  15,  1840,  and  died  January  14,  1891,  and  ten  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  to  this  union,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  M.  Fry;  Fredericka, 
wife  of  L.  Roberts;  Ella,  wife  of  George  Jacobs;  Michael;  John;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  C.  Morf;  Hattie,  deceased;  Katie  is  the  wife  of  A.  Smith;  George 
and  Fred.  The  father  of  these  children  was  married  to  his  second  wife, 
Caroline  Osmus,  October  23,  1889,  and  her  death  occurred  in  1895.  Mr. 
Lenhart  married  his  third  wife,  Katie  Meyres,  April  14,  1896. 

Mr.  Lenhart  talks  most  interestingly  of  the  pioneer  days  and  of  the  sub¬ 
sequent  development  of  the  county,  which  he  has  witnessed  for  more  than  four 
decades.  He  hauled  his  grain  and  dressed  hogs  to  the  nearest  market, 
McGregor,  Iowa,  for  some  years  after  locating  here.  1  here  W’as  plenty  of 
wild  game  in  the  uncut  forests  and  on  the  uncultivated  prairies  when  they  came 
here,  and  he  and  his  father  and  brother  lived  principally  on  rabbit  and  johnny 
cake’’  during  their  first  winter  here.  He  recalls  a  time  when  a  band  of  In¬ 
dians,  led  by  a  chief,  passed  his  home  on  their  way  to  some  northern  hunt¬ 
ing  grounds,  and,  noticing  a  peacock  in  his  yard,  stopped  and  asked  for  tail 
feathers.  He  gave  them  the  feathers  and  after  they  had  been  placed  in  the 
head-gear  of  the  red  men  the  Indians  showed  their  pleasure  and  appreciation 
by  forming  a  circle  in  the  door-yard  and  dancing  a  “joy  dance. 

Mr.  Lenhart  is  a  very  successful  farmer  and  has  been  a  good  manager 
from  his  youth  up.  He  has  made  extensive  and  modern  improvements  on 
his  farm.  He  has  a  large  and  well  arranged  building  especially  designed  for 
breeding  and  feeding  hogs,  and  in  point  of  convenience  and  cost  is  second  to 
none  in  the  county.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  all  kinds  of  stock  and  he  takes 
the  very  best  of  care  of  them.  His  sons,  Michael  and  John,  who  have  re¬ 
mained  on  the  farm  with  their  father,  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  stock- 
raising  and  are  considered  two  of  the  progressive  young  farmers  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and,  like  their  father,  are  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  Mr. 
Lenhart  has  twenty-one  grandchildren  and  five  great-grandchildren.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  straight  Democrat. 
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CLARENCE  M.  DEMING. 

Success  has  been  woithily  obtained  by  Clarence  M.  Deming',  who  is 
today  counted  one  of  the  industrious  farmers  and  substantial  citizens  of  Fair- 
field  tow  nship,  and  by  hard  w7ork  and  close  application  he  has  won  his  present 
station  in  life,  rather  than  depend  upon  influential  friends  to  show  him  the 
load  to  comfort  and  prosperity.  He  was  born  January  30,  1861,  in  this 
county,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  (Mead)  Deming,  his  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Ohio  and  the  mother  born  in  Michigan.  They  were  married  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  in  i860  and  began  their  married  life  on  rented  land.  In 
1865  they  purchased  forty  acres  in  section  25,  and  made  this  their  home  until 
1889,  when  they  moved  to  Arlington,  having  been  successful  in  farming  their 
place  in  Fairfield  township.  The  mother  died  in  1894,  and  is  buried  in  Reed’s 
cemeteiy.  The  father  is  now  living  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years,  making 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  who  keeps  house  for  him.  Mr.  Deming  is  a  well 
known  and  lespected  citizen,  and  although  he  has  been  in  failing  health  for 
some  years  he  retains  his  fortitude  and  cheerfulness  which  has  characterized 
his  life  in  the  past  and  made  him  many  friends  wherever  he  has  cast  his  lot. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Deming,  six  of  whom 
are  living  at  this  writing,  namely:  Effie,  Mrs.  Flower;  Hattie,  Mrs.  Rich¬ 
ards,  Florence,  Mis.  Rawson ;  Birtha  is  clerking-  111  a  store;  Fern  married  a 
Mr.  Foster;  those  deceased  are  Glenn  and  Lottie. 

Clarence  M.  Deming  received  a  common  school  education  in  the  schools 
of  his  native  community  and  in  his  youth  assisted  with  the  work  on  the  home 
place.  O11  January  1,  1889,  he  married  Ida  Stetter,  daughter  of  Rev.  George 
Stetter,  of  the  German  Methodist  church,  having  filled  the  pulpits  in  his  regu¬ 
lar  charges  at  Sioux  City,  Freeport,  Iowa,  and  Galena,  Illinois.  He  is  a 
native  of  Germany  and  a  man  of  much  influence  in  the -church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Deming  began  their  married  life  on  his  present  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  26,  in  Fairfield  township.  It  is 
safe  to  say  that  there  are  few  farmers  in  Fayette  county  who  have  more  or 
better  improvements  on  their  farms  than  have  been  placed  here  by  Mr. 
Deming.  Whatever  he  does  is  done  well,  and  thoroughness,  close  applica¬ 
tion  and  persistency  have  been  keynotes  to  his  success.  Besides  general  farm¬ 
ing,  he  has  long  handled  a  great  deal  of  stock  and  is  a  breeder  of  some  ex¬ 
cellent  grades.  He  has  prepared  his  buildings  for  watering  and  feeding 
where  he  can  take  the  very  best  care  of  all  kinds  of  stock.  His  farm  seems 
well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  grains,  grasses, — in  fact,  most  anything  suited 
to  this  latitude.  He  has  a  neat  and  substantial  home  and  splendid  outbuild¬ 
ings  of  all  kinds. 
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Fraternally,  .Mr.  Dealing  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and,  politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Deming  and  her  daugh¬ 
ters  take  much  interest  not  only  in  beautifying  the  home,  but  in  poultry  rais¬ 
ing  and  the  general  success  of  the  farm.  The  two  daughters  are  Pearl,  born 
December  20,  1890,  and  Emogene,  born  November  29,  1894;  they  both  have 
a  good  common  school  education. 


D.  GEORGE  ECICHEART. 

A  man  who  has  not  only  been  thrifty,  but  who  has  been  able  to  do  the 
community  where  he  lives  much  good  by  giving  of  his  time  and  influence  to 
its  advancement  is  D.  G.  Eckheart,  farmer  and  stock  man,  of  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county.  Starting  as  he  did  with  small  capital  and  having  never 
received  aid  from  anyone,  the  splendid  property  which  he  has  acquired  shows 
that  he  has  been  a  man  of  excellent  business  ability  and  exercised  good  judg¬ 
ment  throughout  his  career.  He  was  born  August  4,  1867,  in  this  county, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Michael  and  Fredericka  (Heiden)  Eckheart,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  the  father  having  come  to  the  United  States  with  his  parents  when 
a  boy,  in  about  1850.  The  family  settled  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  pur¬ 
chased  the  present  Eckheart  farm,  and  engaged  successfully  in  general  ag¬ 
ricultural  pursuits,  becoming  well  established  here,  also  in  Clayton  county 
where  they  purchased  land  many  years  ago  and  on  which  they  located.  Both 
of  the  paternal  grandparents  of  D.  G.  Eckheart  are  deceased,  the  grandfather 
dying  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years  and  his  wife  in  1867,  and  they  are 
buried  at  Taylorsville,  this  county.  Michael  Eckheart,  father  of  D.  G.,  received 
a  common  school  education,  and  in  1866  he  married  and  moved  on  his  father  s 
farm,  now  the  home  of  the  subject.  The  father  carried  on  general  farming 
and  in  1897  moved  to  Arlington;  his  death  occurred  in  1903,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-one  years,  his  wife  surviving  until  1909,  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six 
years,  and  they  are  both  buried  at  Taylorsville  cemetery.  They  had  many 
friends  in  this  community.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom 
four  are  living,  namely:  Emma,  now  Mrs.  Stout;  Ella,  Charles  and  D.  G. 
Fred  and  Philip  are  deceased. 

D.  G.  Eckheart  received  a  common  school  education  and  grew  to  man¬ 
hood  on  the  home  farm.  On  May  8,  1895,  he  married  Emma  M.  Meisgeier, 
who  was  born  October  15,  1871,  the  daughter  of  Carl  and  Catherine 
(Huepsch)  Meisgeier.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Germany  who  came  to 
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this  country  in  1852  and  located  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  he 
is  a  well  known  and  respected  farmer  in  Fairfield  township,  where  he  owns  a 
good  farm. 

Mr.  Eckheart  began  his  married  life  on  a  rented  farm.  In  1903  he 
purchased  his  father's  homestead  and  has  since  that  time  devoted  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  improving  the  place,  which  he  has  made  yield  abundantly.  His  farm 
contains  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  and  is  located  in  one  of  the  best 
sections  of  the  county.  He  gives  special  attention  to  raising  Poland-China 
hogs,  keeping  some  excellent  breeds, — in  fact,  he  keeps  a  good  grade  of  all 
kinds  of  stock.  He  has  a  good  home  and  his  farm  is  one  of  the  desirable 
places  in  this  township.  He  belongs  to  the  fraternal  order  of  Yeomen  and 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics.  Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Eckheart,  Carrol,  born  in  1901  ;  Gertrude,  born  in  1903,  and  Harry,  born 
in  1910.  Mrs.  Eckheart  belongs  to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church 
of  St.  Sebolcl. 


ERNEST  L.  NUS. 

A  man  who  has  made  a  success  of  farming  and  stock  raising  because  he 
has  worked  consistently  and  along  proper  lines  and  relied  upon  his  own  judg¬ 
ment  rather  than  seeking  the  opinions  of  others  and  waiting  for  someone  else 
to  do  his  work,  is  Ernest  L.  Nus,  a  well  established  farmer  in  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  who  was  born  September  12,  1869,  in  this  county.  He 
is  the  son  of  Hugo  and  Henreicka  Nus,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected 
family  of  this  county,  the  elder  Nus, being  a  wealthy  farmer  who  came  to  the 
United  States  from  Germany,  locating  in  Fayette  county,  in  1853,  without 
a  dollar,  but  who,  by  characteristic  German  energy'  and  thrift,  has  accumu¬ 
lated  one  of  the  most  valuable  and  best  improved  farms  in  the  county.  He 
and  his  wife  perhaps  have  the  largest  family  of  children,  there  being  seven¬ 
teen  in  number,  of  any  family  in  the  county. 

Ernest  Nus  remained  on  the  home  farm,  assisting  with  the  general  work 
about  the  place  until  he  was  of  age.  He  received  a  good  common  school 
education,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  laborer;  he  saved  his  earnings 
and  when  he  had  a  sufficient  capital  purchased  a  Percheron-Norman  horse 
for  breeding  purposes.  This  investment  proved  very  successful  and  in  a 
few  years  he  had  other  valuable  imported  horses.  The  Percheron-Normans 
have  always  been  his  favorites,  although  he  has  kept  various  grades  of  the 
equine  family,  and,  being  by  nature  an  exceptionally  good  judge  of  a  horse, 
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lie  has  been  unusually  successful  in  this  respect,  those  he  desired  to  place  on 
the  market  finding  ready  sales,  and  his  stock  has  long  been  greatly  admired 
throughout  this  locality.  He  has  favored  Belgian  horses  and  at  the  present 
time  he  has  a  number  of  excellent  stallions  of  different  ages,  also  a  number  of 
thoroughbred  mares,  all  of  which  are  valued  at  several  thousand  dollars.  He 
also  has  a  fine  herd  of  Aberdeen-Angus  cattle,  and  is  a  breeder  of  Duroc- 
Jersey  hogs.  In  fact,  no  man  is  better  known  as  a  stock  breeder  in  Fayette 
county.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  of  the  county's  choice  farms,  well  improved 
and  carefully  tilled,  and  he  has  a  very  pleasant  home  and  has  built  large  and 
convenient  barns  for  the  care  of  his  different  lines  of  livestock. 

Mr.  Nus  has  never  assumed  the  responsibilities  of  the  married  state. 
His  brother,  Richard  Nus  and  wife,  keeping  house  for  him  in  his  residence 
and  assisting  him  with  the  general  farm  work  and  handling  the  livestock.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  he  started  in  life  empty  handed,  he  is  certainly  deserv¬ 
ing  of  the  large  success  that  has  attended  his  efforts.  Religiously,  he  belongs 
to  the  German  Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  to  which  he  contributes  liberally, 
while  in  politics  he  votes  for  the  best  man  irrespective  of  party. 


JOHN  CONRAD  WILKEN. 

For  a  number  of  years  John  Conrad  Wilken,  well  known  merchant  of 
Arlington,  Fairfield  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  had  been  a  potent  factor 
in  promoting  the  progress  of  this  community  along  social,  business,  intellectual 
and  civic  lines,  being  an  up  to  date  business  man  and  public-spirited  citizen, 
progressive  in  all  that  the  term  implies,  consequently  his  name  well  deserves  a 
place  in  the  record  of  Fayette  county's  representative  citizens.  He  was  born 
November  3,  1868,  in  Hanover,  Germany,  and  there  grew  to  maturity  and 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  vicinity.  Believing  that  America  offered 
special  inducements  for  one  of  his  temperament,  he  emigrated  to  our  shores 
in  June,  1883,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  located  at  Monticello, 
Iowa,  there  finding  employment  on  a  farm  on  which  he  remained  four  years. 

Because  of  ill  health,  he  quit  farm  work  and  started  to  learn  the  harness- 
maker’s  trade  at  Monticello.  Upon  completing  his  trade  he  went  to  Straw¬ 
berry  Point,  Clayton  county,  and  worked  at  it  for  a  time.  In  1892  he  came 
to  Fayette  county  and  located  at  Arlington,  then  known  as  Brush  Creek,  and 
here  engaged  in  the  harness  and  saddlery  business,  opening  a  shop  on  July  22d 
of  that  year,  and  he  has  remained  here  continuously  to  the  present  time,  having 
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built  up  a  very  extensive  business  from  an  humble  beginning,  starting  with 
a  capital  of  but  a  few  hundred  dollars,  now  carrying  a  complete  line  of  harness, 
saddles,  hardware,  farming  implements,  robes,  gloves,  rain  coats,  and  numer¬ 
ous  other  similar  articles,  a  large  and  carefully  selected  stock,  that  would  in¬ 
voice  several  thousand  dollars.  He  has  long  enjoyed  a  very  liberal  patronage, 
his  customers  coming  from  all  over  this  part  of  the  county,  and  they  have 
always  received  such  honest  and  courteous  treatment  that  they  have  not  only 
remained  his  patrons  but  bis  friends  also.  He  owns  the  neat  and  substan¬ 
tial  room  in  which  he  carries  on  his  business,  also  an  attractive  and  comforta¬ 
ble  residence  property.  He  was  one  of  the  principal  organizers  of  the  German- 
American  National  Bank,  recently  launched  successfully  at  Arlington,  a  sound 
and  popular  institution  which  bids  fair  to  be  one  of  the  leading  banks  of  the 
county.  Mr.  Wilken  is  vice-president  of  the  same,  and  one  of  the  principal 
stockholders,  and  his  name  as  such  gives  this  institution  great  prestige,  he  being 
regarded  as  a  man  of  scrupulously  honest  principles  in  all  his  relations  with 
his  fellow  men  and  a  business  man  of  rare  foresight  and  acumen,  keen  discern¬ 
ment  and  a  man  who  makes  few  mistakes  in  his  calculations,  consequently  he 
has  established  a  good  credit  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  classes.  He  carries 
the  largest  and  most  complete  line  of  any  store  in  Arlington, — in  fact,  his  stock 
would  do  credit  to  a  much  larger  town. 

Mr.  Wilken  is  an  active  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fel¬ 
lows,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  local  lodge;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  very  ably  served  as  a  member  of  the 
town  council  for  three  years,  during  which  time  he  did  much  for  the  perma¬ 
nent  good  of  Arlington, — in  fact  he  has  never  lost  an  opportunity  to  do  what 
he  could  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  place. 

Mr.  Wilken  was  married  on  October  6,  1892,  to  Emma  E.  Schoeppe, 
daughter  of  Ernest  and  Augusta  Schoeppe,  both  natives  of  Germany,  from 
which  country  they  came  to  America  about  i860,  and  located  in  Clayton 
county,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Schoeppe  engaged  in  the  retail  meat  business,  being 
a  butcher  by  trade,  for  many  years  carrying  on  a  good  business  at  Strawberry 
Point,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilken  were  married,  which  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  four  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased ;  they  are,  Louise, 
born  January  27,  1894,  and  Lola  B.,  born  December  19,  1904,  are  both  living 
at  home;  Ernest,  born  July  10,  1895,  died  May  14,  1905;  the  other  child  died 
in  infancy,  unnamed. 

Personally,  Mr.  Wilken  is  a  pleasant  man  to  meet,  genial,  kind,  straight¬ 
forward,  unassuming,  and  considering  the  fact  that  he  has  attained  to  a  very 
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substantial  and  comfortable  station  in  life,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
he  started  out  under  unfavorable  environment,  would  indicate  that  he  is  the 
possessor  of  sterling  qualities  and  is  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  universally  held. 


PETER  WOODRING. 

One  of  the  most  conspicuous  characters  in  the  Hawkeye  state  who  is 
laboring  for  the  uplift  of  the  boys  and  who  has  done  a  noble  and  commendable 
work  in  fostering  the  basic  principles  whereby  the  American  youth  may  be¬ 
come  useful  and  leading  citizens  of  the  future  generation  is  Peter  Woodring, 
of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  who  has  also  won  the  plaudits  of  his  fellow  men 
as  a  temperance  worker,  often  laboring  with  disregard  to  his  own  interests 
if  he  could  thereby  aid  ever  so  little  in  eradicating  that  dangerous  traffic  in 
souls,  the  blackest  gangrene  in  our  body  politic.  He  has  prosecuted  many 
cases  against  violations  of  liquor  laws  and  done  much  toward  law  enforce¬ 
ment  at  his  own  expense,  and  in  this  work  he  has  had  an  able  ally  in  his  wife, 
who  is  president  of  the  Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union  in  Oelwein 
and  a  very  active  temperance  worker. 

Peter  Woodring  was  born  in  Northampton  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1844,  the  son  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Heil)  Woodring,  both  natives  of  Penn¬ 
sylvania  and  both  of  German  descent.  When  Peter  Woodring,  Sr.,  was  five 
and  one-half  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Stevenson  county,  Illinois,  locat¬ 
ing  near  Freeport.  The  father  was  a  local  preacher  in  the  German  Evan¬ 
gelical  church,  and  he  followed  the  trade  of  cabinetmaker  in  Cedarville,  near 
Freeport.  He  was  a  good  and  useful  man  and  he  took  a  delight  in  assisting 
worthy  causes.  His  death  occurred  in  1859,  having  been  preceded  to  the 
grave  in  1855  by  his  wife. 

One  of  the  interesting  chapters  in  the  life  of  Peter  Woodring  is  that  bear¬ 
ing  on  his  military  career,  which  began  the  1st  of  September,  1861,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  General 
Black’s  regiment,  in  the  Army  of  the  Frontier.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge.  Arkansas,  an  Prairie  Grove,  both  hotly  contested  engagements ;  be 
was  slightly  wounded  at  the  siege  of  Fort  Blakely,  one  of  the  defenses  of 
Mobile.  After  that  Mr.  Woodring  Was  sent  to  Texas,  where  he  remained 
until  a  year  after  the  war  closed.  He  saw  active  service  through  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg  and  at  the  Capture  of  Mobile.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  May  30,  1866.  Mr.  Woodring  then  came  directly  to  Waverly, 
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Iowa,  and  learned  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade  with  his  brothers,  who  had  lo¬ 
cated  there,  under  the  firm  name  of  Woodring  Brothers,  who  then  con¬ 
ducted  an  extensive  furniture  business  there,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1876,  becoming  proficient  in  this  line  of  work.  In  the  winter  of  1868  and 
1869  he  maintained  a  shop  at  Plainfield  for  a  few  months.  Owing  to  an 
explosion  m  the  engine  of  the  saw-mill  where  he  obtained  his  lumber,  he 
moved  to  Clarksville,  Butler  county,  Iowa,  and  remained  there  one  year, 
then  sold  out  his  shop  and  returned  to  his  brothers’  establishment  at  Waverly. 
In  the  spring  of  1876  he  started  in  business  at  Sumner,  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business.  Ten  years  later  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Oelwein.  He 
was  then  an  ordained  minister  in  the  United  Brethren  church  and  he  trav¬ 
eled  for  several  years,  doing  a  great  deal  of  good  wherever  he  went,  for  he 
was  always  an  earnest  and  forceful  speaker.  He  has  recently  been ’follow¬ 
ing  the  carpenter  s  trade,  but  is  now  devoting  a  great  deal  of  his  time  in  his 
work  as  state  organizer  for  Boys  Trimmer  Clubs,  an  organization  having  for 
its  object  the  trimming  off  ’  of  bad  habits,  encouraging  boys  to  earn  and 
save  money— an  entirely  benevolent  association  which  costs  the  boys  nothing. 
He  is  arousing  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  work  and,  being  a  man  whom 
the  young  people  naturally  like,  he  is  undoubtedly  the  right  man  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Woodring  was  married  in  1868  to  Mary  Jane  Fague,  who  at  that 
time  lived  near  Waverly,  Iowa,  her  people  being  well  established  in  Bremer 
county.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Delilah  (Murphy)  Fague.  Her 
maternal  grandfather,  Rev.  James  Murphy,  was  one  of  the  oldest  United 
Brethren  ministers  m  Iowa.  He  traveled  over  the  state  when  it  was  a  wild 
praiiie,  he  being  one  of  the  best  known  of  the  pioneer  ministers. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  Woodring  ten  children  were  born,  eight  of 
whom  are  living,  namely:  Clara  E.  married  Christopher  B.  Biggie,  resid¬ 
ing  in  Oelwein,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  six  children,  Norma,  Lloyd, 
Myrtle,  Glen,  Lola  and  Paul;  Alberto  I.  married  Martha  Wismer,  superin¬ 
tendent  of  the  Waterloo,  Cedar  Palis  &  Northern  railway,  with  headquarters 
at  Waterloo,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children,  Galie,  Alberta  and 
Ruth;  Nora  lives  in  Oelwein  with  her  parents;  Lila  married  Joseph  L. 
Blunt  and  has  two  children,  Clara  and  Zella,  and  they  live  in  Oelwein ;  Ada 
lives  at  home  with  her  parents;  Pearl  married  D.  B.  Miller,  living  in  Lamar 
Missouri,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  daughters,  Naomi,  Leta  and 
Maxine;  Mr.  Miller  is  a  piano  tuner;  Henry  Edward  Woodring  married 
ynl  Muckier  and  lives  m  San  Jose,  California,  and  this  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  one  daughter,  Allene;  he  graduated  from  the  Oelwein  Busi- 
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ness  University,  and  is  in  the  office  of  the  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Company; 
Laura  Ethel  Woodring  married  W.  D.  Rohrback,  an  engineer  on  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  railroad ;  they  live  at  Clarion,  Wright  county,  Iowa,  and  are 
the  parents  of  one  son,  Duane.  The  ninth  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter 
Woodring  died  in  infancy,  and  Etta,,  the  youngest  child,  died  when  about 
eighteen  months  old. 

Since  1881  Mr.  Woodring  has  been  a  Prohibitionist,  and  has  attended 
many  conventions,  having  been  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  at 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1908,  a  most  memorable  political  gathering.  Mr. 
W oodring  is  an  elder  in  the  Christian  church ;  he  teaches  a  class  of  boys  there 
and  takes  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  the  same.  He  is  also  manager  and 
president  of  the  local  Boys  Trimmer  Club,  consisting  of  about  seventy 
members.  He  has  won  hosts  of  friends  wherever  his  lot  has  been  cast, 
owing  to  his  genuine  worth,  his  readiness  to  assist  his  fellow  men,  his  kind¬ 
ness,  generosity,  and  the  good  he  has  done.  The  seeds  of  help  he  has  sown 
and  the  sunshine  he  has  scattered  broadcast  over  the  land  cannot  be  ade¬ 
quately  measured,  yet  he  is  unassuming  and  meek  in  the  performance  of  the 
Master’s  business. 


FRANKLIN  S.  FORTNEY. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  have  built  up  a  highly  credit¬ 
able  reputation  and  have  distinguished  themselves  by  right  and  honorable  liv¬ 
ing  is  the  subject  of  this  brief  review.  His  success  has  been  achieved  by  close, 
persistent  and  well  directed  effort.  The  parents  of  Franklin  S.  Fortney,  Adam 
and  Emily  (Dewey)  Fortney,  were  both  natives  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  were  married  on  May  19,  1842,  and  it  was  in  that  state  that  Frank¬ 
lin  S.  Fortney  was  born  on  June  30,  1852.  In  1853  they  removed  to  Ohio 
and  after  making  their  home  in  that  state  for  four  years,  they  removed,  in 
1857,  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Clayton  county.  They  decided,  however,  to  make 
their  permanent  home  in  Fayette  county  and  took  up  their  residence  in  Fay¬ 
ette.  They  were  lifelong  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  the 
work  of  which  they  took  an  active  interest.  Mr.  Fortney  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  but  never  aspired  to  office.  During  the  period  of  Indian  warfare  he 
served  with  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  Their  children,  other  than  Franklin  S., 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  were  Mariamney,  who  married  J.  Carnine ;  Samuel; 
Lydia,  who  became  the  wife  of  William  June;  Cornelia,  who  is  now  Mrs. 
Augustua  Allen ;  Bradley,  Lester  and  Everett. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


963 


Mr.  Fortney’s  domestic  life  began  on  October  2,  1876,  when  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Emily  Rice,  daughter  of  George  D.  and  Lucy  J. 
Rice.  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Carroll  county,  in  New  York  state,  and 
were  married  there  July  6,  1852.  One  daughter  was  born  to  them  while 
they  were  still  living  in  the  East,  and  the  other  in  Iowa,  the  first  being  Mrs. 
Fortney,  the  second  now  Mrs.  Nancy  H.  Norton.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rice,  in 
1863.  left  their  home  in  New  York,  and,  coming  to  Iowa,  decided  to  make 
their  home  in  Fayette  county,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Fairfield  township, 
which  is  now  owned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fortney.  It  was  at  this  place  that  Mr. 
Rice  passed  away  on  January  31,  1893,  the  interment  taking  place  at  Taylors¬ 
ville. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fortney  began  their  married  life  in  Taylorsville,  where 
Mr.  Fortney  followed  the  carpenter  trade,  but  after  a  few  years  he  decided  to 
give  up  this  calling  and  devote  his  brains  and  energy  to  farming.  By  hard, 
intelligent  work  and  good  management  he  was  able,  in  1898,  to  purchase  the 
homestead  of  Mrs.  Fortney’s  father,  where  they  still  live.  Due  to  their 
well  directed  efforts  this  farm  is  now  one  of  the  choicest  places  in  the  town¬ 
ship.  It  has  been  well  improved,  is  furnished  with  all  modern  equipments 
and  is  kept  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Mr.  Fortney  devotes  his  attention 
exclusively  to  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  and  the  results  show  the  work 
of  a  careful,  up  to  date  farmer.  Politically,  Mr.  Fortney  is  a  Republican.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fortney 
have  two  children:  Polly,  who  is  married  to  Fred  Hetzel,  and  they  have  four 
children,  Emma  H.,  Helen  Fern,  Henrietta  May  and  Lulu  Ruth.  Their 
second  child,  a  son  named  George,  is  married  to  Nettie  Potter,  and  their 
children  are  Franklin  A.  and  Harry  C.  The  farms  of  both  children  adjoin 
the  home  place  and  are  similarly  well  kept  and  highly  cultivated.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fortney  are  both  well  and  pleasantly  known  throughout  their  community 
and  their  example  is  one  to  be  emulated. 


FREDERICK  L.  ERNST. 

When  passing  through  a  neighborhood  whose  outward  appearances  in¬ 
dicate  particular  thrift,  one  is  tempted  to  ask  if  it  be  not  a  German  community, 
for  no  other  people  are  more  thrifty,  more  careful  managers,  nor  put  all 
their  affairs  on  a  more  solid  foundation,  in  farming  as  well  as  other  business, 
than  do  Americans  of  German  descent.  Here  is  a  man  who  is  a  type  of  such 
a  class. 
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Frederick  L.  Ernst  was  born  in  Laks  county,  Ohio,  July  26,  1854.  His 
father,  breidrich  D.  Ernst,  was  born  in  Wittenbar,  Germany,  March  21,  1833, 
and  came  to  this  country  as  an  infant  the  same  year.  Fred  Ernst,  his  father, 
located  first  in  Ohio,  then  moved  to  Iowa.  Freidrich  D.  was  married  in 
Lake  county,  Ohio,  October  13,  1853,  to  Lozetta  Klingman,  born  in  Baden, 
Germany,  August  14,  1833,  who  had  come  to  America  with  her  parents  in 
1850.  Her  parents  died  in  Ohio.  In  1857  Freidrich  came  to  Highland 
township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  took  up  wild  land  and  improved  it.  After¬ 
wards  he  moved  to  Elgin,  and  then  to  Elkader,  where  he  died  May  1,  1908. 
His  wife  died  at  Elgin,  March  20,  1906.  He  was  a  farmer,  a  member  of 
the  Universalist  church,  and  a  strong  Republican.  No  man  in  the  county  had 
a  better  reputation  for  honesty  and  uprightness  in  all  his  dealings. 

Freidrich  and  Lozetta  Ernst  were  the  parents  of  eight  children;  Fred¬ 
erick  L.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Louisa  R.,  born  May  17,  1856,  married 
C.  M.  Fritz,  died  in  1883;  Lozetta  A.,  born  October  14,  1858,  married  Fred 
Reicher,  died  October  9,  1888;  Albert  E.,  born  July  22,  i860,  died  March 
28,  1863;  Ella,  born  February  25,  1862,  married  Albert  Rawson,  and  died 
in  March,  1900;  Mary,  born  October  20,  1872,  died  October,  1875  ;  Annie  V., 
born  June  2,  1869,  married  John  Layton,  of  Elkader;  Cora  May,  born  April 
28,  1876,  married  Burt  Doty,  died  May  22,  1898. 

Frederick  L.  Ernst  had  only  a  common  school  education.  He  lived  with 
his  father  until  December  6,  1882,  when  he  married  Elizabeth  J.  Peters,  of 
Pleasant  Valley  township,  daughter  of  Alex  W.  Peters,  formerly  of  Virginia, 
and  Margaret  Jane  Mattox,  formerly  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peters 
now  live  on  his  farm  in  Illyria  township  and  are  the  parents  of  seven  children : 
Elizabeth  J.,  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Robert,  of  Clayton  county; 
Mary  H.,  living  at  home;  Margaret  R.,  of  Oklahoma;  Malvina  A.  married 
M.  L.  Klingman,  of  Wadena;  William,  a  farmer  near  Volga  City;  Wallace, 
living  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ernst  have  two  sons,  Walter  W.,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  30,  1883,  ar,d  Robert  H.,  born  April  7,  1887.  These  sons  are  farming 
on  the  old  home  place. 

After  marriage  Mr.  Ernst  lived  in  Illyria  township  for  four  years,  then 
in  1886  purchased  the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  on  which  be 
has  since  resided.  One  hundred  acres  of  this  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultiva¬ 
tion.  He  has  devoted  his  time  mostly  to  general  farming,  raising  corn,  oats, 
hay,  and  barley,  but  has  made  something  of  a  specialty  of  graded  stock,  of 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Norman  horses.  All  of  the  improvements  on  bis 
farm  have  been  made  since  his  occupation,  and  most  of  the  buildings  have  been 
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built  by  his  own  hands.  He  is  a  Republican.  Mrs.  Ernst  is  a  member  of 
the  United  Brethren  church. 

Mr.  Ernst’s  success  has  been  largely  due  to  his  hard  work,  but  he  has 
been  exceptionally  fortunate  in  his  splendid  helpmate  who  has  been  a  good 
manager  and  the  kindest  of  mothers.  He  has  many  firm  friends  in  the  county. 


CHRIS  WENGER. 

Of  those  who  lived  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  during  a  past 
generation,  winning  the  high  esteem  of  their  neighbors,  laboring  successfully 
for  the  good  of  themselves  and  family  and  also  for  the  general  upbuilding  of 
the  community,  thereby  making  the  world  better  because  they  lived  in  it  and 
left  behind  them  the  example  of  worthy  imitation,  was  the  late  Chris  Wenger, 
a  kind,  whole-souled,  generous  man  who  will  long  be  well  remembered  here. 
He  was  born  in  Ohio  on  October  27,  1855,  and  he  was  the  son  of  John  and 
Magdalena  Wenger,  both  natives  of  Bern,  Switzerland,  where  they  grew  to 
maturity  and  married,  coming  to  America  and  locating  in  Ohio.  In  1859 
they  came  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Marion  township  and  there 
the  parents  both  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  being  now  deceased.  The 
father  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  became  very  comfortably  situated  in 
this  country. 

Chris  Wenger  received  a  common  school  education,  and  on  February  19. 
1879,  he  married  Caroline  Kohler,  who  was  born  in  Bern,  Switzerland,  the 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Mary  Ann  (Kreps)  Kohler,  both  natives  of  Switzer¬ 
land.  They  came  to  America  in  1858  and  located  in  Fayette,  Iowa.  Mr. 
Kohler  was  a  butcher  by  trade  and  also  had  a  farm;  his  death  occurred  on 
July  26,  1906,  and  his  wife  is  making  her  home  with  Mrs.  Chris  Wenger, 
wife  of  the  subject.  Two  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Kohler, 
Mrs.  Wenger  and  Rose,  the  wife  of  Fred  Reitz. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chris  Wenger  lived  in  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  two  years,  then  came  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  pur¬ 
chased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  also  bought  ninety  acres  in  Highland 
township,  Clayton  county.  Mr.  Wenger  followed  the  butcher  business  in 
connection  with  general  fanning  and  stock  raising  and  was  very  successful  in 
whatever  he  undertook.  He  made  all  the  splendid  improvements  on  his  farm 
and  built  a  fine  home.  He  took  a  delight  in  keeping  everything  up  to  the 
standard  about  his  place,  and  took  especial  pains  in  raising  good  horses  and 
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hogs.  He  was  a  hard  Working  man  and  a  good  manager.  He  operated  an 
extensive  meat  market  at  Elgin,  Iowa,  for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  was  also 
connected  with  the  Elgin  creamery. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wenger  fifteen  children  were  born,  named  as  follows : 
Rose  H.,  born  May  30,  1880,  is  a  stenographer  at  Waterloo,  Iowa;  Alfred, 
born  January  10,  1882,  married  Lena  Kreuger,  and  is  farming  in  Pleasant 
Valley  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  Louis  was  born  October  1,  1883; 
John  was  born  May  25,  1885;  Fred,  born  February  3,  1887;  Will  born 
November  24,  1888;  Ida,  born  September  7,  1890,-  Christ,  born  January  12, 
1892;  Edward,  born  August  23,  1893;  Lena,  born  March  5,  1895;  Harry, 
born  November  15,  1896;  Charles,  born  September  8,  1898;  Mary,  born 
June  29,  1900  ;  V  alter,  born  May  19,  1902;  Martin,  born  December  29,  1903. 
1  hese  childien,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  oldest,  are  all  at  home  and  they 
and  their  mother  carry  on  the  farm  very  successfully. 

The  death  of  Christ  Wenger  occurred  on  May  10,  1908.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  Lodge  No.  8376,  Highland 
township.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat  and  held  several  minor  offices,  in¬ 
cluding  that  of  school  director.  He  was  well  known  in  this  part  of  the 
county  and  had  numerous  warm  friends  who  admired  him  for  his  stability  of 
character,  bis  honesty,  genial  nature  and  because  of  his  success,  being  a  purely 
self-made  man. 


EDWARD  EUGENE  GEHRING. 

The  farmers  who  are  most  successful  are  those  who,  not  content  with 
general  farming  merely,  devote  much  of  their  time  to  some  specialty  by  which 
they  not  only  increase  pecuniary  profits  in  gaining  for  themselves  and  their 
products  a  reputation,  but  obtain  a  great  deal  more  of  satisfaction  out  of  life. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who,  by  attention  to  stock  breeding,  has  made  his 
farm  known  for  miles  around,  is  doing  far  more  for  the  benefit  of  the  race 
than  he  himself  thinks. 

Edward  Eugene  Gehring  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  December  23, 
1864,  the  son  of  George  Gehring,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  September  25, 
1830,  and  Josephine  Ruetlmer  Gehring,  born  in  Germany,  January  26,  1831. 
His  mother’s  first  husband  was  Carl  Sebastian  Kniel,  who  died  in  Ohio,  leav¬ 
ing  her  with  one  son,  Carl  Sebastian,  now  a  merchant  at  Elgin,  Iowa.  She 
came  to  Iowa  in  1849.  George  Gehring  came  to  America  as  a  young  man,  lo- 
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cated  in  Ohio,  and  then  moved  to  Elkader,  Iowa,  where  he  was  married.  In 
1857  he  came  to  this  county  and  took  up  land  in  Illyria  township.  He  erected  a 
log  house  and  stable,  and  made  a  home  there,  working  and  improving  the 
farm,  on  which  he  lived  until  killed  by  lightning,  July  24,  1869.  His  wife 
remained  on  the  place  until  her  death,  May  6,  1895.  They  were  loyal  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  church.  Six  children  were  the  result  of  their  marriage; 
Caroline,  born  January  31,  1858,  died  February  20,  1858;  Franklin  G.,  born 
March  1,  1859,  now  a  farmer  in  Elgin,  Iowa;  William  M.,  born  February  25, 
1861,  now  a  blacksmith  and  wagonmaker  in  Jennings,  Oklahoma;  Albert  J., 
born  November  5,  1862,  now  a  farmer  in  Elgin;  Edward  E. ;  and  Frederick 
G.,  born  March  25,  1867,  now  a  merchant  in  Elgin. 

Edward  E.  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  has  always  lived  on 
the  home  place.  On  May  26,  1891,  he  married  Louisa  Beers,  born  in  Clayton 
county,  the  daughter  of  Christian  and  Maria  (Schori)  Beers,  who  were  born 
in  Bern,  Switzerland,  he  in  1834  and  she  in  1839,  and  came  with  their  par¬ 
ents  to  Clayton  county,  where  they  were  married.  Mr.  Beers  farmed  in 
Marion  township  and  at  Highland  and  now,  having  retired,  lives  at  Elkader. 
He  is  the  father  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  reached  maturity :  Evelina, 
who  married  John  Kohler,  of  Elgin;  Wilbur,  dead;  Albert,  dead;  William, 
contractor  of  Brooklyn,  New  York;  Louisa;  Ella,  who  married  Robert 
Schmidt,  of  Elkader;  Anna,  married  William  Ebendorf,  of  AVaukon,  Iowa; 
Amelia,  married  William  Davidson,  of  Elkader;  and  Edward. 

Edward  E.  and  Louisa  Gehring  are  the  parents  of  five  children :  Mabel, 
born  May  23,  1892;  Carl  G.,  born  September  26,  1897;  Dorris  M.,  born 
November  12,  1901;  Lester  E.,  born  August  26,  1904;  Florence,  born  No¬ 
vember  4,  1908. 

Edward  E.  and  his  brother  Albert  bought  out  the  heirs  to  his  father’s 
farm  in  1891  and  in  1902  Albert  sold  his  interest  to  Edward  E.,  who  has 
made  the  improvements  on  the  place,  including  a  fine  house  and  good  out¬ 
buildings.  The  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  one  hundred 
and  ten  of  which  are  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  For  the  past  ten  years 
Mr.  Gehring  has  been  a  breeder  of  full-blooded  Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs,  and  of  Brown  Leghorn  and  Buff  Orpington  chickens.  He  keeps 
good  horses  and  is  also  engaged  to  some  extent  in  dairy  farming.  The  stock 
kept  on  the  Gehring  farm  have  won  much  commendation  for  themselves  and 
their  owner. 

Mr.  Gehring  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  an  excellent  manager  and  a 
first-class  all-round  farmer  as  well  as  a  first-class  all-round  man,  as  his  many 
friends  will  testify. 
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HIRAM  D.  WOOD. 

Among  the  venerable  and  well-known  citizens  of  Oelwein,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  he  is  whose  name  heads  this  sketch.  Mr.  Wood,  though  now 
practically  retired  from  active  life,  was  formerly  an  active  and  potent  factor 
in  the  upbuilding  of  the  city  of  his  residence  and  has  at  all  times  enjoyed 
the  unbounded  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  descended 
from  an  honored  and  patriotic  line  of  ancestry  and  in  himself  are  embodied 
many  of  those  sterling  qualities  which  characterized  these  patriot  ancestors. 

Hiram  D.  Wood  was  born  in  Clinton  county,  Kentucky,  on  April  8, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Keziah  (Dougherty)  Wood.  Samuel 
Wood,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  December  25,  1804,  was  a  son  of  James 
Wood,  a  native  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  The  latter  was  a  son  of  Sam¬ 
uel  Wood,  who  was  born  May  2,  1737,  in  Leicestershire,  England.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  the  fourth  in  the  order  of  birth  of  the  five  sons  born  to  his  parents, 
the  others  being  Thomas,  John,  William  and  Abram.  Samuel,  Thomas  and 
John  came  to  America  some  time  prior  to  the  French  and  Indian  war  and 
Samuel,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  became  private  secretary  to  Colonel 
George  Washington,  being  present  at  the  historic  defeat  of  General  Brad- 
dock  near  the  present  city  of  Pittsburgh.  Samuel  Wood  later  settled  in 
Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  and  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  he  took  an 
active  part  in  behalf  of  the  colonists,  though  prevented  from  enlisting  as  a 
soldier  in  the  ranks  because  of  a  defect  in  one  of  his  legs.  His  son  James 
was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812,  serving  under  Gen.  William  Henry  Har¬ 
rison.  The  subject's  mother,  Keziah  Dougherty,  was  born  in  Tennessee 
February  1,  1805,  and  her  father  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  that  state. 
Samuel  Wood  and  Keziah  Dougherty  were  married  May  1,  1825,  and  in 
1832  they  moved  to  Macoupin  county,  Illinois,  where  they  reared  their 
family  of  twelve  children. 

Hiram  D.  Wood  remained  on  the  home  farm  in  Illinois  until  he  was 
eighteen  years  old  and  he  had  an  active  part  in  the  strenuous  work  of  the 
frontier  farm.  When  nineteen  years  old  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Cavalry 
Company,  from  Illinois,  for  service  in  the  Mexican  war.  The  soldiers  were 
required  to  furnish  their  own  horses  and  were  rendezvoused  at  Jefferson 
Barracks.  From  there  they  were  sent  by  steamboat  to  Vera  Cruz,  where 
they  became  a  part  of  the  army  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Winfield  Scott. 
During  his  period  of  enlistment  Mr.  Wood  took  part  in  a  number  of  bat¬ 
tles  and  skirmishes,  experiencing  some  severe  service.  On  his  return  from 
military  service,  he  went  into  the  pine  woods  near  Menominee,  Wisconsin, 
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where  he  was  employed  about  two  years.  Prior  to  going  there  he  had  en¬ 
tered  two  land  warrants  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  one  on  a  warrant  given 
himself  for  service  in  the  Mexican  war  and  the  other  on  a  warrant  he  had 
bought  of  a  comrade.  He  thus  secured  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  and  when  he  returned  from  the  Wisconsin  woods  he  found  'he  had 
enough  money  with  which  to  improve  his  land.  He  was  married  in  i8S3  and 
immediately  located  on  this  Iowa  land,  where  he  remained  thereafter  nearly 
a  half  century.  He  was  of  industrious  habits  and  practical  in  his  methods 
and  succeeded  m  making  of  this  farm  one  of  the  best  agricultural  properties 
m  Ins  section  of  the  state.  When  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  was 
constructed  through  this  section  of  the  state  it  crossed  his  land  and  he  laid 
out  the  town  of  Dundee.  He  built  the  first  store  there  and  ran  it  success¬ 
ful  y  for  about  nine  years.  In  1895  Mr.  Wood  sold  this  store  and  came  to 
Oe  wem,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  also  sold  his  farm,  and  on  coming  to 
Oelwein  he  built  a  store  on  South  Frederick  street,  a  large  two-story  brick 
the  same  being  now  occupied  by  the  Hub  clothing  store.  During  the  follow¬ 
ing  eight  years  he  was  engaged  there  in  the  dry  goods  business,  at  the  end  of 
which  time  he  sold  his  stock,  rented  the  building,  and  has  since  that  time 
oeen  practically  retired  from  active  business  pursuits.  He  is  still  the  owner 
of  considerable  property  in  Oelwein,  which  demands  a  share  of  his  atten¬ 
tion  being  also  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  First  National  Bank,  one 
of  the  solid  and  influential  financial  institutions  of  Fayette  county. 

f  n0n  fept?nJer  J’  l853,  Mr'  Wood  married  Lydia  L-  Luken,  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Prudence  (Macklin)  Luken.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of 

James  Macklm,  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Battalion 
ot  the  Continental  army,  served  during  1777-78,  his  death  occurring  in  Feb- 
uiaiy  119.  His  wife  had  borne  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Johnson. 

‘  is.  Lydia  Wood  was  born  July  1,  1827,  on  the  summit  of  the  Alleghany 
mountains,  m  Cambria  county,  Pennsylvania.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife 
ia\e  een  born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Mary  E 
John  R.,  Ella,  Joel  L„  Jennie  L„  Alice  E„  Rose  M.  and  Margaret  4'  the 
wo  last  named  being  twins.  Ella,  who  resides  in  San  Francisco,  California, 
the  widow  of  Fred  H.  Muckier,  and  is  the  mother  of  two  children,  Byril 
and  Allene.  Jennie  L.  is  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Jones,  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and 
ley  have  one  child,  Byril.  Alice  E.  is  the  wife  of  W.  C.  Smith,  of  Park 
Rapids,  Minnesota,  and  they  have  four  children,  Wood,  Orril,  Arlo  Earl  and 

W  i  p  15  Tg  Wlth  Her  Pai'entS  at  °elwein-  Margaret  is  the  wife  of 
•  •  Ft,  a  jeweler  at  Oelwein.  John,  who  lives  at  Bentonville,  Arkansas, 
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married  Mattie  Riddle,  of  Texas,  and  they  have  two  children,  Jennie  and 
Dougherty.  Joel  is  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Victor,  Colorado. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wood  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat,  and  prior  to 
the  Civil  war  was  elected  surveyor  of  Delaware  county,  having  also  held 
a  number  of  township  offices  in  that  county.  Fraternally  he  is  an  appre¬ 
ciative  member  of  the  Masonic  order.  His  religious  views  are  that  of  the 
Christian  church,  to  which  he  and  his  wife  belong  and  to  which  they  give 
an  earnest  and  liberal  suport.  On  September  i,  1903,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wood 
celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversary,  on  which  occasion  there  was  a 
reunion  of  the  members  of  the  family,  some  coming  from  the  Pacific  coast 
to  do  honor  to  their  parents.  Now,  though  advanced  in  years  and  married 
nearly  six  decades,  they  are  in  enjoyment  of  remarkable  health  and  in  the 
full  use  of  their  faculties,  with  probably  a  number  of  years  of  enjoyable 
life  ahead  of  them.  No  residents  of  this  community  command  a  larger 
share  of  the  public  regard  and  esteem  than  do  this  worthy  couple,  who  have 
been  witnesses  of  and  participants  in  the  wonderful  transformation  which  has 
taken  place  in  the  section  of  country  in  which  they  live.  Their  sterling 
qualities  of  character  and  their  genial  dispositions  have  won  for  them  a  host 
of  warm  and  loyal  friends  throughout  the  community. 


JACOB  KUNZ. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  few  remaining  links  that  connect 
the  present  days  with  those  of  long  ago,  more  than  half  a  century  having  dis¬ 
solved  in  the  mists  of  the  past  since  he  crossed  the  prairies  to  what  was  then 
the  far  west  and  located  a  home  amid  what  was  to  him  new  and  strange  sur¬ 
roundings.  Jacob  Kunz  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Zurich,  Switzerland, 
September  4,  1825,  and  spent  the  first  thirty-three  years  of  his  life  in  his  na¬ 
tive  land.  In  early  manhood  he  became  a  proficient  workman  at  carpentry, 
which  trade  he  followed  in  the  country  of  his  birth  until  he  sought  a  new  home 
in  the  great  republic  across  the  sea,  meanwhile,  at  the  age  of  twenty-six,  tak¬ 
ing  a  life  companion  in  the  person  of  Eliza  Gieryzendanger,  an  estimable 
young  lady  of  the  same  part  of  Switzerland  as  himself,  who  for  nearly  sixty 
years  has  been  his  faithful  wife  and  helpmeet. 

In  1858  Mr.  Kunz  bade  farewell  to  the  familiar  scenes  of  his  native  land 
and  came  to  the  United  States,  proceeding  direct  to  Iowa,  where  he  was  in¬ 
formed  land  could  be  procured  at  reasonable  prices.  Being  pleased  with  the 
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appearance  of  Fayette  county,  he  invested  about  eight  hundred  dollars  he  had 
received  from  his  father’s  estate,  in  a  tract  of  land  about  three-fourths  of  a 
mile  north  of  Waucoma,  for  which  he  paid  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  acre.  Being  skilled  in  the  use  of  tools,  he  was  not  long  in  erect¬ 
ing  a  small  but  comfortable  frame  grout  house,  'which  answered  the  purposes 
of  a  dwelling  until  replaced  by  a  larger  and  more  commodious  edifice  some 
years  later.  Before  locating  permanently  in  Fayette  county  Mr.  Kunz  spent 
a  short  time  in  the  county  of  Winneshiek,  where  several  of  his  early  friends 
and  army  comrades  were  then  living,  among  the  number  being  a  Mr.  Hizer 
who  served  in  the  same  company  with  himself  during  their  military  experience 
in  the  old  world.  Although  enrolled  for  nine  years  in  the  reserve  corps, 
which  was  in  readiness  for  duty  whenever  called  upon,  the  active  service  of 
these  two  comrades  covered  a  period  of  only  eight  months,  during  which  time 
they  took  part  in  the  civil  war  which  then  disturbed  Switzerland,  but  did 
comparatively  little  fighting.  During  the  Civil  war  he  organized  a  company 
and  was  elected  captain,  was  also  justice  of  the  peace  and  school  director. 

After  providing  a  shelter  for  his  family  and  clearing  a  small  portion  of 
his  land,  Mr.  Kunz  found  plenty  of  work  at  his  trade,  as  settlers  were  arriving 
in  large  numbers  and  their  demands  for  his  services  were  urgent.  In  those 
times  wild  game  of  all  kinds  was  plentiful  and,  being  an  expert  shot,  he  ex¬ 
perienced  no  difficulty  in  supplying  the  table  with  an  abundance  of  fresh  meat, 
prairie  chicken,  ducks,  deer  and  other  denizens  of  the  woods  and  prairies, 
affording  an  agreeable  variety  to  the  daily  bill  of  fare.  The  nearest  market 
was  the  town  of  McGregor,  on  the  Mississippi  river,  sixty  miles  distant,  and 
to  that  place  Mr.  Kunz  was  obliged  to  haul  his  wheat,  which  he  sold  at  thirty 
cents  per  bushel  after  paying  freight  at  the  rate  of  a  shilling  per  bushel.  He 
marketed  his  entire  crop  at  one  time,  hiring  seven  teams,  which  with  heavy 
loads  made  a  considerable  cut  in  the  amount  received  for  his  srrain.  Hoes 
butchered  and  hauled  the  same  distance  brought  from  two  dollars  to  two  dol¬ 
lars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundredweight,  but  during  the  Civil  war  prices  rose  to 
a  very  high  scale,  pork  selling  for  fourteen  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred¬ 
weight  and  \vheat  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  bushel. 

Mr.  King  in  due  time  cleared  and  improved  a  fine  farm  and  became  com¬ 
fortably  situated  in  the  matter  of  worldly  wealth.  He  bore  his  full  share  in 
the  development  of  the  country  and  has  lived  to  see  Fayette  county  redeemed 
from  a  wilderness  and  converted  into  one  of  the  finest  and  most  prosperous 
sections  of  the  great  state  of  which  it  forms  a  part.  After  living  fifty-two 
years  on  the  place  which  he  originally  purchased  and  improved,  increasing  its 
area  in  the  meantime  to  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  he  sold  his  land  for 
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fifty-five  dollars  per  acre  and  moved  to  Waucoma,  where,  in  a  beautiful  and 
comfortable  home,  he  is  now  living  in  honorable  retirement.  After  a  long 
and  strenuous  life,  beset  with  difficulties  and  hardships  not  a  few,  he  has  well 
earned  the  rest  which  he  now  enjoys  and  with  sufficient  means  to  insure  him 
ample  comfort  in  the  future,  he  is  passing  toward  the  twilight  of  the  journey’s 
end  in  peace  and  quiet,  cheered  by  the  approval  of  his  conscience  and  the  good 
will  of  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Kunz  was  originally  a  Democrat  and  as  such  filled  various  local 
offices,  but  of  lecent  years  he  has  been  independent  in  politics,  voting  for  the 
candidates  best  qualified  for  the  office  to  which  they  aspire,  irrespective  of 
paity  ties.  1  o  him  and  his  good  wife  have  been  born  fourteen  children,  only 
three  of  whom  survive.  Two  daughters  are  living  at  Waucoma,  namely: 
Bei  tha,  \\  hose  husband,  F red  Babcock,  owns  and  operates  a  farm  near  the 
town,  and  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  S.  Perry,  the  latter  also  a  farmer  and  stock 
laisei  m  the  same  vicinity.  One  son,  Jacob,  left  home  twenty-five  years  ago, 
since  which  time  no  knowledge  of  his  whereabouts  has  been  ascertained. 


DENZJL  ARTHUR  FITCH. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  is  a  son  of  G.  W.  and  R.  A.  Fitch,  of  West 
Union.  He  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  April  n, 
t8/4-  His  early  life  was  spent  in  his  native  county,  and  he  entered  school  at 
West  Union  when  a  child  of  five  years,  pursuing  the  course  through  the  vari¬ 
ous  grades,  and  spent  two  years  in  the  high  school.  His  brother,  William  E., 
was  then  in  the  laundry  business,  and  it  was  the  ambition  of  the  younger 
brother  to  take  up  that  industry.  He  worked,  as  a  journeyman  and  foreman, 
in  large  laundries  at  Fa  Salle,  Ottawa  and  Joliet,  Illinois,  for  several  years, 
when  he  secured  a  position  as  traveling  salesman  for  a  Chicago  laundry  sup¬ 
ply  house.  After  some  years  spent  in  this  work,  he  purchased  a  half-interest 
with  his  brother-in-law,  J.  E.  Palmer,  in  the  Mendota,  Illinois,  laundry.  A 
year  later  he  bought  out  Mr.  Palmer,  who  removed  to  California,  and  now 
the  Fitch  Laundry  is  one  of  the  stable  industries  of  the  pleasant  little  city.  It 
is  well  equipped  with  modern  machinery,  and  is  turning  out  high-class  work, 
and  making  money  for  its  owner. 

D.  A.  Fitch  is  a  young  man  of  good  business  qualifications  and  an  inde¬ 
fatigable  worker.  He  has  met  some  reverses  in  business,  but  the  successes  of 
recent  years  have  placed  him  on  a  higher  plane,  and  his  prospects  for  a  sue- 
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cessful  business  career  are  now  very  bright.  Much  credit  is  due  his  esti¬ 
mable  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Mason  City,  Iowa,  September  8,  1902.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  Cornelius  and  Mary  H.  (Cook)  Van-Note,  natives  of  Mon¬ 
mouth  county,  New  Jersey.  She  is  thoroughly  schooled  in  the  details  of  the 
business,  a  lady  of  excellent  business  attainments,  and  one  who  is  a  competent 
adviser  as  well  as  a  real  helpmeet,  as  comprehended  in  the  marriage  relations. 

Elizabeth  Van-Note  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Mason  City,  March  1,  1876, 
and  is  a  representative  of  a  large  and  prominent  family,  of  whom  four  broth¬ 
ers  and  one  sister  reside  at  Mason  City,  while  her  father  also  makes  his  home 
among  the  children,  mostly  in  the  vicinity  of  his  early  Iowa  home.  The 
brothers  are  Monroe,  Eugene,  Morris,  George  and  Charles  W.,  the  last  named 
a  resident  of  Live  Oak,  Colorado,  and  the  others  are  well-known  business 
men  of  Mason  City,  Iowa.  The  sisters  are  Daisy,  now  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ransom, 
of  Mason  City,  and  Jennie,  the  wife  of  C.  J.  Ferris,  of  Steward,  Illinois.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  born  April  9,  1836,  and  was  a  soldier  during  the 
Civil  war.  His  wife,  Mary  H.  Cook,  was  born  February  15,  1845,  and  died 
at  Mason  City,  Iowa,  November  2,  1900. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  Fitch  have  had  three  children  born  to  them,  of  whom 
two  are  living,  and  the  youngest,  Kenneth  Dale,  died  in  infancy.  William 
V.  was  born  September  15,  1904,  and  Marion  W.  was  born  March  17,  1906, 
the  former  at  Burlington,  Iowa,  the  daughter  at  the  parental  home  in  West 
Union,  and  Kenneth  was  born  and  buried  at  Mendota,  Illinois. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Fraternal  Order  of  Owls.  He  is  a  Republican  in  po¬ 
litical  views.  He  possesses  a  congenial  temperament,  is  universally  esteemed  as 
a  business  man  and  faithful,  sympathetic  friend.  His  wife  possesses  these 
virtues  in  a  marked  degree.  Her  quiet,  unassuming  manner,  and  helpful, 
encouraging  disposition  have  endeared  her  to  all  who  know  her. 

The  family  genealogy  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  will  be  found  in  the 
personal  sketches  of  his  uncle,  E.  E.  Fitch,  and  his  father,  G.  W.  Fitch,  to 
which  reference  is  made  for  further  consideration. 


JAMES  EVERETT  RICHARDS. 

There  is  great  difference  as  to  how  property  is  acquired  ;  sometimes  it  is 
obtained  by  slow  degrees  and  hard  toil,  sometimes  by  suddenly  making  it  in 
one  or  a  few  lucky  ventures,  or  by  inheriting  it  from  successful  and  thrifty 
ancestors.  One  important  fact  will  not  be  disputed  :  That  if  a  man  puts  forth 
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the  proper  effort  long  enough  and  adheres  closely  to  the  time-honored  prin¬ 
ciples  lie  is  bound  to  leap  satisfactorily.  Thrift  should  characterize  the 
efforts  of  everyone,  as  it  does  in  James  Everett  Richards,  a  Fairfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  farmer.  He  was  born  in  this  county,  August  19,  i860, 
and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Cordelia  (Andrews)  Richards,  natives  of  New 
^  01k,  who  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1853*  and  located  on  a  farm  now 
owned  by  Mr.  Richards,  the  subject.  The  mother  is  still  living.  The  father 
was  born  at  Warsaw,  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  July  8,  1828,  and  died  at 
his  home  in  Arlington,  Iowa,  June  3,  1893,  aged  sixty-four  years,  ten 
months  and  twenty-five  days.  Paul  Richards,  grandfather  of  the  subject, 
was  the  first  judge  of  Wyoming  county,  New  York,  and  it  was  through  his 
efforts  that  the  county  was  organized  and  the  first  officials  elected.  He  also 
served  on  the  committee  that  selected  the  site  for  the  first  public  building  in 
the  county.  Hon.  Paul  Richards  was  one  of  the  foremost  legislators  of  the 
Empire  state.  It  is  not  known  exactly  when  he  died.  He  came  to  Iowa 
shortly  after  his  son  came  here  and  \vas  buried  at  Edgewood,  Clayton 
county,  Iowa.  His  wife  died  in  New  Tork  and  was  buried  there. 

James  E.  Richards  received  a  common  school  education  and  grew  to 
maturity  on  the  home  place.  He  was  married  April  1,  1886,  to  Almena 
Rice,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Elmira  Rice,  natives  of  New  York,  who 
came  to  Iowa  in  August,  1859,  and  purchased  a  farm  just  south  of  Taylors¬ 
ville,  on  which  he  lived  many  years,  engaged  in  general  farming.  He  was  a 
Mason  and  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  at  one  time  was  assessor  of  his 
township.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Adaline  married  J.  M.  Flower;  Almena  married  James  E.  Richards,  of  this 
review ;  Susan  C.  and  Bertha  died  when  young.  Samuel  Rice,  the  father 
of  these  children,  was  born  December  12,  1822,  and  died  December  6,  1904, 
and  is  buried  at  Taylorsville.  The  mother  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh¬ 
ter,  Mrs.  Richards. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards  began  their  married  life  on  their  present  farm, 
his  father’s  old  homestead,  and,  with  the  exception  of  three  years  spent  in 
Arlington,  he  has  lived  continuously  on  this  place,  which  he  has  kept  well 
improved.  He  completed  in  1910  a  new,  modern  and  attractive  residence, 
at  a  cost  of  four  thousand  dollars.  His  place  lies  in  one  of  the  choicest  fann¬ 
ing  sections  of  the  county  and  by  hard  work  and  good  management  Mr. 
Richards  has  been  very  successful  in  bis  operations  as  a  general  farmer 
and  stock  raiser,  always  keeping  a  good  grade  of  stock ;  however,  farming 
constitues  his  principal  life  work.  His  place  is  a  model  one  in  every  respect 
and  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  in  the  countv. 
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Fraternally,  Mr.  Richards  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 

One  son,  Glen  W.,  a  young  man  of  more  than  average  business  ability, 
has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  Sep¬ 
tember  6,  1888.  He  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
this  county,  in  which  he  graduated,  also  was  graduated  from  the  business 
college  at  Des  Moines,  and  he  is  at  present  very  acceptably  filling  a  position 
as  bookkeeper  and  stenographer  for  a  lumber  firm  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


HENRY  SMITH. 

The  family  of  this  name  in  Fayette  county  is  of  German  origin.  The 
founder  was  Hans  Smith,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1868.  In  the 
old  country  he  had  married  Elizabeth  Shipper  and  when  they  came  over  had 
two  children.  They  tarried  awhile  in  New  York  City,  and  then  went  up  the 
Hudson  river  to  Hudson  City,  where  all  hands  obtained  employment.  After 
a  short  stay  of  two  months,  however,  the  emigrants  decided  to  push  farther 
west.  Henry  Smith,  the  only  son,  who  was  born  in  Germany  in  1851,  pushed 
on  alone  to  Cary,  Illinois,  and  his  parents  and  sister  came  shortly  afterward. 
They  rented  a  farm  and  Henry  worked  for  one  summer  in  a  Chicago  lumber 
yard,  the  year  after  the  fire.  Returning  to  Cary,  he  worked  by  the  month 
until  his  marriage.  This  occurred  December  9,  1875,  his  bride  being  Mar¬ 
cella,  daughter  of  John  and  Julia  (Donavan)  Daley,  who  were  natives  of 
Dublin,  but  married  in  America.  When  she  Was  seven  weeks  old,  Mrs. 
Smith  went  with  her  parents  to  Elgin,  Illinois,  where  her  father  became  a 
farmer.  After  his  marriage  Henry  Smith  went  to  Texas  and  settled  on  one 
hundred  sixty  acres  of  school  land  in  Wise  county.  After  remaining  there 
nearly  two  years,  he  went  to  Ripley  county,  Missouri,  later  to  Fayette 
county,  where  he  worked  for  awhile  on  a  farm  in  Dover  township.  Next  he 
rented  a  place  and  eventually  bought  the  John  Hopper  farm,  where  J.  Knud- 
son  now  lives.  This  purchase  was  made  in  1883,  the  tract  including  two  hun¬ 
dred  ten  acres,  and  on  this  he  lived  for  six  years.  He  then  purchased  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides,  besides  keeping  forty  acres  of  his  old  place.  His 
present  farm  consists  of  one  hundred  forty  acres,  which  has  grown  from 
one  hundred  twenty  since  March,  1889,  when  he  made  his  first  purchase. 
He  farms  in  a  general  way,  raising  all  the  cereal  crops  adapted  to  the  sec- 
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tion,  besides  some  livestock  for  his  own  use.  He  has  four  children :  John  re¬ 
sides  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Wadena,  Clayton  county,  and  is  a  farmer- 
Liza  married  Elmer  Anderson;  Clara  is  now  Mrs.  John  Rowland  and  George 

is  at  home.  Mr.  Smith  Was  reared  a  Lutheran.  His  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  church. 

Mr.  Smith  is  a  man  of  influence  in  his  community.  Though  usually  vot¬ 
ing  the  Republican  ticket,  he  is  liberal  and  progressive  and  has  the  confidence 
of  voters  of  all  parties.  This  is  proven  by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  elected 
and  repeatedly  re-elected  to  the  important  position  of  township  trustee.  This 
office  he  has  held  for  many  years  and  during  all  that  time  he  has  discharged 
the  duties  of  the  office  with  the  greatest  integrity  and  most  scrupulous  hon¬ 
esty.  His  books  are  always  open  for  inspection  and  the  sharpest-eyed  account¬ 
ant  cannot  find  anything  wrong  with  them  to  the  fraction  of  a  cent.  When 
the  Burrock  Creamery  was  organized,  in  1894,  Mr.  Smith  was  picked  out  for 
the  lesponsible  duties  of  secretary  and  proved  to  be  the  right  man  in  the 
right  place.  His  knowledge  of  farming  and  practical  experience  with  cows 
made  him  a  good  judge  in  all  matters  relating  to  creameries  and  he  gave  the 
company  the  full  benefit  of  his  judgment.  This  venture,  however,  was  not 
found  satisfactoiy  and  it  was  abandoned  in  1901 ;  two  years  previously,  how¬ 
ever,  Mr.  Smith  had  resigned.  As  a  farmer,  Mr.  Smith  belongs  to  the  class 
desciibed  as  safe  and  conservative.  He  takes  no  risks,  does  no  speculating, 
but  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  his  way  for  the  purpose  of  accomplishing  his 
results.  In  the  business  world  he  stands  high,  his  credit  is  first-class,  and  in 
all  1  espects  he  is  entitled  to  the  name  of  being  a  model  citizen. 


CHARLES  ALONZO  HUSBAND. 

Among  the  public  spirited  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  have  finished 
their  eaithly  labors  and  gone  to  their  reward,  few  were  as  well  known  or 
as  highly  esteemed  as  the  broad  minded  scholar  and  enterprising  business 
man  whose  name  introduces  this  review.  Charles  Alonzo  Husband,  late 
of  Waucoma,  where  for  some  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Burn¬ 
side  &  Husband,  was  born  August  6,  1851,  in  Washington  county,  Iowa, 
and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the  town  of  Crawfordsville,  where  his 
parents,  William  C.  and  Anna  (Viall)  Husband,  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
were  then  living.  When  fourteen  years  old  he  accompanied  his  father  and 
mother  upon  their  removal  to  Sumner,  Bremer  county,  this  state,  where 
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he  gie\\  to  manhood,  in  the  meantime  receiving'  an  elementary  education  in 
the  public  schools  and  later  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1879  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Pre¬ 
vious  to  finishing  his  studies  in  that  institution  he  taught  at  Fayette  and 
while  thus  engaged  devoted  a  part  of  his  vacations  to  the  drug  business,  in 
which  he  acquired  much  more  than  ordinary  proficiency  and  skill.  With 
money  earned  by  teaching  and  working  in  a  drug  store  he  defrayed  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  his  college  course  and  after  receiving  his  degree  was  chosen  princi¬ 
pal  of  the  public  schools  of  Fayette,  which  position  he  filled  with  marked 
ability  and  credit  as  long  as  he  continued  in  educational  work. 

In  1880  Mr.  Husband  came  to'  Waucoma  as  clerk  with  the  drug  firm 
of  Bullock  &  Y\  hitney,  in  whose  employ  he  continued  until  purchasing  an 
interest  m  the  business  and  a  few  years  later  he  became  associated  with 
J.  M.  Burnside  in  the  same  line  of  trade,  the  firm  of  Burnside  &  Husband  last¬ 
ing  until  the  subject’s  lamented  death. 

Mr.  Husband  was  a  diligent  student,  a  profound  thinker  and  a  close  ob¬ 
server,  and  during  his  active  years  he  became  familiar  with  many  subjects 
and  achieved  considerable  distinction  as  a  scholar.  He  made  a  specialty  of 
phaimacy  and  became  an  expert.  He  was  often  consulted  as  an  authority 
on  matters  relating  to  the  same.  In  connection  with  his  business  and  pro¬ 
fessional  interests,  he  devoted  considerable  attention  to  agriculture  and  stock 
raising,  for  which  he  manifested  a  decided  liking,  and  for  some  years  prior  to 
his  death  derived  great  satisfaction  from  his  farm,  where  he'  spent  nearly 
all  of  Ins  leisure  time.  Mr.  Husband's  habits  and  tastes  naturally  led  him 
to  investigate  all  matters  coming  before  the  people  and  few  were  as  well 
informed  as  he  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the  times.  He  was'  always  in 
touch  w  ith  current  events  and  kept  his  fingers  on  the  pulse  of  modern  thought 
and,  as  a  Republican,  wielded  a  strong  influence  for  his  party,  as  an  adviser 
m  its  councils,  as  a  leader  in  the  ranks  and  as  a  delegate  to  various  municipal, 
county  and  state  conventions,  in  all  of  which  his  voice  was  heard  and  his 
influence  felt.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  serving 
his  lodge  in  various  official  capacities,  and  by  all  laudable  means  at  his  com- 
mand  assisted  in  building  up  the  town  in  which  he  resided  and  never  lost 
inter est  in  the  social  and  moral  welfare  of  his  fellow  men. 

Mr.  Husband's  domestic  life  commenced  on  January  3,  1882,  when  he 
entered  the  marriage  relation  with  Margaret  Anna  Tait,  whose  parents, 
Andrew  and  Lillias  (Lindsay)  Tait,  were  natives  of  England  and  Scotland 
respectively.  The  grandparents  (Lindsays)  came  to  the  United  States  and 
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in  the  year  1853  they  removed  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  near 
Waucoma,  where  they  resided.  Alexander  Lindsay,  father  of  Andrew, 
emigrated  from  Scotland  in  1851  and  settled  in  Illinois,  removing  from  that 
state  to  Iowa  in  1853  or  ’54.  He  married  in  his  native  land  Jane  Burns  and 
on  coming  to  this  country  had  several  children  who  accompanied  him  across 
the  ocean.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  near  Waucoma  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years. 

Mrs.  Husband  spent  her  early  life  in  her  grandfather’s  home,  a  short 
distance  from  Waucoma,  and  after  attending  the  schools  of  that  town  until 
completing  the  common  branches,  continued  her  studies.  She  then  turned 
her  attention  to  educational  work  and  for  six  terms  taught  in  the  public 
schools  of  Fayette  county,  gaining  an  enviable  reputation  for  her  success  in 
the  training  of  children.  She  is  a  lady  of  intelligence,  culture  and  refinement, 
popular  in  the  social  circles  and  a  zealous  member  of  the  Congregational 
church,  a  religious  body  to  which  her  husband  also  belonged  and  in  which 
he  served  for  some  years  as  an  official,  besides  taking  a  leading  part  in  the 
erection  of  the  present  house  of  worship  in  Waucoma.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Husband  was  blessed  with  two  children,  Mabel,  who  con¬ 
ducts  a  millinery  store  in  Waucoma,  and  Lois,  a  pupil  in  the  public  schools 
of  the  town. 

Mr.  Husband’s  relations  with  his  fellow  men  were  always  honorable 
and  above  reproach  and  he  lived  a  life  singularly  free  from  criticism.  He 
stood  high  in  the  esteem  of  the  community,  being  a  well  rounded,  symmet¬ 
rically  developed  Christian  gentleman,  and  his  death,  which  occurred  on  the 
9th  day  of  May,  1906,  was  greatly  deplored  by  all  who  enjoyed  the  favor 
of  his  acquaintance. 


NICKLAUS  SCHORL 

There  is  a  class  of  most  useful  and  enterprising  business  men  who  have 
lived  on  the  farm  until  middle  life,  then,  moving  to  some  city,  have  entered 
business.  Their  training  in  the  economy  and  good  management  required  on 
the  farm  has  fitted  them  to  compete  in  the  business  world  with  others  and  to 
wrest  from  the  world  a  goodly  compensation  for  their  work.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch,  inheriting  the  blood  of  good,  clean,  honest  Swiss  ancestry, 
that  is  alone  one  of  the  strong  factors  in  any  man’s  chances  in  life,  has  by 
his  sagacity  raised  himself  from  the  position  of  a  farm-hand  to  that  of  one 
of  the  most  influential  business  men  of  the  community. 
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Nicklaus  Schori  was  born  in  Switzerland,  November  28,  1833,  the  son 
of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Spring)  Schori.  Nicklaus  Schori  came  to  America 
in  1857,  going  to  Bedford,  New  York,  and  began  working  on  a  farm  at 
twelve  dollars  a  month.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  came  to  Clermont, 
Iowa,  making  the  trip  from  McGregor  on  a  stage.  He  worked  in  Pleasant 
township  for  about  a  year,  then  his  parents  came  over,  in  1858,  and  located 
in  Clayton  county,  where  they  bought  one  hundred  acres  and  lived  there  sev¬ 
eral  years,  Nicklaus  Schori  remaining  with  them  until  1864.  In  1865  he 
married  Mary  Lehman  (sister  of  John  Lehman,  mentioned  in  this  work), 
whose  death  occurred  on  March  21,  1895.  He  farmed  the  Hedrick  farm,  in 
Clayton  county,  for  some  time,  then  returned  to  the  home  place  for  two  years. 
Then  he  went  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  opened  a  lumber  yard  and  operated  that  three 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  bought  a  brewery  at  Elgin  and  car¬ 
ried  on  that  business  for  fifteen  years,  then  bought  the  old  grist  mill  at 
Elgin,  followed  milling  for  three  or  four  years,  then  retired,  remaining  at 
Elgin. 

Mr.  Schori  is  the  father  of  seven  children :  Rosa,  deceased ;  Emma, 
deceased;  Frederick,  a  farmer  in  section  28,  Pleasant  Valley  township;  George, 
Eliza,  Louise,  Celia,  wife  of  Doctor  Rennison.  Mr.  Schori  is  independent  in 
politics,  has  been  school  director  for  many  years,  was  on  the  town  council, 
was  trustee  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  and  is  now  treasurer  of  Elgin.  He 
is  a  Mystic  Shriner  and  a  member  of  all  the  lower  Masonic  bodies  and  in  his 
life  is  a  good  exponent  of  the  value  of  Masonic  teachings.  He  has  hosts  of 
friends,  all  of  whom  esteem  him  greatly  for  his  ability  and  bis  good  qualities. 
In  reckoning  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  town  Mr.  Schori  is  placed  among 
the  first. 


WILLIAM  ALCORN. 

Fayette  county  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  the  large  class  of  enterpris¬ 
ing  Pennsylvanians  who  have  located  within  her  borders,  for  they  are,  as  a 
rule,  enterprising  and  public-spirited,  always  to  be  relied  upon  in  the  more 
serious  duties  of  progressive  civilized  communities,  Of  this  worthy  class 
the  name  of  William  Alcorn  and  his  parents  should  not  be  overlooked.  He 
was  born  in  Greenville,  Pennsylvania,  July  28,  1834,  the  son  of  William 
and  Elizabeth  (Calahan)  Alcorn,  the  father  spending  his  life  there.  Wil¬ 
liam  Alcorn,  Sr.,  was  educated  in  his  native  state  and  when  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  he  began  clerking  in  a  store 
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soon  after  his  arrival  here  at  Elgin.  Two  of  his  brothers,  Edwin  and  David, 
also  came  about  the  same  time.  David  was  one  of  the  early  blacksmiths  in 
West  Union.  William  and  Edwin  broke  the  prairie  sod  for  many  of  the 
newcomers.  Edwin  moved  to  Minnesota  and  later  to  the  state  of  Washing-- 
ton.  David  is  living  retired  in  Kentucky.  William  bought  in  all  about  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  one  body  and  engaged  in  general  farming  and 
stock  raising,  becoming  well-to-do  as  a  result  of  his  large  operations.  He 
retired  to  West  Union  in  October,  1904,  and  lived  in  honorable  retirement 
until  his  death,  July  23,  1905.  He  was  a  man  of  high  principles  and  was 
influential  and  popular  throughout  the  county.  In  September,  1865,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  a  native  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  but  she  was 
reared  in  Colesburg,  this  state;  she  was  the  daughter  of  Archibald  and 
Elenore  (Kilgore)  Montgomery,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  came 
to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  about  1840.  Mr.  Montgomery  spent  three  years 
in  California,  having  made  the  overland  trip  in  1849,  when  the  gold  excite¬ 
ment  began.  He  returned  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  where  he  followed 
farming,  owning  a  number  of  farms,  aggregating  in  all  twelve  hundred  acres. 
He  entered  eighty  acres  and  bought  the  rest,  having  been  a  keen  business 
man  and  always  grasped  an  opportunity  at  the  right  time.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Democrat,  and  religiously,  a  Presbyterian.  William  Montgomery, 
a  brother  of  Mrs.  Alcorn,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  in  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  sent  home  on  a  furlough  and 
was  killed  while  on  the  way.  His  father  went  after  him  and  he  was  buried 
at  home. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Alcorn  eight  children  were  born,  namely: 
Mary  J.,  George  E.,  Clara  E.,  Archie  C.,  William  J.,  Sallie  E.,  Lester  G.,  all 
living  at  this  writing. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Alcorn  are  Presbyterians,  and  Mr.  Alcorn  is  a 
Democrat  and  he  has  long  taken  considerable  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
made  the  race  once  for  representative  in  the  Legislature.  He  was  formerly 
school  director.  •' 

The  history  of  Mrs.  Alcorn’s  ancestry  is  an  interesting  one.  Her  ma¬ 
ternal  grandfather,  William  Montgomery,  came  to  Delaware  county.  Iowa, 
later  went  to  Missouri,  later  returned  to  Iowa.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade. 
He  remained  with  Mrs.  xMcorn’s  father  until  his  death.  He  was  a  sterling 
pioneer  and  a  strong  character,  having  had  the  distinction  of  fighting  in  the 
war  of  1812.  William  Montgomery,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  Mrs. 
Alcorn,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1783,  and  he  was  taught  the  milling 
business  in  youth,  which  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming  all  his  life 
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in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  he  married  and  reared  his  family.  In  1837 
he  moved  to  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  and  then  came  and  stayed  with  Mrs. 
Alcorn's  father  until  his  death,  in  1856,  having  survived  his  wife  a  number 
of  y  eais.  He  was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  Colony  township,  Dela¬ 
ware  county.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Archibald 
Montgomery,  son  of  William  Montgomery,  and  father  of  Mrs.  Alcorn,  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  October  2,  1805.  In  1841  he  visited  Iowa  and  in 
1842  he  came  with  his  family  to  Colesburg,  Delaware  county,  Iowa.  The 
Montgomerys  were  leaders  in  whatever  community  they  lived. 


MARTIN  A.  KLINGMAN. 

There  is  always  good  ground  for  pride  when  a  man  can  look  back  over 
his  life  and  know  that  his  success  has  been  due  to  his  own  hard  work.  It  is 
well  worth  while  to  occupy  a  beautiful  home  in  the  consciousness  that  it  has 
been  justly  earned  by  its  owner’s  labor;  and  that  home  is  still  more  cherished 
if  it  is  the  dweller’s  handiwork. 

Mai  tin  A.  Klingman  was  born  May  14,  1859*  in  Highland  township, 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  the  son  of  Lewis  Klingman,  formerly  of  Germany, 
and  Elizabeth  (Lowe)  Klingman,  formerly  of  Connecticut.  Lewis  Klingman 
came  as  a  young  man  to  America,  located  first  in  Ohio  and  then  moved  to 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  married.  His  life  was  spent  at  the  black¬ 
smith  s  trade,  though  he  was  the  owner  of  a  farm.  He  was  born  in  1827, 
educated  in  Germany,  and  was  self-educated  in  American  ways.  He  retired 
fi  om  actn  e  laboi  and  enjoyed  the  comforts  of  home,  of  which  he  always  was 
a  great  lover,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  September,  1910.  The  Re¬ 
publican  party  claims  him  as  one  of  its  stanchest  supporters.  Elizabeth 
Lowe  was  born  in  1839  and  died  in  March,  1910.  She  and  her  husband 
became  the  parents  of  six  children  :  Martin  A.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch ; 
Hattie,  Wife  of  J.  C.  Robbins,  of  Illyria  township  (see  his  sketch)  ;  Ernest, 
of  Scott’s  Bluffs,  Nebraska;  Nellie,  the  Wife  of  Lawrence  McKeller,  of 
Clayton  county ;  Edward,  a  barber,  of  Elgin,  Iowa ;  Charles,  at  home. 

Martin  A.  Klingman  was  educated  in  the  home  schools,  and  lived  at 
home,  working  on  the  farm  and  in  the  blacksmith  shop  until  1883,  when  he 
got  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Illyria  township.  On  November  14,  1880, 
he  married  Malvina  A.  Peters,  daughter  of  Alex  W.  and  Margaret  Mat¬ 
tocks,  of  Illyria  township.  Mr.  Peters  was  originally  of  Virginia,  and  his 
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wife  of  Pennsylvania.  They  first  settled  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  then 
moved  to  Illyria,  where  they  now  reside. 

Mr.  Klingman,  as  the  result  of  this  marriage,  is  the  father  of  three  chil¬ 
dren :  Elizabeth  F.,  who  married  Frank  Kohl,  of  West  Union,  is  the  mother 
of  two  children,  Mildred  and  Lavon ;  James  A.,  who  is  cultivating  his  father’s 
farm,  married  Louise  Haueisen,  of  West  Union,  and  they  have  a  son, 
Robert  M.,  born  April  20,  1910;  Pearl  A.  is  at  home.  In  1881  Mr.  Kling¬ 
man  lived  in  Clayton  county,  later  in  Winnebago  county,  then  until  1909  re¬ 
sided  in  Illyria  township.  In  1909  he  built  his  fine  house  in  Wadena,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  is  extremely  handy  with  tools  and  can  make  almost  any¬ 
thing  he  wants  to.  As  he  is  a  skillful  carpenter,  he  did  most  of  the  work 
on  his  house  himself.  He  filled  the  position  of  school  director  for  several 
years,  is  a  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
at  Highland,  Iowa.  Hard  work  has,  in  his  case,  brought  to  him  a  liberal 
reward.  No  citizen  better  deserves  the  friendship  of  his  neighbors  than  he. 


FREMONT  OGLE. 

This  gentleman  is  a  splendid  example  of  the  successful  American  farmer 
and  stock  raiser.  Without  large  capital  to  start  with  or  the  assistance  of 
others,  he  has  labored  to  goodly  ends  by  persistency  and  honorable  business 
methods,  so  that  he  has  ever  held  high  rank  among  the  citizens  of  Fayette 
county,  especially  of  Illyria  township,  of  which  he  is  native  and  where  he  has 
always  maintained  his  home. 

Fremont  Ogle  was  born  November  7,  1862,  on  the  old  homestead  here, 
and  he  is  the  son  of  Joseph  Ogle,  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  who  was  born 
June  2,  1828,  of  Irish  stock,  and  the  son  of  John  and  Rebecca  Ogle,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania,  who  finally  moved  to  Ohio,  where  they  spent  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  Their  children  were  Joseph,  father  of  Fremont;  Sarah  Ann, 
who  married  John  Lucas,  is  now  deceased,  as  is  also  Mr.  Lucas;  Lizzie,  who 
married  John  Boyer,  is  deceased;  Jane,  who  married  Michael  Boyer,  is  also 
deceased. 

Toseph  Ogle  received  a  common  school  education  and  grew  to  maturity 
in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  and  assisted  his  father  to  clear  and  improve  his 
farm.  In  1844  he  married  Sarah  Barnhouse,  of  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  William  and  Mary  (Graham)  Barnhouse,  the  father  a  native  of  Man¬ 
chester,  Virginia,  and  the  mother  of  Ireland,  from  which  country  she  came 
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to  America  when  twelve  years  of  age  and  married  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio. 
They  obtained  raw  land  there  which  they  cleared  and  made  a  good  home.  In 
1844  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  three  miles  east  of  West 
Union,  and  there  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives.  Mr.  Barnhouse  was  a 
millwright  by  trade  and  he  also  engaged  in  farming.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  They  were  the  parents  of  the 
following  children :  Franklin,  who  died  when  twenty-six  years  of  age ; 
Sarah,  wife  of  Joseph  Ogle;  Jane,  living  in  Nebraska,  is  the  widow  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Sanderson;  Anna  lives  on  the  old  place,  and  is  the  widow  of  James  Ken¬ 
nedy;  Irene  married  Gill  Hazlett,  of  Allison,  Iowa;  Milton  died  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two  years,  while  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war;  James  lives  east  of 
West  Union,  this  county;  John,  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  who  served 
through  the  Civil  War,  is  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Trinidad. 
Colorado. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Ogle,  five  of  whom  are 
living  at  this  writing,  namely :  Marie,  who  married  Luther  Schaeffer,  died 
February  22,  1906;  Rebecca  married  Robert  Peters  and  lives  in  Clayton 
county,  Iowa;  Mary  married  Scott  Wickham,  and  lives  at  Silver  King,  Idaho; 
Mattie  married  Marshall  Prouty  and  they  live  at  Elkader,  Iowa;  Fremont, 
of  this  review;  Clara  married  John  Foster  and  lives  at  Elkader,  Iowa; 
Willie  is  deceased ;  Eva  and  Ella,  twins,  are  deceased. 

The  parents  of  these  children  came  overland  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
from  Ohio,  being  thirty-four  days  on  the  trip.  They  located  in  Illyria 
township  and  procured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  was  a 
small  log  cabin  and  a  little  clearing.  They  set  to  work  with  a  will  and  soon 
had  a  very  comfortable  home  and  a  well  improved  place  which  ranked  with 
any  in  the  community,  and  there  Mr.  Ogle  died  on  August  28,  1899;  his 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  place,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years. 
Joseph  Ogle  was  always  a  farmer  and  was  very  successful.  He  was  a  Re¬ 
publican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  stood  well  in 
each  community  where  he  lived. 

Fremont  Ogle  was  educated  in  the  home  schools  and  he  has  always 
followed  farming,  having  spent  his  life  on  the  old  home  place,  taking  charge 
of  the  same  about  1889,  and  he  has  managed  it  in  a  very  able  manner.  On 
December  17,  1895,  he  married  Mary  J.  Wilson,  who  was  born  on  October 
23,  1874,  in  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Catherine 
(Garvey)  Wilson,  the  mother  born  near  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  the  father  was 
of  Scotch-Irish  stock.  The  mother  came  to  the  United  States  in  1865  and 
she  and  Mr.  Wilson  were  married  in  Great  Barrington,  Massachusetts.  After 


9§4 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


living  in  New  York  City  for  awhile,  they  came  West,  locating  in  Grant 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Wilson  secured  a  farm.  In  the  spring  of 
i  <S/ 5  the  family  moved  to  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  bought  the  faim  where  they  still  live.  Nine  children  have  been  born  to 
Mi.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Wilson,  namely:  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Fremont  Ogle, 
of  this  review;  William  is  living  at  home;  Belle  married  M.  Richey,  of  Oel- 
wein,  Iowa;  Robert  married  Ruth  Connor  and  they  live  on  a  part  of  the  old 
place ;  Alice  married  Hans  Winkler,  of  Illyria  township ;  Kate  is  a  stenog¬ 
rapher  at  Grundy  City,  Iowa;  John  is  a  farmer  in  Pleasant  Valley  township; 
he  married  Della  Kohler;  Annie,  who  married  Thomas  Howard,  Jr.,  lives  in 
Pleasant  Valley  township;  Lottie,  who  married  Hugh  Connor,  also  lives  in 
Pleasant  Valley  township. 

Of  the  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fremont  Ogle,  Robert  Joseph 
died  when  eight  months  old;  John  Thomas  and  Sarah  Catherine  are  living. 

Mr-  Ogle,  besides  carrying  on  general  farming,  is  a  breeder  of  Poland- 
Cbina  and  Duroc-Jersey  hogs,  Grundy  Shorthorn  cattle,  Cottswold  and 
Shropshire  sheep  and  draft  horses.  Owing  to  his  splendid  knowledge  of 
livestock  and  how  to  handle  the  same  successfully,  he  is  well  known  as  a 
stock  man  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  his  stock  always  find  a  ready  mar¬ 
ket.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  half  section  of  good  land  in  Clark  county,  South 
Dakota. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ogle  is  a  Republican  and  he  belongs  to  the  Modern 
Woodmen  of  America  at  Wadena,  this  county.  Like  his  father,  he  is  well 
and  favorably  known  in  this  locality,  his  life  having  been  led  along  conserva¬ 
tive  lines  and  his  conduct  above  cavil. 


ROBERT  WILSON. 

In  examining-  the  records  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Fayette 
county  it  is  found  that  a  large  number  of  these  are  natives  of  Ireland  or 
descendants  of  people  born  there,  and  since  coming  here-  they  have  shown 
themselves  to  be  loyal  to  our  institutions  and  whose  lives  are  such  that  they 
are  welcomed  as  new-comers  into  any  community.  Among  this  worthy  class 
Robert  Wilson,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  is  most  consistently  included. 
His  birth  occurred  in  the  northern  part  of  Ireland,  August  8,  1850,  and  he 
is  the  son  of  Moses  and  Isabella  (McClelland)  Wilson,  who  were  both 
born,  reared,  educated  and  died  in  Ireland.  Robert  Wilson  grew  to  111a- 
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turity  in  his  native  country  and  was  educated  there.  When  nineteen  years 
of  age  he  conceived  the  idea  of  bettering  his  condition  in  America  and  he 
accordingly  set  sail  for  our  shores  in  1869.  Landing  in  New  York  City, 
he  worked  there  for  a  period  of  two  years  in  the  Golden  Stock  Exchange. 
He  then  went  to  Grant  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  lived  two  years  and 
engaged  in  farming,  then  came  to  Elgin,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  and  after  working  at  different  things  for  some  time, 
took  up  farming  again,  on  the  ridge  on  which  he  now  resides,  having  re¬ 
mained  in  this  vicinity  ever  since.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  excellent  land  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  highly 
improved,  ranking  among  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He  has  added  many 
substantial  improvements  in  the  course  of  his  ownership  of  this  place  and 
he  has  an  attractive  home  and  substantial  outbuildings,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  general  farming  and  stock  raising,  being  an  excellent  manager 
and  a  hard  worker.  In  1905  his  son  and  namesake  became  his  partner 
in  the  management  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  in  October,  1871,  in  Massachusetts,  to 
Catherine  Garvey,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
Garvey,  who  spent  their  lives  in  that  country.  Mrs.  Wilson  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity  and  was  educated  in  her  native  country,  coming  to  America  in  1866. 
She  worked  in  New  York  City  for  one  year,  then  went  to  Massachusetts, 
where  she  lived  for  a  period  of  seven  years  with  one  private  family.  This 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Mary  J.,  now 
Mrs.  Fremont  Ogle,  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county;  William  is  living 
at  home';  Isabelle  married  Melburn  Riche,  living  in  Oelwein;  Robert,  who 
is  living  at  home  with  his  father,  married  Ruth  Conner;  Alice  married 
John  Winkler,  living  in  Illyria  township;  Katie  is  a  stenographer  in  Grundy 
Center,  Iowa;  John  married  Della  Kohler,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township, 
this  county;  Anna  married  Thomas  Howard,  also  of  Pleasant  Valley  town¬ 
ship;  Charlotte  married  Hugh  Conner,  living  in  Pleasant  Valley  township.  In 
1900  Mr.  Wilson  returned  to  Ireland  with  his  oldest  son,  starting  in  May 
and  returning  in  August,  same  year. 

Mrs.  Robert  Wilson  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  church.  Politically, 
Mr.  Wilson  is  a  Republican.  He  has  been  trustee  of  his  township  for  a 
period  of  four  years  and  has  been  school  director  for  a  period  of  nine  or 
ten  years.  He  has  been  very  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  in  these 
offices,  and  the  fact  that  he  has  been  retained  so  long  is  evidence  of  his  high 
standing  in  the  community  and  of  the  explicit  confidence  his  fellow  men  repose 
in  him. 
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MISS  CARRIE  J.  DOANE. 

No  doubt  the  many  friends  and  admirers  of  the  estimable  and  well 
known  lady  whose  name  introduces  this  biographical  review  will  be  glad 
to  learn  more  of  her  life  record  than  a  mere  casual  acquaintance  could  elicit, 
for  she  has  long  been  an  important  factor  in  social  and  educational  circles  of 
the  county  and  is  the  representative  of  a  fine  old  family.  Carrie  J.  Doane, 
of  b  airfield  township,  Fayette  county,  was  born  in  this  community,  April  24, 
1864,  and  is  the  daughter  of  George  L.  and  Sarah  A.  (Bullock)  Doane,  the 
father  a  native  of  Brookfield,  Massachusetts,  born  April  30,  1825,  and  died, 
after  a  life  replete  with  honor  and  success,  on  November  25,  1908.  The 
mother,  a  native  of  Kinderhook,  New  York,  was  born  June  9,  1827,  and 
died  November  17,  1908,  preceding  her  husband  to  the  silent  land  only  a  few 
days,  after  a  long  and  happy  journey  together  down  life’s  royal  path.  They 
had  often  expressed  the  wish  that  they  might  be  taken  away  simultaneously, 
so  the  good  angel  set  the  seal  upon  their  life  records  practically  at  the  same 
time,  and  they  are  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just  in  Taylorsville  cemetery. 
I  hey  were  married  in  New  York  state,  February  25,  1847,  and  they  began 
their  married  life  there.  Although  Mr.  Doane  was  a  railroad  civil  engineer, 
he  lived  on  a  fruit  farm  and  devoted  considerable  time  to  its  cultivation, 
remaining  there  until  1855;  when  he  and  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife 
and  four  children,  emigrated  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  on  the 
farm  where  they  continued  to  live  the  rest  of  their  lives. 

Carrie  J.  Doane  grew  to  womanhood  on  the  home  place,  where  she  still 
lives,  and  which  she  manages  in  a  very  satisfactory  and  successful  manner, 
being  a  woman  of  good  business  ability  and  sound  judgment.  She  keeps  the 
place  well  improved  and  it  yields  abundant  harvests  annually.  The  place 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  lies  adjoining  the  former  site 
of  Taylorsville,  and  an  upper  room  in  the  present  Doane  residence  was  used 
as  a  hall  for  the  transaction  of  town  business,  Mr.  Doane  also  maintained  the 
postoffice  in  his  dwelling,  having  been  postmaster  for  some  time.  Being  a 
notary  public,  he  did  a  great  deal  of  legal  business  and  was  a  prominent  and 
influential  man  in  the  affairs  of  this  locality.  Ffe  was  a  public  spirited  citizen 
and  well  known  throughout  the  county.  He  was  very  precise  in  all  he  did 
and  was  considered  a  model  farmer,  and  he  gave  much  attention  to  the  setting 
out  and  symmetrical  arrangement  of  shrubbery  about  the  place,  always  keep¬ 
ing  beautiful  surroundings,  Which  now  has  the  appearance  of  a  fine  old  land¬ 
mark  and  pioneer  homestead.  He  was  a  man  of  esthetic  tastes,  being  a  great 
lover  of  flowers  and  kept  many  choice  varieties,  in  which  he  took  a  great 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


987 


deal  of  pride.  He  was  also  an  ardent  admirer  of  good  livestock  and  kept 
the  best  varieties  obtainable  in  this  country,  being  a  good  judge  of  stock  and 
knowing  well  how  to  care  for  them.  He  also  kept  a  good  grade  of  poultry. 
He  was  a  well  read  man  and  informed  on  all  leading  questions  and  issues  of 
the  day,  besides  being  familiar  with  important  historical  matters.  He  was  an 
excellent  conversationalist  and,  being  hospitable,  numerous  visitors  delighted 
to  call  at  his  hearthstone,  where  they  ever  found  a  hearty  welcome  and  good 
cheer  prevailing.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican  and  kept  well  informed 
on  political  matters,  taking  considerable  interest  in  local  affairs. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  L.  Doane  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  five 
of  whom  are  living,  namely :  Charlotte,  wife  of  C.  Deming,  of  this  county; 
Frances  A.,  wife  of  A.  Walrath,  of  Albion,  Nebraska  ;  she  is  a  graduate  in 
music  and  for  many  years  has  been  successfully  engaged  in  teaching;  she  is 
the  mother  of  one  son,  Guy  O.,  born  in  1871,  a  farmer  near  Albion,  Nebraska, 
and  he  has  three  sons,  Duane  E.,  Marian  and  Kermett.  Leland  L.  lives  in 
Oakdale,  California;  Roy  A.  lives  in  Scotia,  Nebraska;  Carrie  J.,  of  this  re¬ 
view;  those  deceased  are  Kossuth  C.,  Emma  L.,  who  was  Mrs.  Pilsbury ;  Hat¬ 
tie  L.,  who  was  Mrs.  Stevenson;  Velma  E.,  who  was  Mrs.  Walrath.  Leland 
L.  is  a  mine  promoter  and  has  one  son,  who  is  a  very’  successful  physician  at 
Del  Norte,  Colorado.  A  daughter,  who  is  the  wife  of  Mark  Latham,  is  an 
accomplished  musician  and  a  successful  teacher  of  the  art.  She  has  one  son, 
Roy  A.,  who  owns  a  horse  ranch  in  Scotia,  Nebraska.  He  is  the  father  of  a 
daughter,  Carrie  B. 

After  completing  the  course  in  the  home  common  schools,  Carrie  J. 
Doane  graduated  from  the  high  school  at  Fremont,  also  the  Fremont  Normal, 
studied  the  French  and  German  there,  becoming  well  educated,  and  she  spent, 
with  the  exception  of  two  years,  twenty  years  teaching  in  the  graded  schools 
of  Fremont,  during  which  time  she  established  a  reputation  as  one  of  the  best 
teachers  in  the  county  and  took  high  rank  among  others  of  her  profession  in 
this  section  of  the  state,  being  well  equipped,  both  mentally  and  temperament¬ 
ally,  for  her  chosen  calling,  and  was  unusually  popular  with  both  pupil  and 
patron.  She  has  always  been  a  student  and  kept  abreast  of  modern  thought 
and  familiar  with  the  world’s  best  literature.  She  has  accomplished  a  great 
deal  in  elevating  the  standard  of  education  in  Dodge  county,  Nebraska. 

Miss  Doane's  paternal  grandparents,  Reuben  and  Hannah  (Slayton) 
Doane,  were  natives  of  New  England,  the  former  a  sea  captain  who  reached 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years,  his  wife  dying  when  seventy-seven 
years  old.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  George  L., 
father  of  Carrie  J.  Doane,  was  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth.  Jacob  and 
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Alary  (Dakin)  Bullock  were  the  maternal  grandparents  of  Miss  Doane 
1  hey  were  natives  of  the  state  of  New  York,  Mr.  Bullock  dying  when  a  com¬ 
paratively  young  man,  Mrs.  Bullock  dying  in  1869.  They  were  the  parents 
of  six  children,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Doane  being  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 


PETER  B.  WEBER. 

Among  the  well  known  and  highly  respected  residents  of  Oelwein,  Fay- 
ette  county,  is  Peter  B.  Weber,  who,  after  an  active  and  useful  life,  is  now 
living  in  his  comfortable  home  at  Oelwein.  Mr.  Weber  was  born  in  1850  in 
that  county  in  Pennsylvania  which  Abraham  Lincoln  once  called  the  “state  of 
Allegheny."  He  is  the  son  of  Anton  and  Hannah  M.  Weber,  respected 
farming  people  of  that  locality.  The  subject  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farm¬ 
stead  and  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  home  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  lemained  at  home  until  he  was  about  twenty-one  years  old,  when 
he  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  remained  less  than  a  year,  going  then  to  Daven¬ 
port.  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  a  short  time.  In  1877  lie  came  to  Oel- 
wem»  it  being  then  a  village  of  about  four  hundred  population,  and  here  he 
has  since  lived.  During  the  first  year  after  his  arrival  here  he  was  in  the 
employ  of  H.  D.  Manning,  and  during  the  following  five  years  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming  on  shares.  About  the  first  of  March,  1883,  he  moved  to 
Oelwein  and  worked  at  the  carpenter’s  trade  during  the  following  six  or  seven 
years.  He  was  a  proficient  workman  and  had  a  hand,  in  the  erection  of  many 
of  the  best  and  largest  buildings  in  Oelwein.  While  employed  at  this  labor. 
Mi.  Weber  met  with  an  accident,  from  the  effects  of  which  he  lost  an  eye  and 
the  sight  of  the  other  one  was  impaired,  rendering  it  impossible  for  him  to 
continue  work  at  his  trade.  Since  that  time  he  has  lived  in  his  comfortable 
and  atti active  residence  in  Oelwein.  He  has  lived  here  many  years  and  has 
been  an  eye  witness  of  the  wonderful  development  which  has  characterized 
this  section  of  the  county.  He  has  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  respect  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  those  who  know  him,  because  of  the  splendid  personal  traits  of 
character  which  have  been  displayed  in  his  daily  life. 

In  1878  Mi.  W  eber  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  with 
Indiana  S.  Ross,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Ross,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  Albert  R.  and  Ray  S.  The  former  is  married  to 
Maude  Martin,  of  Oelwein,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Ernest 
Martin  and  Myrtle  May.  Albert  is  a  locomotive  engineer  in  the  emplov  of 
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the  Great  Western  railway  and  makes  his  home  at  Clarion,  Iowa.  Ray,  who 
married  Lizzie  Lee,  lives  in  Oelwein,  where  he  is  employed  in  the  passeng'er 
department  of  the  Great  Western  shops.  Mrs.  Indiana  Weber  died  on  March 
28,  1883,  and  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1889,  Mr.  Weber  married  Mary  E. 
Fairley,  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Fairley,  who  came  from. his 
native  state,  Indiana,  to  Fayette  county  in  1854.  Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Weber  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  their  daily  life 
is  entirely  consistent  with  their  religious  professions.  Their  son  Ray  and 
wife  belong  to  the  Baptist  church. 

The  most  elaborate  history  is  perforce  a  merciless  abridgment,  the 
historian  being  compelled  to  select  his  facts  and  materials  from  manifold  de¬ 
tails,  and  this  applies  particularly  to  the  department  of  biography.  In  every 
life  of  honor  and  usefulness  there  is  no  dearth  of  incident,  and  yet  in  summing- 
up  the  career  of  any  man  the  writer  must  needs  touch  only  the  more  salient 
points,  giving  the  keynote  of  the  character  but  eliminating  all  that  is  super- 
flous  to  the  continuity  of  the  narrative. 


JAMES  R.  CRAWFORD. 

One  of  the  brave  boys  in  blue  who,  when  the  tocsin  of  war  sounded  on 
the  distant  fields  of  the  Southland,  left  the  parental  roof-tree  while  yet  a  mere 
lad  and  offered  his  life,  if  need  be,  for  the  perpetuation  of  the  Union,  was 
James  R.  Crawford,  one  of  the  best  known  and  highly  honored  residents  of 
Fairfield  township,  Fayette  county,  and  there  are  many  reasons  why  we 
should  honor  him  and  give  him  proper  recognition  in  the  history  of  this 
locality  as  we  shall  see  by  a  perusal  of  the  following  paragraphs. 

Mr.  Crawford  was  born  July  3,  1844,  in  Medina  county,  Ohio,  and  is  the 
son  of  James  and  Phoebe  (Hartman)  Crawford,  also  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
state,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  married  about  1825.  Some 
twenty  years  later  they  moved  to  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  re¬ 
mained  three  years,  then,  in  a  covered  wagon,  they  made  the  overland  trip 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  having  been  drawn  here  by  an  ox  team.  They 
brought  with  them  a  cow  and  heifer  and  a  swine,  and  when  Mr.  Crawford 
paid  for  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  located  three-fourths  mile 
north  of  Arlington,  he  had  twenty-five  cents  left  in  his  pocket.  He  remained 
on  this  farm  for  thirty  years  and  became  well  established,  then  moved  into 
Arlington  where  he  lived  six  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  the  state  of 
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Washington,  where  his  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-two  years,  ten 
months  and  thirteen  days,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  July  9,  1805;  his  wife 
was  born  August  18,  1806,  and  she  died  on  January  3,  1892.  Mr.  Crawford 
was  well  known  and  highly  respected  by  a  large  circle  of  friends.  For  many 
years  he  was  justice  of  the  peace,  during  which  time  he  married  many  couples. 
He  was  a  Democrat  politically.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  living,  namely:  Leonard;  Susan  is  the  wife  of 
D.  Sweet;  Matilda  A.  is  the  wife  of  George  Hotelling;  Jasper  N. ;  Annie  is 
the  wife  of  H.  Hull;  Jacob  B.  and  Janies  R.  Those  deceased  are  Elizabeth, 
who  married  a  Mr.  White;  Wilson  and  Sophronia. 

James  R.  Crawford,  of  this  review,  spent  his  boyhood  at  home  and  when 
only  fifteen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the  regular  army,  having  but  a  very 
limited  education,  and  he  was  assigned  to  the  Sixteenth  United  States  In¬ 
fantry.  He  saw  some  hard  service,  having  taken  part  in  thirty-two  engage¬ 
ments,  some  of  the  more  important  being  Shiloh,  Fort  Donelson,  Corinth, 
Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga.  In  the  last  named  battle  his  regiment  began 
with  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty  men  and  came  out  with  thirty-seven,  and  Gen¬ 
eral  Thomas  cried  when  he  reviewed  the  remnant  of  this  brave  body  of  men. 
Other  engagements  in  which  Mr.  Crawford  took  part  were  Lookout  Moun¬ 
tain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Jonesboro,  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea. 
He  made  a  very  gallant  soldier,  according  to  his  comrades,  and  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge  on  December  15,  1864,  having  served  three  years. 
xMthough  he  was  in  many  hotly  contested  fights  he  received  only  two  slight 
scratches  from  bullets,  one  on  the  leg  and  one  on  the  hand. 

After  his  army  career,  Mr.  Crawford  returned  home  and  in  a  short  time 
went  to  Missouri,  where  he  remained  three  years,  then  returned  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  was  married,  in  1871,  to  Lucena  S.  Robbins,  daughter  of 
Rev.  O.  R.  and  Alzina  (Wetmore)  Robbins  of  this  county.  Her  father  was 
born  in  New  York,  December  10,  1810,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Vermont, 
October  28,  1810.  They  were  married  in  Michigan  when  Mr.  Robbins  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  they  came  to  Iowa  in  1855  and  located  on  a  farm 
adjoining  Arlington,  his  home  having  been  near  the  first  house  built  in  the 
town,  then  known  as  Mowtown  (Charles  Mow  having  built  the  first  house 
there;  the  name  was  later  changed  to  Brush  Creek).  Rev.  Mr.  Robbins  de¬ 
voted  his  time  almost  exclusively  to  the  ministry  of  the  United  Brethren 
church,  and  he  married  many  of  the  people  of  those  early  days  in  this  county. 
His  death  occurred  in  1889  and  that  of  his  wife  in  1885.  They  did  a  great 
deal  of  good  among  the  pioneers  and  were  well  known  and  greatly  admired. 
They  are  both  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Taylorsville.  Eight  children  were 
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born  to  them,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Lewis  E.,  of  Oklahoma,  and  Lucena, 
the  wife  of  Mr.  Crawford;  those  deceased  are,  Ralph,  Harriet,  Willie,  Maria 
L..  Mortimer  and  Abbie  S.  Mrs.  Crawford’s  grandfather  was  a  physician  in 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  and  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  one  hundred  and  four 
years. 

After  their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Crawford  began  life  on  a  rented  farm, 
then  moved  on  his  father’s  farm,  where  they  lived  three  years.  They  pur¬ 
chased  twenty  acres  in  section  16.  which  they  later  added  to  until  they  now 
have  a  splendid  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  acres  in  this  section, 
which  has  been  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  this  hav¬ 
ing  been  Mr.  Crawford’s  home  for  the  past  thirty  years,  and  he  has  been  a 
citizen  of  this  township  for  sixty-two  years,  therefore  he  is  well  known  and 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  development  of  this  locality.  It  is  interesting 
to  hear  his  reminiscences  of  the  county's  growth  from  its  wild  state  in  which 
it  was  during  his  boyhood  to  the  present,  when  it  ranks  with  the  most  prosper¬ 
ous  of  the  great  Hawkeye  state.  He  likes  to  talk  of  his  forefathers,  all  men 
of  sterling  worth,  and  pioneers  who  did  a  good  work,  like  himself,  wherever 
they  located.  The  name  James  has  been  a  favorite  in  this  family,  himself  and 
his  son  bearing  that  name,  and  his  father  and  grandfather  were  also  named 
James.  The  grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  great¬ 
grandfather,  also  named  James,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  war. 
Thus,  for  several  generations  members  of  this  worthy  family  have  been  ready 
to  offer  their  services  in  defense  of  their  country  whenever  occasion  demanded. 
Politically,  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  Democrat,  while  his  fraternal  relations  are 
with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  Crawford  has  three  sons  who  remain  with  him  on  the  farm ;  they 
are  energetic  and  enterprising  young  men  and  are  much  interested  in  the  farm, 
in  which  they  are  very  successful.  The  ten  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
James  Crawford  are  named  as  follows:  Irene,  born  in  November,  1897,  lived 
about  ten  months;  Nina  P.,  born  April  20,  1872;  R.  Ross,  born  December 
19,  1874;  James  J.,  born  January  18,  1877  ;  Willie  V.,  born  June  27,  1880; 
Francis  M.,  born  May  8,  1883  1  Harry  H.,  born  November  26,  1885  ;  Jessie  J., 
born  January  26,  1889;  Lucile  M.,  born  August  21,  1894;  Victor  B.,  born 
August  10,  1889.  Francis  M.  was  married  on  March  3,  1908,  to  Hyda 
Wieshedel,  daughter  of  Henry  Wieshedel,  of  Fayette  county,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  a  daughter,  Enid  A.,  born  December  28,  1909.  Harry  H.  was 
married,  also  on  March  3,  1908,  to  Edith  Brooks,  daughter  of  Earl  Brooks, 
of  this  county,  and  they  have  a  son,  Earl  H.,  born  May  20,  1910. 
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JOHN  BRACKIN. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  who  have  builded  up  a 
comfortable  home  and  surrounded  themselves  with  large  landed  and  per¬ 
sonal  property,  none  has  attained  a  higher  degree  of  success  than  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  With  few  opportunities  except  what  his  own  efforts  were 
capable  of  mastering  and  with  many  discouragements  to  overcome,  he  has 
made  an  exceptional  success  of  life,  and  in  his  old  age  has  the  gratification  of 
knowing  that  the  community  in  which  he  has  resided  has  been  benefited  by 
his  presence  and  counsel. 

John  Brackin  is  descended  from  Scotch  ancestors,  though  his  father, 
Cornelius  Brackin,  was  born  in  Ireland.  The  latter  came  to  the  United 
States  in  1818,  locating  first  in  Pennsylvania.  About  ten  years  later  he  moved 
to  Ohio,  where  he  followed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  which  was  his  life 
work.  When  he  went  to  Ohio  that  section  of  the  country  was  extremely 
wild  and  very  sparsely  settled,  he  being  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of 
the  Buckeye  state.  He  applied  himself  closely  to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm 
and  the  comfort  of  his  home,  and  in  1852,  in  the  hope  of  bettering  his  con¬ 
dition,  he  started  for  Iowa.  On  the  way  he  was  stricken  with  cholera  and 
died  in  the  home  of  a  Mr.  Singer,  his  remains  being  buried  at  Elkader.  He 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  in  his  Ohio 
home  he  was  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  subject’s  mother 
was  born  in  Ireland  and  her  death  occurred  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-two  years.  To  these  parents  were  born  nine  children,  as  follows: 
Anna,  born  in  Ireland,  deceased;  Jane,  deceased,  as  are  the  next  four  born, 
Margaret,  Richard,  Eliza  and  Henry;  John,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Mrs. 
Rebecca  Toup,  who  lives  in  Ohio;  Cornelius,  deceased. 

John  Brackin  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  July  31,  1835,  and 
remained  in  the  Ohio  home  of  the  family  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  at 
which  age  he  came  to  Iowa.  He  attended  the  schools  of  Jefferson  county 
and  also  attended  one  term  after  coming  West.  His  education  was  some¬ 
what  limited  owing  to  the  primitive  methods  and  equipment  of  those  early 
days,  but  he  is  a  man  of  strong  natural  mental  ability  and  has  been  a  close 
observer  and  a  persistent  reader,  so  that  today  he  is  considered  a  well  informed 
man  on  general  topics.  On  his  arrival  in  Iowa  he  was  the  possessor  of  a 
valise  and  a  little  money.  His  first  business  venture  was  the  purchase  of  a 
land  warrant,  the  property  being  located  in  Sioux  City,  this  state.  He 
walked  all  the  way  to  that  city  to  have  the  land  entered.  He  also  obtained 
land  in  O’Brien  county,  and  this  he  traded  for  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Fay- 
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ette  county,  that  being  the  land  on  which  he  now  resides.  On  his  return 
trip  fiom  Sioux  City,  which  was  also  made  afoot,  going  from  Sac  into  Cal¬ 
houn  county,  on  the  way  to  Twin  Lakes,  he  was  caught  in  a  blizzard  about 
nine  o’clock  in  the  forenoon  and  for  many  hours  he  was  completely  lost.  He 
dared  not  stop  to  rest  or  sleep  for  fear  the  wolves  would  attack  and  kill  him, 
but  finally  reached  a  small  grove.  He  arrived  at  Twin  Lakes  about  two 
o  clock  the  following  afternoon.  He  was  then  almost  exhausted  and  his  ex¬ 
pel  ience  at  that  time  was  one  which  he  would  not  care  to  repeat.  He  promptly 
went  to  work  to  improve  his  Fayette  county  land  and  put  it  in  cultivation  and 
during  the  following  years  he  was  prospered  to  a  gratifying  degree  in  his 
operations.  As  he  was  able  he  commenced  to  add  to  his  landed  possessions 
until  today  he  is  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  as  fine  land 
as  can  be  found  in  this  part  of  the  state.  All  of  this  has  been  gained  by  hard 
Avoik  and  good  management  and  now  Mr.  Brackin  is  numbered  among  the 
most  successful  farmers  of  the  county.  He  has  built  one  of  the  most  at¬ 
tractive  and  comfortable  homes  in  the  community  and  the  general  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  property  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  taste  and 
sound  judgment.  He  has  carried  on  a  general  line  of  farming,  raising  all 
the  ci  ops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country  and  in  connection  with  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  he  has  also  given  some  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising 
of  livestock,  in  which  also  he  has  been  successful. 

On  January  16,  1864,  Mr.  Brackin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  E. 
Butler,  who  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Illinois,  January  31,  1846,  the 
daughter  of  Joseph  Butler,  the  family  having  originally  come  from  Ohio.  Of 
their  seven  children,  Mrs.  Brackin  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Brackin  have  been  born  twelve  children,  namely:  Rebecca  Jane 
is  the  wife  of  Daniel  Brause,  of  Union  township,  this  county,  and  they  have 
four  children;  Cornelius  E„  deceased;  Clara  Belle  is  the  wife  of  Aug  Brause, 
of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  this  county,  and  they  have  two  children;  Wil¬ 
liam  Henry  remains  at  home;  Maggie  May  is  the  wife  of  W.  A.  Werry, 
of  Oklahoma,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children ;  Edna  Louise  is 
the  wife  of  Fred  Layman,  of  Laporte  City,  Iowa;  John  B.,  of  Pleasant  Val¬ 
ley  township,  married  Louisa  Miller  and  they  have  two  children;  Jessie  is 
the  wife  of  William  Miller,  of  near  Clermont,  this  county,  and  they  have  one 

child;  Benjamin  Harrison,  at  home;  Richard,  at  home;  Edith  and  Sarah 
died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Brackin  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  taken  an  active 
interest  in  local  public  affairs.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow  citizens  with 
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the  election  to  the  office  of  township  trustee,  and  so  entirely  satisfactory 
were  his  services  in  this  capacity  that  he  has,  all  told,  served  twenty  yeais  in 
this  office,  his  last  term  having  expired  in  1908.  He  has  also  given  efficient 
service  as  school  director  of  the  township  and  in  othei  ways  he  has  evinced 
a  commendable  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community.  Fraternally  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  degiees  up  to  and 
including  those  of  Knight  Templar.  Mrs.  Brackin  is  a  member  of  the  Ma¬ 
sons’  auxiliary  order,  the  Eastern  Star.  Mrs.  Brackin  is  a  lady  of  many 
splendid  womanly  graces  and  is  well  liked  in  the  social  circles  in  which  she 
moves.  Both  of  her  grandmothers  were  cousins  to  Jefferson  Davis,  ex¬ 
president  of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  Mr.  Brackin,  though  well  advanced 
in  years,  still  retains  his  vigor  to  a  remarkable  degiee  and  takes  an  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  the  happenings  of  the  day.  Shrewd  and  far-sighted,  he  has 
ably  managed  his  private  business  affairs  and  today  is  numbered  among  the 
most  successful  men  of  Fayette  county. 


CHARLES  A.  TALCOTT. 

In  order  to  gain  an  interesting  experience  in  life  it  is  better  not  to  fol¬ 
low  too  closely  one  trade  or  profession,  for  by  so  doing  one  often  becomes 
narrow,  loses  interest  in  outside  things,  and  knows  nothing  but  his  occupa¬ 
tion.  How  much  more  exciting  and  varied  a  life  is  that  of  the  man  w  ho  fol¬ 
lows  many  occupations,  and  who,  despite  old  adages  to  the  conti  aiv,  quite 
often  finishes  life  with  greater  honor  and  affluence  than  the  man  who  has 
confined  himself  to  one  trade. 

Charles  A.  Talcott  was  born  in  Burk  township,  Dane  county,  Wis¬ 
consin,  September  10,  1848,  the  son  of  FitzHenry  Talcott,  of  Madison, 
Ohio,  and  Almira  (Nye)  Talcott,  of  Painesville,  Ohio,  who  were  married  in 
Erie  county,  Pennsylvania.  FitzHenry  and  his  wife  came  west  m  1842  or 
’43,  and  for  a  time  he  combined  the  occupations  of  teaching  and  farming. 
In  1857  he  went  to  Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  and  farmed  there  till  1863, 
when  he  removed  to  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  Heie  he 
rented  land  for  three  years  and  then  moved  to  a  two-hundred-acre  farm  of 
wild  land,  four  miles  north  of  Wadena,  which  he  had  previously  bought.  He 
improved  this  land  and  made  a  home  there,  and  later  moved  east  of  Maynard, 
where  he  died.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1866,  and  he  subsequently  married 
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Amelia  Harnard,  of  Illinois,  now  dead.  He  was  a  Populist  in  politics,  in 
religion  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church.  He  was  elected  to  the 
offices  of  justice  of  the  peace,  trustee,  and  filled  several  minor  offices.  His 
children,  all  by  his  first  wife,  were :  Lydia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two;  Frank  D.,  of  Maynard  (see  his  sketch)  ;  Charles  A.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch;  Ed,  a  farmer  in  Centre  township,  this  county;  Inez,  who  married  R. 
Savage,  died  in  1882;  Ettie  L.,  wife  of  Myron  Burnside,  druggist,  of  Wau- 
coma,  Iowa;  Henry  died  young. 

Charles  A.  Talcott  received  his  education  in  the  old  log  schools  of  the 
township.  He  lived  at  home  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  got  forty 
acres  of  land  in  Illyria  township,  there  being  no  improvements.  A  little 
later  he  took  up  the  carpenter  s  trade,  combining  it  with  threshing  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  In  1875  he  located  in  Wadena,  buying  a  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop,  which  he  operated  for  seven  years.  In  July,  1882,  he  entered  the  em¬ 
ploy  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  as  hostler,  later  ran  as 
fireman  on  the  narrow  gauge  branch  between  Reno  and  Preston,  then  on  a 
passenger  train  between  West  Union  and  Turkey  River  until  1891.  In  1876 
he  married  Mary  Prouty,  who  was  born  at  Wadena,  the  daughter  of  Jefferson 
and  Martha  (Dye)  Prouty,  who  had  come  to  Wadena,  Iowa,  in  1863.  Mr. 
Prouty  was  a  mechanic  and  miller.  He  lived  with  his  son-in-law  until  his 
death,  in  1903,  and  his  wife  is  still  a  welcome  member  of  their  family. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott  are  the  parents  of  five  children:  Ella,  who  died 
aged  two  ;  Laura,  wife  of  Arthur  G.  Hurling,  hardware  merchant  and  post¬ 
master  of  Wadena,  mother  of  three  children,  Lyal,  Ona  and  Arthur ;  Frank, 
hardware  merchant  of  Wadena,  married  Ella  Dye  and  has  two  children, 
Ona  and  Willfred;  Fred,  with  the  Glover  Overall  Manufacturing  Company, 
Dubuque,  Iowa;  Xante,  now  at  home.  After  1892  Mr.  Talcott  worked  the 
old  homestead  one  season,  then  bought  a  hardware  store  at  Wadena,  and  re¬ 
mained  in  this  business  until  1905,  when  he  sold  it  and  bought  thirty-five 
acres  of  the  Wadena  mill  property,  which  he  subsequently  sold. 

In  politics  Mr.  Talcott  is  an  independent.  He  has  served  as  mayor 
of  Wadena  for  five  years,  now  holding  that  position,  and  has  been  a  constable 
and  school  director.  Volga  City  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
claims  him  as  one  of  their  charter  members,  and  he  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  organization  at  Wadena.  His  wife  died  in  September, 
1904.  His  worth  and  good  qualities  have,  besides  winning  success  for  him, 
gained  and  kept  many  warm  friends. 


996 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


OSCAR  C.  COLE. 

It  requires  as  much  if  not  more  business  acumen,  foresight,  energy  and 
tact  to  make  a  successful  newspaper  as  it  does  to  establish  any  paying  business, 
consequently  he  who  succeeds  at  this  is  deserving  of  high  rank  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  men  of  his  community.  Oscar  C.  Cole,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Iowa 
Postal  Card,  published  at  Fayette,  has  succeeded  in  making  his  paper  not  only 
a  financial  success,  but  a  moulder  of  public  opinion  in  this  county,  consequent¬ 
ly  something  of  his  life  and  work  should  be  mentioned  here. 

Mr.  Cole  was  born  in  West  Stockholm,  St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York, 
June  25,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Horace  C.  Cole,  who  was  of  English  descent, 
horn  in  Westmoreland,  New  Hampshire,  in  1802,  and  he  married  Melinda 
Smith,  who  was  born  in  New  York  state  in  1806.  They  followed  the  tide 
of  emigration  setting  in  heavily  for  the  middle  west  in  1856,  and  came  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Fayette,  where  Mr.  Cole  followed  carpentering,  which  trade 
he  learned  in  his  youth.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  wood  workers  in  this 
town  and  for  many  years  his  services  were  in  great  demand  here.  His  death 
occurred  in  1864,  and  his  wife  died  in  1876.  -She  was  of  Scotch  and  Welsh 
descent. 

Oscar  C.  Cole  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  New  York,  and  he  was  educated 
in  the  old-time  log  school-house.  When  he  was  fourteen  years  old  the  family 
came  to  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Cole  spent  his  time  between 
the  farm  and  town  until  July,  1856,  in  which  year  he  came  to  Fayette,  Iowa, 
consequently  is  numbered  among  the  pioneers,  becoming,  in  due  course  of 
time,  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  place.  He  entered  the  Fayette  Semi¬ 
nary  when  it  opened,  January  7,  1857,  and  was  a  constant  student  in  that  insti¬ 
tution  until  the  summer  term  of  i860.  He  made  an  excellent  record  here 
and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  delivering  the  first  Latin  oration  at  the  first  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  of  the  school. 

Mr.  Cole  entered  the  office  of  the  Fayette  Journal,  as  “devil,”  although, 
having  many  years  previously  decided  upon  a  newspaper  career,  he  had  been 
connected  with  certain  publications.  He  rapidly  attained  promotions,  be¬ 
coming,  successively,  pressman,  foreman,  and  associate  editor  in  i860.  He 
was  with  the  office  of  the  Mason  City  Republican  in  1861  and  the  following 
year  was  employed  on  the  staff  of  the  Charles  City  Intelligencer.  He  re¬ 
mained  there  only  a  few  months,  when  he  became  connected  with  the  West 
Union  Public  Record.  Two  years  later  he  edited  and  published  the  West 
Union  Record,  which  he  carried  on  until  1868,  when  he  became  interested  in 
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the  publication  of  the  North  Iozva  Observer.  For  a  year  or  two  subsequent 
to  that  time,  however,  he  was  half  owner  and  the  editor  of  the  Volga  Valley 
Times,  with  which  paper  he  continued  for  four  and  one-half  years.  Tiring  of 
journalistic  labors,  he  next  tried  railroading  until  an  accident  caused  his  re¬ 
tirement  from  that  vocation.  From  May,  1878,  to  July,  1882,  he  was  mail 
route  agent,  and  his  average  record  from  the  time  he  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  that  position  until  his  retirement  was  ninety-nine  and  nine-tenths  per  cent. 

In  October,  1882,  Mr.  Cole  started  the  Iozva  Postal  Card,  which  he  is 
still  publishing,  and  the  paper  is  receiving  an  excellent  patronage,  being  con¬ 
sidered  a  splendid  advertising  medium,  being  well  edited  and  presenting  a 
good  mechanical  appearance.  For  several  years  past,  his  son,  Lyle  L.,  has 
been  associated  with  his  father  in  the  publication  of  this  paper.  They  have 
made  it  a  spicy  and  attractive  weekly,  which  is  noted  for  its  independence  and 
the  faculty  of  “calling  things  by  their  right  names.” 

Mr.  Cole  was  married  in  1867  to  Angie  Libbey,  of  Lawrence,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  who  was  born  in  Sanford,  Maine,  August  5,  1840,  and  to  this  union 
two  children  were  born,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Lyle  L.,  mentioned  above,  and 
Erma  Eloise. 


E.  V.  ODEKIRK. 

It  is  well  once  in  awhile  to  stop  and  think  how  absolutely  humanity  is 
dependent  on  the  farmer.  All  of  our  food  must  come  from  the  farm;  it  can 
come  from  no  other  place,  for  all  animal  life  must  live  on  organic  matter, 
and  no  chemist  has  as  yet  been  able  to  originate  life,  nor  even  to  combine 
elements  in  such  a  way  as  to  make  a  food  which  will  sustain  life.  That  is 
reserved  for  living  plants  and  animals  to  do,  and  we  are  all  dependent  for 
food  on  the  farmer,  whose  business  it  is  to  take  care  of  these  plants  and  ani¬ 
mals,  to  cause  them  to  live  and  grow  until  suitable  for  food  purposes. 

E.  V.  Odekirk  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  December  30,  1856,  the  son  of 
E.  P.  and  Adelia  (Helmer)  Odekirk,  both  natives  of  New  York,  who  came 
as  pioneer  farmers  to  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin.  E.  P.  Odekirk  was 
born  March  30,  1829,  and  was  married  on  August  13,  1854.  His  wife  was 
born  October  17,  1838.  The  following  children  were  born  to  their  union: 
E.  V.,  the  oldest,  December  30,  1856;  Hattie  M.,  born  July  30,  1859;  Dora 
N.,  July  18,  1868;  Mattie  L.,  October  4,  1871;  Stella  Pearl,  January  12, 
1878.  Mr.  Odekirk  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty-first  Wisconsin,  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  23,  1864,  and  served  faithfully  for  two  years.  In  1868  he  came  to 
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Iowa,  locating  on  the  farm  which  his  son  now  owns.  Here  he  first  had 
eighty  acres,  then  later  had  forty  in  another  location.  He  lived  on  this  farm 
until  his  death,  February  15,  1881.  He  was  a  Baptist  and  a  strong  Re¬ 
publican.  He  was  a  man  tried  and  true,  one  who  could  be  relied  upon  at 
any  time. 

E.  V.  Odekirk  was  educated  in  the  early  schools.  He  has  always  lived 
on  the  old  farm,  has  now  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and  gives  his  atten¬ 
tion  to  general  stock  raising.  On  February  24,  1881,  be  was  married  to 
Estella  Proctor,  daughter  of  J.  M.  and  Sarah  Ann  (Armstrong)  Proctor, 
he  born  June  27,  1832,  in  Ohio,  and  she  born  in  Ireland  on  March  14,  1842. 
They  were  married  March  19,  1857,  and  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Adam  E.,  born  March  21,  1858;  Estella  M.,  March  28,  1862; 
William  R.,  May  31,  1866;  Elizabeth  E.,  April  7,  1872.  J.  M.  Proctor  came 
with  his  father  and  sister,  in  1854,  to  Centre  township,  this  county,  from 
Ohio,  and  is  living  in  Kansas  at  present.  His  wife  died  in  June,  1885,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  E.  V.  Odekirk  are  the  parents  of  the  following  three  children : 
Sarah  A.,  born  April  6,  1884;  Beaulah  V.,  born  November  16,  1887;  Milton 
P.,  born  January  16,  1892.  E.  V.  Odekirk  was  made  vice-president  of  the 
Randalia  Savings  Bank  at  the  time  of  its  organization.  In  stock  farming  he 
is  very  proficient  and  has  gained  a  name  for  the  character  of  the  stock  pro¬ 
duced  on  his  farm.  He  is  a  man  well  worth  knowing  on  account  of  his  many 
good  traits. 


THOMAS  THOMPSON. 

The  little  kingdom  of  Norway  has  not  sent  as  many  citizens  to  the 
United  States  as  many  of  the  other  countries  of  Europe,  but  those  who  have 
taken  up  their  homes  within  our  shores  have  proved  to  be  most  desirable 
citizens,  always  welcomed  in  any  community,  for  they  are  thrifty,  home 
builders,  law-abiding  and  loyal  to  our  institutions.  One  sucb  is  Thomas 
Thompson,  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
who  was  born  on  December  30,  1837,  in  Norway,  the  son  of  Thor  and 
Gunnila  Thompson,  both  natives  of  Norway,  where  they  spent  their  lives, 
being  now  deceased.  Three  sons  of  this  family  came  to  America,  namely : 
Ole,  a  stone  mason,  living  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  Iolef,  a  farmer  in  Clay¬ 
ton  county,  Iowa,  and  Thomas,  of  this  review. 

Thomas  Thompson  was  educated  in  Norway  and  before  leaving  his 
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home  land  engaged  for  some  time  as  a  peddler.  Believing  that  larger  advan¬ 
tages  were  to  be  had  in  America,  he  set  sail  for  our  shores  in  1861,  and 
eventually  located  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  began  working  on  the  boats 
that  plied  the  Mississippi  river.  While  living  in  that  county  he  married,  in 
Clayton,  in  1874,  Ingebary  Danielson,  who  was  a  native  of  the  same  locality 
in  Norway  as  Mr.  Thompson,  the  daughter  of  Daniel  Knutson  and  Julia 
(Nelson)  Danielson.  Her  father  was  a  farmer  in  Norway,  and  he  brought 
his  family  to  America  in  1861,  and  located  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where 
the  father  died,  the  mother  then  making  her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs. 
Thompson,  until  her  death.  Five  children  were  born  to  them. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Thompson, 
namely:  Gunnield  died  in  infancy;  Thore,  born  August  23,  1877;  Daniel, 
born  February  12,  1879;  Ole,  born  March  1,  1881.  These  children  were  all 
born  in  Fayette  county  and  they  all  attended  the  local  schools. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson,  in  1874,  settled  in  section 
24,  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  first  buying  eighty  acres,  on 
which  stood  an  old  log  house  and  stable.  But  being  a  man  of  thrift,  a  hard 
worker  and  a  good  manager,  Mr.  Thompson  has  added  to  his  original  hold¬ 
ings  from  time  to  time  until  he  is  now  the  possessor  of  one  of  the  valuable 
and  desirable  farms  of  the  township,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  fifty 
acres  in  sections  23  and  24.  It  is  well  improved  in  every  respect,  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  being  under  cultivation.  In  1894  they  moved  to  the 
pleasant  and  substantial  home,  'where  they  now  reside.  General  farming  and 
stock  raising  is  carried  on  in  a  very  successful  manner  by  Mr.  Thompson, 
who  is  evidently  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  farm. 
He  handles  some  fine  full  blood  Shorthorn  cattle,  and  Poland-China  hogs, 
also  draft  horses  and  Shropshire  sheep.  He  has  some  imported  stock,  all  of 
which  are  greatly  admired  for  their  excellent  cjuality  and  find  a  ready  market. 
He  also  makes  a  specialty  of  select  Swedish  oats,  Oderbucker  bearded  barley, 
and  different  varieties  of  yellow  and  white  Dent  seed  corn.  He  has  devoted 
most  of  his  life  to  general  farming  and  has  been  rewarded  with  a  large  meas¬ 
ure  of  success.  His  sons  now  look  after  a  great  deal  of  the  business  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  crops  and  livestock.  One  of  them,  Thore  Thompson,  was 
married  on  July  11,  1908,  to  Olive  Gunderson,  of  Wayne  township,  Clayton 
county,  Iowa;  she  is  the  daughter  of  George  and  Inoburg  (Olsen)  Gunder¬ 
son,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  son,  Orvin  E.,  who  was 
born  March  20,  1909.  Thore  is  a  scientific  farmer,  having  attended  the  agri¬ 
cultural  department  of  the  State  University  of  A¥isconsin,  at  Madison. 
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1  homas  7  hompson  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  in  political 
mattei  s  he  supports  the  Republican  ticket.  This  family  are  highly  respected 
bv  all  their  neighbors  and  acquaintances  and  are  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Illyria  township. 


PETER  GREEN  ABBOTT. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  trace  one’s  ancestry  to  a  remote  period, 
especially  so  if  we  find  among  them  only  people  of  the  highest  honor  and 
industry,  as  is  the  case  in  tracing  the  genealogy  of  Peter  Green  Abbott,  a 
representative  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  who  was  born  in  Concord,  New 
Hampshire,  Febiuary  14,  183®-  He  is  the  son  of  Reuben  and  Hannah 
(Abbott)  Abbott.  The  son,  brother,  father,  grandfather  and  great-grand¬ 
father  were  all  named  Reuben.  In  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  there  were 
four  generations  in  one  house,  all  named  Reuben  Abbott.  Two  of  the  daugh¬ 
ters  of  the  oldest  brothers  of  Peter  G.  Abbott  still  live  in  the  old  home,  an 
lnstoi  ic  New  England  place;  this  is  the  home  where  the  great-grandfather 
settled  when  he  came  there  from  Andover,  Massachusets.  He  was  descended 
both  through  his  father  and  mother  from  George  Abbott,  who  came  over 
from  England  in  1620  in  the  “Mayflower,”  and  who  located  at  Plymouth, 
where  the  family  remained  through  several  generations  or  until  the  subject’s 
gi  eat-grand father,  Reuben  Abbott,  moved  north  before  the  commencement 
of  the  American  Revolution  and  located  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire.  The 
subject’s  paternal  grandfather,  Reuben  Abbott,  and  his  maternal  grand¬ 
father,  Daniel  Abbott,  were  both  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  going  into  the 
patiiot  army  from  New  Hampshire.  They  are  buried  within  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  each  other.  Daniel  Abbott  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians,  who 
took  him  to  Canada.  Just  how  he  escaped  is  not  clear,  one  version  saying 
that  he  was  exchanged,  another  that  he  borrowed  skates  of  the  Indians  and 
acting  as  though  entirely  unskilled  in  their  use,  until  a  proper  opportunity 
presented  itself,  when  he  dashed  away  and  made  good  his  escape. 

The  old  Abbott  home  mentioned  above  was  built  prior  to  the  Revolution 
and  the  present  members  of  the  Abbott  family  living  therein  take  a  delight 
in  keeping  it  as  nearly  as  possible  in  its  original  picturesque  style,  the  old 
brick  ovens,  used  for  cooking  purposes  before  the  invention  of  stoves,  and 
many  heirlooms  and  relics  of  a  bygone  generation  are  to  be  seen. 

Peter  G.  Abbott  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  worked  there  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age.  In  1855  he  joined  his  brother,  Ezra,  in  Clayton 
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county,  Iowa,  whither  he  had  gone  some  years  previous,  and  who  is  now  liv¬ 
ing  in  Cumberland,  Wisconsin.  Henry,  another  brother,  is  living  at  Leroy, 
Kansas.  Peter  G.  remained  with  Ezra  Abbott  from  May,  1855,  until  Decem¬ 
ber  of  that  year,  the  latter’s  home  having  been  near  Carter’s  Grove,  eight 
miles  east  of  Clermont.  In  December,  1855,  Peter  G.  Abbott  came  to  Bethel 
tow  nship,  Fayette  county,  and  bought  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  section  9,  when 
the  surrounding  country  was  all  a  wild  and  unbroken  prairie;  but  before 
purchasing  the  tract  mentioned  he  rented  land  for  a  short  time  and,  being 
a  good  worker,  soon  had  a  start. 

On  September  7,  1856,  Peter  G.  Abbott  married  Emily,  the  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Harriett  (Hunt)  Palmer,  who  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
with  her  mother  and  stepfather,  Davis  Kidder,  in  the  spring  of  1855,  her  father 
having  died  when  she  was  young.  Her  family  on  both  sides  of  the  house 
were  highly  respected  and  well  known  in  their  respective  communities,  being 
people  of  the  highest  honor  and  integrity  and  always  pleasant  to  meet. 

About  five  years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Abbott  sold  his  first  farm  and 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  8,  buying  at  first  only  forty 
acres,  which  he  added  to  as  he  prospered,  forty  acres,  then  eighty  acres.  He 
raised  enough  colts  to  pay  for  the  last  eighty  acres,  having  formerly  raised 
a  great  many  horses  and  his  stock  was  always  of  a  high  grade  and  easily 
marketed.  He  has  lived  on  his  present  place  for  a  period  of  forty-seven 
years,  having  resided  in  Bethel  township  longer  than  anv  one  now  living 
here,  being  the  oldest  settler  of  the  same.  When  he  came  the  vicinity  was 
decidedly  wild  and  the  virgin  prairie  was  overrun  by  wolves,  deer  and  small 
game.  He  has  lived  to  see  the  township  develop  from  its  wild  state  to  its 
piesent  far-advanced  stage  of  improvement,  playing  well  his  part  in  tlie  great 

transformation,  there  being  only  about  fifteen  families  in  the  township  when 
he  came  here. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Peter  G.  Ab¬ 
bott  :  Almida  Josephine  married  Charles  Dickens,  whose  sketch  appears  else¬ 
where  m  this  work;  Reuben  Martin  married  Ruth  Graves  and  lives  in  Oel- 
wein,  he  being  employed  by  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad ;  they  have 
three  girls  and  one  son,  Esther  Lorena,  Julia,  Ada  Clare,  and  Reuben  Merle ; 
their  oldest  child,  Esther,  married  Eugene  Borland  and  has  three  children! 
Ida  Ruth,  Vernon  Eugene,  and  an  infant  ;  Julia  married  Charles  Brownell 
and  lives  in  Scott  township,  near  Stanley;  Justin  Palmer  Abbott,  who  lives 
near  Brushie,  South  Dakota,  on  government  land;  Arthur  Platts  Abbott 
married  Etta  Freeman  and  four  children  have  been  born  to  them,  three  of 
whom  are  living,  two  girls  and  one  boy,  George  Deigle,  who  died  when 
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eight  years  of  age,  Arthur  Green,  Mary  Emma  and  Sybil.  Arthur  Platt 
Abbott  is  employed  by  a  company  organized  to  push  an  invention  of  his  own. 
Walter  Henry  Abbott  died  when  ten  months  old.  Henry  Walter  Abbott,  the 
youngest  child,  married  Etta  Schoonover  and  lives  on  the  farm  adjoining  his 
father  on  the  north,  owning  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  half  of  which  lies 
in  section  8  and  the  other  half  in  section  9.  He  has  two  children,  Clarence 
Weston  and  Edith  Belle. 

Mrs.  Peter  G.  Abbott  passed  to  her  rest  on  May  11,  1873,  and  Mr. 
Abbott  was  again  married,  his  second  union  taking  place  in  Chickasaw  county, 
Iowa,  in  November,  1879,  when  he  espoused  Achsah  (Oatman)  Moss,  widow 
of  Thomas  Moss  and  daughter  of  Simon  Oatman.  She  was  born  in  Ontario 
county,  New  York,  and  came  to  Iowa  in  1854  with  her  aunt,  with  whom  she 
resided  until  her  marriage  with  the  subject.  Her  aunt,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Crandall, 
widow  of  J.  B.  Crandall,  died  October  7,  1909,  lacking  less  than  three  months 
of  reaching  the  age  of  one  hundred  years. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Abbott  are  members  of  the  Congregational  church. 
In  early  life  Mr.  Abbott  was  active  in  the  Republican  party  and  he  was  for¬ 
merly  a  Whig,  then  allied  himself  with  the  Know-Nothing  party.  He  was 
a  delegate  to  county  conventions  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace,  assessor,  township  clerk,  township  treasurer  and  school  director. 
For  many  years  he  has  refused  to  run  for  offices,  although  often  nominated 
for  them  without  his  knowledge  or  consent.  This  is  an  indication  that  he  is 
held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  his  fellow  men  and  that  he  gave  the  utmost 
satisfaction  in  his  former  official  capacities. 


THOMAS  KERR. 

Of  thrifty  Scotch-Irish  parentage  comes  Thomas  Kerr,  one  of  the  well 
known  and  progressive  agriculturists  and  stock  raisers  of  Illyria  township, 
Fayette  county.  He  was  born  May  18,  1851,  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  and 
is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Binnie)  Kerr,  the  father  born  in  county 
Tyrone,  Ireland,  in  1820,  and  the  mother  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland. 
James  Kerr,  who  came  to  America  in  1820,  was  a  sailor  on  the  lakes  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean  for  a  period  of  nine  years.  In  1849  ^le  located  in  Kane 
county,  Illinois,  and  there  he  and  Elizabeth  Binnie  were  married,  she  having- 
come  to  America  in  1848  with  her  parents,  the  family  locating  near  Elgin, 
Kane  county,  Illinois.  After  their  marriage,  James  Kerr  and  wife  lived  in 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1003 


Kane  county,  Illinois,  three  years  on  a  farm,  then  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  in  1854,  being  among  the  first  settlers 
there.  Mr.  Kerr  got  good  government  land  there  for  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre.  He  was  a  man  of  enterprise  and  he  added  to  his  original 
purchase  until  he  owned  five  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  cleared  a  great 
deal  of  this  land  and  soon  had  a  splendid  home,  and  he  lived  there  in  1901, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  River  View,  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  now 
resides.  Airs.  James  Kerr  died  in  1896.  Mr.  Kerr  is  a  well  preserved  man 
notwithstanding  his  life  of  hard  work;  he  was  well  and  favorably  known  in 
Clayton  county.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  member  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church.  Fifteen  children  constituted  his  family,  namely :  Thomas,  of 
this  review ;  Agnes  lives  in  Chicago ;  Marian  also  lives  in  Chicago ;  Robert 
lives  on  the  old  place  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  James  lives  in  Chicago;  John 
lives  on  the  old  place  in  Clayton  county;  Hannah  and  Annie  live  in  Chicago; 
Henry  lives  in  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  Elizabeth  lives  in 
Volga  City,  Iowa;  Jessie  lives  at  Osborn,  Clayton  county,  Iowa;  Amelia, 
Lydia,  Edward  and  Erias  are  all  deceased. 

Thomas  Kerr  received  a  good  education  in  the  home  schools  and  he 
remained  under  his  paternal  roof  until  twenty-four  years  of  age.  On  Decem¬ 
ber  10,  1879,  while  living  in  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  he 
married  Ella  E.  Floats,  of  that  vicinity;  she  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Lydia  (Clapper)  Floats,  the  father  a  native  of  Franklin  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  and  the  latter  of  Stark  county,  Ohio.  They  came  to  Clayton  county, 
Iowa,  in  1851,  got  wild  land,  cleared  it  and  made  a  home.  Selling  his  land, 
he  moved  to  Elgin,  Iowa,  in  1897.  Fir.  Floats  was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and 
he  also  farmed.  He  is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Flethodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church.  Fourteen  children  constituted  his  family,  named  as  follows : 
Ambrose  is  a  blacksmith  at  Scotch  Grove,  Iowa;  Martha  Jane  is  deceased; 
Steward  FI.  lives  in  Nebraska;  Austin  lives  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  James, 
who  was  an  attorney  at  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa,  died  in  1906;  Elizabeth  is  de¬ 
ceased;  Lyman  is  an  attorney  at  Eagle  Grove,  Iowa  ;  Ella  E.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Kerr,  of  this  review;  Mary  lives  in  Elgin,  Iowa;  Harry  is  deceased;  Hattie 
lives  at  Elgin,  Iowa;  Adelbert  is  deceased;  Abraham  lives  at  Volga  City, 
Iowa ;  Charlie  is  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Fir.  and  Firs.  Thomas  Kerr,  named  as 
follows :  Lulu  married  Charles  Ruthlesberger  and  they  live  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  this  county;  William  is  attending  business  college  at  Oelwein,  Iowa; 
Lydia  is  attending  school  at  Fayette,  Iowa;  Hattie  is  also  attending  school  in 
Fayette;  Fern  is  living  at  home. 
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After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Kerr  began  farming  in 
Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  remaining  there  until  1901; 
they  came  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  bought  the  place  on 
which  they  now  live,  in  section  3.  Mr.  Kerr  owns  in  all  two  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  formerly  known  as  the  Sampson  Humphrey  place;  he  has  added 
many  substantial  improvements  on  the  place  and  is  carrying  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner;  he  also  devotes  much  of  his  time  to  stock 
raising,  paying  especial  attention  to  raising  Durham  cattle,  Norman  horses 
and  Poland  China  hogs. 

Mr.  Kerr  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  has  been  trustee  and  school 
director,  clerk  of  the  board,  and  is  now  clerk  of  Illyria  township.  He  is 
interested  in  the  Elgin  Farmers’  Creamery  at  Elgin,  Ilowa.  He  belongs  to  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  of  Highland  township,  Clayton  county.  Mrs. 
Kerr  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 


JOHN  M.  FREY. 

In  placing  the  name  of  John  M.  Frey  in  the  front  rank  of  Fayette 
county  s  progressive  citizens,  simple  justice  is  done  to  a  biographical  fact, 
universally  recognized  throughout  this  locality  by  men  at  all  familiar  with 
his  history.  A  man  of  judgment,  sound  discretion  and  business  ability  of  a 
high  order,  he  has  managed  with  tactful  success  large  landed  interests  and  so 
impressed  his  individuality  upon  the  community  as  to  gain  recognition  among 
its  leading  citizens  and  public-spirited  men  of  affairs.  Like  many  of  the 
enterprising  residents  of  the  Hawkeye  state,  Mr.  Frey  hails  from  the  great 
German  empire,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  province  of  Baden,  Germany, 
September  11,  1858,  and  he  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  native 
village.  He  is  the  son  of  Martin  and  Caroline  (Herbold)  Frey,  both  natives 
of  Baden,  Germany,  the  father  born  May  18,  1822,  and  the  mother  on  Octo¬ 
ber  10th  of  the  same  year.  The  elder  Frey  was  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  he  came  to  America.  In  March,  1872,  the  family 
left  Germany  and  on  the  22c!  of  that  month  arrived  in  Highland  township, 
Clayton  county,  Iowa.  A  week  or  two  later  the  father  bought  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  in  section  11,  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  remained 
on  the  same  for  a  period  of  five  years,  then  sold  out  and  bought  one  hundred 
and  twenty-nine  acres  in  section  25,  Illyria  township,  and  this  splendid  place 
is  at  present  occupied  by  his  son,  John  M.  Politically,  the  elder  Frey  was  a 
Democrat,  and  he  was  a  good  and  useful  man  in  his  community. 
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In  1848  Martin  Frey  came  to  America  and  located  in  Painesville,  Ohio, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  He  took  out  his  naturalization  papers  in  War¬ 
ren  county.  He  became  affiliated  with  the  Freesoilers,  which  later  became  the 
Republican  party,  and  he  was  very  active  in  political  affairs,  being  a  very 
strong  Abolitionist.  His  wife  and  family  did  not  accompany  him  to  America 
and  in  1850  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Germany,  returning  to  America  two 
or  three  years  later  and  made  a  trip  to  Iowa.  He  was  in  Iowa  City  when  it 
contained  only  three  houses,  but  on  account  of  cholera  he  returned  to  Paines¬ 
ville,  Ohio.  About  1858  he  returned  to  Germany  again  and  remained  there 
until  1872.  He  remained  a  Republican  until  the  time  of  Grant’s  last  admin¬ 
istration,  when  he  became  a  Democrat.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge,  which  he  joined  in  Painesville,  Ohio,  upon  his  second  trip  to  America. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Protestant  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frey  were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  two  sons  and  seven 
daughters,  six  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely :  Sophia  Reichart  lives  in  the 
province  of  Baden,  Germany;  Robert  lives  at  Sand  Point,  Idaho;  Mrs.  Ida 
Leonhart  lives  in  Chatburn,  North  Carolina;  John  M.,  of  this  review;  Mrs. 
Annie  Cooley  lives  in  Waukon,  Iowa;  Lissette  Jellings  lives  at  Stanley,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Frey’s  death  occurred  on  December  20,  1903,  and  the  death  of  his 
wife  occurred  on  December  29,  1897. 

John  M.  Frey,  of  this  review,  remained  on  the  farm  with  his  parents 
until  their  death,  being  a  partner  with  his  father,  at  whose  death  the  farm 
became  the  property  of  the  subject.  Previous  to  the  death  of  the  elder  Frey 
he  and  his  son  bought  sixty-one  acres  in  section  35,  making  in  all  one  hundred 
and  ninety  acres.  Mr.  Frey  has  carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully, 
being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good  manager.  He  has  engaged  extensively  in 
registered  Poland-China  hogs  and  Shorthorn  cattle,  raising  many  at  present, 
but  not  so  extensively  as  formerly.  He  raises  from  forty-five  to  fifty  full- 
blooded  hogs  each  year  and  about  the  same  number  of  cattle,  and  owing  to 
their  superior  quality  they  find  a  very  ready  market.  Mr.  Frey  has  become 
widely  known  for  the  fine  stock  which  he  has  so  long  raised.  In  1904  he 
built  a  two-story  hotel  in  Wadena,  which  he  conducted  for  about  two  years, 
but  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  this  was  a  promising  line  of  endeavor  he 
returned  to  the  farm  and  his  efforts  as  a  husbandman  have  always  been  abun¬ 
dantly  crowned  with  success.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  held 
the  office  of  township  school  treasurer  for  over  fifteen  years,  and  has  been 
justice  of  the  peace  for  the  past  two  years,  filling  both  these  responsible 
positions  with  fidelity  to  duty  that  reflects  credit  upon  himself  and  with  satis¬ 
faction  to  all  concerned.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
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America,  the  Yeomen  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  all  at 
Wadena.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Protestant  church. 

On  January  25,  1882,  Mr.  Frey  married  Mary  E.  Leonhart,  who  was 
born  November  1,  1864,  in  Arlington,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  daughter  of 
Phillip  and  Catherine  (Eckart)  Leonhart;  he  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Baden,  Germany,  in  1841,  and  she  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York  in 
1845.  He  came  to  America  with  his  parents,  who  located  in  New  York, 
where  Mrs.  Leonhart  died.  Two  sons  and  two  daughters  came  to  Iowa  and 
located  in  Arlington,  where  Phillip  and  Mary  Leonhart  were  married.  He 
bought  a  farm  near  Arlington,  where  he  still  lives.  Mrs.  Leonhart  died  in 
1889,  leaving  nine  children,  one  having  died  previously.  Mrs.  Frey  was  the 
oldest  of  the  ten  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frey  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  namely:  Lisettia  C. 
is  the  wife  of  James  H.  Wilson,  of  Illyria  township,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children,  Ruth  and  Charlie;  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  on  January  9, 
1883  ;  Ella,  born  November  9,  1884,  is  the  wife  of  Harry  R.  Humphrey,  who 
lives  at  Volga  City,  Iowa,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Bonita; 
Robert  M.  Frey,  born  March  20,  1887,  resides  at  Wadena,  Iowa';  he  married 
Ethel  A.  Moore,  of  Illyria  township,  and  they  have  one  son,  Albert  K. ;  Wil¬ 
liam  was  born  June  20,  1891,  and  lives  on  the  farm  with  his  parents;  Sophia 
L.,  born  December  7,  1894,  also  lives  with  her  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frey  paid  a  delightful  visit  to  his  old  home  in  Germany 
several  years  ago,  spending  several  months  in  the  Fatherland.  They  are  both 
very  pleasant,  hospitable  and  well  informed  and  they  have  the  esteem  of  a 
wide  circle  of  friends. 


ROBERT  H.  MAY. 

A  venerable  and  highly  honored  citizen  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette 
county,  was  Robert  H.  May,  a  pioneer  who  made  his  residence  here  for  nearly 
fifty-six  years,  during  which  time  he  played  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  general 
development  of  the  community  and  watched  its  growth  with  much  interest. 
He  was  born  October  11,  1820,  on  the  Indian  ocean,  three  days’  sail  from 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  He  was  the  son  of  Robert  H.  and  Mary  A.  (Camp¬ 
bell)  May,  the  father  a  native  of  England  and  the  mother  of  Ireland,  but  of 
Scotch  descent.  Tbe  father  and  all  of  his  brothers  were  seafaring  men,  and 
during  the  last  voyage  of  Robert  H.  May,  Sr.,  bis  son,  the  subject,  was  born. 
He  spent  the  last  part  of  his  life  farming  in  county  Wicklow,  Ireland,  but 
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he  died  in  the  prime  of  life  as  a  result  of  injuries  received  from  being 
thrown  from  a  horse.  His  family  consisted  of  three  children,  Robert  H.,  Jr.. 
John,  who  came  to  the  United  States  and  was  killed  in  the  Mexican  war,  and 
Mary,  who  married  a  British  officer  and  went  to  Australia  with  her  husband 
and  her  mother. 

Robert  H.  May,  of  this  review,  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  county 
Wicklow,  Ireland,  and  received  a  good  education  there, — in  fact  he  was 
educated  for  the  Episcopalian  priesthood,  consequently  his  text-book  training 
was  very  broad  and  complete.  When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  went  to  sea 
with  an  uncle,  serving  for  three  years  as  steward.  The  first  vessel  on  which 
he  sailed  was  caught  in  a  storm  on  the  Irish  channel  and  driven  shoreward 
and  finally  shattered  to  pieces  on  a  sand-bar,  but  all  on  board  were  saved. 
After  three  years  of  “life  on  the  ocean  wave,”  Mr.  May  made  a  trip  to 
Canada,  in  1841,  and  after  a  year  moved  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Pennsylvania, 
where,  for  a  time,  he  engaged  in  mining.  While  living  in  Mercer  county, 
that  state,  on  January  18,  1849,  married  Martha  Alcorn,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  on  October  2,  1829,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Callehan) 
Alcorn,  the  former  of  German  lineage  and  the  latter  of  Irish  ancestry,  but 
both  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  where  Mr.  Alcorn  followed  farming  through¬ 
out  his  life.  The  mother  died  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years.  Their  family  numbered  nine  children,  Mrs.  May  being  the  fifth 
in  order  of  birth.  By  her  marriage  she  became  the  mother  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  They  are:  William  H.,  born  April  21, 
1850,  lives  in  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota;  Edward  O.,  born  January  4,  1852,  lives 
in  Glendive,  Montana;  Mrs.  Elizabeth  J.  Bartholomew,  widow,  was  born 
September  6,  1853-  and  lives  in  West  Union,  Iowa.  The  above  named  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania  ;  those  born  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  are,  Mary  A.,  wife  of  John  W.  Graham,  born  September  12,  1856, 
lives  in  Fayette,  Iowa;  John  J.,  born  August  18,  1858,  lives  in  Smithfield 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa;  Martha  E.,  born  May  20,  1861,  is  the  wife 
of  Ira  Bennett  and  resides  at  Elgin,  Iowa;  Sarah  L.,  wife  of  Clinton  Am¬ 
brose,  of  Hastings,  Nebraska,  was  born  December  21,  1863;  David  D.,  born 
May  3,  1866,  rents  the  home  farm  and  lives  with  his  parents;  he  is  unmar¬ 
ried;  Mrs.  Inez  E.  Greathead  was  born  August  19,  1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
May  have  twenty  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grandchildren. 

Upon  his  arrival  in  Fayette  county  in  the  fall  of  1854,  Robert  H.  May 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  was  covered  with  brush,  this  being  his 
first  possession  of  real  estate.  He  set  to  work  and  soon  developed  a  fine 
farm  and  a  good  home,  adding  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  had  one  of  the 
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best  farms  in  the  township,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  he 
having  cleared  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  brush  and  timber.  This 
place  is  well  watered  by  three  excellent  springs  and  everything  about  the 
place  indicates  good  management  and  splendid  taste.  The  dwelling  is  sub¬ 
stantial,  comfortable  and  neatly  kept.  Mr.  May  made  what  he  had  through 
his  individual  enterprise  and  was  long  rated  as  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Illyria  township.  He  was  not  able  to  do  any  active  work  for  some  time 
prior  to  his  death,  which  occurred  on  August  27,  1910,  being  then  eighty-nine 
years  of  age ;  Ins  good  wife  is  in  her  eightieth  year.  They  lived  long  and  useful 
lives  and  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  good  will  of  everyone.  Mr.  May 
was  progressive  in  everything  to  which  he  turned  his  attention.  In  politics 
lie  was  a  Democrat,  and  he  always  kept  well  posted  on  current  topics.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Illyria  township  school  board  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
district  member  of  the  county  board,  and  as  such  he  was  always  an  advocate 
of  better  schools,  of  higher  and  better  educational  advantages,  better  paid 
and  better  educated  teachers  for  county  schools. 


WILLIAM  COLBY. 

A  man  who  has  long  been  identified  with  the  progress  and  advancement 
of  Fayette  county,  one  of  the  favored  sections  of  the  great  Hawkeye  state, 
where  he  has  maintained  his  home  for  nearly  a  half  century,  is  William  Colby, 
who  has  attained  gratifying  success  in  connection  with  the  development 
of  its  resources,  successful  in  whatever  line  of  business  he  sought  to  pursue, 
but  who  is  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  in  West  Union,  surrounded 
by  evidences  of  thrift  and  comfort  as  a  result  of  his  former  years  of  activity. 
He  was  born  October  14,  1830,  in  Oakland  county,  Michigan,  where  he  re¬ 
mained  till  eleven  years  of  age  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  In  1841  he  came  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1854  came  to 
Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  entered  government  land,  twenty 
acres  of  timber  and  eighty  acres  of  prairie  land.  On  September  13,  1863,  he 
was  married  to  Mary  Delzene,  who  was  born  May  9,  1844,  in  Missouri,  and 
whose  death  occurred  on  May  8,  1875.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  both 
dying  in  infancy.  William  Colby  taught  school  three  winters  in  Wisconsin. 
Previous  to  his  coming  to  West  Union  he  also  taught  two  years  in  Fayette 
county. 

The  father  of  William  Colby,  Samuel  Colby,  was  born  in  New  York,  the 
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son  of  Ephraim  Colby,  who  came  from  New  Hampshire  and  settled  near 
Rochester,  New  York,  the  Colby  family  having  been  early  settlers  in  Ver¬ 
mont.  Samuel  Colby  was  reared  thirteen  miles  west  of  Rochester,  New  York, 
and  there  received  his  education.  He  followed  farming  during  his  active  life 
and  spent  his  last  days  with  his  children  in  various  parts  of  the  United  States, 
and  died  in  Wisconsin.  He  was  a  Democrat  up  to  the  days  of  Buchanan, 
afterwards  a  Republican,  always  taking  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and 
he  served  as  school  trustee.  Religiously  he  was  a  Baptist.  David  Colby, 
brother  of  William,  who  lives  in  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
war  in  a  Wisconsin  regiment,  having  acted  as  guard  at  various  places.  S.  F., 
another  brother,  enlisted  in  1862  in  the  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  There  were  five  sons  and  one 
daughter  in  Samuel  Colby’s  family. 

In  about  1878  William  Colby  left  the  farm  in  Windsor  township  and 
came  to  West  Union,  Iowa.  He  was  married  a  second  time  to  Grace  Jamison 
in  September,  1881;  she  was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Jane  (Boale)  Jami¬ 
son,  who  were  born  in  Ireland  and  who  came  to  America,  first  settling  in 
Pennsylvania  and  in  1852  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Mrs.  Colby  was 
born  before  the  family  left  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Jamison  engaged  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  business  at  Auburn  when  he  first  came  to  Fayette  county,  as  a  partner 
of  Joseph  Boale.  He  later  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  One  daughter, 
Jennie  Alice,  was  born  to  Mr.  Colby  and  his  second  wife.  She  was  educated  at 
the  West  Union  high  school,  also  spent  one  year  at  the  Northwestern  Univers¬ 
ity  and  had  two  terms  in  school  at  Cedar  Falls.  She  studied  oratory  at  the 
Northwestern  University  and  became  highly  educated  and  cultured.  She 
was  first  married  in  West  Union  to  Morton  F.  Blake,  and  her  second  mar¬ 
riage  was  in  1907,  to  C.  W.  Forche,  a  druggist  of  Kellogg,  Jasper  county, 
Iowa.  Mrs.  Colby,  who  received  her  education  in  West  Union  and  Fayette, 
taught  two  terms  of  school  successfully.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Woman’s 
Missionary  Society  and  the  Temperance  and  Aid  societies  of  her  church,  be¬ 
ing  the  treasurer  of  the  temperance  organization.  She  an  earnest  and  effi¬ 
cient  worker  in  all  good  causes. 

William  Colby  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Windsor  township  for  two 
years  and  he  held  that  office  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years  in  Union 
township  while  a  resident  of  West  Union  township  and  he  proved  to  be  a 
very  efficient  and  faithful  public  servant,  his  decisions  being  fair  and  unbiased 
and  seldom  reversed  by  higher  tribunals.  He  was  a  member  of  the  county 
board  for  four  years  While  living  in  Windsor  township  and  was  secretary 
of  the  school  board  in  that  township  for  a  period  of  eleven  years,  and  he  was 
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also  township  clerk  and  held  other  offices.  In  Wisconsin  he  was  township 
collector  and  treasurer  for  two  years,  and  he  taught  school  there  during 
three  winters.  He  was  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  West  Union,  to  which 
office  he  was  elected  in  1894  and  which  he  held  for  a  period  of  four  years, 
during  which  time  many  movements  were  inaugurated  that  have  made  for 
the  permanent  good  of  the  city,  in  fact,  he  has  been  as  faithful  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  in  all  the  offices  he  has  held  as  if  he  was  looking  after  his  indi¬ 
vidual  business.  He  was  mayor  when  the  electric  lighting  plant  was  in¬ 
stalled,  also  the  town  clock. 

Mr.  Colby  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  for  a  period  of  twenty-eight  years;  his  wife  also  belongs  to  this  church. 
They  have  always  been  active  in* the  affairs  of  the  church. 

Mr.  Colby  has  been  a  director  in  the  State  Bank  of  West  Union  for  the 
past  twenty  years,  almost  since  its  organization,  and  he  has  been  one  of  the 
examiners  since  the  first  organization  of  the  same.  He  has  been  very  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  life  work,  because  he  has  been  both  honest  and  industrious, 
always  considerate  of  the  interests  of  others. 


DANIEL  G.  MATTOCKS. 

The  Mattocks  family  has  long  been  a  prominent  one  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  and  several  generations  of  this  name  have  figured  more  or  less  con¬ 
spicuously  in  the  affairs  of  the  same.  They  have  been  industrious,  law-abid¬ 
ing  and  always  willing  to  do  their  full  share  in  the  development  of  the 
communities  in  which  they  have  resided.  One  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  honored  of  the  older  members  of  this  family  was  Daniel  G.  Mattocks, 
son  of  Jacob  and  Margaret  Mattocks,  and  who  was  born  October  1,  1806,  in 
Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being  natives  of  the  same.  He 
grew  to  maturity  there  and  received  what  education  he  could  in  the  old- 
time  subscription  schools.  He  was  bound  out  at  the  age  of  five  years  until 
he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  he  knew  the  meaning  of  hard  work ;  after 
that  he  learned  the  tailor’s  trade.  When  he  reached  maturity  he  was  mar¬ 
ried,  on  April  5,  1827,  to  Elizabeth  Hays,  in  Pennsylvania,  she  having  been 
born  April  6,  1807,  in  that  state,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Charlotte  Hays. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  G.  Mattocks  began  their  married  life  in  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1846  they  came  to  Iowa,  among  the  pioneers. 
They  took  up  a  claim,  on  which  they  remained  one  year.  Then  they  returned 
to  Pennsylvania  and  remained  there  five  years,  when  they  again  came  to 
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Iowa  and  rented  a  farm.  After  living  on  the  same  one  year,  they  purchased 
a  farm  in  Illyria  township  and  became  very  comfortably  established  here, 
owning,  in  due  course  of  time,  a  very  comfortable  and  substantial  home. 

They  were  members  of  the  Methodist  church,  and,  politically,  Mr.  Mat¬ 
tocks  was  a  Republican.  He  took  an  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  community 
and  was  well  and  favorably  known  here.  His  death  occurred  on  March  7, 
1873,  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years,  five  months  and  six  days.  His  wife  sur¬ 
vived  him  ten  years,  dying  on  June  30,  1883,  when  seventy-six  years  of  age. 

The  following  data  from  the  family  record  will  be  of  value  to  those  in¬ 
terested  in  the  genealogy  of  this  household : 

Elizabeth  Mattocks  died  June  30,  1883,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years; 
Orinda  E.  was  born  February  4,  1828,  and  died  March  2,  1880;  Permilla  was 

born  October  5,  1829,  and  died  March  25,  - ;  Cordelia  was  born  August 

27,  1831 ;  Ira  Eddy  was  born  November  25,  1833,  and  died  October  22,  1866; 
Wilder  Mack  was  born  May  24,  1836,  and  died  March  7,  1899;  Aurelia,  born 
September  22,  1838,  lives  at  Wall  Lake,  Iowa;  Jason  Lee,  born  January  13, 
1841,  lives  in  Oregon  City,  Oregon;  Elmina,  born  September  25,  1843,  lives 
in  Lewiston,  Idaho;  Ross,  born  February  8,  1846,  lives  at  Jennings,  Okla¬ 
homa  ;  Wilder  M.  Mattocks  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  he  received  a  com¬ 
mon  school  education.  When  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  and  remained  in  the  same  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
was  mustered  out.  In  1865  he  was  married  to  Anna  E.  Henderson  and  they 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  later  in 
Illyria  township,  where  they  both  died.  Anna  E.  Henderson  was  born  in 
1836  and  died  October  25,  1873. 


THOMAS  GREATHEAD. 

One  of  Illyria  township's  most  progressive  agriculturists  and  highlv  hon¬ 
ored  citizens  is  Thomas  Greathead,  who  has  won  success  in  life  because  he  has 
worked  for  it  along  legitimate  lines.  He  was  born  in  April,  1865,  in  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  and  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  McGregor,  Iowa.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  E.  and  Mary  (Davis)  Greathead,  the  father  born  in  McCon- 
nelsburg,  Fulton  county,  Pennsylvania,  about  1825;  She  was  born  in  Wales 
about  1835,  having  come  to  America  with  her  parents,  who  located  near 
Elkacler,  Iowa,  where  they  lived  until  their  deaths.  Mr.  Greathead  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  left  h’s  home  in  Pennsylvania  when  a  young  man 
and  Came  to  Iowa,  working  in  the  city  of  Dubuque  for  a  time,  also  worked 
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in  Elkader,  and  it  was  there  that  he  met  and  married  Mary  Davis.  After 
this  event  he  and  his  bride  moved  to  Dubuque,  where  they  lived  a  year  or 
two,  then  returned  to  Elkader,  thence  moved  to  McGregor  and  then  he  moved 
to  Kansas,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1909.  He  had  worked  at  his 
trade  all  the  while.  His  family  consisted  of  five  children,  four  of  whom  are 
living,  namely:  Thomas,  of  this  review,  is  the  eldest;  Frances,  deceased; 
William  D.  lives  on  a  farm  in  Westfield  township,  near  Fayette;  F.  S.  lives 
at  Oelwein,  being  an  instructor  in  the  manual  training  department  of  the 
public  schools  there ;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  W.  J.  Whitson,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota.  • 

Mrs.  Greathead  has  made  her  home  with  her  son,  William  D.,  for  a 
number  of  years. 

Thomas  Greathead  was  about  fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  began  work¬ 
ing  as  a  farm  hand,  continuing  to  work  as  a  laborer  until  1888,  when  he 
came  to  Fayette  countv,  Iowa,  and  rented  a  farm  in  Illyria  township,  usually 
renting  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  He  continued  to  rent  until 
1898,  laying  by  a  competency,  then  he  purchased  eighty  acres,  forty  acres  in 
section  7  and  forty  in  section  8,  Illyria  township.  He  has  brought  his  place  up 
to  a  high  standard,  adding  some  substantial  buildings,  a  gasoline  pumping 
outfit,  and  has  built  an  addition  to  his  dwelling  and  made  many  other 
changes  that  makes  his  place  a  very  desirable  one.  He  has  a  beautiful  home, 
neatly  kept  and  which  is  presided  over  by  a  lady  known  in  her  maidenhood 
as  Inez  E.  May,  whom  Mr.  Greathead  married  on  January  11,  1894;  she  was 
horn  in  Illyria  township,  this  county,  August  19,  1868,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Robert  H.  and  Martha  (Alcorn)  May,  pioneers  of  Fayette  county  and  a 
highly  honored  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Greathead  have  no  childien.  A  sketch 
of  Mrs.  Greathead's  parents  is  to  be  found  on  another  page.  Politically, 
Mr.  Greathead  is  a  Republican,  but  is  not  interested  in  politics  to  any  great 
extent.  He  is  a  man  who  is  well  thought  of  by  his  neighbors,  having  always 
led  a  quiet,  honorable  life  and  tended  strictly  to  his  own  affairs. 


FREDERICK  WILLIAM  SCHNEIDER. 

Enjoying  distinctive  prestige  among  the  enterprising  business  men 
of  West  Union  is  Frederick  William  Schneider,  and  as  a  neighbor  and  citi¬ 
zen  he  is  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  him.  He  has  earned  the  right 
to  be  called  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  Fayette  county,  having  fought 
his  way  onward  and  upward  to  a  prominent  position  in  commercial  ciicles. 
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being  the  manager  of  a  large  drug  store,  and  in  every  relation  of  life  his 
voice  and  influence  are  on  the  side  of  right  as  he  sees  and  understands  the 
right. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  born  in  West  Union,  November  15,  1876,  the  son 
of  Frederick  and  -  (Ehrhardt)  Schneider,  the  father  a  native  of  Al¬ 

sace-Lorraine,  a  province  of  Germany,  and  the  mother  is  also  a  native  of 
Germany.  The  locality  of  which  the  father  was  native  was  formerly  a  part 
of  France  and  he  served  in  the  French  army  during  the  Franco-Prussian 
war.  Ffe  is  a  tailor  by  occupation. 

Frederick  W.  Schneider  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
Union  and  Elkader,  also  at  Cresco  and  Decorah.  Deciding  to  become  a 
pharmacist,  he  entered  the  Highland  Park  College  and  received  full  in¬ 
structions  in  this  line.  He  served  eight  years  as  a  druggist  under  the  tuition 
of  the  late  A.  K.  White  and  others,  prior  to  taking  his  professional  course. 
He  has  been  in  the  same  store  for  a  period  of  eighteen  years,  and  has  been 
proprietor  of  the  same  since  1903,  and  has  been  sole  manager  of  the  same 
since  January,  1908.  This  is  an  old  and  well  established  store,  having  been 
operated  during  the  past  many  decades  by  some  of  the  best  drug  men  of 
their  day  and  generation.  The  prestige  of  this  store  is  such  that  a  very  sat¬ 
isfactory  trade  has  been  carried  on  here  for  many  years.  Mr.  Schneider  car¬ 
ries  at  all  seasons  a  large  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  pure  drugs,  books, 
toilet  articles,  paper,  paints,  and,  in  fact,  everything  found  in  a  modern  drug 
store.  He  has  stock  in  the  American  Druggists’  Syndicate  and  the  Aseptic 
Products  Company,  also  in  the  Sanitol  Chemical  Laboratory  Company,  be¬ 
ing  the  accredited  local  agent  of  all  these.  He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the 
Rexall  Company  and  is  the  accredited  local  agent  for  the  famous  Rexall 
remedies.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Fayette  County  Savings  Bank,  and 
both  a  stockholder  and  director  in  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank.  He 
has  been  very  successful  as  a  business  man  and  is  deserving  of  a  great  deal 
of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  has  acquired 
his  large  success  unaided  and  by  overcoming  numerous  obstacles. 

Mr.  Schneider  was  married  on  June  15,  1903,  to  Grace  Hoyt,  daughter 
of  H.  B.  and  Hattie  A.  (Booth)  Hoyt,  a  prominent  West  Union  family. 
(See  sketch  of  F.  E.  Hoyt,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this  work.)  No  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union.  Politically,  Mr.  Schneider  is  a  Republican, 
but  he  is  independent  in  local  affairs  and  is  no  politician,  having  never  aspired 
to  public  office.  While  he  belongs  to  no  church,  he  is  a  Presbyterian  in  sen¬ 
timent.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons  ;  Unity  Chapter  No.  47,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
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at  Elgin,  Iowa;  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar;  Elkadir 
Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine,  at  Cedar 
Rapids;  also  the  West  Union  Chapter  No.  no,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star, 
of  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America,  the  Homesteaders,  the  West  Union  Commercial  Club.  He 
belongs  to  the  Iowa  Pharmaceutical  Association  and  the  National  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Retail  Druggists  and  the  Pure  Drug  Association  of  America.  In 
all  these  he  takes  an  abiding  interest  and  is  well  known  and  influential  in 
many  of  them. 


FRANK  K.  WHITE. 

Descended  from  pioneers  and  soldiers,  men  of  bravery  and  fortitude, 
tried  in  those  crucial  testing  places,  where  man’s  real  self  is  revealed,  in  the 
heat  of  battle  or  the  solitude  of  frontier  life,  this  man  must  needs  be  proud 
of  his  birth.  In  his  position  as  justice  of  the  peace,  he  finds  an  opportunity 
to  exercise  much  wisdom  in  a  variety  of  situations,  for  his  duties  range  from 
that  of  tying  the  knot  of  marriage  for  a  pair  of  blushing  loveis,  to  those  of 
advising  angry  disputants  to  settle  their  differences  without  the  law’s  aid, 
or  if  this  they  will  not  do,  settling  the  case  in  his  judicial  capacity  by  the  ap¬ 
plication  of  his  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  law.  His  position  is  unique 
and  important. 

Frank  K.  White  was  born  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  July  8,  1846, 
the  son  of  Vacher  T.  and  Sarah  A.  (Fickey)  White,  both  natives  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  and  married  at  Washington,  in  that  state.  His  maternal  grandfather 
gave  his  property  to  assist  widows  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812  and  died 
en  route  to  or  from  France  to  help  settle  government  affairs  after  the  war  of 
1812.  His  parents  came  in  1845  t0  Monroe,  Wisconsin,  by  water  and  wagon. 
His  father  took  up  a  farm  there  and  established  a  pioneer  blacksmith  shop. 
In  1848  he  moved  to  Magnolia,  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  and  there  set  up 
another  shop.  In  1855  they  moved  to  Jacksonville,  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa, 
being  the  second  family  to  settle  there,  and  there  Mr.  White  rented  a  shop 
and  worked  in  it  that  winter.  In  1856  he  went  to  a  farm  nearby  and  theie 
conducted  a  shop.  In  1867  he  removed  to  Hamilton  county  and  continued 
his  trade  there.  Here  his  wife  died  and  he  remarried  and  later  went  to 
Kansas,  where  he  died.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  chilchen  and  had  two  sons 
in  the  Civil  war,  E.  C.,  in  Company  I,  Ninth  Iowa  \  olunteei  Infantry,  and 
Zachariah,  in  the  Sixteenth  Iowa,  killed  in  the  Stone  River  chaige  at  Mui- 
freesboro,  the  first  victim  of  the  war  from  their  township.  During  the  war 
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the  White  home  was  a  general  stopping  place  for  soldiers  and  others  and 
Mrs.  White  dressed  many  wounds  for  the  boys. 

F.  K.  White  is  self  educated  save  for  a  limited  schooling  in  Magnolia, 
Wisconsin.  He  farmed  with  his  father  for  a  time,  then  became  a  merchant, 
and  later  took  up  the  insurance  business,  in  which  he  is  still  interested.  He 
came  to  Clermont  in  1889,  and  has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  eighteen 
years,  giving  general  satisfaction.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
fifty  acres  near  Clermont,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  Luana. 
In  the  town  he  finds  opportunity  to  raise  some  fine  specimens  of  Poland- 
China  hogs. 

On  September  4,  1870,  Mr.  White  married  Mary  Shepherd,  and  three 
children  were  born  to  them  :  J.  E.,  an  electrician  of  Chicago;  Guy  C.,  an  attor¬ 
ney  of  San  Diego,  California;  and  Pearl,  who  died  in  February,  1899.  On 
November  17,  1889,  Mr.  White  married  Mary  Frisbee,  and  they  have  five 
children :  Harry  B.,  Ruth  E.,  Laura  R.,  Ora  R.  and  Margaret  F.  Mrs. 
White’s  father,  H.  B.  Frisbee,  was  a  pioneer  of  the  county,  the  founder  of 
the  express  line  between  West  Union  and  Clermont,  later  extended  to  Mc¬ 
Gregor.  He  came  from  New  York  to  Clayton  county  in  1857,  moved  to 
Clermont  in  1866,  and  lived  there  until  bis  death.  He  conducted  large  land 
holdings  in  various  parts  of  the  state. 

Mr.  White  is  a  Mason,  a  Mystic  Toiler,  and  a  Democrat.  He  is  one  of 
Clermont’s  worthiest  citizens. 


GEORGE  J.  KOEHLER. 

In  writing  of  the  well  known  citizens  of  Windsor  township,  Fayette 
county,  the  name  of  George  J.  Koehler  should  not  be  overlooked.  He  was 
born  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now  resides,  on  October  2,  1859,  the  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Catherine  (Reithel)  Koehler,  the  former  born  in  Bavaria, 
February  16,  1823,  the  mother  also  coming  from  the  same  province  of  Ger¬ 
many,  where  her  birth  occurred  on  January  8,  1832.  They  came  to  America 
when  young  and  were  married  in  Kendall  county,  Illinois,  in  1849,  having 
resided  in  that  state  about  three  years.  They  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
in  1855  and  entered,  from  the  government,  the  farm  on  which  George  J. 
Koehler  lives,  the  place  consisting  at  first  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-five 
acres.  The  parents  'were  honest  and  hard  working  and  they  were  the  first 
members  of  the  local  Zion  Lutheran  church.  But  one  member  of  the  Reithel 
family,  John,  is  now  living.  Nicholas  Koehler  was  a  Republican  politically 
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and  he  held  some  of  the  township  offices,  including  school  director.  He  was  a 
good  and  honest  man,  and  when  his  death  occurred,  in  1897,  he  was  greatly 
missed.  He  had  been  preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife,  who  died  when 
thirty-nine  years  of  age. 

When  George  J.  Koehler  was  about  ten  years  of  age  his  mother  died  and 
he  and  a  sister,  then  twelve  years  old,  reared  the  family,  the  sister  becoming 
housekeeper.  Late  in  life  their  father,  Nicholas  Koehler,  married  again, 
his  second  wife  being  Mrs.  Margaret  Slagle,  who  is  now  living  in  Hawkeye. 
His  last  years  were  spent  with  his  youngest  daughter.  Nicholas  Koehler's 
family  consisted  of  four  children,  namely:  Charlotte,  wife  of  Conrad  Daum, 
of  Albert  Lea,  Minnesota;  George  J.,  of  this  review;  Annie,  who  married 
Charley  Bruehler,  of  Hawkeye;  Lizzie  married  Mr.  Gyer,  living  in  Bethel 
township. 

Nicholas  Koehler  had  nothing  when  he  came  to  Bethel  township.  He 
erected  a  slab  shanty  and  hired  out  to  his  neighbors  in  order  to  get  a  start, 
and  by  working  hard  and  saving  his  money  he  was  soon  well  established.  He 
had  been  a  weaver  in  the  old  country. 

George  W.  Koehler  has  always  lived  on  the  home  farm,  having  taken 
charge  of  the  same  years  before  his  father’s  death  and  finally  bought  it  from 
his  father.  He  has  continued  to  improve  and  repair  it  until  it  is  now  in  good 
condition  and  he  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  very  success¬ 
fully.  He  has  a  substantial  dwelling  and  outbuildings,  surrounded  by  an  in¬ 
viting  grove,  most  of  which  was  set  out  by  himself  when  a  lad. 

Mr.  Koehler  was  married  on  November  11,  1880,  to  Johanna  Krueger,  a 
native  of  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children,  namely:  Albert  J.,  who  married  Edith  L.  Gray,  is 
farming  in  Smithfield  township ;  Edwin  H.  and  Lula  L.  are  living  at  home. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Koehler  are  members  of  the  Zion  Lutheran  church, 
Mr.  Koehler  being  the  second  deacon  and  is  also  serving  as  secretary  of  the 
church.  They  are  both  active  in  church  affairs  and  liberal  supporters  of  the 
local  congregation. 


ABRAHAM  L.  EVANS. 

The  life  of  Abraham  L.  Evans,  well  known  farmer  of  Smithfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  has  been  an  earnest  one,  fraught  with  much  that  tends 
to  benefit  bis  kind,  and  his  career  in  the  humble  sphere  of  private  citizenship 
has  added  to  the  character  and  stability  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives. 
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His  conduct  among  his  fellow  men  has  ever  been  above  criticism,  for  he  has 
always  aimed  to  keep  his  name  and  reputation  unspotted,  as  did  his  fore¬ 
fathers. 

Mr.  Evans  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  February  11,  1864,  but 
the  major  part  of  his  life  has  been  spent  in  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county, 
where  he  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  in  Upper  Iowa 
University  at  Fayette,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1890, 
having  made  a  splendid  record  there  for  scholarship.  He  is  the  son  of  Elias 
and  Julia  Evans,  the  father  a  native  of  England,  from  which  country  he 
came  to  America  about  1852  and  located  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where 
he  bought  a  farm  of  the  government  and  made  his  home,  until  his  death,  on 
the  place  which  he  developed  into  a  very  valuable  farm  and  established  a 
comfortable  home.  His  death  occurred  about  1866,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  1876.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  Abraham  L., 
of  this  review,  was  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth.  When  he  was  three  years 
of  age  he  was  taken  to  raise  by  L.  D.  Talcott,  a  friend  of  the  Evans  family, 
living  in  Harlan  township,  this  county,  and  he  made  his  home  with  his  bene¬ 
factor  until  he  reached  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  consequently  he  never 
learned  very  much  concerning  his  parents  or  their  family.  Young  Evans 
worked  on  the  farm  of  Mr.  Talcott  during  the  summer  months  and  attended 
school  in  the  winter  time.  About  1885  he  began  teaching,  attending  school 
the  following  term,  thus  alternating  for  some  time  until  his  graduation  in 
1890.  In  1891  he  was  principal  of  the  schools  at  Henderson,  Nebraska, 
and  from  1892  to  1895,  inclusive,  he  was  principal  of  the  school  at  Maynard, 
this  county.  He  was  very  successful  as  a  teacher,  being  well  equipped  from 
a  text-book  standpoint  and  was  naturally  endowed  for  this  work,  being  both 
an  entertainer  and  an  instructor  in  the  school-room,  so  that  he  won  hearty 
commendation  in  his  work  both  by  pupil  and  patron.  His  services  as  principal 
were  of  especial  value,  he  being  a  good  organizer  and  master  of  details, 
so  that  his  services  were  in  great  demand,  and  had  he  desired  to  continue 
in  this  line  of  endeavor  he  would  doubtless  have  become  one  of  the  leading 
educators  of  upper  Iowa ;  but,  tiring  of  the  school-room,  he  sought  the  more 
independent  and  withal  desirable  life  of  the  husbandman,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1895  bought  a  valuable  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  18, 
Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county.  Prospering  by  reason  of  close  applica¬ 
tion  to  his  individual  affairs  and  being  a  good  manager,  he  in  time  added 
eighty  acres  to  his  original  purchase,  and  he  has  continued  to  devote  his  at¬ 
tention  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  its  various  phases  since  that  time,  and  the 
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neat  and  thrifty  condition  of  his  farm  will  readily  attest  that  his  labors  have 
been  abundantly  crowned  with  success.  He  has  some  good  livestock,  and 
his  home  is  a  pleasant  one.  He  takes  an  active  part  in  the  business  life  of  his 
home  town,  being  a  leading  stockholder  and  director  of  the  Maynard  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank. 

Politically,  Mr.  Evans  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  held  a  number  of 
minor  offices  in  his  township,  being  township  trustee  at  present.  He  takes 
an  abiding  interest  in  local  affairs  and  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  furthering 
anything  calculated  to  be  for  the  general  good.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  Mason, 
holding  membership  in  Lodge  No.  510  at  Maynard,  and,  together  with  his 
wife,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star,  Chapter  No.  103,  of  Maynard. 
Mr.  Evans,  his  wife  and  children  are  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  the  local  congregation. 

On  June  1,  1893,  Mr.  Evans  was  united  in  mariage  with  Lillie  M. 
Beckner,  who  was  born  in  Smithfield  township,  this  county,  on  April  2,  1872, 
the  daughter  of  Frank  and  Mary  (Metcalf)  Beckner,  a  highly  honored 
family  of  this  locality.  Mr.  Beckner  was  born  in  LaPorte,  Indiana,  Novem¬ 
ber,  1842,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  April,  1843. 
Mr.  Beckner  came  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  when  young. 
I  he  parents  of  Mary  Metcalf  located  in  Minnesota  when  they  came  West 
and  there  she  married  Mr.  Beckner,  about  four  years  later  moving  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  section  18,  Smithfield  township,  where  they 
lived  until  1906  when  they  moved  to  Maynard  where  they  still  reside.  Mrs. 
Evans  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Smithfield  township,  afterwards 
attending  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  where  she  graduated  in  music  in  1891. 
She  is  a  pleasant  lady  and  highly  accomplished.  She  is  an  artist  of  merit 
and  her  home  is  beautifully  decorated  with  a  number  of  her  paintings. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  five  children  have  been  born,  named  as  follows : 
Carleton  F.,  born  July  8,  1894;  Ruth  M.,  born  October  2,  1896;  Frank  R., 
born  December  1,  1898;  Viola  F.,  born  August  20,  1906,  died  January  2, 
1908;  Robert  L.,  born  February  4,  1908. 


BENJAMIN  SHEPHARD  BEMIS. 

It  is  eminently  proper  that  attention  be  called  to  the  achievements  of 
Benjamin  Shephard  Bemis,  one  of  Windsor  township’s  most  successful 
agriculturists,  and  that  due  credit  be  accorded  to  his  worth  as  an  enterprising 
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citizen.  He  was  born  at  Windham,  Vermont,  April  12,  1861,  the  son  of 
Shephard  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Lewis)  Bemis,  both  natives  of  Vermont, 
each,  like  the  families  from  which  they  came,  being  sterling  New  Englanders. 
Their  son,  Benjamin  Shephard,  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  when  nineteen 
years  of  age,  desiring  to  get  away  from  a  rough,  rocky  country,  he  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  near  West  Union.  He  worked  for  George 
Blent  for  a  period  of  six  years,  saved  his  money  and  was  enabled  to  buy  the 
faim  which  he  now  owns,  paying  only  nine  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre 
for  land  which  is  now  worth  a  handsome  figure;  this  land  was  formerly 
owned  by  his  employer.  His  farm  consists  of  two  hundred  acres  and  lies  two 
miles  southeast  of  Hawkeye.  He  rented  his  land  out  and  on  September  23, 
1888,  he  moved  to  the  place,  which  he  has  since  occupied  continuously,  pay¬ 
ing  fifty  dollars  per  acre  for  the  last  forty  acres  he  purchased.  His  farm  is 
intersected  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  two  miles  south¬ 
east  of  Hawkeye.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  locality  and  very 
successfully  carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying,  also  devotes  consider¬ 
able  attention  to  cattle  feeding,  two  or  three  car  loads  of  cattle  at  a  time, 
buying  large  numbers  of  cattle  to  feed  or  sell  at  a  time.  He  breeds  some  ex¬ 
cellent  stock,  most  of  which  is  high  grade  in  every  respect,  and,  well  under¬ 
standing  the  ‘  ins  and  outs’  of  the  stock  business,  he  is  well  repaid  for  his 
efforts  in  this  direction.  He  has  always  been  very  successful  as  a  general 
farmer  and  stockman. 

Mr.  Bemis  has  erected  an  attractive  and  commodious  dwelling,  recently 
completed,  which  is  inviting  and  nicely  furnished.  He  also  has  a  substantial 
bank-barn,  located  on  a  fine  knoll  from  which  an  excellent  view  of  the  coun¬ 
try  may  be  had.  Everything  about  his  place  indicates  good  management  and 
good  taste. 

Mr.  Bemis  is  a  Republican  politically,  bue  he  does  not  find  time  to  de¬ 
vote  any  special  attention  to  political  matters,  though  he  is  deeply  interested 
m  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  general  interests  of  his  county  and  state, 
whether  political  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Bemis  was  married  on  September  23,  1888,  in  Westfield  township, 
this  county,  to  Jane  Smith,  daughter  of  Chauncy  and  Susan  (Bishop)  Smith, 
the  fathei  of  Vermont  and  the  mother  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  a  hig'hly 
lespected  and  influential  family,  who  came  to  Fayette  county,  locating  in 
Westfield  township  before  the  Civil  war,  and  they  both  lived  here  the  rest  of 
their  lives.  Mrs.  Jane  Bemis  was  born  in  Westfield  township  and  there  grew 
to  maturity. 

Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bemis,  namely :  Luella, 
living  at  home,  attended  the  Hawkeye  high  school;  Arthur  C.  attended  the 
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business  college  at  Austin,  Minnesota,  and  is  now  living  at  home;  the  other 
children  who  form  members  of  the  family  circle  are  Edith  Maud,  Homer 
Benjamin  and  Viola. 

Mr.  Bemis  enjoys  hunting  and  he  is  also  a  devotee  of  the  rod,  being  both 
a  successful  huntsman  and  fisherman.  He  has  made  several  trips  to  Lake 
Itaska,  Minnesota,  where  much  wild  game  is  to  be  found  and  where  he 
never  fails  to  get  his  full  share  of  the  game,  deer,  ducks,  etc.  He  has  many 
fine  trophies  of  the  chase  to  show  for  his  skill  as  a  marksman.  He  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Hawkeye  Creamery,  the  success  of  which  is  due  not  a 
little  to  his  judicious  counsel.  He  has  visited  his  old  home  in  Vermont  two 
or  three  times  since  coming  here.  His  brother,  Charles,  also  came  to 
Windsor  township  two  years  after  Benjamin  S.  located  here,  but  he  is  now 
living  in  California,  having  lived  here  ten  years.  Several  young  men  have 
come  from  Vermont  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  as  a  result  of  the  successful 
venture  of  Mr.  Bemis  and  they  have  all  become  well-to-do  and  prominent 
citizens.  Personally,  Mr.  Bemis  is  a  very  likable  man,  being  jovial,  kind- 
hearted  and  straightforward  in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 


JOSEPH  SCALLAN. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  Ireland  is  one  of  the  smallest  countries 
of  Europe,  it  has  sent  more  people  to  the  United  States  perhaps  than  any 
other  nation  of  the  Eastern  continent  with  the  possible  exception  of  Germany. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  beautiful  and  historic  isle,  appreciating  the  blessings  of 
libertv,  of  which  they  have  been  so  long  deprived,  have  not  been  slow  in  rec¬ 
ognizing  the  possibilities  that  opened  out  in  splendid  perspective  for  all  who 
ventured  across  the  Atlantic  and  settled  down  to  the  pursuit  of  a  competence 
under  the  influence  of  institutions  that  make  for  man’s  greatest  happiness 
and  success.  -  They  have  here  become  among  the  most  intelligent,  patriotic, 
industrious  and  upright  of  our  great  cosmopolitan  population  and  are  to  be 
found  in  every  line  of  industry,  also  as  leaders  of  thought  and  moulders  of 
opinion  in  those  avenues  of  life  upon  which  depend  the  safety  and  welfare 
of  the  republic.  Among  the  leading  representatives  of  this  sturdy  nationality 
in  Favette  county,  Iowa,  was  Joseph  Seallan,  a  man  of  sterling  worth  who 
came  to  this  part  of  Iowa  when  the  country  was  new  and  filled  well  the  meas¬ 
ure  of  his  duties  and  responsibilities  during-  the  pioneer  period  and  left  the 
impress  of  his  individuality  deeply  stamped  upon  the  community  which  he 
helped  to  found  and  in  Which  so  many  years  of  his  life  were  spent. 


MRS.  ANN  SCALLAN. 


JOSEPH  SCALLAN 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1021 


Mr.  Scallan  was  born  in  county  Wexford,  Ireland,  about  1820  and  when 
a  young  lad  he  ran  away  from  home  to  go  to  sea  and,  making  his  way  to 
Liverpool,  secured  a  place  on  the  “Agitator,”  a  sailing  vessel  from  Belfast 
which  had  for  a  figure-head  the  carved  image  of  Daniel  O’Connell,  the  great 
Irish  orator  and  statesman.  At  that  time  the  boy  was  ignorant  of  the  ship's 
destination  and  only  learned  it  on  meeting  another  vessel  whose  captain’s 
hail  was  answered  with  the  information  that  the  vessel  was  the  “Agitator” 
bound  for  Charleston,  Prince  Edward  Island,  on  the  coast  of  British  America. 
Arriving  at  that  port,  young  Scallan  was  more  anxious  to  remain  on  shore 
than  to  spend  his  life  before  the  mast,  accordingly  he  took  advantage  of  an 
opportunity  to  escape,  in  due  time  succeeded  in  reaching  the  town  of  Chatham, 
where  he  settled  down  to  learn  the  trade  of  shoemaking.  After  spending 
two  years  at  that  place  and  becoming  a  proficient  workman,  he  went  to 
Quebec,  where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some  time,  going  thence  to  Rochester, 
New  York,  where  he  also  operated  a  shop  with  gratifying  success. 

Y\  hile  at  the  latter  city  Mr.  Scallan  sent  money  to  Ireland  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  his  brother  James  and  sisters  Mary  and  Sarah  to  America,  also 
a  brother-in-law  by  the  name  of  Buldger,  all  of  whom  arrived  in  due  time,  the 
brother  and  sisters  marrying  shortly  thereafter  and  establishing  themselves 
in  Rochester.  About  that  time  Mr.  Scallan  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance, 
choosing  for  his  wife  and  helpmeet  Ann  Murray,  who  came  to  America  the 
same  year  as  himself.  By  reading  various  papers  Mr.  Scallan  learned  of  the 
opportunities  in  the  West  for  the  men  of  moderate  means  and  after  perusing 
an  article  by  Bishop  Toris  of  Dubuque  in  the  Boston  Pilot  describing  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  Iowa,  as  a  place  for  securing  cheap  lands,  he  decided  to  seek 
bis  fortunes  in  the  latter  state.  Accordingly,  he  wound  up  his  business  in 
Rochester  and  shortly  thereafter  started  on  his  journey  to  the  West  with 
Fayette  county  as  his  objective  point.  Arriving  at  his  destination,  he  found 
certain  of  his  countrymen  living  at  various  places  throughout  the  county, 
among  whom  were  two  gentlemen  by  the  name  of  Brennan,  known  in  the 
neighborhood  as  “King”  and  “Pope”  Brennan,  who  were  among  the  first 
permanent  settlers,  the  former  locating  about  one  and  a  half  miles  west  of 
the  site  of  Waucoma,  the  latter  entering  land  across  the  line  in  the  county 
of  Winneshiek.  Mr.  Scallan  was  directed  to  “King”  Brennan  as  the  man  best 
calculated  to  give  him  information  regarding  the  country,  and  his  confidence 
in  that  gentleman  was  by  no  means  misplaced,  for  in  due  time  he  was  directed 
where  to  find  the  best  and  most  desirable  lands  and  otherwise  assisted  to  settle 
and  get  a  start.  “King”  Brennan  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  excellent 
judgment  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  early  settlement  of  this  part  of  the 
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state  and  the  development  of  its  resources.  He  had  sons,  John,  Owen,  Philip, 
Lai  ly  and  I  homas  K.,  all  of  whom  became  men  of  prominence  and  influence 
in  the  community,  the  last  named  being  the  present  owner  of  the  original 
Brennan  homestead.  There  were  also  three  daughters,  Mary  Ann,  who 
married  a  Mr.  Finnigan;  Bridget,  the  wife  of  James  Shekelbor,  and  Ann, 
who  married  Patrick  Lyons,  these  sons-in-law  locating  farms  at  no  great  dis¬ 
tance  from  each  other  and  becoming  substantial  citizens  of  their  respective 
communities.  There  were  several  of  the  Brennan  brothers  who  settled  in 
hayette  county,  also  Michael  and  Patrick  Kieron,  the  latter  locating  in 
what  is  now  Eden  township,  being  the  second  only  to  the  Brennans  in  this 
part  of  the  county.  To  Mr.  Scallan  belongs  the  credit  of  being  the  third  per¬ 
manent  settler  of  Eden  township,  and  a  little  later  he  was  joined  by  the 
Heathertons,  Thomas,  William  and  Luke,  the  first  named  still  living  on  the 
old  place,  which  was  purchased  from  the  government.  In  1853  Mr.  Scallan 
secured  his  land  and  at  once  began  improving  the  same.  His  first  home  was 
a  rude  shanty,  which,  ere  completed,  let  water  through  the  roof  like  a  sieve 
until  there  was  not  a  dry  spot  in  the  room  where  the  family  took  shelter, 
but  later  it  answered  fairly  well  the  purpose  for  which  intended  until  replaced 
by  the  present  substantial  stone  edifice.  At  odd  times  during  the  development 
of  his  farm  Mr.  Scallan  worked  at  his  trade,  but  the  rain  ruining  what  leather 
he  had  oii  hand  interfered  very  materially  with  the  business,  as  he  had  no 
money  with  which  to  replenish  the  stock,  having  loaned  all  of  his  available 
means  to  certain  friends  who  failed  to  meet  their  obligations  when  due.-  Dur¬ 
ing  the  first  few  years  his  experiences  were  trying  indeed,  losing  in  addition 
to  the  money  referred  to  considerable  of  his  grain  and  hay,  so  that  at  one 
time  he  had  not  sufficient  feed  for  the  single  cow  upon  which  the  family 
depended  for  milk  and  butter.  In  due  time,  however,  matters  improved  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  he  had  his  farm  in  excellent  condition  and  well 
stocked. 

Mr.  Scallan  was  among  the  first  farmers  in  Fayette  county  to  use  reap¬ 
ing  machines  in  the  cutting  of  grain,  his  first  reaper  being  operated  by  an 
ox-team.  With  the  passing  years  he  purchased  other  machinery  and  imple¬ 
ments,  always  kept  pace  with  the  times  in  the  matter  of  improvement  and 
his  labors  were  finally  rewarded  with  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  his  section  of  the 
country,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ample  competence  which  he  laid  up  to  insure 
a  prosperous  and  comfortable  old  age.  During  the  late  Civil  war  he  was  a 
firm  and  uncompromising  Union  man  and  at  the  close  of  the  war  became  a 
stanch  Republican,  which  party  he  ever  afterwards  supported  and  to  the 
success  of  which  he  rendered  worthv  service. 
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J\Ii .  Scallan  was  born  a  Catholic  and  throughout  a  long'  life  remained 
loyal  to  the  Holy  Mother  church,  and  brought  up  his  family  under  the  teach¬ 
ings  and  influence  of  the  same.  He  was  among  the  early  members  of  the 
St.  Rose  pai  ish  and  contributed  liberally  to  the  erection  of  the  present  house 
of  worship,  besides  assisting  the  society  in  many  other  ways,  always  proving 
one  of  its  most  earnest  and  devout  communicants.  All  enterprises  for  the 
benefit  of  the  community  found  in  him  a  zealous  and  liberal  advocate  and  his 
bene\  olence  and  hospitality  were  such  that  no  worthy  person  or  project  ever 
appealed  to  him  in  vain  and  he  was  never  known  to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the 
needy  01  disti  essed.  In  all  of  his  relations  with  his  neighbors  and  fellow 
citizens  he  was  actuated  by  the  purest  motives,  his  word  was  as  sacred  as 
his  bond,  and  he  measuied  up  to  a  high  standard  of  excellence,  which  won  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact  and  made  him 
one  of  the  notable  men  of  his  day  and  generation  in  the  township  of  his  resi¬ 
dence.  The  death  of  this  good  man  occurred  on  March  7,  1910. 

Ann  Murray,  who,  on  June  20,  1853,  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Scallan, 
was  born  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  spent  her  girlhood  days  in  her  native 
land.  When  about  twenty  years  old  she  emigrated  to  America,  going  direct 
to  Quebec,  Canada,  removing  thence  to  Kingston,  where  she  spent  the  three 
ensuing  years.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  indicated  she  went  to  Roches¬ 
ter,  New  York,  where  her  marriage  took  place,  as  already  stated.  In  Decem¬ 
ber,  1854,  she  accompanied  her  husband  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  they  lived 
until  their  removal  to  Fayette  county  the  following  spring.  She  shared  with 
Mi .  Scallan  the  vicissitudes  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  nobly  assisted  him 
m  his  efforts  to  establish  a  home  and  acquire  a  competency  and  to  her  judi¬ 
cious  counsel  and  advice  not  a  little  of  his  success  was  due.  For  fifty-two  years 
this  estimable  couple  trod  life’s  pathway  hand  in  hand,  ever  willing  to  help 
each  other  and  doing  all  within  their  power  to  promote  their  mutual  inter¬ 
ests  and  provide  comfortably  for  those  dependent  upon  them.  Their  golden 
wedding  anniversary  was  celebrated  on  June  20,  1903.  A  long  and  beautiful 
life  ceased  when  her  spirit  returned  to  its  Maker,  which  sad  event  occurred  at 
hei  home,  one  mile  west  of  Waucoma,  on  Friday  morning,  September  20, 
190/-  Thus  passed  from  the  community,  where  she  had  been  so  long-  and  so 
favorably  known,  a  loving  wife,  a  devoted  mother,  a  generous  neighbor,  ever 
ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  to  those  in  need.  A  true  friend,  her  friendship 
was  real,  serviceable,  unostentatious  and  in  the  largest  sense  helpful.  Pa¬ 
tience  and  cheerfulness  like  golden  threads  run  through  her  life,  and,  ever 
trusting  in  God  for  light  and  guidance,  for  courage  and  comfort,  her  influence 
like  heaven  s  benediction  made  better  all  with  whom  she  was  wont  to  mingle. 
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Mrs.  Scallan  was  a  devout  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  dur¬ 
ing  her  life  and  in  her  dying  hour,  fortified  by  its  rites  and  at  peace  with  her 
God  and  the  world,  she  gently  breathed  forth  her  spirit  to  her  Maker,  leav¬ 
ing  to  mourn  her  loss  an  aged  husband,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely : 
James  and  Elizabeth,  of  Waucoma,  Joseph,  of  West  Union,  and  Thomas,  of 
Cincinnati,  Ohio. 


JOHN  F.  UNGERER. 

One  of  the  successful  farmers  of  Windsor  township,  who,  although 
born  under  a  foreign  flag,  has  the  interests  of  Fayette  county  at  heart  as 
much  as  if  he  were  native  of  the  same,  is  John  F.  Ungerer,  who  was  born 
in  Ontario,  Canada,  March  14,  1859,  and  when  a  little  over  one  year  old  his 
parents  brought  him  to  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  His  parents 
were  Michael  and  Elizabeth  (Hipner)  Ungerer,  natives  of  Wittenberg,  Ger¬ 
many.  The  father  later  married  Christina  Friedmann,  and  during  our 
great  civil  conflict  he  showed  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Capt.  L.  L.  Ains¬ 
worth’s  company  and  fought  against  the  Sioux  Indians  in  the  Dakotas. 
Shortly  afterwards  he  settled  at  Independence,  Iowa,  as  a  baker  and  he  con¬ 
tinued  successfully  in  business  at  that  place  until  he  retired.  He  was  an 
honest  and  industrious  man  who  had  numerous  friends  wherever  he  was 
known.  He  had  two  sons,  John  F.,  of  this  review,  and  Henry  George,  an 
adopted  son.  The  latter  is  living  north  of  West  Union  and  J.  F.  is  still 
living  in  Windsor  to.wnship,  Fayette  county. 

John  F.  Ungerer  was  three  years  old  when  his  mother  died  and  he  was 
taken  by  Adam  Reisner,  living  north  of  West  Union,  and  he  remained  with 
him  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age,  assisting  with  the  work  on  the 
farm  when  he  became  of  proper  age  and  attending  the  district  schools  during 
the  winter  months.  When  he  reached  his  majority  he  worked  out  at  farm 
work  for  a  period  of  two  years. 

On  April  12,  1883,  Mr.  Ungerer  married  Lena  Schlatter,  for  a  full  his¬ 
tory  of  whose  family  the  reader  is  directed  to  the  sketch  of  her  father, 
Tacob  Schlatter,  appearing  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Ungerer  settled  on  his  present  farm  of  eight  acres  in  Windsor  town¬ 
ship,  having  gone  in  debt  for  the  same,  but  being  a  hard  worker  he  soon  had 
it  paid  for.  The  land  was  unimproved  and  the  few  buildings  on  the  place 
were  mere  makeshifts;  however,  they  have  given  way  under  the  prosperity 
that  has  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Ungerer  until  comfortable  and  sub- 
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stantial  ones  are  now  to  be  seen  there.  He  later  added  another  eighty  acres 
having  paid  twenty-five  dollars  per  acre  for  both  tracts,  and  he  now  has  a 
ne  farm  and  a  good  home,  all  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts  along  legitimate 
■lies.  About  the  place  are  to  be  seen  fine  groves  of  trees.  Mr.  5„ger 
handles  some  high  grade  livestock  from  year  to  year.  He  milks  twelve  or 

tin,  teen  cows,  and  he  is  a  stockholder  in  the  local  creamery,  having  been  a 
director  m  the  same  for  three  years. 

Tweh-e  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ungerer,  ten  of  whom 
aie  living,  namely :  Henry,  living  in  Center  township,  married  Anna  Be-alski  • 
Rena  married  William  Fritz,  living  in  Bethel  township;  Lizzie  ^ed 
onaKl  Schlatter,  of  Bethel  township;  William  and  Mary  are  both  living 

o'™1!:  AAat^11dleAd  When  eleven  years  of  age  and  Ida  died  in  infancy; 
Saiah,  Emma,  Ella,  Albert,  Leroy  and  Freddie. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ungerer  is  a  Republican,  and  he  was  township  trustee 
*  Pe"od  o£  three  V*™-  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  county  convention 
and  has  long  been  influential  in  local  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Hawk- 
e>e  Lutheran  church. 


LEMUEL  DEAN  TALCOTT. 

From  a  sterling  line  of  ancestry  of  the  old  Buckeye  state  comes  Lemuel 

,  a  we"  kno™  Cltlzen  of  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  who  was 

man"1  Ldkie  mTty’  ?'°’  November  '9.  1842,  the  son  of  Silas  and  Jane 
(Hammond)  Talcott,  the  father  a  native  of  Lake  county,  Ohio  and  the 

mother  o  Pennsylvania.  Silas  Talcott  grew  to  maturity  and  was'  educated 

h,S  "a“Ve  I"  1848  he  went  to  Berrien  county,  Michigan 

where  he  worked  at  the  wagon  and  cabinetmakers1  trade  until  1855  then 
went  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  a  farm,  where  the  town  of 
leeley  now  stands.  The  land  was  all  wild  there  and  Mr.  Talcott  broke  his 
tarn,  with  oxen,  using  six  yoke  to  a  huge  plow,  improving  the  place  and 
making  a  comfortable  home,  where  he  lived  until  1859.  He  was  an  honest 
hard  working  man.  He  had  left  the  farm  and  was  living  with  his  daughte,' 
aynaid,  Iowa,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1888.  His  widow  is  still 
iving  with  a  daughter  m  Maynard.  Isaac  Talcott  took  considerable  interest 
m  political  affairs  and  he  ably  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster. 
He  was  a  Republican,  and  religiously  he  held  membership  with  the  Christian 
c  wild,.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  named  as  follows  • 
Linden  of  Delphos,  Kansas;  Lemuel  Dean,  of  this  review;  Harriett,  wife  of 
(OS) 


1026 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


William  Melven,  of  Maynard,  Iowa;  Henry,  who  was  employed  in  the  detec¬ 
tive  department  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company, 
was  killed  on  the  railroad  in  1891. 

Lemuel  D.  Talcott  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  in  Greeley, 
Iowa,  and  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  working  on  the  farm  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  Civil  war,  when  he  showed  his  patriotism  by  enlisting 
in  the  Union  army,  on  September  19,  1861,  in  Company  F,  First  Missouri 
Engineering  Corps,  of  the  West,  his  enlistment  taking  place  at  Dubucpie, 
Iowa.  He  was  sent  to  St.  Louis  and  to  Vicksburg  by  steamboat  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  building  bridges.  On  July  4th  of  that  year  he  was  sent  to  Pittsburg 
Landing,  later  to  Corinth,  Mississippi,  while  in  the  Army  of  the  West  under 
Sherman  and  Grant,  and  he  served  very  faithfully  for  three  years.  After  the 
war  he  returned  to  Greeley,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  two  years,  then 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Harlan 
township,  which  he  improved  and  managed  in  a  very  successful  manner, 
later  adding  forty  acres  more  to  his  holdings,  the  latter  tract  lying  in  the 
vicinity  of  Maynard,  on  which  he  lived  until  1907,  when  he  moved  to  May¬ 
nard  and  retired.  He  quit  farming  on  his  original  eighty  in  1895.  He  was 
very  successful  in  his  general  operations  as  a  farmer  and  is  now  enjoying 
the  comforts  of  life  as  a  result  of  his  former  years  of  activity. 

Mr.  Talcott  was  married  on  September  15,  1864,  to  Olive  Perry,  of 
Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  the  daughter  of  Alclen  and  Hannah  (Young) 
Perry,  the  mother  a  native  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  the  father  of 
Hampshire,  that  state.  They  grew  to  maturity  there  and  were  educated  and 
married  in  their  native  state,  and  came  to  Greeley,  Iowa,  in  1859  and  that 
vicinity  Mr.  Perry  bought  wild  land,  which  he  improved  and  in  1861  he 
moved  to  Maynard,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1874,  his  wife  dying  in 
1894.  Before  coming  West  they  maintained  a  hotel  in  Massachusetts.  They 
were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Their  family  consisted 
of  three  children:  Marie  married  Hiram  Mackey,  of  Fayette  county;  Harri¬ 
son,  who  is  now  deceased,  was  in  Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  for  a  period  of  three  years;  he  married 
Delia  Jewett  and  they  lived  in  Maynard  ;  Olivia,  the  youngest  member  of  Mr. 
Perry's  family,  is  the  wife  of  Mr.  Talcott,  and  to  their  union  three  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Nora  married  William  Brownell,  living  at  Lemon, 
South  Dakota,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  eight  children  :  Fred,  Harold,  Dean. 
Neil.  Fern,  Will,  Richard  and  Patsy,  the  two  latter  are  both  deceased.  Don 
H.,  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott,  is  a  farmer  in  Harlan  township; 
he  married  Josephine  Meddlestedt  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
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dien,  Fi ancis  and  Fiank  (twins)  and  Ruby,  deceased.  Myrtle,  the  youngest 
child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott,  married  Oscar  Gilley,  of  Black  Hawk  county, 
Iowa,  and  they  have  two  children,  Floyd  and  May. 

IMi .  Talcott  has  been  both  trustee  and  school  director  and  long  active  in 
Republican  politics.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic, 
Reynolds  Post  No.  47,  and  he  has  held  all  the  offices  of  the  same,  always 
taking  an  abiding  interest  in  its  affairs.  He  belongs  to  Masonic  Blue  Lodge 
ao.  510,  at  Maynard,  Iowa,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Relief 
Coips,  All.  Talcott  having  been  a  member  of  the  soldiers'  relief  committee 
for  ten  years.  He  is  a  man  whom  all  highly  respect  and  admire  for  his  use¬ 
ful  life. 


GEORGE  P.  SCHATZ. 

Iowa  profited  greatly  by  the  German  immigrants  of  the  nineteenth 
century,  the  stieam  beginning  to  pour  in  before  the  Civil  war  and  graduallv 
filling  the  state  with  as  fine  an  agricultural  population  as  any  country  could 
boast.  These  sturdy,  industrious  and  intelligent  people  did  much  in  the  way 
of  developing  Iowa  and  placing  it  in  the  front  rank,  as  they  are  always  pro¬ 
gressive  and  patriotic.  They  are  found  all  over  the  state  and  Fayette  county 
got  her  share.  Among  those  who  came  to  this  section  of  the  state  before  the 
war  were  representatives  of  the  family  name  above  given.  Michael  Schatz, 
who  was  born  in  north  Germany,  came  to  the  United  States  about  1855  and 
immediately  identified  himself  with  Fayette  county.  He  worked  out  for 
several  years  as  a  hand  and  then  bought  ninety-five  acres  in  Fayette  and 
\\  inneshiek  counties.  At  first  he  contented  himself  with  building  a  log  cabin, 
in  which  he  lived  for  seven  years,  and  as  prosperity  favored  him  he  put  up  a 
frame  house,  near  a  delightful  spring,  and  this  structure  still  stands.  He 
made  his  home  at  this  place  until  his  retirement  from  business  and  meantime 
accumulated  two  hundred  fifty-five  acres  of  land  in  one  body.  His  last  days 
were  spent  in  \\  indsor  township  with  his  son.  He  was  an  active  member  of 
the  Lutheran  church  and  helped  to  build  the  first  church  at  Eldorado.  He 
married  Amra  Alary  Schlater,  a  native  of  south  Germany,  after  his  arrival 
in  America,  as  both  had  come  over  single.  Pretty  much  of  his  whole  active 
life  was  spent  in  Dover  township,  north  of  Eldorado. 

George  P.  Schatz,  one  of  the  four  children  of  Michael,  was  born  in 
Fayette  county,  Dover  township,  in  i860.  He  remained  on  the  farm  until  the 
completion  of  his  twenty-fourth  year,  meantime  obtaining  a  fair  education  at 
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the  public  schools.  He  purchased  the  southern  part  of  his  father's  farm  of 
one  hundred  seventy-four  acres,  besides  ten  acres  of  timber,  and  since  then 
has  greatly  improved  the  place.  Excellent  buildings  of  all  kinds  now  orna¬ 
ment  this  farm,  which  is  kept  in  neat  shape  and  good  condition  for  tillage. 
He  raises  cattle  and  hogs  extensively  and  does  a  fine  business  in  the  live¬ 
stock  market.  He  is  a  man  of  influence  in  his  section,  ranking  high  as  a 
farmer  and  man  of  strict  integrity.  At  present  he  is  trustee  of  the  township 
and  for  twenty-six  years  has  been  treasurer  of  the  school  board.  He  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  Mr.  Schatz  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party. 

In  May,  1885,  Schatz  married  Maggie  Christena  Winter,  by  whom 
he  had  eight  children:  John  William,  Alma  Mary  (deceased),  Otto  Ded- 
rick,  Augustus  George,  Lena  Christena,  Zelma  Katy,  Lenda,  Maggie  Bertha 
and  William  Lrederick.  Dedrick  Winter,  father  of  Mrs.  Schatz,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  last  century  and  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1869.  Previous  to  embarking  he  had  married  Anna 
Pape  and  she  was  the  companion  of  his  voyage  to  the  New  World.  Mr.  Win¬ 
ter  made  his  way  west  and  finally  decided  to  find  a  location  in  Iowa,  whose 
fame  as  an  agricultural  state  had  been  spread  far  and  wide.  He  settled  in 
Winneshiek  county  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  was  his  main  pursuit 
all  his  life.  The  last  two  or  three  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Layette 
county,  where  he  passed  peacefully  away  in  1888. 


THEODORE  MIEHE. 

Of  a  most  excellent  people  came  Theodore  Miehe,  a  progressive  young 
farmer  of  Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county.  He  comes  of  a  race  that 
produced  the  famous  “Iron  Chancellor,”  the  greatest  statesman,  all  things 
considered,' that  ever  walked  this  footstool.  He  comes  of  a  race  that  is  fa¬ 
mous  for  its  original  investigations  in  the  problems  of  civilized  life — such 
men  as  Goethe  and  Heckel.  The  Germanic  blood  is  found  in  many  of  the 
greatest  men  and  women  of  this  and  former  epochs  in  the  world’s  history, 
and  Mr.  Miehe  may  well  be  proud  of  his  descent  from  such  a  race,  he  being  of 
German  parents  but  American  born.  His  birth  occurred  in  Dubuque  county, 
Iowa,  December  6,  1872,  but  he  grew  to  maturity  principally  in  Fayette  county 
and  received  his  education  here.  He  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Sophia 
(Gerieker)  Miehe,  both  born  in  Germany,  the  father  on  June  2,  1836,  and  the 
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mother  in  1840.  The  father  came  to  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents 
when  eleven  years  old ;  the  mother  also  accompanied  her  parents  to  that  county 
when  a  young  girl.  In  1857  they  were  married  and  lived  on  a  farm  in  Du¬ 
buque  county  until  1876,  when  they  moved  to  Fayette  county  and  located  in 
Harlan  township  where  Mr.  Miehe  bought  a  farm  on  which  he  has  remained 
to  the  present  time,  having  become  very  comfortably  established  here.  The 
death  of  his  wife  occurred  in  1887.  They  were  the  parents  of  fourteen  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  twelve  are  living,  Theodore,  of  this  review,  being  the  eighth 
child  in  order  of  birth. 

Theodore  Miehe  lived  on  the  farm  with  his  father  until  he  was  of  age  and 
attended  the  home  schools.  In  1894  he  moved  to  Kossuth  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  bought  a  farm  and  lived  until  1903,  when  he  returned  to  Fayette 
county  and  located  on  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  ninety  acres  in  sections  8,  9 
and  17,  Smithfield  township,  having  bought  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  this  fine  place  the  year  previous.  He  has  improved  his  land  and  brought 
it  up  to  the  standard  of  the  excellent  farms  of  Fayette  county,  and  he  has  an 
attractive  and  substantial  dwelling  and  good  outbuildings — in  fact,  everything 
about  his  place  shows  that  a  gentleman  of  good  taste  and  thrift  has  its  man¬ 
agement  m  hand  and  that  he  is  well  fixed  to  enjoy  life  in  the  country,  which, 
after  all,  is  the  most  desirable. 

Politically,  Mr.  Miehe  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  held  a  number  of  the 
minor  township  offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

On  April  3,  1894,  Mr.  Miehe  married  Caroline  Sundermeyer,  who  was 
born  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  December  29,  1870,  she  being  also  of  excellent 
German  parentage,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Johanna  (Hemerant)  Sunder¬ 
meyer,  the  father  born  in  Hanover  and  the  mother  in  Byron.  They  accom¬ 
panied  their  parents  to  America,  he  when  about  eleven  years  old,  in  1848;  he 
w  as  born  on  September  8,  1837,  and'  his  death  occurred  on  April  22,  1908  ;  Mrs. 
Sundermeyer  was  born  on  August  19,  1838,  and  died  March  28,  1908.  They 
each  located  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  where  they  were  married  and  where 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miehe  are  the  parents  of  four  interesting  children,  named 
as  follows  :  Roy  A.,  born  November  13,  1895  5  Johnnie  F„  born  July  29,  1898; 

Vera  C.,  born  June  6,  1900;  Walter  E„  born  November  10,  1903:^11  are  liv¬ 
ing  at  home. 

Mr.  Miehe  s  father  gave  him  a  one  hundred  and  sixty-acre  farm  when  he 
started  out  in  life  and  he  also  received  some  from  his  wife’s  parents.  That  he 
has  been  so  successful  in  his  business  affairs  would  indicate  that  he  is  a  man 
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of  strong  will  and  not  afraid  of  work,  and  also  that  he  is  a  man  who  is  de¬ 
serving  of  a  high  rank  in  our  citizenship. 

A  full  sketch  of  Frederick  Miehe,  father  of  Theodore,  appears  on  another 
page  of  this  work. 


PETER  KRAFT. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  successful  merchant  and  farmer  of  Scott, 
Iowa,  is  a  native  of  Nassau,  Prussia,  and  inherits  many  of  the  sterling  quali¬ 
ties  of  head  and  heart  for  which  the  Germanic  nationality  for  centuries  has 
been  distinguished.  His  parents,  Peter  and  Anna  Marie  (Kalb)  Kraft,  were 
born  at  the  place  above  mentioned  and  there  lived  until  immigrating  to 
America,  in  1862.  They  settled  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  where  the  father 
worked  at  the  cooper’s  trade,  which  he  had  previously  learned  in  the  Father- 
land,  and  also  devoted  a  portion  of  the  ensuing  eight  years  to  agricultural 
pursuits.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  indicated,  he  moved  to  Fayette 
county  and  purchased  one  hundred  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  22,  Scott 
township,  later  securing  an  additional  two  hundred  acres,  mostly  in  its  nat¬ 
ural  state,  which  in  due  time  he  improved  and  converted  into  a  good  farm. 
Peter  Kraft  was  a  man  of  industrious  habits,  economical  and  thrifty  and  in 
the  course  of  a  few  years  he  became  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers  and  enter¬ 
prising  citizens  of  Scott  township.  He  reared  a  family  of  four  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows :  William,  a  farmer,  of  Scott  township,  and  a 
thrifty  tiller  of  the  soil;  Charley,  a  farmer,  of  Scott  township;  and  Jacob, 
who  lives  on  the  old  homestead  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
his  neighborhood. 

Peter  Kraft,  whose  birth  occurred  on  January  4,  1852,  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  Lutheran  schools  of  his  native  place  and  attei 
coming  to  the  United  States  attended  for  a  while  the  public  schools  of 
Dubuque.  He  lived  at  home,  assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm,  until 
January,  T887,  when  he  married  Frederika  Doerfler,  and  immediately  pur¬ 
chasing  two  hundred  forty  acres  of  excellent  land  in  sections  14  and  15. 
Scott  township,  which  he  still  owns  and  which,  devoted  to  general  farming 
and  stock  raising,  has  proven  the  source  of  a  generous  share  of  the  ample 
competency  now  in  his  possession.  Soon  after  moving  to  his  place,  he  started 
a  creamery  which  he  conducted  with  gratifying  success  for  a  peiiod  ot  eight 
years,  when  it  was  purchased  by  the  W  elch  Brothers,  who  in  turn  sold  it  to  a 
company  composed  of  several  neighboring  farmers,  by  whom  it  is  still  ope¬ 
rated. 
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In  the  year  1899  Mr.  Kraft  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Scott,  where 
he  is  still  at  the  head  of  a  large  general  store  and  doing  a  very  successful 
business.  He  served  as  postmaster  of  that  town  for  several  years,  was  also  a 
member  of  the  school  board  and  from  time  to  time  has  been  elected  to  other 
positions  of  responsibility  and  trust,  including  the  office  of  township  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  board,  in  all  of  which  he  demonstrated  ability  of  a 
high  honor  and  discharged  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  concerned.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  as  such  is  highly  esteemed 
by  his  political  associates,  being  a  judicious  adviser  in  the  councils  of  his 
party  and  an  influential  worker  with  the  rank  and  file. 

Mr.  Kraft  has  been  successful  in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  is  today 
one  of  the  enterprising  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Fayette  county,  as  well 
as  an  influential  factor  in  commercial  circles.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  keeps  from  ninety  to  one  hundred  head  of  fine  Durham  cattle,  in  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  which  he  has  achieved  much  more  than  local  repute. 
He  also  devotes  considerable  attention  to  high  grade  draft  and  driving  horses 
and  Poland-China  hogs,  besides  raising  a  large  number  of  chickens  of  the 
Plymouth  Rock  breed,  his  poultry  comparing  favorably  with  the  best  in  his 
part  of  the  state  and  proving  quite  profitable  from  a  monetary  point  of  view. 

In  his  mercantile  establishment  at  Scott  Mr.  Kraft  carries  full  lines  of 
dry  goods,  boots,  shoes,  groceries,  agricultural  implements  and  machinery — 
in  fact,  his  stock,  which  is  quite  large,  is  general  in  character  and  includes 
everything  in  the  way  of  merchandise  for  which  there  is  any  demand.  His 
relations  with  his  customers  have  always  been  mutually  agreeable  and  it  is  to 
his  faculty  of  winning  and  retaining  warm  friendships,  as  well  as  to  his  in¬ 
tegrity  and  strict  sense  of  honor  that  he  attributes  much  of  the  success  with 
which  his  business  career  has  been  crowned.  He  is  widely  known  throughout 
the  county  of  Fayette,  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  respect  and  confidence 
of  his  fellow  citizens  and  has  so  stamped  the  impress  of  his  individuality  upon 
his  own  community  as  a  leader  and  trusted  adviser  among  those  with  whom 
his  lot  has  been  cast. 

Mrs.  Kraft  was  born  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  a  daughter  of  John 
Doerfler,  who  came  to  this  country  a  number  of  years  ago  and  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the  rest  of  his 
life  as  a  prosperous  tiller  of  the  soil.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kraft  eight  children 
have  been  born,  namely:  Lena,  Willie,  Bertha,  Peter,  Jr.,  Cecelia,  Minnie, 
Laura  and  Matilda,  all  living  and  members  of  the  home  circle.  Lena  attended 
the  business  college  at  Oelwein,  where  she  completed  the  prescribed  course  of 
study  and  is  now  an  expert  stenographer  and  typewriter.  Bertha,  a  well  edu- 
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cated  and  accomplished  young  lady,  who  for  some  time  past  has  been  one  of 
the  county  s  efficient  and  popular  teachers.  The  rest  of  the  children  received 
their  educational  training  in  the  home  schools  and  are  fitting  themselves  for 
future  usefulness  in  various  fields  of  endeavor. 


LOUIS  F.  MEISGEIER. 

One  would  indeed  be  unappreciative  if,  upon  passing  the  well  improved 
and  well  kept  faimstead  of  Louis  F.  Meisgeier,  in  Fairfield  township,  Fayette 
county,  one  should  fail  to  be  filled  with  admiration,  for  it  has  been  the  special 
cai  e  of  its  ownei  so  long  that  it  ranks  with  the  best  and  most  attractive  farms 
in  the  community,  and,  consequently,  something  of  the  life  work  of  such  a 
man  would  be  of  interest  to  others.  Mr.  Meisgeier  was  born  December  5, 
1869,  in  this  county,  the  son  of  Carl  and  Catherine  (Huepsch)  Meisgeier,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  when  about  twelve  years  of  age. 
I  hey  went  to  school  in  Germany,  but  were  married  in  this  country.  In  1855 
they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  settling  on  a  farm  which  the  father  made 
lus  home  for  the  long  period  of  fifty-four  years,  during  which  time  be  became 
widely  known  as  an  excellent  agriculturist  and  stock  man,  especially  as  a 
breeder  of  Hereford  cattle.  He  recently  sold  his  homestead  to  his  youngest 
daughtei ,  Mis.  Krumpel,  and  he  has  erected  a  modern  residence,  good  barn 
and  othei  buildings  on  an  eighty-acre  farm  which  he  owned  in  section  13, 
Fail  field  township,  and  there  he  will  make  his  future  home.  His  first  wife 
died  on  December  19,  1908,  and  he  was  married  subsequently  to  Mrs.  Louise 
Hetzel.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  His  family  consisted  of 
seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  John  H. ;  Mary  C.,  now  Mrs. 

G.  Martin ;  Louis  F. ;  Emma  M.,  now  Mrs.  George  Eckhart ;  Caroline  M.,  now 
Mrs.  C.  Andrews;  Alma  M„  now  Mrs.  Fred  Robbins;  Johanna  C.,  now  Mrs. 

H.  Krumpel.  ' 

Louis  F.  Meisgeier  spent  his  early  life  on  the  home  farm  and  assisted  with 
the  \v 01  k  about  the  place,  attending  the  common  schools  in  the  winter  months. 
On  June  3,  1896,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Annie  F.  Martin,  who  was  born 
May  13,  1875,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Martin,  natives  of  Bavaria, 
Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1854  and  located  in  St.  Louis.  They  mar- 
1  ied  aftei  coming  here,  on  May  12,  1855,  and  the  following  year  came  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa.  Mr.  Martin  was  a  carpenter  and  cabinetmaker  by  trade, 
and  this  he  followed  in  connection  with  farming,  having  purchased  a  place 
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upon  coming  to  this  county.  His  death  occurred  here  on  January  19,  1908; 
his  widow,  who  survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughters,  is  now 
seventy-four  years  old.  Their  family  consisted  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Mrs.  Meisgeier  is  the  youngest.  Her  parents  were  always  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meisgeier  began  their  married  life  near  Taylorsville,  his 
farm  at  first  consisting  of  fifty  acres,  but  he  soon  began  to  prosper  and  lay 
by  enough  to  add  thirty-one  acres  more.  A  few  years  later  he  sold  this  place 
and  purchased  his  present  splendid  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and 
he  has  lived  here  ever  since,  having  devoted  his  attention  exclusively  to  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  feeds 
for  the  market.  Everyone  is  of  the  opinion  that  his  is  one  of  the  choice  farms 
of  Fairfield  township.  He  has  made  a  success  by  diligence,  close  application 
and  honorable  dealing  with  his  fellow  men;  he  is  progressive,  generous,  neigh¬ 
borly  and  makes  friends  easily.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  been  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  school  board,  of  which  he  is  an  interested  and  active  member. 
Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  takes  more  than  a  passing  interest  in  the 
campaigns. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meisgeier,  namely: 
Rupert,  born  April  14,  1898;  Donald,  born  October  7,  1901;  and  Arneldo, 
born  December  12,  1903.  They  attend  school  at  Taylorsville. 

Mrs.  Meisgeier’s  parents  resided  in  Windsor  township  and  were  farm¬ 
ers.  Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Bavarian  army.  He  and  his  wife  were 
among  the  founders  of  the  Lutheran  church  in  Windsor  township,  a  fact  in 
which  the  whole  family  takes  great  pride.  September  5,  1910,  was  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  church.  Mrs.  Martin  and  one  other  lady  and  an 
old  gentleman  were  the  only  charter  members  yet  alive.  It  was  a  day  of  great 
rejoicing  for  these  venerable  people,  as,  surrounded  by  their  children,  they 
were  permitted  to  attend  this  jubilee. 


JAMES  SMITH. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  for  many  years  intimately  associated 
with  the  development  and  progress  of  Fayette  county,  his  life  and  the  history 
of  the  county  during  the  formative  period  having  been  pretty  much  one 
and  the  same  thing.  That  part  of  the  county  included  within  the  present 
limits  of  Smithfield  township  appears  to  have  been  his  special  field  of  endeavor, 
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for  it  was  there  that  he  permanently  settled  on  coming  west,  in  1854.  He 
secured  a  large  body  of  choice  land,  which  in  due  time  made  him  one  of  the 
wealthy  and  substantial  men  of  northeastern  Iowa.  James  Smith’s  father 
was  Hector  Smith,  whose  birth  occurred  May  18,  1789,  in  New  Jersey,  and 
who  was  by  trade  a  blacksmith,  also  a  man  of  wealth  and  influence  and  a 
slave  holder.  He  married,  in  his  native  state,  Sophia  Clark,  who  was  born 
August  29,  1785,  and  whose  father,  Abraham  Clark,  was  one  of  the  signers 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  On  the  paternal  side  of  the  Smith 
family  is  Holland  stock,  and  several  of  the  subject's  ancestors  served  with 
distinction  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  Hector  Smith  was  killed  in  1817, 
and  some  time  afterward  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  Andy  Mann,  of  New 
Jersey,  whose  birth  occurred  on  February  15,  1779;  she  departed  this  life 
January  25,  1865.  James  Smith  was  born  February  10,  1816,  and  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  youth  in  New  Jersey,  where  he  was  employed  on  a 
farm  and  where  he  remained  until  young  manhood,  when  he  went  to  Carroll 
county,  Ohio.  There  he  entered  the  service  of  Governor  Pike,  as  a  laborer 
on  the  latter’s  farm,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  mean¬ 
while,  on  June  18,  1837,  having  been  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Jane 
Morrison,  who  was  born  November  12,  1818,  in  Washington  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  where  her  parents,  John  and  Jennie  (Montgomery)  Morrison,  natives 
of  Ireland,  settled  the  previous  year.  John  Morrison  and  wife  came  to 
America  from  the  city  of  Dublin  and  settled  originally  in  Pennsylvania,  but 
after  a  brief  residence  in  that  state  moved  to  Carroll  county.  Ohio,  where  he 
entered  a  section  and  a  half  of  government  land  and  became  one  of  the  most 
influential  men  in  the  county.  He  was  the  organizer  of  the  first  Methodist 
church  in  the  town  of  Carrollton,  erected  a  house  of  worship  for  the  society 
and  also  donated  land  for  a  burial  ground,  which  is  nown  known  as  Green 
Hill  cemetery.  He  was  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and,  as  already  indicated, 
occupied  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  esteem  of  the  public.  His  death  occurred 
in  the  year  1842,  and,  with  his  wife,  he  sleeps  in  beautiful  Green  Hill  ceme¬ 
tery,  which  he  laid  out  for  burial  purposes  a  number  of  years  before. 

Mr.  Smith  continued  to  live  in  Ohio  until  May,  1854,  when  he  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  in  what  is  now  Smithfield  township,  which 
was  named  in  his  honor  and  in  the  organization  of  which  he  took  an  active 
and  influential  part.  The  year  previous  he  migrated  west  as  far  as  Dubuque, 
where  he  left  his  family  until  he  made  a  tour  of  investigation  with  the  object 
of  locating  permanently,  but  spent  a  winter  in  Jackson  county  before  going 
to  Fayette.  Being  pleased  with  the  part  of  Fayette  county  referred  to  above, 
he  secured  eleven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  land,  to  which  he  removed 
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his  family  the  following  spring.  He  soon  had  an  excellent  farm  under  culti¬ 
vation  and  stocked  with  superior  breeds  of  cattle  and  it  was  not  long  until  he 
forged  to  the  front  as  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  stock  men  in  his 
section  of  the  country.  He  also  manifested  an  active  interest  in  other  than 
material  affairs,  having  been  a  friend  and  advocate  of  education,  and  to  him 
belongs  the  credit  of  building  the  first  school  house  in  Smithfield  township, 
in  addition  to  which  he  afterwards  donated  a  one-fourth  section  of  land  to 
Upper  Iowa  University.  James  Smith  not  only  became  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  Fayette  county,  but,  as  an  enterprising  citizen  having  at  heart 
the  welfare  and  best  interests  of  the  community,  he  stamped  his  individuality 
upon  public  mind  as  one  of  the  notable  men  of  his  day  and  generation  in  his 
part  of  the  state.  Originally  a  W  big  in  politics  and  a  leader  of  that  old  pait\ 
ere  it  fulfilled  its  mission,  he  afterwards  became  a  stanch  supporter  of  its 
successor,  and  as  a  Republican  wielded  a  wide  influence  in  political  affairs 
and  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people,  irrespective  of  party  ties. 
In  matters  religious  he  was  a  Methodist,  and  as  such  lived  a  life  void  of 
offense  toward  God  and  man  and  did  much  to  promote  the  moral  and  spiritual 
interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  resided.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  man  of 
decided  domestic  tastes  and  to  him  his  home  was  the  happiest  and  most 
sacred  spot  in  the  world.  His  fondness  for  his  family  became  almost  pio- 
verbial  and  the  object  which  he  appeared  to  make  paramount  to  every  other 
consideration  was  that  his  children  might  grow  up  to  honorable  manhood 
and  womanhood  and  become  useful  and  God-fearing  membei  s  of  society . 
After  a  long  and  eminently  honorable  career,  this  high-minded  gentleman  and 
public-spirited  citizen  was  called  to  his  final  reward,  on  October  22,  1894, 
his  widow  surviving  him  until  November  29,  1899,  when  she,  too,  ended 
her  earthly  sojourn. 

Tames  and  Mary  Jane  Smith  had  nine  children,  namely:  William,  who 
died  March  4,  1838,  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio;  Jennie,  born  May  13,  1839, 
was  for  many  vears  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  county  and  is 
still  living  near  the  family  homestead,  being  unmarried  and  one  of  the  most 
highly  esteemed  ladies  of  the  community;  Sophia  Z.,  wife  of  Lewis  Shirley, 
is  deceased,  her  husband  being  a  resident  of  Boone  county,  Illinois.  John  M. 
was  born  July  4,  1843'  ^md  died  on  the  10th  day  of  March,  1888.  He  mai- 
ried  Ella  White,  who  bore  him  one  daughter,  Elizabeth,  now  Mrs.  Harvey 
Rawson,  of  Moscow,  Idaho ;  the  mother  is  still  making  her  home  in  Arling¬ 
ton,  Iowa.  Rose,  whose  birth  occurred  May  5,  1845,  was  engaged  in  educa¬ 
tional  work  for  a  number  of  years  and  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  one  of 
the  ablest  and  most  popular  teachers  in  the  county  of  Fayette ;  she  is  now  the 
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wife  of  E.  Evenson  and  lives  at  Oelwein.  Mary,  the  next  in  order  of  birth, 
died  on  July  28,  1851.  Harriett,  who  was  born  July  22,  1851,  departed  this 
life  in  1854.  James  H.,  born  June  11,  1855,  a  well  known  farmer  and  repre¬ 
sentative  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  has  always  lived  on  or  near  the  home 
place,  which  he  now  helps  to  manage.  Charles  F.,  who  also  resides  near  the 
paternal  estate,  was  born  August  24,  1858,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  stock  raisers  of  his  township.  Of  the  above,  Jennie,  Joseph  H.  and 
Charles  F.  Smith  remained  with  their  parents  until  1890,  when  they  pur¬ 
chased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Scott  township,  where  they  have  since  lived, 
owning  in  addition  to  their  place  of  residence  four  hundred  and  eleven  acres 
of  the  old  homestead.  They  rent  all  of  the  latter  farm  and  are  among  the 
most  enterprising  and  prosperous  agriculturists  of  the  county,  their  home 
being  modern  and  up-to-date  in  every  particular  and  comparing  favorably 
with  any  other  place  of  residence  in  this  part  of  the  state.  The  brothers  are 
Republicans  and  stand  for  progress  and  improvement  in  the  most  liberal 
meaning  of  the  term.  They  are  also  deeply  interested  in  natural  history, 
archaeology  and  kindred  subjects  and  their  collection  of  curios,  specimens,  etc., 
which  represent  many  years  of  travel,  painstaking  research  and  no  little  ex¬ 
pense,  is  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  private  collections  in  the  state. 
Indeed  many  objects  in  their  cabinets  cannot  be  duplicated,  consequently  are 
beyond  price,  while  others  are  quite  rare,  all  being  very  valuable  and  a  mine 
of  information  to  those  interested  in  such  things. 


JOHN  ROTHLISBERGF.R. 

From  sturdy  and  worthy  Swiss  parents,  as  good  blood  as  could  course 
through  the  veins  of  any  man,  comes  John  Rothlisberger,  an  enterprising  and 
highly  respected  farmer  of  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county.  He  was  born 
in  Wagner  township,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  October  6,  1853,  and  is  the  son  of 
Simeon  and  Elizabeth  (Neuenschwander)  Rothlisberger,  both  natives  of  the 
canton  of  Bern,  Switzerland.  They  grew  to  maturity  in  their  native  land  and 
were  married  there,  coming  to  America  about  1851  and  located  near  Mans¬ 
field,  Ohio.  However,  they  soon  came  on  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where 
they  secured  forty  acres  of  land;  after  retaining  this  a  short  time,  they  sold 
out  and  came  to  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  was  soon  cleared  and  a  comfortable  home 
established  on  it.  The  parents  lived  there  until  1867,  when  they  sold  out 
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and  located  in  section  1,  Illyria  township,  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres;  later  additions  brought  this  place  up  to  two  hundred  acres,  and  here 
the  father  spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  July,  1887,  his  widow  surviving 
until  November  24,  1908,  reaching  an  advanced  age.  •  Simeon  Rothlisbeigei 
was  a  hard  working,  successful  agriculturist,  honest  and  a  man  who  had  hosts 
of  friends  wherever  he  was  known.  He  and  his  good  wife  were  membeis  of 
the  Reformed  church.  He  voted  the  Democratic  ticket.  The  following 
children  were  born  to  them:  Alice  married  L.  H.  Oswald,  of  Elgin,  Iowa; 
John,  of  this  review;  Simeon  is  a  farmer  in  Plymouth  county,  Iowa;  Emma  is 
deceased ;  Louisa  married  G.  W.  Bowder,  of  Ft.  Collins,  Colorado ;  Pauline 
married  C.  Oswald,  of  Gary,  South  Dakota;  Fred  married  Mabel  Humphrey 
and  is  farming  in  Illyria  township;  Rosanna  is  single  and  is  living  in  Illy  1  ia 
township;  Ida  and  George  are  twins;  the  former  married  John  Mattox,  of 
Illyria  township,  and  one  child  which  died  on  the  ocean  and  is  buried  in  New 
York  City ;  George  is  deceased. 

John  Rothlisberger  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  he  re¬ 
mained  on  the  home  place  until  he  was  thirty  years  old.  On  January  11, 
1883,  he  married  Cora  M.  Kohler,  who  was  born  in  Elgin,  Iowa,  the  daughter 
of  Benedict  and  Magdalena  (Wenger)  Kohler,  both  natives  of  Switzerland, 
from  which  country  they  came  to  America  in  1854,  he  at  the  age  of  seventeen 
and  she  when  fifteen  years  old,  each  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Kohler  spent  three  years  in  Elgin,  Iowa,  with  Benjamin  Dimond  in 
a  grist-mill.  Three  trips  to  Kansas,  with  a  view  of  locating  there,  ended  m 
a  final  location  in  West  Union,  Iowa.  The  first  trip,  in  1857,  was  made  by 
steamboat,  the  return  being  made  afoot,  in  order  to  view  the  country.  After 
this  trip,  Mr.  Kohler  never  refused  lodging  or  food  to  any  wayfarei  who  ap¬ 
pealed  to  him.  In  August  of  the  same  year  he  returned  to  Kansas,  taking 
with  him  a  bride,  Magdalena  Wenger,  and  his  older  brother,  John  Kohler,  the 
wedding  trip  being  made  in  a  “prairie  schooner,’'  drawn  by  oxen.  Mr.  Koh¬ 
ler  found  that  his  claim  had  been  taken  by  frontier  sneaks,  and,  with  his  wife 
and  brother,  he  pushed  on  farther  south  and  then  west.  After  three  years  of 
sickness  and  frontier  hardships,  drouth  compelled  them  to  abandon  Kansas 
and  they  again  came  to  Elgin.  Three  years  were  spent  in  Elgin  and  tw ent\ - 
seven  years  on  a  farm  three  miles  south  of  that  place,  and  then  Kansas  lined 
him  again.  This  time,  however,  the  trip  was  made  by  rail.  Less  than  a 
year  in  Kansas  sufficed  to  send  them  back  to  Fayette  county,  locating  neai 
West  Union,  where  they  remained  for  sixteen  years.  Then  came  a  trip  to 
California  and  a  final  location  in  West  Union,  where  Mr.  Kohler’s  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  April  22,  1907,  his  remains  being  laid  to  rest  in  Leo  cemetery, 
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Illyria  township,  a  burying  ground  to  which  many  are  brought  great  distances 
for  burial  near  their  old  homes.  His  widow  is  living  in  West  Union.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  namely:  Esmeralda  died  in  Kansas;  Angeline 
married  Sampson  Humphrey,  of  Pacific  Grove,  California;  Cora  M.,  wife  of 
the  subject;  Josephine  married  William  Boyer  and  lives  in  Decorah,  Iowa; 
George  is  deceased;  George,  the  second,  is  living  in  Kansas;  Ida  lives  in  West 
L  mon  ;  Frank  is  deceased;  Cecelia  married  William  Stirk  and  lives  near  West 
Union;  Lillian  is  single  and  is  living  with  her  mother. 

I  hi  ee  childien  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Rothlisberger : 
Chailes  E.,  who  married  Lulu  Kerr,  is  living  in  Illyria  township,  and  they  have 
two  children,  Earl  and  Helen ;  Walter  S.,  who  lives  at  home,  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Oelwein  Business  College,  of  the  class  of  Mav,  1907;  Leo  E.  is  the  young- 
est  child. 

After  their  marriage  the  subject  and  wife  lived  one  year  on  his  father’s 
fai  m,  then  lented  land  in  Illyria  township  for  two  years,  then  bought  where 
they  now  live  in  section  3*  of  this  township,  which  is  known  as  the  Charles 
Speed  place.  This  excellent  place  consists  in  all  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
sex  en  acres,  a  part  of  which  is  the  A  .  Boyle  place  in  section  3,  Illyria  town¬ 
ship.  The  subject  has  a  well  improved  farm  in  every  respect,  which  is  xvell 
kept,  and  Ins  home  is  one  of  the  most  desirable  and  attractively  located  in  the 
community.  General  farming  has  always  claimed  his  attention  for  the  most 
part,  though  he  is  known  as  a  raiser  of  fine  Durham  cattle,  Belgian  and  Nor¬ 
man  houses,  Poland-China  and  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  His  stock  always  finds  a 
very  ready  market,  owing  to  the  fact  that  they  are  well  cared  for  and  are  ad¬ 
mired  by  all.  He  has  been  very  successful  considering  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
self-made  man  and  has  but  little  assistance  in  all  his  operations. 

Mr.  Rothlisberger  is  a  Democrat  and  he  has  held  many  of  the  township 
offices.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  His  wife  is 
a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  Cleaners,  as  is  also  their  son,  Walter  S. 


GUERNSEY  SMITH. 

After  a  long  and  strenuous  career,  filled  to  repletion  xvith  stirring  expe¬ 
riences  and  exciting  adventures,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  retired  from  active 
life  and  is  now  spending  his  closing  years  in  the  town  of  Hawkeye.  Guernsey 
Smith  is  a  native  of  Ulster  county,  New  York,  born  July  1  s,  1833,  near  Lloyd, 
in  \\  hat  xvas  known  as  Pancake  Hollow,”  so  called  on  account  of  a  mill  for 
the  grinding  of  buckwheat  flour,  which  xx'as  extensix’ely  patronized  by  the 
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fanners  of  the  vicinity.  His  parents  were  Calvin  and  Henrietta  (Chambers) 
Smith,  the  former  being  descended  from  Scotch  ancestry,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  a  very  early  day  and  settled  in  the  eastern  part  of  New  York 
state.  From  the  most  reliable  data  obtainable,  it  appears  that  four  brothers 
of  the  name  of  Smith  sailed  for  America  as  long  ago  as  1640  and  located  at 
Jamaica,  Long'  Island,  where  their  names  can  still  be  seen  in  the  old  chuich 
records  at  that  place.  They  were  ship  carpenters  and  one  of  them  subse¬ 
quently  started  a  shipyard  at  Milton,  on  the  Hudson,  near  which  place  he 
also  received  a  patent  for  a  body  of  land  extending  three  miles  back  fi  0111  the 
river  to  the  top  of  a  mountain  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake  Mohawk.  In  addition  to 
this  shipyard,  he  erected  a  grist  mill,  which  was  highly  prized  by  the  early 
settlers  and  which  was  in  operation  many  years,  though  all  traces  of  the 
building  have  long  since  disappeared.  A  piece  of  one  of  the  old  buhrs,  how¬ 
ever,  was  saved  and  is  now  in  possession  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
prizes  it  as  a  very  valuable  relic.  The  Smith  who  settled  in  Ulstei  county 
was  the  founder  of  the  family  to  which  the  subject  belongs.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a  man  of  intelligence  and  great  energy  and  under  his  management 
the  shipyard  and  mill  were  operated  very  successfully,  both  finally  passing 
into  the  hands  of  his  descendants,  by  whom  they  were  afterward  abandoned. 
Eliphalet  Smith,  the  subject's  grandfather,  was  also  a  ship  carpenter  and  for 
a  number  of  years  did  a  thriving  business  building  schooners,  which  he 
loaded  with  wood  or  grain  and  sold  in  New  York  city.  During  the  Revo¬ 
lutionary  war  work  in  the  shipyard  was  discontinued  and  at  one  time  the 
British  soldiers  tried  to  find  tools  belonging  to  the  blacksmitliing  department, 
but  failed  by  reason  of  their  having  been  hidden  by  “Aunt  Nancy"  m  a  well 
nearby.  The  family  is  still  represented  in  Lister  county  and  in  different  paits 
of  New  York,  a  sister  of  Guernsey  Smith  being  a  teacher  in  the  schools  of 
Poughkeepsie,  and  a  brother  is  a  resident  of  Pleasant  V  alley,  in  the  count) 
of  Dutchess.  Calvin  Smith  spent  all  his  life  in  New  York  and  died  at  the 
early  age  of  thirty-two  years.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and,  like  his 
antecedents,  possessed  sound,  practical  intelligence  and  was  an  excellent  and 
praiseworthy  citizen. 

Guernsey  Smith  spent  his  childhood  on  the  home  farm,  in  Ulster  coun¬ 
ty,  and  was  eight  years  old  when  his  father  died.  After  this  sad  event  he  was 
obliged  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  and  during  the  nine  years  ensuing  worked 
for  different  parties  at  an  average  of  about  four  dollars  per  month.  The 
discovery  of  gold  in  California,  in  the  year  1849,  caused  great  excitement 
throughout  the  entire  country  and  young  Smith,  caught  by  the  craze,  decided 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  far  West,  though  but  seventeen  years  old  at  the 
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time.  I  o  carry  his  desires  into  effect,  he  subsequently  drove  a  team  for  his 
employer  to  Cayuga  county,  for  which  service  he  received  thirteen  dollars  per 
month  and  while  thus  engaged  saved  sufficient  money  to  pay  his  way  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  went  with  the  intention  of  going  with  an  overland  party  to 
California.  Not  finding  conditions  as  he  anticipated,  he  gave  up  the  western 
ventuie  and  engaged  as  a  deck  hand  and  foreman  on  a  steamboat  which  was 
then  bringing  railroad  iron  from  New  Orleans  to  Paducah,  Kentucky.  After 
making  two  trips  between  those  cities,  he  became  quite  sick  with  typhoid 
fever  and  for  several  weeks  was  confined  in  a  marine  hospital  at  the  latter 
place.  When  sufficiently  recovered  he  returned  to  his  home  in  New  York 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  his  mother  and  sister,  whom  he  took  to  a  rented 
farm  in  the  neighborhood,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  the  sister 
began  supporting  herself  by  teaching.  He  then  moved  to  Illinois,  locating 
near  the  town  of  Rochester,  where  certain  of  his  friends  were  then  living, 
and  for  some  time  thereafter  worked  as  a  farm  hand  at  twenty  dollars  per 
month.  1  his  was  in  the  fall  of  1856,  the  beginning  of  the  great  finanacial 
panic  which  embarrassed  the  country  the  following  year  and  it  was  about 
that  time  that  many  people  from  the  Central  states  were  going  to  Kansas 
and  other  parts  of  the  west  to  secure  cheap  lands. 

Mi.  Smith,  with  a  number  of  his  neighbors  and  friends,  becoming  in¬ 
fected  with  the  general  desire,  joined  the  tide  moving  westward,  going  as 
fai  as  Iowa  City  by  rail  and  thence  on  foot  to  Ft.  Dodge,  where  his  cousin 
was  then  living.  The  Indians,  who  for  some  time  had  manifested  a  restless 
disposition,  finally  went  on  the  warpath  and  in  the  spring  of  1857  occurred 
the  terrible  massacre  at  Spirit  Lake,  in  which  nearly  every  inhabitant  of  the 
village  was  either  killed  or  taken  captive,  not  a  person  being  found  alive  when 
the  rescuers  reached  the  place.  Mr.  Smith  at  once  volunteered,  being  one 
of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  men  who  went  to  Spirit  Lake  to  bury  the  dead 
and  rescue  the  survivors.  On  arriving  at  the  scene  of  the  massacre  forty- 
nine  horribly  mutilated  bodies  were  found  lying  about  in  the  snow%  all  of 
which  were  buried  in  cellars,  the  ground  being  too  much  frozen  at  the  time 
to  dig  graves.  This  expedition  consumed  about  three  weeks,  during  which 
the  volunteers  marched  over  a  large  area  of  territory  and  suffered  much 
from  cold  and  other  causes.  To  commemorate  the  massacre,  a  monument 
was  afterwards  erected  on  the  spot  on  which  were  carved  the  names  of  the 
victims  and  all  of  the  survivors;  but  few,  if  any,  of  the  latter  are  now  living. 

Returning  from  the  above  experience,  Mr.  Smith  found  a  tract  of  land 
to  his  liking,  a  quarter  section  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Pocahontas  county, 
which  he  at  once  entered  and  proceeded  to  improve.  After  erecting  a  cabin. 
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he  earned  some  money  by  breaking  land  for  others,  in  this  way  putting  his 
three  yoke  of  oxen  to  good  use.  Not  long  after  his  arrival  there  was  a  rush 
of  people  to  the  county,  which  at  that  time  was  not  organized,  the  majority 
of  whom  settled  along  the  river  in  order  to  procure  timber.  Among  the  new¬ 
comers  were  Gus  Malcolm  and  William  Haight,  Mr.  Smith's  nearest  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  the  three  working  together  earned  sufficient  money  breaking  prairie 
to  keep  themselves  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life,  the  nearest  market 
place  being  Ft.  Dodge,  thirty-five  miles  distant.  When  a  movement  was 
inaugurated  to  organize  the  county,  Mr.  Smith  presented  a  petition  to  Judge 
Pease  at  Ft.  Dodge  in  favor  of  the  project,  the  instrument  containing  the 
signatures  of  the  majority  of  voters  then  residing  in  his  part  of  the  country. 
The  seat  of  justice  was  originally  established  at  Old  Rolfe,  in  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  county,  but  subsequently,  after  several  votes  had  been  taken  and 
considerable  rivalry  aroused  among  three  or  four  different  factions,  each 
having  a  favorite  location,  the  county  seat  was  established  at  Pocahontas, 
where  it  has  since  remained.  At  the  first  election  Mr.  Smith  was  elected 
county  surveyor  and  one  of  his  earliest  official  duties  was  to  locate  the  seventy 
thousand  acres  of  swamp  land  which  was  to  be  sold  for  the  county  and  the 
proceeds  used  in  the  construction  of  a  court  house,  bridges,  school  houses 
and  other  public  utilities. 

About  the  time  the  county  organization  went  into  effect  the  people  be¬ 
came  considerably  wrought  up  over  the  question  of  slavery  and  sectional  spirit 
ran  high,  causing  no  little  trouble  among  the  friends  and  neighbors  who  had 
formerly  lived  in  peace  and  harmony.  To  escape  this,  Mr.  Smith  disposed  of 
his  interest  in  Iowa  and  proceeded  farther  west  ;  accordingly,  after  spending 
three  years  on  his  claim  and  making  considerable  improvement,  he  sold 
out  with  the  intention  of  going  to  California.  Returning  to  St.  Louis  'in  the 
spring  of  i860,  he  made  a  few  trips  on  the  Missouri  river,  after  which,  in 
company  with  Abe  Farr  and  a  Mr.  Hannah,  started  from  St.  Joseph  to  the 
far  west  with  an  outfit  consisting  of  wagons  and  several  small  Mexican  ponies, 
which  previous  to  that  time  had  never  been  worked  in  harness.  Their  expe¬ 
riences  at  first  were  anything  but  encouraging,  as  the  ponies  refused  to  move, 
in  which  dilemma  horses  were  hitched  in  front  of  them,  and,  with  the  men 
behind  pushing,  the  animals  were  forced  forward.  After  a  short  time  the 
ponies  became  inured  to  the  harness  and  thenceforth  no  trouble  was  expe¬ 
rienced  by  the  three  men,  who  from  that  time  on  passed  those  who  had  before 
laughed  and  jeered  at  them. 

Arriving  at  Pike’s  Peak,  Mr.  Smith  secured  employment  in  a  mine, 
working  at  night  time  for  two  dollars  and  a  half  a  night,  and  in  this  way 
(66) 


1042 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


spent  his  first  summer  in  the  West.  In  February,  1861,  he  set  out  alone  and 
on  foot  for  Ft.  Laramie,  two  hundred  fifty  miles  distant,  the  weather  being 
exceedingly  cold  and  the  snow  at  times  quite  deep,  making  the  trip  a  long 
and  laborious  one.  During  a  part  of  that  year  he  worked  for  the  stage  line, 
erecting  log  stations  at  intervals  on  the  route,  receiving  forty  dollars  per 
month  for  his  services,  and  continued  with  his  employer  until  the  following 
autumn.  He  then  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  with  Governor  Morton  and  guard, 
the  superintendent  of  the  stage  line  having  given  him  a  pass  to  the  former 
place.  Meeting  his  old  friend  Farr  at  the  head  of  Echo  Canon,  he  stopped 
there  and  spent  the  summer  helping  care  for  stage  stock,  building  barns,  etc., 
and  while  thus  engaged  he  learned  of  the  discovery  of  the  Bannock  diggings 
in  Montana.  In  December,  1862,  he  went  to  Salt  Lake,  where  he  remained 
until  the  following  February,  when,  in  company  with  nine  others,  he  started 
for  the  Bannock  mines,  which  were  reached  after  fourteen  days  of  travel 
over  a  very  rough  and  difficult  stretch  of  country.  Arriving  at  his  destina¬ 
tion  he  was  engaged  for  some  time  in  getting  out  piling  and  other  kinds 
of  work.  Bannock  was  the  first  mine  discovered  in  the  fall  of  1862,  being 
discovered  by  a  party  from  Wisconsin  and  some  from  St.  Paul,  who  were 
going  through  to  Oregon.  There  were  old  miners  with  them  who  knew  the 
ore  and  being  short  of  provisions  they  stopped  there  and  sent  to  Salt  Lake 
for  the  supplies.  Mr.  Smith  spent  two  years  at  the  diggings,  during  which 
time  he  devoted  his  attention  to  various  other  kinds  of  labor,  besides  taking  an 
active  interest  in  all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the  locality.  \\  hen  the  law¬ 
less  element  became  predominant  he  helped  organize  the  vigilance  committee, 
which  soon  restored  peace  and  quiet,  and  in  many  other  ways  he  made  him¬ 
self  an  influential  factor  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  a  place  which  after¬ 
wards  figured  so  prominently  in  the  annals  of  the  West.  At  the  expiration 
of  two  and  a  half  years,  his  old  friend  Farr  sold  his  claim  and  turned  his 
attention  to  the  breeding  of  horses,  Mr.  Smith  meantime  becoming  associated 
with  C.  W.  Brundige,  of  Bath,  New  York,  a  partnership  which  lasted  as 
long  as  the  subject  remained  in  Virginia  City.  Disposing  of  his  interests  at 
that  place,  in  1864,  he  returned  to  the  states  via  San  Francisco  and  in  due 
time  arrived  at  his  old  home  in  New  York,  where,  on  February  3,  1865,  he 
was  carried  to  Charity  Perkins,  after  which  he  bought  a  farm  and  turned  his 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 

Mr.  Smith  remained  on  the  above  farm  about  eight  years,  when  he 
changed  it  for  a  farm  near  Rochester,  Illinois,  to  which  he  at  once  removed 
and  on  which  he  lived  and  prospered  until  the  latter  part  of  1881,  a  period 
of  eiffiit  vears.  Owing  to  his  wife’s  declining  health,  he  came  to  Iowa  in  the 
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fall  of  the  year  indicated  and  after  looking  over  a  number  of  farms  in  different 
parts  of  Fayette  county,  as  well  as  adjoining  counties,  he  finally  purchased 
a  half  section  of  land  near  Randalia,  to  which  he  moved  his  family  and  on 
which  he  lived  until  his  retirement  to  Hawkeye,  in  the  year  1902.  Mr.  Smith 
has  a  neat  and  attractive  home,  consisting  of  a  few  acres  adjoining  the  town, 
where  he  is  now  spending  his  declining  years  in  the  enjoyment  of  material 
blessings,  which  his  industry  and  thrift  have  enabled  him  to  accumulate.  He 
is  a  close  observer  of  current  events,  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions 
of  the  day  and  in  politics  is  a  pronounced  Republican,  with  decided  Prohibi¬ 
tion  tendencies.  A  gentleman  in  the  most  liberal  meaning  of  the  term,  he 
enjoys  the  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact  and  as  a  citizen 
interested  in  everything  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  his  adopted 
county  and  state,  no  one  in  the  community  commands  in  a  more  marked  de¬ 
gree  the  esteem  of  the  public. 

Mrs.  Smith  departed  this  life  in  May,  1891,  after  a  residence  of  about 
ten  years  in  Fayette  county  and  on  June  2,  1892,  Mr.  Smith  married  Mrs. 
Martha  Clark  (nee  Morgan),  widow  of  the  late  William  Clark,  of  Rochester. 
Illinois.  The  first  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
one  died  in  infancy  and  another,  Theora,  who  married  James  Newton,  died 
in  the  year  1905.  Those  living  are  Jennie  E.,  former  postmaster  of 
Randalia,  but  now  operating  a  homestead  in  North  Dakota,  which  she  entered 
and  improved,  in  connection  with  which  she  also  farms  two  additional  quar¬ 
ter  sections  in  the  same  locality.  She  taught  school  for  a  number  of  years 
and  is  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  marked  individuality.  Selah  G.  is  a  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  of  Fayette  county,  in  which  he  owns  about  six  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land.  Harry  D.,  now  in  the  government  service  as  district 
auditor  in  the  Philippine  islands,  is  also  interested  in  North  Dakota  real 
estate,  owning  a  half  section  in  Bottineau  county.  Robert  D.,  a  carpenter, 
lives  at  Hawkeye,  where,  in  connection  with  his  trade,  he  operates  a  flouring 
mill.  Nellie  C.  is  principal  of  the  public  schools  of  Castalia,  and  Helen,  the 
youngest  of  the  family,  married  Austin  J.  Fox,  of  Fayette,  Iowa. 


O.  E.  OLESON. 

A  man  who  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  successful  men  in  his  county,  one 
who  has  himself  worked  his  way  to  this  position,  whose  time  and  labor  spent 
on  his  farm  have  rewarded  him  proportionately,  until  now,  in  spite  of  early 
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struggles,  he  can  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  surrounded  by  every  sub¬ 
stantial  comfort,  enjoying  the  confidence,  respect,  and  esteem  of  those  who 
know  him,  taking  part  in  the  more  important  business  operations  of  his  com¬ 
munity — such  a  man  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  one  of  those  who 
have  found  their  Norwegian  blood  not  a  detriment,  but  an  aid,  in  working  out 
a  successful  career  in  life. 

O.  E.  Oleson  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  July  9,  1855,  the  son 
of  Emrick  and  Gunil  (Swinson)  Oleson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  this 
(Clavton)  county  in  the  fifties,  and  here  died.  They  came  to  Rock  Prairie, 
Wisconsin,  on  arriving  in  this  country,  lint  did  not  remain  there  long  until 
the  desire  for  some  of  Iowa's  land  brought  them  here.  Emrick  Oleson  was  a 
farmer,  a  Republican,  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

O.  E.  Oleson  was  born  and  brought  up  on  a  farm,  and  educated  in  the 
parochial  and  common  schools.  He  has  followed  farming  all  his  life,  owns 
the  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres  on  which  he  lives  and  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  in  Minnesota.  His  farming  has  been  general  in 
character,  as  the  soil  of  this  portion  of  the  state  is  best  suited  to  that  style 
of  farming. 

In  1885  O.  E.  Oleson  was  married  to  Caroline  Jacobsen,  born  in  Nor¬ 
way,  and  the  daughter  of  Erick  and  Bollete  Jacobsen,  who  came  to  Fayette 
county  among  the  early  settlers  and  here  both  died.  To  this  marriage  there 
have  been  born  two  daughters,  Ellen  and  Gussie.  Mr.  Oleson  is  a  Democrat, 
a  conscientious  party  worker,  and  was  elected  to  the  office  of  township  trustee 
by  his  party,  retaining  the  office  for  six  years  and  faithfully  performing  his 
duties  as  such.  He  is  a  director  in  the  Elgin  State  Bank  and  a  stockholder 
in  the  Clermont  State  Bank.  Prosperity  has  crowned  his  efforts  in  every 
line.  His  business  sagacity,  his  good  understanding  of  the  conditions  about 
the  county,  and  his  strong  sense  of  responsibility  have  contributed  to  the  suc¬ 
cess  of  all  his  operations.  For  his  true  worth  and  many  pleasant  traits  of 
companionship  he  is  deservedly  held  in  great  esteem  by  those  who  know  him. 


JAMES  E.  JENNINGS. 

In  the  villages  of  the  middle  West  are  found  men  who  were  born  on  the 
farm,  who  went  through  hard  times  and  struggles  in  early  life,  who  by  dint  of 
hard  work  and  good  management  won  first  a  living,  then  a  competency,  from 
the  soil,  and  now  have  settled  in  the  village,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  labor. 


MRS.  ANNIE  JENNINGS 


JAMES  E.  JENNINGS 
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active  in  all  the  interests  of  the  neighborhood, — men  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
meet  and  to  talk  with,  veritable  mainstays  of  the  community. 

James  E.  Jennings,  better  known  as  “Ed,"  was  born  February  7,  1850, 
near  Delhigh,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  the  son  of  Zachariah  (known  as  “Uncle 
Zack”)  and  Mary  (Morris)  Jennings.  The  Jennings  family  are  of  English 
descent.  Zachariah  as  a  boy  went  from  Pennsylvania  to  Illinois  with  his 
father,  who  took  up  land  there  and  then  went  back  east  after  his  family. 
Zachariah’ s  parents  died  in  Illinois.  They  were  the  parents  of  five  children. 
Zachariah  married  in  Warren  county,  Illinois.  The  Morrises  were  of  Welsh 
descent,  but  his  wife's  mother  was  a  German  and  was  a  woman  of  great  natural 
ability  as  a  doctor  and  used  to  ride  over  the  country  and  treat  the  sick  very 
successfully.  She  was  the  mother  of  thirteen  children  and  raised  several  be¬ 
sides. 

Zachariah  Jennings  started  in  a  small  way  by  farming  near  Mineral  Point 
and  working  in  the  mines.  In  1848  or  ’49  he  went  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa, 
entered  a  claim,  partly  prairie  land,  and  started  to  make  a  home,  building  a 
log  house  and  making  other  improvements.  He  lost  this  claim  and  in  1853 
came  to  this  county,  settling  in  Illyria  township  on  the  river  near  Fry  bridge. 
He  first  worked  in  the  Roll  Mitchell  saw-mill,  then  pre-empted  a  one  hundred 
and  twenty-acre  claim,  erected  a  log  house,  and  went  to  Elkader  to  work  in  a 
grist-mill  to  get  money  to  pay  on  his  land.  He  found  that  another  man  was 
trying  to  beat  him  out  of  the  land,  so  he  walked  from  his  home  to  the  land 
office  at  Dubuque,  starting  from  his  home  at  one  o'clock  Sunday  and  reaching 
Dubuque  by  eight  o’clock  Monday  ahead  of  his  rival,  who  had  driven  through. 
He  cleared  and  improved  the  land  and  lived  on  this  farm  until  his  death,  April 
4,  1908.  His  wife  died  September  21,  1901.  She  was  a  very  active  worker 
in  the  United  Brethren  church  and  was  the  first  person  baptized  in  Volga  river. 
Besides  being  an  excellent  wife  and  mother,  she  had  inherited  her  mother’s 
ability  as  a  doctor  and  made  many  remarkable  cures  in  the  country  about. 
Zachariah  Jennings  was  a  man  very  well  known  and  very  much  esteemed  in 
the  county.  During  the  later  part  of  their  lives  both  he  and  his  wife  were 
cripples,  the  result  of  a  sad  accident  when,  returning  from  a  visit,  their  team 
carried  them  over  a  forty-two-foot  embankment.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  namely:  John  A.,  a  farmer  of  Sumner,  Nebraska,  who  married 
a  Mrs.  Wheeler;  Jane,  who  married  Henry  Gage,  a  farmer  and  photographer, 
living  near  Spokane,  Washington;  Joseph,  of  Volga  City,  Iowa,  a  farmer  and 
minister  in  the  ETnited  Brethren  church,  who  married  Eleanor  Crane ;  she  died 
in  June,  1908;  Alonzo  died  at  the  age  of  three  years  ;  David,  of  Alberta,  Wash¬ 
ington,  a  blacksmith,  married  Emma  Kaufman;  J.  E.,  the  subject  of  this 


1046 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


sketch ;  Sarah,  who  was  a  teacher  in  this  and  Clayton  counties  and  married 
Alonzo  Fitzgibbons,  of  Clayton  county;  Mary  married  Wallace  Crandall,  of 
Illyria  township ;  William  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen ;  George,  a  farmer  in 
Illyria  township,  married  Ella  Walters. 

J.  E.  Jennings  had  little  chance  to  go  to  school  and,  except  for  the  knowl¬ 
edge  gained  by  three  months’  attendance  at  the  old  log  Mitchell  school  house, 
is  entirely  self-educated.  He  lived  at  home  until  his  marriage  to  Annie  E. 
Walters  on  February  19,  1873.  (See  sketch  of  Rev.  John  Walters.)  They 
have  three  children :  Sidney,  a  farmer  in  Illyria  township,  who  married  Mary 
Wittenbaugh;  Maggie,  who  married  John  Wittenbaugh,  farmer  and  rural 
route  carrier  of  Wadena,  and  is  the  mother  of  five  children,  Alta,  Lola,  Gertie 
(dead),  Lile  and  Robert;  Bert  A.,  a  mail  carrier  in  Illyria  township,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Tillie  Larson,  to  which  marriage  four  children,  Vivian,  Harry  F.,  Floy 
and  Gladys  G.,  have  been  born. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Jennings  lived  in  Clayton  county  one  year,  on 
the  old  Tusing  farm  in  Illyria  township  two  years,  on  John  Harriman’s  farm 
one  year,  and  then  returned  to  Clayton  county  for  two  years.  Here  he  bought 
a  sixty-acre  farm  of  Deacon  Morley,  going  into  debt  for  every  dollar  of  the 
purchase  price,  lived  there  for  eight  years,  got  out  of  debt,  then  sold  the  farm 
and  bought  one  hundred  and  five  acres  of  J.  Harriman  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
from  Wadena,  and  three  years  later  bought  fifty-five  acres  more.  He  carried 
on  general  farming  and  made  all  the  improvements  on  the  place.  He  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  in  Wadena  for  one  year  in  1903  and  the  next  year  he  and 
his  wife  moved  to  the  village,  where  he  bought  a  home,  remodeled  it,  and  has 
since  lived.  Mr.  Jennings  has  also  made  the  real  estate  business  part  of  his 
vocation  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  made  thirteen  trips  to  Dakota  in 
one  year  and  also  went  often  to  Texas  where  he  sold  a  great  deal  of  land. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  council  and  street  commission  to  Wadena,  and 
was  formerly  school  director.  Mr.  Jennings  is  a  Republican,  and  a  member 
of  the  United  Brethren  church,  a  man  well  known  and  well  liked,  informed  on 
all  subjects  and  a  good  talker,  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  town. 


MICHAEL  RILEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  Who  is  a  well  known  section  foreman  on  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  with  headquarters  at  Hawkeye,  is  a 
native  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  was  born  on  April  4,  18(13.  His 
parents,  Thomas  and  Margaret  Riley,  both  born  in  county  West  Meath. 
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Ireland,  were  married  in  their  native  country  and  about  fifty  years  ago  came 
to  the  United  States,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they 
lived  until  their  removal,  in  1874,  to  the  town  of  Wadena.  There  three 
years  later  Thomas  Riley  ceased  his  earthly  labors,  the  subject  being  fourteen 
years  old  at  the  time. 

Michael  Riley  remained  at  the  parental  home  until  his  twenty-fourth 
year,  but  in  the  meantime,  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen,  began  his  long  career  as 
a  railroader  by  accepting  a  position  on  the  section,  of  which  he  is  now  fore¬ 
man  and  with  which  his  life  from  that  time  to  the  present  has  been  very 
closely  identified.  Such  was  his  efficiency  as  a  workman  and  so  faithful  did 
he  prove  to  the  interests  of  the  road  that  two  years  after  entering  the  service 
he  was  promoted  foreman,  being  but  seventeen  at  the  time  and  doubtless  the 
youngest  man  on  the  entire  line  to  be  entrusted  with  such  a  responsible  posi¬ 
tion.  He  has  been  with  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  company  con¬ 
tinuously  for  thirty  years,  during  about  twenty-eight  years  of  which  time 
he  has  been  foreman  of  the  Hawkeye  section,  which  extends  six  and  a  half 
miles  north  and  one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  the  town,  the  entire  distance 
of  eight  miles  ranking  among  the  best-kept  sections  on  the  entire  road.  At 
times  he  has  had  charge  of  very  important  work,  requiring  a  large  force 
of  men,  his  gang  in  the  spring  of  1893  averaging  more  than  a  hundred,  a 
number  of  whom  have  been  with  him  on  full  pay  from  the  beginning  of  his 
service  as  a  foreman. 

Mr.  Riley  stands  high  in  the  confidence  of  the  large  corporation  with 
which  he  is  identified  and  his  long  period  of  service  in  the  same  capacity  and 
the  same  place  speaks  volumes  for  his  faithfulness  and  efficiency  as  a  leader 
of  men.  While  deeply  interested  in  his  duty  and  making  it  paramount  to 
everything  else,  he  has  not  been  unmindful  of  the  obligations  which  every  citi¬ 
zen  owes  to  the  community.  To  this  end  he  is  alive  to  all  that  makes  for  the 
growth  and  advancement  of  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  taking'  an  active 
part  in  all  laudable  enterprises  for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men,  and  his  in¬ 
fluence  has  always  been  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral  issue. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  Mr.  Riley  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony  with  Mary  Maguire,  daughter  of  John  and  Bridget  Maguire,  of 
Fayette  county,  the  marriage  resulting  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children  : 
Margaret,  born  July  19,  1888;  Edward,  born  November  15,  1890;  Bessie, 
born  October  5,  1892;  Michael,  born  December  28,  1895;  Viola,  born  Sep¬ 
tember  26,  1901,  all  living  and  with  their  parents,  excepting  Margaret,  who 
married  Ed.  Koeler  in  March,  1909. 

Mr.  Riley  was  reared  a  Catholic  and  has  ever  been  a  true  son  of  the  Holy 
Mother  church,  his  wife  and  children  also  being  communicants.  The  family 
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is  highly  esteemed  in  Hawkeye,  where  Mr.  Riley's  friends  are  as  the  number 
of  his  acquaintances.  Inheriting  many  of  the  characteristics  and  sterling- 
qualities  of  his  nationality,  he  has  become  a  great  favorite  in  social  circles  and 
those  who  know  him  best  speak  most  highly  in  praise  of  his  upright  life  and 
manly  conduct. 


WILLIAM  CROSS. 

Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  has  no  more  progressive  and  public 
spirited  citizen  than  William  Cross,  who  was  born  February  19,  1844,  in 
Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  son  of  Henry  and  Hannah  (Leonard) 
Cross,  the  father  a  native  of  New  Jersey  and  the  mother  of  Scotland,  the 
former  dying  in  1848  and  the  latter  in  October,  1852.  Henry  Cross  was  suc¬ 
cessful  in  his  business  life,  owned  considerable  land  and  was  a  money  lender. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Lydia,  deceased; 
Fannie,  deceased;  Julia  A.,  living  in  Virginia;  S.  B.,  of  Jackson  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  was  in  Company  H,  Ninety-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry;  Simeon, 
who  is  now  deceased,  was  a  teamster  in  the  Union  army  for  two  years ;  Wil¬ 
liam,  of  this  review;  Asher,  Who  died  in  Texas,  was  in  the  Sixteenth  New 
York  Infantry,  later  in  Company  M,  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavalry;  Charles  was 
killed  on  a  railroad  in  Pennsylvania;  the  youngest  child  died  in  infancy. 

William  Cross  received  a  limited  education,  having  attended  school  only 
five  months,  but  he  is  a  well-read  man.  In  the  fall  of  1852  he  went  to  Elmira, 
New  York,  and  in  1854  he  came  to  Dixon,  Illinois,  where  he  farmed  until 

1 86 1 ,  when  he  went  into  the  Union  army,  enlisting  on  September  7,  1861, 
in  Company  B,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  After  being  drilled, 
he  was  sent  to  Shiloh,  Mississippi,  and  was  wounded  in  that  battle,  April  2. 

1862,  having  been  shot  through  the  left  side.  Having  been  left  on  the  field 
for  dead,  he  lay  there  one  night  and  one  day  without  attention,  then  was  taken 
to  a  hospital  in  St.  Louis ;  but  he  recovered  rapidly  and  was  back  in  his  regi¬ 
ment  by  May  16th  following.  He  was  sent  to  Corinth  to  participate  in  the 
siege  there,  later  went  to  Iuka,  Mississippi,  and  was  in  several  other  battles, 
including  those  near  Chattanooga,  also  went  to  Perryville  and  Louisville,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Crab  Orchard,  Lavergne,  Stone  River,  Resaca,  Lookout  Mountain  and 
many  other  battles  and  skirmishes.  He  was  in  front  of  Atlanta  in  1864 ;  after 
remaining  in  Chicago  for  six  weeks,  whither  he  was  sent  on  guard  duty,  he 
reached  home  on  October  31,  1864.  He  then  re-enlisted  in  the  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry  and  was  sent  to  Fairfax  Court  House,  where  he  did  scout  duty.  He 
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went  all  through  Virginia  and  Maryland,  after  Mosby  on  his  famous  raid,  re¬ 
maining  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  in  August,  1865,  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri.  He  was  also  wounded  at  the 
great  battle  of  Stone  River,  December  31,  1863,  and  was  taken  prisoner  and 
held  for  ten  days,  when  he  was  paroled.  In  crossing  the  Cumberland  moun¬ 
tains  he  was  caught  in  a  rope  and  dragged  part  way  down  the  mountainside, 
but  a  comrade  ran  after  him  and  cut  the  rope,  preventing  his  being  literally 
torn  apart.  From  the  effects  of  this  experience  he  has  never  fully  recovered. 
In  spite  of  his  parole,  he  and  a  number  of  comrades  returned  to  the  army  and 
performed  effectual  service,  the  cause  for  their  action  being  that  the  Con¬ 
federates  sent  twelve  thousand  of  their  men  to  the  front  before  being  ex¬ 
changed.  He  made  a  most  faithful  and  gallant  soldier,  according  to  his  com¬ 
rades.  always  at  the  front  and  never  shrinking  from  duty.  In  recognition  of 
his  bravery,  General  Rosecrans  conferred  on  him  the  distinction  of  having  a 
third  button  sewed  on  his  sleeve  as  a  distinguishing  mark.  This  intention 
was  vetoed  by  the  war  department,  but  the  recognition  was  a  source  of  much 
gratification  to  Mr.  Cross. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Cross  spent  one  year  in  Whiteside  county,  and  one 
year  in  Lee  county,  Illinois,  and  he  came  to  West  Union  where  he  remained 
for  four  years.  He  then  moved  to  Center  township,  and  bought  eighty  acres, 
remaining  seventeen  years  in  that  township.  Then  selling  out  there,  he,  in 
1888,  moved  to  Smithfield  township  in  section  3,  buying  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres. 

Mr.  Cross  was  first  married  in  Illinois,  on  February  15,  1866,  to  Hannah 
Carse,  who  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent;  she  died  in  1895  and  he  married,  some¬ 
time  thereafter,  Ellen  M.  Hotchkiss,  of  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Maria  (Crandall)  Hotchkiss,  the  father  a  native  of  Chenango  county,  New 
York,  where  the  mother  was  also  born.  They  grew  to  maturity  and  married 
there,  and  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  May  19,  1856,  and  settled  in  Center 
township  on  wild  land  which  they  transformed  into  a  good  farm,  and  there 
Mr.  Hotchkiss  lived  until  his  death,  in  February,  1903  ;  his  widow  is  still  living 
on  the  old  place,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years.  Mr. 
Hotchkiss  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  highly  proficient  in  the  same.  He 
and  his  fvife  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Mary  is  the  wife  of 
Frank  Dewey,  living  in  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county;  Charles  is  single  and 
is  living  on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother ;  Sarah  J.  married  Henry 
Sidler,  of  Oran  township,  Fayette  county ;  Ellen  M.  is  the  wife  of  William 
Cross,  of  this  review. 
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Mr.  Cross  has  become  the  father  of  the  following  children :  Fannie, 
widow  of  Harvey  Applen,  lives  at  Seymour,  Iowa,  and  is  the  mother  of  three 
children;  Joe  is  living  in  the  state  of  Washington;  William,  who  married 
Effie  Neffin,  lives  in  Oakland,  Iowa;  Lizzie  B.  married  J.  C.  Campbell,  of 
Nebraska;  John,  who  married  Nellie  Perkins,  lives  in  Oakland,  Iowa;  Asher, 
who  is  single,  is  living  in  Omaha,  Nebraska;  Roy,  who  married  Bessie  Van¬ 
meter,  is  living  at  Oakland,  Iowa;  Pearl  and  Ruby  are  both  living  at  home; 
Sarah,  the  fifth  child  in  order  of  birth,  married  William  Rogers,  of  Perry, 
South  Dakota. 

Mr.  Cross  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic 
post  at  Randalia,  Iowa,  but  he  now  belongs  to  Warner  Post  No.  46,  Fayette, 
Iowa.  He  was  commander  of  the  post  for  three  years  and  he  has  held  all  the 
other  offices.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and  has  held  some  of  the  town¬ 
ship  offices,  always  with  credit  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.- 

Mr.  Cross  has  a  fine  farm,  well  improved  and  which  he  has  kept  carefully 
tilled.  He  has  been  very  successful  raising  stock,  being  a  breeder  of  registered 
Polled-Angus  cattle,  draft  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He  has  devoted 
his  entire  life  to  farming  and,  having  made  a  success,  has  retired,  having  been 
living  quietly  at  his  pleasant  home  for  some  time.  He  is  well  known  and  has 
many  warm  friends  throughout  the  county.  He  has  had  some  hair-raising- 
experiences  and  narrow  escapes  from  death.  In  1891,  he  was  attacked  by  a 
vicious  steer  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  actions  of  his  faithful  dog  he  would 
have  been  killed. 


WILLIAM  BILLMEYER. 

Realizing  the  fact  that  persistent  industry  constitutes  the  basis  of  suc¬ 
cess,  William  Billmeyer,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Auburn  township,  Fayette 
county,  sought  no  royal  road  to  the  goals  of  which  he  dreamed  when  a  youth, 
but  began  to  work  earnestly  and  diligently  in  order  to  advance  himself,  and 
the  result  is  that  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  progressive,  successful  and 
influential  agriculturists  of  this  locality.  He  comes  of  a  sterling  old  family 
of  the  Keystone  state,  he  himself  having  been  born  in  Northunberland 
county,  Pennsylvania,  April  11,  1847,  but  most  of  his  long  and  useful  life 
has  been  spent  in  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  whither  he  came 
when  a  lad  and  where  he  grew  to  maturity,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  is  the  son  of  Ellis  and  Matilda  (Berdine)  Billmeyer, 
both  natives  of  Northumberland  countv,  Pennsvlvania,  the  former  born  in 
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April,  1827,  of  German  ancestry.  Mrs.  Billmeyer,  born  in  1826,  was  one  of 
three  children,  and  was  left  an  orphan  at  a  very  early  age.  They  were  both 
reared  on  farms.  Ellis  Billmeyer  learned  the  milling  business,  but  gave  it  up 
on  account  of  the  dust,  and  mastered  next  the  cabinetmaker’s  trade,  later 
taking  up  the  trade  of  sawyer  for  his  father  and  followed  that  for  a  number 
of  years.  He  purchased  the  home  farpn  at  his  father’s  death,  also  the  saw- 
and  grist-mill,  etc.,  and  conducted  them  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1855 
they  sold  out  in  Pennsylvania  and  moved  to  Ft.  Atkinson,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Billmeyer  took  up  a  homestead,  but  he  remained  there  only  five  months, 
moving  to  Auburn,  Fayette  county,  in  the  fall  of  1855,  where  he  worked  in  a 
saw-mill  as  a  hired  hand  for  one  hundred  days  that  year.  In  the  spring  of 
1856  he  bought  forty  acres  of  timber  land  in  section  27,  Auburn  township, 
where  his  son,  William  of  this  review,  lives  at  present.  The  senior  Bill¬ 
meyer  built  a  saw-mill  on  the  forty  acres  and  began  sawing  lumber  for  the 
market,  operating  the  mill  until  1893  when  he  sold  to  his  son,  Charles,  who 
operated  it  until  about  1902,  when  he  sold  out  and  engaged  exclusively  in 
farming.  The  elder  Mr.  Billmeyer  from  time  to  time  added  to  his  first  pur¬ 
chase  of  forty  acres,  at  one  time  owning  four  hundred  acres,  principally 
timber,  but  a  large  portion  of  this  was  eventually  cleared  and  his  sons  farmed 
the  land. 

Politically,  Mr.  Billmeyer  was  a  Republican  and  was  a  faithful  worker 
for  his  party,  though  he  never  desired  or  sought  public  office.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows.  He  was  public  spirited  and  friendly  toward  churches  and 
schools.  The  death  of  this  excellent  citizen  occurred  on  April  18,  1898,  his 
wife  having  preceded  him  to  the  silent  land  on  April  9,  1887,  leaving  eight 
children,  two  daughters  having  died  young.  Those  living  at  present  are, 
William,  of  this  review;  Ella,  wife  of  Andrew  Wilson,  of  Hawkeye,  this 
county;  Emma,  wife  of  Herbert  Hall,  living  at  Auburn;  Lyclia,  the  wife  of 
Allen  Desent,  living  in  Dover  township,  this  county;  Josephine,  the  wife  of 
David  Musser,  of  Auburn  township ;  Rittie,  the  wife  of  Samuel  Musser,  of 
Auburn,  Auburn  township;  Charlie  lives  in  Auburn  township,  adjoining  the 
home  farm ;  Clara,  the  wife  of  William  Dwello,  of  Granville,  North  Dakota. 
Ellis  Billmeyer  was  twice  married,  his  last  wife  being  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
(Ostrander)  Miles,  whom  he  espoused  in  April,  1890;  she  was  born  in  New 
York  state,  and  at  present  she  resides  in  Omaha,  Nebraska. 

William  Billmeyer  remained  on  the  home  place,  assisting  his  father  with 
the  general  work  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  continued  to 
live  with  his  father,  but  worked  for  himself  until  the  age  of  thirty-five  years. 
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He  bought  five  acres  of  timbered  land  in  section  34,  this  township,  which  he 
cleared;  he  added  more  land  to  this  from  time  to  time,  clearing  it,  until  he 
now  has  a  very  valuable  and  well  improved  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  all 
cleared  but  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Fourteen  acres  are  in  section  27, 
and  twenty-two  acres  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  old  homestead.  He  also 
owns  eighty  acres  in  sections  25,  26  and  35.  He  has  devoted  his  life  to  clear¬ 
ing  and  farming  his  land  and  he  has  been  very  successful  and  owns  a  good 
comfortable  home.  He  has  made  all  this  himself,  having  received  practically 
no  aid  from  anyone.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  held 
office. 

Mr.  Billmeyer  was  married  on  April  22,  1883,  to  Ellen  Bopp,  who  was 
born  in  Eden  township,  this  county,  August  4,  1855,  and  is  the  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Margaret  (Smith)  Bopp.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billmeyer  are  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are, 
Mabel  L.,  wife  of  Felix  Pickworth,  living  in  Carthage,  Missouri;  she  was 
born  February  23,  1884;  her  husband  is  the  son  of  Felix  Pickworth,  chap¬ 
lain  of  the  Iowa  State  Reformatory  for  the  past  twelve  years.  Alma  Edna 
was  born  May  6,  1890;  Margaret  M.  is  the  wife  of  Clare  Shepard,  living  at 
Mason  City,  Iowa,  was  born  December  4,  1891 ;  Anna  Elizabeth,  born  Septem¬ 
ber  12,  1893;  William  E.,  Jr.,  born  August  5,  1898. 


GUS  GUNDERSON. 

\\  hether  the  elements  of  success  in  life  are  innate  attributes  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual  or  whether  they  are  quickened  by  a  process  of  circumstantial  develop¬ 
ment,  it  is  impossible  to  clearly  determine.  Yet  the  study  of  a  successful  life, 
whatever  the  field  of  endeavor,  is  none  the  less  interesting  and  profitable  by 
reason  of  the  existence  of  this  same  uncertainty.  So  much  in  excess  of  those 
of  successes  are  the  records  of  failure  or  semi-failures,  that  one  is  constrained 
to  attempt  an  analysis  in  either  case  and  to  determine  the  measure  of  causation 
in  an  approximate  way.  But  in  studying  the  life  history  of  the  well  known 
resident  and  popular  citizen  of  Elgin,  Fayette  county,  whose  name  forms  the 
caption  of  this  article,  we  find  many  qualities  in  his  makeup  that  always  gain 
done,  which  has  resulted  in  a  life  of  good  to  others  as  well  as  large  success  and 
definite  success  in  any  career  if  properly  directed,  as  his  has  evidently  been 
a  comfortable  competence  for  himself. 

Gus  Gunderson,  president  of  the  Elgin  Savings  Bank,  at  Elgin,  Iowa, 
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and  one  of  the  most  substantial  and  influential  business  men  in  the  northern 
part  of  Fayette  county,  is  a  descendant  of  a  Norwegian  family,  as  his  name 
would  indicate,  though  he  is  a  native  of  the  locality  which  he  now  honors  with 
his  citizenship,  having  been  born  in  Fayette  county  on  August  31,  1859.  He 
is  the  son  of  Eliff  and  Johanna  Gunderson,  both  born  in  Norway,  where  they 
grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated  and  where  they  were  married.  They 
came  to  America  in  1858,  and  after  a  long  and  tedious  voyage  across  the  great 
ocean  between  these  two  countries  and  scarcely  less  prolix  journey  across  half 
of  our  continent,  finally  landed  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  at  Clermont, 
in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county.  There  the  father  became  well  estab¬ 
lished,  being  a  business  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability,  especially  able  in 
the  management  of  a  farm.  He  accumulated  here  between  four  and  five  hun¬ 
dred  acres  of  valuable  land  and  became  a  man  of  influence  in  his  community,, 
of  which  he  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  general  farmers  for  many 
years,  and  he  was  a  man  whom  his  neighbors  held  in  the  highest  respect  owing 
to  his  life  of  industry,  honesty  and  sobriety.  There  were  ten  children  in  his 
family. 

Gus  Gunderson,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
his  native  community  and  assisted  with  the  work  on  the  home  farm  during  the 
crop  seasons  and  he  began  life  as  a  farmer,  but,  ascertaining  that  his  true  bent 
lay  along  business  lines,  he  entered  the  mercantile  field  at  Elgin,  which  he 
followed  until  1899  with  very  gratifying  success  from  the  first,  having  enjoyed 
a  very  liberal  patronage  during  that  period  and  establishing  a  lasting  reputa¬ 
tion  for  keen  discernment  in  business,  fairness  in  all  his  dealings  with  his  fellow 
men  and  a  desire  to  see  others  prosper  at  the  same  time  he  was  advancing  his 
own  interests.  This,  of  course,  inspired  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the 
people  of  this  community,  and  when  he  entered  the  implement  business  in  the 
year  mentioned  above  his  old  customers  proved  their  loyalty  and  friendship 
by  turning  their  trade  and  their  influence  to  him,  and  he  prospered  in  this  line 
of  endeavor,  which  he  followed  until  1907..  Then,  realizing  the  long  existent 
need  of  a  banking  institution  in  this  thriving  vicinity,  he  set  about  organizing 
the  Elgin  Savings  Bank  and  became  its  president,  which  responsible  position 
he  still  worthily  retains  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  patrons  and  all  con¬ 
cerned,  having  built  up  one  of  the  most  popular  and  soundest  banking  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  county,  which  is  rapidly  growing  in  prestige  and  importance. 

Having  long  taken  an  abiding  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  village  of 
Elgin  and  the  general  advancement  of  this  community,  Mr.  Gunderson  has 
aided  very  materially  in  all  movements  calculated  to  be  of  general  interest  and 
for  the  uplift  of  this  vicinity,  sparing  neither  means  nor  time  in  his  efforts  to 
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foster  movements  having  for  their  object  the  general  good.  He  has  held  all 
the  offices  of  the  village  and  is  now  one  of  the  county  supervisors,  very  faith¬ 
fully  discharging  his  duties  in  all  positions  of  public  trust.  Politically,  he  is 
a  Republican  and  in  religious  matters  is  a  Lutheran,  being  a  liberal  supporter 
of  the  local  church. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Gunderson  dates  from  1892,  when  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Lizzie  Kittelson,  a  lady  of  education  and  culture  and  the 
representative  of  an  excellent  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gunderson  are  popular 
with  the  best  social  circles  of  the  county. 


FREDERICK  GEORGE  BURKHART. 

The  popular  and  well  known  village  marshal  and  street  commissioner  of 
Hawkeye,  Frederick  G.  Burkhart,  is  a  native  of  Kendall  county,  Illinois, 
born  in  the  town  of  Oswego,  on  the  29th  day  of  March,  1850.  His  parents, 
Leonard  and  Margaretta  (Brunemeyer)  Burkhart,  were  born  in  Bavaria, 
Germany,  but  came  to  America  when  young  and  were  married  in  Oswego, 
Illinois,  near  which  place  they  resided  for  a  number  of  years.  Frederick  G. 
Burkhart  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  on  a  farm  near  the  above  town  and 
remained  there  until  his  twenty-third  year,  in  the  meantime  attending  the 
public  schools  as  opportunities  afforded  and  after  attaining  his  majority, 
looking  after  his  own  interests  as  well  as  those  of  his  parents.  In  1873, 
when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  A.  Rhuta- 
sel,  of  Aurora,  Illinois,  born  July  3,  1854,  and  five  years  later  they  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  a  tract  of  prairie  land  in  Banks  town¬ 
ship,  which  in  due  time  he  reduced  to  cultivation  and  converted  into  a  very 
valuable  farm.'  After  living  fourteen  years  on  the  place  and  bringing  it  to  a 
high  state  of  tillage,  he  sold  it,  and  in  1892  moved  to  Hawkeye,  where,  in 
partnership  with  Chris  Burkhart  and  T.  L.  Hinz,  he  helped  incorporate  the 
Burkhart  &  Hinz  Mercantile  Company,  subsequently  succeeding  Mr.  Hinz 
and  continuing  with  the  enterprise  until  the  failure  of  the  company,  about 
one  year  later. 

About  1869  Mr.  Burkbart  engaged  in  the  threshing  of  grain  upon  quite 
an  extensive  scale  and  for  forty  years  devoted  considerable  attention  to  that 
line  of  work,  operating  at  times  as  many  as  nine  machines,  which  did  a  very 
large  and  successful  business,  although  there  were  always  more  demands  for 
his  services  each  year  than  he  could  possibly  meet.  He  earned  a  wide  repu- 
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tation  as  a  thresher  in  northeastern  Iowa  and  other  parts  of  the  state,  his 
machinery  being  of  the  latest  and  most  approved  kinds  and  his  services  were 
always  eminently  satisfactory.  In  1894  he  was  elected  marshal  of  Hawkeye, 
which  office  he  held  two  years  and  filled  the  office  again  at  different  times 
until  1910,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  another.  He  also  discharged  the  duties 
of  street  commissioner,  filling  both  positions  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  people  of  the  town.  His  long  service  as  marshal  speaks 
well  for  his  high  standing  with  the  public  and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  while 
he  looked  after  the  peace  of  the  town  the  laws  were  more  strictly  enforced 
than  ever  before,  offenders  and  criminals  giving  the  place  a  wide  berth.  Mr. 
Burkhart  made  his  name  a  terror  to  evil-doers  and  under  his  careful  sur¬ 
veillance  Hawkeye  became  one  of  the  most  quiet  and  law  respecting  cities  of 
its  size  in  the  state.  He  discharged  his  duties  fearlessly  and  impartially,  not 
only  as  a  peace  officer  but  also  in  the  matter  of  the  streets,  which  hav"'  been 
greatly  improved  since  he  became  street  commissioner.  Fraternally,  he  is 
an  Odd  Fellow,  holding  membership  with  Relief  Lodge  No.  138,  at  Hawkeye, 
of  which  he  is  secretary,  and  is  otherwise  interested  in  social  and  benevolent 
affairs,  being  ever  ready  to  help  a  fellow  man  in  need  and  never  turning  a 
deaf  ear  to  the  cry  of  suffering  or  distress. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkhart  have  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz :  Ed  G.,  a 
farmer  of  Banks  township;  Arthur  C.,  a  graduate  of  the  School  of  Phar¬ 
macy  at  Des  Moines  and  for  some  time  past  engaged  in  the  drug  business  in 
Hawkeye;  Roy,  an  expert  electrician,  graduating  from  the  State  Agricultural 
College  in  1909  and  now  holding  the  position  of  electrical  engineer  at 
W aukon,  this  state ;  Elmer  Henry,  who  was  graduated  from  the  Hawkeye 
high  school  in  1909,  is  still  with  his  parents;  the  daughter,  Nora  E.,  who  is 
also  a  high  school  graduate,  is  the  wife  of  Ralph  Hecht,  D.  D.  S.,  of  Hawk- 
eye.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burkhart  are  surrounded  by  their  children  and  live  a 
happy  and  contented  life.  He  lives  retired  and  enjoys  life,  being  a  very  pleas¬ 
ant  gentleman  to  meet.  He  has  a  beautiful  home,  over  which  his  wife,  one  of 
Fayette  county’s  best  ladies,  presides  and  make  all  welcome  who  call. 


EPHRAIM  B.  SHAW. 

Prominent  in  banking  circles  and,  in  fact,  all  relations  of  life  in  Fayette 
county  for  many  years,  Ephraim  B.  Shaw,  now  gone  to  his  reward,  is  deserv¬ 
ing  of  specific  mention  in  this  connection,  for  he  was  formerly  the  popular 
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cashier  of  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank,  and  treasurer  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings  Bank,  of  West  Union,  and  was  a  leader  in  financial  affairs  in 
this  community.  He  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  November  24,  1842, 
and  was  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Eleanor  (Bell)  Shaw,  the  father  a  native  of 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  on  September  13,  1820;  he  was 
of  German  descent  by  several  generations  remote.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Hartford  county,  Maryland,  February  14,  1820. 

Ephraim  B.  Shaw  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  Hanover,  Ohio, 
and  when  twenty  years  of  age  he  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  the 
Union  army,  October  2,  1862,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G,  Twenty- 
first  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  until  September  1,  1863. 
He  took  part  in  the  great  battle  of  Stone  River  and  other  minor  engage¬ 
ments.  Upon  returning  from  the  army,  he  attended  school  awhile,  then 
began  teaching,  which  he  followed  two  terms.  Later  he  was  employed  as 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  store  in  Hanover.  Following  the  tide  of  emigration 
westward  in  1867,  he  located  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  secured  a  posi¬ 
tion  as  salesman  with  Thomas  &  McMaster,  general  merchants,  and  in  Janu¬ 
ary,  1871,  was  employed  by  S.  B.  Zeigler  as  cashier  of  the  Fayette  County 
Bank,  which  position  he  filled  until  that  institution  was  merged  into  the 
Fayette  County  National  Bank,  in  August,  1872,  when  he  became  teller  of  the 
new  bank.  In  1878  he  was  promoted  to  be  assistant  cashier,  and  on  April 
15,  1886,  succeeded  to  the  position  of  cashier,  which  he  continued  to  fill  until 
chosen  to  the  position  of  United  States  bank  examiner  in  1906,  which  im¬ 
portant  post  he  filled  with  credit  to  himself  and  with  satisfaction  to  all  con¬ 
cerned. 

On  October  14,  1872,  Mr.  Shaw  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah 
E.  Dickey,  in  West  Union.  She  was  born  in  Venango,  Crawford  county, 
Pennsylvania,  August  25,  1854,  and  is  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Dickey, 
of  Minneapolis.  Two  children  were  born  to  this  union:  Claude  H.,  born 
February  5,  1874,  died  September  2,  1881 ;  E.  Blanche  was  born  February 
15,  1876,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Carl  Evans,  a  merchant  in  West  Union. 

Religiously,  Mr.  Shaw  was  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and 
politically  he  was  a  Republican,  though  he  was  not  an  office-seeker  and  took 
little  interest  in  politics.  He  was  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  with  the 
rank  of  Knight  Templar,  belonging  to  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch 
Masons,  and  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar.  He  was  a 
member  of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  these  he  was  a  member  of  all  the  mutual  insurance  companies  repre¬ 
sented  in  West  Union. 
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Mr.  Shaw  was  known  as  an  act  we,  enterprising  business  man,  competent 
and  faithful  in  the  responsible  positions  which  he  filled,  and  as  a  neighbor 
and  friend,  genial,  kind,  reliable  and  trustworthy.  He  was  summoned  to  his 
reward  when  away  from  home  on  business  in  connection  with  his  duties  as 
bank  examiner,  at  Carrollton,  Iowa,  November  12,  1908.  His  widow  and  a 
daughter,  Mrs.  Evans,  reside  at  the  old  home  in  West  Union,  where  they 
enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances. 


LEANDER  L.  ADAMS. 

Among  the  highly  honored  and  well  remembered  citizens  of  Fayette 
county  of  a  past  generation  who  are  now  sleeping  the  sleep  of  the  just,  hav¬ 
ing  left  behind  them  an  inheritance  of  which  their  descendants  and  friends 
might  well  be  proud,  was  Leander  L.  Adams,  a  man  whose  reputation  was 
above  reproach  and  who  always  did  what  he  could  in  furthering  the  interests 
of  others.  He  was  born  in  Mansfield,  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  Janu¬ 
ary  18,  1834,  and  he  was  the  son  of  Albygence  and  Diana  (Latin)  Adams, 
the  father  born  in  Otsego  county,  New  York,  in  1801,  of  English  parentage; 
the  mother  was  born  in  1799,  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  of  Scotch  parent¬ 
age.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter,  Leander  L. 
being  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth.  When  a  young  man  he  left  his  na¬ 
tive  state  and  went  to  Wisconsin,  and  from  there  to  California  in  1856,  re¬ 
turning  to  Iowa  in  1858,  and  the  following  year  took  up  his  residence  in 
Illinois.  On  August  15,  1862,  he  proved  his  loyalty  to  his  country  by  enlist¬ 
ing  in  Company  B,  Seventy-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  in  the  Army  of  Tennessee,  participating  in  the  battle  of  Perry- 
ville,  Kentucky,  and  then  went  with  the  regiment  to  Nashville,  Tennessee. 
He  then  enlisted  under  the  provisions  of  general  orders  from  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  which  authorized  recruiting  for  the  marine  service  for  volunteers,  and 
he  became  a  member  of  the  First  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade.  He  was  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  on  the  United  States  steamer  “Baldic,”  on  which  he  served 
with  much  credit  from  March  11,  1863,  to  January  24,  1865.  under  command 
of  Commodore  Porter,  with  the  squadrons  above  Vicksburg  doing  patrol  duty. 
The  first  engagement  in  which  he  participated  as  a  marine  was  at  Duck  creek, 
on  the  Tennessee  river,  then  at  Goodrich  Landing,  Greensville.  Mississippi ; 
Richmond,  Arkansas;  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  Fort  De  Russa  on  the  Red 
River  expedition  under  General  Banks.  Returning  to  the  Mississippi  river, 
(67) 
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they  went  down  to  New  Orleans  and  had  a  fight  at  Bayou  Sara,  followed  by 
a  full  day’s  engagement  at  Old  River  Lake,  in  Arkansas,  and  the  battles  of 
Grand  Gulf  and  Haines'  Bluff.  Upon  receiving  his  discharge  from  the 
service,  Mr.  Adams  returned  to  Illinois,  and  for  two  seasons  following  he 
was  employed  on  the  Mississippi  river  from  Stillwater,  Minnesota,  to  St. 
Louis. 

On  January  1,  1867,  Mr.  Adams  came  to  Maynard,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  and  here  made  his  home  until  his  death.  In  June,  1855,  he  had  entered 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land,  and  after  1867  devoted  his 
time  to  its  cultivation,  becoming  well  established  as  a  general  farmer. 

On  February  7,  1869,  Mr.  Adams  was  married  to  Rebecca  Cline,  who 
was  born  in  Washington  county,  Ohio,  February  22,  1848,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Phoebe  (Gray)  Cline,  the  former  born  at  Bank’s 
Station,  Virginia,  April  1,  1815,  and  the  latter  in  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
November  11,  1822.  They  were  married  on  December  5,  1839,  and  in  1850 
moved  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  and  to  Fayette  county  in  1856.  They  be¬ 
came  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Adams  being  the  third 
child  in  order  of  birth.  Her  mother  died  April  1 1,  1888,  and  the  father  joined 
her  in  the  silent  land  four  days  later,  April  15th. 

The  mother  of  Leander  L.  Adams  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1845  and  about 

1859  the  father,  Albvgence  Adams,  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Otsego 
county,  New  York,  where  he  died  in  1867  and  was  buried  in  the  family  bury- 
ing-ground  at  Hartwiek,  New  York,  where  several  generations  of  the  Adams 
family  are  buried. 

Mr.  Adams  traveled  a  great  deal,  seeing  much  of  the  world,  both  as  a 
soldier  and  as  a  civilian,  and  he  was  a  keen  observer.  He  was  a  well  in¬ 
formed  man  and  a  good  conversationalist.  At  the  presidential  election  of 

1860  Mr.  Adams  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  and  then  supported  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party  until  1872  when  he  again  became  a  Republican  and  remained  one 
of  the  party’s  stanchest  advocates.  In  religion  he  and  Mrs.  Adams  were 
both  liberal  in  their  views ;  they  always  lived  honest,  honorable,  upright  lives, 
believed  that  religion  consisted  chiefly  in  one’s  everyday  acts  of  kindness,  etc., 
to  their  neighbors.  Mr.  Adams  was  a  man  who,  by  his  genial  disposition  and 
gentlemanly  deportment  through  life,  won  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact.  He  was  an  influential  member  of  Rey¬ 
nolds  Post  No.  47,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  He,  like  his  forefathers, 
was  a  very  patriotic  man.  His  grandfather  was  a  captain  in  the  patriot  army 
in  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  death  of  Leander  L.  Adams  occurred  July 
22,  1905,  honored  and  respected  by  all.  Mrs.  Adams,  who  enjoys  the  esteem 
of  a  host  of  friends,  is  living  at  the  old  home  in  Mavnard. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Ida 
A.,  widow  of  Irving  Miner,  of  Harlan  township,  was  born  January  13,  1870, 
and  now  lives  in  Fayette;  she  has  two  children  living,  Paul  and  Ruth  Miner, 
aged  eleven  and  eight,  respectively.  Nettie  L.  Adams  married  F.  Kiel,  of 
Smithfield  township,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work. 
Estella  C.  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Talcott,  and  lives  at  Marcus,  Cherokee  county, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Talcott  has  held  a  position  of  bookkeeper  in  a  bank  for  the 
past  six  years.  Mrs.  Talcott  was  born  July  15,  1872.  Henry  L.  Adams, 
well  known  as  state  senator,  was  born  November  28,  1875. 


REV.  FRANK  BOEDING. 

The  story  of  the  work  of  Catholic  priests  in  the  opening  settlement  and 
upbuilding  of  the  west  has  often  been  told.  In  fact,  it  is  a  main  feature  of  the 
history  of  the  period.  To  tell  of  “The  Winning  of  the  West,"  with  the 
priests  left  out,  would  be  like  omitting  the  most  vital  chapters.  They  were 
especially  conspicuous  in  missionary  work,  for  which  they  have  a  natural 
aptitude  and  training.  Give  a  priest  a  little  shanty  somewhere,  with  two  or 
three  members  to  listen  to  him,  and  in  a  few  years  that  neighborhood  re¬ 
ports  a  flourishing  church,  with  a  live  membership,  good  school,  necessary 
buildings  to  accommodate  the  workers  and  all  the  other  adjuncts  of  a  pros¬ 
perous  religious  community.  There  will  be  Sunday  school  classes  of  course, 
and  most  likely  a  flourishing  parochial  school.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the 
priest,  who  is  always  a  busy  man,  will  find  time  to  establish  missions  in  other 
localities  and  do  much  mission  work.  This  story,  in  brief,  has  been  repeated 
in  thousands  of  communities  throughout  the  Northwest,  where  the  priests 
and  their  congregations  are  always  regarded  as  valuable  additions  to  the  life 
of  the  place.  With  this  brief  preface  we  will  now  proceed  to  give  a  few 
notes  of  the  life  and  work  of  Rev.  Frank  Boeding,  the  popular  priest  of  St. 
Lucas  in  Fayette  county.  He  was  born  in  Neuenkirchen,  province  of  West¬ 
phalia,  Germany,  September  4,  1853.  His  parents  were  Conrad  and  Mary 
(Freise)  Boeding,  also  natives  of  Westphalia,  and  people  of  humble  circum¬ 
stances  so  far  as  this  world’s  goods  are  concerned.  In  early  childhood  Frank 
attended  school  near  his  home,  but  in  1865  entered  a  classical  school  in  Rit- 
berg,  where  he  spent  six  years.  The  two  years,  1871-3,  he  spent  at  Paderborn, 
followed  by  a  course  of  two  years  at  the  University  of  Muenster.  In  1875  Mr. 
Boeding  left  his  native  land  for  the  United  States,  where  he  completed  his 
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studies  at  various  institutions  in  Milwaukee,  Dubuque  and  Montreal.  At 
the  latter  he  was  ordained  a  priest,  December  22,  1877,  and  his  first  appoint¬ 
ment  was  to  the  Catholic  church  in  Guttenberg,  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  This 
charge  he  left  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1882,  for  St.  Lucas,  with  which 
place  he  has  since  been  identified.  His  duties  required  him  to  attend  the 
Catholic  mission  at  Fort  Atkinson  and  for  fifteen  years  in  similar  work  at 
Ciesco.  There  are  now  resident  priests  at  both  of  these  places.  Following 
is  a  summary  of  Father  Boeding’s  work  during  his  pastorate:  In  1883  an 
addition  was  built  to  the  church;  in  1891  a  new  residence  was  erected;  in 
1894  two  school  rooms  were  added;  in  1905  an  addition  of  a  chapel  and  of 
two  school  rooms  and  an  addition  to  the  boarding  house  were  the  much 
needed  improvements.  Over  one  hundred  families  left  the  parish  for  the 
west,  but  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  families  still  remain  despite  the  heavy 
drain.  The  members  consist  of  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six  souls,  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-three  men,  one  hundred  and  forty-three  women,  three  hun¬ 
dred  and  three  boys  and  two  hundred  and  seventy-seven  girls.  It  will  be 
seen  that  Father  Boeding's  life  has  been  a  busy  one  and  that  he  has  done 
much  for  the  uplifting  of  the  community,  morally,  socially  and  in  every  way 
that  leads  to  good  citizenship. 


CHARLES  W.  GOSSE. 

Prominent  among  the  enterprising  farmers  and  public  spirited  citizens  of 
Fayette  county  is  Charles  W.  Gosse,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  but  since  the  year 
1889  a  worthy  resident  of  Jefferson  township  and  a  man  whom  to  know  is  to 
esteem  and  honor.  His  father,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Charles  Gosse, 
was  born  in  Germany,  but  came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and 
settled  in  Wisconsin,  where  he  subsequently  married  Miss  Luloff,  who  bore 
him  seven  children,  namely:  Bertha,  wife  of  William  Metzmeier,  of  Inde¬ 
pendence,  Iowa;  Fred,  for  twenty-eight  years  a  trusted  employe  of  the  Chicago 
Street  Railroad  Company;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Moses  Reynolds,  also  a  resident 
of  that  city;  Louise,  wife  of  Charles  Krapa,  of  Nora  Springs,  Iowa;  Charles 
W.,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  and  Frank,  a  teacher  in  the  public 
schools  of  Toledo,  Ohio.  The  mother  of  these  children  dying  in  1873,  Mr. 
Gosse  afterwards  married  Augusta  Draeger,  by  whom  he  had  the  following 
children :  August,  a  farmer  of  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county ;  Martha, 
who  lives  in  Michigan;  William,  a  resident  of  Buchanan  county,  a  farmer  by 
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occupation;  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  at  Oelwein;  Emiel, 
of  Buchanan  county,  and  Minnie,  wife  of  Philo  Rogers,  of  St.  Joseph,  Mis¬ 
souri. 

In  1868  Mr.  Gosse,  senior,  moved  his  family  to  Iowa  and,  settling  ten 
miles  southwest  of  Independence,  purchased  land  and  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising.  He  was  a  reputable  citizen,  a  worthy  member  of  the  Lutheran 
church  and  departed  this  life  in  1879;  his  widow,  who  survived  him,  is  still 
living  near  Independence  on  the  place  which  he  originally  purchased  and  im¬ 
proved. 

Charles  W.  Gosse,  the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  Sheboygan 
county,  Wisconsin,  April  11,  1868,  and  when  quite  young  was  brought  to 
Iowa  by  his  parents.  He  spent  his  early  life  in  Black  Hawk  county  and  at 
the  age  of  eleven  years  was  practically  left  an  orphan,  from  which  time  on  he 
was  obliged  to  rely  upon  his  own  resources  for  a  livelihood.  He  first  found 
employment  as  a  farm  laborer  in  the  above  county  and  continued  in  that  capac¬ 
ity  until  1889,  when  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  where  he  was  similarly  en¬ 
gaged  during  the  two  and  a  half  years  ensuing.  On  November  1,  1891,  he 
was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Minnie  Schwartz,  daughter  of 
Frederick  Schwartz,  a  pioneer  settler  of  this  county,  and  immediately  there¬ 
after  set  up  his  domestic  establishment  on  a  farm,  which  for  a  period  of  four 
years  he  cultivated  as  a  renter.  In  the  meantime,  by  industry  and  excellent 
management,  he  succeeded  in  saving  sufficient  means  to  purchase  land  of  his 
own,  which  he  did  in  1905,  investing  in  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  section  12, 
Jefferson  township,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  to  which  he  sub¬ 
sequently  added  sixty-four  acres  in  section  3,  the  two  tracts  making  a  farm 
which  in  point  of  fertility  and  productiveness  is  unsurpassed  by  any  like  area 
in  the  township. 

Mr.  Gosse  has  made  many  valuable  improvements  on  his  place  and  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil  is  progressive  and  enterprising,  being  up  to  date  in  all  mat¬ 
ters  relating  to  agriculture  and  as  a  stock-raiser  he  keeps  abreast  of  the  time, 
devoting  considerable  attention  to  cattle,  hogs  and  horses,  besides  adding 
very  materially  to  his  income  by  conducting  a  first-class  dairy  business.  In 
all  of  his  undertakings  his  success  has  been  most  gratifying  and  he  occupies 
today  a  prominent  place  among  the  enterprising  citizens  and  agriculturists  of 
the  community,  wielding  a  strong  influence  on  the  right  side  of  every  moral 
issue  and  giving  his  support  and  encouragement  to  all  measures  having  for 
their  object  the  advancement  of  the  community  and  the  benefit  of  his  fellow 
men.  Mr.  Gosse  votes  with  the  Democratic  party  and  in  religion  belongs  with 
his  family  to  the  Lutheran  church.  His  home  is  in  many  respects  a  model 
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and,  believing  in  using  the  good  things  of  this  world  to  wise  and  beneficent 
ends,  he  has  not  been  sparing  in  adding  to  its  beauty  and  attractiveness. 

Beginning  life  in  humble  circumstances  and  having  always  been  obliged 
to  rely  upon  himself,  his  success  in  overcoming  a  discouraging  environment 
and  advancing  to  his  present  position  of  independence  indicates  the  possession 
of  well  balanced  intelligence,  mature  judgment  and  the  ability  to  mould 
conditions  to  suit  his  purposes.  By  his  first  marriage,  which  is  noted  in  a 
preceding  paragraph,  he  had  five  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows : 
Charles  Frederick,  Arthur  Emil,  Dora  Minnie,  Fritz  Richard  and  Herbert  Au¬ 
gust  Fritz.  His  wife  dying  March  9,  1902,  on  November  23d,  of  the  following- 
year,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Theresa  Foeb,  daughter  of  Valentine 
Foeb,  of  Black  Hawk  county,  the  union  being  blessed  with  four  offspring, 
viz:  Walter  Henry,  Esther  Minnie  Marie,  August  Henry,  and  Willie 
Julius  Valentine. 


TAMES  SPENCE. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  the  biographer  writes  in  this  connection  is  an 
American  by  adoption,  being  a  native  of  county  Down,  Ireland,  where  he  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  on  November  5,  1862.  His  parents,  John  and  Mary  C. 
(Stephenson)  Spence,  were  also  born  in  that  country,  as  were  their  ancestors 
for  many  generations,  both  branches  of  the  family  being  well  known  through¬ 
out  their  native  county  and  highly  esteemed  for  sterling  qualities  of  manhood 
and  womanhood.  John  and  Mary  Spence  had  seven  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  Eliza,  Bell,  Jane,  James,  Anna,  Maggie  and  Mary,  the  sub¬ 
ject  being  tbe  only  one  to  come  to  the  United  States. 

James  Spence  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  common  school  education 
and  spent  his  early  life  at  the  place  of  his  birth.  He  remained  at 
the  parental  home  until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  but  in  the  meantime,  April 
9,  1881,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Ruth  Marshall,  daughter  of  William  and 
Ruth  (Shephard)  Marshall,  an  estimable  and  intelligent  young  lady  who  has 
co-operated  with  him  in  his  labors  and  sympathized  in  all  of  his  aspirations 
from  that  time  to  the  present.  Satisfied  that  America  abounded  in  better 
opportunities  and  advantages  for  a  young  man  than  his  own  country,  Mr. 
Spence,  in  1884,  bid  farewell  to  tbe  house  of  his  childhood  and  youth  and, 
turning  his  back  on  the  beautiful  and  romantic  Emerald  Isle,  set  sail  on 
September  25th  of  that  year  and  in  due  time  arrived  at  his  destination  in  the 
New  World.  Making  his  way  west,  he  located  at  Oelwein,  Iowa,  where  dur- 
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ing  the  two  years  ensuing  he  worked  for  a  Mr.  Harrison.  Later  he  was  em¬ 
ployed  for  a  similar  period  at  farm  labor  in  Jefferson  township,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  which  time  he  rented  the  John  Irvin  place  and  continued  to  cultivate 
the  same  until  1904,  when  he  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  con¬ 
sisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land  in  one  of  the  most  pro¬ 
ductive  agricultural  districts  of  the  county. 

Since  moving  to  this  place  Mr.  Spence  has  made  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  and  added  much  to  its  appearance  and  value.  He  is  an  industrious 
man,  a  careful,  methodical  worker  and  by  judicious  management  has  placed 
his  family  in  comfortable  circumstances  and  earned  for  himself  an  honorable 
reputation  as  an  enterprising  tiller  of  the  soil  and  praiseworthy  citizen.  Like 
the  majority  of  his  neighbors,  he  devotes  his  attention  to  general  agriculture 
and  stock-raising,  in  addition  to  which  he  also  conducts  a  daily,  which  has 
proven  quite  profitable.  In  his  political  affiliation  he  is  a  Republican  and  as 
such  works  for  the  interest  of  his  party,  keeping  well  informed  on  the  ques¬ 
tions  and  issues  before  the  people  and  fully  abreast  of  the  times  concerning 
matters  of  general  import. 

Mr.  Spence  possesses  sound  intelligence  and,  although  a  hard  worker, 
finds  time  for  the  improvement  of  his  mind  and  is  one  of  the  best  posted  men 
in  the  community,  being  a  reader,  a  thinker,  a  close  observer  and  widely  in¬ 
formed  on  many  subjects.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  those  with  vhom 
he  mingles  and  wherever  known  his  sterling  qualities  of  head  and  heait,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  desire  to  treat  everybody  fairly  and  honorably,  hai  e  v  on  foi 
him  many  warm  personal  friends.  In  his  religious  faith  he  subscnbes  to  the 
Presbvterian  creed  and,  with  his  wife,  holds  membeiship  with  the  chuich  at 
Oelwein,  both  being  interested  in  all  lines  of  good  work  under  the  auspices 
of  the  society  and  ready  at  all  times  to  lend  their  assistance  and  influence  to 
further  any  laudable  enterprise  for  the  moral  improvement  of  the  community. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  viz :  Minnie,  wife  of  Ray  Sackville,  of 
lefferson  township;  William  Henry,  who  married  Eva  Irvin  and  liv  es  in 
Oran  township;  Anna  E.  and  Thomas  Ray,  both  of  whom  aie  members  of  the 
home  circle. 

Although  of  foreign  birth  and  retaining  fond  recollections  of  the  beauti¬ 
ful  and  romantic  isle  where  he  spent  his  childhood  and  youth,  Mr.  Spence 
is  a  loyal  American  citizen,  has  great  respect  for  the  free  institutions  of  his 
adopted  country  and  profound  admiration  for  the  flag  under  which  he  lives. 

James  Marshall,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Spence,  came  to  the  United  States  a 
number  of  years  ago  and  is  now  a  resident  of  Denver,  Colorado.  He  is  a 
brick  mason  and  has  done  much  at  his  trade  in  the  above  city  and  elsewhere. 
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FRED  BOESS. 

This  highly  respected  farmer  of  Fayette  county  is  a  member  of  a  family 
who  came  over  from  Germany  in  1881,  he  himself  being  at  that  time  only 
about  eleven  years  of  age.  The  little  colony  consisted  of  father  and  mother 
and  a  number  of  children.  They  were  very  poor  and  the  father  had  to  go  to 
work  without  delay  at  his  trade  as  a  carpenter  in  order  to  provide  for  the 
family.  He  had  a  hard  struggle  for  many  years  as  a  mechanic,  farmhand 
and  renter,  but  eventually  made  good  and  at  his  death,  in  1892,  owned  a 
fail -sized  place  in  Bethel  township.  Fred  Boess,  his  oldest  child,  was  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  January  11,  1870,  and  was  but  a  lad  when  the  trip 
was  made  across  the  ocean.  So  he  grew  up  with  the  training  of  an  American 
boy,  joined  with  the  advantages  that  come  from  being  a  member  of  an  am¬ 
bitious  German  home.  He  attended  school  and  worked  on  the  farm,  being 
of  great  assistance  to  his  father  as  long  as  he  remained  with  him,  as  he  was 
steady,  industrious  and  painstaking  in  business  matters.  When  his  father 
bought  the  farm  in  section  23,  which  proved  to  be  his  permanent  home,  he 
left  the  parental  roof  and  concluded  to  strike  a  few  blows  for  himself.  For 
two  years  he  did  ordinary  farm  work  by  the  month,  but  such  was  his  German 
thrift  and  economy  that  he  managed  to  save  nearly  every  dollar  of  his  wages, 
which  were  not  large.  By  the  fall  of  1892  he  had  saved  up  enough  to  make 
a  first  payment  on  a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
section  22,  Bethel  township.  In  the  spring  of  1893  he  took  possession  of 
his  new  place  and  immediately  began  to  farm  it  on  his  own  accountt. 

On  December  15,  1897,  Mr.  Boess  married  Louisa  Hoepfner,  a  native 
of  Fayette  county.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Marie  Hoepfner  and  of 
excellent  stock.  Before  1870  her  parents  came  from  Mecklinburg-Schwerin 
and  located  in  Illinois.  After  spending  two  years  in  that  state,  they  came  to 
Iowa  and  settled  in  Fayette  county  on  the  south  line  of  Bethel  township.  Mr. 
Boess  lived  on  his  first  farm  until  the  spring  of  1908.  In  the  fall  of  1901 
he  bought  his  father’s  old  place  in  section  23,  still  retaining  the  original 
place  in  section  22.  The  fact  that  he  has  prospered  is  shown  by  his  present 
ownership  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  has  four  children,  Albert, 
Clarence,  George  and  Mildred.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church  at  Richfield.  Mr.  Boess  has  five  brothers  and  sisters,  all  of  whom  are 
are  well  settled  in  the  world  and  have  met  with  their  share  of  prosperity. 
Marie,  the  eldest  sister,  married  John  Erhardt  and  is  a  resident  of  California. 
Lizzie,  the  second  of  Herman  Boess’  daughters,  married  George  Hucke, 
and  they  are  residents  of  Chickasaw  county.  Minnie,  who  is  the  wife  of 
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Fred  Brenner,  lives  with  him  in  California.  Adam  lives  with  his  mother  on 
the  farm  in  section  15,  Bethel  township.  Anna,  the  youngest  child,  married 
Carl  Sinner,  of  whom  full  particulars  may  be  found  in  the  sketch  of  Herman 
Boess.  The  family,  by  its  intermarriages,  is  connected  with  some  of  the 
most  substantial  farmers  of  Fayette  county.  With  the  Sinners  and  others 
they  constitute  a  wide  and  influential  connection  in  Fayette  county.  With¬ 
out  exception,  they  are  unostentatious  people,  noted  for  their  industry  and 
saving  habits  and  attend  to  their  own  business.  In  business  they  are  reliable 
and  in  social  circles  they  are  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them.  In 
politics,  Mr.  Boess  is  a  Democrat,  but  is  inclined  to  be  liberal  in  his  views. 
Religiously,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  he  gives  gener¬ 
ously  of  his  time  and  means. 


HON.  THOMAS  L.  GREEN. 

The  student  interested  in  the  history  of  Fayette  county  does  not  have  to 
carry  his  investigations  far  into  its  .annals  before  learning  that  Thomas  L. 
Green  has  long  been  an  active  and  leading  representative  citizen  and  one  of 
the  most  influential  men  of  West  Union,  his  labors  having  proven  to  be  a 
potent  force  in  the  upbuilding  of  this  locality  along  many  lines.  The  biogra¬ 
phies  of  such  men  of  success  are  instructive  as  guides  and  incentives  to  those 
whose  careers  are  yet  to  be  achieved.  The  examples  they  furnish  of  patient 
and  consecutive  endeavor  strongly  illustrate  what  is  in  the  power  of  each  to 
accomplish  if  his  energies  are  persistently  and  conscientiously  applied.  Mr. 
Green  is  a  conspicuous  example  of  one  who  has  lived  to  good  purpose  and 
achieved  a  definite  degree  of  success  in  the  various  spheres  to  which  his  talents 
and  energies  have  been  devoted,  and  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  has  out¬ 
stripped  many  of  the  less  persistent  plodders  on  life’s  highway  and  of.  the  un¬ 
questioned  good  he  has  accomplished,  he  is  conservative  and  unassuming,  a 
true  type  of  the  genteel,  self-made  American  gentleman,  whom  to  know  is 
to  respect  and  admire. 

Mr.  Green  was  born  at  Hamilton,  Canada,  September  11,  1847,  and  is 
the  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  (Stevens)  Green,  both  natives  of  Ireland,  the 
father  having  been  born  there  in  1815  and  died  in  America  in  1904,  and  the 
mother's  birth  occurred  in  1824  and  her  death  in  1910. 

Thomas  Green,  Sr.,  whose  sketch  appears  in  full  on  another  page  of  this 
work,  served  three  years  and  three  months  in  Company  F,  Seventh  Iowa 
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Cavalry,  with  a  commission  of  sergeant,  having  charge  of  the  horseshoeing, 
farrier  and  repair  department  on  the  frontier.  While  in  the  service  he  was 
injured,  as  a  result  of  which  he  was  remembered  by  his  country  with  a  pen¬ 
sion  of  twenty-four  dollars  per  month.  He  returned  home  in  1866  and,  with 
his  son,  Thomas  L.  of  this  review,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wagons, 
buggies  and  blacksmithing,  the  father  having  served  an  apprenticeship  at  the 
above  line  of  work  for  seven  years  in  Ireland,  then  went  to  Scotland  where 
he  worked  in  the  shipyards  of  Glasgow,  later  in  the  Highlands,  where  he 
learned  to  talk  the  Gaelic  language,  and  while  there  became  a  lover  of  the 
poetry  of  Burns  and  Scottish  literature,  and  he  was  noted  as  a  great  reader 
all  his  life.  During  the  more  than  sixty  years  of  married  life,  during  which 
time  he  and  his  wife  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  they  were  among  the 
most  highly  respected  and  best  citizens  in  tbe  community.  The  elder  Green 
enjoyed  his  work  and  made  the  “hours  flit  by  on  angels’  wings,”  to  quote  from 
his  Bard  of  Ayr,  by  giving  vent  to  bis  effervescent  spirit  in  song  and  stories 
of  good  cheer.  His  wife,  too,  a  gracious  and  good  woman,  although  ever 
active  with  her  family,  found  time  to  share  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  her 
neighbors,  being  always  with  them  in  their  troubles  to  serve  and  comfort. 

Thomas  L.  Green  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  when  a  child  and  here 
he  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at  Upper  Iowa  University,  where 
he  spent  one  year.  He  has  always  been  a  student  and  lias  kept  well  informed 
on  current  events,  topics  of  interest  in  tbe  political,  social  and  scientific  world 
and  is  an  interesting  man  to  converse  with.  He  started  in  life  for  himself  as 
a  wagonmaker,  in  which  line  he  was  an  expert  and  which  he  followed  suc¬ 
cessfully  for  a  period  of  ten  years.  He  then  launched  into  the  real  estate 
business,  which  he  continued  with  very  satisfactory  results  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years.  During  the  past  twelve  years  he  has  very  ably  and  creditably 
filled  tbe  position  as  postmaster  at  West  Union,  giving  satisfaction  in  every 
respect  both  to  the  department  and  to  everyone  who  patronized  the  local  office, 
his  long  service  in  this  connection  being  a  criterion  of  his  fidelity  to  duty  and 
his  genuine  worth  as  a  public  servant.  He  is  now  living  in  honorable  retire¬ 
ment,  spending  a  part  of  bis  time  with  his  family  in  Los  Angeles,  California, 
where  his  daughters,  Gladys  and  Florence,  are  attending  the  University  of 
Southern  California.  During  the  period  noted  above,  Mr.  Green  served  in  a 
very  praiseworthy  manner  as  mayor  of  West  Union  for  two  terms,  during 
which  incumbency  he  was  instrumental  in  securing  the  city  water  works, 
superintending  the  entire  construction,  devoting  nearly  a  year  of  almost  daily 
service  to  the  work  of  procuring  buildings  and  overseeing  the  construction  of 
the  plant,  which  is  one  of  the  best  in  tbe  country.  For  this  meritorious  service 
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he  received  the  compensation  of  twelve  dollars.  He  was  also  laigeh  instiu- 
mental  in  securing  the  town  clock.  Being  interested  111  local  public  schools, 
he  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  for  a  period  of  thirteen  Aeais.  being 
president  of  the  same  during  the  last  six  years,  and  he  takes  just  pride  in  the 
fact  that  the  city  has  one  of  the  best  high  schools  in  the  state.  He  also  took 
a  leading  part  in  securing  macadam  streets  for  \\  est  L  nion  and  in  innumer¬ 
able  ways  has  contributed  to  the  material  prosperity  and  moral  and  intellectual 
growth  of  this  community. 

Thomas  L.  Green  proved  his  loyalty  to  the  stars  and  stripes  during  the 
nation's  dark  hours  of  trial  by  enlisting  as  a  private  in  Company  C,  Ninth 
Illinois  Cavalry,  on  March  9,  1864,  and  he  served  very  faithfully  in  Alabama, 
Mississippi,  Tennessee  and  Georgia.  He  was  orderly  to  the  provost  marshal 
at  Selma  and  Montgomery,  Alabama.  He  was  mustered  out  of  service  at 

Selma  in  October,  1865. 

Politically,  Mr.  Green  is  a  Republican.  He  was  county  chairman  tor  a 
period  of  six  years,  and  a  member  of  the  Republican  state  central  committee 
for  the  fourth  district  of  Iowa  for  two  years.  He  has  been  active  and  in¬ 
fluential  in  politics  and  he  belongs  with  the  progressive  Republicans  of  Iowa. 
During  the  past  twenty-five  years  he  has  devoted  much  of  his  energies  and 
the  best  years  of  his  life,  as  well  as  given  freely  of  his  means,  in  conducting 
a  campaign  of  education  along  temperance  lines  and  he  is  proud  to  note  the 
efforts  of  himself  and  others  who  have  worked  against  prejudice  and  bittei 
opposition,  bringing  good  results  in  the  better  condition  of  our  county,  state 
and  nation,  and  he  hopes  for  the  final  overthrow  of  what  he  considers  tie 
greatest  evil  that  confronts  our  civilization.  He  has  defeated  different  county 
petitions  for  the  saloon,  having  gone  to  the  supreme  court  to  get  his  counter 
remonstrance,  maintained  in  the  case  of  Green  and  the  State  of  Iowa  against 
Smith,  and  in  retiring  he  hopes  that  the  younger  element  will  continue  to  fight 

the  great  evils  to  the  death. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  H.  A.  L.  Club,  a  literary  society  of  wide  note,  and 
for  twenty  years  has  enjoyed  the  study  and  discussions.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  has  been  president  of  the  Anti-Horse 
Stealing  Society  of  the  county,  and  he  has  been  president  of  the  Anti-Saloon 
League  of  Fayette  county  for  many  years  and  active  111  the  enforcement  of  the 
prohibition  laws.  Also  he  was  president  of  the  Fayette  County  Law  and 
Order  League  long  before  the  Anti-Saloon  League  came  on  the  scene. 

On  October  30,  1876,  Mr.  Green  married  Ella  Sherwood,  daughter  of 
Philo  and  Trephena  (Yale)  Sherwood,  of  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania.  She  is  a  lady  of  fine  attributes  and  comes  of  an  excellent  family. 
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This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Louise  died 
in  infancy;  Lottie  died  when  six  years  old;  Laura  M.,  now  Mrs.  Dr.  E.  T. 
Lawler,  of  Amarillo,  Texas;  Alfred  N.  died  in  infancy;  Lillian  S.,  now  Mrs. 
P.  E.  Magee,  lives  in  Tulsa,  Okdahoma;  Gladys  and  Florence  are  with  their 
parents  and  attending  school.  Mrs.  Green  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  and  has  long  been  an  active  and  earnest  worker  in  the  same,  also  in 
charities.  She  has  been  a  helpmeet  indeed,  a  true  wife  and  mother,  and  a  good 
neighbor  whom  all  who  knew  respected. 


BEN  SCHORL 

One  of  the  most  useful  members  of  an  agricultural  community  is  the  stock 
dealer.  To  the  individual  farmers  he  saves  much  time,  trouble  and  expense 
in  providing  for  them  near  at  borne  a  safe  and  convenient  market  for  their 
stock.  At  the  same  time  stock-buying  is  by  no  means  an  easy  task,  and  the 
successful  stock-buyer  must  have  an  eye  as  skilled  as  that  of  the  artist  in  order 
to  be  a  good  judge  of  stock,  a  skill  which  cannot  be  entirely  acquired  by  prac¬ 
tice,  but  must  be  to  some  extent  inherent;  moreover,  his  profession  calls  for 
a  more  than  common  shrewdness  in  judging  human  nature.  It  is  the  excep¬ 
tional  man  who  can  succeed  in  this  business  and  Mr.  Scbori  belongs  to  this 
class. 

Ben  Schori  was  born  in  canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  July  26,  1841,  the 
son  of  Ben  and  Mary  (Baumgartner)  Schori,  both  natives  of  Switzerland. 
His  mother  died  there  and  his  father  came  to  America  in  1846  and  located  in 
Monroe  county,  Ohio.  About  1849  Ben  and  his  mother’s  sister  came  to  Joliet, 
Illinois,  but  later  he  returned  to  his  father  in  Ohio.  Ben  received  but  a  lim¬ 
ited  education.  In  1856  be  came  with  his  father’s  family  to  a  farm  two  miles 
east  of  Elgin,  where  his  father  farmed  for  some  years,  and  then  moved  to 
Elgin.  Ben  farmed  until  1872,  when  he  entered  the  retail  butcher  business. 
In  1875  he  began  buying  stock  and  grain  and  became  one  of  the  largest  dealers 
in  this  part  of  the  country.  During  his  operations  he  has  accumulated  one 
thousand  acres  of  land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  stock  business.  His  success 
in  this  has  been  commensurate  with  the  care,  attention  and  ability  he  has  be- 
stowed  upon  it,  the  work  which  has  occupied  the  greater  portion  of  his  life. 
He  is  now  president  of  the  Citizens’  State  Bank  of  Elgin. 

In  1869  Mr.  Schori  married  Elizabeth  Bauder,  a  native  of  Switzerland, 
to  whom  as  a  result  of  this  marriage  eight  children  were  born  :  Emma,  Albert, 
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Ernest,  George,  Ida,  Clara,  Hulda  and  Elmer.  Albert,  Ernest  and  George  are 
now  conducting  the  stock  business  which  their  father  founded.  Ben  Schori 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  has'  always  given  his  attention  to  his  private 
affairs  rather  than  to  political. 

This  sturdy  son  of  Switzerland  is  one  whose  strong  qualities  speak  for 
themselves  of  the  worth  of  the  blood  that  flows  in  his  veins.  If  all  the  immi¬ 
grants  into  this  country  were  of  his  mettle,  the  immigration  problem  would  be 
solved. 


JAMES  HARKIN. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  from  the  beginning  the  growth  and  development 
of  a  community,  to  note  the  lines  along  which  progress  has  been  made  and  to 
take  cognizance  of  those  whose  industry  and  leadership  in  the  work  of  ad¬ 
vancement  have  rendered  possible  the  present  prosperity  of  the  locality  under 
consideration.  James  Harkin,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Putnam  township, 
Fayette  county,  has  contributed  largely  to  the  material  welfare  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  resides,  being  a  progressive  man  of  affairs  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen.  He  was  born  August  17,  1847,  in  Kenosha  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Catherine  (McCauley)  Harkin,  both  na¬ 
tives  of  Ireland,  where  they  grew  to  maturity,  were  educated  and  married, 
and  from  which  country  they  came  to  America  in  1832,  Mr.  Harkin  entering 
our  navy,  in  which  he  served  as  a  gunner  for  three  years.  In  1836  he  moved 
to  Wisconsin,  and  in  1855  came  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Clayton  county,  where 
he  remained  five  years,  coming  to  that  county  in  i860,  locating  two  and  one- 
half  miles  north  of  Strawberry  Point,  where  he  entered  land,  later  trading 
the  same  for  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  the  present  home  of  the  Larkin  family, 
and  he  was  successful  as  a  fanner  and  established  a  good  home.  He  and  his 
wife -were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  two  of  whom  are  living,  Jennie,  now 
Mrs.  McClanahan,  of  California,  and  James,  of  this  review.  These  parents 
were  fine  old  pioneer  people,  well  liked  and  highly  respected  wherever  they 
were  known. 

James  Harkin  received  a  good  common  school  education  and  later  in 
life  supplemented  the  same  by  contact  with  the  world  and  by  home  study. 
He  was  married  on  October  14,  1888,  to  Emma  Lang,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
and  Charlotte  Lang,  natives  of  Ohio,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were 
married,  coming  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  about  1856,  and  to  Fayette  county 
about  1866,  purchasing  a  farm  in  section  34,  Putnam  township,  on  which  he 
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lived  continuously  until  his  death,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years, 
dying  in  1907,  his  wife  dying  the  same  year  at  the  age  of  severity-six  years, 
and  they  are  both  buried  at  Strawberry  Point.  They  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children. 

James  Harkin  began  his  married  life  on  the  farm  which  he  now  owns, 
it  consisting  at  that  time  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres;  he  has  been  a  good 
manager  and  a  hard  worker  and  has  added  to  his  place  until  it  now  contains 
four  hundred  acres  of  as  good  land  as  Fayette  county  can  boast.  He  has 
made  extensive  and  substantial  improvements,  and  he  is  today  one  of  the 
prosperous  and  up-to-date  farmers  of  the  county,  having  an  attractive  and 
comfortable  home  and  commodious  outbuildings,  everything  about  the  place 
indicating  thrift,  prosperity,  good  management  and  that  a  gentleman  of  fine 
taste  has  its  management  in  hand.  He  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  in  the 
matter  of  up-to-date  farming  and  stock  raising,  having  been  very  successful 
in  all  his  undertakings. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harkin  two  children  have  been  born,  William,  whose 
birth  occurred  August  4,  1889,  finished  the  common  school  course  and  gradu¬ 
ated  at  the  high  school  at  Strawberry  Point,  also  received  a  thorough  com¬ 
mercial  course  at  Oelwein  and  is  a  young  man  of  much  promise  and  natural 
business  ability  ;  Mabel,  who  graduated  at  the  high  school  at  Strawberry  Point, 
is  preparing  for  a  career  as  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  and  she  is  well  in¬ 
formed  not  only  in  text-books,  but  is  talented  and  cultured  and  a  favorite  with 
a  wide  circle  of  friends. 


JOHN  GLADWIN. 

An  honored  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Arlington,  Fayette  county,  is 
John  Gladwin,  who,  now  that  the  evening  of  his  years  is  upon  him,  can  look 
back  over  a  well  spent  life,  one  that  has  brought  nothing  but  good  to  those 
whom  it  has  touched,  for  he  belongs  to  that  class  of  citizens  who  believe  in 
carrying  the  principle  of  the  Golden  Rule  into  their  every-day  affairs,  “Live 
and  let  live”  has  been  his  motto,  so  that  he  now  enjoys  a  wide  friendship 
wherever  he  is  known.  Mr.  Gladwin  was  born  in  Marrick,  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  July  19,  1839.  He  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated  in  his  home 
country  and  when  a  young  man  came  to  America,  finally,  after  a  wearisome 
trip,  reaching  Wisconsin  on  April  27,  1855,  where  he  remained  four  years, 
working  at  various  things  to  earn  an  honest  dollar ;  then  he  came  to  Dubuque. 
Iowa,  where  he  spent  about  eighteen  years.  He  then  turned  his  attention  to 
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farming,  following  the  same  in  Dubuque  county  eleven  years,  then  came  to 
Fayette  county  in  1877  and  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years  devoted  him¬ 
self  to  tilling  the  soil  in  Putnam  township.  He  is  at  present  engaged  as  a 
rural  mail  carrier,  having  very  faithfully  performed  this  service  for  his 
adopted  country  for  a  period  of  eight  years,  giving  the  authorities  entire 
satisfaction. 

Politically,  Mr.  Gladwin  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  held  several  of  the 
minor  township  offices  and  has  been  a  frequent  delegate  to  conventions  of  his 
party.  He  is  very  much  in  sympathy  with  the  prohibition  movement  and 
lends  his  aid  and  influence  in  this  cause  whenever  possible. 

Mr.  Gladwin  was  married  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  in  March,  1861,  to 
Mary  Ann  Reynoldson,  who  was  born  in  England.  Her  death  occurred  on 
April  13,  1902.  Nine  children,  all  living,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glad¬ 
win.  Of  this  family,  six  daughters  and  three  sons,  one  son  became  a  teacher 
and  taught  very  acceptably  in  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Gladwin  is  a  member  of  the  Woodman  lodge  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  He  and  his  family  are  highly  respected  throughout  the 
county.  Mr.  Gladwin  takes  great  interest  in  Sunday  schools,  having  been 
a  scholar  and  teacher  for  over  sixty  years.  He  is  a  great  promoter  of  the 
prohibition  movement. 


JOSEPH  BLONG. 

One  of  the  best  known  men  of  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  is 
Joseph  Blong,  who  was  for  some  time  engaged  in  farming  in  Winneshiek 
county,  but  is  now  a  merchant  and  hotel-keeper  at  St.  Lucas,  in  the  interest 
of  which  place  he  has  exerted  a  potent  influence  for  years  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  Belgium,  March 
17,  1841,  and  his  parents,  John  and  Jennie  (Lochrohr)  Blong,  were  natives 
of  the  same  place,  the  father  born  in  1805  and  the  mother  in  1808.  They 
grew  to  maturity,  were  educated  and  married  in  that  country,  and  in  1855 
the  family  came  to  the  United  States,  when  Joseph,  the  subject,  was  fourteen 
years  old.  They  located  at  Fort  Washington,  Wisconsin,  where  the  father 
spent  the  rest  of  his  life,  dying  in  1865,  having  been  survived  by  his  good 
wife  many  years,  she  dying  at  the  same  place  in  1886.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  of  Whom,  John,  the  eldest,  is  married 
and  living  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  with  his  family  of  seven  children  and 
devotes  his  attention  to  farming;  Katie  is  the  widow  of  Theodore  Ellenbecker, 
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of  Milwaukee  county,  Wisconsin;  Joseph,  of  this  review;  Ambrose  is  now 
living  in  the  Black  Hills;  John  B.,  whose  wife  is  deceased,  lives  in  Charles 
City,  Iowa;  Margaret,  who  is  the  widow  of  Nicholas  Ellenbecker,  is  the 
youngest  of  the  family  and  resides  in  Port  Washington,  Wisconsin. 

Joseph  Blong  began  life  by  working  in  the  copper  mines  of  Michigan 
when  only  a  lad.  Remaining  there  for  a  time,  he  then  worked  out  as  a  farm 
laborer  until  about  1888,  when,  with  the  capital  he  had  saved  through  those 
long  years  of  hard  work,  he  came  to  St.  Lucas,  Fayette  county,  and  opened  a 
general  store,  which  he  has  continued  to  operate  in  a  very  successful  manner, 
having  enjoyed  from  the  first  a  very  liberal  patronage  with  the  surrounding 
country,  for  at  all  seasons  he  has  kept  a  very  carefully  selected  stock  of  dry- 
goods,  groceries,  provisions,  crockery,  notions,  boots  and  shoes,  etc.  He 
was  fortunate  in  securing  a  good  location  and  is  always  busy.  In  connection 
with  his  store  he  maintains  a  hotel,  which  is  well  patronized  by  the  traveling 
public  and  has  a  reputation  for  general  convenience  and  where  all  guests  re¬ 
ceive  the  best  consideration  and  courteous  treatment. 

Mr.  Blong  was  married,  in  1867,  to  Christiana  Hovertha,  at  Belgium, 
Wisconsin.  She  was  born  in  France,  in  1842,  in  which  country  she  grew 
to  maturity  and  was  educated,  coming  to  America  with  her  parents,  in  1865, 
locating  in  Wisconsin,  where  she  lived  until  her  marriage.  This  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Nicholas, 
the  eldest,  died  in  infancy;  Mathias,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1870,  is 
now  in  Waucoma,  Iowa;  Katie,  born  in  1872,  died  when  fourteen  years  old; 
Margaret,  Lizzie,  Burdice  (died  February  22,  1908),  Theodore,  Barbara  and 
Gertrude  (who  died  in  May,  1907.)  These  children  have  been  carefully  edu¬ 
cated  in  the  local  schools,  and  have  also  been  taught  German  at  their  church. 
The  many  friends  of  this  honored  family  attest  to  their  industry  and  integrity, 
and  Mr.  Blong  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  county's  substantial  and  influential 
citizens. 


ERNEST  MORTIMER  HENDERSON. 

Clermont  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  characterized  by  her  full 
share  of  successful  and  enterprising  farmers,  and  in  this  class  must  be  in¬ 
cluded  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Henderson  was  born  in  the  township  in  which  he  now  lives  on  August  12, 
1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Alexander  C.  and  Minervia  C.  (Teeter)  Henderson,  the 
father  born  in  Old  Deer,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  on  November  14.  1835, 
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and  the  mother  born  in  Canada  in  1842.  The  subject's  paternal  grand¬ 
parents  were  Thomas  and  Barbara  Legg  Henderson,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Old  Deer,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland,  the  former  born  March  14,  1790, 
and  the  latter  on  April  24,  1793.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
about  1848,  making  their  home  at  first  in  the  state  of  Illinois,  where  they 
resided  until  1852,  when  they  came  to  Clermont  township,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  making  their  home  on  what  is  known  as  Henderson  Prairie,  and  there 
they  made  their  future  home,  the  husband  dying  there  on  June  16,  1872,  and 
the  mother  on  April  17,  1883.  Their  son,  Alexander  C.  Henderson,  father 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  as  a  farmer  and  followed  that  occupa¬ 
tion  after  reaching  mature  years.  In  1889  he  sold  his  Fayette  county  farm 
and  went  to  Sundance,  Wyoming,  where  he  settled  on  a  ranch  of  four  hun¬ 
dred  and  eighty  acres,  which  he  devoted  to  the  raising  of  cattle  and  horses 
with  considerable  success.  In  politics  he  has  always  affiliated  with  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  While  living  in 
Fayette  county  he  engaged  in  threshing  with  splendid  success,  being  a  pioneer 
in  that  line  in  this  county.  In  religion  he  and  his  wife  are  liberal  in  their 
views.  though  in  their  relations  with  their  fellows  they  have  ever  borne  high 
and  blameless  reputations.  They  became  the  parents  of  seven  tchildren, 
namely:  Winifred  C.,  Ernest  Mortimer,  Carrie  A.  (deceased),  David  B.,. 
Annie  Lucretia,  Barbara  Minervia  and  Alice  Gertrude. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Clermont  township.  His  first  paid  em¬ 
ployment  was  as  a  farm  hand  for  his  uncle,  George  Kerr,  after  which  for 
several  years  he  was  engaged  in  hauling  cream.  Subsequently  he  engaged  in 
the  piano  business,  in  which  he  met  with  such  success  that  he  remained  so 
occupied  for  twenty-three  years,  being  connected  with  the  W.  W.  Kimball 
Company,  for  whom  he  established  many  agencies.  In  1907  he  engaged  in 
the  real  estate  business,  giving  his  attention  mainly  to  Texas.  Mexico  and 
Dakofa  land,  in  which  he  has  met  with  good  success.  During  the  past  nine 
years  Mr.  Henderson  has  maintained  his  residence  at  Oelwein,  among  the 
citizens  of  which  thriving  town  he  stands  deservedly  high  in  general  esteem. 

Politically,  Mr.  Henderson  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  an  active 
and  commendable  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order 
of  Elks  at  Oelwein. 

On  June  26,  1890,  Mr.  Henderson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna 
Cevilla  Brown,  a  native  of  Waukon,  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  of  which 
locality  the  parents  were  early  and  well  known  settlers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Henderson  have  been  born  three  children,  Horace  Brown,  Helen  Minervia  and 
Ernest  Mortimer,  Jr.  In  all  of  life’s  relations  Mr.  Henderson  has  exhibited 
those  qualities  which  have  commended  him  to  the  regard  and  admiration  of 
the  community.  He  has  at  all  times  given  his  support  to  those  measures 
which  have  promised  to  be  of  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  community  and  he  is 
numbered  among  the  stalwart  and  influential  men  of  the  township  in  which  he 
lives. 


ALVIN  DELOSS  PITTS. 

The  family  of  this  name  in  Fayette  county  came  originally  from  New 
York,  but  have  been  identified  with  the  West  for  seventy-five  years.  Benja¬ 
min  Pitts  left  New  York  with  the  Mormon  exodus,  though  he  was  not  a 
Mormon  or  connected  with  that  organization  in  any  way.  He  accompanied 
them  as  far  as  Illinois,  but  settled  away  from  them  in  another  part  of  the 
state.  In  1856  he  migrated  to  Iowa  and  found  a  location  in  Fayette 
county,  being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Bethel  township.  He  took  up 
government  land  in  the  southeast  part  of  section  1  and  lived  there  until  ad¬ 
vancing  years  prevented  him  from  doing  hard  work.  He  gave  up  farming 
and  started  to  Kansas,  accompanied  by  his  son  James,  but  died  on  the  way. 
His  wife  had  died  previous  to  his  departure.  Benjamin  Franklin  Pitts,  the 
son  above  alluded  to,  married  Sarah  Louise,  daughter  of  Reuben  Henry  and 
Elvira  Richmond.  After  this  he  lived  about  a  year  in  Wisconsin,  but  in  1856 
removed  to  Iowa,  located  in  Fayette  county  and  found  a  home  in  Bethel  town¬ 
ship.  This  location  was  in  the  northeast  quarter  of  section  12,  where  he 
resided  for  some  twenty  years  and  then  moved  to  the  west  side  of  section  1, 
which  was  his  home  for  five  years.  He  then  lived  on  a  farm  at  Alpha  for 
two  years,  from  which  place  he  went  to  Sanborn,  Iowa,  where  he  has  charge 
of  a  store.  He  had  two  children,  Alvin  D.  and  Clarence,  the  latter  of  \vhom 
is  a  resident  of  Sanborn. 

Alvin  Deloss  Pitts  was  born  in  Bethel  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
in  1869.  He  grew  up  on  the  farm  in  section  12,  meantime  attending  the 
Pitt  school,  which  was  the  district  school  of  his  neighborhood.  After  reach¬ 
ing  young  manhood  he  worked  out  four  years  for  John  1.  Gager.  In  1895 
he  married  Millie,  daughter  of  Rudolph  and  Emiline  (Moon)  Foreman. 
Her  parents  were  both  of  German  descent  and  came  from  Pennsylvania. 
Mrs.  Pitts  was  born  in  Richland  county,  Wisconsin,  and  came  with  her  parents 
to  Auburn  township  when  a  child.  Both  of  her  parents  have  been  dead  for 
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some  years.  They  were  highly  esteemed  people,  true  to  their  duties  in  life 
and  made  good  citizens,  good  neighbors  and  good  friends.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Alvin  D.  Pitts  have  five  children,  Harold,  Grace,  Vern,  Lois  and  Ralph. 

Before  his  marriage  Mr.  Pitts  had  bought  a  farm  in  the  northeast  quarter 
of  section  i  and  to  this  he  removed  and  there  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home. 
As  a  man,  Mr.  Pitts  ranks  high  among  his  fellows,  because  of  his  integrity  of 
character,  his  scrupulous  regard  of  all  his  obligations  and  his  general  ful¬ 
fillment  of  all  the  duties  of  citizenship.  As  a  farmer  he  has  made  good  in 
his  methods  of  carrying  on  business.  He  attempts  no  fancy  farming,  pre¬ 
ferring  to  follow  the  well  settled  paths  and  to  pursue  the  courses  which  thou¬ 
sands  of  predecessors  have  shown  to  be  the  best.  He  raises  the  cereal  crops 
adapted  to  Fayette  county,  besides  a  little  livestock,  keeps  his  farm  in  good 
condition,  looks  after  the  improvements  and  in  every  way  seeks  to  be  a  model 
farmer.  He  has  been  successful  in  a  moderate  way  and  has  nothing  to  be 
ashamed  of  in  his  years  of  operations  as  a  practical  agriculturist.  He  takes 
the  interest  of  a  good  citizen  in  clean  politics  and  may  always  be  found  on 
the  side  that  gives  the  best  promise  of  good  government.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  pays  proper  attention  to  his 
duties  in  connection  with  the  lodge. 


T.  N.  CARNALL. 

No  occupation  at  the' present  day  furnishes  more  examples  of  successful 
men  than  that  of  railroading,  and  perhaps  none  have  risen  more  noticeably 
than  those  who  began  at  the  operator's  desk.  For  there  are  developed  qual¬ 
ities  which  are  of  highest  importance.  No  man  who  is  not  alert  and  attentive 
can  ever  make  a  trustworthy  operator,  nor  can  any  man  be  an  operator  with¬ 
out  learning  to  bear  responsibility.  His  position  often  seems  minor  in  im¬ 
portance,  but  if  he  blunders  only  once,  the  consequences  may  be  appalling. 
So  it  is  that  we  find  that  many  of  the  men  occupying  important  places  in 
railroad  activities  have  risen  from  the  operator’s  chair. 

Thomas  Nicholson  Carnall  was  born  two  miles  west  of  Arlington  Janu¬ 
ary  23,  1864,  the  son  of  James  and  Caroline  (Nicholson)  Carnall,  both  born 
in  England,  the  mother  being  a  native  of  London.  They  came  to  Canada  in 
1851,  and  located  two  miles  from  St.  Thomas,  buying  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  farming  there  until  1861,  when  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  bought  two  hundred  acres  in  Fairfield  township,  where  they  have  since 
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lived  excepting  for  one  year  at  Harper,  Kansas,  and  twenty  years  at  Arling¬ 
ton.  Mr.  Carnall  retired  from  farming  for  twenty  years,  but  is  now  living 
on  the  farm  again.  He  has  carried  on  general  farming,  however,  making  a 
specialty  of  hogs,  for  he  believes  that  the  best  market  for  the  farmer’s  grain 
is  in  the  living  form  and  that  such  a  practice  will  not  only  put  more  money  in 
his  pocket,  but  also  will  constantly  improve  his  land.  He  has  been  a  Repub¬ 
lican  except  during  the  existence  of  the  Greenback  party;  he  has  never  cared 
to  seek  office,  but  has  always  been  quite  active  in  politics.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  views  and  was  baptized  in  the  Church  of  England.  He  has 
reared  a  family  of  eight  children. 

T.  N.  Carnall  was  educated  at  the  country  schools  of  the  county  and  at 
the  Arlington  high  school,  then  took  a  commercial  course  at  Upper  Iowa 
University.  He  then  entered  the  depot  at  Arlington  as  a  student,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  one  year,  served  as  operator  one  year,  and  then  went  to 
Waucoma  as  operator  one  year.  There  he  met  Alice  Duffy,  and  was  married 
to  her  on  June  25,  1889.  He  next  went  to  New  Hall,  Iowa,  remaining  there 
as  agent  of  the  Milwaukee  road  for  three  vears,  then  came  to  Hawkeve  in 
1892,  and  has  since  been  agent  of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  here. 
He  has  one  interesting  daughter,  Mildred.  Mrs.  Carnall  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  church.  Mr.  Carnall  is  a  Republican  and  was  formerly  a  Knight  of 
Pythias.  He  is  the  vice-president  of  the  Hawkeye  State  Bank.  He  is  known 
as  a  man  of  good  business  abilities  and  a  good  companion.  He  is  in  every 
way  a  leading  citizen  of  his  town,  and  one  of  whom  she  is  justly  proud,  as 
any  town  would  be. 


CARL  MEISGEIER. 

The  agricultural  interests  of  Fayette  county  are  well  represented  by 
Carl  Meisgeier,  who  is  one  of  the  most  practical  and  enterprising  farmers  of 
Fairfield  township.  Like  many  other  successful  self-made  men  in  this  county, 
he  is  an  American  by  adoption  only,  being  a  native  of  Germany,  whence  come 
so  many  who  form  the  bone  and  sinew  of  this  great  western  republic. 
Wherever  known,  the  German  type  is  noted  for  its  thrift  and  enterprise,  and 
the  gentleman  whose  life  record  is  briefly  reviewed  here  is  no  exception  to 
this  rule. 

Carl  Meisgeier  was  born  in  Germany  on  November  7,  1841.  His  parents, 
Andrew  and  Johanna  Meisgeier,  emigrated  from  Germany  in  1852.  A 
great  calamity  overtook  the  family  almost  immediately,  for  the  father  died 
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shortly  after  their  arrival  in  this  country,  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  The 
mother  survived  her  husband,  however,  and  lived  to  be  eighty  years  of  age 
before  she  passed  away.  Mrs.  Meisgeier  took  her  three  children  to  the 
home  of  her  sister,  who  lived  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  remained  there  for 
two  years.  Her  indomitable  courage  led  her,  however,  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  period,  in  the  year  1855,  to  make  a  home  for  herself  and  her 
family,  and  she  took  her  children  to  Iowa,  purchasing  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Fayette  county,  and  on  this  farm  she  passed  the  remainder  of  her  life. 
Her  children  were  Herman,  Mrs.  Hugo  Nus,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Carl  Meisgeier  was  reared  to  days  of  industry  on  the  farm  where  he 
lived  with  his  mother,  and  alternated  work  on  the  farm  with  schooling  in 
the  common  school.  On  November  10,  1864,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Catherine  Huepsch,  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  who  was  also  German 
born,  having  come  to  America  in  1854,  her  parents  coming  to  America  from 
Germany  and  locating  in  Clayton  county  in  that  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Meis¬ 
geier  began  their  married  life  on  the  farm  on  which  Mr.  Meisgeier  lived 
continuously  for  fifty-four  years.  On  December  19,  1908,  Mrs.  Meisgeier 
departed  this  life,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery  at  Taylorsville.  On  April 
23,  1910,  Mr.  Meisgeier  married  Mrs.  Louise  Hetzel. 

When  Mr.  Meisgeier  began  farming  he  had  twenty  acres  of  land  to 
cultivate.  He  added  to  this,  however,  with  astonishing  ability  and  thrift 
until  he  possessed  five  hundred  acres  of  land,  with  excellent  improvements, 
the  entire  acreage  being  in  fine  condition  and  highly  cultivated  and  with  every 
modern  equipment.  This  valuable  farm  he  recently  sold  to  his  youngest 
daughter,  Mrs.  Krumpel,  who  now  occupies  the  homestead.  Mr.  Meisgeier 
has  built  a  tasteful  and  substantial  residence,  with  a  splendid  barn  adjacent, 
on  an  eighty-acre  farm  in  section  15,  near  his  farm  home,  and  on  this  new 
place  he  expectes  to  live  for  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He  handles  quite 
a  great  deal  of  stock  of  various  kinds  and  no  small  amount  of  his  income 
is  derived  from  this  source.  He  has  been  especially  successful  in  breeding 
Hereford  cattle,  and  has  kept  the  best  of  stock. 

The  following  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Meisgeier:  John  H.,  born 
December  22,  1865  ;  Mary  C.,  now  Mrs.  G.  Martin,  born  October  13,  1867; 
Fred  L.,  born  December  5,  1869;  Emma  M.,  now  Mrs.  George  Eckhart,  born 
October  15,  1871;  Caroline  M.,  now  Mrs.  C.  Andrea,  born  July  25,  1873; 
Alma  M.,  now  Mrs.  Fred  Robbins,  born  April  17,  1877;  Johanna  G.,  now 
Mrs.  H.  Kreumpel,  born  in  1886.  His  grandchildren  are:  Dora,  Paul,  Her¬ 
bert,  Freda,  Carl,  Rupert,  Donald  and  Ameldo  Meisgeier;  Laura,  Elnove, 
Florentine  and  Emma  Martin;  Carol.  Gertrude  and  Harvy  Eckhart;  Oscar, 
Walter  and  Emma  Andrea ;  Roland,  Beatrice,  Johanna  and  Morris  Robbins. 
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In  spite  of  the  energy  and  time  that  has  been  necessary  to  make  a  suc¬ 
cess  such  as  Mr.  Meisgeier’s,  he  has  found  opportunity  to  look  to  public 
duties  and  has  served  as  school  trustee  for  his  township  for  several  years. 
He  is  also  interested  in  commercial  life,  and  is  a  director  and  stockholder 
in  the  German-American  Bank,  recently  organized  in  Arlington,  Iowa.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  although 
he  has  never  desired  any  political  offices  or  honors. 


CHARLES  F.  AUER. 

While  yet  a  young  man,  Charles  F.  Auer  has  succeeded  in  gaining  a  good 
foothold  in  the  business  world  of  his  own  community,  being  a  native  of 
Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  was  born  May  15,  1881,  the  son 

of  Frederick  and  A -  (Oelwein)  Auer,  the  father  a  native  of  Hessen- 

Darmstadt  and  the  mother  of  Saxony,  Weimer,  Germany.  They  came  to 
America  in  their  youth,  he  with  his  father,  Carl  Auer,  who  settled  in  Carroll 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  where  the  senior  Auer 
lived  until  his  death.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  A.  Auer  met  in  this  country 
and  were  married  here.  He  finally  went  to  Independence,  Iowa,  where  he 
followed  his  trade  of  mason  and  contractor.  He  was  one  of  the  first  settlers 
in  Oelwein,  Iowa,  in  which  city  he  was  married.  .  His  wife  first  married 
August  Schmidt,  a  native  of  Saxony,  Germany,  who  came  to  America  and 
lived  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  until  his  death.  The 
following  children  were  born  to  August  Schmidt  and  wife :  Otto,  a  farmer 
on  the  old  home  place  in  Jefferson  township,  this  county;  Oscar  and  Lena, 
twins,  the  former  now  deceased ;  Lena  married  Albert  Sherman,  who  is  liv¬ 
ing  in  Los  Angeles.  California,  his  wife  being  deceased. 

Three  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frederick  A.  Auer,  named  as 
follows:  Anna,  wife  of  Fred  Sachtleven,  of  Oelwein,  Iowa;  Charles  F.,  of 
this  review;  Emma,  the  wife  of  Warren  Gremmels,  of  Oelwein,  Iowa.  The 
father  of  these  children  lived  in  Jefferson  township  until  1894,  when  he  moved 
to  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  and  bought  one  hundred  and  forty  acres 
of  land  in  section  2.  It  was  all  wild,  but  he  made  extensive  improvements  on 
the  same,  placing  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  erecting  a  good  dwell¬ 
ing  and  other  buildings.  His  death  occurred  December  26,  1906,  having  been 
preceded  to  the  grave  by  his  wife  on  March  15,  1902.  They  were  members 
of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Auer  Was  a  Democrat  but  never  an  office 
seeker,  preferring  to  lead  a  quiet,  honorable  life. 
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Charles  F.  Auer  attended  the  home  schools  and  the  school  at  Westgate, 
Iowa,  and  he  remained  under  his  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  He  had  his  youthful  imagination  fired  by  tales  of  the  far  west  and 
he  took  a  trip  to  California,  traveling  throughout  the  state  and  remaining 
there  one  year,  spending'  considerable  time  at  Los  Angeles.  He  also  remained 
for  some  time  in  Colorado  in  the  fruit  belt. 

On  January  14,  1906.  Mr.  Auer  married  Malinda  Crandall,  of  Volga, 
Clayton  county,  Iowa.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Wallace  and  Mary  (Jennings) 
Crandall,  the  former  a  native  of  Illinois  and  the  latter  of  Clayton  county, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Crandall  is  a  successful  farmer  and  stock  man. 

One  son,  Cyril  Warren,  has  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Auer.  Ever 
since  his  marriage  Mr.  Auer  has  lived  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  on 
a  valuable  and  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres  in 
sections  1  and  2.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  in  a  very 
satisfactory  manner,  and  in  connection  with  his  other  work  he  maintains  a 
dairy  of  twenty  milch  cows.  He  handles  a  good  grade  of  shorthorn  cattle, 
draft  and  driving  horses,  Chester  White  hogs,  Rhode  Island  Red  and  Ply¬ 
mouth  Rock  chickens.  He  is  a  fine  judge  of  all  kinds  of  livestock  and 
poultry,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  young  farmers  of  Oran  town¬ 
ship.  keeping  well  advised  not  only  regarding  agricultural  and  livestock  sub¬ 
jects,  but  also  on  general  topics  of  the  day.  He  takes  much  interest  in  the 
general  progress  of  his  community  and  he  has  served  as  school  director.  He 
is  a  Republican  and  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  and  bears  an  unblem¬ 
ished  reputation  throughout  the  county  or  wherever  he  is  known. 


G.  B.  DARNELL. 

This  young  man  is  a  representative  of  the  younger  generation  of  farmers 
who  are  doing  so  much  to  give  Fayette  county  high  standing  in  the  agricul¬ 
tural  world.  Few  men  of  his  years  have  led  a  more  industrious  life  as  a 
soil  tiller,  stock  raiser  and  dairyman.  He  has  “made  good”  in  all  depart¬ 
ments  of  his  work  and  has  something  to  show  for  his  years  of  labor.  Still 
in  the  prime  of  life,  there  are  many  more  years  of  usefulness  before  Mr. 
Darnell.  He  is  enterprising,  industrious,  full  of  ambition  and  it  would  be 
strange  if  such  a  man  did  not  succeed.  The  family  is  of  Illinois  origin  and 
was  long  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  that  state.  G.  B.  Dar¬ 
nell  was  born  in  Illinois  March  2,  1877,  and  came  with  his  parents  the  same 
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year  to  the  old  farm,  his  parents  being  J.  C.  and  Mary  M.  (Rogers)  Darnell, 
both  natives  of  DeKalb  county,  Illinois.  The  son  received  a  good  education, 
having  the  benefit  of  both  the  common  schools  and  a  university  training. 
When  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  he  decided  that  as  his  life  was 
to  be  that  of  a  farmer  he  needed  a  more  practical  education  than  is  usually 
obtained  at  the  college.  There  was  an  excellent  commercial  department  at¬ 
tached  to  the  university  and  this  he  entered  with  a  determination  to  get  its  full 
benefits.  He  studied  book-keeping  and  other  branches  of  the  knowledge  that 
is  needed  on  the  farm  every  day,  and  when  he  was  graduated,  June  i,  1896, 
he  felt  that  he  was  much  better  equipped  for  the  work  to  which  he  intended 
to  devote  his  life.  Immediately  after  leaving  college  he  took  up  farming  on 
the  home  place  near  Randalia.  The  farm  consisted  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  and  for  five  years  he  conducted  it  on  the  shares  with  his  parents 
and  did  well  with  the  business.  His  mother  died  March  28,  1902,  and  this 
untoward  event  caused  a  complete  alteration  in  his  plans.  Soon  after  he 
bought  the  farm  and  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and  kept  this  up  until 
August  31,  1910,  when  he  disposed  of  his  interests  by  sale. 

On  January  19,  1898,  Mr.  Darnell  married  Carrie  M.,  daughter  of 
George  and  Lucy  Whiteley,  residents  of  Fayette  county  for  many  years. 
The  Whiteleys  were  early  settlers  of  the  county  and  always  regarded  as  among 
the  most  substantial  residents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darnell  have  two  children : 
Zella,  born  November  14,  1898,  and  Donald,  born  August  23,  1900. 


CHARLES  H.  ROBERTS. 

In  the  course  of  an  honorable  career  Charles  H.  Roberts,  of  Windsor 
township,  Fayette  county,  has  been  successful  in  the  manifold  lines  to  which 
his  efforts  have  been  directed  and  he  is  enjoying  distinctive  prestige  among 
the  representative  men  of  the  county  of  which  he  is  a  native.  He  was  bom 
in  the  extreme  southwest  corner  of  Bethel  township,  October  2,  i860,  the 
son  of  E.  M.  and  Polly  (Tambling)  Roberts,  both  natives  of  the  state  of 
New  York,  having  spent  their  youth  in  their  home  community. in  St.  Law¬ 
rence  county,  Polly  Tambling  having  been  the  second  wife  of  E.  M.  Roberts. 
(See  sketch  of  Lucian  O.  Roberts,  elsewhere  in  this  work,  he  being  an  elder 
half  brother  of  Charles  H.  Roberts.)  Polly  Roberts  was  born  on  June  1, 
1829,  and  her  death  occurred  February  8,  1882,  on  the  old  home  place,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-three  years. 


MRS.  ROSE  ROBERTS. 


CHARLES  H.  ROBERTS. 
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Charles  H.  Roberts,  the  eldest  son  of  the  family,  was  reared  by  his 
uncle,  Charles  H.  Roberts,  in  whose  house  he  was  born.  He  was  inured  to 
much  hardship  in  early  life,  during  the  hardest  years  known  to  pioneers. 
He  roughed  it  during  the  hard  times  resulting  from  the  failure  of  the  main 
crop,  that  of  wheat,  which  for  several  years  failed  to  mature,  the  prices  re¬ 
maining  about  the  same  for  a  long  time.  He  was  in  this  part  of  Fayette 
county  when  it  was  wild  and  undeveloped,  and  he  recalls  seeing  the  first  train 
come  into  West  Union.  When  a  lad  he  herded  cattle  and  horses,  many 
hundreds  of  the  former  at  a  time.  He  himself  broke  the  first  eighty-acre 
tract  of  wild  prairie  land  here,  outside  of  the  old  Roberts  homestead,  his 
uncle  having  given  him  the  place  because  he  was  named  for  him.  After 
breaking  it,  however,  it  was  sold  to  other  parties  and  he  never  tilled  it.  He 
remained  at  the  home  of  his  uncle  until  he  was  more  than  of  legal  age.  Later 
he  bought  the  old  farm  known  as  the  “Evergreen  Farm,”  of  his  father,  who 
had  started  a  nursery.  The  pines  on  the  place  grew  to  be  huge  trees  and 
since  that  time  fifteen  thousand  feet  of  pine  lumber  has  been  cut  from  it  and 
there  is  still  a  fine  grove  of  pine  on  the  place.  Mr.  Roberts  purchased  this 
place  in  1886  and  in  March,  1899,  he  sold  it  and  purchased  his  present  farm, 
two  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Hawkeye,  known  as  the  George  W.  Schrock 
farm,  comprising  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  for  which  he  paid  upwards 
of  thirty-five  dollars  per  acre.  x\  large  barn  built  of  huge  hewn  timbers  is 
to  be  found  on  the  place.  It  is  forty-four  by  sixty-six  feet  and  was  built  by 
Mr.  Schrock.  A  large  and  well  equipped  dairy  is  also  on  this  farm,  Mr. 
Roberts  keeping  from  sixteen  to  twenty  milk  cows  all  the  time,  his  cattle  be¬ 
ing  thoroughbred.  Although  his  stock  business  takes  considerable  time, 
he  devotes  his  attention  principally  to  his  general  farming  pursuits  and  in 
both  lines  he  is  one  of  the  most  successful  of  the  enterprising  men  of  this 
favored  section  of  the  Hawkeye  state.  He  had  been  in  the  creamery  busi¬ 
ness  before  coming  here  and  he  assisted  in  establishing  the  present  flourishing 
creamery  at  Hawkeye,  of  which  he  became  one  of  the  first  directors,  having 
served  in  that  capacity  for  several  years,  assisting  to  make  it  the  best  creamery 
in  Fayette  county.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  his  business  dealings 
and  is  now  quite  well  established. 

Mr.  Roberts  served  two  years  on  the  school  board,  and,  although  a  good 
Republican  and  interested  in  the  success  of  his  party  at  home  and  in  national 
capacity,  he  is  no  politician,  prefering  to  devote  his  time  exclusively  to  his 
individual  affairs. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  married  on  November  29,  1887,  to  Rose  Crandall, 
daughter  of  George  Francis  and  Esther  Jane  (Pendleton)  Crandall,  the 
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former  a  native  of  the  state  of  New  York  and  the  latter  of  Maine.  They 
came  to  Iowa  when  young  and  married  in  Fayette  county,  living  three  miles 
north  of  Hawkeye  for  a  period  of  forty-two  years.  George  F.  Crandall 
died  in  1894,  but  his  widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  home  place  with  her  son, 
Clyde. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  four  sons  and  one  daughter  have  been  born, 
namely:  Harrison  G.,  who  graduated  in  the  normal  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Iowa,  with  the  class  of  1910,  had  taught  already  one  year  each  in 
three  different  schools  and  is  now  teaching  in  the  high  school  at  Plover, 
Iowa.  His  mother,  who  was  a  teacher  for  three  years,  received  her  first 
certificate  from  George  W.  Fitch,  having  taught  school  in  Bethel  township 
where  she  met  her  husband.  Reno  R.  Roberts  was  also  a  student  in  the 
State  University;  Charles  Irvin,  Archie  M.  and  Edna  Rose. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Hawkeye  and  active  in  church  work,  being  liberal  supporters  of  the  local 
congregation. 


WILLIAM  WOHLGEMUTH  CONKLIN. 

On  a  large  farm  in  Bethel  township  may  be  found  a  fine  spcimen  of  one 
of  the  early  pioneers,  still  well  preserved,  though  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-three.  In  William  Wohlgemuth  Conklin  is  seen  a  type  of  the  class 
of  men  who  made  the  west  and  stamped  upon  the  communities  where  they 
settled  their  own  individuality  in  a  way  so  forcibly  that  it  has  survived  for 
generations.  Mr.  Conklin  is  a  native  of  New  York  state,  belonging  to  a 
branch  of  the  same  family  that  produced  the  celebrated  Roscoe  Conklin.  He 
was  born  in  Montgomery  county,  December  24,  1816,  of  Mohawk-Dutch 
parentage.  His  father  was  a  shoemaker  and  he,  too,  learned  the  trade  as  he 
grew  up.  About  1861  he  joined  the  movement  to  the  West  and  located  in 
Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  five  miles  south  of  Janesville.  He  took  a  govern¬ 
ment  claim  of  eighty  acres,  but  in  March,  1866,  removed  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  coming  by  team  from  Calmar  and  settling  in  the  north  edge  of  Bethel 
township.  At  that  time  the  county  was  comparatively  new  and  he  was  able 
to  buy  eighty  acres  at  a  very  reasonable  price.  His  claim  was  in  section  4, 
and  only  a  part  of  it  had  been  cultivated,  the  residence  being  a  log  cabin. 
Part  of  the  land  was  timber  and  part  prairie.  At  later  periods  Mr.  Conklin 
added  to  his  possessions  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  lots  of  forty  acres 
in  Eden  township  and  still  owns  two  hundred  acres  he  purchased  in  his 
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earlier  years.  He  became  a  fixture  and  has  ever  since  resided  in  Fayette 
county,  of  which  he  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  honored  citizens.  He 
joined  the  young  Republican  party  at  its  birth  and  has  ever  since  remained 
an  ardent  member.  He  has  never  missed  voting  for  President  since  he  be¬ 
came  of  age,  has  at  various  times  served  his  township  in  official  capacities 
and  altogether  has  ever  been  regarded  as  a  model  citizen.  One  of  his  chief 
passions  was  a  desire  for  the  enlightenment  of  the  people  and  with  this  end 
in  view  he  used  his  constant  influence  for  the  establishment  of  schools  and 
promotion  of  education.  Meantime  he  stuck  steadily  to  his  farming  and 
achieved  a  full  measure  of  success  among  the  best  agriculturists  of  Fayette 
county. 

On  July  2,  1840,  Mr.  Conklin  married  Sally  Margaret  Weller,  who  was 
born  August  21,  1821,  and  ended  her  earthly  career  March  20,  1897.  They 
had  five  children,  four  boys  and  one  girl.  Sarah  E.,  the  eldest,  is  the  wife 
of  Wiliam  Arnold  and  resides  at  Bristow,  Butler  county,  Iowa.  Harvey  F., 
the  eldest  son,  married  Charlotte  Clark  and  has  four  children,  Edward, 
George,  Carrie  and  Effie,  besides  a  daughter  who  died  in  childhood.  He  is 
managing  a  farm  of  over  one  hundred  acres  in  Eden  township.  Holden  T., 
the  second  son  of  the  subject,  married  Eliza  Burzee  and  had  one  child,  Almira. 
He  resided  near  the  middle  of  Bethel  township,  where  he  died  March  10,  1871. 
Sebastian  W.,  the  next  of  the  family,  was  born  April  6,  1853,  in  Rock  county, 
Wisconsin,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Fayette  county  some  years  later. 
He  married  Mary  A.  Bell,  by  whom  he  has  had  five  children,  Rose,  Bert, 
Will,  Mabel  and  Florence.  Rose,  the  oldest  of  these,  married  Max  Finch  and 
resides  with  her  father  on  the  home  place.  Bert,  the  second  child,  married 
Jessie  Sturch  and  became  a  stenographer  at  Cedar  Falls.  Failing  health  com¬ 
pelled  him  to  give  up  and  he  was  brought  back  to  his  old  home,  where  he  died 
December  18,  1907.  Of  his  two  children,  one  died  in  infancy  and  the  other 
is  a  son  named  Kenneth.  Will  is  homesteading  in  South  Dakota.  Mabel 
married  George  Sturch,  a  farmer  of  Fayette  county,  and  has  one  child,  Veryl. 
Florence  remains  at  home  with  her  father.  Sebastian  W.  Conklin,  fourth  of 
the  subject’s  children,  has  lived  on  the  home  place  ever  since  coming  to  Iowa, 
except  two  years  spent  in  Oswego,  Kansas.  He  returned  to  Fayette  county 
and  now  owns  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  the  old  home  place,  his  father 
making  his  home  with  him.  Besides  general  farming,  he  deals  in  cattle  quite 
extensively  and  has  prospered  in  his  ventures.  Edgar  W.  Conkling,  young¬ 
est  child  of  the  subject,  died  in  infancy.  Mary  A.  Bell,  wife  of  Sebastian 
Conklin,  was  born  at  Warren,  Trumbull  county,  Ohio,  being  a  daughter  of 
B.  K.  and  Clarinda  Hulda  Bell.  The  mother  was  descended  from  Governor 
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Bradford,  who  came  over  in  the  “Mayflower.”  Mrs.  Mary  Conklin  came  to 
Fayette  county  with  her  parents  about  1861,  the  family  locating  in  the  south¬ 
west  corner  of  Auburn- township.  Her  father  died  in  1883  and  her  mother 
in  1896.  Iowa  has  no  family  connection  which  is  more  universally  esteemed 
than  the  Conklins  and  no  family  of  equal  opportunities  has  done  more  than 
they  for  the  upbuilding  of  Fayette  county.  Mrs.  Conklin  and  two  daughters 
belong  to  the  Christian  church,  two  other  daughters  belonging  to  the  Presby¬ 
terian.  Mr.  Conklin  is  a  Republican  in  politics. 


QUINTUS  C.  BABCOCK. 

The  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  and  characteristics  the 
reader’s  attention  is  herewith  directed,  is  numbered  among  the  foremost  citi¬ 
zens  of  Fayette  county  and  has  by  his  enterprise  and  progressive  spirit  contrib¬ 
uted  in  a  material  way  to  the  industrial,  commercial  and  educational  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  county.  He  has  in  the  course  of  an  honorable  career  been  most 
successful  in  his  business  affairs  and  is  well  deserving  of  mention  in  this  his¬ 
tory  of  Fayette  county. 

Quintus  C.  Babcock  is  a  Yankee  by  nativity,  having  been  born  in  Orwell, 
Vermont,  on  March  20,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Stephen  P.  and  Emeline 
(Cooper)  Babcock.  Mr.  Babcock  was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead 
near  the  village  of  Orwell,  and  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  that 
locality,  which  for  that  early  day  were  of  a  high  order  of  efficiency  and 
thoroughness.  In  1857  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  they  locating  first  at  the  town  of  Fayette.  To  still 
further  round  out  his  mental  discipline  the  subject  attended  the  Upper  Iowa 
University  three  years.  In  i860  the  subject’s  father  bought  a  farm  in 
Smithfield  township,  this  county,  to  which  the  family  removed.  In  1867 
Mr.  Babcock  married  and  the  year  following  he  began  fanning  on  his  own 
account  in  the  same  locality,  owning  a  splendid  tract  of  four  hundred  acres. 
He  was  prospered  in  his  operations  and  added  to  his  landed  possessions  from 
time  to  time  as  he  was  able  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  sixteen  hundred  and 
fifty  acres,  much  of  it  being  a  superior  quality.  Aside  from  a  quarter  section 
which  lies  in  Fairfield  township,  this  land  all  lies  in  Smithfield  township. 
In  1892  Mr.  Babcock  moved  to  the  city  of  Fayette,  where  he  has  since  con¬ 
tinued  to  reside,  though  he  still  gives  his  personal  attention  to  his  extensive 
farming  operations.  He  is  practical  and  progressive  in  his  methods  and 
keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  most  advanced  ideas  and  methods  in  agriculture. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1085 


In  1867  Mr.  Babcock  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  Ellen  Steven¬ 
son,  a  daughter  of  William  and  Ellen  D.  (Comstock)  Stevenson.  She  was 
a  native  of  Ohio  and  came  to  Fayette  county  about  1858.  Her  father  had 
died  in  Ohio  when  she  was  two  years  old.  Mrs.  Babcock  died  June  1,  1897, 
and  on  August  4,  1903.  he  married  Mary  E.  Bailey,  who  was  born  at  Fowler- 
ville,  Livingston  county,  New  York,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Simpson)  Bailey.  John  Bailey  came  from  Freckingham,  England,  in 
young  manhood,  his  wife  having  been  born  in  county  Antrim,  Ireland,  though 
descended  from  Scotch  Covenanters.  She  came  to  America  with  her  sisters 
when  she  was  sixteen  years  old.  In  1875  Mrs.  Babcock’s  parents  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  just  north  of  Oelwein.  In  1887  the  family 
moved  to  Fayette,  in  order  to  give  the  children  an  opportunity  to  attend  Up¬ 
per  Iowa  University.  After  Mrs.  Bailey  came  to  Fayette  she  was  engaged 
by  the  board  of  trustees  of  Upper  Iowa  University  to  be  matron  of  one  of 
the  boarding  halls.  She  held  this  position  fourteen  years,  which  was 
the  longest  period  any  person  has  ever  held  the  position  at  the  university. 
She  was  assisted  by  her  children  and  the  students  that  she  came  in  touch 
with  numbered  many  hundreds,  perhaps  thousands,  the  largest  number  at¬ 
tending  at  the  hall  at  any  one  time  being  one  hundred  and  fifteen.  Mrs. 
Babcock  taught  school  in  Waudena,  Randalia  and  Fayette  before  her  mar¬ 
riage.  Mr.  Babcock  himself  had  in  his  earlier  days  also  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  having  in  1858-59-60,  taught  two  winters  at  Arlington.  There  the 
pupils  were  all  crowded  into  one  room  and  for  his  service  Mr.  Babcock  re¬ 
ceived  twenty  dollars  a  month  and  “boarded  around.  He  there  gained  an 
interest  in  educational  affairs  that  never  left  him. 

Mr.  Babcock  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  business  interests  other  than 
agricultural,  being  considered  an  able  and  shrewd  business  man.  For  five 
years  he  served  as  president  of  the  Fayette  County  Mutual  Insurance  Com¬ 
pany.  In  the  spring  of  1904  he  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Fayette,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  Upper  Iowa  University  since  1891  and  since  1904  he  has  served 
as  president  of  the  board  and  in  which  capacity  he  has  rendered  invaluable 
services  in  the  interests  of  the  institution.  In  June,  1907,  when  the  uni¬ 
versity  was  preparing  to  celebrate  their  semi-centennial,  he  started  the  en¬ 
dowment  fund  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  by  giving  twenty- 
five  thousand  himself  to  start  the  subscription.  The  entire  fund  was  raised, 
thereby  securing  thirty  thousand  more  than  had  been  promised  by  Andrew 
Carnegie  if  the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  should  be  raised. 

Religiously  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Babcock  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  church,  and  for  many  years  he  served  as  a  trustee  of  the  church, 
being  at  the  present  time  a  member  of  the  official  board.  In  every  line  of 
activity  in  which  he  has  engaged  Mr.  Babcock  has  exhibited  business  qualities 
of  a  high  order,  his  advice  and  counsel  being  considered  desirable.  His 
interest  in  educational  matters  is  deep  and  his  support  and  influence  are 
ever  given  to  every  worthy  object.  He  is  a  man  of  genial  disposition  and 
fine  personal  qualities,  which  commend  him  to  the  high  regard  of  all  who 
know  him.  He  enjoys  a  wide  acquaintance  throughout  Fayette  county  and 
his  friends  are  legion  in  number. 


JOHN  T.  GAGER. 


Holding  prestige  among  the  successful  business  men  of  Fayette  county. 
John  T.  Gager,  although  now  living  in  honorable  retirement  at  his  com¬ 
fortable  home  at  Alpha,  Eden  township,  has  had  much  to  do  in  advancing 
the  material  interests  of  his  county  and  making  it  one  of  the  important 
agricultural  and  commercial  sections  of  the  great  Hawkeye  state.  The  study 
of  such  a  life  cannot  fail  of  interest  and  incentive,  as  he  has  for  many  decades 
been  distinctively  representative  of  his  sphere  of  activity  and  has  contributed 
in  no  small  measure  to  the  general  prosperity  and  uplift  of  the  locality,  at 
the  same  time  establishing  a  lasting  reputation  for  honor  and  integrity. 

Mr.  Gager  is  the  son  of  -  and  Amanda  (Thurston)  Gager. 

i  he  father  s  death  occurred  at  Downer’s  Grove,  Du  Page  county,  Illinois,  in 
l&74-  Efe  was  a  man  of  many  fine  characteristics,  was  successful  in  business 
and  was  highly  honored  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife  was  the  representa¬ 
tive  of  the  old  English  family  whose  genealogy,  a  long,  complete  and  inter¬ 
esting  one.  was  recently  compiled  and  printed.  The  first  Thurstons  came  to 
America  in  the  old  colonial  days  and  many  of  them  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  The  death  of  the  subject’s  mother  occurred  on  June  19,  1909, 
at  Bourne,  Kendall  county,  Texas,  at  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-seven 
years.  She  was  a  grand  old  lady  and  an  inspiration  to  her  many  friends. 
She  and  her  husband  were  the  parents  of  these  children:  Harrison,  their 
eldest  child,  and  Martha,  the  second,  died  in  infancy;  Anna  M.,  born  in  New 
\ork  in  1837,  married  George  Groupe,  with  whom  she  moved  to  Kenoma, 
Missouri,  later  moving  to  Fairland,  Oklahoma,  are  both  now  deceased; 
John  T.,  of  this  review;  Charles  M.,  born  April  14,  1843,  now  lives  at  Oel- 
wein,  Iowa;  Joshua  R.,  born  October  4,  1845,  now  lives  in  Los  Angeles, 
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California;  Mary  C.,  born  April  27,  1848,  married  James  Sucher,  of  Down¬ 
er’s  Grove,  Illinois,  and  she  died  July  20,  1885,  leaving  three  children;  Lydia 
M.,  born  in  New  York  in  1850,  married  George  H.  Talmage,  and  she  died 
in  Texas  in  January,  1900;  Abbie,  born  in  1853,  married  Daniel  Foote  and 
resided  at  Bourne,  Texas;  Ambrose  S.,  born  in  York,  Illinois,  in  1855,  died 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas. 

During  the  boyhood  of  John  T.  Gager  his  family  moved  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  Downer’s  Grove,  where,  after  he  had  attained  to  man’s  estate, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Sarah  F.  Austin,  on  October  29,  1865.  She 
was  born  December  23,  1841,  in  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Burgess  and 
Lucinda  (Jenks)  Austin,  the  former  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  latter 
of  New  York.  In  their  family  were  five  children,  of  whom  Sarah  F.  was 
the  third  in  order  of  birth. 

Ten  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  T.  Gager,  namely: 
Clara  A.,  born  July  27,  1866,  taught  school  in  this  county  for  some  time, 
and  is  now  the  widow  of  Dr.  J.  W.  Robinson,  who  was  a  physician  in  Chicago ; 
she  lives  at  Alpha,  this  county,  with  her  two  children,  Violet  and  Alice ; 
Charles  H.,  born  October  30,  1867.  married  Eliza  Miller,  and  he  died  on  his 
farm  in  Bethel  township,  this  county,  in  January,  1908,  leaving  a  widow  and 
three  children,  Alva,  Alta  and  Ada;  Charles  G.,  born  September  4.  1869,  mar¬ 
ried  Helen  Miller  and  lives  on  his  father's  old  homestead;  he  and  his  wife 
have  three  children,  Charles,  Eveline  and  Verla;  Ada  L.,  born  April  21,  1871, 
died  April  28,  1878;  Edith,  born  March  11,  1873,  died  September  13th  fol¬ 
lowing;  Eva  M.,  born  August  16,  1874,  is  living  at  home;  Alice  M.,  born 
July  2,  1878,  died  in  September,  1900,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  un¬ 
married;  she  was  a  young  lady  of  much  promise,  had  been  a  teacher  in  the 
Sunday  school,  an  active  church  and  lodge  worker  and  prominent  in  society; 
Elmer  E.  and  Ernest  R.  (twins),  born  November  29,  1881,  conduct  a  general 
store  at  Alpha;  the  former  married  Lillian  O.  Gibson  and  they  have  three 
children,  Ralston,  Clover  and  Violet  John. 

The  mother  of  this  family  passed  to  her  rest  on  September  28.  1886, 
and  in  September,  1888,  Mr.  Gager  wedded  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Paul,  widow  of 
Oscar  S.  Paul,  a  native  of  Monroe  county,  New  York.  She  was  born  near 
Rochester,  New  York,  October  17,  1835,  the  daughter  of  Oliver  and  Catherine 
(Spears)  Perkins.  Her  father  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in  1800,  and  her 
mother,  a  native  of  New  York,  was  born  in  1808.  Sarah  A.  Perkins  became 
the  wife  of  Oscar  S.  Paul  in  1853,  and  five  children  were  born  to  them.  Mr. 
Paul  died  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1876.  Of  his  children,  Ed¬ 
ward  M.  Paul  married  Fanny  Clark  and  they  have  these  children:  Allie, 
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Oscar,  Avis,  Ray,  Wanda,  McKinley,  Harley  and  Freeman;  Frank  M.  Paul 
is  farming  in  Eden  township;  Carrie  R.  married  Seth  L.  Clark,  of  Alpha, 
and  they  have  these  children:  Sarah  and  Frank  M.,  the  latter  living  in  Ta¬ 
coma,  Washington ;  he  married  Lillie  Burbank  and  they  have  two  sons, 
Carl  and  Gordon.  Laura  A.  Paul  married  L.  G.  Liddle,  of  Eden  township, 
this  county,  and  they  have  these  children :  Clifford,  Paul  and  Russell.  Kittie 
A.  Paul  is  the  wife  of  Will  E.  Stamp,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  and  they  have  three 
children,  Althea,  Lyle  and  Ruth. 

John  T.  Gager  Was  one  of  the  loyal  sons  of  the  North  who  offered  his 
services  to  the  Union  during  the  dark  days  of  the  early  sixties,  enlisting  at 
York,  Illinois,  July  29,  1862,  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Illinois 
Infantry.  The  regiment  was  assigned  to  duty  with  the  Army  of  the  Ohio. 
In  the  fall  of  1862  the  troops  went  on  a  forced  march  from  Louisville  to 
Frankfort,  Kentucky,  arriving  just  in  time  to  save  the  railroad  bridge  from 
burning.  Leaving  there,  they  participated  in  the  campaign  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee  by  the  invasion  of  Bragg  and  Morgan,  the  entire  fall  of  1862, 
marched  to  Scottville,  thence  to  Bowling  Green,  and  at  length  to  Gallatin, 
Tennessee,  where  they  guarded  the  south  tunnel  of  the  Louisville  &  Nash¬ 
ville  railroad.  They  participated  in  the  engagement  at  Laverne  and  Mur¬ 
freesboro  and  garrisoned  Fort  Negley  at  Nashville  during  the  winter  of 
1863-4.  Afterwards  this  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  and 
subsequently  was  with  the  Army  of  Georgia,  participating  in  the  engagements 
at  Resaca,  Burnt  Hickory,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  the 
battles  incident  to  the  siege  and  capture  of  Atlanta  and  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
Mr.  Gager  enjoys  the  distinction  of  having  been  one  of  “Sherman’s  Bum¬ 
mers,”  and  followed  Sherman  to  the  sea,  and  back  to  Washington,  where  he 
took  part  in  the  grand  review  of  the  victorious  armies ;  in  that  city  the  regi¬ 
ment  in  which  Mr.  Gager  served  was  mustered  out,  and  he  was  honorably 
discharged  near  there  on  June  7,  1865,  after  having  most  gallantly  served 
his  country  for  three  years. 

Mr.  Gager  returned  to  the  parental  home  at  York,  Illinois,  at  the  close 
of  the  war,  and  in  October  following  was  married.  He  devoted  himself  as¬ 
siduously  to  farming  upon  land  which  was  purchased  from  savings  from  his 
army  salary,  and  in  1872  came  to  Fayette  county.  He  owned  a  fine  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Bethel  township,  and  he  has  been  very  success¬ 
ful  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser.  He  owns  a  famous  pleasure  ground 
in  Eden  township,  having  set  out  a  two-acre  grove  of  maples,  box-alder, 
elm,  with  some  native  timber,  on  the  banks  of  Crane  creek  and  it  has  be¬ 
come  popular  as  a  picnic  ground.  He  has  a  boat  house,  row  boats,  gasoline 
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launch,  etc.  For  years  he  has  raised  a  fine  grade  of  Poland-China  hogs.  He 
has  made  his  home  in  Alpha  since  1892.  He  has  been  extensively  interested 
in  the  Alpha  Farmers’  Creamery  Company,  of  which  he  is  secretary.  His 
annual  report  on  the  business  and  general  standing  of  this  firm  during  the 
past  two  years  shows  that  this  is  one  of  the  leading  concerns  of  its  kind  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  This  company  was  organized  on  October  17,  1888,  since 
which  time  the  annual  business  has  gradually  increased  until  its  cash  receipts 
during  the  past  year  were  nearly  forty-five  thousand  dollars.  It  is  fully 
equipped  with  modern  appliances,  occupying  a  modern  stone,  brick  and  cement 
building. 

Mr.  Gager  is  now  a  member  of  the  Sutherland  Post  of  the  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic  at  Waucoma,  being  the  present  commander  of  the  post.  He 
is  a  loyal  Republican  and  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  everything  calculated 
to  advance  the  county’s  interests.  He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  'of 
the  Congregational  church. 


HON.  HARRY  P.  HANCOCK. 

The  biographies  of  the  representative  men  of  a  county  bring  to  light  many 
hidden  treasures  of  mind,  character  and  courage,  well  calculated  to  arouse  the 
pride  of  the  family  and  of  the  community  and  it  is  a  source  of  regret  that 
people  are  not  more  familiar  with  the  personal  history  of  such  men,  in  the 
ranks  of  whom  may  be  found  agriculturists,  mechanics,  teachers,  lawyers, 
physicians,  bankers  and  members  of  other  vocations  and  professions.  Hon. 
Harry  P.  Hancock,  the  well-known  attorney  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county, 
is  distinctively  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  locality  and  as  such  has  made 
his  influence  felt  among  his  fellow  men  and  earned  a  name  for  enterprise,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  honor,  that  entitles  him  to  worthy  notice  in  a  work  of  the  nature  of 
this  volume. 

Mr.  Hancock  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  New  York,  September  15, 
1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Harry  and  Louisa  (Traher)  Hancock.  His  ancestors 
came  from  England,  the  father’s  side  from  Cornwall  and  the  mother’s 
from  Plymouth,  Devonshire  county.  On  both  sides  they  came  to  the  United 
States  at  an  early  age  and  settled  in  Wayne  county,  New  York. 

Flarry  P.  Hancock  was  educated  in  Cazenovia  Seminary,  at  Cazenovia. 
New  York,  also  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  at  Ann  Arbor,  graduating 
from  the  latter  in  1878.  Selecting  the  law  as  his  sphere  early  in  life.  Mr. 
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Hancock  lias  devoted  his  energies  to  that,  ignoring  other  aspirations,  in  the 
main,  to  make  himself  what  he  is  today,  a  thorough  master  of  legal  science  in 
all  its  ramifications.  The  common  law,  the  statutes  of  Iowa,  the  history, 
progress  and  growth  of  jurisprudence,  as  well  as  the  higher  and  more  abstruse 
principles  of  equity,  are  all  completely  at  his  command,  constituting  him  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  bar,  which  position  is  readily  conceded  him  by  his  associ¬ 
ates.  As  a  practitioner  he  is  cautious,  vigilant  and  indefatigable,  contesting 
every  point  with  unyielding  tenacity  and  employing  his  legal  knowledge  in 
sustaining  his  positions  and  attacking  those  of  his  adversary.  He  is  forceful 
in  argument,  making  an  excellent  impression  upon  the  jury  and  the  bench. 
He  began  studying  law  with  Judge  Waldron,  of  Saratoga  county,  New  York. 
After  receiving  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws  from  the  above  named  insti¬ 
tution,  he  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  form¬ 
ing  a  partnership  with  Judge  W.  A.  Hoyt  in  1879,  which  partnership  con¬ 
tinued  until  the  death  of  Judge  Hoyt;  since  that  time  Mr.  Hancock  has  prac¬ 
ticed  alone,  and  has  been  very  successful  as  a  general  practitioner.  He  has 
been  retained  as  counsel  by  several  banks.  He  has  also  been  prominent  in 
financial  circles  of  the  county,  having  organized  and  was  vice-president  of  the 
State  bank  at  St.  Charles,  Minnesota,  and  he  organized  and  was  the  first 
president  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Perham,  Minnesota.  He  is  a 
director  and  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  is  inter¬ 
ested  in  its  management. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hancock  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  been  prominent  in 
the  affairs  of  the  same  for  some  time.  He  was  state  presidential  elector  of 
Iowa  in  the  Harrison  campaign  of  1888  and  stumped  the  state.  He  was 
prosecuting  attorney  of  Fayette  county  for  six  years,  from  1895  to  1900,  per¬ 
forming  his  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  gain  the  approval  of  his  constitu¬ 
ents  and  the  admiration  of  his  party  opponents.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  president  of  the  city  school  board.  Religiously  he  is  an  Episcopalian. 
He  belongs  to  the  Commercial  Club  of  West  Union,  the  Knights  of  Pythias 
and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  having  been  a  charter  member  of  all 
the  foregoing  associations.  But  the  club  he  takes  most  delight  and  interest 
in  is  the  “H.  A.  L.  Club”  (the  Historical  and  Literary  Society)  of  West 
Union,  of  which  he  is  the  only  living  charter  member.  He  with  a  few  kin¬ 
dred  spirits  organized  it  in  1879,  for  the  discussion  of  general  historical  and 
literary  subjects.  The  members  have  met  in  Mr.  Hancock's  office  once  a 
week  during  the  club  sessions  since  it  was  organized  and  the  interest  in  the 
same  has  never  abated.  It  is  the  oldest  club  of  its  kind  in  the  state.  It  is 
limited  to  fifteen  members,  and  its  members  are  the  leading  literary  people  of 
the  community. 
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Mr.  Hancock  is  an  eloquent  and  talented  public  speaker,  profoundly  edu¬ 
cated,  widely  read  and  has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  public  affairs. 

Mr.  Hancock  was  married  on  July  2,  1879,  to  Octavia  Lansing,  of 
Cazenovia,  New  York,  the  daughter  of  Lyman  and  Cornelia  (Webster) 
Lansing,  an  excellent  old  colonial  family  of  Cazenovia.  Her  direct  ancestors 
came  from  England  in  1636  and  settled  in  Connecticut,  and  she  is  connected 
with  the  old  New  England  Webster,  Evans  and  Lansing  colonial  families. 
The  city  of  Lansingburg  in  New  York  is  named  after  the  family.  And  today 
there  can  be  seen  at  the  capitol  at  Albany,  New  York,  a  fine  oil  painting  of 
her  great-great-grandfather,  Garrett  Y.  Lansing.  She  can  be  several  times 
over  a  Colonial  Dame  and  Daughter  of  the  American  Revolution,  as  her  direct 
ancestors  fought  in  the  Revolution  and  the  Avar  of  1812,  as  well  as  members 
of  the  immediate  family  in  the  late  Rebellion. 

Emma  Hancock,  the  only  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harry  P.  Han¬ 
cock,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  February  14,  1885.  She  is  a  graduate  of 
the  West  Union  high  school,  and  of  the  Iowa  State  College  at  Ames,  receiving 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science  from  the  latter.  She  is  now  making  a 
specialty  of  nature  and  agricultural  studies  in  high-school  work  and  county 
institutes.  She  is  a  talented,  highly  accomplished,  broad-minded  and  genial 
young  lady  Avho  has  attained  more  than  medium  success  in  her  chosen  work. 


DANIEL  W.  POTTER. 

While  it  is  a  great  hardship  and  a  deprivation  of  many  advantages,  still 
nothing  develops  strength  of  character  more  than  for  a  boy  to  be  left  at  an 
early  age  in  charge  of  the  fortunes  of  his  mother  and  the  younger  children 
of  the  family.  Here  he  develops  self-reliance  and  ability  for  management, 
and  realizes  the  value  of  sacrifice.  Such  boys  in  after  life  are  usually  devel¬ 
oped  into  men  Ayho  not  only  gain  a  sufficiency  of  worldly  goods  for  their  needs, 
but  are  also,  like  Mr.  Potter,  among  the  men  Whom  the  community  regards 
most  highly  for  their  general  character. 

Daniel  W.  Potter  Avas  born  in  Bethel  township,  March  31,  1856,  and 
is  said  to  be  the  oldest  Avhite  male  child  born  in  Bethel  township.  His  parents 
were  Robert  C.  and  Lucinda  (Andress)  Potter.  Robert  Avas  the  son  of  Dan¬ 
iel  and  Wealthy  Potter  (see  early  county  history),  who  settled  in  Bethel 
tOAvnship  in  1856.  Robert  C.  was  a  member  of  Company  C,  Thirty-eighth 
IoAva  Infantry,  enlisting  as  a  drummer  and  serving  as  such  until  his  death 
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at  Camp  Carlton,  near  New  Orleans.  He  left  a  widow  and  three  sons,  El¬ 
mer,  Daniel  W.  and  William.  Elmer  and  William  died  soon  after  their 
father,  leaving  Daniel  and  his  mother  alone.  She  remained  on  the  place  until 
her  death,  at  sixty-three.  Daniel  took  charge  of  the  farm  at  sixteen,  still 
owns  it  and  lived  there  until  September,  1909,  when  he  retired  to  Alpha. 
The  farm  now  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  He  was  married, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-two,  on  March  28,  1877,  to  Arlesta  Mourer,  daughter 
of  Joseph  and  Amelia  (Swauger)  Mourer,  of  Fredericksburg  township,  Chick¬ 
asaw  county,  where  they  settled  when  Arlesta  was  fourteen,  she  having  been 
born  in  Wisconsin.  Of  this  marriage  five  children  have  been  born :  Roy, 
of  Greeley,  Colorado;  Orla,  who  is  the  wife  of  C.  E.  Pitts,  a  railroad  man 
of  Sanborn,  Iowa,  was  a  Fayette  county  teacher;  Ernest,  farming  on  the  old 
home  place,  married  Della  Patterson ;  Madge,  who  was  married  August  24. 
1910,  to  Roy  Finch;  Clyde,  a  fanner  of  Chickasaw  county. 

Mr.  Potter  carried  on  general  farming.  He  is  a  Republican,  very  active 
in  politics  and  is  township  chairman.  The  Odd  Fellows  at  Alpha  claim  him 
as  a  brother,  and  he  has  filled  several  of  the  lodge  offices.  He  is  also  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Yeomen,  a  fraternal  insurance  association.  All  his  neighbors 
recognize  him  as  a  man  of  good  ability  and  as  a  friend  to  all.  They  can  only 
wish  that  there  were  a  great  many  more  like  him. 

The  incident  told  of  in  Argo  of  a  man,  boy  and  yoke  of  oxen  perishing 
in  a  prairie  fire  occurred  on  the  farm  which  Mr.  Potter  now  owns,  the  old 
Potter  farm. 


CHARLES  RANDOLPH  BROWN. 

Back  to  sterling  English  stock  the  ancestry  of  Charles  Randolph  Brown, 
late  a  well  known  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  traced,  and  the  biogra¬ 
pher  finds  that  each  successive  generation  of  this  name  has  added  luster  to  an 
escutcheon  of  which  anyone  might  well  be  proud.  The  gentleman  whose 
name  forms  the  caption  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  York,  Livingston  county, 
New  York,  July  12,  1848.  He  was  the  son  of  George  W.  and  Mary  (Mc¬ 
Lean)  Brown,  the  former  the  son  of  Ralph  Brown,  who  came  from  England 
about  1807  and  settled  in  Livingston  county.  The  family  history  may  be 
traced  back  to  Darlington,  England,  where  their  ancestors,  the  Bartons  and 
the  Olivers,  were  people  of  high  standing  and  prominence.  George  W.  Brown 
was  born  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  in  1818.  He  was  married  to 
Mary  A.  McLean,  of  that  county,  in  1843.  In  18^5  he  entered  eighteen  hun- 
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cl  red  acres  of  government  land  in  Iowa  and  in  1868  he  came  to  Fayette  county 
to  live.  Mary  (McLean)  Brown,  mother  of  Charles  R.  Brown,  was  born  in 
1822  and  her  death  occurred  on  September  4,  1856.  In  1858  George  W. 
Brown  married  Antoinette  Hitt,  who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  New 
York,  in  1830. 

George  W.  Brown  was  a  leader  in  his  community  and  he  was  frequently 
called  upon  to  serve  his  fellow  citizens  in  positions  of  public  trust,  and  he 
very  ably  filled  the  offices  of  township  treasurer,  road  supervisor  and  sub¬ 
director  of  schools  for  several  terms.  He  was  a  successful  business  man  and 
became  the  owner  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  improved  farming  land,  and  he 
was  also  extensively  engaged  in  breeding  fine  stock — horses,  shorthorn  cattle, 
hogs  and  sheep.  Being  a  fancier  of  such  stock,  he  raised  them  more  for 
pleasure  than  for  profit.  His  death  occurred  in  San  iVntonio,  Texas,  in  1885. 

Charles  R.  Brown,  of  this  review,  was  the  only  son  of  George  W.  Brown. 
The  former  grew  to  maturity  in  Livingston  county,  New  York,  and  attended 
the  public  schools  there,  where  he  laid  a  good  foundation  and  later  took  a 
course  in  the  Genesee  Academy,  also  attended  college  at  Brockport.  After 
finishing  school,  he  came  west  with  his  father  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in 
1868.  They  located  about  four  miles  northeast  of  Oehvein  and  soon  had  a 
substantial  foothold  in  the  new  territory  where  they  found  everything  marked¬ 
ly  different  from  their  old  home  in  the  East. 

Mr.  Brown  was  married  in  May,  1870,  to  Rachael  Burch,  daughter  of 
Elder  J.  B.  Burch,  the  first  settler  of  Oelwein,  of  whom  more  is  given  else¬ 
where  in  this  work.  Three  children  graced  this  union,  namely :  George  H., 
Ray  H.  and  Antoinette.  The  last  named  was  a  young  lady  who  was  very 
highly  esteemed  owing  to  her  many  praiseworthy  attributes,  and  popular  with 
a  large  circle  of  friends;  she  was  called  to  her  rest  on  February  18,  1899. 
The  two  sons  are  living  in  Oelwein,  and  are  young  men  to  whom  the  future 
promises  much  in  a  business  way.  The  father  of  these  children  died  on 
February  27,  1909,  and  it  Was  generally  felt  that  in  his  death  the  community 
suffered  a  distinct  loss. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown  moved  about  a  mile  north  of 
Oelwein,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  Mr.  Brown’s  father  in  1885, 
when  they  returned  to  the  old  home,  four  miles  from  Oelwein,  where  Mr. 
Brown  continued  farming  and  raising  fancy  stock  as  his  father  had  done. 
Stock  raising  has  been  a  feature  of  this  family’s  work  through  many  genera¬ 
tions,  and  it  is  known  that  away  back  in  England  some  of  the  members  of  this 
family  were  early  recognized  breeders  of  shorthorn  cattle,  and  from  them  has 
descended  to  the  present  family  a  valued  set  of  five  volumes  of  the  original 
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edition  giving  the  registered  pedigree  of  that  stock  of  cattle  from  the  begin¬ 
ning. 

In  1893  Mr.  Brown  moved  into  Oelwein,  after  which  time  he  bought 
and  sold  real  estate  and  made  loans,  having  built  up  quite  an  extensive  busi¬ 
ness.  After  coming  here  he  figured  prominently  in  business  circles.  He  was 
part  owner  of  the  Temple  block  and  had  other  valuable  property  on  Frederick 
street  and  on  First  avenue.  He  was  also  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres 
of  fine  land  in  Smithfield  township.  In  political  life  he  was  an  active  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  his  influence  was  long  strongly  felt  in  local  affairs,  and  his  popular¬ 
ity  was  such  that  he  was  frequently  solicited  to  fill  official  positions,  and  dur¬ 
ing  1901  and  1902  he  filled  the  office  of  mayor  of  Oelwein,  during  which  time 
the  interests  of  the  city  were  carefully  conserved  and  his  administration  met 
the  hearty  approval  of  all  concerned.  The  Brown  family  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  in  all  circles. 


RITCHIE  OGDEN  WOODARD. 

The  record  of  a  busy  and  useful  life  is  always  replete  with  interest.  Such 
an  one  has  been  that  of  Ritchie  Ogden  Woodard,  who  holds  worthy  prestige 
among  the  representative  men  of  West  Union,  and  who,  since  becoming  a 
resident  of  the  city,  has  been  actively  identified  with  different  lines  of  effort 
and  taken  a  leading  part  in  inaugurating  and  carrying  forward  various  im¬ 
portant  enterprises.  Mr.  Woodard  is  a  native  of  Richmond,  Virginia,  where 
he  was  born  November  21,  i860.  His  father,  Henry  Woodard,  who  was  of 
Maine  birth,  was  a  wholesale  grocer  in  the  above  city  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Civil  war,  but  his  strong  and  outspoken  Union  sentiments  not  being 
relished  in  such  a  hotbed  of  secession,  his  property  was  finally  confiscated  and 
he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  state.  Bidding  farewell  to  his  family,  he  started 
north  and  after  various  trying  experiences  arrived  at  Portland,  Maine,  where 
he  remained  until  his  wife  succeeded  in  running  the  blockade  and  reaching 
Washington,  D.  C.,  when  he  rejoined  her  in  that  city.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Eugenia  Gaszynski.  Both  husband  and  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
days  in  the  national  capital,  the  former  dying  in  1883,  the  latter  in  the  year 
1904.  Of  their  children,  Mrs.  James  F.  Graham  lives  in  Washington,  D.  C. ; 
Clement  Clay,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  is  a  journalist  connected  with  the 
New  York  Daily  News;  Ritchie  O.  of  this  review;  Henry  F.,  an  attorney  of 
Washington  City;  Downs  M. 
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Ritchie  Ogden  Woodard  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  the  national 
capital  and  received  his  early  education  in  the  schools  of  the  same.  In  1879 
he  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  made  his  home  with  an  uncle  and 
aunt,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Woodard,  and  from  September  15th  of  that  year 
to  the  present  time  he  has  been  an  honored  resident  of  the  city  and  actively 
interested  in  all  that  tends  to  its  growth  and  welfare.  Shortly  after  coming 
West,  he  occupied  a  position  in  the  Hospital  for  the  Insane  at  Independence, 
where  he  remained  one  and  a  half  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he 
returned  to  West  Union  and,  in  July,  1881,  entered  the  employ  of  Ziegler  & 
Weed,  abstractors.  He  began  working  for  these  gentlemen  as  a  clerk,  but 
soon  took  charge  of  the  books  of  the  firm  and  in  due  season  was  instructed 
with  every  department  of  the  business,  becoming  a  general  utility  man.  After 
the  retirement  of  Mr.  Weed,  about  the  year  1903.  Mr.  Woodard  continued 
with  Mr.  Ziegler  until  1907,  when  the  two  became  partners,  the  firm  thus  con¬ 
stituted  lasting  until  the  death  of  the  senior  member  in  April,  1909,  since 
which  time  the  subject  has  conducted  the  business  alone. 

As  already  indicated,  Mr.  Woodard  has  long  been  quite  active  in  the 
public  affairs  of  West  Union  and  from  time  to  time  has  filled  various  posi¬ 
tions  of  honor  and  trust.  For  several  years  he  was  secretary  of  the  city  school 
board  and  is  now  serving  as  treasurer  of  that  body ;  he  was  also  city  treasurer 
for  one  term  and  as  custodian  of  the  public  funds  proved  capable  and  trust¬ 
worthy  and  fulfilled  every'  requirement  of  the  office.  As  vice-president  of  the 
Fayette  County  Savings  Bank,  in  which  capacity  he  served  several  years,  he 
demonstrated  executive  ability^  of  a  high  order,  in  recognition  of  which  he  was 
afterwards  made  president  of  the  institution,  a  position  he  still  holds.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  last  five  years  he  has  also  been  manager  of  the  Elgin  Canning  Com¬ 
pany’s  business,  an  industry  established  in  1882  principally  through  the  efforts 
of  the  late  Peter  Nicklaus,  since  which  time  it  has  grown  to  enlarged  pro¬ 
portions,  giving  employment  to  more  than  three  hundred  hands  during  the 
busy  seasons  and  furnishing  a  profitable  market  to  the  farmers  of  the  sur¬ 
rounding  country  for  nearly  all  kinds  of  fruit  and  vegetables  usually  put  up 
in  hermetically  sealed  cans.  The  plant,  which  is  located  in  the  town  of  Elgin, 
is  supplied  with  every  modern  improvement  and  convenience  required  in  the 
canning  industry  and  the  business,  already  large,  is  rapidly'  increasing  in 
order  to  meet  the  growing  demand  for  the  product.  1  he  various  brands  of 
vegetables,  fruits,  etc.,  put  up  in  this  establishment  have  a  wide  reputation  in 
the  markets  and  their  extensive  sales  bespeak  an  enlargement  of  the  plant’s 
capacity  at  no  distant  day.  S.  B.  Ziegler  was  president  of  the  company  until 
his  death,  in  1909,  the  other  officers  at  the  present  time  being;  C.  F.  Becker, 
treasurer,  P.  M.  Weaver,  secretary,  and  R.  O.  Woodard,  general  manager. 
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Mr.  Woodard  is  an  influential  factor  in  political  affairs,  both  local  and 
general,  and  as  chairman  of  the  Republican  central  committee,  of  Fayette 
county,  has  rendered  valuable  service  to  his  party  in  a  number  of  campaigns. 
After  serving  three  years  in  that  capacity  and  demonstrating  marked  abilities 
as  a  counsellor  and  leader,  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  state  central  com¬ 
mittee,  which  position  he  filled  very  acceptably  for  a  period  of  four  years. 
In  his  fraternal  relations  he  belongs  to  the  order  of  Freemasons,  holding  mem¬ 
bership  with  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  in  addition  to  which  he  has  also  risen 
to  the  Royal  Arch  and  Knight  Templar  degrees,  besides  being  a  zealous 
worker  in  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  in  the  city  of  his  residence. 
Religiously,  he  was  reared  in  the  Episcopal  faith,  but  for  a  number  of  years 
has  been  a  Presbyterian,  being,  with  his  wife,  a  respected  member  of  the 
church  of  that  denomination  in  West  Union  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  its 
support  and  to  the  various  lines  of  good  work  under  its  auspices. 

On  the  first  day  of  September,  1886,  Mr.  Woodard  was  happily  married 
to  Mary  Carver  Barrell,  an  accomplished  young  lady  of  Lynn,  Massachusetts, 
and  a  member  of  an  old  and  esteemed  family  of  that  place.  Mrs.  Woodard 
received  a  superior  education  under  the  direction  of  private  tutors  and  an  ex¬ 
cellent  musical  training  in  Boston,  where  for  some  years  she  enjoyed  the  in¬ 
struction  of  one  of  the  most  noted  professors  of  music  in  the  city.  She  is  an 
intelligent  and  cultured  lady,  devoted  to  her  home  and  family,  also  popular  in 
social  circles  and  highly  esteemed  by  all  who  know  her.  The  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Woodard  has  resulted  in  three  offspring,  namely :  Henry  Mor¬ 
ton,  born  May,  1888,  died  February  of  the  same  year;  an  infant,  born  in  1891, 
and  George  Barrell,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  19th  of  April,  1896,  and  who 
is  the  only  surviving  child. 


SIDNEY  HERBERT  BEVINS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  president  of  the  First  State  Bank  of 
Hawkeye  and  for  many  years  a  leading  business  man  and  public  spirited  citi¬ 
zen,  is  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  born  in  Eden  township,  December 
19,  1857.  Nathan  Bevins,  his  father,  was  born  May  22,  1824,  at  Warren, 
New  York,  and  his  mother,  whose  family  name  was  Rebecca  Caswell,  first 
saw  the  light  of  day  at  Fort  Ticonderoga,  that  state,  on  November  3,  1831. 
In  an  early  day  these  parents  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and  from  there,  in 
1854,  moved  with  an  ox  team  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Eden 
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township,  where  they  resided  until  the  death  of  the  husband  and  father  in 
August,  1896,  from  which  time  to  the  end  of  her  life  Mrs.  Bevins  made  her 
home  at  Hawkeye,  dying  there  on  the  17th  day  of  April,  1909.  Nathan  and 
Rebecca  Bevins  had  one  daughter  and  four  sons,  the  former,  Martha  Jane, 
dying  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years.  Charles  died  when  twenty- 
two  years  old,  Horace  at  the  age  of  eight  and  Orson  N.  lives  at  Hawkeye. 

The  early  life  of  Sidney  Herbert  Bevins  was  characterized  by  no  incident 
or  experience  outside  the  ordinary,  having  been  spent  under  wholesome  in¬ 
fluences  and  in  attendance  at  the  public  schools  and  the  graded  school  of 
Waucoma  until  at  an  age  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  After  devoting 
several  years  to  teaching,  he  learned  telegraphy,  which  he  followed  for  some 
time  and  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  grain  and  lumber  business,  which 
he  carried  on  with  reasonable  success  for  several  years.  Later  he  dealt  quite 
extensively  in  real  estate  at  Hawkeye,  where  he  located  in  August,  1883,  and  it 
was  there  that  he  also  embarked  upon  his  career  as  a  banker  and  financier,  be¬ 
coming  cashier  of  the  Bank  of  Hawkeye  in  1889  and  holding  the  position  until 
1894.  Since  the  latter  year  he  has  been  president  of  the  First  State  Bank  at 
Hawkeye,  one  of  the  most  popular  and  successful  institutions  of  the  kind  in 
Fayette  county,  and  as  a  business  man  and  financier  he  easily  ranks  among  the 
leading  bankers  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Bevins’  career  has  been  signally  successful  and  in  addition  to  fur¬ 
thering  his  own  interests  he  has  contributed  largely  to  the  material  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  town  and  county  and  used  his  influence  in  behalf  of  every  worthy 
enterprise  for  the  good  of  his  fellow  men.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  on 
all  matters  of  public  moment,  is  a  friend  and  patron  of  the  school,  stands  for 
the  strict  enforcement  of  the  law  and  in  his  own  life  and  conduct  has  always 
tried  to  realize  the  highest  ideals  of  manhood  and  citizenship.  Politically,  he 
wields  an  influence  for  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never  sought  nor  desired 
office,  being  content  with  the  more  satisfactory  career  of  a  business  man  and 
making  every  other  consideration  secondary  thereto.  Financially,  his  suc¬ 
cess  has  been  in  keeping  with  the  interest  he  has  ever  manifested  in  his  various 
enterpises,  owning  valuable  farm  lands  in  Eden,  Bethel  and  Windsor  town¬ 
ships,  also  good  farm  property,  to  say  nothing  of  large  personal  holdings  which 
swell  the  fortune  in  his  possession  to  considerable  magnitude  and  make  him 
one  of  the  substantial  and  well-to-do  men  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides.- 

Mr.  Bevins  was  married  at  Hawkeye,  November  6,  1884,  to  Clara  L. 
Sible  and  is  the  father  of  three  children:  Nathan  S.,  born  August  19,  1886; 
Myrtle  R.,  born  September  25,  1893,  and  Beckey  B.,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  May  5,  1908. 
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Mu  Bevins  has  no  chinch  affiliations,  but  respects  religion  very  highly 
and  believes  it  to  be  a  corrective  for  the  evils  to  which  society  and  humanity 
at  laige  aie  addicted.  Fraternally,  he  belongs  to  the  ancient  and  honorable 
order  of  Masonry,  holding  membership  with  Standard  Lodge  No.  351,  in 
which  f  1  om  time  to  time  he  has  been  honored  with  important  office  positions. 
Diligent  in  business,  prompt  in  response  to  every  call  of  duty,  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  his  town  and  respected  in  the  social  circle,  he  has  made  the  world 
bettei  by  his  influence  and  is  today  numbered  among  the  enterprising  men  of 
his  day  and  generation  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 


ALFRED  HANSON. 

Among  those  men  of  enterprise  and  ability  who  have  had  much  to  do 
with  the  progress  and  prosperity  which  has  characterized  the  thriving  city  of 
Oelwein,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  numbered.  Possessing  business  ability 
of  a  high  order  and  an  integrity  that  has  never  been  questioned,  he  has  for 
several  years  assumed  a  high  position  among  the  leaders  of  the  city’s  com¬ 
mercial  and  financial  men,  and  as  a  representative  of  the  section  where  he 
lives  he  is  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this  nature. 

Alfred  Hanson  is  a  native  son  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  having  been  born 
on  a  farm  near  Oelwein,- May  3,  1862.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  Hanson, 
who  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county  and  highly  respected  because  of  his 
sterling  qualities  of  character.  For  a  more  extended  mention  of  his  family, 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Thomas  L.  Hanson,  elsewhere  in  this 
work.  The  subject’s  boyhood  days  were  spent  on  the  homestead  farm  and 
he  secured  his  elementary  training  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood, 
supplementing  this  by  attendance  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  was 
then  for  a  time  a  teacher  in  the  commercial  department  of  the  university,  but 
subsequently  gave  up  that  work  and  returned  to  the  home  farm.  After  his 
marriage,  in  1885,  Mr.  Hanson  began  operations  on  his  own  account  as  a 
farmer  on  rented  land,  in  which  he  w^as  engaged  for  seven  years,  meeting  with 
mai  ked  success  the  meanwhile.  In  1905  moved  to  Oelwein  and,  in  part- 
nei  ship  w  ith  H.  R.  O  Neel,  organized  the  Aetna  State  Bank.  He  w^as  elected 
president  of  the  institution  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  the  spring  of 
1899.  In  that  year  the  subject’s  tvx>  brothers,  Thomas  L.  and  J.  W.  Hanson, 

1  etui  ned  to  Oelwein  and  the  three  brothers  organized  the  Commercial  Sav¬ 
ings  Bank  of  Oelw-ein,  the  officers  of  which  w^ere  as  follows:  President, 

I  homas  L.  Hanson  ;  cashier,  Alfred  Hanson ;  assistant  cashier,  J.  W.  Hanson. 
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The  institution  met  with  a  liberal  patronage  and  was  successful  from  the  start, 
being  soon  numbered  among  the  leading  financial  institutions  of  the  locality. 
In  April,  1901,  the  bank  was  converted  into  a  national  bank  under  the  name 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Oelwein,  the  same  officers  being  retained.  .  The 
success  which  attended  the  institution  in  its  early  days  has  remained  with  it 
and  today  it  is  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  influential  banks  in  Fayette 
county.  The  present  officers  are  as  follows :  President,  Thomas  L.  Hanson ; 
vice-president,  A.  C.  Wilson ;  cashier,  Alfred  Hanson ;  assistant  cashiei ,  C.  B. 
Chambers;  directors,  T.  L.  Hanson,  J.  B.  Feltus,  A.  C.  Wilson,  Alfred  Han¬ 
son  A  L.  Hunter,  G.  W.  Teague,  R.  S.  Glenn,  A.  M.  Odell  and  H.  D.  Wood. 
The  bank  is  capitalized  at  $50,000,  and  the  bank’s  statement  for  September, 
1909,  showed  surplus  and  undivided  profits  of  $20,234  and  deposits  of  $270,- 
341.  The  total  resources  amount  to  $365,661.  This  is  certainly  a  splendid 
showing  for  so  young  an  institution  located  in  a  city  no  larger  than  Oelwein 
and  reflects  greatly  to  the  credit  of  the  cashier,  who  to  a  large  extent  has  m 
his  hands  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

In  March,  1908,  Alfred  Hanson  was  the  principal  organizer  of  the  Fust 
National  Bank  of  Strawberry  Point,  of  which  bank  he  has  been  the  president 
ever  since  its  organization.  In  1904  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
Readlyn  Savings  Bank,  at  Readlyn,  of  which  he  is  a  member  of  the  boaid  of 
directors,  and  in  the  fall  of  1909  he  helped  organize  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Fayette.  Mr.  Hanson  is  also  the  owner  of  several  valuable  tracts  of  land 
near  Oelwein,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  four  hundred  acres.  He  has  a 
laro-e  interest  in  several  of  the  best  known  business  blocks  in  Oelwein,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Glass  block,  the  Hanson  Brothers  block  and  the  Syndicate  block, 
each  of  which  is  a  credit  to  the  city.  Mr.  Hanson’s  beautiful  home  on  North 
Frederick  street  is  numbered  among  the  best  in  the  city  and  is  a  fa\onte 
gathering  place  for  his  many  friends,  the  spirit  of  true  hospitality  being  ever 

there  in  evidence.  _  . 

Mr.  Hanson  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and  takes  an  active  intei  - 

est  in  local  public  affairs,  being  a  frequent  visitor  to  the  state  conventions  of 
his  party  and  his  advice  being  often  sought  in  political  matters.  However, 
he  has  never  sought  office  for  himself.  He  is  public  spirited  and  his  support  is 
always  given  without  reserve  to  every  movement  calculated  to  advance  tie 

interests  of  the  community  in  any  way.  _ 

On  September  24,  1885,  Mr.  Hanson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Edith 

Scott,  a  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Marcella  (Marston)  Scott,  who  were  early 
settlers  of  Fayette  county,  having  located  southwest  of  Oelwein.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hanson  two  children  have  been  born,  as  follows :  Edith  Marce  a, 
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born  November  2,  1895,  died  July  22,  1908,  and  Marion,  who  was  born 
September  25,  1903.  Mr.  Hanson  is  a  man  of  integrity  and  high  purpose, — 
one  who  has  done  his  share  in  the  upbuilding  of  his  section  and  who  most  just¬ 
ly  deserves  the  high  measure  of  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  throughout  the 
community. 


MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  HENDERSON,  JR. 

Prominent  among  the  representative  business  men  of  Fayette  county  is 
the  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  He  comes  of  stanch  old 
Revolutionary  stock,  and,  inheriting  to  a  marked  degree  the  sterling  qualities 
for  which  his  ancestors  were  long  distinguished,  he  has  acted  well  his  part  in 
life  and  the  honorable  standing  which  he  has  attained  in  business  circles  and 
the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow  men  speak  much  in  praise 
of  a  career  which  from  the  beginning  has  been  characterized  by  success  and 
continued  advancements  such  as  few  achieve.  Martin  Van  Buren  Hender¬ 
son,  Sr.,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born  August  24,  1836,  in  Madison  county, 
New  York,  and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
still  resides.  His  wife  previous  to  her  marriage  was  Clara  C.  Hall,  a  native 
of  Camden,  New  Jersey,  where  her  birth  occurred  on  September  26,  1839,  the 
fathers  of  both  having  served  with  distinction  in  the  war  for  independence, 
the  subject’s  great-grandfather  Henderson  living  to  the  remarkable  age  of 
one  hundred  and  four  years. 

Martin  Van  Buren  Henderson,  Jr.,  was  born  August  5,  1874,  in  West- 
field  township  and  has  been  a  life-long  resident  of  the  county  of  Fayette.  At 
the  proper  age  he  entered  the  public  schools  of  Hawkeye,  where  he  made  sub¬ 
stantial  progress,  later  pursuing  his  studies  for  some  time  in  the  schools  of 
West  Union,  the  training  thus  received  being  afterwards  supplemented  by  a 
full  course  in  the  commercial  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University, 
where  he  fitted  himself  for  the  responsible  position  which  he  has  since  held. 
At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Henderson  entered  the  old  Bank  of  Hawkeye 
as  first  assistant  cashier,  and  in  1894,  when  the  First  State  Bank  of  that  town 
was  organized,  he  was  made  cashier  of  the  institution,  being  but  eighteen 
years  old  at  the  time  and  the  youngest  cashier  of  a  state  bank  in  Iowa. 

Mr.  Henderson  has  held  the  above  honorable  and  responsible  position  to 
the  present  time,  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon  him  with  ability  and 
credit,  also  manifesting  a  lively  interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare 
of  the  institution  and  gaining  more  than  a  local  reputation  as  a  capable  official 
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and  wide-awake,  farseeing  business  man.  He  is  a  thorough  student  of  mone¬ 
tary  questions,  has  broad  and  intelligent  views  of  finance  and  its  relations  to 
the  other  interests  of  the  country,  while  his  practical  experience  in  the  posi¬ 
tion  he  has  so  long  and  so  creditably  held  has  made  him  familiar  with  every 
phase  of  banking  and  an  authority  on  all  matters  relating  to  the  business.  Mr. 
Henderson  has  not  only  been  active  and  influential  in  the  financial  circles  of 
his  town,  but  also  has  been  a  local  leader  of  the  Republican  party  and  judicious 
adviser  in  its  councils.  Notwithstanding  his  indifference  to  official  honors, 
his  fellow  citizens  of  Hawkeye  some  years  ago  elected  him  mayor  of  the 
town,  which  office  he  held  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
public  for  one  term  and  a  position  for  which  his  business  experience  peculiarly 
fitted  him. 

The  domestic  life  of  Mr.  Henderson  dates  from  June  3,  1894,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Jessie  E.  Hull,  of  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  daughter  of 
J.  A.  and  L.  J.  Hull,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Dolly  G. 
and  Josephine  H.  Mrs.  Henderson  dying  May  20,  1902,  Mr.  Henderson  sub¬ 
sequently,  on  January  17,  1905,  took  a  second  wife  in  the  person  of  Margaret 
Riley,  of  West  Union,  who  has  borne  him  three  children,  namely:  Kenneth 
R.,  Martin  V.  and  Anna  Laura  Henderson. 

In  closing  this  brief  review  of  the  career  of  one  of  Hawkeye  s  prominent 
and  respected  business  men  suffice  it  to  state  that  he  has  succeeded  admirably 
in  all  of  his  undertakings  and  honored  every  position  to  which  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens  have  called  him.  Of  unimpeachable  integrity,  public  spirited  in  all  the 
term  implies,  liberal  in  his  benefactions  and  popular  in  the  social  circle,  he  fills 
a  large  place  in  the  public  eye  and  all  who  know  him  pronounce  him  an  affable 
and  courteous  gentleman  who  has  worthily  earned  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 


JAMES  F.  SMITH,  JR. 

A  well  known  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  West  Union,  Fayette 
county,  who  has  won  the  undivided  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come 
into  contact  and  labored  alike  for  the  advancement  of  himself  and  family 
and  the  community  at  large,  is  James  F.  Smith,  Jr.,  who  was  born  near  Bat¬ 
tle  Creek,  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  September  4,  1839.  the  son  of  James 
Floyd  and  Eliza  Ann  (Hoag)  Smith,  both  natives  of  Thompson  county, 
New  York.  The  paternal  grandfather,  James  Smith,  was  bom  near  Ithaca, 
New  York,  and  devoted  his  life  to  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  left  New 
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York  about  1845  and  moved  to  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued  his  trade.  The  maternal  grandparents,  Hewitt  and  Ann  (Ogden) 
Hoag,  lived  in  New  York,  where  Mr.  Hoag  was  horn;  later  in  life  they  moved 
to  Michigan,  where  Mr.  Hoag  followed  farming  and  carpentering  until  his 
death. 

The  parents  of  James  F.  Smith,  Jr.,  were  married  in  New  York,  where 
they  lived  for  a  time,  then  moved  to  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  making  the 
long  journey  in  wagons  drawn  by  oxen.  There,  amid  primitive  surround¬ 
ings,  they  entered  land  and  began  farming,  first  on  forty  acres,  after  they 
had  erected  a  log  house  and  cleared  a  small  “patch.”  Mr.  Smith  was  a 
wagonmaker  by  trade.  I11  those  days  money  was  scarce  and  Mr.  Smith 
would  often  walk  five  miles  in  order  to  do  a  day’s  work.  He  cut  timber  into 
cord  wood,  off  the  ground  which  is  now  the  main  street  of  Battle  Creek.  Mr. 
Smith  was  employed  for  some  time  as  wagonmaker  in  the  Jackson  Wagon 
Works,  one  of  the  best  known  plants  in  the  state.  He  was  a  very  industrious 
man  and  improved  a  good  farm  of  three  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  which  lies  where  the  city  of  Lansing  now  stands.  He 
walked  to  that  city,  quite  a  distance,  to  pay  taxes,  making  his  path  through 
the  dense  woods  by  “blazed”  trees.  There  were  deer,  hears,  wild  cats  and  all 
kinds  of  wild  animals  and  great  varieties  of  fish  in  those  days,  and  the  elder 
Smith,  being  a  hunter  and  fisherman,  kept  his  table  supplied  with  fresh  meat. 
His  family  consisted  of  ten  children. 

In  May,  1854,  the  Smith  family  came  to  Fayette  county  and  settled  one 
mile  north  of  West  Union,  where  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
was  purchased.  A  number  of  other  farms  and  timbered  lands  were  pur¬ 
chased  from  time  to  time,  in  all  five  forty-acre  tracts,  some  in-lots,  and  ninety 
acres  in  bottom  lands.  I11  the  late  seventies,  the  elder  Smith  sold  out  his  vast 
holdings  here  and  moved  to  Kansas,  locating  at  Beloit,  where  he  erected  a 
store  building,  also  bought  land ;  he  later  took  up  a  homestead  in  Thomas 
county,  that  state,  where  he  lived  until  his  death.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig, 
and  he  held  various  small  township  offices.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary 
character,  successful  in  whatever  he  undertook  and  was  liked  by  all  who 
knew  him. 

James  F.  Smith,  Jr.,  was  educated  in  the  old-fashioned  log  school  houses 
in  Michigan  and  at  West  Union  and  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  on  the 
farm  during  the  crop  season.  He  still  owns  the  place  his  father  left  him, 
the  farm  proper  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  also  twenty  acres 
containing  Denton’s  cave.  He  is  a  general  farmer,  raises  small  fruits  and 
nursery  stock,  having  been  successfully  engaged  in  this  line  of  work  for  forty 
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years,  during  which  time  he  has  become  known  as  one  of  the  leading  nursery¬ 
men  of  this  locality.  He  keeps  well  advised  on  all  horticultural  topics.  He 
formerly  kept  a  varied  nursery  stock,  but  he  deals  now  in  evergreens  only. 
In  1892  he  moved  to  West  Union  and  built  his  beautiful  modern  home  the 
following  year  and  has  lived  here  ever  since. 

Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  December,  i860,  to  Lucy  M.  Hacket,  who 
was  born  and  reared  in  Smithfield  township,  Bradford  county,  Pennsylvania, 
the  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Polly  (Phelps)  Hacket,  the  former  born  in 
Massachusetts  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania,  her  people  having  long  been 
well  known  there.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following 
children :  Mrs.  Ella  N.  Forbes,  Mrs.  Jessie  B.  Forbes  and  Mrs.  Alice  Ger¬ 
trude  Pilson. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  members  of  the  Universalist  church,  in  which 
they  take  a  great  deal  of  interest  in  its  various  lines  of  work.  Politically, 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  Republican  and  he  has  been  school  director  for  the  past  twenty- 
five  years,  also  served  as  road  supervisor,  and  while  he  is  deeply  interested  in 
all  that  goes  to  develop  Fayette  county,  he  has  not  aspired  to  public  office, 
always  preferring  to  give  his  exclusive  attention  to  his  horticultural  and  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  hence  his  eminent  success  in  these  chosen  lines. 


THOMAS  D.  REEDER. 

The  agricultural  and  stock  raising  interests  of  Fayette  county  have  no 
better  representative  than  Thomas  D.  Reeder,  who,  like  many  of  his  worthy 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens,  is  a  native  of  the  old  Keystone  state,  having 
been  born  in  Pennsylvania,  January  8,  1847,  but  most  of  his  life  has  been 
spent  in  Iowa,  his  mother  having  brought  him  to  Fayette  county  when  he  was 
seven  years  of  age.  He  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Dorcas  (Kilgor)  Reeder, 
both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  working  in  a  foundry  there  many 
years.  In  1854  the  family  joined  the  tide  of  emigration  setting  in  for  the 
Middle  West  and  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  West  Union. 
While  living  here,  Mrs.  Dorcas  Reeder  married  a  second  time,  her  last  hus¬ 
band  being  Steve  Reeves,  which  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  sons. 

Thomas  D.  Reeder  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  West  Union 
and  remained  under  the  home  roof  until  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in 
1862.  becoming  a  member  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry.  He  saw  some 
hard  service  in  the  West,  under  Capt.  L.  L.  Ainsworth,  serving  with  credit 
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and  marked  devotion  to  duty  until  in  October,  1865.  Although  he  was  but 
fifteen  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted,  he  proved  to  be  just  as  gallant  and 
brave  a  defender  of  the  flag  as  the  matured  men  of  his  regiment,  his  conduct 
at  the  battles  of  Whitestone  Hill  and  Tahkahokutu  being  especially  commend¬ 
able.  After  his  career  in  the  army  he  returned  home  and  began  farming  for 
his  step-father,  later  buying  a  farm  of  three  hundred  acres  in  Union  town¬ 
ship  on  which  he  placed  all  the  important  improvements,  being  an  excellent 
manager  and  a  persistent  worker,  until  his  farm  today  ranks  with  the  best  in 
the  township  in  every  respect.  He  has  very  successfully  carried  on  general 
farming  and  stockraising,  handling  large  numbers  of  Durham  cattle,  having 
long  been  a  well  known  breeder  of  this  special  line;  he  also  raises  Poland 
China  hogs.  He  has  an  attractive  and  nicely  furnished  home  and  many  sub¬ 
stantial  outbuildings.  However,  Mr.  Reeder  is  now  living  practically  retired, 
merely  overseeing  his  extensive  interests,  having  moved  from  his  farm  to 
West  Union  in  1905  Where  he  has  a  pleasant  home. 

Mr.  Reeder  was  married  on  September  13,  1876,  to  Isabella  Montgomery, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Archie  and  Elnaor 
(Kilgore)  Montgomery,  a  well  known  and  highly  respected  family  of  that 
county,  where  Mrs.  Reeder  was  reared  and  educated.  This  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Robert  D.,  John  J.,  Christabel  May, 
Thomas  R.  (deceased),  Alta  Valora.  They  are  all  living  and  have  been 
given  every  attention  possible  as  to  their  education  and  culture. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reeder  are  members  of  the  Universalist  church,  and,  po¬ 
litically,  Mr.  Reeder  is  a  Democrat,  and  while  he  has  not  had  time  to  devote 
any  special  attention  to  political  affairs  he  has  always  been  ready  to  assist  in 
furthering  the  general  good  of  his  county,  and  he  has  held  very  satisfactorily 
such  offices  as  township  trustee  and  all  school  offices,  and  he  has  been  road 
supervisor  many  times.  Fraternally,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  Independ¬ 
ent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  for  a  period  of  thirty-six  years. 

Personally,  Mr.  Reeder  is  a  pleasant  man  to  know,  genial  and  hospitable, 
and  he  has  lived  such  a  life  of  honor  and  integrity  that  he  has  won  and  re¬ 
tained  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  people  of  Fayette  county. 


RANSON  S.  NILES. 

Many  friends  and  acquaintances  of  R.  S.  Niles,  a  well  known  agricul¬ 
turist  for  many  years  in  Fayette  county,  but  now  retired,  know  of  his  energy, 
public  spirit  and  exemplary  character  and  such  a  wholesome  career  will  not 
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soon  be  forgotten.  He  was  born  in  Vermont,  of  hardy  New  England  par¬ 
ents,  March  4,  1834,  the  son  of  Alansor  and  Olive  (Stoddard)  Niles,  both 
natives  of  Vermont.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Icabod  Niles,  was  born  in 
Connecticut,  and  be  was  a  pioneer  in  Alburg,  Vermont,  where  he  established 
a  home  and  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death.  The  maternal  grandfather, 

_ Stoddard,  married  Laura  Ladd,  whose  father  was  one  of  the  earliest 

settlers  in  North  Hero,  Vermont,  where  he  owned  a  large  tract  of  land  and 
was  proprietor  of  a  hotel.  The  father  of  R.  S.  Niles  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Vermont  and  followed  farming,  spending  the  rest  of  his 
life  in  Vermont.  He  took  an  active  part  in  politics,  was  a  YV  hig,  latei  a 
Republican  and  he  held  various  offices  in  those  early  days.  He  and  his  wife 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children.  Icabod  Niles,  grandfather  of  R.  S.  Niles, 
was  also  a  local  politician  and  he  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years. 
Sumner  A.  Niles,  brother  of  R.  S.  Niles,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  as 
was  also  I.  E.,  who  entered  the  service  later  in  the  war;  N.  C.  Niles  also 
served  in  the  Union  army.  R.  S.  Niles  of  this  review  was  a  member  of 
Company  G,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  having  enlisted  in  the 
fall  of  1862,  served  two  years  and  two  months  and  was  discharged  on  account 
of  disabilities,  after  which  he  returned  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  having  first 
come  here  in  1858,  but  he  came  to  the  state  in  1856.  remaining  in  Clayton 
county  the  first  two  years.  He  first  bought  land  near  Auburn  township, 
Fayette  county,  and  remained  on  his  thirty  acres  there  for  several  years,  then 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Windsor  township,  later  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  Bethel  township;  selling  his  land  theie,  he  pui chased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  adjoining  the  old  place  in  Windsor  township  and 
there  he  farmed  with  his  usual  success  until  about  1897.  About  1902  he 
traveled  considerably  and  finally  located  in  West  Union  and  has  since  lived 
retired. 

Mr.  Niles  was  first  married  to  Ruth  x\.  King,  in  the  spring  of  1857.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  W.  King,  who  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
but  who  later  in  life  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  I.  A.;  Alma  is  deceased;  Carrie  May, 
Alice  R.  and  Blanche  B.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  March  1,  1900, 
and  Mr.  Niles  was  married,  on  September  20,  1901,  to  Mrs.  Nancy  H.  (Finch- 
Chandler)  Cowle  Swank.  She  had  been  married  twice  before,  her  first  hus¬ 
band  being  Esq.  Chandler,  Whom  she  married  in  September,  1855,  and  they 
were  the  parents  of  three  children,  Hazen,  born  July  31,  1858,  B.  D.  Chandler, 
who  was  born  on  August  29,  i860,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Her  sec- 
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ond  husband  was  Capt.  Jacob  Swank,  and  the  following  children  were  born 
to  them:  Lulu,  born  January  19,  1868;  Eddie,  born  June  6,  1873,  is  deceased. 

I  be  father  of  these  children  was  captain  of  Company  F,  Third  Iowa  Volun¬ 
teer  Infantry. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Niles,  who  was  born  March  7,  1837,  is  the  daughter  of  James 

B.  and  Hannah  (McDonald)  Finch.  James  B.  Finch  was  born  in  England, 
came  to  America  when  young  and  for  many  years  engaged  in  farming  near 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin.  On  March  7,  1855,  he  came  to  Iowa  and  located 
seven  miles  east  of  West  Union.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-seventh 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  known  as  the  “Gray  Bird  Regiment,”  in  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  Politically,  he  was  a  Whig.  His  fam¬ 
ily  consisted  of  three  girls  and  three  boys;  one  girl  died  at  the  age  of  eleven 
years.  They  were,  R.  M.  Aspland,  living  at  Dundee,  Delaware  county,  Iowa; 

C.  C.,  of  Fayette;  B.  B.,  of  Severy,  Kansas;  Mrs.  R.  S.  Niles,  and  D.  D.,  liv¬ 
ing  at  Trinidad,  Colorado.  D.  D.  Finch  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third  Iowa 
Volunteer  Infantry,  in  1861  and  served  for  three  years,  reenlisted  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  wounded  at  Shiloh  and  taken  prisoner 
and  was  confined  for  six  or  eight  months  in  Libby  prison,  but  he  survived 
both  prison  and  battles. 


EDWARD  MORTIMER  PAUL. 

This  well  known  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  a  representative  citizen  of 
Eden  township  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  November  1,  1854, 
and  is  descended  from  an  old  New  England  family  on  the  paternal  side,  his 
grandfather,  George  W.  Paul,  having  been  a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  on 
the  maternal  side  he  traces  his  family  history  back  many  years  to  the  state  of 
Connecticut.  George  W.  Paul  was  born  in  the  town  of  Dighton,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  November  13,  1804,  and  in  young  manhood  he  married  Mary  Root, 
whose  birth  occurred  at  Cheshire,  Connecticut,  April  30,  1805.  This  couple, 
prior  to  the  year  1852,  moved  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  lives,  both  dying  in  Walworth  county,  he  on  the  20th 
of  September,  1864,  she  in  the  year  1867.  Among  their  children  was  a  son 
Oscar,  who  was  born  October,  1831,  and  spent  his  early  life  in  New  York, 
which  was  his  native  state.  He  accompanied  his  parents  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  grew  to  maturity  on  a  farm  in  Walworth  county  and  there  married,  on  the 
13th  of  December,  1853,  Sarah  A.  Perkins,  whose  people  were  among  the 
early  pioneers  of  that  part  of  the  state. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


I  107 

In  1861  Oscar  S.  Paul  and  wife  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
settled  near  the  village  of  Alpha,  but,  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  ague  at  that 
time,  remained  only  a  brief  period,  returning  to  Wisconsin  within  a  couple  of 
months,  crossing  the  Mississippi  river  on  April  9th  of  the  year  indicated,  the 
day  war  was  formally  declared  by  the  Southern  states.  Mr.  Paul  served  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  war  as  a  private  in  Company  K,  Forty-ninth  Regiment 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  a  regiment  sent  to  Rolla,  Missouri,  to  do  garrison  duty. 
By  reason  of  illness  he  obtained  a  furlough  and  did  not  again  rejoin  his  com¬ 
mand,  having  been  discharged  on  account  of  his  disability.  A  farmer  by 
occupation,  he  made  his  calling  fairly  successful  and  lived  the  remainder  of 
his  days  in  Walworth  county,  where  his  death  occurred  on  September  10, 
1876.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  born  to  Oscar  S.  and 
Sarah  A.  Paul;  Edwin  Mortimer,  of  this  review;  Carrie  R.,  who  married 
Seth  L.  Clark  and  lives  in  the  village  of  Alpha;  Frank  W.,  a  painter  living  in 
the  state  of  Washington;  Laura  A.,  wife  of  L.  G.  Liddle,  of  Waucoma,  and 
Kittie,  now  Mrs.  W.  E.  Stamp,  of  Waterloo,  this  state. 

In  1876,  shortly  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Paul  brought  her 
children  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  her  mother  was  then  living,  the  lat¬ 
ter  moving  to  this  state  in  1861  and  settling  in  Bethel  township  on  land  still 
in  possession  of  her  descendants.  Edwin  Mortimer,  being  the  oldest  of  the 
family,  very  naturally  assumed  the  responsibility  of  supporting  his  widowed 
mother  and  the  younger  children,  accordingly  he  commenced  work  on  the 
above  land  and  in  due  time  developed  and  improved  a  good  farm.  Prior  to 
leaving  Wisconsin  he  attended  high  school  at  Delavan,  that  state,  two  terms, 
which  terminated  his  schooling,  but  his  education  is  largely  of  the  practical 
kind  which  is  obtained  in  the  stern  school  of  experience.  Fie  continued  to 
cultivate  the  above  farm  and  look  after  the  interests  of  the  family  until  the 
younger  children  were  able  to  care  for  themselves,  his  sisters  in  the  meantime 
becoming  teachers,  which  removed  no  small  burden  from  his  shoulders. 

After  a  period  of  twelve  years  on  the  above  place,  during  which  time  his 
younger  brother  became  self  supporting,  Mr.  Paul  married  and  purchased  the 
farm  on  Crane  creek,  one  mile  northwest  of  Alpha,  which  he  still  owns  and 
which,  under  his  efficient  labor  and  management,  is  now  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  valuable  tracts  of  land  in  Eden  township.  It  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  forty-eight  acres  of  excellent  land,  originally  covered  with  small  timber, 
to  remove  which  and  reduce  the  soil  to  cultivation  required  a  great  deal  of 
grubbing  and  other  hard  and  exacting  toil.  When  properly  developed,  how¬ 
ever,  the  soil  proved  exceedingly  fertile  and  at  this  time  could  not  be  bought 
for  five  times  the  price  Mr.  Paul  paid  for  it,  which  was  seventeen  dollars  per 


acre. 
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Mr.  Paul  made  a.  careful  study  of  the  science  of  agriculture  and  is  a  first 
class  farmer,  his  place  being  highly  improved  and  in  many  respects  a  model 
country  home.  Pie  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas  and  tendencies,  cultivates 
the  soil  by  the  most  approved  methods  and  in  connection  therewith  devotes 
considerable  attention  to  livestock,  in  the  raising  of  which  he  has  been  very 
successful.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  as  such  has  been  elected  from 
time  to  time  to  various  local  offices,  having  served  his  township  for  some  years 
as  justice  of  the  peace,  also  as  clerk  and  constable.  He  is  invariably  chosen  a 
delegate  to  the  conventions  of  his  party  and  takes  an  active  part  in  their  de¬ 
liberations,  possessing,  as  he  does,  sound,  practical  intelligence  and  well  bal¬ 
anced  judgment,  qualities  of  especial  value  in  making  platforms,  drafting  reso¬ 
lutions  and  in  formulating  and  directing  policies.  In  matters  religious  he  is  a 
Congregationalist  and  with  his  wife  and  two  daughters  belongs  to  the  local 
church  of  that  denomination  at  Waucoma. 

Mr.  Paul’s  marriage,  to  which  reference  is  made  in  a  preceding  para¬ 
graph,  was  solemnized  on  January  i,  1883,  with  Fannie  Clark,  who  was  born 
in  Eden  township,  November  12,  1861,  being  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Diana 
(Broadbent)  Clark  and  a  sister  of  Seth  Clark,  whose  marriage  to  the  subject’s 
sister,  Carrie  Paul,  has  already  been  noted.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paul  have  eight 
children,  namely:  Allie  B.,  an  accomplished  musician  and  teacher  of  music, 
is  now  the  wife  of  Tracy  E.  Dungey,  a  successful  farmer  in  Bethel  township; 
Oscar  S.,  a  carpenter  and  builder;  Avis  L.,  a  stenographer  at  Charles  City; 
Ray  S.,  a  painter;  Wanda  L.,  Edward  McKinley,  Harley  Clayton  and  Arlo 
Freeman. 


JAMES  M.  WETHERBEE. 

No  one  should  be  stinting  in  his  honor  to  the  silvery-haired  veterans  who 
sacrificed  so  much  to  save  the  national  union  and  to  bring  to  us  of  the  present 
generation  a  great  and  united  country.  We  are  often  prone  to  forget  what 
they  did  for  us,  to  lose  sight  of  their  noble  sacrifices  and  the  hardships  which 
they  endured  for  our  peace,  perpetuity  and  prosperity.  One  such  gallant 
son  of  the  Northland  was  James  M.  Wetherbee,  a  venerable  and  interesting 
resident  of  West  Union,  a  man  greatly  admired  by  a  host  of  friends  in 
Fayette  county  for  his  many  traits  of  sterling  character  and  for  his  past 
record,  which  has  been  without  blemish. 

Mr.  Wetherbee  was  born  in  Royalton,  Niagara  county,  New  York,  No¬ 
vember  4,  1831,  tbe  son  of  Ira  and  Lydia  (Manchester)  Wetherbee,  both 
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natives  of  Fulton  county,  New  York,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  mar¬ 
ried;  soon  after  this  event,  however,  they  came  to  Niagara  county,  and  there 
spent  the  major  part  of  their  subsequent  lives,  the  father  dying  in  West  Union, 
Iowa,  at  the  home  of  his  son,  James  M.,  of  this  review.  He  reached  an  ad¬ 
vanced  age.  as  did  also  his  wife.  They  had  three  children  that  lived  to  years 
of  maturity:  James  M.,  the  eldest;  Harriett  Freeman,  and  Rexa  Burns,  now 
living  at  Potterville,  Michigan.  Several  children  died  in  infancy  or  child¬ 
hood, 

James  M.  Wetherbee  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Niagara 
county,  New  York,  and  there  grew  to  maturity.  He  came  to  Mercer  county, 
Illinois,  in  1856  and  remained  there  two  years  engaged  in  farming.  In  1858 
he  moved  to  Henry  county,  Illinois,  and  farmed  the  land  on  which  the  town 
of  Alpha  is  now  located,  remaining  at  that  place  three  years  or  until  he 
enlisted  in  the  Federal  army,  as  a  private  in  Company  D,  Eighty-third  Illi¬ 
nois  Volunteer  Infantry,  August  7,  1862.  He  was  at  Fort  Donelson  in  1863 
and  was  on  detached  service  for  two  years,  mounted,  in  which  he  participated 
in  many  skirmishes  and  was  much  exposed  to  danger  and  had  a  great  deal 
of  hard  work,  the  duties  of  this  detachment  being  to  control  the  guerrilla 
warfare  and  protect  interests  from  their  depradations.  He  was  twice 
wounded.  He  assisted  in  the  capture  of  the  notorious  guerrilla  leader,  Jake 
Sly,  and  rendered  other  valuable  service  in  his  sojourn  in  this  irregular 
military  service,  and  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  June  26,  1865. 

Mr.  Wetherbee  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  October  1,  1865,  with  two 
yoke  of  oxen  and  two  cows,  locating  first  in  Center  township,  and  then 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Richfield  township  (now  Bethel) 
and  lived  there  from  1867  to  1874,  when  he  moved  to  West  Union,  where  he 
was  in  the  machinery  business  until  1904,  and  in  the  wool  business  continu¬ 
ously  until  the  present  time.  In  1906  he  went  to  South  Dakota  and  took  up 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land,  which  he  has  improved  and 
which  is  located  one  hundred  miles  west  of  Chamberlin. 

Politically,  Mr.  Wetherbee  is  a  Republican.  He  served  as  constable  for 
two  years  in  Henry  county,  Illinois,  also  served  as  school  director  and  road 
supervisor.  He  is  a  member  of  Abernathy  Post,  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  of  which  he  is  the  present  commander. 

In  1854  Mr.  Wetherbee  married  Louisa  Johnston,  a  native  of  New  York 
state,  and  of  Irish  extraction.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  Ellen  is  the  wife  of  E.  N.  Fortney  and  lives  in  Spencer,  Iowa; 
George  W.  lives  in  Lathrop,  California;  Addie  M.  married  Charles  Stuckey 
and  they  live  in  Stockton,  California;  Ira  J.  lives  at  Buffalo  Centei,  low  a, 
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and  May  Brown  Miller  lives  in  Cherokee,  Iowa.  The  mother  of  these  chil¬ 
dren  died  on  August  18,  1866,  and  in  1874  Mr.  Wetherbee  married  his  pres¬ 
ent  wife.  She  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Catherine  M.  Roberts,  and 
she  was  the  widow  of  Lewis  Baker.  Five  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
namely:  Ida  married  Clarence  Augis  and  they  live  in  the  state  of  Idaho; 
James  M.  is  engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  West  Union;  Charles  E.,  for¬ 
merly  in  business  with  his  brother,  is  now  deceased;  William  has  a  homestead 
in  South  Dakota,  and  Cora  is  the  wife  of  Glenn  Kinney,  of  North  Dakota. 
James  M.  Wetherbee,  of  this  review,  has  thirty-four  living  grandchildren, 
and  thirty  great-grandchildren.  He  has  been  an  active  and  hardworking 
man  all  his  life  and  only  retired  when  compelled  to  do  so  by  advancing 
years  and  failing  health.  He  recently  made  a  most  enjoyable  trip  of  four 
months,  during  which  time  he  visited  the  states  of  Idaho,  Washington,  Cali¬ 
fornia  and  the  Dakotas. 


EDWARD  H.  MUMBY. 

A  descendant  of  England,  a  man  fortunate  to  count  himself  by  birth  a 
member  of  that  nation  which  has  spread  its  dominion  farther  than  empire  be¬ 
fore  ever  extended,  which  has  developed  a  language  that  will  soon  become  a 
world  tongue,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  And  it  is  the  virtues  of  just  such 
stalvait  citizens  as  this  man,  the  brawn  of  the  empire,  which  have  made 
England  great  and  are  making  her  descendant,  the  United  States  of  America, 
greater. 

Edward  H.  Mumby  was  born  in  Fulston,  Lincolnshire,  England,  March 

1837,  and  reared  on  a  farm  until  sixteen,  when  he  learned  the  blacksmith 
trade.  He  came  from  England  to  Quebec,  worked  at  his  trade  two  years  in 
Canada,  then,  in  the  fall  of  i860,  moved  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  to  a  farm. 
In  1869  he  came  to  Eden  township,  this  county,  and  for  twenty-one  years 
rented  one  of  Mr.  J.  Harris’s  farms,  the  old  homestead.  He  has  now  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  his  own  in  Eden  township  which  was  deeded  to 
him  by  Mr.  Harris  for  his  excellent  services. 

On  December  10,  1863,  Mr.  Mumby  married  Christie  Ann  Elliott,  who 
was  born  in  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  where  he  lived  several  years.  She 
died  in  1880  and  was  the  mother  of  five  children:  J.  W. ;  Frank  E.,  farmer  in 
Morton  county,  North  Dakota;  Zilla,  wife  of  James  Prouty,  McGregor,  Iowa; 
Marv  Olive,  wife  of  L.  C.  Gifford,  of  West  Union;  Herbert,  farmer  in  Eden 
township.  In  1861  Mr.  Mumby  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty-fifth  Illinois 
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Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  absent  from  home  six  months  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  but  was  discharged  from  hospital  on 
account  of  disability.  He  was  in  the  hospital  longer  than  in  field  service. 
He  is  a  member  of  Sutherland  Post,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  Wau- 
coma,  and  is  a  past  commander.  He  has  been  present  at  four  national  en¬ 
campments,  at  St.  Paul,  Minneapolis,  Chicago  and  Milwaukee.  He  is  a  very 
enthusiastic  member  and  has  done  much  for  the  support  of  his  post.  He  is 
a  Republican,  was  justice  of  the  peace  for  sixteen  years,  and  has  held  other 
township  offices.  The  Waucoma  lodge  of  Masons  claims  him  as  one  of  its 
best  members  and  he  has  filled  most  of  the  offices  in  the  lodge.  He  is  very 
familiar  with  the  Masonic  work  and  has  visited  lodges  in  many  other  states. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star.  Mr.  Mumby’s  reputation  is  above 
reproach  and  he  is  a  very  entertaining  man  with  whom  to  spend  some  time  in 
conversation. 


JOHN  W.  MUMBY. 

It  is  improbable  that  a  better  informed  man  on  general  agricultural  and 
stock  raising  topics  than  John  W.  Murnby,  of  Eden  township,  Fayette  county, 
could  be  found,  as  those  familiar  with  his  record  will  readily  attest.  He  be¬ 
lieves  in  doing  everything  well  and,  taking  a  deep  interest  in  his  work  at  all 
times  and  being  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  persistent  energy,  he  accom¬ 
plishes  a  great  deal  more  than  the  average  man  in  this  line  of  endeavor.  As 
superintendent  of  the  large  Harris  stock  farm  at  Eden,  Eden  township,  he 
fills  a  very  responsible  position  to  his  credit  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his 
employer. 

Mr.  Mumby  was  born  in  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  November  17, 
1864,  and  is  the  son  of  Edward  H.  and  Christie  Ann  (Elliott)  Mumby,  the 
father  born  in  England  in  1837,  coming  to  Quebec,  Canada,  when  a  young 
man,  working  at  the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  learned  in  his  native  country. 
He  came  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  in  i860,  locating  on  a  farm  near  there,  and 
in  1869  he  moved  to  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  for  twenty- 
one  years  rented  one  of  the  Harris  farms.  He  now  lives  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  this  township,  which  Mr.  Harris  gave  him  in 
recognition  of  his  valued  and  faithful  services. 

Mr.  Mumby  and  Christie  Ann  Elliott  were  married  on  December  10, 
1863,  in  Winnebago  county,  Illinois,  where  he  lived  several  years.  His  wife, 
who  bore  him  the  following  five  children,  died  in  1880:  J.  W.,  of  this  review; 
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Frank  E.,  a  farmer  in  Morton  county,  North  Dakota;  Zilla,  wife  of  James 
Prouty,  of  McGregor,  Iowa;  Mary  Olive,  wife  of  L.  C.  Gifford,  of  West 
Union ;  Herbert,  who  is  farming  in  Eden  township.  The  father  was  a  soldier 
in  an  Illinois  regiment  during  the  Civil  war.  He  is  a  Republican,  a  Mason 
and  an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  a  man 
well  liked  by  everyone.  See  his  sketch  in  this  work. 

John  W.  Mumby,  of  this  review,  remained  at  home  until  past  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  assisting  his  father  in  the  farm  work  and  attending  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  Eden  township.  Early  in  life  he  began  to  work  for  J.  Harris 
and  has  been  in  his  employ  for  a  period  of  twenty  years  on  his  large  farm. 
For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  been  superintendent  of  about  twelve  hundred 
acres,  which  he  has  managed  very  successfully,  all  of  this  fine  tract  being  under 
his  supervision.  He  is  up-to-date  in  his  views  of  general  farming  and  he  gets 
the  best  results  possible.  He  keeps  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  head  of  cattle, 
is  a  good  judge  of  the  bovine  tribe  and  knows  well  how  to  properly  care  for 
stock  and  prepare  them  for  the  market.  He  trades  continuously,  and  is  at  all 
seasons  a  very  busy  man.  He  has  four  men  under  his  direction  in  working 
the  place.  He  grows  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  acres  of  corn  each  season. 

Mr.  Mumby  was  married  on  August  26,  1894,  to  Gladys  A.  Roberts, 
daughter  of  H.  N.  Roberts  and  wife,  of  Eden  township,  this  county,  near 
\\  aucoma,  where  Mrs.  Mumby  was  born  and  reared,  receiving  her  education 
in  the  local  schools.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  this  union  :  Glennie  A. ; 
Howard  W.  was  born  November  17,  1898,  on  his  father’s  thirty- fourth  birth¬ 
day  ;  Lee  H.  and  Fay  B. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mumby  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  been  too  busy  all  his 
life  to  seek  public  office  or  mingle  much  with  politicians,  if  he  had  had  the 
desire  to  do  so.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Waucoma,  also  the  Rebekahs. 


JOHN  H.  ERNST. 

It  is  always  pleasant  and  profitable  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man 
who  has  made  a  success  of  life  and  won  the  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  well-known  retired  farmer  whose  name 
heads  this  sketch,  than  whom  a  more  whole-souled  or  popular  man  it  would 
be  difficult  to  find  within  the  limits  of  the  township  where  he  has  his  home. 
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John  H.  Ernst  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  27th  of  August,  1841,  a  son  of  John  D.  and  Katherine  (Pfeiffer)  Ernst. 
These  parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  where  they  were  reared  and  mar¬ 
ried.  In  May,  1834,  attracted  by  the  allurements  held  out  to  them  by  a  free 
country,  where  unlimited  opportunities  awaited  them,  they  took  passage  on  a 
slow-going  sailing  vessel  and  six  weeks  later  landed  on  the  shores  of  this 
country.  They  at  once  located  in  Richland  county,  Ohio,  and  a  few  years 
later  moved  to  Geauga  county,  the  same  state.  They  were  pioneers  of  the 
former  county,  where  they  owned  a  large  tract  of  land,  as  they  did  also  in 
Geauga  county.  In  the  fatherland  Mr.  Ernst  had  followed  the  trade  of  a 
butcher,  but  after  coming  to  the  United  States  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the 
tilling  of  the  soil,  in  which  he  met  with  fair  success.  On  November  8,  1856, 
the  family  came  to  East  Dubuque,  Illinois,  from  which  point  they  went  by 
team  and  boat  to  Highland,  where  the  father  bought  land.  Subsequently  he 
sold  out  there  and  moved  to  Missouri,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his 
days.  He  was  the  father  of  four  children,  namely :  Frederick  was  a  pioneer 
farmer,  owning  land  in  Clayton  and  Fayette  counties,  Iowa,  subsequently  re¬ 
tiring  and  moving  to  Elgin,  Iowa,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1909 ;  Char¬ 
lotte,  who  lived  in  Ohio,  is  deceased;  Irene  Ely,  who  resides  in  Elgin;  John 
H.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch.  Frederick  was  a  member  of  an 
Iowa  regiment  during  the  Civil  war  and  took  part  in  Sherman's  famous 
march  to  the  sea.  John  D.  Ernst,  the  father  of  these  children,  was  a  Demo¬ 
crat  in  political  faith  and  always  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
though  he  never  held  office.  Religiously,  he  belonged  to  the  Evangelical 
church. 

John  H.  Ernst  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county,  attending 
the  public  schools  of  the  locality.  In  young  manhood  he  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  removal  to  the  west,  where  he  gave  his  attention  to  farming. 
On  taking  up  the  battle  of  life  on  his  own  account,  he  rented  land  in  Illyria 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  five  years,  meeting  with  a 
fair  degree  of  success,  and  at  the  end  of  that  period  he  bought  a  farm  in  the 
same  township,  the  tract  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  splendid 
land.  He  devoted  his  energies  exclusively  to  the  improvement  of  the  place, 
making  many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  in  the  same,  until  it 
became  known  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  that  section  of  Fayette  county. 
He  gave  his  personal  attention  to  every  detail  of  the  farm  work,  thus  keeping 
in  close  touch  with  its  operation,  and  his  efforts  were  rewarded  with  abundant 
crops  annually.  In  1907  Mr.  Ernst  retired  from  active  labor  and  moved  to 
West  Union,  where  he  has  since  resided.  During  his  active  years  on  the  farm 


1 1 14 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Mr.  Ernst  gave  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  in  which  he 
met  with  gratifying  success,  being  considered  a  good  judge  of  stock. 

In  1866  Mr.  Ernst  was  married  to  Johanna  Ernst,  a  daughter  of  Christian 
and  Christina  (Beaschler)  Ernst,  natives  of  Germany  who  married  after  com¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  where  their  deaths 
occurred.  1  hree  children  were  born  to  this  union,  Eugene  P.,  Myrtle  and 
Edith,  the  brother  deceased.  Mrs.  Ernst  died  December  14,  1895. 

Politically,  Mr.  Ernst  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  has  taken  an  intelligent 
interest  in  local  public  affairs,  though  he  has  never  aspired  to  nor  held  public 
office  of  any  nature.  He  is  a  member  of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  this  membership  being  peculiarly  consistent  from  the  fact 
that  in  the  fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  in  the  military  service  of  his  country,  be¬ 
coming  a  member  of  Company  D,  Seventh  Regiment  Ohio  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  joining  this  regiment  while  on  a  visit  to  that  state.  He  served  three 
}  ears  and  was  then  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Ohio  Regiment,  which  was  latere 
reorganized.  In  November,  1864,  Mr.  Ernst  was  given  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge  and  immediately  returned  to  his  home.  He  had  given  his  country 
nearly  tlnee  years  of  valiant  and  efficient  service  and  has  just  reason  to  be 
proud  of  his  military  record.  In  every  avenue  of  life’s  activities  he  has  been 
faithful  to  the  duties  which  have  confronted  him  and  by  a  life  of  right  living 
and  irreproachable  conduct  he  has  earned  and  retains  the  sincere  regard  of 
all  with  whom  he  has  been  thrown  in  contact.  Mr.  Ernst  has  one  of  the  model 
homes  of  the  city  of  West  Union,  being  located  on  the  east  hill  overlooking  the 
city,  and  here  he  has  five  acres  to  devote  his  time  to. 


FURNET  A.  KIEL. 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  life  of  one  who,  by  close  attention  to 
business,  has  achieved  marked  success  in  his  chosen  line  of  endeavor  and  risen 
to  an  honorable  position  among  the  enterprising  men  of  his  locality.  Furnat 
A.  Kiel,  of  Smithfield  township,  Fayette  county,  is  one  of  those  estimable 
characters  whose  integrity  and  strong  personality  win  the  confidence  and 
respect  of  their  fellow  men  and  leave  the  impress  of  their  personality  upon  the 
time  in  which  they  live.  He  was  born  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  April  15, 
1868,  and  was  educated  in  the  rural  schools  of  that  community,  and  the  Ger¬ 
man  Lutheran  school  from  which  he  was  graduated,  and  in  that  church  he 
was  confirmed  when  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  is  the  son  of  August  and 
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Minnie  (Bretzeg)  Kiel,  both  born  near  Berlin,  Germany,  the  father  in  Aug¬ 
ust,  1826,  and  the  mother  in  September,  1833;  they  were  children  of  parents 
who  worked  on  farms  of  large  land  owners,  and  when  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Aug¬ 
ust  Kiel  became  of  proper  age  they  also  began  farm  work.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  1855,  and,  desiring  a  home  of  their  own,  they  sought  American  shores 
in  1856,  and  located  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  worked  as  farm 
hands  on  a  large  farm  for  a  number  of  years.  About  1862  or  1863,  Mr.  Kiel 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  in  later  years  added  other  purchases 
and  he  established  a  good  home  and  became  fairly  well-to-do,  owning  an  ex¬ 
cellent  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  at  the  time  of  his  retirement. 
About  1890  he  sold  his  farm  and  retired  from  active  life.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing: 
Fred  W.  lives  in  Scott  township,  Fayette  county;  Herman  lives  in  Green 
county,  Wisconsin;  Henry  lives  at  Artesian,  South  Dakota;  Frank  lives  in 
Martintown,  Green  county,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Mary  Trickle  lives  in  Monroe, 
Wisconsin;  Furnet  A.,  of  this  review;  James  lives  at  Highmore,  South  Da¬ 
kota;  Mrs.  Emma  Trickle  lives  at  Browntown,  Wisconsin.  The  oldest  and 
youngest  children  are  deceased. 

Furnet  A.  Kiel  lived  with  his  parents  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old 
when  he  left  home  and  cam e  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  with  his  brother,  Fred, 
who  rented  a  farm  in  Harlan  township  for  about  two  years.  The  first  year 
Furnet  A.  was  in  this  county  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  then  returned  to  Mon¬ 
roe,  Wisconsin,  and  worked  three  years  in  a  brick  yard  and  at  railroad  work. 
In  1890  he  returned  to  Fayette  county,  and  on  May  26,  1891,  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  acres  in  section  8,  Smithfield  township.  During 
the  summer  of  1891  he  worked  out  as  a  farm  hand  and  in  the  spring  of  1892 
he  moved  onto  his  farm,  where  he  lives  at  present.  He  is  considered  an  hon¬ 
est,  hard-working,  capable  farmer,  a  good  hand  at  any  kind  of  woik  about  a 
place.  He  has  built  a  very  comfortable  and  modern  dwelling  and  spacious 
barns  on  the  farm  since  he  bought  his  present  excellent  place.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  dairying,  and  always  keeps  some  excellent  stock,  making 
a  specialty  of  Duroc-Jersey  hogs.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  these 
lines  of  endeavor. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kiel  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  held  public  office. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Yeoman  Lodge,  No.  94,  of  Fayette,  Iowa,  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

On  December  23,  1891,  Mr.  Kiel  married  Nettie  L.  Adams,  who  was 
born  in  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  May  6,  1871,  and  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  that  place,  graduating  from  the  high  school  with  the  class  of 


1 1 1 6 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1889.  She  is  a  lady  of  refinement  and  the  possessor  of  many  praiseworthy 
traits  which  render  her  a  favorite  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Leander  L.  and  Rebecca  (Cline)  Adams,  who  are  mentioned  fully 
in  a  separate  sketch  in  this  volume.  When  eighteen  years  old  Mrs.  Kiel  se¬ 
cured  a  school  in  Harlan  township  and  taught  there  for  three  years  in  a  very 
acceptable  manner,  giving  up  the  position  upon  her  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kiel  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Grant  Leander,  born  April  26,  1895,  is 
attending  school  in  Fayette;  Louis  Adams  was  born  December  29,  1897. 
Mrs.  Kiel  is  an  active  and  leading  member  of  the  Mothers’  Club,  consisting  of 
twenty-five  members,  which  was  organized  in  March,  1901,  in  Smithfield 
township.  I  he  object  of  the  club  is  a  very  laudable  one — self-improvement. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kiel  gained  prosperity  by  proving  themselves  worthy  of  it,  and 
their  success  in  life  is  a  grand  indication  of  what  can  be  gained  by  industry, 
integrity  and  perseverance. 


HENRY  BADGER. 

A  descendant  of  one  of  the  excellent  and  influential  pioneer  families  of 
Fayette  county  is  Henry  Badger,  owner  of  a  well  kept  and  highly  productive 
farm  in  Union  township,  near  Elgin.  He  is  a  native  of  this  locality,  having 
been  born  in  Fayette  county.  He  received  a  fairly  good  education  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  which  he  attended  during  the  winter-time  and  worked  on  the  home 
farm  during  crop  seasons,  and,  thus  early  becoming  interested  in  and  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  various  phases  of  farming,  he  has  chosen  to  devote  his  life 
work  to  the  same  and  he  has  not  labored  without  adequate  results,  as  his  neat 
home  and  attractive  farm  attest.  His  farm  consists  of  seventy-two  acres. 

Mr.  Badger  was  married  in  1895  to  Addie  Perrine,  daughter  of  an  hon¬ 
ored  family  of  this  county,  where  she  grew  to  maturity  and  was  educated,  and 
this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  daughter,  bearing  the  pretty  name. 
Bernice  May. 

Henry  Badger  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  Yeoman  lodge.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  be  does 
not  aspire  to  offices  of  public  trust,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  his 
farming. 

Mr.  Badger’s  father,  Richard  Badger,  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and 
influence  in  his  day  and  generation  and  a  detailed  account  of  his  life  and  work 
is  deemed  advisable  in  the  history  of  Fayette  county,  where  he  spent  much  of 
his  useful  life;  however,  he  was  a  native  of  Lower  Canada,  where  his  birth 
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occurred  on  December  25,  1829,  the  son  of  Elisha  and  Rebecca  Badger,  both 
born  in  Canada,  where  they  spent  their  early  childhood  days  on  the  farm.  At 
least  that  is  their  record  so  far  as  the  present  generation  is  able  to  determine. 
In  the  year  1838  the  Badger  family  left  there  and  came  to  Illinois,  where  Elisha 
and  Rebecca  Badger  lived  until  their  deaths,  having  spent  their  lives  on  a  farm. 
Richard  Badger  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  Illinois  and  reared 
on  a  farm.  When  twenty-nine  years  of  age  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  near 
Fayette,  where  he  began  farming  and  became  the  owner  of  a  fine  tract  of  land 
of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  four  miles  southeast  of  Maynard.  He 
carried  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  on  an  extensive  scale,  being  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  that  community. 

Richard  Badger  married,  on  November  1,  1857,  Lucy  Lucettia  Gray,  who 
was  born  December  7,  1839.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  B.  and  Lucy 
(Heth)  Gray,  both  natives  of  Saratoga  county,  New  York.  It  was  m  1853 
that  they  settled  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where  they  followed  farming  until 
1857  when  they  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Smithfield  township,  Fayette 
county,  where  they  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  land  on  which 
Mr.  Gray  carried  on  general  farming  until  his  death. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Badger  these  children  were  born :  John  Elisha, 
who  died  when  three  months  old;  Martha  Estell ;  Harmon;  Hemy,  of  this  re¬ 
view;  Alfretta,  deceased;  Margaret,  Mary,  Frank  Ivan,  Lucy  Rebecca,  Rich¬ 
ard  Elmer,  Eugenia,  George  Earl  (deceased). 

Richard  Badger’s  death  occurred  October  25,  1906.  His  wife  is  still 
living.  They  were  excellent  people,  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  them. 


SETH  LUTHER  CLARK. 

Seth  L.  Clark,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  Eden  township  where  he  now  lives,  April  28,  1858.  His 
father,  Hiram  Clark,  a  native  of  Rochester,  New  York,  was  a  son  of  Samuel 
Clark  and  brother  of  Orlando  and  James  Clark,  the  latter  well  known  residents 
of  Eden  township,  where  the  family  has  been  represented  many  years.  Hiram 
Clark,  whose  birth  occurred  on  the  16th  of  June,  1833,  came  to  Iowa  with  his 
parents  and,  securing  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  his  father,  grubbed  out  and 
improved  the  farm  in  the  above  township  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life,  dying  May  22,  1868.  He  married,  on  June  6,  1857,  Caroline  Broad- 
bent,  who  was  born  May  30,  1837,  in  Leicestershire,  England,  and  in  1841 
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came  to  America  with  her  parents,  William  and  Catherine  Broadbent,  who 
first  settled  in  Illinois,  removing  thence  to  Fayette  county  in  1855,  and  settling 
in  Eden  township  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  he  dying 
about  1894,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six,  she  in  1899,  in  her  eighty-sixth  year. 
William  Broadbent  purchased  land  in  Eden  township  which  in  due  time  he 
improved  and  in  after  years  became  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  respected  citizen. 
In  1874  he  lost  his  sight  and  from  that  time  until  his  death,  a  period  of  twenty 
years,  was  totally  blind,  although  he  made  the  most  of  his  misfortune  and 
was  never  cast  down  nor  heard  to  complain.  Of  the  twelve  children  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Catherine  Broadbent,  four  only  survive :  Robert,  “who  lives  at  Akron, 
this  state,  Albeit,  at  Alpha;  William  and  a  younger  brother  in  Colorado. 

1  wo  of  the  sons,  George  and  Robert,  served  in  Company  B,  Ninth  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  during  the  late  Civil  war  and  earned  honorable  records  as  soldiers,  the 
former  dying  at  Corydon,  this  state,  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years.  Mrs. 
Hiram  Clark,  who  departed  this  life  April  18,  1873,  was  the  mother  of  three 
children,  Seth  Luther,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Fanny  R.,  wife  of  E.  M. 
Paul,  and  Martha,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Seth  L.  Clark  was  reared  amid  the  bracing  airs  of  the  country  and  while 
still  young  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm.  He  received  a  fair 
education  in  the  district  schools  and,  having  lost  his  father  when  only  ten 
years  old,  remained  with  his  mother  until  fourteen  and  then  went  to  live 
with  his  uncle,  Orlando  Clark,  with  whom  he  remained  until  twenty  years  of 
age,  when  he  commenced  life  upon  his  own  responsibility.  On  attaining  his 
majority  he  took  possession  of  the  family  homestead  in  Eden  township,  hav¬ 
ing  purchased  his  sister’s  interest  in  the  same  and,  addressing  himself  to  the 
task  of  its  improvement,  soon  had  the  house  rebuilt  and  the  farm  in  excellent 
condition.  Since  moving  to  the  place  he  has  given  his  attention  very  closely 
to  agriculture  and  by  his  industry,  energy  and  good  management  is  now  in 
comfortable  circumstances,  with  a  sufficiency  of  this  world's  goods  at  his  com¬ 
mand  to  insure  his  future  against  w;ant  or  any  other  contingency  that  may 
arise.  As  a  farmer  he  is  energetic  and  methodical,  a  careful  observer  of  the 
soils  and  their  adaptability  to  the  different  crops  and  he  seldom  if  ever  fails 
to  realize  abundant  returns  from  the  labor  expended  on  his  fields. 

Mr.  Clark  is  quiet  and  unassuming,  attends  strictly  to  his  own  affairs, 
but  at  the  same  time  manifests  a  livelv  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  the  community  and  the  common  good  of  his  neighbors  and 
fellow  citizens.  He  stands  for  progress  in  all  the  term  implies,  lends  his  in¬ 
fluence  and  assistance  to  all  laudable  enterprises  and  as  a  Republican  has 
rendered  valuable  service  to  his  party,  though  neither  a  politician  nor  office 
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seeker.  In  his  fraternal  relations  he  is  a  Mason,  belonging  to  the  lodge  at 
Waucoma,  and  with  his  wife  is  also  identified  with  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  at  that  place,  both  being  active  and  influential  workers  in  the  organiza¬ 
tion. 

Mr.  Clark  was  happily  married  on  November  23,  1881,  to  Carrie  R. 
Paul,  who  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  April  9,  1839,  being  a 
daughter  of  Oscar  S.  and  Sarah  A.  Paul,  the  latter  now  Mrs.  J.  T.  Gager,  of 
Eden  township.  For  several  years  prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Clark  taught 
in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  county  and  earned  a  creditable  reputation  f or 
her  efficiency  in  the  school  room,  both  as  a  teacher  and  disciplinarian.  She 
is  a  lady  of  beautiful  life  and  character,  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  social 
and  intellectual  life  of  the  community  and  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  large 
circle  of  friends  and  neighbors  with  whom  she  mingles.  She  has  borne  hei 
husband  two  children,  the  older  of  whom,  Hiram  Paul  Clark,  married  Mabel 
Peters  and  since  his  eighteenth  year  has  been  a  salesman  for  various  mercan¬ 
tile  firms  in  Hawkeye.  Sarah  C.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  is  a  giaduate 
of  the  Waucoma  high  school  and  for  several  years  past  has  been  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  of  Eden  and  other  townships. 


FRANK  L.  MEDBERRY. 

One  of  the  citizens  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  who 
is  eminently  deserving  of  a  place  in  the  history  of  this  locality  is  F.  L.  Med- 
berry,  because  of  his  life  of  close  application  to  legitimate  lines  of  endeavor 
and  his  exemplary  life  among  his  fellow  citizens.  He  comes  from  a  sturdy 
family  of  the  old  Keystone  state,  having  been  born  in  Mercer  county,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  in  i860,  and  he  is  the  son  of  M.  D.  and  S.  A.  (Kilgore)  Medberry, 
the  father  a  native  of  Chenango  county,  New  York,  and  the  mother  a  native  of 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania.  George  Medberry,  the  paternal  grandfather 
of  F.  F.  Medberry,  was  also  a  native  of  New  York,  while  the  maternal  grand¬ 
father  Kilgore  came  to  America  from  Scotland.  When  a  small  boy  the 
father  of  F.  L.  Medberry  came  to  Pennsylvania  and  there  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  old-time  public  schools.  He  devoted  his  life  to  farming  and  car¬ 
pentering.  He  married  in  Pennsylvania,  and  in  1863  he  and  his  wife  came  to 
Iowa  and  located  in  West  Union  and  bought  forty  acres  neai  that  place,  re¬ 
maining  there  until  1875,  then  moved  to  Illyria  township  and  purchased  eighty 
acres  which  M.  D.  Medberry  improved  and  on  which  he  lived  until  his  death 
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in  1889.  He  was  a  general  farmer  and  made  a  good  living  after  coming  to 
Fayette  county,  leaving  some  valuable  property  to  his  family.  He  was  a  Dem¬ 
ocrat  in  politics.  He  and  his  wife  reared  four  sons. 

F.  L.  Medberry,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Union  township,  and  he  also  attended  Ainsworth  Academy,  receiving  a  very 
g-ood  education.  He  assisted  his  father  with  the  work  on  the  farm  as  soon 

o 

as  he  was  old  enough. 

Mr.  Medberry  was  married  in  1886  to  Charlotte  Foxwell  and  soon  there¬ 
after  he  began  farming  for  himself,  renting  land  for  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  got  a  good  start,  and  then  purchased  eighty  acres  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship  on  which  he  remained  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  then  sold  his  place  and 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  in  another  part  of  that  township  and  lived  there 
about  seven  years.  Then  he  sold  out  again  and  bought  a  fine  farm  in  Pleas¬ 
ant  Valley  township,  south  of  Brainard,  which  place  consists  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  the  county  affords  and  which  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  Mr.  Medberry,  being  well  fenced  and  having  on  it  an  excellent 
dwelling  and  good  outbuildings,  orchard,  garden,  in  fact,  everything  that  goes 
to  make  country  life  desirable  and  attractive.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  stock  raising  and  has  become  well  fixed,  all  due  to  his  own  efforts. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Medberry: 
Frances  married  Francis  Robbins,  a  native  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  being 
now  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Rosendale,  Wisconsin ;  Katy  is  a  teacher 
in  Illyria  township;  Elma  studied  in  the  public  schools  of  Illyria  township; 
Tessie  is  living  at  home  and  is  attending  the  public  schools ;  Ivan,  Bertha,  Grace 
and  Gladys  are  also  in  school  and  members  of  the  home  circle. 

Mrs.  Medberry  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Po¬ 
litically,  Mr.  Medberry  is  a  Republican  and  he  was  township  clerk  of  Illyria 
township  for  four  years,  during  which  time  he  rendered  very  faithful  services 
which  won  the  approval  of  all  concerned. 


JOSEPH  PATTERSON. 

It  is  always  pleasant  and  profitable  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man 
who  has  made  a  success  of  life  and  won  the  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  well  known  farmer  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  than  whom  a  more  whole-souled  or  popular  man  it  would  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  find  within  the  limits  of  the  township  where  he  has  his  home. 


JOSEPH  PATTERSON. 


MRS.  MARY  PATTERSON. 


. 
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Joseph  Patterson,  whose  fine  farm  is  located  in  sections  19,  20  and  21, 
Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Buck¬ 
eye  state,  having  been  born  in  Hancock  county,  Ohio,  on  the  13th  day  of 
March,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Graham)  Patterson.  John 
Patterson  was  born  in  Ireland  and  in  young  manhood  accompanied  his 
parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  United  States.  They  first  located  in 
Ohio,  where  the  father  carried  on  farming  until  1850,  when  he  came  to 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  entered  land,  which  he  put  in  cultivation.  He 
also  entered  land  in  Fayette  county,  it  being  that  now  occupied  by  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  He  lived  in  Clayton  county  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  when  he  was  about  seventy  years  old.  He  was  an  energetic  and  in¬ 
dustrious  man  and  was  successful  in  his  business  affairs.  I-n  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican.  His  religious  membership  was  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  took  an  active  interest. 

While  a  resident  of  Ohio,  John  Patterson  was  married  to  Jane  Graham, 
who  was  a  native  of  England,  though  of  Irish  parentage.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Sarah  At¬ 
wood,  Mrs.  Katherine  Thompson,  Mrs.  Martha  Keys,  Wesley,  Aaron,  Sam¬ 
uel,  Joseph  and  Ezra. 

Joseph  Patterson  was  about  twelve  years  old  when  the  family  moved 
from  Ohio  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  the  long  and  tiresome  trip  being  made 
in  wagons,  the  subject  driving  a  team  the  entire  distance.  The  major  part 
of  his  education  was  received  in  an  old-fashioned  log  school  house  in  Iowa, 
his  opportunities  for  attending  school  being  somewhat  limited  from  the 
fact  that  his  assistance  was  needed  in  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the  land 
and  getting  it  in  shape  for  cultivation.  The  country  was  wild  and  the  land 
covered  with  the  primeval  timber,  so  that  toil  of  the  most  strenuous  kind 
was  required  before  the  pioneer  farmer  could  begin  to  realize  any  income 
from  his  land.  Mr.  Patterson  has  remained  on  the  original  Fayette  county 
farm  since  he  was  twenty-one  years  old,  and  has  here  devoted  himself  assidu¬ 
ously  to  its  cultivation,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  very  gratifying  degree  of 
success.  In  connection  with  the  tilling  of  the  soil  he  also  gives  considerable 
attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  including  horses  and  Polled  Angus  cattle, 
in  which  also  he  has  been  successful.  He  maintains  bis  property  at  the  high¬ 
est  standard  of  excellence  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  his 
section  of  the  county. 

When  twenty-one  years  old,  Mr.  Patterson  married  Margaret  Bunkle, 
who  was  a  native  of  Jersey  City,  New  Jersey,  who  is  now  deceased.  To  this 
union  were  born  four  children  :  Arthur,  Mrs.  Lucy  Hitch,  Ida  (deceased)  and 
(7i) 
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Grant.  Subsequently  Mr.  Patterson  married  Mary  Upton,  who  was  born 
April  14,  1838,  in  Maryland,  a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Upton.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  but  she  knew  little  of  her  mother,  who  died 
when  Mary  was  very  young.  She  accompanied  her  father  to  Clayton  county 
in  her  early  life  and  her  marriage  to  Joseph  Patterson  occurred  in  Fayette 
county.  Her  death  occurred  on  December  24,  1909.  To  Joseph  and  Mary 
Patterson  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  five  are  living,  namely:  John, 
deceased ;  Edgar,  of  this  county ;  William,  deceased ;  Grace,  a  resident  of 
Washington;  Bertha,  of  Oklahoma;  Sidney  S.,  who  remains  at  home;  Mary 
and  Martha  Ann,  twins,  a  twin  to  Grace  that  died  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Patterson  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and,  though  he  keeps 
well  posted  on  the  current  issues  of  the  day,  he  takes  no  active  part  in  local 
public  affairs  aside  from  the  casting  of  an  intelligent  ballot.  Religiously  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  church  at  Brainard.  In  every  relation  of  l\fe 
Mr.  Patterson  has  performed  his  full  part  and  because  of  his  sterling  quali¬ 
ties  of  character  and  his  upright  life,  he  has  long  enjoyed  the  unbounded 
respect  of  the  entire  community. 


MARTIN  BOUSKA. 

As  the  name  indicates,  this  gentleman  is  of  foreign  descent,  though  a 
native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Winneshiek  county  in  November,  1857.  His  parents, 
Frank  and  Josephine  Bouska,  natives  of  Bohemia,  were  married  in  that  coun¬ 
try  and  two  of  their  nine  children  were  born  there  prior  to  the  immigration 
of  the  family  to  America  some  time  in  the  early  forties.  On  coming  to  the 
United  States  Frank  Bouska  made  his  way  direct  to  Winneshiek  county, 
Iowa,  where  he  settled  on  government  land  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
developed  a  fine  farm  and  was  in  comfortable  circumstances.  He  lived  a 
long,  active  and  useful  life,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years, 
his  wife  being  eighty-eight  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Of  their 
family,  nine  children  grew  to  maturity  and  are  still  living,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  only  one  residing  in  Fayette  county. 

Martin  Bouska  remained  with  his  parents  until  nineteen  years  of  age 
when  he  came  to  Fayette  county  and  located  on  the  tract  of  land  in  Eden 
township  which  she  still  owns  and  makes  her  home.  The  place  originally 
consisted  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  but  by  his  energy  and  well  directed 
labors  he  has  since  succeeded  in  very  materially  increasing  the  area  of  the 
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farm  until  it  now  contains  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  very  fine  land, 
admirably  adapted  to  agriculture  and  the  raising  of  livestock.  Mr.  Bouska 
was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  and,  having  a  natural  liking  for  the  vo¬ 
cation,  he  has  succeeded  well  and  at  the  present  time  is  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides  as  well  as  one 
of  the  enterprising,  public  spirited  citizens  of  the  community.  He  has  made 
made  many  valuable  improvements  on  his  farm  in  the  way  of  buildings,  etc., 
and  now  has  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  rural  bomes  in  the 
county  of  Fayette,  everything  on  the  place  being  in  first  class  order  and  in¬ 
dicating  the  care  and  attention  of  the  proprietor.  As  already  stated,  he  is 
not  only  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  but  devotes  considerable  interest 
and  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  livestock,  making  Poland  China 
swine  a  specialty,  which  high  grade  animals  he  markets  in  large  numbers 
every  year.  He  also  raises  fine  horses  of  the  Belgian  breed,  and  a  superior 
quality  of  cattle,  his  domestic  animals  of  all  kinds  being  among  the  best 
in  this  part  of  the  state  and  yielding  him  a  large  income. 

Mr.  Bouska  takes  a  lively  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  agriculture 
and  livestock  and,  as  a  member  of  the  Breeders’  Association,  has  been  in¬ 
fluential  in  introducing  a  superior  grade  of  domestic  animals  into  his  section 
of  country,  they  proving  of  great  benefit  to  the  farmers  who  now  find  it 
just  as  easy  and  far  more  valuable  to  keep  good  stock  instead  of  the  ordinary 
and  indifferent  grades  which  were  formerly  the  rule.  He  is  public  spirited, 
believes  in  progress  and  does  all  within  his  power  for  the  material  advance¬ 
ment  of  his  township  and  moral  improvement  of  his  neighborhood.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  pronounced  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  in  religion,  a 
Roman  Catholic,  belonging  with  his  family  to  St.  Mary  s  church  at  W au- 
coma,  to  the  support  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  donor. 

On  the  20th  day  of  January,  1877,  when  a  little  past  twenty  years  of 
age,  Mr.  Bouska  was  united  in  marriage  with  Frances  Resabeck,  of  Auburn 
township,  Fayette  county,  a  young  lady  of  many  estimable  qualities  of  mind 
and  heart  and  popular  among  the  large  circle  of  friends  with  whom  she  is 
accustomed  to  associate.  She  has  borne  her  husband  children  as  follows : 
Anthony,  a  mail  clerk  on  the  Northwestern  railroad  with  headquarters  at 
Omaha,  Nebraska;  Mary  Lucy;  Martin,  a  mail  carrier  on  the  rural  delivery 
route  from  Waucoma;  Josephine  and  Frank,  who  have  left  the  parental  roof 
and  are  doing  for  themselves;  those  still  members  of  the  home  circle  are 
William,  Christ,  Julius  and  Edward,  all  intelligent  and  responding  cheerfully 
to  the  efforts  which  their  parents  are  putting  forth  for  their  improvement. 
On  November  10,  1910,  Joseph,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  at  the  early 
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age  of  forty-five  years.  He  was  a  very  prosperous  breeder  in  Poland  China 
hogs  and  during  the  last  few  years  was  doing  an  enormous  business  in  Duroc- 
fersey  hogs.  The  Bouskas  are  among  the  most  popular  and  highly  esteemed 
families  of  Fayette  county,  the  home  being  a  favorite  stopping  place  for  the 
young  people  of  the  neighborhood  while  the  spirit  of  hospitality  which 
reigns  therein  sweetens  the  welcome  and  delays  the  departure  of  the  guests 
who  are  accustomed  to  share  it. 


JUDGE  ALFRED  N.  HOBSON. 

Alfred  Norman  Hobson  was  born  April  1,  1848,  at  Allegheny  City,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  now  a  part  of  greater  Pittsburg.  He  was  the  eldest  child  of  Joseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Baker)  Hobson,  both  now  deceased.  He  came  to  Fayette 
county  with  his  parents  on  May  4,  1855,  upon  their  removal  to  this  county, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  brief  absences  from  the  county,  has  resided  therein 
ever  since.  His  father  settled  at  Fayette,  where  he  entered  upon  the  practice 
of  law.  In  1858  he  was  elected  county  clerk  and  moved  his  family  to  West 
Union.  After  five  consecutive  terms  as  clerk,  he  was  elected  to  a  seat  in  the 
house  of  the  thirteenth  General  Assembly,  serving  with  ability  during  his  term. 
At  the  close  of  it,  he  was  appointed  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  in  which 
position  he  served  until  the  office  was  abolished. 

Joseph  Hobson  was  a  man  of  great  force  of  character  and  commanding 
influence  and  enjoyed  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife  was  Elizabeth  Baker,  who  was  an  ideal  wife  and  mother,  presiding  over 
the  home  with  dignity  and  tenderness,  giving  the  best  of  care  and  counsel  to 
her  children. 

It  was  under  the  influence  of  such  a  home  that  Alfred  N.  Hobson  grew 
to  manhood.  In  boyhood  he  attended  the  public  schools  of  the  village,  after¬ 
wards  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  later  for  a  brief  period  at  the  State 
University  of  Iowa.  He  chose  law  as  his  profession,  and  entered  upon  the 
study  under  the  direction  of  his  father  and  later  in  the  office  of  L.  L.  Ains¬ 
worth.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  district  court  of  the  state  on 
April  27,  1870,  and  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  on  April  2,  1873.  After 
his  admission  to  the  bar  he  went  to  California  with  a  view  to  locating  theie. 
He  taught  school  one  summer  in  the  mountains  in  Sierra  county,  that  state, 
and  after  an  experience  of  a  few  months  concluded  to  return  to  Iowa. 

From  April,  1871,  to  May,  1873,  Mr.  Hobson  held  a  clerkship  in  the 
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office  of  the  United  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue  at  Dubuque.  During 
his  residence  in  Dubuque  he  spent  his  leisure  time  in  study  and  had  access  to 
many  volumes  from  the  public  library.  He  considers  the  time  thus  spent 
among  the  most  enjoyable  and  useful  experiences  in  life.  In  his  duties  in 
this  clerkship  he  was  trained  to  the  necessity  for  accuracy  and  promptness  and 
o-ained  much  valuable  knowledge  of  business,  and  made  the  acquaintance  of  a 
large  number  of  the  prominent  men  of  Iowa. 

After  his  return  to  West  Union,  in  May,  1873’  Mr.  Hobson  enteied  the 
law  office  of  L.  L.  Ainsworth  as  a  clerk  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until 
after  the  election  of  the  latter  to  Congress.  In  February,  1875?  a  copartnei  ship 
was  formed  which  continued  until  Mr.  Hobson  was  called  to  the  bench  at  the 
beginning  of  1895.  During  the  last  eighteen  months  Judge  Hobson  was  en¬ 
gaged  m  practice,  \\  .  J.  Ainsworth  was  also  a  member  of  the  him. 

During  the  time  he  was  engaged  in  practice  Mr.  Hobson  devoted  his 
energies  to  acquiring  a  thorough  practical  knowledge  of  the  profession,  and 
won  recognition  at  the  bar  of  the  district  as  a  thorough  student  of  the  lav 
and  well  informed  on  all  subjects  necessary  to  successfully  pursue  the  piactice 
of  the  law,  but  was  particularly  recognized  by  the  bar  as  a  chancery  lawyer, 
unsurpassed  in  northern  Iowa.  In  1894  there  was  a  spontaneous  movement 
in  the  district  to  elevate  him  to  the  bench,  and  the  Republicans  tendered  him 
the  nomination,  which  he  accepted.  He  was  elected  and  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  the  position  for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified,  on  January  1, 
1895.  As  a  judge,  he  has  been  remarkably  successful,  not  only  in  earning  the 
esteem  of  the  bar  and  litigants,  but  in  the  care  and  caution  exercised  in  ruling- 
on  points  of  law,  in  his  methods  of  expediting  business  in  the  court  room, 
and  in  rendering  decisions  that  have  been  affirmed  in  the  higher  judicial 
tribunals.  His  judicial  district  consists  of  the  counties  of  Allamakee,  Clay¬ 
ton,  Winneshiek,  Fayette,  Howard  and  Chickasaw.  Judge  Hobson  was  re¬ 
nominated  by  acclamation  in  1898,  1902,  1906  and  1910,  and  le-elected  with¬ 
out  opposition  in  the  recent  general  election,  and  has  always  been  le-elected 
either  without  opposition  or  with  only  nominal  opposition. 

In  1878  Judge  Hobson  was  married  to  Martha  K.  Ingham,  daughter  of 
John  B.  and  Catherine  (Neeb)  Ingham,  of  Allegheny  City,  Pennsylvania. 
They  have  had  three  children,  Joseph  Ingham,  Ida  Neeb,  and  Florence  Louise. 
The  latter  died  in  her  tenth  year.  Joseph  is  married  to  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simeon  Howe,  of  Dover  township,  near  West  Union,  and  is  one  of 
the  prosperous  young  business  men  at  Emmetsburg,  Iowa.  Ida  N.  was 
graduated  from  the  department  of  liberal  arts  of  the  State  University  of 
Iowa  in  June,  1909’  anc^  home. 
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Mrs.  Hobson  is  a  woman  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  and,  while  de¬ 
voted  to  her  domestic  duties,  is  imbued  with  the  public  spirit  of  the  modern 
woman,  and  is  active  in  club  work,  being  a  member  of  the  Tourist  Club,  a  well 
established  literary  club,  and  the  Tuesday  Art  Club,  which  has  for  a  number 
of  years  been  an  incentive  to  the  study  of  art.  In  addition  to  her  usual  duties 
in  connection  with  the  church  with  which  she  is  united,  she  has  for  many 
years  been  a  teacher  in  the  Sunday  school  and  has  seen  a  large  number  of 
young  men  and  young  women  go  out  into  life  from  her  classes.  Mrs.  Hobson 
is  also  a  favorite  in  the  social  circles  of  the  community. 

Judge  Hobson  is  a  member  of  the  following,  among  other  societies: 
Iowa  State  Bar  Association;  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa;  National  Geo¬ 
graphic  Society  of  Washington,  D.  C. ;  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient 
Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
Elgin,  Iowa;  a  charter  member  of  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights 
Templar,  West  Union;  a  member  of  Zarephath  Consistory  No.  4,  Daveh- 
port,  Iowa,  Ancient  Accepted  Scottish  Rite  of  Freemasons,  southern  juris¬ 
diction  of  the  United  States;  is  also  a  charter  member  of  West  Union  Lodge 
No.  124,  Knights  of  Pythias,  West  Union.  Judge  and  Mrs.  Hobson  and 
their  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

None  of  the  able  judges  called  to  preside  over  the  courts  of  the  counties 
comprising  the  thirteenth  judicial  district  has  had  a  wider  experience  on  the 
bench  than  has  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  None  was  better  prepared  for  the 
position  prior  to  elevation  thereto.  Now,  in  the  prime  of  life,  rich  in  the 
experience  of  years  of  faithful  service,  his  life  and  health  being  spared,  the 
future  appears  bright  in  its  prospects  for  a  continuance  of  this  service  during 
the  term  for  which  he  has  just  been  re-elected  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
people. 


WILLIE  BRACE. 

This  enterprising  farmer  and  respected  citizen  is  a  native  of  Stephenson 
county,  Illinois,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  13th  day  of  August,  1868. 
His  father  was  Levi  Brace  and  his  mother  Diana  Fairchild,  both  natives  of 
New  York,  but  married  in  Illinois,  to  which  state  they  were  taken  when 
young.  In  1881  Levi  Brace  moved  his  family  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
purchased  a  farm  in  Eden  township,  adjoining  the  one  now  owned  by  the  sub¬ 
ject,  and  on  this  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1897,  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  eighty-one  years.  His  widow,  Who  survives  him,  is  still  in 
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Eden  township  and  has  reached  the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  retaining  to 
a  marked  degree  the  possession  of  her  faculties,  both  physical  and  mental. 

Levi  and  Diana  Brace  reared  a  family  of  nine  children,  all  but  one 
now  living,  their  names  being  as  follows:  George  M.  F.,  Y\  aucoma,  Nettie, 
wife  of  Don  Adams,  of  Armstrong,  Iowa ;  Hattie,  who  married  Mr.  Christy, 
and  lives  in  Seattle,  Washington;  David,  of  Portland,  Oregon;  Eva,  non 
Mrs.  Samuel  Ferguson,  of  Nevada,  Missouri;  Luna,  wife  of  Arthur  Crow- 
ther,  of  Klondike,  Oregon;  Guy,  a  resident  of  Waterloo,  this  state,  and 
Willie,  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  article. 

Willie  Brace  was  a  lad  of  thirteen  when  his  parents  came  to  Iowa  and 
since  that  time  his  life  has  been  very  closely  interwoven  with  material  interests 
and  general  welfare  of  the  township  in  which  he  now  resides.  He  re¬ 
mained  with  his  parents  until  twenty-six  years  old,  when  he,  m  partnership 
with  his  brother  Guy,  commenced  clearing  and  developing  land  m  Eden  town¬ 
ship  but  after  a  short  time  he  was  obliged  to  return  home  to  care  for  his 
father  during  the  latter’s  old  age  and  last  illness.  Sometime  after  his  father  s 
death  he  succeeded  to  eighty  acres  of  the  homestead  and  in  1895  took  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  same,  since  which  year  he  has  erected  substantial  buildings,  be¬ 
sides  making  a  number  of  other  improvements  and  now  has  a  beautiful  and 
valuable  farm  which  in  point  of  fertility  and  general  productiveness  is  not  ex¬ 
celled  by  any  like  area  of  land  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Brace  is  enterprising  in  the  full  sense  of  the  term  and  believes  m 
the  dignitv  of  his  vocation.  As  a  farmer  he  is  easily  the  peer  of  any  man 
of  his  township  similarly  engaged,  being  progressive  in  his  ideas  and  m  favor 
of  modern  methods,  which  he  early  adopted  and  which  with  his  industry 
energy  and  general  good  management  have  contributed  to  the  success  which 
he  has  attained.  For  some  time  past  he  has  devoted  considerable  attention 
to  horticulture  and  the  raising  of  small  fruits  and  now  has  a  small  nursery 
of  two  acres  in  excellent  condition  which  promises  to  become  an  important 
adjunct  to  his  agricultural  interests  in  the  no  distant  future.  Progressive 
and  intelligent,  he  keeps  his  finger  on  the  public  pulse  on  all  matters  of  genera 
import,  has  firm  and  decided  convictions,  which  he  expresses  fearlessly  when 
occasions  may  demand.  In  his  political  allegiance  he  votes  with  the  Republi¬ 
can  party  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  represented  by  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  Yeoman,  in  both  of  which  orders  he  is  an  active 
and  influential  worker.  Among  his  neighbors  and  friends  he  is  held  in  much 
esteem,  his  good  name  standing  above  reproach  and  thus  far  no  blamewort  iy 
act  has  attached  to  his  career,  his  life  being  an  open  book  m  which  no 
blurred  or  marred  pages  are  to  be  found. 
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Mr.  Brace  was  married  on  December  21,  1893,  to  Carrie  E.  Winter, 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Amelia  (Fairchild)  Winter,  the  mother  and  grand¬ 
mother  of  the  contracting  parties  being  sisters,  Mrs.  Winter  coming  to  Iowa 
from  Missouri,  though  a  native  of  New  York  state.  Mrs.  Brace  was  born 
in  Moberly,  Missouri,  but  has  spent  the  greater  part  of  her  life  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  her  girlhood  and  young  womanhood  having  been  among  the 
most  popular  members  of  the  social  circle  in  which  she  moved.  She  was 
reared  under  religious  influences  and  is  now  an  honored  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  Alpha  and  deeply  interested  in  the  good  work 
of  the  same,  as  well  as  in  other  charitable  and  benevolent  enterprises.  Three 
children  have  come  to  brighten  the  home  and  gladden  the  domestic  life  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brace,  viz :  Lloyd  L.,  Lida  I.  and  Donald  M. 


t 


THOMAS  L.  HANSON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  mayor  of  Oelwein,  president  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  that  city,  and  a  successful  farmer,  was  born  at  Keig- 
ley,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Ellen  (Smith)  Han¬ 
son.  Thomas  Hanson  was  an  early  settler  of  Jefferson  township,  Fayette 
county,  coming  here  in  1858.  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Shinoarn 
(Wood)  Hanson  and  was  born  December  9,  1823,  at  Iveigley.  His  parents 
also  were  natives  of  Yorkshire,  the  father  born  April  1,  1787,  and  the 
mother  February  23,  1790.  Thomas  Hanson,  the  subject’s  father,  was  a 
stonemason  in  his  younger  days,  after  being  a  successful  contractor  and 
builder.  On  June  21,  1845,  he  married  Ellen  Smith,  who  was  born  in  York¬ 
shire,  the  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  Smith.  Four  children  were  born  to 
them  in  England,  namely:  Thomas  L.,  the  subject;  Isaac;  Sarah  A.,  who  be¬ 
came  the  wife  of  J.  W.  Drayton;  and  Joseph.  Three  other  children  were 
born  to  these  parents  after  their  arrival  in  Fayette  county,  namely ;  John  W. ; 
Alfred,  who  is  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Oelwein;  Martha  Alice. 
The  Hanson  family  lived  in  Keighley,  England,  untill  1855,  when,  his  father,  a 
farmer,  having  died  in  1854,  Thomas  Hanson  moved  his  family  to  the  home¬ 
stead  farm  and  there  followed  farming  for  two  years.  He  then  brought  his 
family  to  the  United  States,  locating  in  Iowa,  where  he  purchased  eight  acres 
of  land,  located  one  mile  northwest  of  what  is  now  the  prosperous  town  of 
Oelwein.  The  country  at  that  time  was  wild  and  but  sparsely  settled  and 
many  kinds  of  Wild  game  was  to  be  found  about  them,  and  amid  these  con- 
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ditions  the  Hanson  boys  were  reared  to  manhood.  After  paying  for  his  land, 
he  was  without  means  with  which  to  buy  a  team  and  he  was  compelled  to 
hire  his  first  ten  acres  plowed,  paying  for  it  partly  in  cash  and  partly  in  work. 
The  following  spring  he  borrowed  some  money  and  bought  a  yoke  of  two- 
year-old  steers,  to  which  he  hitched  a  home-made  sled,  which  was  his  sole 
substitute  for  a  wagon.  However,  with  these  primitive  arrangements  he 
managed  to  get  through  the  year  and  after  that  was  in  easier  financial  cir¬ 
cumstances.  He  was  industrious  and  a  good  manager  and  met  with  splendid 
success  in  his  operations,  so  that  in  time  he  became  the  owner  of  over  six 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He  took  an  active  inteiest  in  public  afifaiis 
and  served  eight  years  as  trustee  of  Jefferson  township. 

This  brief  recital  shows  the  conditions  under  which  Thomas  L.  Hanson 
was  reared  to  manhood  and  which  moulded  his  character.  His  mother,  Ellen 
(Smith)  Hanson,  who  had  shared  with  her  husband  the  hardships  and 
vicissitudes  of  the  pioneer  life,  lived  to  see  her  children  grow  to  useful  and 
respected  manhood  and  womanhood.  She  died  on  Febiuaiy  6,  1884,  and 
subsequently  her  husband  married  Eliza  Mary  Hanson,  by  whom  was  born 
one  son,  George  L. 


EDWARD  EVERETT  DAY. 

Among  the  citizens  of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  who  have  earned  and 
retain  the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  people  generally,  none  stands  higher 
than  does  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  essentially  a  man  of  action, 
having  for  many  years  been  energetic  in  the  prosecution  of  his  business  af¬ 
fairs,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  gratifying  degree  of  success. 

Edward  E.  Day  is  a  native  son  of  Iowa,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day 
in  Andrew,  Jackson  county,  on  the  31st  day  of  October,  i860,  and  is  a  son  of 
J.  B.  and  Emma  Louisa  (Hughson)  Day.  J.  B.  Day  was  a  nati\  e  of  the 
state  of  Vermont,  who  came  to  Jackson  county,  Iowa,  in  about  1856.  His 

wife  was  a  daughter  of  Clement  and -  (Alden)  Hughson.  They  were 

the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely :  Edward  Everett,  Katie,  Belle,  Rosetta, 
Maud  and  Mabel  (twins),  George  and  one  that  died  in  infancy.  In  1861 
the  family  moved  from  Jackson  county  to  Fayette  county,  where,  neai  Otsego, 
the  father  followed  the  pursuit  of  farming.  About  1867  they  moved  to 
Winthrop,  but  three  years  later  they  returned  to  the  farm  at  Otsego.  Again, 
in  1873.  they  moved,  going  to  Fayette  for  a  year,  and  then  again  leturned  to 

the  Otsego  home. 
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During  these  transitory  years,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  schools 
in  the  various  localities  of  the  family  residence,  and  being  ambitious  and 
studious,  he  made  such  rapid  advance  in  his  studies  that  at  the  age  of  seven¬ 
teen  years  he  began  teaching  school,  though  not  old  enough  to  secure  a  regu¬ 
lar  teacher’s  license.  He  first  taught  a  term  of  summer  school  two  and  a 
half  miles  southeast  of  Oelwein,  after  which  he  taught  two  winter  terms,  the 
first  one  being  three  miles  northeast  of  Oelwein  and  the  next  four  miles  north¬ 
west  of  that  city.  The  following  winter  he  attended  as  a  student  Miss 
McMullen’s  select  school  at  Oelwein,  and  a  year  later  was  engaged  as  a 
teacher  in  a  school  one  and  a  half  miles  north  of  that  place. 

Returning  then  to  the  home  farm,  Mr.  Day  remained  there  a  year,  and 
was  married  and  then  took  up  agricultural  affairs  on  his  own  account  on  a 
farm  three  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  Oelwein,  this  being  where  the  Otsego 
postoffice  was  formerly  located.  Two  years  later  he  located  on  a  farm 
a  mile  farther  southeast,  where  he  remained  eight  years,  meeting  with  splendid 
success  the  meanwhile.  In  1893  Mr.  Day  bought  a  farm  located  two  and 
three-quarters  miles  southeast  of  Oelwein,  on  which  he  resided  until  the  spring 
of  1900,  when  he  moved  into  the  town  of  Oelwein,  where  he  erected  a  hand¬ 
some  and  attractive  residence  on  the  northeast  corner  of  North  Frederick  and 
Third  streets.  His  removal  to  this  city  was  caused  principally  by  the  fact 
that  he  had  accepted  the  position  of  secretary  of  the  Oelwein  Farmers’ 
Creamery  Company,  which  position  he  retained  until  1904,  performing  the 
responsible  duties  of  the  position  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  stockholders. 
In  addition  to  his  original  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  Mr.  Day  has 
bought  and  sold  several  others,  being  now  the  owner  of  two  others,  one  near 
Oelwein  and  the  other  one  in  Wisconsin,  the  latter  consisting  of  five  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land. 

On  March  25,  1883,  Mr.  Day  was  united  in  marriage  with  Alice  Smith, 
the  daughter  of  Samwell  and  Hannah  (Park)  Smith.  Mrs.  Day  and  her 
parents  were  natives  of  Keighley,  Yorkshire,  England.  The  father  came  to 
the  United  States,  locating  near  Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1868,  he 
being  joined  in  1870  by  the  other  members  of  the  family.  In  England  Sam- 
well  Day  was  an  expert  machinist,  but  since  locating  in  Fayette  county  he 
has  followed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  exclusively  and  with  a  very  gratifying 
degree  of  success.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Day  have  been  born  five  children,  namely  : 
Everett  Vernon,  Mabel  Alice,  Shirley  Louise,  Inez  Isabel  and  Gladys  Hannah. 
Everett  Vernon,  after  completing  his  elementary  education  in  the  public 
schools,  graduated  from  the  Tipper  Iowa  University  in  1909  and  in  the  fall 
of  the  same  year  he  became  principal  of  the  public  schools  at  Kalona,  Iowa. 
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Mabel  and  Shirley  are  attending  college  at  Fayette  and  the  younger  children 

are  students  in  the  high  school  at  Oelwein. 

Politically,  Mr.  Day  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  of  recent  years 
he  has  rendered  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Prohibition  party,  believing  that 
the  temperance  question  is  the  greatest  issue  now  before  the  Amei  ican  peo¬ 
ple  He  is  a  member  of  the  Oelwein  school  board  and  takes  a  keen  and  in¬ 
telligent  interest  in  educational  matters.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  belonging  to  the  camp  at  Oelwein.  Relig¬ 
iously.  the  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  at  Oelwein, 
of  which  they  are  earnest  and  liberal  supporters,  and  during  the  past  five 
years  Mr.  Day  has  rendered  effective  service  as  superintendent  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath  school,  in  the  operation  of  which  he  is  deeply  interested.  Mr.  Day  has 
had  a  large  part  in  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community 
in  which  he  lives,  his  support  being  given  unreservedly  to  all  worthy  move¬ 
ments  affecting  the  material,  educational,  moral  or  social  welfaie  of  the 
people  generally.  His  efforts  have  been  characterized  by  intelligence,  in¬ 
dustry  and  wise  economy  and  he  is  today  numbered  among  the  leading  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides. 


K.  K.  KLEPPE,  JR. 

It  is  a  fact  recognized  by  all  that  the  United  States  can  boast  of  no  better 
or  more  law-abiding  class  of  citizens  than  the  great  number  of  Norwegians 
who  have  found  homes  within  her  borders.  Though  holding  dear  and  sacred 
the  beloved  homeland,  they  are  none  the  less  devoted  to  the  fair  country  of 
their  adoption  and  should  necessity  require  it  would  be  willing  to  go  forth  m 
battle  for  the  maintenance  of  its  institutions.  Among  this  highly  respected 
class  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  K.  K.  Kleppe,  who  is  operating  a  splendid 

farm  in  Dover  township.  _  ^ 

Mr.  Kleppe  was  born  in  Norway  on  September  21,  1851,  the  son  of  K.  K. 
and  Martha  Kleppe,  both  also  natives  of  Norway.  The  family  came  to 
America  in  1857  and  at  once  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  m  Dover 
township.  Their  first  home  was  in  a  rude  dug-out  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
township.  This  was  their  home  for  about  a  year,  and  during  this  time  the 
father  was  employed  at  fifty  cents  a  day  wages.  Their  condition  was  certainly 
anything  but  encouraging,  and  was  especially  dismal  and  uncomfortable  when 
as  a  result  of  heavy  rains  and  constant  dampness,  the  bedding  and  personal 
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garments  rotted.  They  then  moved  to  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  now 
lives.  About  two  years  later  the  father  was  enabled  to  buy  eighty  acres  of 
land  in  that  location,  and  subsequently  added  more  land.  He  was  energetic 
and  applied  himself  assiduously  to  the  task  of  clearing  this  land  and  ren¬ 
dering  it  fit  for  cultivation.  He  thus  himself  cleared  practically  all  of  the  one 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  comprising  the  farm.  He  erected  a  full  set  of  farm 
buildings  and  made  many  other  permanent  and  substantial  improvements, 
do  him  and  his  wife  have  been  born  seven  children,  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kleppe  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican  and  has 
sei  ved  as  township  treasurer  and  school  trustee.  His  religious  affiliation  is 
with  the  Lutheran  church  and  he  materially  assisted  in  the  organization  of 
the  chinch  heie  in  an  early  day.  Because  of  his  belief  that  the  members  had 
a  right  to  talk  in  church  meetings,  which  was  contrary  to  the  belief  of  his 
church,  he  sepaiated  himself  from  it  and  joined  another  religious  bodv  where 
his  belief  was  more  in  harmony. 

K.  K.  Kleppe,  Jr.,  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  he  received  a  limited 
education  in  the  public  schools,  he  not  being  able  to  attend  until  he  was  sixteen 
years  old.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  twenty-two  years  old,  when 
he  bought  the  eighty  acres  where  he  now  lives  and  at  once  applied  himself 
to  its  improvement  and  cultivation.  He  has  erected  attractive  and  well  ar¬ 
ranged  buildings  and  has  maintained  the  place  at  a  high  standard  of  effi¬ 
ciency  and  productivity.  In  addition  to  following  a  diversified  system  of 
farming,  he  gives  some  attention  to  the  raising  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  and  in 
the  handling  of  livestock  he  has  met  with  excellent  success.  He  is  thoroughly 
practical  and  systematic  in  his  efforts  and  the  success  which  has  crowned  his 
efforts  has  been  richly  earned. 

His  farm  now  comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  and  is  num¬ 
bered  among  the  best  farms  of  the  township. 

At  the  age  of  about  twenty-three  years,  Mr.  Kleppe  was  united  in  mar¬ 
riage  with  Anna  J.  Peterson,  and  they  have  become  the  parents  of  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  namely:  John,  Christopher,  Enoch  (of  Buffalo,  South  Dakota),  Mar¬ 
tha,  Clara,  Jacob  (who  is  a  student  in  Red  Wing  College),  Elmer,  Samuel 
and  Evelyn.  Of  these.  Clara  is  a  resident  of  South  Dakota,  the  others  being 
still  members  of  the  home  circle. 

Politically,  Mr.  Kleppe  is  a  Republican  and  has  served  six  years  as 
township  trustee,  having  also  served  as  road  supervisor  and  has  been  school 
treasurer  ever  since  he  located  where  he  now  lives.  Religiously,  he  is  a  Lu¬ 
theran.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent  personal  qualities  and  takes  a  commendable 
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interest  in  local  public  affairs.  Because  of  what  he  has  accomplished  and 
his  genuine  worth,  he  enjoys  unbounded  respect  and  confidence  throughout 
the  community  where  he  lives. 


HENRY  HARRISON  FOOT. 

The  family  of  this  name,  with  its  connections  by  marriage,  in  Fayette 
county,  constitute  an  element  of  influence  in  the  agricultural  world.  They 
enjoyed  the  benefits  of  a  strong  and  honorable  ancestry,  of  which  they  have 
proved  themselves  worthy  in  every  respect.  The  Foots  were  of  Eastern 
origin,  but  we  hear  of  them  in  the  West  before  the  days  of  the  great  Rebel¬ 
lion.  Ira  Foot  was  born  in  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  but  when  he  was  a  young  man 
his  parents  migrated  to  Preston,  Minnesota,  and  he  came  with  them. 
About  1856  he  appeared  in  Fayette  county,  where,  in  connection 
with  another  young  man,  he  started  a  photograph  gallery  in  West  Union.  He 
married  Sarah,  daughter  of  David  and  Fanny  Thompson,  of  Luzerne  county, 
Pennsylvania,  who  came  to  West  Union  while  a  girl  in  company  with  her 
parents.  After  marriage  the  Foots  went  to  Dover  township  and  lived  there 
about  one  year,  after  which  they  removed  to  Minnesota,  but  did  not  remain 
long  in  that  state.  Returning  to  Dover  township,  Mr.  Foot  bought  a  farm 
of  over  one  hundred  acres  which  he  cultivated  until  1883  and  then  located  in 
Hawkeve.  He  died  there  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  fifty-four,  his 
widow  now  being  a  resident  of  West  Union  and  the  wife  of  C.  C.  Bacon. 

Henry  Harrison  Foot,  son  of  the  foregoing,  was  born  in  Dover  township, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  September  26,  1858.  He  is  of  patriotic  descent  on  both 
sides,  his  father  having  four  brothers  and  his  mother  one  brother  in  the  Union 
army  during  the  Civil  war.  He  began  to  make  his  own  living  when  eighteen 
years  old  and  since  then  has  been  busy  in  various  ways  and  places.  He  did 
farm  work  in  Iowa,  Minnesota  and  Dakota,  and  finally  reached  the  point 
where  he  wished  to  settle  down.  The  first  thought  to  this  end  was  a  wife  and 
he  selected  Clara  M.,  daughter  of  A.  W.  and  Helen  Strain  Henderson,  the 
ceremony  being  performed  September  16,  1885.  The  Hendersons  came  from 
New  York  state  to  Wisconsin  after  the  Civil  war,  but  after  a  brief  residence 
there  concluded  to  cast  their  fortunes  with  Iowa.  During  the  seventies  they 
located  in  Fremont  township,  Fayette  county,  and  were  ever  afterwards  fix¬ 
tures  of  that  section.  For  five  years  after  their  marriage  Mr.  Foot  lived  south 
of  Hawkeye.  In  1890  he  purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  four  acres 
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in  sections  i  and  2  in  Bethel  township,  and  part  across  in  Eden  township, 
and  on  this  place  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foot  have 
had  nine  children  :  Blanch  Maude,  Melva  Belle,  Fern,  Harrison  Henry,  Lulu 
Ruth,  Alfred  James,  Hazel  Lucille  and  Clara  Amy.  Melvin,  twin  brother 
of  Melva  Belle,  died  when  two  months  old.  Mr.  Foot  is  a  member  of  tbe 
Odd  Fellows  and  takes  an  interest  in  all  matters  of  local  progress.  In  a 
quiet  way  he  aims  to  be  a  good  farmer,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  reliable  citi¬ 
zen.  He  stands  well  in  the  community  and  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  integ¬ 
rity.  In  his  farming  operations  he  belongs  to  the  class  of  sturdy-going  men 
who  have  done  so  much  to  place  Iowa  at  the  forefront  of  agricultural  states. 
He  followed  diversified  farming,  which  includes  all  the  cereal  crops  of  the  sec¬ 
tion  and  as  much  livestock  as  is  justified  by  bis  facilities.  He  bas  met  with 
success  in  his  operations  and  this  success  is  chiefly  due  to  his  own  industry, 
economy  and  good  management.  He  has  risen  from  a  common  'farm  hand, 
without  means  or  hacking,  to  become  one  of  the  land  owners  of  the  county 
and  has  taught  the  rising  generation  the  real  way  to  overcome  the  difficul¬ 
ties  of  life.  His  farm  is  in  good  shape  with  suitable  appliances  and  he  does 
not  allow  slipshod  methods  around  the  place. 


WILLIAM  MILLER. 

This  esteemed  and  well  known  citizen  is  a  native  of  Wayne  county,  Ohio, 
and  dates  his  birth  from  November  20,  1846.  Henry  Miller,  his  father,  a 
Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  moved  to  Ohio  about  the  year  1836  and  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life  in  the  latter  state,  rearing  his  family  in  Wayne  county  and 
dying  there  a  number  of  years  ago.  Lie  served  in  the  Mexican  war. 

The  early  experience  of  William  Miller  was  attended  by  no  event 
worthy  of  record,  his  childhood  and  youth  having  been  spent  under  the  pa¬ 
rental  roof,  varied  by  attendance  during  tbe  winter  seasons  at  the  district 
school  near  his  home.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  started  out  to  make  his 
own  way  in  life,  and  after  working  for  one  year  on  a  farm  in  Wisconsin 
went  to  Iowa  where  he  spent  the  ten  years  ensuing.  While  in  Wisconsin  he 
cut  logs  in  the  winter  time  for  so  much  per  thousand  feet  and  during  the 
summer  months  was  employed  in  various  capacities  in  the  mills,  in  this  way 
becoming  familiar  with  the  lumber  interests  and  developing  great  aptitude  in 
all  parts  of  the  business.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  indicated  he  re¬ 
turned  to  his  Ohio  home,  but  after  spending  a  year  there  came  to  Iowa  and 
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purchased,  in  1873,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  Chickasaw  county 
near  the  Fayette  county  line,  to  which  he  removed  his  family  three  years  later. 

Addressing  himself  to  the  task  of  improving  his  land,  it  was  not  long 
until  Mr.  Miller  had  a  goodly  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  and  in  due 
time  his  labors  were  rewarded  with  one  of  the  best  improved  farms  in  the 
community.  He  spared  neither  pains  nor  expense  in  putting  up  good  build¬ 
ings  and  providing  for  the  comfort  of  those  dependent  upon  him  and  during 
the  course  of  the  next  twenty  years  he  not  only  increased  his  farm  but  made 
substantial  progress  as  an  agriculturist  and  stock  raiser,  at  one  time  owning 
considerably  in  excess  of  one  thousand  head  of  cattle  and  hogs,  which  he  dis¬ 
posed  of  at  liberal  prices.  His  land,  which  lies  about  six  miles  from  A  au- 
coma,  with  Fredericksburg  as  the  nearest  town,  is  admirably  adapted  to  gen¬ 
eral  farming  and  pasturage  and  while  he  occupied  it  his  success  was  gratifying. 
By  industry  and  judicious  management  he  succeeded  during  the  time  indi¬ 
cated  in  amassing  a  handsome  competence,  sufficient  in  fact  to  enable  him  to 
retire  from  the  active  duties  of  the  farm  and  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life  at 
less  strenuous  labor.  A  ith  this  object  in  view,  also  with  a  desire  to  provide 
his  children  with  better  educational,  advantages,  Mr.  Miller,  in  1896,  rented 
his  place  and  moved  to  the  pleasant  and  attractive  home  a  short  distance  east 
of  A'aueoma.  where  he  now  resides. 

For  two  years  following  his  retirement  from  the  farm,  Mr.  Miller  was 
ensasred  in  general  merchandising  at  A'aueoma  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Miller  &  Gressler,  but  at  the  end  of  that  time  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
business  and  has  since  been  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  industry  in  a  life  of  ease 
and  quietude.  For  many  years  he  has  kept  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  mat¬ 
ters  of  public  interest  and  as  a  Democrat  has  been  active  in  local  politics,  at¬ 
tending  the  various  nominating  conventions  and  using  his  influence  in  the 
making  of  platforms  and  the  formulating  of  policies.  Although  a  zealous 
worker  for  his  party,  he  has  never  aspired  to  public  position,  but  his  influence 
is  always  sought  by  those  who  seek  office  at  the  hands  of  their  fellow  citizens 
or  ask  favors  as  a  reward  for  partisan  service.  Fraternally,  he  is  an  Odd 
Fellow,  having  passed  all  the  chairs  in  the  subordinate  lodge  to  which  he  be¬ 
longs,  and  he  also  holds  an  important  office  in  the  encampment  besides  being 
an  active  and  influential  member  of  the  canton.  In  religion  he  subscribes  to 
the  plan  and  simple  teachings  of  the  Christian  church  and  with  his  wife  is  a 
zealous  member  of  that  body. 

Mr.  Miller  was  married  at  Fredericksburg,  Iowa,  March  18,  1879,  to 
Flora  Follett,  whose  parents,  Simeon  A.  and  Hannah  (Arood)  Follett,  were 
natives  of  Ohio  and  New  York  respectively,  and  who  came  to  Iowa  about  the 
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year  1849  or  ’50,  their  respective  families  locating  near  Elkader,  in  Clayton 
county.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Follett  were  among  the  earliest  pioneers  of  the 
section  of  country  in  which  they  settled  and  are  remembered  as  a  very  estim¬ 
able  old  couple,  whose  lives  were  as  benedictions  to  their  neighbors  and 
friends.  Simeon  Follett  and  Hannah  Wood  were  married  shortly  after  their 
arrival  in  Clayton  county  and  later  settled  at  Pleasant  Valley,  at  which  place 
and  Elgin  he  worked  for  many  years  at  the  carpenter’s  trade.  When  their 
daughter  was  four  years  old  they  moved  to  Clermont  and  purchased  the  old 
brick  hotel  at  that  place,  which  they  operated  four  years  and  then  bought  a 
farm  one  mile  west  of  the  town,  where  they  lived  until  1876,  when  they 
changed  their  residence  to  Lawler.  Subsequently  Mr.  Follett  located  at  the 
town  of  Alpha,  where  he  died  after  a  residence  of  two  years,  his  death,  in 
1888,  resulting  from  an  injury  received  by  a  team  of  horses  becoming  un¬ 
manageable  and  running  away.  Mrs.  Follett  survived  her  husband  about 
seventeen  years,  living  the  meanwhile  at  Waucoma,  where  her  death  occurred 
in  1905. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller's  family  consists  of  one  son  and  two  daughters, 
namely :  Charles,  engaged  in  telegraphic  construction  in  Texas  and  South 
Dakota;  Nellie,  who  married  Oren  King,  of  Waucoma,  and  had  one  child, 
Dorothy,  who  died  October  11,  1910;  and  Lennis,  now  Mrs.  Julian  Peverill 
of  Waterloo,  this  state;  they  have  one  child.  Juliet. 


MILTON  W.  GRIMES. 

The  gentleman  whose  life  story  is  herewith  briefly  set  forth  is  a  con¬ 
spicuous  example  of  one  who  has  lived  to  good  purpose  and  achieved  a  definite 
degree  of  success  in  the  special  sphere  to  which  his  talents  and  energies  have 
been  devoted.  Milton  W  .Grimes,  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  honored 
citizens  of  Fayette  county,  has,  through  many  decades,  carried  on  farming, 
gradually  improving  his  valuable  place,  and  while  he  has  prospered  in  this, 
he  has  also  found  ample  opportunity  to  assist  in  the  material  development 
of  the  county  and  his  co-operation  has  been  of  value  to  the  general  good. 
Especially  has  this  been  true  of  Union  township,  which  has  long  been  hon¬ 
ored  by  his  citizenship.  He  is  a  native  of  the  good  old  Hoosier  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  August  8,  1848.  He  is  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  an  excellent  Irish  family.  The  first  representative  of  the  family, 
James  Grimes,  who  was  born  in  Ireland,  came  to  America,  penetrated  the 
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wilderness  to  Kentucky  and  was  a  pioneer  in  that  state,  becoming  well  known 
during  the  days  of  its  early  history.  John,  the  subject’s  grandfather,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  married  Mary  McDonald,  a  relative  of  Joseph  McDonald, 
of  Indiana,  and  John  Grimes  and  wife  and  one  child  moved  to  the  last 
named  state  in  1817,  locating  in  the  woods,  on  a  farm  which  Mr.  Grimes  de¬ 
veloped,  having  spent  his  life  as  a  farmer  of  the  early  Indiana  days.  He  had 
the  martial  spirit,  and  served  during  the  war  of  1812  against  the  Indians  in 
Kentucky.  His  death  occurred  on  the  old  home  place  in  1877,  at  the  ad¬ 
vanced  age  of  eighty  years,  which  was  the  age  of  his  wife  when  she  joined 
him  in  the  silent  land  three  years  later.  He  was  a  worker  in  the  Democratic 
party  and  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  nine  children,  one  of  whom,  James,  was  the  father  of  Milton  W., 
of  this  review.  He  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana,  April  28, 
1824,  and  he  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  place,  where  he  learned  farming, 
and,  like  most  children  of  pioneers  in  that  early  day,  his  educational  advan¬ 
tages  were  limited.  He  married  Mary  Hamilton  in  1847.  She  was  a  native 
of  Indiana,  and  in  their  native  state  they  began  their  married  life  on  a 
heavily  timbered  farm.  They  worked  hard,  economized  and  developed  a  fine 
farm  and  a  good  home.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  named  as  follows : 
Milton  W.,  of  this  review ;  George  W.,  who  moved  to  Union  township,  this 
county,  where  he  purchased  a  farm ;  Theodore  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  both 
died  in  Indiana;  Emma  married  Frank  Dunlap  and  is  living  near  the  old 
home  farm;  Gillett  Bonner,  a  farmer  of  Union  township,  and  Martha  Ann, 
of  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a  devoted  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  church  from  early  manhood  throughout  his  career. 
Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  he  was  a  highly  respected  citizen.  His 
death  occurred  in  Indiana,  February  14,  1902,  and  in  1907  his  widow  moved 
to  Iowa,  where  she  remained  until  her  death,  September  23,  1908. 

Milton  W.  Grimes,  of  this  review,  has  devoted  his  life  chiefly  to  general 
agricultural  pursuits  and  he  has  been  very  successful,  and  is  now  interested 
in  the  banking  business.  He  began  working  on  the  home  farm  when  but  a 
boy  and  he  attended  the  neighboring  schools  during  the  winter  months,  ac¬ 
quiring  a  good  education,  notwithstanding  his  somewhat  limited  advantages, 
for  he  applied  himself  very  carefully  to  his  text  books.  He  assisted  in  the 
hard  task  of  clearing  and  improving  four  different  farms,  and  he  did  not 
leave  the  old  homestead  to  begin  life  for  himself  until  he  was  twenty-three 
years  old. 

Mr.  Grimes  married  Rebecca  Green  on  March  16,  1871-  She  was  born 
in  Indiana  December  24,  1848,  and  she  was  the  representative  of  a  fine  old 
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pioneer  family.  To  this  union  ten  children  were  born,  of  which  number  one 
died  in  early  life;  they  are  Lindsay  A.,  who  is  farming  on  the  home  place; 
he  married  Carrie  Jacobs,  September  2,  1896,  and  she  died  November  3,  1899, 
and  he  was  again  married,  his  last  Wife  being  Emma  Wegmiller,  whom  he 
espoused  on  February  28,  1906,  and  the  last  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Thelma  Opal,  born  October  15,  1908.  James  Grimes  was  married  to 
Clara  Jacobs,  a  sister  of  Carrie,  October  20,  1907,  and  they  have  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Paul  and  Laura,  both  deceased;  Forest,  Carol,  Ruthe  E. 
and  Howard  E.  He  is  a  carpenter  and  resides  at  Roundup,  Montana.  Lizzie 
Grimes  was  married  to  E.  H.  Gillett,  April  3,  1896,  and  they  have  these  chil¬ 
dren :  Stanley  A.,  Edith  Louise,  Francis  L.,  now  deceased.  They  reside  in 
West  Union,  Iowa,  where  he  is  pastor  of  the  Baptist  churclP  Edwin  B. 
Grimes  was  married  to  Eliza  R.  Thompson,  August  30,  1899,  and  they 
have  the  following  children:  Eva  K.,  born  July  6,  1900,  died  April  11,  1902; 
Riley,  born  November  1,  1901;  Carrie  Edith,  born  May  30,  1903,  died  April 
30,  1904;  Wilma  M.,  born  August  10,  1905;  Lillian  Irene,  born  July  4, 
1908.  Edwin  B.  Grimes  is  a  farmer  in  Union  township,  this  county.  Katie 
Rebecca  Grimes  was  married  to  Herman  Rolfs,  February  20,  1907,  anc^  they 
have  one  son,  born  May  2,  1909,  named  Archie.  Mr.  Rolfs  is  a  farmer  near 
Clermont,  this  county.  Philmer  Milton  Grimes  is  still  on  the  home  place. 
Emma  Frances  is  also  a  member  of  the  home  circle.  Archie  B.,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  15,  1892,  is  living  at  home,  as  is  also  George  D.,  who  was  born  on  May 
10,  1895.  George,  the  fifth  child  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  W.  Grimes,  died 
when  two  years  old,  before  the  family  moved  from  Indiana  to  Iowa. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Grimes  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
seven  acres,  which  he  successfully  operated  for  six  years,  when,  on  account 
of  failing  health,  he  sold  out  and  opened  a  drug  store  and  general  store,  in 
Shelby  township,  of  his  native  county,  and  for  years  he  carried  on  a  success¬ 
ful  mercantile  business;  however,  he  finally  returned  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  has  been  his  chief  life  work.  His  uncle,  J.  B.  Green,  died  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  left  him  a  valuable  estate,  consequently  he  came  here  in 
1885  and  took  charge  of  the  farm  of  five  hundred  acres,  located  in  section  22, 
Union  township,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  this  has  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  choicest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  this  township.  Mr.  Green 
was  a  very  early  settler  of  West  Union,  now  Union  township,  and  he  earned 
the  nucleus  to  a  handsome  fortune  by  operating  threshing  machines,  which  he 
owned.  All  old  settlers  remember  “3  and  6,”  Jim  Green,  the  thresher.  He 
was  a  bachelor  of  rather  eccentric  character,  quiet  and  unassuming,  strictly 
honest  and  upright  in  his  dealings  and  liberal  with  his  friends.  He  lived 
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on  his  farm  until  his  death.  The  farm  in  which  he  took  such  a  pride  has 
been  carefully  kept  by  Mr.  Grimes,  who  has  kept  it  well  improved  and  the 
grounds  about  the  old  and  picturesque  dwelling  very  tasty.  Mr.  Grimes  has 
been  a  good  manager  and  has  laid  by  an  ample  competence  through  careful 
business  transactions  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judgment  in  the  management 
of  his  place.  He  has  had  his  fine  residence  remodeled  and  has  erected  a 
large  and  substantial  barn,  octagonal  in  shape,  each  side  being  twenty-four 
feet,  thus  making  it  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  feet  around  the  building. 
Being  a  lover  of  good  stock  and  an  excellent  judge  of  all  kinds  of  live¬ 
stock,  Mr.  Grimes  has  devoted  considerable  attention  to  this  industry  with 
excellent  results. 

Politically,  Mr.  Grimes  is  a  Democrat  and  has  served  for  some  time 
upon  the  local  school  board,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  church  of  West  Union.  He  is  a  liberal  contributor  to  the  church  and  has 
not  been  sparing  either  of  his  time  or  means  in  furthering  any  measure  which 
he  deems  of  interest  to  the  general  public.  Personally,  he  is  affable,  genial, 
kind  and  popular  with  the  people  of  this  community.  By  a  life  consistent 
in  motive  and  because  of  his  many  fine  qualities  he  has  earned  the  sincere 
regard  of  all  who  know  him,  and  his  success  and  past  usefulness  bespeak  for 
him  continued  service  and  advancement  in  the  higher  sphere  of  endeavor  in 
the  social,  civic  and  industrial  world. 


REV.  PHILIP  ACKERMANN. 

A  man  who  has  accomplished  a  great  amount  of  good  among  his  fel¬ 
lows,  won  their  praise  and  good  will  and  reared  a  large  family  in  comfort 
and  respectability  is  the  Rev.  Philip  Ackermann,  of  Hawkeye,  Fayette  county, 
a  man  who  is  deserving  of  conspicuous  mention  in  the  history  of  his  locality, 
and  yet  he  is  unassuming  and  unostentatious,  desiring  the  approval  of  his 
Master  and  his  own  conscience  rather  than  the  plaudits  of  men.  Such  a 
life  should  be  emulated  by  the  younger  generation,  for  it  is  free  from  selfish¬ 
ness,  paltriness  and  false  show  and  one  fraught  with  incalculable  good  to 
mankind.  He  is  an  American  by  adoption  only,  having  been  born  in  Berfelden, 
grand  duchy  of  Hessen-Darmstadt,  Germany,  on  September  5>  ^50, 

and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and  Barbara  Marguerite  Ackermann.  The  father 
was  a  physician,  first  practicing  with  great  success  in  the  vicinity  where  his 
son,  Rev.  Philip  Ackermann,  was  born;  he  later  moved  to  Reichelsheim, 
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Germany,  and  finally  he  retired  to  the  city  of  Bensheim,  where  both  he  and 
his  good  wife  passed  to  their  reward  in  the  great  beyond. 

Rev.  Philip  Ackermann  studied  at  Bensheim  and  Darmstadt,  making  an 
excellent  record  in  the  college  there ;  later  he  studied  at  Giessen  at  the  univer¬ 
sity;  then  at  the  Preachers’  Seminary  at  Friedberg.  In  all  of  these  institutions 
he  applied  himself  very  closely  to  his  studies  and  became  highly  educated.  Fie 
came  to  America  in  1874  and  located  in  Wisconsin. 

Reverend  Ackermann  was  ordained  to  the  ministry  at  Buffalo,  New  York, 
and  his  first  congregation  was  at  Kirchhain,  Ozaukee  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  remained  three  years,  then  moved  to  Frazier,  Macomb  county,  Mich¬ 
igan,  and  remained  there  three  years.  He  then  spent  fourteen  years  at  Mil¬ 
ford.  Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  after  which  he  spent  eight  years  at  Hull,  Sioux 
county,  Iowa.  He  then  moved  to  Welcome,  Martin  county,  Minnesota, 
filling  his  pastorate  there  for  three  years.  It  Was  in  1903  that  he  moved 
to  Hawkeye,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since  remained.  Wher¬ 
ever  his  lot  has  been  cast  he  has  done  very  praiseworthy  work,  greatly  strength¬ 
ening  the  congregation  and  leaving  a  record  behind  of  which  anyone  should 
be  proud,  for  he  is  a  good  organizer,  careful  to  look  after  all  the  details  of 
his  charge,  a  forceful,  earnest  and  eloquent  advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  the 
Messiah. 

Reverend  Ackermann  was  married  in  1875  to  Anna  Schroeder,  at  Kirch¬ 
hain,  Wisconsin.  She  has  proved  to  be  a  very  helpful  help-meet,  interested 
in  the  work  of  her  husband  and  all  worthy  causes.  This  union  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Johanna,  Hadwig,  Robert,  Gotthold, 
Karl  and  Lydia. 

Reverend  Ackermann  Was  married  a  second  time,  his  last  wife  being 
Anna  Hauschild,  whom  he  espoused  in  1890;  she  is  an  excellent  woman  and 
the  daughter  of  a  highly  respected  family.  The  following  children  have  been 
born  to  this  second  union:  Frieda,  Marie,  Friedrich,  Paula  and  Otto. 


MARTIN  G.  FELS. 

The  life  of  Martin  G.  Fels,  of  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  has 
been  one  of  unceasing  industry  and  perseverance  and  the  notably  systematic 
methods  he  has  followed  have  not  only  won  him  financial  success  but  also 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  with  whom  he  has  come  into  contact.  He 
was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  February  1,  1859,  ancl  was  educated  in  the 
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public  schools  of  Auburn,  Fayette  county.  He  is  the  son  of  Gustave  and 
Henrietta  (Swantes)  Fels,  the  father  born  near  Cologne,  on  the  Lower  Rhine, 
Germany,  February  8,  1817,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Pomeria,  Germany, 
Tune  21,  1827,  the  daughter  of  Johann  and  Charlotte  Swantes.  Mr.  Swantes 
left  Germany  with  his  family  about  1857  and  came  to  America,  locating  at 
Dubuque,  Iowa.  Gustave  Fels  came  to  America  with  his  brother,  Frederick, 
about  1848,  and  bought  land  within  three  miles  of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  lived  two  years,  when,  losing  their  land,  they  moved  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa.  They  were  cabinetmakers  by  trade,  and  Gustave  Fels  owned  the 
first  turning  lathe  in  Dubuque,  and  he  made  all  the  wagon  hubs  used  there 
at  that  time,  also  turned  windlasses  for  the  lead  mines  around  Dubuque,  own¬ 
ing  an  interest  in  the  lead  mines  there  at  one  time  himself,  selling  out  his 
interest  before  they  failed.  He  made  the  first  baby  carriage  evei  made  in 
Dubuque  and  sold  it  to  a  banker  for  twenty-five  dollars.  He  manufactured 
buggy  bodies  for  a  number  of  years,  also  made  coffins  and  conducted  an  under¬ 
taking  establishment.  He  owned  a  one-horse  hearse,  supposed  to  be  the  fiist 
in  Dubuque.  His  brother,  Frederick  Fels,  was  a  partner  in  the  business  for 
a  short  time,  then  bought  a  farm  near  Dubuque,  where  he  lived  until  his 
death,  in  1870.  Gustave  Fels  sold  out  his  business  in  Dubuque  in  1865  and 
moved  to  Auburn,  Fayette  county,  where  he  continued  working  as  a  cabinet¬ 
maker  until  about  1870  or  1875,  when  he  took  up  farming,  having  bought 
land  upon  moving  to  the  county,  owning  about  forty  acres.  He  and  his 
family  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  About  1858  he  and  Hen¬ 
rietta  Swantes  were  married  in  Dubuque,  and  they  became  the  patents  of 
five  children,  Martin  G.,  of  this  review,  being  the  eldest;  three  sons  died 
young;  one  daughter,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  is  Mrs.  Anna  Sutoiins, 
wife  of  Carl  Sutorins,  and  lives  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  The  death  of  Gustave 
Fels  occurred  on  July  6,  1892,  and  his  widow  makes  hei  home  with  the 
subject. 

Martin  G.  Fels-  remained  with  his  parents  until  the  death  of  his  father, 
when  he  bought  the  farm  of  fifty-two  acres,  twenty  acres  in  section  25  and 
thirty-two  in  section  35-  To  this  he  has  added  about  thiee  hundred  and 
twenty-five  acres,  in  sections  15,  34  an(i  35>  Auburn  township.  Aftei  his 
father’s  death  he  built  a  modern,  two-story  dwelling  on  his  land  m  section 
35,  and  everything  about  his  place  is  up  to  date,  showing  thrift  and  pios- 
perity.  He  has  established  here  one  of  the  best  water  systems  in  the  county, 
taking  the  water  from  a  spring  located  about  four  hundred  feet  from  the 
house  on  a  hill-side,  about  sixty  feet  higher  than  the  house ;  he  has  piped  the 
water  below  the  frost  line  in  the  ground,  into  the  cellar,  which  is  theie  hi  ought 
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into  contact  with  an  automatic  water-lift  or  pump,  the  pressure  from  the 
“lift”  by  the  spring  water  forcing  the  soft  water  from  two  cisterns  through¬ 
out  the  entire  house,  supplying  kitchen,  bath  room,  etc.,  with  hot  and  cold 
water,  also  soft  and  cold  spring  Water.  The  barns,  milk-house,  hog  yards, 
etc.,  are  also  furnished  with  running  spring  water,  also  a  tank  is  supplied 
and  running  water  is  at  the  road  side  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  The  entire 
system  of  this  splendid  water  plant  works  automatically,  and  is  without  an 
equal  on  any  farm  in  this  or  adjoining  counties.  The  house  is  lighted  with 
gasoline  gas  throughout.  Mr.  Fels  also  owns  “Fallmg  Spring  Fork,”  a 
popular  picnic  resort.  He  keeps  more  horses  on  his  place  than  any  farmer 
in  the  township,  and,  being  a  good  judge  of  horses,  knows  well  how  to  prop¬ 
erly  care  for  them,  usually  having  twenty-eight  or  thirty  head  of  fine  ones, 
which,  when  he  desires  to  sell,  always  find  a  ready  market.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock  raising  in  a  very  successful  and  satisfactory  man¬ 
ner. 

Politically,  Mr.  Fels  is  a  Republican,  and  is  influential  in  his  party,  hav¬ 
ing  held  the  office  of  chairman  of  the  township  committee  for  twenty  or 
thirty  years,  and  has  been  township  clerk  for  two  years.  He  has  been  treas¬ 
urer  of  the  independent  school  district  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and  he  was 
a  director  of  the  Fayette  Agricultural  Society  for  eight  years.  In  all  these 
positions  of  trust  he  has  performed  his  duties  in  a  manner  to  elicit  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  all  concerned  and  with  much  credit  to  himself.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  German  Lutheran  church.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all  his  busi¬ 
ness  affairs  and  his  home  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  and  beautifully  located 
in  the  county,  lacking  nothing  in  the  way  of  modern  conveniences,  being  on  a 
par  with  city  homes,  with  the  exception  of  electricity.  But  he  is  a  man  of 
progressive  ideas,  energetic,  keeping"  abreast  of  the  times  in  every  respect. 
The  falling  spring  mentioned  above  is  one  of  nature  s  greatest  wonders  in 
this  state,  a  spring  of  pure  cold  water  gushing  over  a  solid  rock,  falling  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  feet  into  a  pool  or  natural  basin,  a  miniature  Niagara.  The 
McCreary  cave  is  another  natural  wonder  of  the  park,  being  a  natural  cavern 
in  a  solid  rock,  eight  to  ten  feet  high  and  twenty  feet  wide  and  over  one  hun¬ 
dred  feet  in  depth,  where  it  becomes  narrower  as  it  descends,  continuing  under 
the  hill  for  another  fifty  feet.  The  cave  is  perfectly  dry  and  at  the  side  of  the 
mouth  of  the  cave  there  gushes  a  stream  of  cold  sparkling  water,  called  the 
Spring  of  the  Cave.  Another  natural  wonder  is  the  “Rocky  run,”  a  sort  of 
canyon  in  an  immense  rock  about  four  hundred  feet  long,  while  the  walls 
rise  perpendicularly  on  both  sides  to  a  height  of  about  thirty  to  forty  feet,  and 
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the  space  between  the  walls  is  about  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  feet  wide. 
These  attractions  of  nature  are  all  in  a  park,  covering  less  than  foit)  acies. 
Besides,  there  are  numerous  stately  trees,  everything  as  nature  formed  it. 

On  November  26,  1884,  Mr.  Fels  married  Addie  Soward,  who  was  born 
in  Bethel  township,  Fayette  county,  February  18,  1861,  the  daughter  ot 
Stewart  and  Mary  (Umbarger)  Soward,  natives  of  Ohio,  the  former  born  in 
18^4  and  died  in  December,  1909.  He  was  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  war  and 
was  a  pioneer  settler  of  Bethel  township,  having  established  his  home  there 
in  the  early  fifties.  After  serving  throughout  the  war  m  an  Iowa  cava  ry 
regiment,  he  returned  home  and  soon  afterwards  moved  to  Kansas,  later 
settled  in  Missouri,  where  his  death  occurred.  Mrs.  Soward  died  about  1833 
or  1864,  when  about  thirty-two  years  old.  She  was  the  mother  of  tiree 
children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Fels  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fels  six  children  have  been  born,  three  of  whom  aie 
living,  Carl  H„  born  February  4,  1891 J  Ray  S.,  born  April  10,  1894;  Vergie 
E.,  born  April  12,  1901. 


ALBERT  B.  BLUNT. 

The  record  of  Albert  B.  Blunt,  the  well  known  and  popular  county  treas¬ 
urer  of  Fayette  county,  is  that  of  a  man  who,  by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  has 
worked  his  way  from  a  modest  beginning  to  a  position  of  influence  and  com¬ 
parative  affluence  in  his  community.  His  life  has  been  one  of  unceasing  in¬ 
dustry  and  perseverance,  and  the  systematic  and  honorable  methods  he  has  fol¬ 
lowed  have  won  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He 
has  always  sought  to  promote  the  interests  of  his  county,  having  the  same  at 
heart.  He  is  a  native  of  Westfield  township,  Fayette  county,  his  birth  having- 
occurred  on  June  7,  1861,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Dr.  Harrison  Blunt,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  but  an  early  settler  of  this  county;  he  is  now  living  at  Geneseo, 
Illinois.  He  married  Mary  Ann  Butler,  a  daughter  of  Harrison  Butler,  a 
pioneer  family.  Mrs.  Blunt  is  now  deceased.  Their  family  consisted  of  six 
children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  living,  namely :  Jennie,  now  Mr s 
Pillsburv,  of  Milford,  Iowa;  Albert  B. ;  Clara  is  the  wife  of  C.  T.  Hanna,  of 
Carpenter,  South  Dakota;  William  H„  of  Spokane,  Washington  where  he 
is  connected  With  the  Creamery  Supply  Company;  George  E„  of  Goldfield, 

Colorado;  J.  L.,  who  resides  in  Charles  City,  Iowa. 

Albert  B.  Blunt  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county 
and  in  the  Oelwein  city  schools.  He  began  his  life  work  as  a  farmer,  and  he 
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engaged  in  the  grain  and  produce  business  at  Oelwein  and  other  points  for 
about  twenty  years.  He  very  ably  served  as  deputy  postmaster  at  Oelwein 
from  1893  to  1897,  and  also  city  recorder  during  the  early  nineties,  and 
member  of  the  school  board  from  1899  to  1902,  and  elected  president  three 
times  during  bis  incumbency  of  that  office.  In  that  city  he  was  manager  of 
a  lumber  business  in  1903,  and  in  January,  190,4,  he  was  appointed  deputy 
sheriff  and  served  three  years  in  that  capacity,  during  which  time  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  party  and  elected  at  the  general  election  in  1900, 
as  county  treasurer,  taking  possession  of  that  office  January  1,  1907,  and  he 
made  such  a  splendid  record  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1908.  From  the  first 
Thomas  Loftus  has  been  his  efficient  deputy. 

Mr.  Blunt  was  married  August  30,  1884,  to  Fanny  Sadler,  of  Hazleton, 
Buchanan  county,  and  a  daughter  of  Wallas  Sadler,  a  farmer  at  Hazleton. 
Three  children  have  been  born  to  this  union:  Bessie;  Grover  A.,  teaching 
in  public  schools  at  LeMars,  Iowa,  who  married  Helen  Schmuhl ;  and  Miles. 
The  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Wiley,  a  contractor,  carpenter  and 
builder  at  Livingston,  Montana,  and  they  have  two  children,  Phyllis  and 
Walter. 

Mr.  Blunt  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  local  political  affairs 
and  is  a  recognized  leader  in  Democratic  affairs.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  subordinate  lodge  and  encampment.  He  has 
passed  the  official  stations  in  all,  and  since  1896  has  been  a  member  of  the 
grand  lodge  of  Iowa,  and  represented  the  lodges  of  his  county  five  years 
in  the  grand  lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  past 
chancellor  of  the  same,  and  was  a  member  of  the  grand  lodge  in  1893.  Pie 
also  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Mrs.  Blunt  is  a  Presby¬ 
terian  and  is  a  representative  of  a  very  excellent  old  family,  the  Sadlers  hav¬ 
ing  come  from  Ohio  to  Wisconsin  in  an  early  day,  thence  to  Buchanan  county, 
Iowa. 


D.  W.  WILBUR. 

Back  to  the  Revolutionary  days  is  traced  the  Wilbur  family  and  from 
that  remote  period  to  this  the  several  members  of  the  same  have  so  comported 
themselves  as  to  be  of  great  service  to  their  fellow  men  wherever  they  have 
lived.  A  very  creditable  representative  of  the  family  is  D.  W.  Wilbur,  of 
Hawkeye,  Fayette  county,  who  was  born  in  Madison  county,  New  York,  at 
the  town  of  Eaton,  August  24,  1840,  the  son  of  Daniel  and  Polly  (Buck) 
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Wilbur,  both  born  in  that  part  of  New  York  state.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father,  whose  name  was  probably  Ezry  Wilbur,  was  a  soldier  in  the  patriot 
army  during  our  struggle  for  independence.  The  maternal  grandfather,  John 
Buck,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  he  spent  the  major  portion  of  his  life  in 
New  York.  Daniel  Wilbur,  the  father,  was  reared  in  New  York,  from  which 
state  he  came  to  Wisconsin  and  located  in  Walworth  county,  where  he  bought 
twenty-five  acres  of  land  at  two  and  one-half  dollars  per  acre  and  on  this  he 
reared  his  family  and  lived  the  balance  of  his  life.  His  sons  managed  the 
farm  while  he  followed  his  trade  of  carpenter.  He  eventually  became  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  He  was  a  Whig  and  later  a 
Republican  and  was  active  in  the  party.  He  reared  nine  children. 

D.  W.  Wilbur  was  educated  in  Wisconsin  and  he  farmed  until  the  war 
broke  out,  having  lived  in  Missouri  for  a  year  and  a  half  before  the  opening 
of  hostilities.  He  returned  to  Wisconsin  in  1861  and  on  September  16th  of 
that  year  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  Wisconsin  Light  Artillery,  and  he  very  faith¬ 
fully  served  until  he  was  disabled,  on  account  of  which  he  was  discharged  in 
1862.  But  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  in  1863, 
and  served  with  credit  in  this  command  until  August  9,  1865,  when  he  was 
injured  in  a  charge  near  Liberty,  Louisiana ;  he  remained  and  did  light  duty 
until  the  following  April  and  then  returned  to  Wisconsin  on  furlough  and 
was  discharged  on  August  9,  1865.  Mr.  Wilbur  had  four  brothers,  three  of 
whom  were  also  soldiers  in  the  Union  army :  Philander  was  killed  in  a  charge 
at  Fort  Blakely;  the  other  two,  J.  F.  and  C.  H.,  survived,  J.  F.  now  making 
his  home  in  the  state  of  Washington. 

On  September  6,  1865,  Mr.  Wilbur  started  for  Iowa  with  his  brother-in- 
law,  and  in  that  month  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
Fayette  county,  south  of  the  present  place,  and  he  still  owns  it.  Mr.  Wilbur 
lived  on  the  first  land  he  purchased  here  until  1896,  placing  all  the  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  same.  In  1887  he  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which  is 
now  a  part  of  Hawkeye.  He  has  been  a  general  farmer,  stock  and  grain 
raiser,  and  he  followed  grain  buying  for  years.  In  1896  he  moved  to  the 
place  where  he  now  lives,  having  built  a  splendid  residence  on  the  same  in 
1895.  He  has  in  all  three  hundred  and  ten  acres  here.  He  had  nine  hun¬ 
dred  acres  in  Fayette  county  at  one  time,  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
Sanborn  and  Hand  counties,  South  Dakota,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
in  Texas.  He  raised  grain  extensively  on  his  Dakota  land  and,  as  already  in¬ 
timated,  during  his  most  active  career  he  was  an  extensive  grain  dealer  and 
stock  man,  and  became  well-to-do,  all  through  his  own  judicious  manage¬ 
ment  and  persistent  efforts. 
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Mr.  Wilbur  was  married  on  January  1,  1868,  thus  starting  the  new  year 
right,  having  espoused  Susan  Matthews,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  William,  deceased;  John  lives  in  Hawkeye;  Mary 
lives  at  Chamberlain,  South  Dakota;  Wallace  lives  in  Idaho.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  in  1902,  and  on  December  10,  1908,  Mr.  Wilbur  was 
married  to  Emma  Peterson. 

The  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  very  ably  served  as  town¬ 
ship  assessor  for  ten  years,  and  was  treasurer  of  the  school  board  of  Windsor 
township  for  sixteen  years.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in  lodge  affairs, 
belonging  to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows;  he  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  He  is  highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  for  his  life  has  been 
one  of  honesty  and  good  deeds  to  his  neighbors.  He  is  a  well  informed  man 
and  is  a  good  conversationalist,  especially  when  recalling  reminiscences  of  the 
early  days. 


MELCHIOR  LUCHSINGER. 

Among  the  sturdy  and  progressive  Swiss  element  who  have  done  so  much 
for  the  general  development  of  Fayette  county  and  at  the  same  time  have  bet¬ 
tered  their  condition,  now  owning  nice,  substantial  homes  and  valuable  landed 
estates,  is  Melchior  Luchsinger,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  who  was  born 
in  the  canton  of  Glaris,  Switzerland,  April  9,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  P. 
and  Barbara  (Tschudi)  Luchsinger,  people  of  high  standing  in  their  native 
community  in  Switzerland.  Their  son  Melchior  received  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  country,  having  attended  two  years  in  a  school  that 
would  in  America  be  termed  a  high  school,  and  since  coming  here  he  has 
greatly  broadened  his  early  education  by  general  reading  and  contact  with  his 
fellows.  After  leaving  school  he  worked  for  three  years  in  the  emigration 
office.  Then,  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  he  came  to  America, 
first  locating  in  Ohio,  later  removing  to  Iowa,  then  to  Wisconsin.  In  1880 
his  father  and  sister  came  to  America,  arriving  here  in  the  springtime,  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  J.  P.  Luchsinger,  the  father,  returned  to  Switzerland 
and  brought  his  wife  and  his  other  daughter  to  the  United  States.  He  then 
purchased  a  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  about  one  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  Elgin,  where  his  son,  Melchior,  of  this  review,  now  re¬ 
sides,  this  place  having  become  the  permanent  home  of  the  family  and  here 
they  prospered,  developed  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township  and  in  due 
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course  of  time  had  a  pleasant  home.  The  father  died  here  some  )rears  ago, 
after  a  life  of  honor  and  usefulness,  but  his  widow  survives,  living  on  the  old 
home  place,  making  four  generations  in  the  same  house. 

Melchior  Luchsinger  has  lived  here  ever  since  the  place  was  purchased, 
and  he  carries  on  dairying  and  general  farming  very  successfully.  In  1895 
he  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farmers’  Dairy  Company  of  Elgin,  which 
company  purchased  the  holdings  of  the  Union  Creamery  Company,  at  which 
time  Mr.  Luchsinger  became  director,  remaining  as  such  for  a  period  of  three 
years,  then  was  made  secretary,  which  office  he  has  since  held  and  the  large 
success  of  the  undertaking  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  able  management 
of  its  affairs.  The  firm  is  well  known  throughout  this  locality  and  an  ex¬ 
tensive  trade  is  carried  on  throughout  the  year. 

Mr.  Luchsinger  was  married  in  1880  to  Esther  A.  Miller,  daughter  of 
John  F.  Miller,  Sr.,  a  prominent  pioneer  citizen  of  Pleasant  Valley  township, 
where  Mrs.  Luchsinger  was  reared  and  educated.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Luch¬ 
singer  the  following  children  have  been  born :  Peter  married  Laura  Maurer 
and  he  is  farming  on  the  home  place;  Mary  and  John  are  both  living  at  home. 

Members  of  this  family  belong  to  the  Baptist  church  at  Elgin  and  they  are 
liberal  supporters  of  the  same.  Politically,  Mr.  Luchsinger  is  independent, 
preferring  to  cast  his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  deems  best  qualified  for  the 
office  sought  rather  than  for  the  party.  He  has  served  ver)^  ably  and  accept¬ 
ably  as  clerk  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  also  as  secretary  of  the  township 
schools. 


ALMON  DAVIS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  well  known  dealer  in  hardware  and 
agricultural  implements,  also  proprietor  of  the  largest  wagon,  carriage  and 
general  repair  establishment  at  Alpha,  is  a  native  of  Rock  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  he  was  born  July  12,  1851.  When  six  years  old  he  was  brought  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  by  his  parents  and  here  grew  to  maturity,  spending  the 
summer  seasons  at  various  kinds  of  labor  and  the  winter  months  in  the  piner¬ 
ies  of  Wisconsin,  the  meanwhile,  as  opportunities  afforded,  attending  the 
public  schools,  until  acquiring  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  branches  constituting 
the  prescribed  course  of  study.  When  a  young  man  he  turned  his  attention 
to  carpentry  and  after  becoming  a  proficient  workman  found  remunerative 
employment  at  the  trade,  which  he  followed  with  success  and  financial  profit 
until  1894.  While  thus  engaged  he  built  a  number  of  private  residences  in 
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various  parts  of  the  country,  also  several  church  edifices  and  other  structures, 
and  in  the  year  1908  erected  the  large  two-story  brick  business  block,  twenty- 
five  by  fifty  feet  in  area,  which  he  now  owns  and  occupies,  having  been  engaged 
in  his  present  line  of  trade  since  1894. 

Mr.  Davis  carries  large  and  complete  lines  of  hardware,  handles  all  kinds 
of  agricultural  implements  and  machinery  and  by  strict  attention  to  business 
and  honorable  methods  has  built  up  an  extensive  patronage  which  from  the 
beginning  has  grown  steadily  in  magnitude  and  importance.  In  his  shop 
he  is  prepared  to  do  with  neatness  and  dispatch  all  kinds  of  repamng  on 
wagons,  carriages  and  other  vehicles,  also  in  various  other  lines  and  his 
success  in  this  establishment  is  in  keeping  with  that  of  his  mercantile  tiade, 
the  two  yielding  him  a  handsome  income,  making  him  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  the  town.  In  addition  to  the  large  and  carefully  selected 
stock  referred  to  he  also  deals  cpiite  extensively  in  gasoline  engines,  his 
patronage  in  this  line  being  larger  than  that  of  any  man  in  Alpha  similaily 
engaged. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  public  spirited  man  in  all  the  term  implies,  although  he 
has  never  sought  office  nor  had  any  ambition  to  distinguish  himself  as  a  poli¬ 
tician  or  leader.  He  served  several  years  as  justice  of  the  peace  and  ac¬ 
quitted  himself  with  ability  and  credit  in  that  position,  his  rulings  having  al¬ 
ways  been  fair  and  impartial  and  his  decisions  just  and  satisfactory  to  liti¬ 
gants.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for  U.  S.  Grant  (second  term), 
since  which  time  he  has  been  somewhat  independent  in  political  affairs,  al¬ 
though  he  supported  President  Roosevelt  in  his  campaign  and  doubtless  would 
do  so  again  should  the  opportunity  present  itself.  Fraternally,  he  stands  high 
in  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  a  zealous  worker  in  the  sub¬ 
ordinate  lodge  and  encampment  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order, 
belonging  to  the  lodge  at  Waucoma,  in  which,  as  well  as  in  the  former  organi¬ 
zation,  he  has  been  honored  with  important  offices  from  time  to  time. 

On  December  31,  1877,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Davis  and 
Mattie  Savage,  of  Ohio,  daughter  of  Reuben  P.  Savage,  of  that  state,  a 
lady  of  intelligence  and  culture  and  in  every  respect  suited  to  be  the  com¬ 
panion  and  help-meet  of  her  energetic  and  wide-awake  husband.  Mrs.  Davis 
came  to  Fayette  county  to  live  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Frank  Talcott,  of  May¬ 
nard,  and  it  was  in  Illyria  township  that  she  first  met  the  gentleman  with 
whom  her  life  and  fortunes  have  since  been  linked.  Two  children  have 
blessed  their  union,  the  older  of  whom,  Richard  D.,  is  his  father  s  business 
partner  and  manager  of  the  repair  department.  He  married  Tena  Stone, 
daughter  of  Walter  Stone,  of  Eden  township,  the  union  being  without  issue. 
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Fleeta  E.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Waucoma  and  in  a  normal  school  and  for  two  years  was  one  of  the  popular 
teachers  of  Fayette  county.  She  is  still  prosecuting  her  studies  and  has 
before  her  a  promising  future. 


FRED  ELBERT  HOYT. 

In  investigating  the  commercial  interests  of  Fayette  county  one  soon 
meets  the  well  known  name  of  the  Hoyt  Hardware  Company  of  West  Union, 
of  which  Fred  Elbert  Hoyt,  of  this  review,  is  the  principal  moving  spirit. 
He  is  one  of  the  representative  native  sons  of  this  county,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Dover  township,  December  16,  1864,  the  son  of  Hiram  B.  and 
Juliet  (Kent)  Hoyt,  both  deceased.  A  sketch  of  the  father,  whose  death 
occurred  January  3,  1907,  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  His  second  wife 
was  Hattie  Booth,  by  whom  two  daughters  were  born,  Fred  Elbert,  of  this 
review,  being  the  only  son  by  the  first  marriage;  he  has  two  sisters,  Ella  S., 
wife  of  E.  P.  Sears,  of  Salt  Lake  City,  and  Florence  Andrews,  of  Alliance, 
Nebraska;  his  half  sisters  are  Minnie,  wife  of  Eugene  Sawyer,  of  Alhambra, 
California,  and  Grace,  wife  of  Fred  Schneider,  of  West  Union. 

Fred  E.  Hoyt  was  educated  in  the  West  Union  schools  and  at  Ainsworth 
Academy,  also  a  business  college  in  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  thus  becoming 
well  equipped  for  life’s  subsequent  career.  It  might  be  said  that  he  grew  up 
in  the  hardware  business,  hence  took  quite  naturally  to  this  line  of  endeavor, 
soon  mastering  its  “ins  and  outs  and  he  has  been  unusually  successful  in  his 
chosen  line. 

On  September  4,  1889,  Mr.  Hoyt  married  Margaret  Smith,  a  native  of 
Quincy,  Illinois,  where  her  family  is  well  and  favorably  known.  Four  children 
graced  this  union,  namely :  Fred  is  a  high  school  graduate ;  Agnes  graduated 
from  the  local  high  school  in  1910;  Philip  and  Eugene  are  the  youngest  of 
the  group. 

Mr.  Hoyt  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Politically, 
he  is  a  Republican  and  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  He  has  long  been 
one  of  the  active  and  progressive  men  of  the  county,  interested  in  whatever 
tended  for  the  general  good,  and  he  stands  in  the  front  rank  of  her  citizens. 

The  Hoyt  Hardware  Company,  to  which  the  remaining  paragraphs  of 
this  sketch  will  be  devoted,  is  composed  of  Fred  E.  Hoyt,  of  this  review,  and 
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F.  E.  Hoyt,  though  for  several  years  after  his  father’s  retirement  the  prop¬ 
erty  was  owned  jointly  by  Fred  E.  and  Joseph  Butler,  Hoyt  &  Wright  and 
Hoyt  &  Lawyer.  During  the  past  three  years  Fred  E.  Hoyt  has  been  manag¬ 
ing  the  business  alone,  and  he  has  not  only  succeeded  in  maintaining  the  high 
standard  of  excellency  which  the  store  had  maintained  for  so  many  years 
previous,  but  also  in  greatly  extending  its  prestige,  enjoying  a  liberal  patron¬ 
age  throughout  the  county. 

The  building  in  which  this  pioneer  hardware  business  is  now  located  was 
erected  for  the  purpose  in  1873  and  1874  by  the  late  H.  B.  Hoyt,  father  of 
Fred  E.,  it  being  a  part  of  the  Bank  block.  Previous  to  the  construction  of 
this  building  the  store  was  located  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Vine  and  Main 
streets  and  operated  there  by  Hoyt  &  Holton  for  many  years. 

Fred  E.  Hoyt,  better  known  among  his  intimate  associates  as  “Ebbie,” 
is  one  of  the  successful  young  business  men  of  West  Union.  He  is  a  tireless 
worker  and  takes  the  lead  and  the  hardest  place  in  all  of  his  extensive  plumb¬ 
ing  and  heating  work,  and  is  recognized  as  the  most  capable  mechanic  along 
these  lines  in  West  Union.  The  residences  in  which  he  has  installed  heating 
apparatus  and  plumbing  are  of  the  best  type  in  the  city  and  county. 


WILLIAM  ORLANDO  CLARK. 

The  subject  of  this  review,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and 
representative  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  of  which  he  is  a  native,  was  born 
October  1,  1854,  on  the  place  in  Eden  township  where  he  now  lives.  His 
parents,  James  Clark  and  Frances  C.  Root,  natives  of  New  York,  were  mar¬ 
ried  at  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  June  11,  1850,  and  in  the  fall  of  1853  came 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Eden  township  on  land  which  Mr. 
Clark  purchased  from  the  government  in  September  of  that  year.  Later 
Samuel  Clark,  father  of  James,  also  entered  land  in  this  county  and  continued 
to  live  on  the  same  until  his  death,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years.  Orlando 
Clark,  a  brother  of  James,  came  with  the  latter  and  the  two  entered  adjoining 
tracts  of  land  and  lived  near  each  other  for  about  eighteen  years  when  the 
former  disposed  of  his  farm  and  moved  to  Colorado.  Another  brother  by  the 
name  of  Hiram,  who  arrived  at  the  same  time,  entered  land  and  developed  a 
farm  north  of  Alpha  where  his  son  Seth  now  lives.  He  married  Caroline 
Broadbent,  a  sister  of  his  brother  Orlando’s  wife,  and  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life  on  the  above  farm,  dying  there  a  number  of  years  ago,  as  did  also  his 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


H51 


wife.  Samuel  Clark,  a  still  younger  brother,  enlisted  at  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  war  in  Captain  Rogers’  company  as  a  fifer,  but  died  at  Dubuque  be¬ 
fore  going  to  the  front,  being  about  nineteen  years  old  at  the  time. 

There  were  also  three  sisters  who  came  west  about  the  time  their  brothers 
arrived,  namely,  Esther,  who  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Cushman  and  lived 
for  some  years  on  the  farm  now  owned  by  Miles  Holton,  removing  thence  to 
the  western  part  of  the  state  where  she  and  her  husband  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  days ;  Sarah  married  Barlow  Pepper,  who  entered  land  in  Fayette 
county  and  cleared  a  farm,  on  which  their  deaths  subsequently  occurred ; 
Charlotte,  the  youngest  of  the  number,  married  Harvey  Conklin  and  with  her 
husband  still  lives  on  their  farm  in  Eden  township. 

James  Clark  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  life  on  the  home  farm  in  Eden 
township,  and  became  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  a  raiser  of  live 
stock.  He  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  when  a  young  man,  besides  holding 
various  local  offices  from  time  to  time  and  for  a  number  of  years  was  one  of 
the  influential  Republicans  in  his  part  of  the  county.  His  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty  acres  adjacent  to  Crane  creek  was  well  improved  and  by  in¬ 
dustry,  thrift  and  good  management  he  accumulated  a  sufficiency  of  this 
world's  goods  to  make  him  independent.  Measured  by  the  correct  standard, 
his  life  was  influential  for  good;  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Christa- 
delphian  church.  He  always  exemplified  the  principle  of  the  Golden  Rule 
and  made  the  world  better  by  his  presence.  On  February  24,  1907,  his  good 
wife  was  called  to  her  eternal  rest  after  a  mutually  happy  and  prosperous 
married  life  of  fifty-seven  years  and  on  the  3d  of  August  following  he  too 
responded  to  the  summons  which  soon  or  late  must  come  to  all,  their  deaths 
being  widely  and  profoundly  mourned  by  a  large  circle  of  sorrowing  friends. 

The  family  of  James  and  Frances  C.  Clark  consisted  of  six  children,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy,  one  at  the  age  of  nine  years,  the  names  of  those 
who  grew  to  maturity  being  Frances  C.,  wife  of  Charles  F.  Perkins,  of  Wells- 
ville,  Kansas;  Mrs.  Fizzie  Meyer,  of  Greenleaf,  that  state;  Mary  K.,  who 
married  Eugene  F.  Beebe,  of  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  and  William  Orlando, 
whose  name  introduces  this  sketch. 

William  Orlando  Clark  was  reared  to  farm  labor  and  early  in  life  took 
his  place  in  the  fields  where  he  was  able  while  still  young  to  do  a  man’s  part 
at  almost  any  kind  of  labor.  Meanwhile,  during  the  winter  months,  he  at¬ 
tended  the  district  school  of  the  neighborhood  and  on  arriving  at  an  age  to 
begin  life  for  himself  selected  agriculture  for  his  vocation.  For  some  years 
he  cultivated  a  farm  in  Eden  township  not  far  from  the  homestead,  but  when 
his  parents  became  old  and  decrepit  he  took  charge  of  the  latter  place  the 
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better  to  look  after  their  interests  and  minister  to  their  comfort.  On  this 
place  the  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  his  life  have  been  spent  and  after 
the  death  of  his  father  he  succeeded  to  the  farm,  which,  under  his  careful 
management  and  effective  labors,  is  now  one  of  the  finest  and  best  improved 
homesteads  in  the  township.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
very  fertile  lands,  the  productiveness  of  which  has  been  enhanced  by  proper 
tillage  and  judicious  rotation  of  crops,  and  is  also  well  adapted  to  stock  lais- 
ing,  a  branch  of  farming  to  which  the  owner  has  devoted  a  great  deal  of  at¬ 
tention. 

For  some  years  Mr.  Clark  has  been  interested  in  bees  and  has  quite  a 
large  apiary  consisting  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  swarms 
which  yield  upon  an  average  of  considerably  in  excess  of  three  thousand 
pounds  of  very  fine  honey  every  year,  for  which  there  is  always  a  gieat  de¬ 
mand.  His  success  in  this  industry  has  induced  him  to  engage  in  it  upon  a 
more  extensive  scale  and  he  is  now  preparing  to  enlarge  his  apiary  and  equip 
it  with  the  latest  modern  devices  for  the  raising  and  caring  for  these  Wonder¬ 
ful  little  insects.  Mr.  Clark  keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  events  and  abreast 
of  the  times  on  matters  of  public  and  political  interest.  He  votes  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket,  but  has  never  entered  the  political  arena  as  an  office  seeker  and 
lends  his  influence  and  support  to  all  worthy  enterprises  for  the  advancement 
of  the  community  and  the  general  good  of  his  fellow  men.  He  has  nevei  mar¬ 
ried.  His  household  is  carefully  managed  by  others,  although  he  exercises 
judicious  oversight  and  looks  after  his  various  interests  in  a  manner  becoming 
one  who  makes  the  most  of  life  and  its  opportunities  and  strives  to  benefit  his 
kind  by  every  laudable  means  at  his  command.  His  neighbors  and  friends 
hold  him  in  very  high  esteem  and  it  is  a  compliment  worthily  bestowed  to 
speak  of  him  as  one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides. 


HON.  CARL  EVANS. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  West  Union.  According  to  the  usual  manner  of  expression,  he  is  a  “self- 
made”  man,  having  attained  an  enviable  standing  among  the  business  people 
of  the  county  wholly  through  his  own  efforts. 

The  business  house  of  Evans  &  Schatz,  of  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  senior  member,  is  well  known  throughout  the  county  as  one  pos¬ 
sessing  the  entire  confidence  of  the  people,  and  doing  a  large  and  piofitable 
business  in  the  line  of  “head-to-foot  clothiers. 
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Carl  Evans  was  born  near  the  town  of  Clermont,  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  on  the  20th  of  March,  1872.  His  early  life  was  spent  on  a  farm,  but  as 
he  approached  years  of  maturity  his  parental  home  was  established  in  Cler¬ 
mont,  where  the  elementary  education  attained  in  the  country  schools  was 
supplemented  by  a  thorough  course  in  the  excellent  high  school,  which  has 
always  been  the  pride  of  the  handsome  little  city.  Mr.  Evans  was  graduated 
from  this  institution  in  1890,  from  which  time  he  dates  the  period  of  self- 
dependence,  though  he  had  been  in  a  manner  self-supporting  for  some  years 
before.  His  first  permanent  business  engagement  was  in  the  capacity  of  an 
employe  at  a  local  creamery.  There  he  put  in  one  summer’s  work,  after  which 
he  turned  his  attention  to  mercantile  pursuits.  He  Was  employed  in  a  gen¬ 
eral  store  at  Clermont,  owned  and  operated  by  Paul  Ellings,  an  early  and 
prosperous  merchant  there.  After  a  few  years’  experience  under  the  teach¬ 
ing  of  Mr.  Ellings,  Mr.  Evans  came  to  West  Union  and  entered  the  employ 
of  W.  B.  Thomas,  in  his  present  line  of  business.  His  partner,  George 
Schatz,  was  also  an  employe  in  the  same  store,  and  when  they  had  fully  mas¬ 
tered  the  details  of  the  business,  and  saved  a  little  money,  besides  establishing 
an  enviable  credit,  they  formed  the  present  partnership,  invested  their  savings 
and  went  in  debt  for  the  balance  of  their  fine  equipment.  Their  former  em¬ 
ployer  having  gone  out  of  business  soon  after,  and  a  stranger  came  into  pos¬ 
session  of  that  store,  Evans  &  Schatz  carried  with  them  into  their  new  busi¬ 
ness  many  of  the  desirable  patrons  of  their  former  employer,  and  thereby 
readily  established  a  profitable  business,  which  fair  dealing  and  “meaning” 
guarantees  have  been  able  to  hold,  together  with  the  new  trade  which  inev¬ 
itably  comes  to  reputable  dealers.  The  debt  made  at  the  opening  of  the  busi¬ 
ness  was  soon  liquidated,  and  the  ledger  began  to  show  a  comfortable  bal¬ 
ance  on  the  other  side.  As  this  accumulated,  the  savings  were  invested  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county  lands — always  above  par — and  today  the  firm  owns  a  fine  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  about  three  miles  west  of  West  Union. 
This  property  is  well  improved,  while  other  substantial  improvements  are  be¬ 
ing  made  this  year.  The  land  being  paid  for,  Mr.  Evans  began  investing  his 
surplus  cash  in  bank  stock,  thereby  attaining  a  directorship  in  the  Fayette 
County  National  Bank. 

But  it  must  not  be  understood  that  Carl  Evans  possesses  a  mercenary 
disposition,  for  he  says  himself,  that  his  business  success  is  a  matter  of  won¬ 
der  to  him — that  he  has  always  been  liberal  in  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
worthy  causes,  and  has  not  been  over-zealous  in  the  accumulation  of  property. 
But  every  investment  proved  a  “money-maker,”  and,  almost  unconsciously 
to  himself,  he  forged  to  the  front  in  the  business  world. 
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In  1896  Mr.  Evans  associated  himself  with  the  Presbyterian  church  in 
West  Union;  having  been  reared  under  the  tutorship  of  a  religious  mother, 
the  transformation  was  not,  necessarily,'  a  great  one.  But  he  entered  upon 
the  duties  of  a  religious  life  with  the  same  zeal  and  energy  which  has  always 
characterized  his  business  life.  In  a  short  time  he  became  an  elder  in  the 
church,  and  from  that  to  other  prominent  positions,  which  places  him  at  the 
head  of  religious  matters,  not  only  in  West  Union,  but  elsewhere,  even  out¬ 
side  of  the  state.  He  is  at  present  president  of  the  board  of  chuich  tiustees, 
Sunday  school  superintendent,  and  in  1909  he  was  one  of  the  commissioners 
to  the  general  assembly  of  the  church,  which  met  at  Denver,  Colorado.  To 
Mr.  Evans  is  due  the  credit  for  the  preparation  of  the  very  excellent  history 
of  the  Presbyterian  church  in  Fayette  county,  as  appearing  in  another  de¬ 
partment  of  this  work. 

In  the  field  of  literature,  and  in  the  matter  of  progression  in  fraternal 
societies,  Mr.  Evans  maintains  his  well-established  life-record  for  “going  to 
the  bottom  of  things.”  He  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Historical  and  Lit¬ 
erary  Society,  known,  locally,  as  the  “H.  A.  L.  Club,”  a  unique  organization 
having  an  existence  only  in  \\  est  Union.  It  was  organized  in  i8/9>  and  its 
existence  has  been  maintained  throughout  all  the  intervening  years  with 
growing  interest  and  popularity.  The  membership  is  confined  to  fifteen  gen¬ 
tlemen  who  are  selected  because  of  their  ability  and  activity  in  liteiai  \  mat¬ 
ters;  and,  with  only  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  original  members  who  are 
living  are  still  connected  with  the  H.  A.  L.  Club.  The  discussions  cover  the 
whole  field  of  literature,  but  usually  avoid  controverted  religious  or  political 
questions.  Mr.  Evans  started  in  Masonry  in  1897,  when  he  became  a  member 
of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  C9,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons.  He  fol¬ 
lowed  this  soon  after  with  a  petition  to  Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Aich 
Masons,  at  Elgin,  Iowa.  He  then  became  a  member  of  Langridge  Com- 
mandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  of  West  Union.  He  is  also  a  member  of 
Elkahir  Shrine  and  Scottish  Rite,  thirty-second  degree,  at  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa.  He  has  shared  in  the  official  honors  of  these  various  branches  of 
this  time  honored  fraternity,  and  is  the  present  grand  warder  of  the  grand 
commandery,  Knights  Templar,  of  Iowa.  To  be  eligible  to  this  position  pre¬ 
supposes  service  in  official  capacities  in  the  local  organizations. 

The  subject  has  never  been  an  aggressive  politician  until  forced  to  the 
front  by  the  Democratic  leaders  in  the  county.  He  has  always  been  an  inter¬ 
ested  voter  and  worker  for  party  supremacy,  and  has  wielded  a  strong  influ¬ 
ence,  particularly  among  the  younger  members  of  the  party.  In  1908  he 
was  chosen  as  the  standard  bearer  for  the  office  of  representative  in  the  Legis- 
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lature ;  but  his  party  being  largely  in  the  minority,  he  went  down  to  defeat 
along  with  the  balance  of  the  Democratic  ticket.  His  opponent  was  a  popu¬ 
lar  man,  who  had  both  time  and  means  to  devote  to  an  active  canvass,  while 
Mr.  Evans,  recognizing  “a  forlorn  hope,”  attended  to  his  business  affairs. 
But  the  same  candidates  are  now  confronting  each  other,  and  Mr.  Evans, 
recognizing  that  he  exceeded  his  party  vote  at  the  last  election,  now  stands 
a  fair  chance  for  election,  and  is  encouraged  to  give  the  matter  more  atten¬ 
tion  than  on  the  former  occasion. 

Carl  Evans  and  Elizabeth  Blanche  Shaw  were  married  on  the  6th  of 
November,  1901.  His  wife  is  the  only  living  child  of  the  late  Ephraim  B. 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Dickey)  Shaw,  both  of  whose  families  were  early 
settlers  in  West  Union  and  vicinity.  Mrs.  Shaw  is  the  daughter  of  Rev.  Mr. 
Dickey,  who  was  the  first  regularly  installed  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church 
in  West  Union.  E.  B.  Shaw,  father  of  Mrs.  Evans,  was  a  soldier  during  the 
Civil  war,  going  into  the  army  from  Ohio,  his  native  state.  He  came  to 
West  Union  soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  and  was  there  prominently  identi¬ 
fied  with  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  town.  He  was  associated  with  the 
Fayette  County  National  Bank  from  its  organization,  and  was  its  cashier 
for  many  years.  Latterly,  however,  he  had  accepted  the  position  of  United 
States  bank  examiner  for  the  state  of  Iowa,  and  died  suddenly  while  away 
from  home  in  this  work.  Mr.  Shaw  was  a  man  of  sterling  integrity  and  up¬ 
rightness  of  character.  Everybody  loved  “Eph”  Shaw,  and,  while  he  was 
not  phenomenally  successful,  as  the  world  goes,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  man 
lives  who  will  say  he  ever  did  anyone  an  intentional  wrong.  But  on  the  other 
hand,  he  was  liberal  to  a  fault,  and  prone  to  listen  to  and  sympathize  with 
everybody's  tale  of  woe. 

Mrs.  Carl  Evans  is  a  lady  of  more  than  ordinary  musical  attainments, 
having  a  fine  voice,  cultivated  under  some  of  the  best  teachers,  and  as  a 
pianist  she  has  few  equals  and  no  superiors  in  the  musical  town  which  has 
always  been  her  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Evans  have  one  son,  little  Edgar  Shaw, 
named  in  honor  ofdiis  deceased  uncle  and  grandfather.  He  was  born  in  West 
Union,  October  16,  1902. 

Carl  Evans  is  a  representative  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  born  to 
Robert  and  Isabella  (Denison)  Evans.  His  father  was  born  in  Liverpool, 
England,  September  6,  1827.  He  learned  the  tailor's  trade  in  his  native 
country  and  came  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He  located  in  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  pioneer  days,  and  was  one  of  the  first  tailors  in  the  town  of 
West  Union.  Later  he  followed  farming  for  a  few  years,  then  worked  at 
his  trade  in  Clermont,  and  for  a  few  years  at  Colmar,  retaining  his  home  in 
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Clermont,  but  for  several  years  past  he  has  lived  in  West  Union,  retired 
from  active  business. 

Robert  Evans  has  always  been  an  active  working  Mason,  and  takes  great 
interest  in  the  fraternity.  He  is  a  man  of  good  literary  attainments,  and  pos¬ 
sesses  an  excellent  memory,  being  able  to  memorize  and  recite  selections  which 
would  discourage  many  “readers”  of  greater  pretentions. 

Mrs.  Evans,  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  New 
York  City,  February  21,  1835.  Both  parents  are  living  in  West  Union.  Of 
the  large  family  mentioned  above,  four  children  died  in  infancy  or  early 
childhood,  and  four  sons  died  in  mature  life.  They  were  all  married  and 
each  left  one  or  more  children.  The  names  of  the  deceased  sons  are:  Edgar 
A.,  Robert,  Louis  and  Frank.  There  are  but  three  of  the  family  living,  viz: 
George,  a  stock  raiser  and  ranchman  in  Idaho;  Henry,  engaged  in  insurance 
and  real  estate  business  in  Oklahoma,  and  Carl,  of  this  sketch. 

There  is  no  military  history  in  the  Evans  family  in  this  country  though 
all  were  loyal  and  patriotic  subjects  during  the  Civil  war.  Robert  Evans 
was  among  the  local  musicians  who  stirred  up  the  community  with  their  in¬ 
spiring  melodies  during  the  enlistment  periods  in  the  county.  As  a  family 
they  have  always  been  noted  as  law-abiding,  moral  and  intellectual  citizens, 
honorable  and  upright,  quiet  and  unassuming. 


FRANK  TALCOTT. 

A  sterling  mechanic  and  worthy  citizen,  now  living  in  honorable  retire¬ 
ment  at  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  and  formerly  of  the  Badger  state,  is  Frank 
Talcott.  who  was  born  on  October  10,  1846,  in  Burke  township,  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  the  son  of  Fitz  Henry  Talcott,  a  native  of  Lake  county,  Ohio, 
who  married  Elmira  Nye,  of  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  each  growing  to  maturity, 
receiving  their  education  and  marrying  there.  They  moved  to  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  Mr.  Talcott  became  an  influential  character  in  local  affairs, 
holding  a  number  of  political  offices  there,  having  been  active  as  a  Republican 
and  later  as  a  Populist.  He  was  a  well  informed  man  on  general  topics,  hon¬ 
est  and  influential,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  United  Breth¬ 
ren  church.  It  was  in  1841  that  they  settled  in  Burke  township,  Dane  county, 
Wisconsin,  where  they  secured  wild  land  which  they  improved  and  on  which 
they  established  a  comfortable  home.  In  1856  they  moved  to  Lewistown, 
Columbia  county,  Wisconsin,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  land  there  and  in 
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1864  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  two  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  Illyria  township  where  they  lived  for  several  years,  when  they  moved 
to  Smithfield  township.  Mr.  Talcott  died  in  1900  and  his  wife  passed  away 
in  June,  1866.  Fitz  Henry  Talcott  married  a  second  time,  his  last  wife  being 
Amelia  Harned,  a  native  of  Sycamore,  Illinois,  and  she  died  in  1893,  no 
children  being  born  of  this  union.  The  following  children  were  by  Mr.  Tal¬ 
cott  and  his  first  wife:  Lydia  A.,  who  was  a  teacher,  died  in  1865;  Frank,  of 
this  review;  Charles  A.,  of  Wadena,  Iowa,  has  devoted  his  life  to  railroading, 
merchandising  and  farming;  Fitz  Edward  is  a  farmer  in  Center  township, 
Iowa;  Ida  May  died  when  five  years  of  age;  Inez,  now  deceased,  married 
Reuben  Savage,  living  in  Fayette  county;  Etta  L.  married  J.  M.  Burnside,  of 
Waucoma,  Iowa ;  Henry  died  in  childhood. 

Frank  Talcott  received  a  common  school  education  in  his  native  com¬ 
munity,  but  his  sisters,  Lydia,  Inez  and  Etta,  became  well  educated  and  were 
successful  teachers.  Frank  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  learned  the  blacksmith’s  trade  in  Madison, 
Ohio,  and  followed  that  with  much  success  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  be¬ 
coming  known  in  his  community  as  a  very  skilled  workman.  He  had  served 
as  an  apprentice  under  an  uncle. 

In  1871  Mr.  Talcott  married  Mary  A.  Savage,  of  Madison,  Ohio,  the 
daughter  of  Reuben  Savage,  who  spent  his  life  in  Madison  county,  Ohio.  In 
the  spring  of  1871  Mr.  Talcott  brought  his  bride  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  for  a  period  of  seven  years  with  his  usual  suc¬ 
cess  in  Illyria  township  and  for  six  years  he  maintained  a  shop  at  Alpha.  In 
1883  he  located  at  Maynard  and  there  built  a  steam  mill,  which  was  burned, 
but  he  rebuilt  it  and  operated  the  same  until  1905,  when  he  took  out  the  steam 
plant  and  put  in  a  twenty-horse-power  gasoline  engine.  In  1908  he  installed 
a  gas  plant  to  supply  the  village  of  Maynard.  Fie  does  an  extensive  busi¬ 
ness  in  custom  grinding  and  makes  buckwheat  flour,  the  product  of  his  mill 
having  quite  a  reputation  throughout  this  vicinity.  His  plant  is  modern  in 
every  respect,  well  equipped  and  neatly  kept. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott,  namely:  Louis 
H.,  who  lives  at  Marcus,  Iowa,  where  he  is  a  bookkeeper  in  the  Exchange 
Bank,  married  Stella  Adams,  of  Maynard ;  he  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools  of  Maynard  and  at  the  Oelwein  Business  College.  After  finishing 
his  schooling  he  spent  one  year  at  Sioux  Rapids  in  the  creamery  business  for 
his  father  and  later  at  Devon  and  Everly,  and  in  1902  he  went  to  Marcus, 
Iowa.  Inez  L.,  the  second  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott,  is  the  wife  of  E.  C. 
Knight,  a  druggist  at  Waucoma,  Iowa,  with  the  firm  of  Burnside  &  Knight. 
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Myron  E.,  the  youngest  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Talcott's  children,  is  managing  his 
father’s  farm  in  Smithfield  township ;  he  married  Carrie  Johnson. 

For  about  eighteen  years,  Frank  Talcott  was  with  F.  B.  Fargo  &  Com¬ 
pany,  of  Lake  Mills,  Wisconsin,  and  other  firms  handling  creamery  supplies 
He  has  installed  more  creameries  than  any  other  man  in  the  state.  In  1903 
he  built  the  present  Farmers'  Co-operative  Creamery  at  Maynard,  Iowa,  and 
he  is  at  present  one  of  the  stockholders  and  directors.  He  is  also  a  stock¬ 
holder  in  the  Maynard  Savings  Bank.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  all 
his  enterprises,  being  a  man  of  keen  discernment  and  cautious  and  honorable 
in  his  dealings  with  his  fellow  men. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Talcott  is  a  member  of  the  Free  and  Accepted  Masons, 
Blue  Lodge  No.  510  of  Maynard,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  of  which  Mrs.  Talcott  is  worthy  matron  and  a  delegate  to  the 
meeting  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  in  1909. 

Mr.  Talcott  has  long  taken  considerable  interest  in  local  politics  and  in 
1905  he  was  mayor  of  Maynard  and  he  has  held  other  local  offices,  always  with 
credit  and  satisfaction.  He  votes  independently,  always  for  the  man  whom 
he  deems  best  cpialified  for  the  position  sought.  He  has  long  been  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Maynard  and  he  has  done  a  great  deal  for 
the  town,  being  deeply  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  its  development.  He 
is  very  well  known  throughout  the  county  and  he  has  hosts  of  friends  in  all 
the  communities  where  he  has  lived. 


JOSEPH  S.  BISBING. 

The  family  of  this  name  were  long  settled  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  earlier 
members  were  identified  with  the  development  of  the  Keystone  state  in  the 
days  when  savage  warfare  was  common  on  the  border.  They  were  laboring 
men  or  small  farmers  and  tradesmen,  but  wherever  found  the  Bisbings  bore 
a  good  name  and  were  regarded  as  good  citizens.  Jacob  Bisbing,  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  sketch,  was  an  important  man  in  his  day,  and 
during  his  residence  of  many  years  in  Pennsylvania  was  regarded  as  a  man 
of  strong  character.  He  left  a  son  named  Peter,  who  also  was  a  man  among 
men,  who  led  an  industrious,  hardworking  life,  made  many  friends  and  always 
did  his  part  when  anything  was  to  lie  done  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 
The  later  generation  of  Bisbings  could  tell  interesting  stories  descended  from 
their  ancestors  of  the  settlement  of  eastern  Pennsylvania  and  the  stirring  in- 
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cidents  which  accompanied  the  movement.  The  older  ancestors  went  as  far 
back  as  “Bracldock’s  Defeat”  and  could  remember  “Logan,  the  Mingo  chief,” 
whose  pathetic  speech  to  the  white  men  has  always  been  regarded  as  an  un¬ 
equaled  specimen  of  Indian  oratory.  Peter  S.  Bisbing  married  Mary  Magda- 
line  Barry,  one  of  his  Pennsylvania  neighbors,  and  reared  nine  children,  six 
sons  and  three  daughters.  One  of  his  sons  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  during 
the  Civil  war  and  died  of  typhoid  fever  during  his  service.  Peter  was  a 
farmer  in  a  small  way,  but  he  always  managed  to  make  the  ends  meet  and  he 
trained  his  children  to  habits  of  industry.  He  passed  away  long  ago,  after  a 
worthy  and  unobtrusive  life,  which  left  a  good  example  to  his  children. 

Joseph  S.  Bisbing,  one  of  the  nine  children  above  mentioned,  was 
born  in  northeastern  Pennsylvania.  January  5,  1856.  Such  education  as  he 
got  was  obtained  in  the  neighborhood  school  in  his  native  state,  which  he 
attended  only  for  brief  seasons  in  winter,  as  it  was  necessary  for  him  to  help 
with  the  farm  work  during  the  summers.  He  grew  up  a  strong  boy,  well 
acquainted  with  work,  and  when  the  time  came  for  him  to  branch  out  for 
himself  he  was  equal  to  the  emergency.  iVs  a  young  man,  being  without  a 
trade,  he  turned  his  attention  to  various  kinds  of  jobs,  such  as  he  could  get  to 
do  in  his  neighborhood.  He  was  active,  industrious,  a  willing  worker  and 
found  no  difficulty  in  keeping  employed.  In  March,  1879,  he  determined  to 
seek  better  opportunities  in  the  growing  West  and  directed  his  route  to  the 
great  state  of  Iowa,  which  offered  special  inducements  to  farmers.  Going 
directly  to  Fayette  county,  he  located  in  Dover  township,  where  he  remained 
two  years.  Hearing  much  of  North  Dakota,  he  determined  to  test  that  field, 
but  after  spending  one  summer  there  decided  to  return  to  Iowa,  as  a  state  bet¬ 
ter  suited  to  his  purposes.  On  January  1,  1883,  he  removed  to  Clermont 
township  and  has  ever  since  been  a  resident  of  that  community.  He  engaged 
in  farming,  met  with  success  and  at  the  present  time  owns  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  productive  land.  He  has  greatly  improved  his  place  by  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings  and  adding  other  features  calculated  to  afford 
beauty  and  comfort.  It  is  at  present  one  of  the  model  farms  of  Clermont 
township  and  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  the  highest  degree  of  profit. 
All  his  life  Mr.  Bisbing  has  been  a  lover  of  fine  stock  and  it  was  his  desire  to 
possess  some  of  the  choice  animals  which  he  saw  roaming  over  the  fine  farms 
of  Iowa.  It  has  been  his  good  fortune  to  see  this  ambition  realized  and  any 
one  who  visits  his  place  will  find  a  lot  of  thoroughbreds  of  the  best  quality. 
There  are  Shorthorn  cattle  of  the  choicest  pedigreed  stock,  which  are  kept 
sleek  and  fat  by  Mr.  Bisbing’s  skillful  feeding.  A  fine  herd  of  Poland-China 
hogs  are  also  to  be  seen  constantly  in  the  meadow  and  pens  and  from  this  valu- 
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able  swine  conies  much  of  the  farm  revenue.  In  horses  Mr.  Bisbing  rather 
leans  to  the  Percherons  and  keeps  a  number  of  these  on  hand  all  the  time. 

In  March,  1880,  Mr.  Bisbing  married  Ida  A.,  daughter  of  P.  L.  Rowland, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume,  and  who  are  members  of  one 
of  the  oldest  and  best  known  families  in  the  county.  They  have  three  children, 
Jennie  E.,  Harry  L.  and  Victor  H.  Mr.  Bisbing  is  a  Republican,  a  member 
of  the  board  of  trustees  and  with  his  family  is  affiliated  with  the  Evangelical 
church. 


COL.  GEORGE  F.  BROCKWAY. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  appears  above  is  too  well  known  to  the 
citizens  of  Fayette  county  to  need  a  formal  introduction,  but  this  compendium 
of  biography  would  be  incomplete  without  a  record  of  his  career,  a  matter 
in  which  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citizens  feel  a  deep  interest.  George  F. 
Brockway  inherits  the  sterling  qualities  of  the  Irish-Dutch  ancestry  on  his 
father's  side,  and  the  no  less  sturdy  French-Scotch  blood  of  his  mother’s 
people,  these  different  nationalities  forming  a  combination  which,  center¬ 
ing  in  a  single  individual,  accounts  for  intelligence  and  manly  qualities  and 
for  a  character  which  will  ever  stand  for  rectitude  and  a  high  sense  of  honor. 
Colonel  Brockway  was  born  near  Quincy,  Illinois,  April  28,  i8ai.  and  is  a 
son  of  Isaac  and  Susan  (Bushaw)  Brockway,  the  former  of  Irish  lineage  on 
the  father’s  side  and  Dutch  on  the  mother’s  side,  the  latter  in  the  same  manner 
of  French  and  Scotch  descent.  Isaac  Brockway  was  a  native  of  New  York, 
but  when  a  young  man  went  to  Illinois  to  enter  an  institution  near  the  city 
of  Quincy  with  the  object  in  view  of  fitting  himself  for  mission  work  among 
the  negroes  in  Canada,  and  spent  ten  years  in  this  preparation,  during  which 
time  he  acquired  superior  educational  training.  He  was  active  in  as¬ 
sisting  runaway  slaves  on  their  way  to  Canada  by  means  of  the  “Underground 
Railroad,’’  in  which,  for  several  years,  he  took  a  zealous  interest.  In  the 
meantime  his  father,  Samuel  Brockway,  had  moved  to  Kosciusko  county,  In¬ 
diana,  and,  being  blind,  called  upon  Isaac  to  come  and  care  for  him,  this 
being  about  the  year  1849.  Prompted  by  filial  duty,  the  latter  obeyed  and 
from  that  time  until  their  respective  deaths  he  remained  With  his  parents 
and  ministered  to  their  necessities  and  comforts,  and  continued  to  live  there 
until  his  wife’s  death.  About  i860  or  1861  he  exchanged  land  in  Indiana 
for  real  estate  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  latter  being  on  Crane  creek,  Bethel 
township,  to  which  he  removed  the  latter  year,  bringing  with  him  a  sorghum 
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mill  which  he  set  up  and  operated  for  some  years  thereafter.  .  In  1870  he 
disposed  of  his  interests  in  the  above  named  township  and  transferred  his 
residence  to  Chickasaw  county,  where  he  lived  during  the  four  years  ensuing, 
then  moved  to  Illinois,  where  he  spent  two  years,  removing  at  the  expiration 
of  that  time  to  Chanute,  Kansas,  where  his  death  subsequently  occurred  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-four  years.  By  his  first  marriage  Isaac  Brockway 
had  six  children,  and  his  second  marriage  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  chil¬ 
dren:  Minnie,  Isaac  Brockway,  Jr.  (who  now  lives  at  West  Union,  this 
state),  Milo,  Luela  and  Orra. 

George  F.  Brockway  spent  his  early  life  at  the  parental  home,  and  while 
a  mere  youth  learned  by  practical  experience  the  true  meaning  of  honest 
toil.  While  in  Indiana  he  decided  to  sever  home  ties  and  make  his  own  way  in 
the  world,  accordingly,  in  company  with  the  hired  hand,  he  stole  quietly  away 
without  his  father’s  knowledge  and  went  to  Michigan,  being  about  sixteen 
years  old  at  the  time.  After  spending  a  few  months  in  that  state,  he  made 
his  v  ay  to  Walwoith,  Wayne  county,  New  York,  where  his  mother’s  sister 
was  then  living,  and  with  his  aunt,  he  made  his  home  during  the  next  few  years, 
working  for  neighbors  by  the  month.  At  the  expiration  of  the  period  indi¬ 
cated  he  engaged  with  the  Quakers  at  Farmington,  Ontario  county,  for  whom 
he  started  work  at  a  monthly  wage  of  six  dollars,  invariably  receiving  an 
increase  in  wages  with  each  new  contract,  and  remaining  in  that  locality  until 
the  national  sky  became  overcast  with  ominous  clouds  of  civil  war,  when 
he  severed  his  connection  with  his  employers  and  tendered  his  sendees  to  the 
government,  enlisting  on  October  15,  1861,  in  the  First  New  York  Battery, 
under  Capt.  T.  J.  Kennedy,  with  Auburn  as  headquarters.  This  was  the 
banner  company  of  the  Empire  state  at  that  time  and  shortly  after  the  or¬ 
ganization  was  completed  it  reported  to  Secretary  Seward  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  was  given  a  very  flattering  reception  at  the  White  House  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Lincoln,  who,  in  a  brief,  but  felicitous  speech,  congratulated  the  men 
as  follows :  “Soldiers,  I  am  glad  to  see  you,  and  presume  that  you  are  glad 
to  see  me.  If  you  do  your  duty  in  accordance  with  your  appearance  we  will 
have  nothing  to  fear;  God  bless  you.” 

After  protesting  at  remaining  longer  at  Washington,  the  battery  was  as¬ 
signed  to  the  Aimy  of  the  Potomac  under  General  McClellan,  from  which 
time  until  the  cessation  of  hostilities  it  took  part  in  some  of  the  most  noted 
campaigns  of  the  war,  its  record  of  thirty-two  important  battles,  to  say  noth¬ 
ing  of  skirmishes  and  minor  engagements,  equaled  by  few  such  organizations 
and  exceeded  by  none.  Captain  Kennedy  resigning  after  the  battle  of 
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Williamsburg,  the  command  afterwards  fell  to  Lieut.  Andrew  Cowan,  who 
proved  a  brave  and  faithful  officer  until  mustered  out  after  Lee’s  surrender. 
A  special  bronze  panel  lias  been  placed  on  their  monument  at  Gettysburg, 
on  which  Mr.  Brockway  is  shown  as  number  six,  in  the  act  of  fixing  ammu¬ 
nition.  He  was  the  only  available  man  on  his  gun  when  the  battery  was  or¬ 
dered  to  change  position.  The  First  New  York  Battery  consisted  of  six 
guns,  with  six  horses,  three  drivers  and  six  cannoneers  to  each,  besides  the 
officers,  and  regardless  of  loss  this  quota  was  maintained  in  full  throughout 
the  war.  Possessing  mechanical  skill  of  a  high  order,  Mr.  Brockway  was 
made  artificer,  and  in  this  capacity,  by  untiring  energy,  methodical  measures 
and  courteous  treatment,  he  was,  by  acclaim,  given  the  title  of  “Colonel.” 
The  greatest  loss  sustained  in  any  one  engagement  was  at  Cedar  Creek,  where, 
within  a  comparatively  short  time,  twenty-one  brave  men  gave  up  their  lives 
for  their  country,  besides  the  loss  of  one  gun,  but  the  latter  was  re-taken 
by  a  volunteer  squad  just  previous  to  the  capture  of  twelve  thousand  Confed¬ 
erates  by  the  Union  forces.  Not  infrequently  were  the  men  on  duty  the  en¬ 
tire  night.  Although  Mr.  Brockway  was  not  in  the  battle  of  Cedar  Creek, 
being  on  detached  duty,  he  worked  all  the  following  night  remounting  the  gun 
that  had  been  disabled  during  the  day’s  fighting.  He  was  the  first  one  to  re¬ 
enlist  in  the  battery.  The  real  service  of  this  splendid  battery  will  never  be 
adequately  known  and  only  approximately  estimated.  At  tbe  expiration  of 
the  time  for  which  it  entered  the  service  the  entire  command  was  kept  intact 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  though  few  of  the  original  members  were  with  it 
when  the  Confederacy  collapsed  and  the  Grand  Review  at  the  national  capi¬ 
tal  took  place.  The  battery  was  assigned  an  important  place  in  that  never-to- 
be-forgotten  parade,  and  attracted  the  enthusiastic  attention  of  the  throngs 
which  it  passed,  because  of  the  splendid  appearance  of  the  officers,  men  and 
guns.  Mr.  Brockway  was  rendered  totally  deaf  in  the  right  ear  during  his 
service.  Receiving  his  discharge  shortly  after  the  review,  Mr.  Brockway 
returned  to  New  York,  where  he  remained  until  1866,  in  February  of  which 
year  he  came  to  Iowa,  where  his  father  was  then  living  and  whom  he  had 
not  seen  since  leaving  home  when  a  youth  of  sixteen.  By  diligence  and 
economy  the  meanwhile  he  had  succeeded  in  accumulating  eighteen  hundred 
dollars.  With  this  neat  little  sum  he  purchased  a  mill-site  at  a  point  of  Crane 
creek  known  as  Port  Washington,  investing  the  greater  part  of  his  means  in 
the  venture.  In  due  time  he  began  to  develop  the  water  power  at  the  above 
place,  but,  losing  his  wife  about  that  time  and  experiencing  other  reverses,  he 
finally  after  considerable  financial  loss  abandoned  the  enterprise  and  pur¬ 
chased  seventy  acres  of  land  adjoining  a  part  of  his  present  farm,  and  began 
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work  of  its  improvement.  The  land  was  covered  With  scrub  and  small  tim¬ 
ber  and  much  labor  was  required  to  reduce  it  to  cultivation,  but  in  due  time  the 
o\\ nei  s  effoits  lesulted  m  the  making  of  a  comfortable  home  and  the  placing 
of  himself  in  comparatively  easy  circumstances. 

By  judicious  management  Colonel  Brockway  has  been  enabled  to  add 
to  his  possessions  from  time  to  time  until  he  owns  a  half  section  of  as  fine 
land  as  Eden  township  can  boast,  nearly  all  under  cultivation  and  improved 
with  good  buildings,  fences,  etc,  the  farm  being  especially  adapted  to  stock, 
m  the  breeding  and  rising  of  which  he  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  suc¬ 
cessful.  In  connection  with  his  agricultural  and  live  stock  interests  he  has  a 
laige  plant  foi  the  manufacture  of  sorghum,  and  also  operates  a  threshing 
machine  during  certain  seasons,  for  which  a  gasoline  engine  furnished  the  mo¬ 
tive  power. 

As  stated  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  Colonel  Brockway  has  a  natural  apti¬ 
tude  for  mechanical  work  and  all  kinds  of  machinery,  and  on  his  place  are 
various  contrivances  and  devices  which  during  a  year  save  him  no  little  time 
and  money.  He  has  been  successful  in  nearly  all  of  his  undertakings  and  is 
today  not  only  among  the  leading  farmers  and  stockmen  of  his  part  of  the 
country,  but  also  occupies  a  prominent  place  among  the  county’s  financially 
strong  and  public  spirited  citizens.  Prior  to  and  after  the  breaking  out  of 
the  great  Civil  war  he  was  an  ardent  admirer  and  stanch  supporter  of  President 
Lincoln  and  he  continued  with  the  Republican  party  until  1896,  when  he  cast 
his  vote  for  William  Jennings  Bryan.  Since  then  he  has  been  practically  in¬ 
dependent  in  politics,  advocating  principles  and  measures  which  he  considers 
to  lie  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  voting  for  the  best  qualified  candi¬ 
dates  irrespective  of  party. 

1  he  domestic  life  of  Colonel  Brockway  dates  from  May  1,  1867,  when  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Almira  Rogers,  daughter  of  fames  Rogers  (see 
sketch),  the  ceremony  taking  place  at  West  Union.  Mrs.  Brockway  died  in 
:875>  leaving  no  issue,  and  two  years  later  the  subject  married  Sarah  Leese,  of 
Bremer  county,  this  state,  the  union  being  blessed  with  five  children :  Major 
A.,  who  farms  a  part  of  the  home  place  and  whose  wife  was  formerly  Cora 
Young,  of  Fayette  county;  Mary,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  has  been  a 
teacher  for  a  number  of  years  in  Michigan  and  now  holds  an  important  posi¬ 
tion  in  the  high  school  of  Hawkeye,  this  county;  Barry,  who  is  a  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  of  Eden  township,  married  Minnie  Houser  and  lives  on  a  part  of 
the  homestead;  Myra  is  still  with  her  parents  and  has  the  reputation  of  being 
an  expert  cook  and  housekeeper ;  Katie,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  died  in 
infancy. 
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EDWARD  R.  CLARK. 

Among  the  strong  and  influential  citizens  of  Fayette  county,  the  record 
of  whose  lives  have  become  an  essential  part  of  this  section,  the  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  above  occupies  a  prominent  place  and  for  years  he  has 
exerted  a  beneficial  influence  in  the  community  where  he  resides.  His  chief 
characteristics  seem  to  be  keenness  of  perception,  a  tireless  energy,  honesty  of 
purpose  and  motive  and  every-day  common  sense,  which  have  enabled  him 
not  only  to  advance  his  own  interests,  but  also  largely  contributed  to  the  moral 
and  material  advancement  of  the  county. 

Edward  R.  Clark,  the  popular  and  efficient  sheriff  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  was  born  in  Iroquois  county,  Illinois,  November  21,  1857,  and  is  the 
son  of  Edward  R.  and  Ellen  E.  (Sill)  Clark.  The  father,  Edward  R.  Clark, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Christian  county,  Kentucky,  coming  in  his  early  youth  with 
his  father’s  family  and  other  friends  from  the  same  locality  to  McLean  county, 
Illinois,  where  they  settled  in  and  around  Bloomington,  and  became  identified 
with  the  early  history  and  interests  of  that  city.  Southern  born  and  bred, 
his  brothers  and  friends  for  the  most  part  adhered  to  their  early  teachings. 
He,  on  the  contrary,  early  imbibed  the  spirit  and  principles  of  his  adopted 
state.  He  was  a  young  man  of  high  ideals  of  duty  and  honor  and  unblemished 
character.  When  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  broke  out  he  hastened  to  join  the 
defenders  of  the  Union,  and  enlisted  in  the  Eighty-sixth  Regiment  of  Illinois 
Volunteers.  He  died  in  the  first  year  of  his  term  of  service  at  Nashville, 
Tennessee,  in  the  year  1863,  leaving  his  wife  to  care  for  and  train  their  two 
children,  Helen  M.,  who  died  in  her  young  womanhood,  and  Edward  R.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  who  at  the  time  of  his  father’s  death  was  five  years 
old.  The  mother  still  lives,  a  member  of  her  son’s  household  in  West  Union. 
Iowa. 

Mr.  Clark  was  educated  in  his  native  state.  He  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  in  1887  and  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  continuing  successfully  in 
that  line  of  endeavor  until  his  election,  in  November,  1908,  as  sheriff  of 
Fayette  county.  He  was  located  at  Hawkeye  the  greater  portion  of  the 
time,  although  he  was  in  Chicago  ten  years.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
best  judges  of  live  stock  in  the  county  and  he  has  a  world  of  experience  in 
buying,  raising  and  shipping  all  varieties  and  qualities,  his  efforts  having 
been  crowned  with  abundant  success. 

Mr.  Clark  is  a  loyal  Republican  and  was  nominated  and  elected  by  this 
party,  and  so  far  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  important  office  to 
which  he  has  been  called  with  rare  ability,  foresight  and  discretion,  to  the  en- 
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tire  satisfaction  of  his  constituents  and,  in  fact,  all  concerned,  thus  proving  the 
wisdom  of  his  selection  as  sheriff.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No. 
69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  his  daily 
life  among  his  fellow  men  would  indicate  that  he  lives  up  to  its  sublime  pre¬ 
cepts. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  September,  1891,  to  Cora  F.  Henderson, 
daughter  of  M.  V.  and  Clara  (Hall)  Henderson,  early  settlers  of  Fayette 
county  and  a  highly  respected  family.  Mrs.  Clark  was  educated  in  the  pub¬ 
lic  schools  of  Auburn,  her  birthplace,  and  for  sometime  prior  to  her  marriage 
she  was  a  very  successful  teacher  in  Clayton  and  Fayette  counties. 


JOSEPH  L.  SCALLAN. 

It  is  always  pleasant  and  profitable  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man 
who  has  won  a  definite  goal  in  life,  whose  career  has  been  such  as  to  com¬ 
mand  the  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Such,  in  brief,  is  the  rec¬ 
ord  of  Joseph  L.  Scallan,  the  popular  and  efficient  auditor  of  Fayette  county, 
where  he  has  long  maintained  his  home  and  where  he  has  labored  not  only 
for  his  own  advancement  and  that  of  his  immediate  family,  but  also  for  the 
improvement  of  the  entire  community  whose  interests  he  has  ever  had  at 
heart,  thereby  is  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all 
classes. 

Mr.  Scallan  was  born  on  a  farm  in  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
March  15,  1862,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and  Ann  (Murray)  Scallan,  both 
natives  of  Ireland,  the  father  born  in  county  Wexford  and  the  mother  in 
county  Antrim.  They  came  to  America  when  young  and  were  married  in 
Rochester,  New  York,  and  they  came  to  Eden  township,  this  county,  probably 
as  early  as  1853.  Ihey  located  on  a  farm  which  they  cleared  and  developed 
and  which  has  since  been  the  home  of  the  Scallans.  The  mother  died  Septem¬ 
ber  20,  1907*  and  the  father  died  March  7,  1910,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety  years.  Their  family  consisted  of  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  three 
sons  and  one  daughter  still  living.  The  oldest  is  Thomas,  who  is  in  the 
wholesale  paper  business  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio;  Mary  A.,  who  married  Miles 
McGovern,  died  in  \\  inneshiek  county,  Iowa,  when  twenty-six  years  of  age, 
leaving  two  daughters;  Elizabeth  is  at  home  with  her  father;  James  E.  is  also 
on  the  parental  farm ;  he  married  Anna  Lynch,  a  neighbor’s  daughter. 

Joseph  L.  Scallan,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
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Eden  township  and  the  Waucoma  high  school,  also  in  the  Decorah  Business 
College.  He  began  his  independent  business  career  as  a  farmer  in  the  sum¬ 
mer  months,  teaching  school  the  remainder  of  the  year.  He  was  appointed 
deputy  county  auditor  under  Ed.  A.  Kreamer,  December  i,  1890,  and  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  office  as  a  deputy,  with  the  exception  of  1896,  which  year  he 
spent  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  until  his  election  as  county  auditor,  taking  charge 
of  the  same  on  January  1,  1901.  He  discharged  the  duties  of  the  same  so 
faithfully  that  he  has  been  elected  to  the  same  office  six  times  and  is  now 
serving  his  tenth  year  as  principal.  He  was  elected  as  a  Republican,  having 
long  been  a  loyal  supporter  of  this  party.  His  record  in  office  has  been  with¬ 
out  a  shadow  of  suspicion,  being  regarded  as  a  painstaking,  conscientious, 
courteous  servant  of  the  people,  and  his  conduct  has  won  and  retained  the 
respect,  confidence  and  admiration  of  all. 

Mr.  Scallan  was  married  on  June  22,  1897,  by  Rev.  Father  O'Reilly,  of 
Waucoma,  Iowa,  to  Alice  McMahon,  a  daughter  of  Peter  and  Bridget  Mc¬ 
Mahon,  an  early  established  family  in  Eden  township,  her  parents  both  being 
natives  of  Ireland. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Scallan  have  two  daughters,  Madonna  and  Kathryn.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  as  were  all  their  ancestors. 
Fraternally,  Mr.  Scallan  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Knights  of  Columbus.  He  lias  been  a  member  of  the  county  central 
committee  and  a  member  of  the  legislative  committee  in  the  county  auditors’ 
organization  of  the  fourth  congressional  district. 


FREDERICK  MIEHE. 

In  a  history  purporting  to  be  a  complete  chronicle  of  the  important  events 
of  Fayette  county,  and  to  contain  a  resume  of  the  careers  of  her  most  worthy 
and  influential  citizens,  the  name  of  Frederick  Mie'he  would  necessarily  have 
to  lie  included,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  he  has  long  labored  for  bis  own  and 
the  county’s  advancement,  as  we  shall  see.  He  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Hanover,  Germany,  June  2,  1837,  and  began  his  education  in  the  home  land; 
in  fact,  he  spent  only  twenty-five  days  in  school  in  this  country,  and  that  in 
Dubuque  county,  Iowa.  He  is  the  son  of  Conrad  and  Dorothea  Miehe,  both 
natives  of  the  province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  and  from  which  country  they 
came  to  America  in  1848,  locating  in  Dubuque  county,  Iowa,  having  landed 
at  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  from  which  city  they  ascended  the  Mississippi 


FREDERICK  MIEHE. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY.  IOWA. 


H67 


river  on  a  steamboat.  They  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  and  spent  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives  on  the  same,  the  father  having  been  killed  by  a  horse, 
in  July,  1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  His  wife  died  about  May, 
1865,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  sons,  name¬ 
ly  :  Harmon,  who  remained  single,  died  in  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county, 
when  sixty-seven  years  old;  Frederick,  of  this  review;  William  lives  in  Du¬ 
buque  county,  Iowa. 

Frederick  Miehe,  being  the  business  man  of  the  family,  lived  with  his 
parents  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of  his  own, 
containing  one  hundred  and  twenty-acres,  prairie  land  in  Dubuque  county, 
and  he  lived  there  until  1873)  when  he  moved  to  Fayette  county,  purchasing 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  section  28,  Harlan  township,  where  be  still 
lives.  At  that  time  he  also  owned  a  section  of  land  in  that  township  which 
he  had  purchased  before  moving  to  this  county.  At  one  time  he  owned  over 
one  thousand  acres  in  Harlan  township.  He  also  owned  a  section  of  land  in 
Kossuth  county,  Iowa.  To  each  son,  as  he  became  of  age,  he  gave  eighty 
acres  in  Harlan  township  and  a  quarter  section  in  Kossuth  county.  In  1903 
he  made  a  final  settlement,  deeding  all  his  possessions  among  his  children. 
For  some  time  he  has  been  making  his  home  on  the  original  place  with  his 
son.  He  is  an  excellent  business  man  and  has  had  remarkable  success  in  his 
operations,  being  a  good  manager  and  a  keen  observer,  having  made  few 
mistakes  in  his  calculations,  and  he  has  at  the  same  time  borne  an  unblemished 
reputation  among  his  fellow  men,  and  be  is  one  of  the  well  known  and  in¬ 
fluential  men  of  Harlan  township.  For  a  number  of  years  be  was  a  director 
of  the  Maynard  Bank. 

Politically,  Mr.  Miehe  was  a  Democrat  until  the  death  of  President 
Lincoln,  when  he  became  a  Republican  and  has  remained  unswerving  to  its 
principles;  however,  he  is  no  politician  and  has  never  aspired  to  public  office. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 

On  February  20,  1857,  Mr.  Miehe  married  Sophia  Kenniker,  who  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  November  8,  1840.  When  seven¬ 
teen  years  old  she  came  to  America  with  her  grandparents,  who  located  in 
Dubuque  county,  Iowa.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miehe  fourteen  children  were  born, 
of  whom  twelve  are  living  at  this  writing,  namely :  Charles  lives  at  Maynard, 
this  county;  Hannah  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Lembka,  of  Harlan  township; 
William  also  lives  in  Harlan  township;  Julia  is  the  wife  of  John  Meyer,  of 
Maynard,  this  county;  Fred  lives  in  Swea  City,  Iowa;  August  lives  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county ;  Theodore,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere,  lives  in  Smithfield 
township;  Albert  lives  in  Harlan  township;  Emma  is  the  wife  of  Otto  Smith, 
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of  Harlan  township;  John  lives  on  the  home  farm;  Etta  is  the  wife  of  Vern 
Goodrich,  of  Austin,  Minnesota;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  Byron  Odekirk,  of 
Maynard,  Iowa. 

The  mother  of  these  children  died  on  June  13,  1887,  and  on  October  7. 
1887,  Mr.  Miehe  married  Augusta  Faber,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  about 
1849;  lier  death  occurred  about  1901 ;  this  union  was  without  issue. 


CALVIN  L.  CURTIS. 

One  of  the  sterling,  practical  men  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  will  be  found 
in  the  person  of  Calvin  L.  Curtis.  To  have  been  born  and  reared  in  the  same 
locality  and  had  continuous  residence  there  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty 
years  could  not  help  but  inculcate  in  one  an  interest  in  the  affairs  of  county 
and  township  more  vital  than  would  be  that  of  a  new  settler.  This  may  be 
said  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  made  his  advent  into  the  world  Aug¬ 
ust  2,  1858,  in  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  has  lived  on 
the  old  homestead  all  his  life,  and  has  demonstrated  that  he  is  the  type  of 
citizen  that  counts  in  making  up  the  backbone  of  this  great  commonwealth. 

Calvin  L.  Curtis  is  the  son  of  Mason  A.  and  Julia  A.  (Howe)  Curtis, 
Mason  Curtis  was  born  in  Chittenden  county,  Vermont,  December  16,  1818. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county  and  there  grew  to  manhood. 
He  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children,  of  whom  four 
were  sons.  When  quite  a  young  man  he  left  the  parental  home  and  sought 
his  fortune  in  that  which  the  states  farther  west  had  to  offer.  His  first  stop¬ 
ping  place  was  in  Indiana,  where  he  met  Mary  A.  Beach  in  Elkhart  county, 
where  she  was  born  in  1828.  The  Beach  family  soon  afterward  changed 
their  place  of  residence  to  St.  Joseph  county,  Michigan,  and  young  Curtis 
accompanied  them.  On  October  18,  1848,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Beach  and  soon  afterward  returned  to  Elkhart  county,  Indiana,  where 
they  lived  until  1852,  when  they  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  pre¬ 
empted  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Union  township,  two  miles 
west  of  West  Union.  Mrs.  Curtis  died  in  1852,  while  living  on  this  farm  and 
was  interred  at  Auburn,  Iowa.  She  left  one  child,  Emma  A.,  born  in  Elk¬ 
hart  county,  Indiana,  July  27,  1851.  She  afterward  became  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Kimpson.  They  live  on  a  farm  in  Auburn  township.  No  children 
have  been  born  to  them. 

In  1853  Mason  A.  Curtis  married  Julia  A.  Howe,  a  native  of  Michigan. 
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She  was  born  near  Ypsilanti,  in  1826.  At  the  time  of  this  marriage  Mr. 
Curtis  sold  Ins  farm  and  bought  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  in  sections 
32  ancl  33-  Auburn  township.  One-half  of  this  farm  was  a  dense  forest.  He 
cleared  and  improved  about  half  of  the  timbered  land  and  labored  until  he 
had  brought  his  ground  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  Previous  to  his  death 
he  sold  sixty  acres,  principally  wood  land,  in  section  33.  The  homestead  and 
eighty  acres  of  improved  land  was  in  section  32.  Politically,  Mr.  Curtis  was 
a  Democrat  until  the  sixteen-to-one  free-silver  campaign  caused  so  much  stir 
m  politics,  when  he  voted  for  the  gold  standard  and  continued  to  vote  the 
Republican  ticket  until  his  death.  He  never  held  an  office.  Mr.  Curtis 
passed  to  his  rest  February  9,  1898,  and  his  wife  succumbed  in  April,  1896 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  as  follows:  Mary  L„  born  in  1854’ 
resides  in  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  with  her  sister;  Sarah  E.,  born  1856,  wife  of  U 
M.  Hathaway,  lives  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa;  Calvin  L.  Curtis  (the  subject),  and 
Clansea  N.,  born  1890,  and  the  wife  of  Frank  Winett,  who  reside  at  Minne¬ 
apolis,  Minnesota. 

Calvin  L.  Curtis,  the  only  son.  made  his  home  with  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years.  Being 
a  young  man  of  business  ability,  he  had  become  the  owner  of  eighty  acres, 
m  section  32  and  adjoining  his  father’s  farm,  at  the  time  of  his  becoming  of 
age.  Here,  with  his  wife,  he  set  up  the  household  gods  at  the  time  of  their 
marriage.  They  continued  their  residence  here  for  two  years,  when  they 
elected  a  home  on  his  father  s  farm,  within  a  few  rods  of  the  homestead,  and 
have  since  lived  here.  At  present  the  subject  owns  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  acres,  having  bought  part  of  the  home  farm.  Politically,  he  adheres  to 
the  policies  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  worthy  member  of  Relief 
Lodge  No.  138,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows’  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  and 
belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

In  November,  1884,  Mr.  Curtis  married  Jessie  F.  Van  Bogart,  born  May 
28,  1866,  in  McHenry  county,  Illinois.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Frank  and 
Amelia  (Tromblee)  Van  Bogart.  Mr.  Bogart  was  a  native  of  Washington 
county,  New  York,  born  June  26,  1844.  and  was  the  son  of  Ormus  and  Caro¬ 
line  (Pearce)  Bogart,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  state,  he  born  in  Washing¬ 
ton  county,  m  1813.  His  wife  was  born  in  Hampton  county  July  26,  1817, 
and  they  were  married  May  15,  1833.  From  this  union  came  eight  children, 
of  whom  Frank  was  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth.  Of  four  sons,  three 
of  them  served  in  the  Civil  war.  Frank  enlisted  in  February,  1865,  in  Com¬ 
pany  K,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  until  the  time  of  his  discharge  in  1865.  He  became 
(74) 
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a  resident  of  McHenry  county,  Illinois.  During  his  youth  there,  on  May  7. 
1862,  he  married  Amelia  Tromblee,  who  was  horn  in  Champlain  county, 
New  York,  September  29,  1843.  the  autumn  of  1866  they  moved  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they  made  their  home  until  they  died.  Mrs. 
Van  Bogart  died  September  1,  1886.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Bogart  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  Mrs.  Curtis  was  the  second  child  in  order 
of  birth. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curtis  have  been  blessed  with  six  children:  Keith  A.,  born 
October  1.  1885,  and  married  to  Birdie  Hayden  in  1904;  they  have  two 
children  and  reside  at  Randalia,  Iowa;  Ella  A.,  horn  December  24,  1887,  wife 
of  Forest  Jones,  and  make  their  home  at  Alpha,  Iowa;  Everett  F.,  born 
October  27,  1889;  Edna  O.,  horn  March  18,  1891;  Hugh  C.,  horn  May  10, 
1893;  Harold  G.,  born  November  19,  1896.  The  last  four  named  live  with 
their  parents. 


R.  H.  BELKNAP. 

A  prominent  and  influential  citizen  of  this  locality  is  R.  H.  Belknap,  the 
present  superintendent  of  schools  of  Fayette  county.  He  was  horn  in  Auburn 
township,  August  8,  1878,  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  family  records  show 
that  Pilgrim  and  Stephen  Belknap,  brothers,  came  from  Scotland  in  an  early 
day  and  settled  in  New  York  state.  Hiram  Belknap,  the  son  of  Stephen 
Belknap  and  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  horn  in  New 
York  state,  September  3,  1808.  He  was  married  to  Sarah  Eastman,  a  native 
of  New  York,  in  the  year  1836.  To  these  were  born  five  sons  and  two  daugh¬ 
ters :  Charles  Hiram,  horn  August  25,  1837,  is  now  a  resident  of  Rapid  City, 
South  Dakota;  Sarah  Janette,  born  February  22,  1839,  is  now  living  at 
Petaluma,  California;  George  William,  born  in  1841,  is  now  a  resident  of 
Madison,  South  Dakota;  Stephen  Edgar,  born  March  25,  1848,  is  now  a  resi¬ 
dent  of  Waterville,  Minnesota;  Riley  Rosell,  horn  December  12,  1849,  ’s  now 
living  in  Dexter,  Kansas;  Edward  Eastman,  born  May  18,  1851,  lives  in  Fay¬ 
ette,  Iowa;  Edith  Esuba,  born  January  23,  1854,  is  now  living  in  Oldham, 
South  Dakota.  These  children  were  all  born  in  New  York  state.  The  three 
eldest  brothers  served  in  the  United  States  army  during  the  Civil  war. 

In  1856  the  Hiram  Belknap  family  moved  from  New  York  to  Wisconsin, 
which  was  a  great  undertaking  in  those  days.  From  there  they  moved  in 
1863  to  Auburn,  Fayette  county.  Iowa.  At  this  time,  Auburn  was  one  of  the 
largest  towns  of  Fayette  county  and  Hiram  plied  his  trade,  that  of  a  shoe¬ 
maker,  with  great  success. 
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A  peculiar  feature  of  this  family  was  that  both  parents  were  cripples, 
Hiram  having  lost  a  leg  in  early  life,  and  Sarah  having  suffered  a  paralytic 
stroke  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  from  which  she  never  fully  recovered. 
Hiram  died  in  December,  1873,  as  the  result  of  a  fall  on  the  ice,  while  re¬ 
turning  from  the  village  store.  After  the  death  of  Hiram,  Sarah  lived  with 
her  children  the  rest  of  her  days.  She  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter 
Echth,  at  Madison,  South  Dakota,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four  years 

The  ancestiy  on  the  mothers  side  extends  back  into  colonial  days  and  is 
given  briefly  as  follows  : 


Joseph  Clark,  the  grandson  of  a  ship  carpenter,  was  born  in  Haverhill, 
Massachusetts,  May  19,  1719.  Joseph  Clark,  the  second,  married  a  Miss 
Taylor,  and  to  them  were  born  three  children.  Joseph  Clark,  the  third,  mar¬ 
ried  a  Miss  Lane,  January  15,  1777,  and  settled  in  New  Hampshire.  He  died 
June  25,  1810,  and  his  widow  died  January  11,  1825;  one  child  was  born  to 
them.  James  Clark,  born  February  15,  1784,  married  Polly  Hinton,  of 
Andovei ,  Lew  Hampshire,  on  October  2,  1808.  She  Was  born  April  5,  1782, 
and  died  November  8,  1857 ;  he  died  June  15,  1861.  There  were  nine  children 
born  to  James  and  Polly  Clare,  viz:  Samuel  Adams,  Joseph,  Charles,  Dear¬ 
born,  Martha,  Mary,  Kendall,  Charlotte,  Louisa. 

Kendall  Peabody  Clark,  the  seventh  child  of  James  and  Polly  Clark,  was 
bom  in  Franklin,  New  Hampshire,  December  6,  1820.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three  he  settled,  in  Portland,  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  On  the  7th  of  May, 
1848,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Betsey  L.  Wicker,  who  was  born  in  Muck- 
wonego,  Wisconsin,  July  6,  1828.  One  child  was  born  March  4,  1850,  who 
v  as  named  Betsey  L.  Clark.  On  the  19th  of  March  of  the  same  year  the 
mother  died,  leaving  the  child  to  the  care  of  the  father.  The  child  prospered, 
and  m  the  cotuse  of  time  was  married  to  Edward  Belknap,  and  became  the 
mothei  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  d  his  will  be  related  later.  April  18, 
^852,  Kendall  was  again  married,  this  time  to  Melissa  L.  Larrabee,  who  was 
bom  in  Bennington,  New  d  ork,  June  30,  1832.  As  a  result  of  this  marriage, 
eight  children  were  born,  namely:  James  K.,  born  June  20,  1853;  Mary,  born 
January  19,  1855,  died  March  29,  1856;  Melissa  L„  born  April  12,  1857; 
Fanny  F.,  born  April  9,  1859;  Jennie  L.,  born  April  26,  1861,  and  died  Aug¬ 
ust  2,  1883;  Hattie,  born  February  8,  1864,  and  died  July  31,  1885;  Charles 
Cyrus,  born  May  16,  1866;  Nellie  E.,  born  June  23,  1872,  and  died  July  23, 
1892.  The  mother  of  this  family  died  October  22,  1884.  Kendall  Peabody 
Clark  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  in  Dodge  county,  Wisconsin.  He,  with  his 
bi  other,  Dearborn,  and  a  Mr.  Hayes,  built  the  first  log  house,  dug  the  first 
well,  and  broke  the  first  land  in  Portland  township.  The  following  is  from 
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his  obituary:  “Mr.  Clark  was  a  practical  surveyor,  and  for  the  past  twenty 
years  has  been  successively  elected  county  surveyor  of  Dodge  county.  In  the 
exercise  of  the  duties  of  his  position  he  proved  himself  reliable  and  accurate. 
In  public  as  well  as  in  private  affairs  the  deceased  has  always  borne  an  hon¬ 
orable  part.  He  has  ever  enjoyed  the  implicit  confidence  of  his  fellow  citi¬ 
zens,  and  his  conduct  upon  all  occasions  was  never  such  as  to  arouse  suspicion 
or  create  distrust.  He  represented  Dodge  county  in  the  Legislature,  our  vil¬ 
lage  on  the  county  board  of  supervisors,  and  has  served  on  the  village  board 
and  on  the  school  board.  In  these  several  positions,  strict  regard  for  the 
interests  confided  to  his  care  characterized  his  actions.  His  sudden  loss  is  re¬ 
gretted  by  bis  large  circle  of  friends,  who  speak  of  him  in  terms  of  praise — 
the  highest  tribute  at  their  command.  The  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he 
has  long  been  a  member,  had  charge  of  the  interment  of  his  body.  The  serv¬ 
ices  were  held  at  his  residence  on  Friday  forenoon.  His  remains  were  then 
accompanied  by  a  large  procession  to  the  family  cemetery  near  the  village  of 
Portland.  His  death  occurred  on  the  19th  of  March,  1890.” 

Betsey  L.  Clark,  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  came  to  the 
town  of  Auburn,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  March,  1873, to  visit  with  her  uncle, 
Ruel  Parker.  While  with  him  she  taught  school  in  the  village  of  Auburn, 
and  it  was  during  this  time  that  she  became  acquainted  with  Edward  E.  Bel¬ 
knap.  This  acquaintance  ripened  into  love  and  finally  culminated  in  their 
marriage. 

Edward  Belknap  was  united  in  marriage  to  Betsey  L.  Clark,  December 
12,  1875.  They  first  set  up  housekeeping  in  a  log  house  on  the  south  bank 
of  the  Turkey  river,  in  Auburn  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Edward 
has  always  been  a  hardworking  man,  being  a  farmer,  thresher,  wood-dealer, 
store-keeper,  stock-dealer,  always  ready  to  buy  when  he  could  see  a  chance  to 
make  a  dollar.  He  has  ever  been  a  man  of  his  word,  generous  to  his  com¬ 
petitor,  but  never  seeking  quarter  for  himself.  Betsey,  his  wife,  is  one  of 
those  quiet,  unassuming  gentlewomen.  She  has  ever  been  a  Christian  lady 
and  loving  mother.  To  these,  the  father  and  mother  of  the  subject,  were  born 
five  sons,  namely:  Clark  Hiram,  born  September  17,  1876,  married  Gene¬ 
vieve  Strayer,  September  5,  1898;  she  was  born  August  1,  1875.  They  have 
two  sons,  Jamison,  aged  eleven,  and  Hugh,  aged  nine.  Clark  is  now  practic¬ 
ing  law  in  the  town  of  McIntosh,  South  Dakota.  The  next  child,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  August  8,  1878.  These  two  children  were  born  in 
tbe  log  house  mentioned  above.  In  tbe  winter  of  1878-79  the  family  moved 
into  a  stone  house  which  had  been  built  on  a  small  knoll  back  of  the  log 
house.  Arthur  Aldrich  was  born  March  16,  1883,  and  married  Sadie  Finch, 
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August  3i,  1907.  She  was  born  January  29,  1883.  Arthur  is  now  superin¬ 
tendent  of  schools  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa.  Allen  Edward,  who  was  born 
September  15,  1884,  is  now  in  Canada.  Ruel  Kendall,  born  June  23  1889 
is  now  attending  school  at  Upper  Iowa  University.  The  parents  of  this  fam- 

1  y  are  now  residing  111  Fayette,  Iowa,  where  they  moved  for  the  purpose  of 
educating  their  children. 

R.  H.  Belknap,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  Fayette  public  schools 
and  in  Upper  Iowa  University;  he  also  holds  a  diploma  from  the  American 
School  of  Correspondence  111  the  course  of  municipal  engineering.  Upon 
reaching  maturity  he  married  Edith  Laura  McGoon,  May  26,  1902.  "  She  is  a 

lady  of  culture  and  education  and  is  the  daughter  of  R.  F.  McGoon  and 
wife. 


Joseph  McGoon  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  from  which  state  he  re¬ 
moved  111  an  early  day  to  New  York  state.  Richard  McGoon,  his  son,  was 
born  January  17,  1826,  in  Cayuga  county,  New  York.  On  November  4, 
184/,  at  Mt.  Pleasant,  Wisconsin,  he  led  to  the  marriage  altar  Maria  Wood. 
To  these  twelve  children  were  born,  of  whom  R.  F.  McGoon,  the  father-in- 
lav  of  the  subject,  was  the  third.  He  was  born  January  13,  1852.  The 
other  children  who  are  now  living  are :  Andrew,  now  living  in  Kilbourn  City, 
Wisconsin ;  Sadie  is  a  resident  of  St.  Paul ;  Martha  and  Ella  live  in  Monticello,’ 
Wisconsin;  Addie  lives  in  Belleville,  Wisconsin  ;  Albert  is  a  resident  of  Hawk- 
eye,  Iowa ;  Arthur  lives  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  Ernest  in  Utah  Maroa 
Emma  and  Etta  are  deceased.  Richard  P.  McGoon’s  grandfather  participated 
m  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  he  himself  was  a  member  of  Company  I, 
Forty-third  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  in  the  Civil  war.  He  died  at  Monticello, 
V  isconsin,  in  the  winter  of  1903. 


Josiah  Pierce  was  a  native  of  New  England.  He  was  born  May  21 
1786,  and  died  December  25,  1845.  Albert  Henry  Pierce,  son  of  Josiah 
Pierce,  was  born  April  28,  1820.  He  married  Elizabeth  Becker,  who  was 
born  August  10,  1834,  in  the  town  of  Clayton,  New  York.  The  marriage 


was  solemnized  November 


28,  1852 


at  Washington,  Wisconsin.  Four 


children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  three  are  now  living:  Irwin  and  Flor¬ 
ence,  at  Monticello,  Wisconsin,  and  Burton,  at  Broadhead,  Wisconsin  Ruth 
who  afterward  became  Mrs.  R.  F.  McGoon,  was  born  September  12,  1853. 
and  died  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  December  19.  1901.  Albert  Pierce  was  a  promi- 
inent  citizen  of  his  community,  being  twice  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Wis¬ 


consin. 


R.  F.  McGoon  was  married  to  Ruth  Pierce,  February  12,  1873,  and,  with 
his  wife,  drove  from  Monticello,  Wisconsin,  to  Alpha,  Iowa,  in  the  spring  of 
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1873,  all  they  owned  of  this  world’s  goods  being  in  the  one  lumber  wagon. 
They  located  on  section  17,  Bethel  township,  where  they  resided  eleven  years. 
From  here  they  moved  to  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in  the  stock 
business.  While  there  he  did  an  enormous  business  for  that  time.  After 
living  here  eighteen  years,  he  moved  to  Clear  Lake,  Iowa.  This  was  in  the 
fall  of  1902,  a  year  after  the  death  of  his  wife.  He  resided  at  Clear  Lake 
only  three  years,  when  he  moved  to  St.  Paul,  where  he  is  now  living.  He 
is  engaged  in  the  stock  business,  being  tbe  sheep  salesman  for  the  commission 
firm  of  Corson,  Wood  &  Weiler  a  part  of  the  year,  and  carries  on  an  extensive 
stock  business  in  the  Dakotas  the  rest  of  the  time.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McGoon 
while  on  their  farm  in  Bethel  township  were  born  three  children:  Albert  R., 
March  7,  1874;  Edith,  March  21,  1879,  and  Alta,  January  21,  1883.  Albert 
was  married  to  Mima  Scouller,  of  Davenport,  Iowa,  June  15,  1894.  She  was 
born  in  Scotland  and  moved  to  Iowa,  when  a  child.  Five  children  were  born 
to  them  :  Richard,  born  June  13,  1895  i  Lynn,  born  January  25,  1897;  Caryl, 
born  May  10,  1898;  Aileen,  born  March  27,  1900,  and  Douglas,  born  Febru¬ 
ary  28,  1903.  Albert  and  family  are  now  living  at  Iowa  Falls,  Iowa.  He  is 
engaged  with  the  Appleton  Manufacturing  Company  as  traveling  salesman. 
Alta  married  Gus  Ziehlke,  March  21,  1907,  at  Galveston,  Texas.  They  are 
now  living  in  Omaha,  Nebraska,  where  Mr.  Ziehlke  is  engaged  in  the  signal 
service  department  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway.  Edith  attended  school  at 
Hawkeye  and  was  graduated  from  the  high  school  in  1897,  being  a  member  of 
the  first  graduating  class  of  that  school.  She  attended  school  at  Upper  Iowa 
University  during  the  year  of  1898-9.  At  this  time  her  mother  was  seized 
with  a  serious  illness  and  it  became  necessary  for  her  to  remain  at  home.  She 
was  with  her  mother  constantly  until  her  death,  which  occurred,  as  before  re¬ 
lated,  on  December  19,  1901. 

The  home  of  Professor  Belknap  and  wife  has  been  graced  with  two 
daughters,  Betsey  Beatrice,  born  March  10,  1903,  and  Ruth  Imogene,  born 
July  21,  1904,  the  former  at  Hawkeye,  and  the  latter  at  Fayette. 

Superintendent  Belknap  began  his  professional  career  in  this  county, 
teaching  his  first  school  in  Auburn  township,  later  becoming  principal  of  the 
high  schools  at  Westgate,  Chelsea  and  Hawkeye,  where  he  made  very  com¬ 
mendable  records,  being  regarded  as  both  an  instructor  and  entertainer  in  the 
school  room,  a  good  organizer  and  was  always  popular  with  both  pupil  and  pa¬ 
tron,  his  services  being  in  great  demand.  He  held  a  high  rank  among  the  lead¬ 
ing  educators  of  this  part  of  the  state  from  the  first  years  of  his  career.  He  was 
appointed  county  surveyor  April  7,  1902,  and  elected  at  the  next  general  elec¬ 
tion.  He  filled  this  important  trust  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned, 
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ever  alert  to  his  duties  and  untiring  in  the  discharge  of  the  same.  He  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  county,  October  1, 
1905,  and  elected  at  the  succeeding  election,  and  so  faithfully  and  well  did  he 
perform  his  official  labors  in  this  capacity  that  he  has  been  twice  re-elected  and 
is  now  serving  in  this  position.  He  has  given  the  cause  of  education  a  great 
impetus  and  Fayette  county  has  one  of  the  best  school  systems  under  his 
efficient  management  of  any  county  in  the  great  Hawkeye  commonwealth, 
and  the  reputation  of  Superintendent  Belknap  far  transcends  the  limits  of  this 
county.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  questions  and  issues  of  the  day, 
and  is  familiar  with  the  world  s  best  literature,  having  been  at  all  times  a 
diligent  and  profound  student,  a  fearless  investigator  for  the  truth  and  carry¬ 
ing  his  researches  into  all  realms  of  learning,  modern  and  ancient  lore,  so  that 
he  is  well  informed  and  symmetrically  developed  mentally,  thus  being  well 
qualified  for  almost  any  gift  at  the  hands  of  the  people  whom  he  ever  seeks 
to  conscientiously  serve. 

The  Pi  ofessor  takes  an  abiding  interest  m  fraternal  matters,  being  a 
member  of  AA  est  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons; 
Ansel  Humphrey  Chapter  No.  80,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and  the  H.  A.  L.  Club  at  AA  est  Union,  and  he  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  AA  est  Lnion  Chapter  No.  no,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  of 
which  he  is  worthy  patron,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Tourist  Club  of 
West  Union,  Iowa. 


EVERETT  MADISON  PHILLIPS. 

The  following  is  a  brief  sketch  of  one  who,  by  close  attention  to  business, 
has  achieved  marked  success  in  business  affairs  and  risen  to  an  honorable  posi¬ 
tion  among  the  enterprising  men  of  the  city  with  which  his  interests  are  identi¬ 
fied.  It  is  a  plain  record,  rendered  remarkable  by  no  strange  or  mysterious 
adventure,  no  wonderful  or  lucky  accident  and  no  tragic  situation.  Everett 
Madison  Phillips,  the  well  known  druggist  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county, 
is  one  of  those  estimable  characters  whose  integrity  and  strong  personality 
foice  them  into  an  admirable  notoriety  which  their  modesty  never  seeks. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  born  in  this  city  which  has  always  been  his  place  of 
residence,  on  September  14,  1867,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Everett  Noah  and 
Emma  (Cox)  Phillips,  the  former  born  at  Laporte,  Indiana,  and  the  latter  at 
Huntingdonshire,  England.  The  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  war,  ha  vine 
come  to  America  when  young  and  proved  true  to  his  adopted  country.  He 
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made  a  good  soldier  and  was  first  sergeant  of  Captain  Stafford’s  Company 
H,  Eighteenth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  The  date  of  his  enlistment  was 
July  7,  1862,  and  he  served  very  faithfully  for  a  period  of  three  years,  being 
honorably  discharged  from  the  service  of  the  United  States  on  May  13,  1863, 
at  Springfield,  Missouri,  by  reason  of  a  gunshot  wound  in  the  right  leg,  re¬ 
ceived  at  the  battle  of  Springfield,  January  8,  1863,  which  finally  resulted  in 
his  death  on  July  8,  1879,  at  Boulder,  Colorado.  He  was  postmaster  of  West 
Union  at  the'  time  of  his  death,  and  was  a  well  known,  highly  respected  and 
honest  man.  His  widow  still  lives  in  this  city.  Two  of  their  sons  are 
practicing  physicians  in  distant  states. 

Everett  M.  Phillips,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  West  Union  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  Deciding  upon  a  career  as  pharmacist  as  a  life  work,  he  was 
graduated  in  pharmacy  in  the  Northwestern  University  at  Chicago,  Illinois, 
where  he  made  an  excellent  record.  He  owned  and  operated  successfully  a 
drug  store  in  West  Union  for  several  years.  He  was  captain  of  Company  G, 
Fourth  Regiment  Iowa  National  Guards,  for  one  term  and  he  is  now  agent 
of  the  United  States  Express  Company  at  this  place  and  district  agent  of  the 
Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Company  for  northeast  Iowa.  He  has 
built  up  a  very  satisfactory  business  and  has  become  well  known  in  these  lines 
of  endeavor. 

Fraternally,  Everett  M.  Phillips  belongs  to  tbe  Ancient  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons,  and  Mrs.  Phillips  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Wednesday  Art 
Club.  Politically,  Mr.  Phillips  is  a  Republican. 

Mr.  Phillips  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Hines  Lacy,  on  August 
31,  1897.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Milo  and  Jennie  Elizabeth  (Hines)  Lacey, 
an  excellent  family  of  West  Union,  Iowa. 


E.  C.  BELT. 

Clearly  defined  purpose  and  consecutive  effort  in  the  affairs  of  life  will 
inevitably  result  in  the  attainment  of  a  due  measure  of  success,  but  in  follow¬ 
ing  out  the  career  of  one  who  has  achieved  success  by  his  own  efforts  there 
comes  into  view  the  intrinsic  individuality  which  made  such  accomplish¬ 
ment  possible,  while  there  is  at  the  same  time  enkindled  a  feeling  of  respect 
and  admiration.  The  qualities  which  have  made  Mr.  Belt  one  of  the  promi¬ 
nent  and  successful  men  of  Oelwein  have  also  brought  him  the  esteem  of  his 
fellow  townsmen,  for  his  career  has  been  one  of  well  directed  energy,  strong 
determination  and  honorable  methods. 
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E.  C.  Belt  w  as  bom  in  Kosciusko  county,  Indiana,  on  May  3,  1840,  and  is 
a  son  of  Aquilla  and  Henrietta  Elizabeth  (Lewis)  Belt,  the  father  having  been 
born  in  Licking  county,  Ohio,  February  21,  1808.  In  the  agnatic  line  the 
Belt  family  is  traced  to  English  sources,  where  several  members  of  the  family 
sat  111  the  House  of  Loids.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  American  Revolution 
two  brothers  of  this  family  came  to  the  United  States,  and  from  one  of  these 
brothers  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  directly  descended.  In  the  fall  of  1850 
Aquilla  Belt  brought  his  family  from  the  Hoosier  state  to  Iowa,  stopping  in 
Lima  county  near  Mt.  Vernon  where  he  rented  a  farm  for  two  years  and 
in  the  meantime  was  looking  for  a  permanent  home,  finally  locating  at  what 
was  then  called  Greeley’s  Grove,  in  the  extreme  northern  part  of  Buchanan 
county — in  fact,  the  north  line  of  their  farm  was  the  north  line  of  the  county, 
bordering  on  Fayette.  There  the  father  took  up  a  tract  of  land  from  the 
government,  and  also  bought  some  timber  land.  At  that  time  there  were  but 
seven  families  in  that  part  of  the  county,  and  Aquilla  Belt  was  the  only 
Methodist  within  twenty  miles.  He  succeeded  in  getting-  a  Methodist  minister 
to  come  to  Greeley’s  Grove,  the  result  being  that  a  class  was  organized,  of 
which  Mr.  Belt  was  elected  the  first  class-leader,  a  position  which  he  re¬ 
tained  for  many  years.  To  Aquilla  and  Henrietta  Belt  were  bom  six  chil- 
chen,  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  The  eldest  son,  Carleton,  became  a 
Methodist  minister,  and  after  years  of  effective  and  successful  service  in  his 
church,  he  is  now  retired  and  living  at  Whittier,  California.  The  younger  son, 
George  W.,  is  living  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa.  Catherine  became  the  wife  of 
Marion  Richmond,  a  Methodist  preacher  now  located  in  Jasper  county,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Matilda  is  the  wife  of  Samuel  Nicholson,  a  farmer  in  Iowa  county, 
Iowa.  Eliza  is  the  wife  of  Leonard  Brooks,  a  traveling  salesman,  their  home 
being  in  Waterloo,  Iowa. 

E.  C.  Belt  was  reared  on  the  paternal  homestead  and  received  his  early 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  later  attending  school 
at  Fayette,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  some  time  in  the  district  schools. 
He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a  farmer  and  agriculture  has  always  had  a 
strong-  fascination  for  him.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  splendid  farms  near 
Oelwein,  one  of  two  hundred  and  the  other  of  one  hundred  and  nineteen 
acres.  In  addition  to  the  cultivation  of  this  land,  in  which  he  has  been  uni¬ 
formly  successful,  he  has  also  given  considerable  attention  to  the  handling-  of 
live-stock,  raising,  buying  and  shipping  large  numbers  of  cattle,  in  which  line 
also  he  has  prospered.  In  1891  Mr.  Belt  moved  to  Oelwein  and  engaged  in 
handling  real  estate,  at  the  same  time  retaining  the  personal  management  of 
his  farms.  He  has  not,  however,  permitted  husbandry  to  absorb  his  entire 
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attention  and  is  interested  in  several  other  enterprises  which  have  had  a  vital 
bearing  and  influence  on  the  prosperity  of  the  community.  When  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Oelwein  was  organized  he  became  a  stockholder  and  \vas 
chosen  vice-president  of  the  institution,  retaining  that  position  up  to  January 
4,  1908.  when  he  severed  his  connection  with  that  bank  and  was  instrumental 
in  organizing  the  Iowa  Savings  Bank,  of  which  he  became  president,  in  which 
position  he  is  now  serving.  His  forceful  character  and  strong  business  quali¬ 
ties  eminently  fit  him  for  a  position  of  this  nature  and  much  of  the  remarka¬ 
ble  success  which  has  attended  the  bank  thus  far  has  been  due  to  his  inde¬ 
fatigable  efforts  and  his  personal  influence.  The  present  official  directors 
of  the  Iowa  State  Savings-  Bank  are  as  follows :  E.  C.  Belt,  president ;  W.  E. 
Robinson,  vice-president;  J.  W.  Kint,  cashier;  W.  G.  Walrath,  assistant 
cashier;  directors,  C.  R.  Brown,  S.  J.  Fox,  R.  J.  Young,  G.  A.  Starr,  J.  J. 
Galvin,  Robert  Conner,  George  Schneider,  W.  E.  Robinson,  W.  G.  Walrath, 
E.  C.  Belt.  The  bank  has  enjoyed  remarkable  growth  from  the  beginning,  as 
the  following  statement  of  deposits  shows:  January  8,  1908  (date  of  open¬ 
ing),  $2,207.76;  January  4,  1909,  $110,241.24;  January  4,  1910,  $195,710.28; 
April  4,  1910  (date  of  examining  committee  meeting),  $302,246.77.  The 
capital  stock  of  the  bank  is  thirty  thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  considered  now 
one  of  the  strong  and  influential  financial  institutions  of  the  county,  its  rapid 
growth  being  conclusive  evidence  that  it  enjoys  the  confidence  of  the  people. 
The  sound,  conservative  banking  methods  adhered  to  by  this  bank  have  won, 
and  the  courteous  treatment  and  the  principle  of  reciprocity  practiced  by  its 
officers  is  one  of  its  valuable  assets.  The  bank  transacts  a  regular  commercial 
business,  though  a  specialty  is  made  of  the  savings  feature,  which  has  already 
proven  a  popular  department.  To  insure  to  the  depositors  absolute  safety 
the  bank  officials  purchased  one  of  the  very  best  burglar-proof  manganese 
steel  screw-door  safes  money  could  buy.  This  make  of  safe  has  many  times 
defied  the  attacks  of  burglars — in  fact,  it  is  not  known  that  one  of  these  safes 
was  ever  opened  by  force.  Another  important  and  popular  feature  is  the 
ladies'  department,  a  feature  which  is  not  found  in  many  banks  in  cities  sev¬ 
eral  times  the  size  of  Oelwein.  A  room  was  specially  planned  and  furnished 
for  the  comfort  and  accommodation  of  lady  patrons  of  the  bank  or  others 
who  may  desire  a  resting  place  when  in  the  city. 

Mr.  Belt  also  has  other  extensive  interests,  including  a  store  on  North 
Charles  street,  also  one  on  Frederick  street,  one-sixth  interest  in  the  Glass 
block,  and  one-fourth  interest  in  the  Temple  block.  He  has  a  modern,  com¬ 
modious,  attractive  and  cozy  residence  on  Charles  street,  the  first,  in  fact, 
to  be  built  on  that  street. 
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Mr.  Belt  married  Juliet  Lilly,  a  daughter  of  C.  W.  Lilly,  a  prominent 
farmer  living  at  Independence,  Iowa,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four  chil¬ 
dren,  two  of  whom  are  living,  namely :  Cora,  who  married  Charles  Ozias, 
of  Carthage,  Missouri,  and  they  have  two  children,  Donna  and  Myrtle;  Bert 
Lee  married  Bertha  Bell,  the  daughter  of  A.  Bell,  and  lives  at  Oelwein. 

Politically,  Mr.  Belt  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  takes  an  intelligent  inter¬ 
est  in  the  trend  of  public  events,  though  he  has  steadfastly  refused  to  accept 
nomination  for  public  office.  Religiously,  Mr.  Belt  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  he  was  chairman  of  the  build¬ 
ing  committee  which  had  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  beautiful  church 
which  that  denomination  now  owns  in  Oelwein.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  and  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  to  which  Mrs.  Belt  also  belongs. 

Mr.  Belt's  life  work  has  been  crowned  with  a  large  measure  of  success, 
but  .his  prosperity  has  come  to  him  as  a  result  of  energy,  perseverance  and 
hard  work,  his  career  thus  illustrating  most  forcibly  the  power  of  patient  and 
persistent  effort  and  self-reliance.  Mr.  Belt  is  of  an  optimistic  temperament 
and  genial  disposition,  and  makes  friends  easily,  being  one  of  the  most  popu¬ 
lar  and  highly  esteemed  men  in  this  section  of  the  county. 


CLEMENT  T.  SMITH. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  the  biographer  writes  in  the  following  lines 
enjoys  the  distinction  of  being  one  of  the  most  successful  breeders  and  raisers 
of  fine  live  stock  in  Fayette  county,  and  as  such  he  has  been  the  means  of 
inducing  the  farmers  of  his  part  of  the  county  to  improve  their  breeds  of 
domestic  animals,  thus  adding  very  materially  to  the  wealth  of  the  community 
by  arousing  an  interest  in  this  important  branch  of  agriculture.  Clement  T. 
Smith  comes  of  an  old  German  family  and  combines  in  his  make-up  many 
of  the  sterling  qualities  and  sturdy  characteristics  for  which  his  ancestors 
were  noted.  His  father,  John  Smith,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Rhennish 
province,  Germany,  in  1831,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1854  and  located  in 
Wisconsin  where  his  brother  Jacob,  who  preceded  him  to  this  country  the 
previous  year,  was  then  living.  For  several  years  after  his  arrival,  he  sup¬ 
ported  himself  as  a  farm  laborer,  but  in  1857  he  married  and  made  prepara¬ 
tions  to  begin  life  upon  his  own  responsibility,  choosing  for  his  wife  Margu- 
retha  Schatz,  a  native  of  the  same  part  of  Germany  in  which  he  was  born 
and  who  came  to  the  United  States  about  the  time  of  his  arrival. 
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Immediately  after  their  wedding,  John  Smith  and  Wife,  together  with  his 
brother  Jacob  and  family,  started  with  an  ox  team  to  Minnesota,  but  after 
the  Mississippi  liver  was  crossed,  on  meeting  a  number  of  emigrants,  who 
ga\e  quite  an  unfavorable  account  of  the  severe  winters  of  that  state,  they 
concluded  to  lemain  in  Iowa.  Turning  southward,  they  retraced  their  foot¬ 
steps  and  in  due  time  arrived  in  what  is  now  Auburn  township,  Fayette 
county,  where  they  decided  to  locate;  accordingly  they  purchased  land  which 
cost  them  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  per  acre  and  at  once  proceeded  to  improve 
their  possessions. 

John  Smiths  hist  dwelling  was  a  small  log  cabin  of  a  very  primitive 
pattern,  on  which  he  expended  several  days’  labor,  chinking  the  cracks  with 
mud  or  clay,  putting  in  windows  about  half  the  size  of  those  now  in  use  and 
for  the  first  year  the  earth  answered  the  purposes  of  a  floor.  In  this  modest 
edifice  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  commenced  housekeeping,  their  furniture  and  few 
household  utensils  being  in  harmony  with  the  building,  but,  blessed  with  sound 
health  and  animated  by  hope,  they  spent  many  pleasant  years  within  the 
humble  walls  and  by  industry  and  good  management  soon  improved  their  con¬ 
dition  and  found  themselves  on  the  high  road  to  success  and  fortune.  The 
nearest  trading  point  at  that  time  was  the  town  of  McGregor,  more  than  sixty 
miles  distant,  and  thither  Mr.  Smith  would  go  to  market  his  grain,  pork,  etc., 
selling  diessed  hogs  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  hundredweight  and 
other  products  at  proportionate  prices.  Several  years  elapsed  before  prices 
advanced,  but  in  due  time  there  was  a  gradual  increase,  after  which  a  better 
era  dawned  and  the  condition  of  the  farmer  was  greatly  improved.  By 
energetic  and  well  directed  labor  Mr.  Smith  was  enabled  to  add  to  his  land 
fiom  time  to  time  and,  being  an  excellent  judge,  he  never  failed  to  make 
judicious  selections.  He  remained  on  his  original  farm  until  it  was  increased 
to  tin  ee  hundred  acres,  in  addition  to  which  he  purchased  two  hundred  acres 
in  Y\  ashington  township,  Winneshiek  county,  later  becoming  one  of  the  larg¬ 
est  owners  of  real  estate  in  the  county,  his  holdings  at  the  time  of  his  death 
amounting  to  eleven  hundred  acres,  which  he  improved.  The  old  Auburn 
township  place  is  now  owned  by  his  son  Philip  and  daughter  Zita,  the  residue 
of  his  real  estate  being  in  possession  of  other  members  of  the  family,  all  in¬ 
dustrious,  economical  and  eager  to  add  to  what  has  come  to  them  by  in¬ 
heritance. 

Mr.  Smith  and  family  were  among  the  first  members  of  the  Catholic 
church  to  locate  in  Auburn  township,  a  mission  having  been  started  there  in 
an  early  day  by  Father  Wennegar,  a  Jesuit  priest  who  visited  the  settlers 
from  time  to  time  and  ministered  to  their  spiritual  wants.  Later  in  the 
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spring  of  1857  another  priest  visited  the  neighborhood  and  celebrated  mass 
m  the  homes  of  the  pioneers,  the  interest  manifested  in  the  work  by  all  con¬ 
cerned  finally  leading  to  the  organization  at  Festina,  W  inneshiek  county, 
which  is  now  the  center  of  a  flourishing  parish  and  a  comfortable  home  of 
worship. 

To  Mr.  Smith  belongs  the  credit  of  introducing  a  superior  grade  of  live¬ 
stock  among  his  neighbors  and  to  this  branch  of  farming  he  attributed  the 
greater  part  of  his  success.  By  raising  the  finer  breeds  of  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs,  which  he  sold  at  liberal  prices,  he  was  soon  on  the  road  to  prosperity 
and  his  advancement  from  that  time  on  Was  rapid  and  substantial.  In  his 
prime  he  took  pleasure  in  breaking  horses  and  steers  and  it  is  said  that  from 
time  to  time  he  owned  all  the  vicious  and  refractory  animals  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  bought  these  for  mere  trifles,  the  owners  being  anxious  to  get  rid 
of  such  stock,  but  after  breaking  and  rendering  them  docile  he  would  sell  them 
at  greatly  enhanced  prices,  in  this  way  adding  very  materially  to  his  fortune. 
In  breaking  and  training  his  animals  he  was  as  fearless  as  he  was  skillful, 
notwithstanding  which  he  occasionally  passed  through  experiences  that  were 
not  always  free  from  danger.  On  one  occasion  he  was  attacked  by  a  crazed 
steer  which  broke  his  leg,  and  but  for  his  bull  dog  which  seized  the  animal 
by  the  throat  just  as  it  was  on  the  point  of  goring  him,  he  would  have  been 
killed.  Another  time,  while  riding  a  colt  through  a  stream  of  water,  the 
animal  gave  a  sudden  lurch  which  threw  him  backward,  breaking  the  thigh 
hone,  a  very  painful  injury  which  was  three  months  in  healing  and  which 
caused  him  a  lameness  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  Still  later  he  was 
kicked  in  the  side  by  a  colt,  breaking  three  of  his  ribs  besides  otherwise  injur¬ 
ing  him,  and  from  this  he  also  was  a  long  time  recovering. 

In  his  prime  Mr.  Smith  was  an  expert  woodsman  and  had  fine  mechanic¬ 
al  ability.  He  cut  and  hewed  a  great  deal  of  timber  and  his  services  were 
frequently  in  demand  by  his  neighbors  and  others  in  the  construction  of 
houses,  barns  and  the  making  and  repairing  of  farm  implements,  machinery, 
etc.  In  an  early  day  he  was  active  in  his  advocacy  of  public  education  and 
the  first  school  started  in  what  is  now  district  No.  7,  Auburn  township,  was 
largely  the  results  of  his  efforts,  each  patron  going  security  for  the  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  twenty-five  dollars  required  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  term. 
Politically,  Mr.  Smith  was  pronounced  in  his  support  of  the  Democratic 
party,  though  never  an  office  seeker,  and  he  gave  his  influence  to  all  measures 
and  enterprises  having  for  their  object  the  material,  social  and  moral  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  community.  Mr.  Smith  Was  a  man  of  progressive  ideas,  thor¬ 
oughly  in  touch  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  and  had  great  faith  in  the  future 
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development  and  prosperity  of  his  adopted  state.  He  was  likewise  an  ex¬ 
cellent  neighbor,  ever  ready  to  do  a  favor  or  show  a  kindness  and  as  a  citizen 
none  stood  higher  in  the  esteem  of  the  public.  His  life  was  a  very  active 
one  and  his  success  pronounced  and  his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  8,  1898, 
at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  was  deeply  deplored  throughout  the  commun¬ 
ity  for  the  benefit  of  which  he  had  done  so  much.  Mrs.  Smith  survived  her 
husband  nearly  nine  years,  dying  April  22,  1907,  aged  seventy-one.  The  fam¬ 
ily  of  this  esteemed  couple  consisted  of  twelve  children,  as  follows:  Katie, 
wife  of  C.  Nepper,  of  South  Dakota;  Zita,  "who  married  John  Hinker  and 
lives  on  a  part  of  the  original  homestead;  Philip,  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
who  also  owns  and  operates  a  part  of  the  farm;  Fred  J.,  of  Eden  township; 
Anna,  now  Mrs.  Ben  Gardner,  of  St.  Lucas,  Iowa;  Barbara,  wife  of  C.  C. 
Grimes;  Mary,  deceased:  Frances,  who  lives  at  Ft.  Atkinson,  Iowa;  Peter  J., 
a  farmer  residing  near  St.  Lucas;  John,  who  died  in  childhood;  Clement  T., 
whose  sketch  appears  in  following  paragraphs,  and  Frank  C.,  a  merchant  at 
Ft.  Atkinson,  Iowa.  Philip  is  a  stock-raiser  of  the  Short  Horn  Durham 
breed  and  Peter  J.  of  thoroughbred  Clydesdale  horses. 

Clement  T.  Smith,  the  eleventh  of  the  twelve  children  of  John  and  Mar- 
guretha  Smith  and  one  of  the  leading  livestock  men  of  the  locality  in  which 
he  resides,  was  born  September  9,  1874,  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  the  family  homestead  in  Eden  township.  While  still  quite 
young  he  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  the  farm  and  grew  up  to  strong, 
well-rounded  manhood  without  knowing  what  it  was  to  eat  of  the  bread  of 
idleness.  In  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood  he  obtained  a  fair  knowledge  of 
the  branches  taught,  this,  with  his  subsequent  experience  in  practical  affairs,  en¬ 
abling  him  to  discharge  in  a  very  creditable  manner  the  duties  of  an  active 
and  successful  career.  Mr.  Smith  remained  at  home  until  March  1,  1898, 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  farm  in  Eden  township  which  fell  to  him  and 
later  by  good  management  increased  its  area  from  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  to  one  hundred  and  sixty,  besides  carrying  forward  a  series  of  improve¬ 
ments  which  have  added  greatly  to  the  appearance  and  value  of  the  place.  On 
April  26,  1898.  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Louise  Schmitz,  whose  father, 
Peter  Joseph  Schmitz,  a  native  of  Cologne,  Germany,  came  to  America  when 
quite  young  and  after  spending  several  years  in  Illinois  came  to  Iowa,  where 
she  grew  to  womanhood. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  five  sons,  namely:  Anthony  P.,  Harold  Philip, 
Leon  Fred,  John  Theon  and  Paul  Henry,  all  sturdy  young  Americans  in 
whom  their  parents  have  centered  many  fond  hopes  for  the  future.  The  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church  and  no  efforts  are  being  spared 
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to  rear  the  children  in  the  truths  of  religion  and  sobriety  so  that  they  may 
become  an  honor  to  the  community,  to  the  church  and  the  state. 

!\Ii.  Smith  s  standing  as  an  agriculturist  is  second  to  that  of  none  of  his 
neighbors,  but  his  principal  business  is  the  breeding  of  fine  livestock,  in  which 
he  has  been  very  successful  and  gained  much  more  than  local  repute.  As  pro¬ 
prietor  of  Oakland  farm,  where  he  makes  a  specialty  of  high  grade  .thorough¬ 
bred  Poland  China  swine,  he  has  become  widely  known  throughout  his  own 
and  other  counties  of  northeastern  Iowa,  and  his  deals  are  always  on  the 
square.  At  this  time  his  celebrated  Oakland  herd  of  the  above  breed  of  ani¬ 
mals  is  not  excelled  by  any  like  number  of  swine  in  the  county  and  by  judi¬ 
cious  advertising  he  has  succeeded  in  gaining  quite  an  extensive  patronage, 
this  being  among  the  factors  that  have  given  him  prominence  among  the 
leading  men  of  his  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Smith  is  progressive  in  the  matter  of  public  improvements  and  util¬ 
ities  and  lends  his  influence  to  all  worthy  projects  for  the  general  welfare. 
He  was  a  leading  spirit  in  organizing  and  incorporating  the  St.  Lucas  Tele¬ 
phone  Company,  a  very  successful  enterprise  with  which  he  is  still  identified, 
and  his  name  also  appears  in  connection  with  other  means  for  promoting  the 
material  advancement  of  the  country.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  not  a 
politician,  although  interested  in  having  good  men  in  office  and  seeing  the 
laws  strictly  enforced. 


JOHN  F.  MILLER,  JR. 

Prominent  among  the  leading  agricultural  men  and  influential  citizens 
of  Fayette  county  is  John  F.  Miller,  Jr.,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  for, 
while  yet  a  young  man  in  years,  he  has  allied  himself  successfully  with  com¬ 
mercial  as  well  as  agricultural  interests,  and,  furthermore,  has,  in  the  latter 
field,  devoted  himself  to  specialization. 

John  F.  Miller,  Jr.,  was  born  on  February  13,  1872,  on  the  farm  where 
he  now  resides  and  which  he  operates  in  so  admirable  a  manner  and  to  such 
good  purpose,  and  on  this  farm  he  has  spent  all  his  life,  with  the  exception 
of  some  four  years  devoted  to  commercial  pursuits.  The  home  farm,  how¬ 
ever,  although  large  and  productive,  did  not  furnish  sufficient  scope  for  a 
man  of  his  energy  and  ambition,  so,  while  keeping  it  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  he  looked  for  wider  opportunities.  These  he  found  on  what  is 
known  as  the  Crandall  farm,  a  tract  of  three  hundred  acres,  where  he  con¬ 
ducted  farming  on  an  extensive  scale,  keeping  it  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


I  184 

tion.  Here  for  five  years  he  obtained  excellent  results  from  his  up-to-date 
methods  and  careful  attention  given  to  the  work.  In  addition  to  general 
farming,  he  gave  special  thought  and  attention  to  the  breeding  of  Swiss  cat¬ 
tle,  with  most  satisfactory  results,  and  the  raising  and  breeding  of  these  pure 
bred  animals  became  a  large  portion  of  his  work.  In  1902  he  chose  to  enter 
commercial  life,  and  went  into  the  milling  business  in  Clermont,  Iowa.  This 
business  he  conducted  to  his  profit  for  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
lie  decided  to  return  to  farm  life  and  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  general 
farming  and  stockraising.  With  characteristic  energy,  he  chose  a  large  tract 
for  operations  and  now  has  under  cultivation  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
W  hile  giving  careful  supervision  to  general  farming  on  this  land,  he  is  again 
breeding  fine  Swiss  cattle  and  conducts  a  dairy  and  feeding  industry,  and  also 
raises  fine  horses. 

Mr.  Miller  keeps  actively  in  touch  with  the  business  world  and  holds 
an  interest  in  the  electric  lighting  plant.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and, 
although  not  an  office  aspirant,  has  accepted  a  number  of  township  offices. 

On  February  13,  1896,  Mr.  Miller  was  married  to  Katie  Frautschy,  who 
was  born  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  from  which  state  she  came  to  Fayette 
county  with  her  parents.  Six  children  have  blessed  their  union,  Walter, 
Edna,  Karl,  Wilma,  Erwin  and  Clara,  all  of  whom  are  living.  The  family 
are  members  of  the  German  Baptist  church,  to  which  they  are  generous  con¬ 
tributors.  and  of  Which  Mr.  Miller  has  been  a  deacon  for  ten  years.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Miller  are  a  hospitable  and  genial  couple,  and  their  home  is  always 
found  a  pleasant  one  by  those  who  have  the  good  fortune  to  visit  it.  Through  • 
out  the  community  they  are  respected  and  admired. 


CARL  HENRY  BRUEHLER. 

In  taking  a  cursory  glance  through  the  list  of  leading  citizens  of  Windsor 
township,  Fayette  county,  the  biographer  does  not  go  far  until  he  encounters 
the  name  of  Carl  Henry  Bruehler,  who  was  born  November  30,  1855,  in 
Cuyahoga  county,  Ohio,  on  a  small  farm  which  is  now  intersected  by  East 
Euclid  avenue,  Cleveland.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Caroline  Bruehler. 
the  former  a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  the  latter  of  Saxony.  They 
came  to  America  when  young  and  were  married  in  Ohio.  In  18=56  they 
came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  two  sisters  of  Mrs.  Henry  Bruehler  had 
already  located.  They  were  Johannah,  the  wife  of  Herman  Meisgeier  and 
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the  mother  of  Carl  Meisgeier  and  Herman  Meisgeier,  of  near  Arlington;  the 
other  sister,  Henerika,  married  Adam  Becker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Bruehler 
bought  land  northeast  of  Arlington,  near  the  homes  of  these  two  sisters,  about 
three  miles  from  town,  and  there  the  parents  developed  a  good  farm  on  which 
they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  becoming  well  known  in  Fairfield 
township.  Their  farm  was  wild  and  unimproved  when  they  moved  on  it,  but 
in  a  few  years  it  was  yielding  abundant  harvests.  Mr.  Bruehler  died  in  1864, 
at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five  years,  leaving  a  widow  and  six  children,  Carl, 
the  oldest  son,  then  being  nine  years  of  age;  there  were  two  older  sisters. 
The  mother  of  these  children  remained  on  the  farm  and  reared  the  children, 
five  of  whom  are  still  living,  namely :  Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Doctor  Wegman, 
of  Blue  Hill,  Nebraska;  Mary  married  H.  Knapp  and  lives  in  Arlington,  this 
county;  Caroline  is  the  wife  of  George  Downham,  living  in  Hawkeye,  Wind¬ 
sor  township ;  Carl  H.,  of  this  review ;  Louisa  is  the  wife  of  Elmer  Hooper, 
living  in  Fairfield,  Vermont.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to 
her  reward  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years.  She  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  original  member  of  the  St.  Sebald  Lutheran  church. 

Carl  H.  Bruehler  took  the  home  place  to  work  when  he  was  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  and  seven  years  later  he  married,  his  mother  having  kept 
house  for  him  in  the  meantime.  On  December  25,  1884,  he  joined  Mrs.  Anna 
Hennig  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock.  A  full  sketch  of  her  family  appears  else¬ 
where  in  this  volume.  She  had  married  Carl  Hennig  when  nineteen  years 
of  age,  and  by  that  union  three  children  were  born,  namely :  Henry,  who  was 
killed  when  fourteen  years  of  age,  by  a  horse  kicking  him;  Ella  is  the  wife  of 
William  Pieper,  of  Hawkeye;  Christopher,  living  near  Hawkeye.  Three 
children  have  also  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  H.  Bruehler,  namely: 
Catherine,  who  died  when  eleven  years  of  age ;  Gottfried,  who  is  married  and 
living  near  his  father,  and  Lottie,  who  is  living  at  home. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bruehler  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Hawk- 
eye.  When  they  married,  Mrs.  Bruehler  owned  one  hundred  acres  of  good 
land  which  Mr.  Hennig  had  purchased.  Soon  eighty  acres  was  added  to 
this  and  later  one  hundred  and  sixty,  some  of  which  cost  as  high  as  sixty- 
three  dollars  per  acre,  Mr.  Bruehler  having  prospered  from  the  first  and  made 
without  assistance  enough  to  own  his  present  large  and  well  improved  farm. 
He  is  a  good  manager  and  is  very  successful  with  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  devotes  considerable  attention  to  feeding  stock,  especially  cattle, 
and  he  breeds  some  high  grade  stock,  which,  owing  to  their  high  grade  and 
excellent  quality,  always  find  a  ready  market,  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the 
leading  stockmen  of  Windsor  township.  His  attractive  and  commodious 
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dwelling  was  built  about  twelve  years  ago,  and  he  has  good  barns  and  all 
kinds  of  modern  farming  implements.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  of 
the  First  State  Bank  of  Hawkeye. 

Mr.  Bruehler  has  for  some  time  been  influential  in  local  political  matters, 
and  for  two  terms,  or  a  period  of  six  years,  beginning  in  1900,  he  served  in 
a  very  able  and  acceptable  manner  as  county  supervisor.  This  was  during 
the  time  of  the  great  flood,  when  many  fine  bridges  were  carried  away,  but 
he  met  the  situation  in  a  masterly  manner.  He  had  previously  served  as 
township  trustee  for  several  years.  He  has  always  been  loyal  to  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  he  is  at  this  writing  chairman  of  the  local  delegation.  He 
is  known  throughout  the  county  as  an  honest,  industrious  and  public-spirited 
citizen  whom  everyone  trusts  and  respects.  Mr.  Bruehler  is  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  First  State  Bank  of  Hawkeye. 


WILLIAM  M.  HORN,  SR. 

The  family  of  William  M.  Horn,  Sr.,  a  substantial  citizen  of  Maynard, 
Fayette  county,  prominent  farmer  and  honored  ex-soldier,  were  influential 
Kentuckians,  but  the  subject  was  born  at  De  Kalb,  Buchanan  county,  Mis¬ 
souri,  January  30,  1844.  He  is  the  son  of  John  O.  Horn,  who  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  but  spent  the  latter  years  of  his  life  in  Missouri.  He  was  of 
Irish  descent  and  married  Malissa  Jane  Bragg,  a  native  of  Kentucky.  They 
went  to  Missouri  in  an  early  day,  in  1847  went  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa, 
and  in  1850  to  California,  making  the  long,  tedious  journey  overland  with 
an  ox  team.  Mr.  Horn  died  in  California  of  the  fever,  shortly  after  he  went 
there,  leaving  a  widow,  who  married  again  and  who  died  in  1858.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  O.  Horn :  Samuel,  who  served  three 
years  in  the  Twelfth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry  during  the  Civil  war,  and  is 
now  living  at  Plattsville,  Wisconsin;  William  M.,  of  this  review,  was  the 
youngest  child.  The  parents  of  these  children  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  and  Mr.  Horn  was  a  Democrat. 

William  M.  Horn,  Sr.,  is  purely  a  self-made  man,  starting  in  life  under 
none  too  favorable  environment.  He  lived  with  an  uncle,  James  Rether- 
ford,  at  Colesburg,  Iowa,  until  the  spring  of  1862,  when  he  proved  his  loyalty 
to  the  old  flag  by  enlisting  in  Company  F,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  in  which  he  served  in  a  very  gallant  manner  until  1865.  He  was  first 
sent  to  Minnesota  to  assist  in  keeping  peace  at  the  payment  of  a  tribe  of 
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Indians.  He  was  later  sent  to  Memphis,  Tennessee,  then  to  Vicksburg  and 
on  a  long  march  eastward  to  reinforce  Sherman  on  Big  Black  river,  later  re¬ 
turning  to  Vicksburg.  He  took  part  in  Banks'  fatal  Red  River  expedition, 
and  he  was  in  the  battle  and  capture  of  Fort  De  Russy,  Louisiana,  March  14, 
1864,  Mr.  Horn  being  the  second  man  to  mount  the  breastworks.  His  next 
battle  was  at  Pleasant  Hill,  April  9,  1864.  He  received  a  shot  there  which 
shattered  his  left  thigh.  His  comrades  dragged  him  and  placed  him  under  a 
tree  and  while  lying  there  he  received  five  other  wounds  and  he  was  taken 
prisoner  with  four  hundred  others  and  was  held  three  months  in  the  open  air, 
under  the  trees.  He  was  paroled  with  one  hundred  and  forty  comrades,  the 
rest  of  the  four  hundred  dying  of  exposure  and  neglect.  Mr.  Horn  was  dis¬ 
charged  on  June  20,  1865,  at  Montgomery,  Alabama,  after  serving  three 
years. 

After  the  war  Mr.  Horn  returned  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  and  on 
September  13,  1865,  he  married  Sarah  Montgomery,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  at  the  age  of  four  years  came  to  Iowa  with  her  father,  Archibald  Mont¬ 
gomery.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horn  one  son  was  born,  named  William  M.,  Jr., 
born  June  16,  1866,  in  Delaware  county,  Iowa.  He  has  always  remained 
with  his  parents.  Archibald  Montgomery  married  Eleanor  Kilgore,  who,  like 
himself,  was  a  native  of  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  they  grew  to 
maturity  and  where  they  were  married.  In  1842  they  came  to  Colesburg, 
Delaware  county,  Iowa.  The  country  was  wild  at  that  time,  abounding  in 
an  abundance  of  wild  game  and  Indians.  Archibald  Montgomery’s  father, 
William  Montgomery,  came  to  Iowa  in  1840  and  bought  land.  He  was  a 
great  hunter  and  kept  the  family  supplied  with  wild  meat.  He  was  a  typical 
pioneer  and  loved  the  woods  and  primitive  conditions.  He  died  in  1866. 
In  1849  Archibald  Montgomery  went  overland  with  an  ox  team  to  California, 
taking  his  son,  William,  who  was  then  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  a  few 
neighbors,  being  six  months  on  the  journey.  He  remained  in  the  Golden 
state  two  and  one-half  3^ears,  mining.  He  returned  to  Delaware  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  died  in  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years;  his  wife  had  preceded 
him  to  the  grave  in  1849.  Mr.  Montgomery  was  a  successful  farmer  and 
a  man  of  considerable  influence  in  his  community.  He  and  his  wife  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  namely :  William  died  in  Illinois  on  his  way  home 
from  the  army  on  a  furlough,  having  been  a  soldier  in  Company  F,  Twenty- 
seventh  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  Sarah,  wife  of  William  M.  Horn,  Sr.,  of 
this  review;  Martha  is  the  widow  of  James  Arbuckle  and  is  living  at  Greeley, 
Iowa;  Hon.  John  K.,  of  West  Union,  married  Mary  Mellon  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Belle  M.  and  William  A.  John  Iv.  Montgomery 
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was  elected  in  1885  to  the  twenty-first  General  Assembly  and  he  served  on 
two  important  committees,  agricultural  and  senatorial  districts,  and  he  was 
also  on  the  county  central  committee;  he  is  a  Democrat  and  foimeily  engaged 
in  farming.  Elizabeth  Montgomery  married  William  Alcorn,  of  West  Union, 
Iowa;  Mary  J.  Montgomery  is  the  widow  of  James  Montgomery,  of  West 
Union ;  Isabelle  Montgomery  married  Thomas  Reeder,  of  West  Union. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  William  M.  Horn,  Sr.,  lived  in  Delaware 
county,  Iowa,  until  1869,  when  he  located  on  section  30,  in  Smithfield  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  later  on  section  19,  where  he  farmed  successfully  until 
1896,  when  he  retired  and  has  since  lived  in  Maynard,  Iowa.  They  have  in 
all  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  well  improved  and  well  kept  land  in  Smith- 
field  township.  Mr.  Horn  has  always  been  a  farmer  and  a  very  progressive 
one  and  considering  the  disadvantages  under  which  he  started  in  life  for  him¬ 
self  he  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished.  He  has  been 
an  extensive  raiser  of  Durham  cattle,  Norman  horses,  Poland-China  hogs,  and 
a  large  part  of  his  competency  has  been  made  by  the  skillful  handling  of 
livestock.  He  votes  the  Democratic  ticket  and  belongs  to  Lodge  No.  126, 
Knights  of  Pythias,  at  Oelwein,  Iowa.  He  has  won  and  retained  hosts  of 
friends  wherever  he  has  lived,  for  he  is  a  man  of  genuine  worth,  honest, 
kind  and  hospitable. 


LYMAN  EVERETT  MITCHELL. 

One  of  the  best  known  men  and  in  some  respects  one  of  the  most  re¬ 
markable  characters  in  Fayette  county  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who, 
after  a  lifetime  of  varied  and  unusual  experiences,  is  now  living  retired  at 
Oelwein,  making  his  home  with  his  sister.  Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  \  ankee  by  na¬ 
tivity,  having  been  born  in  the  town  of  Enfield,  Hampshire  county,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  on  the  3rd  of  January,  1837-  He  is  descended  from  noted  ancestry 
and  there  flows  in  his  veins  some  of  the  best  blood  on  the  continent.  He  is 
a  son  of  Alde’n  and  Adeline  (Hodges)  Mitchell.  Alden  Mitchell  was  a 
direct  descendant  from  Experience  Mitchell,  a  native  of  England,  who  was 
a  companion  in  Holland  of  Capt.  Miles  Standish  and  John  Alden  and  others 
of  the  historic  party  who  came  to  the  New  World,  landing  at  Plymouth  Rock 
in  1620.  He,  however,  did  not  accompany  this  party,  remaining  in  Holland 
until  1623,  when  he  joined  the  party  at  Plymouth.  Alden  Mitchell’s  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nehitabel  Alden,  was  a  direct  descendant  of 
lohn  Alden  and  Priscilla,  the  “Puritan  maiden”  immortalized  by  the  poet. 
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Longfellow.  The  latter  and  William  Cullen  Bryant,  another  of  America’s 
beloved  poets,  were  both  also  descended  from  John  Alden.  Through  his 
maternal  grandmother,  who  was  a  member  of  the  noted  Drake  family,  Alden 
Mitchell  also  traced  his  lineage  back  to  Sir  Francis  Drake,  the  great  English 
navigator.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  the  subject’s  forefathers  were  of  that 
stanch  New  England  stock  which  has  been  in  many  respects  the  very  back¬ 
bone  of  American  literature  and  religion.  Many  members  of  these  families 
still  live  in  Plymouth  county,  Massachusetts,  though  some  live  at  Worces¬ 
ter. 

Lyman  E.  Mitchell  was  reared  on  the  paternal  homestead  at  Enfield  and 
received  his  education  in  a  typical  New  England  school  house  of  that  early 
day.  When  he  was  seventeen  years  old  the  family  moved  to  Illinois,  but 
in  the  spring  of  1855  they  came  to  what  is  now  known  as  Smithfield  township, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they  entered  a  quarter  section  of  government 
land.  It  was  known  as  graduation  land,  the  price  being  graded  according 
to  the  length  of  time  it  had  been  on  the  market  or  thrown  open  for  purchase. 
The  Mitchells  bought  it  for  seventy-five  cents  an  acre,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
note  that  the  same  land  has  since  been  sold  for  one  hundred  dollars  an  acre. 
At  that  time  this  township  was  very  sparsely  settled,  especially  in  the  south¬ 
ern  part,  and  here  the  newcomers  built  a  log  cabin  for  theii  hist  home.  At 
that  time  the  subject  was  about  eighteen  years  old  and  he  made  that  his  home 
until  1861,  taking  an  active  and  effectual  part  in  the  work  of  dealing  the 
land  and  putting  it  in  shape  for  cultivation.  In  1861  he  caught  the  “Cali¬ 
fornia  fever”  and  he  and  a  number  of  companions  started  in  wagons  on  the 
long  and  tiresome  trip  to  the  land  of  the  golden  sunsets.  It  requited  seventy 
days  to  make  the  trip  from  Fayette  county  to  Salt  Lake  City.  When  he 
reached  Sacramento,  he  learned  that  war  had  broken  out  between  the  North 
and  the  South  and  in  October,  1861,  he  joined  Company  E,  Fifth  Regiment 
California  Volunteer  Infantry.  This  command  was  sent  into  Arizona,  New 
Mexico  and  Texas,  where  they  were  principally  engaged  in  keeping  undei 
subjection  the  Indians,  chiefly  the  bloodthirsty  Apaches.  They  also  did 
much  scouting  and  convoying  of  wagon  trains,  the  noted  scout,  Kit  Carson, 
being  a  member  of  their  command  a  part  of  the  time,  and  the  subject  took 
partln  the  battle  of  Val  Verde.  During  this  time  their  common  lot  consisted 
of  long  and  weary  marches  across  the  burning  sands  of  the  Arizona  desert, 
•ever  keeping  a  close  watch  for  signs  of  Indian  trouble.  The  legiment  ie- 
mained  in  this  service  during  the  entire  period  of  the  war  and  were  discharged 
at  La  Mesilla,  on  the  Rio  Grande,  in  New  Mexico,  after  actual  service  of 
three  years  and  two  months.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  sui  rounding 
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country  that  the  subject  and  his  companions  had  to  practically  fight  their 
way  back  to  civilization,  it  requiring  forty-three  days  to  get  back  to  Los 
Angeles.  Mr.  Mitchell  was  first  sergeant  of  his  company  and,  having  con¬ 
siderable  talent  as  a  drillmaster,  he  was  given  a  good  deal  of  responsibility 
in  this  direction.  He  was  also  a  provost-marshal  during  a  part  of  his  mili¬ 
tary  service  in  a  wild  western  town,  where  he  had  to  deal  with  many  “bad 
men/'  with  whom  he  dealt  successfully,  though  at  times  it  required  an  exhi¬ 
bition  of  nerve.  During  his  military  experience  Mr.  Mitchell  escaped  being 
wounded,  but  contracted  malaria,  from  which  he  suffered  greatly.  From 
San  Francisco  he  took  ship  and  returned  home  by  way  of  the  isthmus  of 
Panama  and  New  York  city.  He  was  glad  to  get  back  to  Fayette  county, 
and  here,  under  his  mother’s  care  and,  as  he  says,  largely  her  cooking,  he 
was  in  due  time  restored  to  health.  Had  he  been  a  man  of  less  rugged  phy¬ 
sique  he  would  have  succumbed,  but  his  great  strength  and  vitality  carried 
him  through.  He  reached  home  March  11,  1865,  and  during  the  greater  part 
of  his  subsequent  life  he  continued  to  reside  on  the  Smithfield  township  farm, 
in  the  operation  of  which  he  took  an  active  part.  He  has  always  been  a  hard 
worker  and  has  been  numbered  among  Fayette  county’s  most  industrious 
and  enterprising  citizens. 

In  1874  Mr.  Mitchell  was  married  to  Mrs.  Lydia  W.  (Bryer)  Mitchell, 
the  widow  of  his  deceased  brother,  George  Byron  Mitchell,  she  being  a  native 
of  Rhode  Island.  To  them  were  born  three  children,  namely:  Jessie  Alden 
and  Charlotte  Caswell,  both  of  whom  are  now  living  in  Brooklyn,  New 
York,  and  Mark  Milton,  who  lives  in  Massachusetts,  where  he  is  a  traveling 
salesman  for  an  aluminum  manufacturing  establishment.  Mark  married, 
in  August,  1908,  Lillian  Bessie  Moulton,  of  Maine.  In  December,  1907, 
Mr.  Mitchell  came  to  Oelwein,  and  is  now  making  his  home  Avith  his  sister, 
Mrs.  Mary  Catherine  Bogert. 

Politically,  Mr.  Mitchell  was  at  one  time  active  in  support  of  the  Green¬ 
back  party  and  in  1880  was  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  of  that  party. 
In  later  years  he  has  not  taken  a  great  interest  in  political  matters.  Frater¬ 
nally,  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  1870 
he  became  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  but  is  not  now  actively  affiliated. 
In  1871  Mr.  Mitchell  was  elected  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  discharged  the 
duties  of  the  office  until  1907,  when  he  resigned.  He  is  now  (1910)  again 
a  candidate  for  that  office.  He  has  at  other  times  also  held  various  local 
offices,  such  as  clerk,  assessor,  etc. 

Mr.  Mitchell  is  a  wide-awake  and  intelligent  man,  and,  despite  his  advanc¬ 
ing  years,  he  enjoys  remarkable  health,  being  a  man  of  splendid  physique  and 
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fine  personal  appearance,  erect  and  broad-shouldered  as  in  his  prime.  He 
is  a  man  of  linguistic  accomplishment,  being  a  fluent  user  of  Spanish.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  war,  'while  on  the  Mexican  frontier,  he  learned  to  speak  the  language 
readily,  but  recognizing  that  colloquialisms  had  rendered  the  language  im¬ 
pure  as  he  heard  it,  he  determined  to  perfect  himself  in  the  use  of  the  language 
in  its  purest  form.  To  this  end,  after  his  return  home,  he  gave  the  language 
serious  study  and  became  thoroughly  fluent  in  its  use,  both  in  reading,  writ¬ 
ing-  and  speaking.  At  one  time,  while  at  Des  Moines  as  a  membei  of  the 
soldiers’  monument  commission,  he  was  called  upon  to  read  and  interpret 
some  Spanish  communications  in  connection  with  the  official  business  of  the 
state  of  Iowa.  In  other  lines  he  has  been  self-educated,  and  is  considered  an 
exceptionally  well-informed  man.  He  possesses  great  conversational  powers 
and  his  recital  of  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  here  and  in  the  Y\  est  ai  e 
exceedingly  interesting  as  well  as  instructive.  He  is  exceedingly  optimistic 
in  temperament  and  carries  with  him  the  buoyancy  of  youth.  He  is  a  de¬ 
lightful  companion  and  enjoys  the  unbounded  esteem  and  friendship  of  all  who 
know  him. 


JOHN  IRVINE. 


The  agricultural  interests  of  Fayette  county  are  well  represented  by  the 
subject  of  this  review,  who  is  one  of  the  practical  and  enterprising  faimeis 
of  his  section  of  the  county,  his  residence  being  in  the  attractive  little  city  of 
Oelwein.  Like  many  other  successful,  self-made  men  of  northern  Iowa,  he 
is  an  American  by  adoption  only,  being  a  native  of  Ireland,  from  whence  has 
come  so  much  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  this  great  western  republic.  Wherever 
known  the  Irish  type  is  noted  for  thrift  and  enterprise,  the  subject  of  this 

sketch  being  no  exception  to  the  rule. 

John  Irvine  was  born  near  Belfast,  county  Down,  Ireland,  on  the  20th 
day  of  January,  1836,  and  was  reared  on  the  parental  homestead,  receiving 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1857,  when  twenty -one 
years  old,  he  came  to  America,  going  at  once  to  Ontario,  Canada,  where  he 
resided  during  the  ensuing  ten  or  twelve  years.  He  there  followed  farming 
and  dealing  in  livestock  and  was  fairly  successful.  In  February,  1870,  Mr. 
Irvine  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  two  miles  west  of  Oelwein, 
though  at  that  time  the  town  had  not  been  laid  out.  On  his  arrival  here  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  to  the  cultivation  of 
which  he  devoted  his  energies,  and  from  time  to  time  he  added  to  his  original 
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land  until  he  eventually  owned  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  Jefferson  town¬ 
ship,  which  is  still  in  his  possession.  When  the  Great  Western  railway 
was  run  through  Oelwein,  Mr.  Irvine  moved  to  that  place  and  has  since  re¬ 
sided  thei  e.  About  two  years  after  locating  here  Mr.  Irvine  returned  to 
Canada  and  brought  back  with  him  to  Iowa  four  thoroughbred  Shorthorn 
cattle,  and  soon  afterwards  he  imported  a  carload  of  these  animals,  being 
the  first  man  in  the  county  to  handle  thoroughbred  cattle  extensively.  He 
now  has  on  his  farm  a  large  herd  of  milch  cows,  which  are  managed  by  his 
nephew,  W.  J.  Irvine.  Mr.  Irvine  has  been  industrious  and  practical  in  his 
methods  and  during  his  active  years  he  gave  his  personal  attention  to  every 
detail  of  his  work,  that  being  one  of  the  main  secrets  of  his  success.  He  is 
known  as  one  of  the  most  progressive  farmers  in  the  county  and  is  considered 
a  representative  of  that  industry. 

On  March  24,  1866,  Mr.  Irvine  was  married  to  Isabella  C.  Wiley,  a 
native  of  Canada,  her  parents  having  been  natives  of  county  Down,  Ireland, 
bo  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  four  children,  namely:  Louise, 
who  died  December  4,  1905;  Florence,  who  died  January  12,  1907; 
the  latter  as  the  wife  of  George  L.  Thompson,  of  Oelwein,  and  she  is  sur¬ 
vived  by  two  children,  Marion  Isabella  and  Viola  Louisa,  one  child  bavins' 

o 

died  in  infancy;  the  only  surviving  child  is  Albert  E.,  who  is  now  living  in 
Oelwein,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  and  is  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  Religiously,  Mr.  Irvine  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Presby¬ 
terian  church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  support.  While  he  takes  an 
interest  of  proper  sort  in  public  affairs  of  a  local  nature,  he  has  never  been 
an  aspirant  for  official  preferment.  He  is  ever  found  in  hearty  support  of 
every  movement  \vhich  promises  to  be  of  benefit  to  the  community,  morally, 
educationally,  socially  or  materially.  Because  of  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character,  he  enjoys  the  highest  regard  throughout  the  community  where 
he  resides. 


CHRIST  LEHMAN. 

Although  the  republic  of  Switzerland  is  no  larger  than  a  county  or 
province  in  the  great  empires  and  countries  of  Europe  and  Asia,  yet  it  is 
doubtful  if  any  foreign  land  has  sent  to  the  United  States  a  larger  number  of 
first-class  citizens.  For  upwards  of  two  hundred  years  they  have  been  estab¬ 
lishing  their  homes  within  our  borders  and  assimilating  our  civilization,  tak¬ 
ing  rank  with  our  best  citizenship,  law-abiding,  industrious  and  ready  to  de- 
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fend  our  flag  during  crises.  Of  this  great  horde,  C.  Lehman,  a  well  known 
merchant  of  Elgin,  Fayette  county,  is  deserving  of  special  mention,  as  will 
be  understood  from  a  brief  resume  of  his  career  outlined  in  the  following 
paragraphs.  His  birth  occurred  near  Bern,  Switzerland,  February  26,  1845. 
He  is  the  son  of  John  Lehman  and  wife,  full  mention  of  whom  is  made  on 
another  page  of  this  work.  They  brought  their  son,  the  subject,  to  America 
in  1852,  and  he  remained  at  home  with  his  parents,  attending  school  during 
the  winter  months,  until  1862,  when  he  began  learning  the  wagonmakers 
trade,  under  John  Neunswander,  in  the  building  which  now  stands  across  from 
the  Lehman  hardware  store,  the  subject's  place  of  business.  He  served  an 
apprenticeship  of  two  and  one-half  years,  but  he  remained  in  Mr.  Neun- 
swander's  employ  about  four  years,  then  worked  at  his  trade  in  various  places 
until  1871,  in  which  year  he  was  married  to  Mary  Single,  in  Macomb,  Illinois. 
They  came  to  Elgin,  Iowa,  in  a  short  time  and  here  Mr.  Lehman,  in  1872, 
erected  a  two-story  shop  which  still  stands  and  there  he  maintained  a  well 
patronized  wagon  shop  for  six  or  seven  years.  He  then  began  in  the  farm 
implement  business  and  for  several  years  sold  implements  in  laige  numbers 
and  became  widely  known  in  this  part  of  the  county  in  his  special  line.  In 
1883  he  and  his  nephew,  J.  W.  Lehman,  formed  a  partnership  and  began  a 
general  hardware  business,  which  they  conducted  successfully  until  1890,  when 
the  partnership  was  dissolved,  after  which  Air.  Lehman  conducted  his  busi¬ 
ness  alone  until  1906,  when  he  took  his  son,  L.  G.  Lehman,  as  a  partner  and 
they  have  continued  to  do  a  very  satisfactoiy  business,  enjoying  a  libeial 
trade  with  the  people  of  northeastern  Fayette  county.  Besides  carrying  a 
large,  complete  and  carefully  selected  stock  of  general  hardware,  they  also 

handle  an  excellent  stock  of  builders'  supplies. 

To  Mr.  and  Airs.  C.  Lehman  the  following  children  have  been  born: 
Lulu,  now  Airs.  J.  C.  Schmidt ;  Eda  married  F.  R.  Burg ;  two  children  are  de¬ 
ceased,  Tosie  and  Eddie,  they  having  been  the  first  and  second  in  order  of 
birth,  respectively;  the  son,  Leslie  G.,  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  store 
and  is  a  young  man  of  excellent  business  qualifications. 

Mr.  Lehman  in  his  fraternal  relations  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Alasons  (blue  lodge,  chapter  and  commandery)  and  the  Alystic 
Shrine,  also  the  Iowa  Legion  of  Honor,  taking  an  active  interest  in  all  these 
orders,  and  endeavoring  to  live  up  to  their  high  precepts  in  his  e\  en -da}  life. 

Politically,  Air.  Lehman  is  a  Democrat  and  has  long  been  active  in  the 
ranks.  He  has  the  distinction  of  having  been  the  first  mayor  of  Elgin  and  he 
has  done  perhaps  more  for  the  upbuilding  of  the  town  than  any  other  indi¬ 
vidual,  having  always  stood  ready  to  aid  whatever  measure  that  had  for  its 
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object  the  general  welfare  of  the  village  and  vicinity.  He  has  been  trustee 
of  his  township  for  several  years,  and  he  has  been  on  the  local  school  board 
for  the  past  fifteen  successive  years.  His  life  has  been  one  of  unceasing 
activity  and  has  been  led  in  such  a  manner  as  to  inspire  the  confidence  and 
esteem  of  everyone,  since  he  ever  evinces  a  desire  to  deal  fairly  with  his  fel¬ 
low  men  and  while  he  is  advancing  his  own  interests  not  to  lose  sight  of  his 
obligations  to  others. 


ELBERT  H.  ESTEY. 

Holding  prestige  among  the  successful  attorneys  of  Fayette  and  adjoin¬ 
ing  counties,  Elbert  H.  Estey,  while  yet  a  young  man,  has  proven  his  worth 
to  rank  with  the  leading  professional  men  in  a  community  long  noted  for  its 
high  order  of  talent,  especially  along  legal  lines,  and  the  study  of  such  a  life 
cannot  fail  of  interest  and  incentive,  as  he  is  distinctively  representative  of  his 
sphere  of  activity  and  has  contributed  in  no  small  measure  to  the  general  uplift 
of  West  Union  and  the  locality  which  is  his  home  and  field  of  operation,  at 
the  same  time  establishing  a  reputation  for  honor  and  integrity. 

Mr.  Estey  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Clements  &  Estey,  and  he  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Fayette,  this  county,  November  4,  1873.  He  is  the  son  of 
Charles  P.  and  Mary  (Scott)  Estey,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont  and 
the  mother  of  Ohio,  the  latter  being  the  daughter  of  William  Scott,  who  was 
among  the  early  settlers  of  Dover  township  and  where  the  family  is  still 
represented.  Elbert  H.  Estey’s  paternal  grandfather,  Warren  Estey,  was  an 
early  settler  of  Winneshiek  county.  Charles  P.  Estey  lived  for  a  time  at 
Postville,  Allamakee  county,  but  he  came  to  Fayette  about  1871.  His  family 
consisted  of  three  daughters  and  one  son,  Elbert  H.  of  this  review  being  the 
youngest ;  his  sisters  are,  Carrie,  who  married  Rev.  M.  T.  Miller,  of  Colorado, 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church;  Addie,  who  has  remained  un¬ 
married,  is  a  talented  lecturer  and  reformer,  engaged  in  the  work  of  the 
Woman’s  Christian  Temperance  Union,  located  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Blanche 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  C.  Fort  and  is  located  at  Salina,  Kansas.  All 
the  family  except  the  youngest  sister  are  graduates  of  the  Upper  Iowa  Uni¬ 
versity. 

The  father  of  these  children  is  a  painter  and  decorator,  having  made 
this  his  life  work  and  he  is  very  adroit  in  the  use  of  the  brush,  his  services 
having  always  been  in  great  demand.  He  and  his  wife  make  their  home  in 
Fayette,  where  they  are  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle  of  friends. 
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Elbert  H.  Estey,  after  completing  his  college  course,  performed  in  a 
very  commendable  manner  the  duties  of  court  reporter  in  the  thirteenth  judi¬ 
cial  district  for  a  period  of  two  years,  during  the  term  of  Judge  W  illiam  A. 
Hoyt.  All  the  while  he  studied  law  during  his  spare  moments,  having  decided 
early  in  life  to  devote  his  energies  to  the  legal  profession.  He  took  a  law 
course  at  the  State  University  of  Minnesota,  where  he  made  a  good  record 
and  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  June,  1896.  He  soon  re¬ 


turned  to  Iowa  and  opened  an  office  in  the  city  of  Waterloo  and  he  practiced 
there  with  a  very  satisfactory  clientele  for  a  period  of  seven  years  and  became 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar  of  that  place,  but  desiring  to  return 
to  his  home  county,  he  began  practice  in  \\  est  Union  on  December  1,  i9°5> 
and  has  been  here  to  the  present  time,  his  record  at  the  Fayette  county  bar 
having  been  one  of  honor  and  credit  and  has  won  the  admiration  of  his  clients 
and  contemporaries  at  the  bar.  He  was  associated  with  the  late  David  \\ . 
Clements,  one  of  the  leading  lawyers  of  this  district,  the  firm  of  Clements  & 
Estey  having  been  a  most  potent  one  in  all  local  courts. 

Mr.  Estey  was  married  on  August  19,  I9°3’  to  Mary  E.  Scobey,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  George  P.  and  Martha  B.  Scobey,  a  prominent  early  family  of  Fayette, 
where  the  father  was  long  a  leading  merchant  and  where  his  death  occurred 
on  February  2,  1904.  The  mother  is  still  living.  One  son  was  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Estey,  Robert,  born  July  17,  1907-  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and  politically  Mr.  Estey  is  a  Republican. 
Fraternally,  he  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and 
Accepted  Masons,  and  the  West  Union  lodge  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 


ROBERT  WILLARD  HELMS. 

The  office  of  biography  is  not  to  give  voice  to  a  man’s  modest  estimate 
of  himself  and  his  accomplishments,  but  rather  to  leave  upon  the  record  the 
verdict  establishing  his  character  by  the  consensus  of  opinion  on  the  part  of  his 
neighbors  and  fellow  citizens.  In  touching  upon  the  life  history  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch,  the  writer  aims  to  avoid  fulsome  encomium  and  extravagant 
praise;  yet  he  desires  to  hold  up  for  consideration  those  facts  which  have 
shown  the  distinction  of  a  true,  useful  and  honorable  life— a  life  characterized 
by  perseverance,  energy,  broad  charity  and  well  defined  purpose.  To  do  this 
will  be  but  to  reiterate  the  dictum  pronounced  upon  the  man  by  the  people  who 
have  known  him  long  and  well. 
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Robert  W.  Helms,  merchant  and  postmaster  at  Brainard,  was  born  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  July  30,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Hannah 
(Robins)  Helms.  William  Helms  was  a  native  of  Scotland  and  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  They 
located  in  Essex  county,  New  York,  where  Mr.  Helms  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  years,  dying  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  followed 
farming  during  his  active  years  and  was  fairly  successful  in  his  business  affairs. 
He  took  a  leading  and  prominent  part  in  local  public  affairs  and  held  at 
different  times  many  of  the  township  and  county  public  offices.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  in  religion  was  affiliated  with  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  church,  of  which  he  was  a  class-leader  at  the  time  of  his  death.  He 
married  Hannah  Robins,  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  they  became  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  Robert  W.,  who  was 
the  first  born  in  the  family,  Jennie,  Martha,  Carrie,  Addie  and  Melvin.  The 
mother  of  these  children  was  sixty-three  years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

Robert  W.  Helms  remained  in  his  native  state  until  he  was  twenty-four 
years  old.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he  enlisted  in  the  First  Regiment 
of  United  States  Sharpshooters  and  served  fourteen  months  assisting  in  the 
suppression  of  the  Southern  rebellion.  During  most  of  this  time  he  was  on 
detached  duty,  but  he  was  actively  engaged  during  the  three-days  battle  at 
Gettysburg,  and,  with  his  regiment,  took  part  in  several  other  of  the  noted 
engagements  of  that  war,  seeing  much  hard  service.  At  the  conclusion  of  his 
military  service  he  returned  to  Essex  county,  New  York,  and,  as  before  stated, 
at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  soon 
afterwards  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  two  years  and  then  returned 
to  Fayette  county,  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He  is  the  ownei  of  some 
splendid  farming  land,  his  home  place  being  located  in  sections  30  and  36, 
while  he  also  owns  a  good  farm  in  section  16.  He  carries  on  general  farming 
and  also  gives  considerable  attention  to  livestock,  in  the  handling  of  which  he 
has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a  breeder  of  registered  Hereford  cattle,  main¬ 
taining  on  his  farm  a  good  herd  of  these  cattle,  and  he  also  buys  and  sells 
much  other  stock,  mostly  cattle  and  hogs.  Besides  his  farming  interests,  Mi. 
Helms  is  doing  a  successful  general  merchandise  business,  being  the  piopiietoi 
of  the  only  store  in  Brainard,  where  he  carries  a  large  and  well-selected  stock 
of  such  goods  as  are  in  demand  by  the  trade.  He  is  postmaster  and  maintains 
the  office  in  his  store.  Courteous  and  accommodating,  he  has  gained  for  him¬ 
self  the  good  will  of  all  who  have  dealings  with  him  and  is  numbered  among 
the  leading  men  of  his  community. 

In  1875  Mr.  Helms  was  married  to  Artherlinda  Mounce,  who  was  born 
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in  Lynn  county,  Iowa,  in  February,  1849,  and  whose  death  occurred  in  1903, 
at  the  age  of  fifty-four  years.  To  this  union  were  born  four  children,  namely  : 
Clara  Louella  is  the  wife  of  E.  O.  Randall,  of  Muscatine,  Iowa,  and  they  have 
two  children :  Harley  W.,  of  Brainard,  married  Celia  Bohanan  and  they  are  the 
parents  of  three  children ;  Ethel  D.  is  the  wife  of  Martin  Hovey,  of  Cedar 
Rapids,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  child;  Judson,  who  was  the  first  born  of  these 
children,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  months. 

The  subject  is  a  Republican,  but  has  endeavored  to  keep  clear  of  political 
affairs.  He  was,  however,  induced  to  serve  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years,  having  retired  from  the  office  in  1908  because  of  the  press  of  his 
other  business  affairs,  which  would  not  permit  of  a  division  of  his  attention 
and  time.  He  is  a  firm  believer  in  the  uplifting  influence  of  the  church  and 
he  gives  a  liberal  support  to  the  Baptist  and  Methodist  Episcopal  churches. 
In  many  ways  Mr.  Helms  has  shown  qualities  of  the  highest  order  and  has 
invariably  given  his  support  to  every  movement  having  for  its  object  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community.  Genial  in  disposition, 
optimistic  in  temperament  and  accommodating  in  his  dealings  with  others — it 
is  not  strange  that  he  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  warm  and  loyal  friends.  Such 
men  are  desirable  elements  in  any  community  and  are  the  foundation  of  its 
growth  and  prosperity. 


ELIAS  HEWITT  APPELMAN. 

Specific  mention  is  made  of  many  of  the  worthy  citizens  of  Fayette  county 
within  the  pages  of  this  Work,  citizens  who  have  figured  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  this  favored  locality  and  whose  interests  have  been  identified 
with  its  every  phase  of  progress,  each  contributing  in  his  sphere  of  action  to 
the  well-being  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides  and  to  the  advancement 
of  its  normal  and  legitimate  growth.  Among  this  number  is  he  whose  name 
appears  above,  peculiar  interest  attaching  to  his  career  from  the  fact  that  his 
entire  life  has  been  spent  within  the  borders  of  this  county. 

Elias  H.  Appelman  was  born  on  May  7,  1858,  in  Clermont  township,  this 
county,  on  the  farm  on  which  his  father  settled.  The  latter,  Gustavus  Adol¬ 
phus  Appelman,  is  mentioned  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work  and  the  reader 
is  referred  to  that  sketch  for  further  details  as  to  the  subject’s  genealogical 
record.  The  subject  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  secured  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  finishing  in  the  high  school  at  Clermont.  Up¬ 
on  completing  his  school  days  he  took  up  the  occupation  of  teaching,  but  the 
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call  to  the  free  and  wholesome  outdoor  life  of  the  farm  was  strong  and  he 
has  since  applied  his  energies  to  agriculture.  He  is  a  thoroughly  practical 
farmer,  keeping  in  close  touch  with  advanced  ideas  relating  to  the  science  of 
husbandry  and  he  has  met  with  pronounced  success  in  his  labors.  He  is  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  home  place  in  Clermont  township, 
and  also  owns  several  hundred  acres  of  land  elsewhere.  He  follows  diversified 
farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country,  and  he 
also  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of  livestock,  particularly  cattle, 
in  which  he  has  met  with  good  results.  Mr.  Appelman’s  farm  is  maintained 
at  a  high  standard  of  efficiency  and  therefore  its  productiveness  is  kept  at  the 
highest  possible  point.  The  attractive  residence,  commodious  and  well  ar¬ 
range  barns  and  outbuildings  indicate  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  sound  ideas 
and  good  taste. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Appelman  has  given  due  attention  to  local 
public  affairs  and  has  rendered  appreciative  service  for  many  years  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  school  board,  and  is  now  serving  acceptably  as  the  assessor  of  the 
township.  He  is  liberal  in  his  religious  views,  giving  his  support  without  re¬ 
serve  to  all  movements  having  for  their  object  the  betterment  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  general. 

On  November  30,  1887,  Mr.  Appelman  married  Mabel  Stewart,  who  was 
born  in  this  county  on  October  17,  1866,  the  daughter  of  John  W.  and  Emma 
(Hale)  Stewart,  the  former  born  in  Columbus,  New  York,  on  January  11, 
1836,  and  the  latter  born  in  Chtdmleigh,  England,  on  May  4,  1845.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Appelman  have  been  born  six  children,  namely :  Charles  Stewart,  an 
infant  deceased,  Mabel  Winifred,  Franz  Alan,  Lucian  Hewitt  ^nd  Ruth 
Elizabeth. 

Mr.  Appelman  is  a  man  of  broad  ideas  and  up-to-date  methods  and  be¬ 
cause  of  his  persistent  industry,  sturdy  integrity,  good  management  and  genial 
disposition,  he  has  won  and  retains  to  a  marked  degree  the  esteem  and  good 
will  of  the  entire  community  in  which  he  lives. 


ANDREW  THORSON. 

Clearly  defined  purpose  and  consecutive  effort  in  the  affairs  of  life  will 
inevitably  result  in  the  attaining  of  a  due  measure  of  success,  but  in  following 
out  the  career  of  one  who  has  attained  success  by  his  own  efforts  there  comes 
into  view  the  intrinsic  individuality  which  made  such  accomplishment  possible, 
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and  thus  there  is  granted  an  objective  incentive  and  inspiration,  while  at  the 
same  time  there  is  enkindled  a  feeling  of  respect  and  admiration.  The  qual¬ 
ities  which  have  made  Mr.  Thorson  one  of  the  prominent  and  successful  men 
of  Fayette  county  have  also  brought  him  the  esteem  of  his  fellow  men,  for  his 
career  has  been  one  of  well-directed  energy,  strong  determination  and  honorable 
methods. 

Andrew  Thorson  is  a  native  son  of  Fayette  county,  having  been  born  on 
the  farm  where  he  now  lives  in  Clermont  township,  on  August  7,  1864.  Fie 
is  a  son  of  1  hor  and  Anna  Thorson,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Norway, 
where  the  father  was  born  on  October  1,  1814.  The  latter,  on  coming  to 
the  United  States,  stopped  for  a  few  weeks  in  Wisconsin,  but  came  to  Fayette 
county  in  1850.  He  bought  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  where  the  subject 
now  lives,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  this  land  he  applied  his  energies  with 
marked  success.  He  spent  his  remaining  days  on  this  place  and  his  death 
occurred  here  on  February  11,  1905.  His  widow  is  still  living  here,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-five  years.  They  were  the  parents  of  three  children,  though 
by  a  former  marriage  Mr.  Thorson  had  become  the  father  of  five  others. 
Mr.  Thorson  ivas  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  and  he  and  the  members 
of  his  family  were  faithful  members  of  the  Lutheran  church. 

Andrew  Thorson  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and 
secured  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  Reared 
as  a  farmer  boy,  he  early  decided  to  devote  his  future  energies  to  the  prosecu¬ 
tion  of  this  industry  and  that  he  has  been  successful  goes  without  saying,  for 
he  has  within  him  the  elements  which  in  any  calling  will  inevitably  invite  suc¬ 
cess.  Persistent  and  well  directed  industry,  sound  judgment  in  his  business 
affairs  and  a  love  for  his  work  have  had  results  that  have  been  satisfactory  to 
a  gratifying  degree.  Mr.  Thorson  is  now  the  owner  of  a  splendid  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  besides  which  he  is  interested  in  about  nine 
thousand  acres  of  land  elsewhere.  On  the  home  farm  he  carries  on  a  diversi¬ 
fied  system  of  farming,  raising  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  and  also 
giving  considerable  attention  to  the  raising'  of  livestock,  with  good  results. 
Mr.  Thorson  also  has  other  business  interests,  being  a  stockholder  in  the 
Elgin  Savings  Bank  and  the  Clermont  State  Bank. 

In  1888  Mr.  Thorson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Hannah  Kittleson,  a 
native  of  Fayette  county  and  a  daughter  of  Hans  Kittleson,  who  is  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  This  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three 
children,  Alphie,  Clarence  and  Lena,  the  latter  being  deceased. 

Politically,  Mr.  Thorson  renders  a  stanch  allegiance  to  the  Republican 
party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a  commendable  interest,  but  he  is  not 
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in  any  sense  a  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office,  prefer- 
rimr  to  devote  his  time  and  attention  to  his  numerous  business  affairs.  Re- 
ligiously,  he  and  the  members  of  his  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran 
church,  to  which  they  give  an  earnest  and  liberal  support,  being  deeply  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  welfare  of  the  society.  In  every  avenue  of  life's  activities  in 
which  he  has  engaged  he  has  been  true  to  every  responsibility  and  because  of 
his  industry,  integrity  and  pleasing  personal  qualities,  he  enjoys  the  unbounded 
respect  and  esteem  of  the  entire  community.  He  is  numbered  among  the 
township’s  representative  citizens,  giving  his  support  and  co-operation  in  ad¬ 
vancing  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 


THEODORE  ROLFS. 

Any  person  who  will  investigate  the  facts  in  the  case  will  be  surprised 
to  learn  of  the  proportion  of  people  of  Germanic  descent  now  living  in  the 
United  States.  Unquestionably  the  greatest  number  of  emigrants  reaching 
the  shores  of  the  New  World  comes  from  that  nation,  and  statistics  show  that 
there  is  more  Germanic  blood  in  the  United  States  than  any  other.  This 
being  the  fact,  it  is  easy  to  account  for  the  prosperity  and  morality  of  this 
country.  Germany  is  famous  the  world  over  for  the  industry,  patience,  in¬ 
telligence,  morality  and  sturdiness  of  its  citizens.  These  qualities  have  been 
brought  to  this  country  by  the  emigrants  and  are  now  part  and  parcel  of  our 
wonderful  nation — its  progress  in  domestic  economy,  its  advancement  in  every 
branch  of  material  improvement,  and  its  love  of  country  and  home. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  descended  from  German  ancestry,  his 
father,  Hans  Rolfs,  having  been  born  in  Germany  on  September  io,  1837, 
while  his  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Charlotte  Laumann  and  who  was 
born  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  on  April  14,  1844,  was  a  daughter  of  Chris¬ 
tian  and  Margaret  (Borgelt)  Laumann,  natives  of  Germany.  Her  parents 
left  the  fatherland  for  America  and  eventually  made  their  home  at  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  in  1847,  where  their  deaths  occurred.  Hans  Rolfs,  on  arriving  in 
this  county,  located  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  on  March  12,  1883,  he  came  to 
Fayette  county  where  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  of  land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his 
attention.  His  death  occurred  here  on  February  20,  1904.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  Republican,  while  in  religion  he  and  his  family  were  adherents  of 
the  German  Lutheran  church.  To  him  and  his  wife  were  horn  seven  children, 
namely :  Louis,  John,  Theodore,  Alvina,  Minnie,  Herman  and  Anna. 


MR.  AND  MRS.  HANS  ROLFS. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1201 


Theodore  Rolfs  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Iowa,  on  October  21,  1873. 
He  was  reared  by  his  parents  and  secured  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  his  home  neighborhood.  He  was  reared  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  and  has  always  devoted  himself  to  this  industry.  He  is  thoroughly 
practical  in  his  methods  and  has  achieved  a  distinctive  success  as  a  husband¬ 
man.  His  home  place  is  near  Clermont  and  comprises  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  which  is  owned  jointly  by  him  and  two  brothers.  The 
place  is  well  improved  in  every  respect  and  is  numbered  among  the  best 
farms  in  the  township. 

Politically,  Mr.  Rolfs  is  aligned  with  the  Republican  party,  to  which  he 
gives  a  stanch  support,  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  he  takes  a  com¬ 
mendable  interest,  giving  a  hearty  support  to  all  movements  which  promise 
to  be  of  benefit  to  his  fellow  citizens.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  to  which  he  gives  an  earnest  and  liberal  support.  He  is  a 
gentleman  of  fine  personal  qualities  and  among  his  large  list  of  acquaintances 
he  numbers  many  warm  and  personal  friends,  who  esteem  him  because  of 
his  high  personal  qualities  and  genuine  worth. 


WILLIAM  LOFTUS. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  active  and  useful  citizens  of  West 
Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Unlike  the  average  citizen  of  today,  he  has 
always  exerted  his  strength  and  energies- in  the  furtherance  of  manual  labor, 
and  no  man  in  Fayette  county  has  been  a  more  zealous  worker  than  William 
Loftus.  For  many  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  large  farm 
in  Union  township,  leaving  it  and  moving  to  town  in  order  to  give  his  children 
better  educational  advantages  than  they  enjoyed  in  the  country  schools.  Here 
he  has  been  employed  in  various  ways,  but  latterly  as  street  commissioner  of 
the  city.  In  this  capacity  Mr.  Loftus  has  given  universal  satisfaction,  his 
work  being  directed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  be  entirely  devoid  of  the  charge 
of  favoritism  or  partiality,  but  every  portion  of  his  large  district  has  received 
the  consideration  which  the  condition  of  the  roads  and  streets  would  seem 
to  demand. 

William  Loftus  was  born  in  the  state  of  New  York,  on  the  25th  day 
of  January,  1857,  his  parents  having  located  in  that  state  for  a  few  years  on 
their  arrival  from  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  country  of  their  nativity.  These 
parents,  Daniel  and  Bridget  (O’Donnell)  Loftus,  came  to  Fayette  county, 
(76) 
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Iowa,  about  the  beginning-  of  the  Civil  war,  and  the  father  purchased  a  farm, 
principally  unimproved,  in  what  is  now  Union  township,  but  then  designated 
as  West  Union  township.  William  is  the  eldest  of  the  five  children  born 
to  these  parents,  the  others  being  briefly  mentioned  as  follows :  John,  the 
second  born,  who  also  was  a  native  of  New  York  state,  died  in  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  in  December,  1907,  leaving  a  widow,  but  no  children;  Daniel,  who 
is  conducting  a  restaurant  and  provision  store  in  West  Union,  married  Eliza 
McCarthy,  and  they  have  two  children,  Aileen  and  Francis;  the  former  is  a 
graduate  of  the  West  Union  high  school  and  a  young  lady  of  bright  promise; 
Thomas  .is  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  and  he  and  his  sister  Florence  have 
maintained  the  home  in  West  Union  since  the  death  of  their  mother. 

Thomas  Loftus  has  achieved  more  than  the  average  man  in  his  circum¬ 
stances.  At  the  age  of  ten  years  he  was  placed  in  the  family  of  John  Owens 
and  remained  a  member  of  that  family  for  some  fifteen  years.  He  was  reared 
amid  the  environments  of  mercantile  life  and  soon  became  thoroughly  familiar 
with  all  business  details.  For  many  years  he  was  the  “head  and  center”  of  the 
extensive  business  enterprises  then  conducted  by  Mr.  Owens.  He  was  com¬ 
missioned  postmaster  of  West  Union  in  1893,  and  served  four  years  in  that 
capacity  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  government  and  the  patrons  of  the 
office.  He  was  in  mercantile  business  eight  years  in  partnership  with  Charles 
E.  Owens,  a  son  of  his  former  employer,  and  in  January,  1907,  he  was 
chosen  deputy  county  treasurer  under  the  administration  of  Albert  B.  Blunt. 
Thomas  Loftus  wields  a  potent  influence  in  the  councils  of  Democracy  and 
has  been,  and  still  is,  a  useful  and  prominent  citizen  in  the  community.  Mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Loftus  family  have  performed  an  active  and  important  part  in  the 
history  of  the  locality  in  which  they  have  lived,  and  no  family  in  the  com¬ 
munity  sustains  a  more  honorable  record  within  their  sphere  of  existence. 

Being  the  eldest  of  the  family,  much  of  the  labor  of  improving  and  de¬ 
veloping;  the  homestead  farm  devolved  upon  William  Loftus,  the  immedi¬ 
ate  subject  of  this  review,  and  he  then  learned  something  of  the  duties  of  the 
active  and  self-reliant  life  which  has  been  a  leading  characteristic  in  his  later 
career.  The  farm  home  later  became  a  part  of  the  extensive  land  holdings 
of  John  Owens,  whose  history  is  so  inseparably  connected  with  that  of  West 
Union  and  vicinity. 

Mr.  Loftus  was  happily  married  on  the  17th  of  March,  1876,  to  Kate 
Nugent,  a  most  exemplary  wife  and  mother,  who  bore  with  him  the  trials  and 
vicissitudes  of  life  until  the  meridian  was  passed.  They  reared  an  interesting 
family  of  eleven  children,  namely :  Mae,  Florence,  Laura,  Charles,  Clarence. 
John.  Lucile,  William,  Fred,  Robert  and  Herbert.  Mrs.  Loftus  operated  a 
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millinery  business  in  West  Union,  known  as  the  Loftus  Millinery  Store,  from 
March,  1899,  until  her  death,  which  occurred  August  27,  1907,  since  which 
time  Miss  Florence  has  conducted  the  business.  Mrs.  Loftus  was  consigned  to 
rest  in  the  Catholic  cemetery  connected  with  the  church  which  is  the  religious 
home  of  the  entire  family.  They  are  active  and  zealous  church  people  and 
represent  a  class  of  citizens  who  are  welcome  in  any  community  and  whose 
lives  are  an  inspiration  to  the  rising  generations. 

Of  the  children  enumerated  above,  it  may  be  briefly  noted  that  Clarence 
is  a  successful  attorney  in  Des  Moines,  this  state;  William,  who  was  employed 
in  a  patent  office  at  Des  Moines,  is  at  present  in  the  law  college  of  Drake 
University,  Des  Moines ;  Charles  is  engaged  in  the  wholesale  grocery  business 
in  the  same  city;  John  is  employed  in  a  wholesale  shoe  store  in  Kansas  City; 
Laura  is  bookkeeper  for  Doctor  Darnell,  at  West  Union;  Luciie  is  at  home 
and  the  other  children  are  students  in  the  public  schools. 


ANDREAV  A.  NORDHUS. 

In  the  daily  laborious  struggle  for  an  honorable  competence  and  a  solid 
career  on  the  part  of  a  business  man  or  farmer  there  is  little  to  attract  the 
casual  reader  in  search  of  a  sensational  chapter;  but  to  a  mind  thoroughly 
awake  to  the  reality  and  meaning  of  human  existence  there  are  noble  and 
imperishable  lessons  in  the  career  of  an  individual  who  without  other  means 
than  a  clear  head,  strong  arm  and  true  heart,  directed  and  controlled  by  cor¬ 
rect  principles  and  unerring  judgment,  conquers  adversity  and,  toiling  on, 
finallv  wins,  not  only  pecuniary  independence,  but,  what  is  far  greater  and 
higher,  the  deserved  respect  and  confidence  of  those  with  whom  his  active 
years  have  been  spent. 

Andrew  A.  Nordhus  was  born  in  Norway  on  August  24,  1864,  and  is  a 
son  of  Andrew  O.  and  Annie  A.  (Larson)  Nordhus,  both  also  natives  of  Nor¬ 
way.  They  came  to  America  in  1872,  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
lad  of  but  eight  years,  and  they  landed  in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  that  year 
on  the  anniversary  day  of  our  national  independence.  In  1879  they  came  to 
Fayette  county  and  settled  on  a  farm  of  seventy-one  acres,  where  they  spent 
the  rest  of  their  years  and  died,  the  father’s  death  occurring  in  1903,  his  wife 
having  passed  to  the  silent  land  the  year  previous.  Mr.  Nordhus  was  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party  in  political  matters  and  was  influential  in 
his  advocacy  of  temperance  measures.  He  and  his  wife,  as  well  as  the  other 
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members  of  the  family,  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  they 
rendered  an  earnest  support.  They  became  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
of  which  number  eight  are  living  at  the  present  time. 

Andrew  A.  Nordhus,  who  was  reared  under  the'  parental  roof,  attended 
the  public  schools  and  received  a  good  practical  education.  He  has  always 
devoted  himself  assiduously  to  the  agricultural  industry  and  because  of  his 
persistent  efforts  and  good  management  he  has  met  with  well  deserved  suc¬ 
cess  in  this  line.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  as 
good  land  as  Clermont  township  presents  and  here  he  carries  on  general  farm¬ 
ing  and  stock  raising.  The  place  is  well  improved  and  its  general  appear¬ 
ance  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  excellent  taste  and  wise  discrimination. 
He  raises  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country  and  his  efforts 
have  been  characterized  by  a  spirit  of  progressiveness  and  enterprise  that  have 
insured  him  maximum  results  in  return  for  his  labors. 

Politically,  Mr.  Nordhus  is  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  in  the 
success  of  which  he  is  deeply  interested,  while  his  religious  membership  is 
with  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belongs. 

On  April  i,  1891,  Mr.  Nordhus  was  married  to  Julia  Brager,  who  was 
born  in  Dane  county,  Wisconsin,  a  daughter  of  Knudt  and  Carrie  Brager, 
natives  of  Norway.  Mrs.  Brager  died  in  Polk  county,  Minnesota,  in  1892, 
and  Mr.  Brager  passed  away  on  October  9,  1909,  while  visiting  his  daughter 
in  Fayette  county.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  five  children, 
namely  :  Cora,  Arthur,  Aven,  Agnes  and  Annie.  The  members  of  the  family 
move  in  the  best  social  circles  in  the  community  and  among  their  friends  and 
acquaintances  they  are  held  in  high  esteem.  Mr.  Nordhus  is  numbered  among 
the  influential  citizens  of  Clermont  township  and  withholds  his  support  from 
no  movement  calculated  to  confer  benefit  on  the  community  in  any  way. 


REV.  PATRICK  S.  O’CONNOR. 

A  continuous  pastorate  of  two  decades,  during  which  an  upright,  con¬ 
sistent  life,  devoted  to  the  good  of  the  community  and  the  spiritual  welfare 
of  his  parishoners,  has  won  the  sincere  regard  and  high  esteem  of  every  one 
in  the  community,  regardless  of  religious  creed,  has  earned  for  Rev.  Patrick 
S.  O’Connor,  of  Oelwein,  a  widespread  reputation  as  one  of  the  most  suc¬ 
cessful  Catholic  priests  in  northeastern  Iowa.  Coming  to  this  point  when  the 
local  church  was  in  its  infancy,  he  went  to  work  with  enthusiasm  and  his  faith- 
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ful  and  earnest  labors  have  been  abundantly  rewarded,  the  present  congrega¬ 
tion  being  numbered  among  the  most  prosperous  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

Patrick  S.  O'Connor  was  born  at  Castlelack,  near  Bandon.  county  Cork, 
Ireland,  January  21,  1863,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Hurley)  O'Connor. 
These  parents,  who  were  farming  people  and  in  fair  financial  circumstances, 
enjoyed  the  respect  of  the  community  and  reared  a  family  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  oldest.  Patrick  S.  was  reared 
under  the  parental  roof  and  received  his  elementary  education  in  the  local  na¬ 
tional  schools,  which  he  attended  until  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  He  then 
studied  classics  in  a  private  school  at  Bandon  and  later  went  to  Skibbereen,  in 
southwestern  Ireland,  to  further  pursue  his  classical  studies.  After  nine 
months  at  Skibbereen,  the  Bandon  Classical  School  was  re-opened,  and  the 
subject  pursued  his  studies  there  one  and  a  half  years  longer.  He  then  be¬ 
came  a  student  in  St.  Finbarr's  Diocesan  College,  Cork,  where  he  graduated  in 
the  classical,  literary  and  scientific  courses.  He  had  long  previously  de¬ 
termined  to  consecrate  his  life  to  the  most  sacred  of  callings — the  ministry  of 
his  church — and  to  this  end  he  entered  the  Theological  Seminary  of  All 
Hallows,  at  Dublin,  where  the  following  four  years  were  given  to  faithful  and 
conscientious  preparation.  At  the  end  of  that  period  he  was  ordained  priest 
and  assigned  to  the  diocese  of  Dubuque.  After  a  vacation  of  eight  weeks,  he 
set  sail  from  Queenstown  September  14,  1889,  and  arrived  at  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
September  22nd  following.  After  a  few  weeks  at  Dubuque,  Father  O'Connor 
was  appointed  assistant  at  the  Cathedral,  under  Archbishop  Hennessey,  where 
he  remained  about  a  year.  In  October,  1890,  Father  O'Connor  was  ap¬ 
pointed  the  first  resident  priest  at  Oelwein,  and  has  remained  here  ever  since, 
his  pastorate  being  remarkably  successful  in  every  Way.  When  he  came  here 
the  town  had  a  population  of  less  than  a  thousand  persons  and  the  Catholic 
church  was  a  small  structure,  that  would  scarcely  accommodate  one  hundred 
persons,  while  the  ground  now  occupied  by  the  church,  school  and  parochial 
residence  was  a  mere  brush  patch.  However,  the  new  pastor  brought  with 
him  an  enthusiasm  and  energy  that  augured  well  for  the  future  and  it  was 
not  many  months  before  there  were  tangible  evidences  of  the  fruits  of  his 
labors.  A  year  after  his  arrival  a  parochial  residence  was  built,  it  being  a 
large,  well  arranged  and  comfortable  building,  costing  five  thousand  dollars. 
A  year  later  the  little  church  was  superseded  by  a  larger  one.  costing  ap¬ 
proximately  eight  thousand  dollars  and  located  immediately  north  of  the  pa¬ 
rochial  residence.  This  remained  the  church  home  of  the  congregation  until 
Tuly,  1908,  when  it  was' removed  to  First  avenue,  to  make  room  for  the  mag¬ 
nificent  building  which  is  now  in  course  of  erection.  The  new  church,  which, 
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when  completed,  will  have  cost  fifty  thousand  dollars,  has  a  fine,  substantial 
stone  foundation,  and  the  iron  work  and  girders  of  the  first  floor  alone  cost 
seven  hundred  dollars.  When  completed  the  building  will  be  one  hundred 
and  thirty-five  feet  long,  the  transepts  being  thirty-two  by  seventy-five  feet, 
and  the  building  will  seat  one  thousand  persons  comfortably  and  can  accommo¬ 
date  fourteen  hundred.  The  building  will  be  heated  by  steam,  supplied  by  two 
boilers.  The  basement  will  be  used  for  various  purposes,  a  part  being  devoted 
to  an  auditorium  seating  four  hundred  persons,  also  a  “work  room”  where  the 
records,  paraphernalia,  etc.,  will  be  kept.  There  will  also  be  toilet  rooms  and 
other  accommodations  in  connection.  It  is  the  intention  to  install  in  the  new 
building  a  library  of  at  least  two  thousand  volumes,  which  will  be  open  to  the 
use  of  all  who  may  become  members  of  the  library  association. 

In  1904  the  Sacred  Heart  school  was  erected  on  the  church  grounds,  at 
a  cost  of  twenty-five  thousand  dollars.  In  this  school,  which  has  an  average 
attendance  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  all  grades  are  taught,  from  the 
lowest  to  the  highest,  the  same  standard  of  studies  being  maintained  here  as 
in  the  public  schools.  The  school  is  free,  being  maintained  by  the  generosity 
of  the  congregation.  In  connection  therewith,  there  is  also  a  musical  direct¬ 
ress,  who  gives  instruction  in  both  vocal  and  instrumental  music.  The  con¬ 
gregation  of  the  Sacred  Heart  at  Oelwein  numbers  nearly  twelve  hundred 
souls,  being  by  far  the  largest  Catholic  church  in  Fayette  county,  and  it  has 
exerted  a  strong  and  beneficent  influence  in  the  community. 

Father  O’Connor  possesses  marked  business  and  executive  ability  and  his 
material  accomplishments  here  have  been  recognized  by  his  superiors  in  the 
church.  A  polished  gentleman,  possessing  a  warm  heart,  broad  views  and 
generous  impulses,  he  has  won  many  warm  and  loyal  friends  among  all 
classes,  who  have  not  been  slow  in  recognizing  his  personal  worth.  In  the 
pulpit,  Father  O’Connor  has  shown  great  strength,  being  a  forceful  and  effec¬ 
tive  speaker  and  an  able  sermonizer.  He  has  done  great  things  in  Oelwein 
and  the  future  holds  in  promise  still  greater  things  for  this  congregation. 


NELSON  COER  SPENCER. 

A  name  that  is  too  well  known  in  West  Union  and  Fayette  county  to  need 
extravagant  comment  here  is  that  of  Nelson  Cobb  Spencer,  a  man  who  has 
Ind  the  interests  of  his  community  at  heart  and,  while  advancing  his  individual 
interests,  has  labored  to  further  the  things  that  benefit  the  people  in  general. 
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thereby  winning  their  confidence  and  esteem;  a  man  whose  long  career  has 
been  interesting,  though  devoid  of  much  of  the  spectacular,  and  he  has  en¬ 
deavored  to  live  his  life  in  a  manner  that  would  not  give  offense  to  anyone. 

Mr.  Spencer  was  born  in  Portage,  Livingston  county,  New  York, 
September  23,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  R.  H.  and  Olivia  (Cobb)  Spencer. 
The  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  buying  land  near  West  Union;  it  was  wild  and  rough, 
but  he  improved  it  and  placed  it  under  cultivation — in  fact,  he  devoted  his 
life  to  farming.  Politically,  he  was  a  Democrat,  and  was  selected  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  people  of  his  community  on  several  occasions,  but  he  preferred  home 
life  and  spent  most  of  his  time  on  his  farm.  He  was  an  Episcopalian,  but 
there  was  no  church  of  this  denomination  here.  He  was  well  known  in  this 
part  of  the  county  and  was  regarded  as  a  fairly  successful  man  of  affairs, 
honest  and  neighborly.  His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven  years. 
The  Spencer  family  were  of  old  New  England  stock,  which  originated  in 
Europe.  When  the  family  came  to  Union  township,  this  county,  they  found 
a  sparsely  settled  community  and  much  undeveloped  land,  there  being  but 
one  store  in  West  Union. 

Olivia  Cobb  was  born  in  the  Catskill  mountains,  New  York,  in  which 
state  she  grew  to  maturity  and  married,  and  there  her  four  children  were  born, 
namely :  Laura  Shannon,  now  deceased ;  Elizabeth  Sheppard,  who  lives  in 
Texas;  Nelson  C.,  of  this  review;  Julia,  deceased.  The  mother  of  these 
children  died  when  sixty-five  years  of  age.  The  Spencer  family  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  an  immigrant  wagon  from  Illinois. 

Nelson  C.  Spencer  was  practically  an  invalid  during  his  early  boyhood 
and  his  schooling  was  interrupted,  he  having  had  scarlet  fever.  After  com¬ 
ing  to  this  county  he  assisted  in  clearing  the  home  place  and  placing  it  in 
cultivation,  this,  the  south  part  of  the  county,  then  being  known  as  Patch 
Prairie.  He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  about  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
when  he  started  in  life  for  himself,  and  he  has  never  done  anything  but  farm. 
When  he  attained  the  age  mentioned  above,  he  married  Catherine  Brewer, 
who  was  born  at  Porter  Rock,  Wisconsin,  in  October,  1846,  her  family  having 
come  to  the  Badger  state  from  New  York,  and  they  came  on  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  about  1855,  being  among  the  well  known  early  settlers  here. 

Three  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Spencer:  Fred  died  when 
eight  years  old ;  Gertrude  married  C.  L.  Chapman  and  lives  in  Union  town¬ 
ship ;  Mabel  married  C.  H.  Hidinger  and  lives  in  West  Union. 

Mr.  Spencer  still  lives  on  the  place  on  which  he  located  thirty-eight 
years  ago;  however,  on  account  of  his  advanced  years  he  rents  out  most  of 
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the  place.  He  has  been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer.  He  has  spent 
most  of  his  married  life  on  this  farm,  and  he  still  owns  a  part  of  the  old 
homestead.  He  has  a  neat  and  comfortable  home  about  two  and  one-half 
miles  from  West  Union  in  section  27,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  sub¬ 
stantial  men  of  his  community;  in  fact,  he  has  done  remarkably  well  con¬ 
sidering  his  opportunities,  handicaps  and  the  times.  He  has  never  taken  any 
part  in  public  life,  having  always  been  a  home  man.  He  is  a  well  read  man 
on  all  current  events  and  is  a  good  conversationalist,  and  well  preserved  for  a 
man  who  has  lived  out  the  psalmist’s  allotted  three  score  and  ten.  Mrs. 
Spencer  is  also  hale  and  cheerful  in  her  old  age,  and  they  are  both  highly 
esteemed  in  their  community  for  their  integrity,  kindness,  generosity  and 
hospitality. 


JAY  COOK. 

'I'he  subject  of  this  sketch  has  worthily  earned  the  proud  American  title 
of  a  self-made  man  in  that  he  began  without  inheritance  of  wealth,  present  or 
prospective,  without  the  assistance  of  influential  friends,  without  any  of  the 
adventitious  aids  which  tend  to  smooth  the  road  to  eminence ;  he  was  obliged 
to  make  his  own  way  in  the  face  of  many  obstacles  and  the  notable  success 
which  he  has  achieved  may  well  serve  as  an  inspiration  and  incentive  to  young 
men  who  still  look  to  the  future  for  the  maturing  of  their  plans  and  for  the 
reward  of  their  efforts.  He  inherited  from  his  ancestors  a  strong  and  healthy 
constitution,  well  balanced  mental  capacity  and  a  frank  and  generous  disposi¬ 
tion,  not  at  all  a  poor  endowment  with  which  to  overcome  inhospitable  en¬ 
vironment  and  make  the  most  of  such  opportunities  as  he  encountered  during 
the  formative  period  of  life,  when  so  much  depends  upon  a  proper  disposition 
of  time  and  circumstance.  Every  step  in  his  progress  has  been  the  result  of 
well  defined  purpose  and  his  continued  advancement  is  directly  attributable 
to  an  inborn  determination  which  no  discouragement  could  check  nor  any  ad¬ 
verse  circumstance  hinder.  Few  young  men  situated  as  he  was  in  early  life 
have  accomplished  so  much  in  the  same  length  of  time  and,  as  already  indi¬ 
cated,  it  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  the  following  brief  outline  of  his  career 
is  herewith  presented  as  an  incentive  to  those  whose  capital,  like  his  own, 
consists  of  a  strong  mind  in  a  strong  body  with  the  ability  and  disposition  to 
use  both  to  the  best  advantage. 

Henry  Cook,  father  of  the  subject,  was  born  December  S,  180:;,  in 
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Hagerstown,  Maryland,  and  traced  his  descent  in  a  direct  line  from  Francis 
Cook,  of  the  sturdy  Pilgrim  Fathers  who  came  to  America  in  the  “May¬ 
flower”  and  bore  an  active  and  influential  part  in  the  planting  of  the  first 
English  colony  in  the  New  World.  The  descendants  of  this  pioneei  became 
quite  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Plymouth  colony  and  later  the  name  ap¬ 
pears  frequently  in  connection  with  the  founding  and  subsequent  growth  of 
various  other  settlements  of  Massachusetts,  one  of  the  family,  Lemuel  Cook, 
great-grandfather  of  the  subject,  having  served  with  a  distinguished  record  in 
the  Revolutionary  war. 

Matilda  Cook,  wife  of  Henry  and  mother  of  the  subject,  was  a  native 
of  Franklin  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  she  was  born  February  16,  1815; 
she  too  belonged  to  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family  whose  history  in  this 
country  is  very  closely  interwoven  with  the  settlement  and  development  of  the 
county  in  which  she  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 

Jay  Cook  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  March  11,  1857,  and  spent 
his  early  life  on  a  farm  in  Illyria  township,  where,  amid  rugged  surroundings 
and  active  duties,  he  grew  to  maturity,  attending  in  the  meantime  the  public 
schools  of  Wadena.  The  training  thus  received  was  afterwards  supple¬ 
mented  by  a  course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  later  he  taught  school 
and  studied  alternately  until  the  spring  of  1880,  when  he  took  up  telegraphy 
and  within  less  than  a  year  had  made  sufficient  advancement  in  the  profession 
as  to  secure  the  position  of  operator  and  station  agent  on  the  Chicago,  Mil¬ 
waukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  which  branch  of  service  he  continued  for  a  period 
of  nine  years.  Having  early  conceived  a  decided  preference  for  the  legal  pro¬ 
fession,  he  severed  his  connection  with  the  road  at  the  expiration  of  the  time 
indicated  and  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State  University  at  Iowa 
City,  graduating  with  honors  in  the  class  of  1891. 

Mr.  Cook  immediately  thereafter  opened  an  office  at  Mason  City,  where, 
by  diligence,  tact  and  a  deep  interest  in  the  business  entrusted  to  him,  he  made 
substantial  progress  in  his  profession  and  gained  worthy  prestige  among  the 
rising  young  attorneys  of  the  local  bar.  After  success  came  there  was  no 
relaxation.  He  continued  to  be  the  untiring  student,  keeping  himself  in  close 
touch  with  his  profession,  and  as  a  result  his  business  has  continued  to  grow 
until  he  now  ranks  high  at  a  bar  long  noted  for  the  superior  order  of  its  legal 
talent,  besides  gaining  considerable  reputation  among  the  leading  lawyers  in 
other  than  his  immediate  field  of  practice.  After  three  years  at  Mason 
City,  he  removed,  in  the  summer  of  1894,  to  Oelwein,  where  he  soon  won 
recognition  as  a  safe  and  reliable  counsellor  and  successful  practitioner  and 
where  he  is  still  forging  steadily  to  the  front,  his  clientele  at  this  time  being 
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quite  extensive  and  numbering  many  of  the  wealthy  and  influential  men  of  the 
city  and  county.  Aside  from  his  chosen  calling,  Mr.  Cook  takes  an  active 
interest  in  all  efforts  to  promote  the  social  and  moral  advancement  of  the 
community,  and  as  a  citizen  is  typically  representative  of  that  large  and  emi¬ 
nently  respectable  class  to  which  the  public  looks  for  leadership  in  all  that 
makes  for  the  progress  and  permanence  of  the  body  politic. 

During  his  childhood  and  youth  Mr.  Cook  was  quite  popular  among  the 
young  people  of  his  community,  and  as  he  grew  to  manhood  rose  to  a  prom¬ 
inent  place  in  social  life,  which  position  he  still  holds.  Those  who  know  him 
best  are  lavish  in  their  praise  of  his  many  estimable  qualities,  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him,  professionally  and  otherwise,  giving  him  a  prestige  and  in¬ 
fluence  such  as  few  exert.  Fraternally,  he  is  identified  with  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  the  Knights  of 
the  Maccabees  and  the  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  in  all  of  which  orders  he 
has  been  an  active  and  prominent  worker  and  to  his  efforts  is  due  much  of 
the  success  which  the  lodges  enjoy. 

On  June  io,  1885,  Mr.  Cook  was  united  in  marriage  with  Belle  L. 
Smith,  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  who  has  borne  him  four  children,  Rollin  J., 
Ethel  B.,  Harold  B.  and  Willard  L.,  all  living  and  affording  their  parents 
many  fond  hopes  for  the  future.  Like  her  husband,  Mrs.  Cook  is  well  known 
in  the  social  life  of  Oelwein  and  popular  in  the  circles  in  which  she  moves. 


CHARLES  E.  McALAVEY. 

Each  man  to  his  occupation,  and  may  he  have  that  one  in  which  he  is  con¬ 
tented,  can  do  his  work  best,  and  make  life  comfortable  with  the  monetary 
reward.  The  livery  man  has  a  business  in  some  respects  peculiar  and  adapted 
only  to  certain  temperaments,  but  which  seems  to  appeal  to  farmers,  judging 
from  the  number  of  those  who  leave  farming  to  follow  this  business.  The 
livery  business,  like  all  others,  has  its  agreeable  and  disagreeable  sides.  The 
livery  man  is  necessarily  more  or  less  of  a  lover  of  horses  and  so  the  treatment 
which  his  horses  receive  at  the  hands  of  some  of  those  who  hire  them  must 
be  disagreeable  to  him.  Very  useful  he  is,  yet  the  traveling  man  and  the 
young  man.  Who  used  to  be  his  best  customers,  are  forsaking  him  for  the 
automobile  garage.  To  succeed  he  must  possess  a  knowledge  of  horses,  a 
knowledge  of  men,  and  must  be  a  good  manager  above  all  else.  Evidently 
Mr.  McAlavev  fills  all  of  these  requirements. 
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Charles  E.  McAlavey  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  October  28, 
1858,  the  son  of  William  and  Catharine  (Coleson)  McAlavey,  both  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  who  came  to  this  county  in  1855  and  settled  at  Mill  Grove, 
where  she  died  in  1859,  and  he  in  October,  1892,  aged  seventy-six.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are  living.  Mr.  McAlavey 
was  always  a  consistent  Democrat. 

Charles  E.  McAlavey  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  and  educated  in  the 
common  schools.  For  some  time  he  farmed,  then  engaged  in  the  livei\  busi¬ 
ness,  first  at  Norton  Center,  Kansas,  then  at  Republican  City,  Nebraska,  later 
at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  then  at  Wadena,  in  this  county,  and  has  been  in  Cler¬ 
mont  for  three  years. 

In  1884  Mr.  McAlavey  married  Minnie  Lucas,  a  native  of  Ohio,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  and  Ann  (Hagel)  Lucas,  who  came  to  Fayette  county  at  an  early 
day,  and  here  both  died.  His  married  life  has  been  very  pleasant,  and  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  daughters,  Pearl  and  Cassie. 

Mr.  McAlavey  is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  has  won  a  reputation  for  the 
character  of  the  horses  and  turn-outs  which  are  kept  in  his  stable.  He  is  a 
man  of  many  good  points  of  character  and  one  who  is  hailed  as  a  good  com¬ 
panion  by  many  citizens  of  the  county  and  passing  travelers. 


WILLIAM  A.  MAGNER. 

One  of  West  Union’s  enterprising  and  successful  merchants  is  William 
A.  Magner.  He  has  been  prominently  identified  with  industrial  enterprises 
of  considerable  scope  and  importance  and  the  name  which  he  bears  has  long- 
been  one  which  has  stood  for  progressiveness.  Owing  to  his  business  rela¬ 
tions  with  the  people  of  Fayette  county,  and  the  high  confidence  in  which  he 
is  held,  it  is  imperative  that  he  be  accorded  recognition  in  a  publication  of 
the  province  assigned  to  the  one  at  hand. 

Mr.  Magner  was  born  at  Elkport,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  March  23,  1868, 
the  son  of  Stephen  and  Honora  (Fitzgerald)  Magner,  both  natives  of  county 
Cork,  Ireland,  and  both  born  in  the  year  1830.  They  came  to  America  when 
young  and  were  married  in  Boston,  Massachusetts.  About  1855  they  came  to 
Elkport,  Iowa,  and  lived  in  that  town  until  1883,  when  they  moved  to  West 
Union  and  remained  here  four  years.  In  1887  they  moved  to  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
where  they  both  died,  the  mother  in  1903  and  the  father  in  1905.  Ten 
children  were  born  to  them,  two  of  whom  died  in  infancy  and  Robert  died 
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when  seven  years  old.  The  living  are,  Edward,  Anna,  John,  Thomas,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Stephen  and  William  A.  Edward  is  a  contractor  in  Dubuque;  Anna 
(Sister  Mary  Cyprian)  is  in  a  convent  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  John  is  in  the 
life  insurance  business  at  Spokane,  Washington;  Thomas  is  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  Denver,  Colorado;  Elizabeth  is  a  milliner  in  Dubuque;  Stephen  is 
engaged  in  the  real  estate  business  at  Lorimer,  Iowa. 

'l'he  father,  Stephen  Magner,  was  a  cabinetmaker  and  he  followed  that 
and  carpentering  throughout  his  productive  years. 

William  A.  Magner  was  educated  in  the  Elkport  and  West  Union  public 
schools  and  when  only  a  lad  he  decided  to  devote  his  life  to  the  mercantile 
business,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he  began  clerking  and  for  two  years 
remained  in  the  employ  of  John  Owens,  who  conducted  a  general  merchandise 
store.  For  four  and  one-half  years  he  was  employed  in  a  like  capacity  with 
G.  H.  Thomas  &  Sons,  during  which  time  he  mastered  the  “ins  and  outs”  of 
the  business,  then  went  on  the  road  as  a  salesman  of  dry  goods  for  a  Chicago 
wholesale  house,  remaining  with  the  same  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  giving 
the  utmost  satisfaction  and  selling  an  enormous  amount  of  goods.  Then, 
returning  to  West  Union  to  make  his  permanent  home,  he  purchased  a  half 
interest  in  the  large  mercantile  business  of  G.  H.  Thomas  &  Sons,  being  as¬ 
sociated  with  Ed.  EL  Thomas  for  six  years,  when  he  bought  out  his  partner 
and  has  been  alone  ever  since,  having  built  up  a  large  and  increasing  business, 
his  customers  coming  from  all  parts  of  the  county.  This  store  has  been  in 
constant  operation  at  its  present  site  for  over  a  half  century  and  is  one  of  the 
best  known  in  this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Magner  always  carries  a  full  and 
carefully  selected  stock  of  up-to-date  goods  and  his  store  is  neatly  arranged 
in  every  detail.  He  carries  dry  goods,  cloaks,  ladies’  and  misses’  shoes,  etc. 
He  has  a  natural  genius  for  this  line  of  business  and  has  been  very  successful. 

Mr.  Magner  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  he  has  very  ably  and  faithfully 
served  in  the  council  of  the  city  of  West  Union  for  the  past  twelve  years. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  as  were  his  ancestors.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  Oelwein  council. 

On  June  20,  1894,  Mr.  Magner  was  married  to  Helena  Wonnenberg, 
daughter  of  Henry  Wonnenberg  and  wife,  a  prominent  family  of  West 
Union,  and  to  this  union  two  children  have  been  born,  Robert,  born  May  21, 
1895,  and  Marian,  the  daughter,  born  April  24,  1899,  who  are  both  living  at 
home. 

Mr.  Magner  is  emphatically  a  self-made  man,  having  begun  his  life 
career  without  a  dollar  and  he  is  now  rated  as  one  of  the  leading  merchants 
of  Fayette  county.  He  employs  regularly  six  people  and  in  busy  seasons 
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fifteen  or  more.  He  is  a  very  pleasant  gentleman,  generous,  kind,  courteous 
and  straightforward  and  honest  in  all  his  relations  with  the  world,  consequent¬ 
ly  he  is  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  all  who  know  him. 


WILLIAM  ALLEN  DORLAND. 

The  gentleman  of  whom  the  biographer  writes  in  this  connection  is  a 
native  and  life-long  resident  of  Fayette  county  and  easily  ranks  among  the 
enterprising  business  men  and  honored  citizens  of  West  Union,  which  city 
for  a  number  of  years  has  been  his  home.  Daniel  W.  Dorland,  the  subject  s 
father,  was  born  at  Ashland.  Ohio,  in  1828.  He  married,  in  his  native  state, 
Rachel  D.  Shaffer,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Bedford  county,  Pennsylvania,  in 
1831,  and  in  the  fall  of  1851  this  couple  moved  by  team  from  Ashland,  Ohio, 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  there  being  but  one  house  in  West  Union  at  the 
time  of  their  arrival.  They  Were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  county 
and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  within  its  borders,  the  father  dying 
May  15,  1904,  after  seeing  the  country  developed  from  a  wilderness  into  one 
of  the  finest  and  most  progressive  sections  of  the  Hawkeye  state. 

D.  W.  Dorland  and  wife  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  whose  names 
are  as  follows:  George  W.,  of  Salt  Lake,  Utah;  Anna,  now  Mrs.  Robert 
Hansen,  of  Spencer,  Iowa;  William,  subject  of  this  review;  Clara  Alice,  who 
married  Ernest  Barr,  and  died  at  Oelwein,  this  county;  H.  Lincoln,  who  died 
in  1898;  James  Franklin,  of  Basin,  Montana;  Edward  Allison,  whose  home 
is  in  Minnesota;  Elizabeth  May,  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  Great  Falls, 
Montana;  Eva,  wife  of  Ed  Cole,  of  Clay  county,  Iowa,  and  Della,  who  mai- 
ried  Rufus  Turner,  and  lives  at  Spencer,  in  the  latter  state. 

William  Allen  Dorland  was  born  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  December  25, 
1856,  and  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  Ainsworth  Acad¬ 
emy.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  engaged  in  teaching,  but  after  two  years  in 
the  school  room  discontinued  the  profession  and  turned  his  attention  to  agri¬ 
cultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  with  varying  success  in  his  natn  e  count} 
for  a  period  of  nineteen  years.  In  1897  he  left  the  farm  to  engage  in  the 
real  estate  business  and  after  conducting  an  office  alone  during  the  seven  years 
ensuing,  formed,  in  1905,  a  partnership  with  H.  T.  Weed,  the  firm  thus  con¬ 
stituted  lasting  until  1909,  building  up  a  large  and  lucrath  e  business  the 
meanwhile  in  real  estate,  loans  and  insurance.  The  above  partnership  being 
dissolved  in  1909,  Mr.  Dorland  has  been  alone  since  that  }eai  and  is  now  one 
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of  the  leading  real  estate  dealers  in  Fayette  county,  his  patronage  in  the  loan 
and  insurance  business  also  being  extensive,  far-reaching  and  steadily  grow¬ 
ing  in  volume  and  importance. 

Mr.  Dorland  is  an  enterprising,  wide-awake  man  of  progressive  ideas  and 
stands  in  the  front  rank  of  those  whose  business  is  similar  to  his  own.  He 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  times  on  all  matters  of  public  interest  and  wields  a 
strong  influence  for  his  party.  At  one  time  he  was  an  aspirant  for  the  office 
of  sheriff,  hut  failed  to  secure  the  nomination  although  strongly  supported 
in  the  convention.  He  is  a  Master  Mason,  belonging  to  West  Union  Lodge 
No.  69,  and  is  also  indentified  with  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  being 
a  charter  member  of  Clermont  Camp  No.  3015. 

On  December  5,  1878,  Mr.  Dorland  and  Eva  L.  Skinner  were  united  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock,  the  wife  being  a  native  of  McHenry  county,  Illi¬ 
nois,  and  a  daughter  of  Harvey  and  Anna  Skinner.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorland 
are  the  parents  of  children  as  follows :  Blanche,  for  a  number  of  years  a 
popular  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  is  now  the  wife  of  Luther  Herrick,  of 
Anaconda,  Montana;  Max  Allen,  born  in  1880,  was  graduated  from  the  Col¬ 
lege  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  practicing  his  profession  at  Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho;  Doris  Atlanta, 
the  youngest  of  the  family,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1891,  was  graduated  from 
the  West  Union  high  school  in  1909  and  is  a  young  lady  of  intelligence  and 
culture,  with  a  bright  and  promising  future. 


CHARLES  FREMONT  CHAMBERS. 

Among  the  enterprising  men  of  West  Union  few  have  been  as  active  in 
business  circles  or  exerted  as  great  prestige  as  the  well  known  gentleman 
whose  name  appears  above.  Charles  Fremont  Chambers,  present  postmaster 
of  West  Union  and  for  many  years  variously  identified  with  the  interests  of 
the  city,  was  born  in  Lake  county,  Illinois,  December  23,  1861,  being  a  son  of 
Jed  O.  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Chambers,  both  natives  of  Binghamton,  New 
York.  The  subject’s  mother  died  when  he  was  an  infant  and  his  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  at  the  Iowa  home  about  the  year  1890,  there  being  at  this 
time  hut  three  members  of  the  original  family  living,  namely:  Myron,  of 
Waverly,  Iowa;  Mrs.  W.  B.  Shelburn,  of  Spangle,  Washington,  and  Charles 
F.,  of  this  review.  By  a  second  marriage  Jed  O.  Chambers  became  the  father 
of  quite  a  number  of  children,  all  of  whom  died  at  West  Union,  during  an 
epidemic  of  diphtheria,  which  raged  there  some  years  ago. 
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Owing  to  adverse  circumstances,  Fremont  Chambers  was  enabled  to  ob¬ 
tain  but  a  limited  training  in  the  schools  of  Portage  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
he  went  when  quite  young,  consequently  the  greater  part  of  his  education  con¬ 
sists  of  the  valuable  and  practical  kind  received  only  in  the  stern  school  of 
experience.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  became  a 
clerk  in  the  postoffice,  which  position  he  held  continuously  for  a  period  of 
thirteen  years,  during  which  time  he  served  under  C.  H.  Talmadge,  William 
McClintock  and  again  under  the  former  gentleman.  During  eight  years  of 
the  time  spent  in  the  postoffice  he  was  agent  of  the  American  Express  Com¬ 
pany,  but  resigned  the  latter  position  by  reason  of  the  conflict  in  the  issuing  of 
express  money  orders  in  an  office  of  the  United  States  government.  When 
the  telephone  was  established  at  West  Union  Mr.  Chambers  took  charge  of 
the  central  office  which  he  conducted  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  company  until 
resigning  the  position  on  account  of  removal  of  the  postoffice,  resigning  his 
position  in  the  postoffice  to  become  a  clerk  in  a  clothing  store.  After  two 
years  in  the  latter  capacity  he  was  elected,  in  1894,  county  recorder,  which 
office  he  filled  by  successive  re-election  three  terms  of  two  years  each,  declin¬ 
ing  to  stand  for  a  fourth  term,  although  assured  of  being  elected  by  the  usual 
overwhelming  maj ority . 

On  retiring  from  the  above  office  Mr.  Chambers  engaged  in  the  loan 
and  abstract  business,  which  he  conducted  with  gratifying  success  for  two 
years,  a  part  of  the  time  in  partnership  with  Morton  Blake  and  later  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  firm  of  Chambers  &  Ainsworth.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time 
indicated,  he  returned  to  the  mercantile  house  by  Which  he  was  employed 
when  elected  recorder,  and  continued  with  the  firm  as  clerk  until  elected 
cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Fayette,  which  position  he  did  not  as¬ 
sume  by  reason  of  being  appointed  postmaster  of  West  Union  a  short  time 
afterwards.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  latter  office  February  15, 
1910,  and  thus  far  has  met  with  the  high  expectations  of  his  friends  and  the 
public  in  general  and  fully  justified  the  wisdom  of  his  appointment. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  secretary  of  the  West  Union  school  board  for  several 
years,  retiring  therefrom  when  appointed  cashier  of  the  bank.  He  also  served 
two  and  a  half  years  as  city  clerk  and  it  was  during  his  term  that  the  new 
system  of  uniform  accounts  Was  established,  a  great  improvement  on  the 
former  way  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  office. 

On  November  30,  1881,  Mr.  Chambers  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Esther  J.  Rosier,  daughter  of  George  N.  and  Alice  (Gibbons)  Rosier,  early 
settlers  of  West  Union  and  members  of  a  well  known  and  highly  esteemed 
family  of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  have  two  children,  Charles 
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Blaine,  the  older,  being  assistant  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Oel- 
wein  and  a  young  man  of  excellent  business  ability.  Catharyne,  the  daughter, 
after  finishing  the  high  school  course  at  West  Union  entered  the  Iowa  State 
University,  from  which  in  due  time  she  was  graduated  with  an  honorable 
record  as  a  student  and  is  now  teacher  of  the  English  department  in  the  West 
Union  high  school.  Charles  was  also  graduated  from  the  city  high  school 
and  later  took  a  full  commercial  course  at  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  fitted  him¬ 
self  for  a  business  career.  Politically,  Mr.  Chambers  is  a  stanch  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party  and  fraternally  stands  high  in  Masonic  circles,  belonging 
to  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Unity 
Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Elgin;  Langridge  Commandery  No. 
47,  Knights  Templar,  and  De  Molay  Consistory  No.  1,  at  Clinton,  Iowa. 
He  has  been  active  and  influential  in  the  work  of  the  various  branches  of  the 
order  with  which  identified  and  at  different  times  has  held  the  most  im¬ 
portant  offices  within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-craftsmen.  Honorable  and  up¬ 
right  in  all  of  his  relations,  business,  official  and  social,  and  enjoying  to  a 
marked  degree  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public,  Mr.  Chambers  is  pop¬ 
ular  in  the  city  of  his  residence  and  has  worthily  earned  a  conspicuous  place 
among  the  representative  citizens  of  his  adopted  county. 


JOSEPH  HOBSON. 

One  of  the  early  settlers  in  Fayette  county  was  Joseph  Hobson,  late  of 
West  Union,  now  deceased.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  May,  1855,  and  after  a  few 
months  spent  in  Westfield  township  and  vicinity,  located  upon  a  farm  in 
Smithfield  township.  Here  he  built  a  residence,  improved  his  land,  and  re¬ 
sided  for  about  two  years.  He  had  for  some  years  studied  law  as  opportunity 
and  leisure  from  other  pursuits  permitted,  and  in  1856  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  this  county.  In  1857  he  removed  to  Westfield  (now  Fayette),  where 
he  taught  school,  and  later  opened  an  office  and  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law. 
In  the  fall  of  1858  he  was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  in  December 
of  that  year  removed  to  West  Union  where  he  ever  after  resided  until  his 
death,  December  15,  1893. 

Mr.  Hobson  was  horn  in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  October  17,  1823.  He 
was  the  eldest  son  and  second  child  of  John  Wainwright  Hobson  and  Abigail 
Bishop  (Scott)  Hobson.  His  father  was  horn  at  Peniston,  Yorkshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  August  22,  1794,  and  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Hobson,  of  that  place. 
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The  subject  of  this  sketch  traced  his  ancestry  back  to  his  grandfather,  Joseph 
Hobson,  of  \  orkshire,  England,  who  was  born  at  or  near  Peniston.  In  early 
life  he  was  a  woolen  manufacturer,  but  later  discontinued  this  business,  and 
subsequently  carried  on  business  at  Bullhouse  Hall,  at  farming  and  colliery 
work.  He  was  prominent  locally,  quite  successful  in  business,  full  of  enter- 
pi ise,  and  something  of  a  musician.  Joseph  Hobson  was  thrice  married; 
his  first  wife  Was  a  Wainwright  (the  grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  with  whom  he  had  one  son  and  two  daughters.  He  resided  in  that 
vicinity  all  his  life,  and  died  at  seventy-four  years  of  age,  and  was  buried  at 
Peniston  church. 

John  Wainwright  Hobson,  son  of  Joseph  Hobson,  just  referred  to,  came 
to  America  with  his  uncle,  Joseph  Wainwright,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
in  1816.  He  settled  in  Pittsburg  and  married  Abigail  Bishop  Scott,  in 
1819.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Scott,  a  paper  manufacturer,  and  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  who  subsequently  removed  to,  and  was  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of,  Fayette  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  later  located  at  Pittsburg, 
where  he  passed  the  later  years  of  his  life. 

The  mother  of  the  subject  was  of  Scotch-English  ancestry.  She  was 
born  in  New  Jersey,  April  10,  1799,  and  crossed  the  mountains  with  her 
parents  in  childhood,  when  they  removed  to  Pennsylvania.  She  resided  in 
Fayette  county,  in  that  state,  nearlv  all  her  life,  and  died  at  Connellsville  in 
1883. 

John  Wainwright  Hobson  was  stricken  with  Asiatic  cholera  during  the 
prevalence  of  that  epidemic,  and  died  August  14,  1834,  at  Pittsburg,  after  a 
sickness  of  a  few  hours. 

The  son,  bereft  of  his  father  at  the  early  age  of  eleven  years,  obtained 
such  education  as  the  times  afforded  and  limited  means  could  command. 
Public  schools  as  we  now  know  them  being  few  in  number,  if  any,  at  that 
time,  he  was  compelled  to  depend  upon  such  opportunities  for  securing  an 
education  as  were  afforded  by  private  tutors  and  his  own  endeavors.  He 
was  always  fond  of  reading,  a  good  student,  with  a  strong  memory,  and  by 
the  time  he  arrived  at  mature  life  had  a  wide  range  of  knowledge,  covering- 
history,  literature,  politics,  and  general  information.  In  early  boyhood  he  was 
apprenticed  to  a  cabinetmaker,  but,  not  liking  that  avocation,  learned  the 
carpenter’s  trade.  In  the  autumn  of  1848  he  removed  to  Connellsville,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  where  he  was  employed  at  his  trade,  and  was  for  a  short  time  a 
partner  in  a  foundry  business.  In  the  spring  of  1853  he  removed  to  Cleve¬ 
land,  Ohio,  where  he  had  charge  of  extensive  building  operations  in  connec- 
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tion  with  his  brother-in-law,  the  late  John  B.  Ingham,  of  Allegheny  City. 
Between  the  time  he  located  at  Cleveland,  and  his  arrival  in  Iowa,  he  resided 
for  a  short  time  in  Sanilac  county,  Michigan. 

V  competent  observer,  who  had  known  Mr.  Hobson  intimately  foi  many 
years,  said  of  him  “that  he  never  knew  a  man  who  excelled  him  in  his  ability 
to  get  along  with  men  in  his  employ,  or  one  for  whom  men  would  willingly 
do  more  than  for  him.”  His  varied  experience  well  fitted  him  for  his  work 
in  the  future.  He  entered  upon  the  duties  of  the  clerk’s  office  when  the 
county  was  new,  and  many  of  our  modern  methods  and  aids  to  officials  were 
unknown,  or  even  unthought  of.  During  his  incumbency  of  the  office,  ex¬ 
tending  from  January,  1859,  to  January,  1869,  he  applied  to  the  office  that 
system  which  early  gave  to  it  the  orderly  and  business-like  methods  which 
have  ever  since  been  employed,  and  which  distinguish  the  clerk’s  office  to  the 
present  time,  as  one  of  the  best  kept  and  managed  offices  of  its  kind  in  the 
state. 

During  the  years  of  the  Rebellion — 1861  to  1865  theie  was  no  bank  01 
railway  in  the  county,  and  the  express  business  was  done  by  stage  coaches,  01 
by  private  messengers,  between  West  Union  and  the  terminal  of  the  railroad. 
Mr.  Hobson  was  during  all  this  period  designated  by  the  soldiers  in  the  field 
as  the  consignee  of  funds  sent  by  them  to  their  families  at  home  and  many 
thousands  of  dollars  were  sent  to  him  for  distribution,  and  by  him  delivered  to 
the  designated  beneficiaries,  without  expense  for  services  rendered  by  him. 
During  this  trying  period  he  was  ever  active  and  vigilant  in  1  endei  ing  such 
services  as  he  could  in  befriending  the  families  of  the  soldieis  at  home,  in  sus 
taining  the  soldiers  at  the  front,  and  in  upholding  the  government  in  its  efforts 
to  suppress  the  Rebellion.  Next  to  the  soldier  in  the  field  is  the  need  of  the 
loyal  friend  and  supporter  at  home.  Each  in  his  own  way  equally  important, 
although  one  is  at  the  seat  of  carnage,  and  in  daily  peril,  while  the  other,  re¬ 
mote  from  the  danger  of  disease  and  battle,  by  his  co-operation  helps  to  make 
the  success  of  the  soldiers  possible.  Few  who  have  not  given  the  matter 
thought,  can  conceive  how  necessary'  to  the  welfare  and  success  of  the  soldiei 
at  the  front  is  the  earnest  support  of  the  great  army  of  loyal  men  and  women 
who  by  their  voluntary  efforts  sustained  and  encouraged  the  forces  in  the 
field.  Many  were  the  acts  of  kindness  performed,  and  numeious  the  sacri¬ 
fices  made,  by'  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  in  that  trying  ordeal  of  which  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  speak ;  sufficient  it  is  to  say  that  at  all  times,  by 
speech,  act,  and  purse,  he  loyally  upheld  the  efforts  of  the  government  to 
suppress  the  Rebellion. 
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Upon  retiring  from  the  clerk’s  office,  Mr.  Hobson  was  elected  to  the 
thirteenth  General  Assembly  of  Iowa,  and  served  as  a  member  of  that  body 
in  1870.  In  that  year  he  was,  without  solicitation  on  his  part,  appointed  as¬ 
sessor  of  United  States  internal  revenue  for  the  third  congressional  district  of 
Iowa,  and  served  efficiently  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  officials  in 
charge  of  the  department  until  May,  1873,  at  which  time  the  office  expired 
by  limitation  and  the  duties  connected  with  it  merged  with  those  of  collector 
of  internal  revenue.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  his  services  as  assessor  he  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  commissioner  of  internal  revenue,  at  Washington,  D.  C., 
strong  commendation  of  the  manner  in  which  the  office  had  been  conducted 
during  his  incumbency. 

Joseph  Hobson  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Fayette  County  National 
Bank  in  1872,  and  was  its  first  and  only  president  until  his  resignation  as 
such  in  December,  1887.  He  also  served  as  vice-president  of  the  Fayette 
County  Savings  Bank,  from  its  organization,  in  1875,  until  December,  1887. 
Much  of  the  early  success  of  each  of  these  financial  institutions  was  due  to 
the  business  ability  and  integrity  of  Mr.  Hobson,  to  his  extensive  acquaintance 
and  to  the  personal  confidence  the  people  reposed  in  him  after  an  acquaintance 
extending  over  so  many  years.  He  served  as  mayor  of  West  Union  for  two 
years,  and  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  that  town  for  twelve  years. 
He  was  active  in  encouraging  all  public  enterprises  and  liberal  in  aiding  them. 
He  had  been  a  resident  of  the  county  many  years  before  the  advent  of  a  rail¬ 
road,  and  when  a  prospect  of  obtaining  one  presented  itself,  he  was  earnest 
in  his  advocacy  of  the  measure  and  contributed  liberally  of  his  time  and 
means  to  secure  it. 

The  present  generation  knows  nothing  of  the  disadvantages  of  living  in 
a  county  destitute  of  these  necessities,  but  take  them  as  a  matter  of  course. 
The  pioneers  of  fifty  years  ago  obtained  them  by  voting  taxes  and  donating 
money  to  build  them,  and  the  community  was  satisfied  if  it  could  secure  rail¬ 
road  accommodations  by  contributing  liberally  to  their  construction. 

Politically,  Mr.  Hobson  was  originally  a  Whig,  and  later  a  Republican. 
He  often  alluded  with  pride  to  the  fact  that  he  cast  his  first  vote  for  President 
for  Henry  Clay,  and  made  a  long  journey  by  stage-coach  to  reach  his  voting 
precinct  for  this  purpose.  Upon  his  arrival  in  Iowa,  he  took  an  active  part 
in  politics.  He  had  speaking  talent  of  a  high  order  and  for  many  years  was 
prominent  in  convention  work  and  as  a  political  speaker.  Perhaps  he  made 
more  political  speeches  in  the  county  than  any  other  man  who  has  lived  in  it. 
His  fund  of  facts,  and  acquaintance  with  history,  literature,  and  politics,  com- 
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binecl  with  the  happy  faculty  of  always  being  able  to  illustrate  his  point  with 
an  appropriate  story,  well  told,  enabled  him  to  entertain  and  instruct  an 
audience. 

Mr.  Hobson  was  married  at  Sharpsburg,  Pennsylvania,  April  15,  1847, 
to  Elizabeth  Baker,  daughter  of  James  and  Rachel  (Wigfield,  sometimes 
erroneously  written  Wakefield)  Baker.  She  was  born  at  Bakerstown,  Alle¬ 
gheny  county,  Pennsylvania,  June  16,  1825,  that  village  having  been  founded 
by  her  family,  one  of  the  earliest  to  settle  in  western  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Hobson  was  a  woman  of  strong  common  sense,  unusual  force  of  character, 
untiring  energy  and  industry,  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  of  which  she  was  a  life-long  member,  and  an  efficient  laborer  in 
societies  connected  therewith,  and  was  highly  esteemed  Wheie  she  so  long 
resided.  She  was  from  among  that  best  of  human-kind,  the  intelligent  home¬ 
builder,  the  affectionate  wife  and  mother,  and  in  her  life  she  proved  an  ex¬ 
emplar  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  best  and  highest  welfare  of  the  family  and  the 
home.  She  died  in  her  eighty-fourth  year,  on  April  15,  1909,  the  anniversary 
of  her  marriage. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson  were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  age.  Leta,  a  daughter,  died  in  infancy,  and  Loyd,  a  son,  died 
in  his  eighth  year.  Joseph  B.  Hobson  graduated  at  the  United  States  Naval 
Academy  with  honor,  and  remained  in  the  service  until  after  he  attained  the 
rank  of  lieutenant,  when  he  resigned.  While  he  was  in  the  navy  he  visited 
Japan,  Australia,  France,  South  America,  England,  Italy  and  other  countries 
and  many  of  the  islands  of  the  sea.  Frank  Hobson  and  Leroy  T.  Hobson 
founded  the  Argo  at  West  Union,  recently  merged  With  the  Gazette,  and  at 
this  time  conducted  under  the  name  of  the  Argo-Gazette,  and  published  the 
paper  successfully  for  many  years.  Frank  Hobson  bad  talent  of  a  high  order 
as  a  newspaper  man,  and  was  a  public  spirited  citizen.  1  he  columns  of  the 
Argo  will  show  that  he  zealously  advocated  every  measure  calculated  for  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community  and  the  city.  The  mechanical  department  was 
efficiently  managed  by  L.  T.  Hobson,  who  was  accomplished  in  everything 
necessary  to  the  printer's  art.  Sickness  in  the  family  of  Frank  Hobson,  in  the 
person  of  bis  only  child,  and  his  subsequent  death,  necessitated  the  disposing 
of  the  property,  and  the  removal  of  the  father  to  Oklahoma,  where  he  now 
resides. 

The  surviving  daughters  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobson  are  each  married. 
Ella  married  PL  I.  McGuire,  and  resides  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Fannie  Eliza¬ 
beth  married  C.  W.  Knickerbocker,  M.  D.,  and  resides  at  Cedar  Falls,  Iowa. 
L.  T.  Hobson  and  A.  N.  Hobson  reside  at  West  Union,  Iowa. 
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DAVID  L.  DORLAND. 

One  of  the  gallant  “boys  in  blue”  and  a  son  of  the  Buckeye  state  is  David 
L.  Dorland,  who  has  a  large  and  well  patronized  livery  and  feed  stable  in 
West  Union,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  August  29, 
1839,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Cornelius  and  Elizabeth  (Long)  Dorland,  natives 
of  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  who  came  to  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  in  1855,  locating 
on  a  farm  on  Hewitt  creek,  near  Volga.  The  father  enlisted  in  the  cause  of 
his  country,  in  Company  H,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he 
died  of  a  disease  contracted  while  in  the  service,  his  death  occurring  at  Jeffer¬ 
son  Barracks,  St.  Louis.  Previous  to  his  enlistment  he  had  sold  his  first  farm 
and  had  bought  another  in  Illyria  township,  Layette  county,  and  on  this  his 
widow  and  children  lived  until  after  the  war,  when  they  moved  to  Wadena, 
thence  to  West  Union,  where  she  died  at  the  home  of  her  son,  David  L.,  of 
this  review.  Ten  children  had  been  born  to  these  parents,  namely:  James, 
who  was  killed  in  the  army ;  David  L.,  of  this  review  ;  Mary  Haynes ;  Margaret 
Ann,  Cornelius,  George,  Samantha,  Hidinger,  William  and  Garrett.  Besides 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  the  only  ones  living  are  Cornelius,  Elizabeth  and 
William.  Live  sons  emulated  the  patriotic  example  of  their  father  in  this 
family  and  gave  their  services  to  the  Union  during  the  Civil  war,  all  except 
Cornelius  being  in  Iowa  regiments.  After  serving  from  August,  1862,  until 
August,  1865,  David  L.  returned  to  his  maternal  home  and  engaged  in  team¬ 
ing  for  William  Larrabee,  hauling  flour  from  the  Clermont  Mills  to  markets 
elsewhere,  his  home  having  been  in  Clermont  at  that  time.  He  then  moved  to 
West  Union  and  continued  teaming  for  several  years,  hauling  produce  to 
McGregor  and  returning  with  merchandise,  this  being  before  the  days  of  rail¬ 
roads  in  this  locality.  Mr.  Dorland  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  West 
Union  for  three  years,  and  he  was  on  a  farm  for  three  years.  Selling  his 
farm,  he  returned  to  West  Union  and  for  five  years  was  in  the  saloon  busi¬ 
ness,  retiring  from  the  same  when  the  prohibition  amendment  passed.  He 
then  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  which  he  still  continues,  having  built  up  a 
very  satisfactory  patronage;  in  fact,  he  has  met  with  a  reasonable  degree  of 
success  in  all  his  business  enterprises,  having  worked  hard  and  managed  his 
affairs  in  an  honest  manner. 

Mr.  Dorland  was  married  on  July  4,  1862,  to  Laura  Jane  Smith,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Millard  Smith,  a  very  early  settler  of  Layette  county.  One  daughter 
was  born  to  this  union,  Ida,  now  Mrs.  Lewis  Lloyd. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dorland  reared  two  children  other  than  their  own:  Leo, 
taken  when  three  years  old,  and  who  is  now  operating  an  electric  theater  in 
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West  Union,  is  married  and  has  five  children ;  he  lived  with  his  foster  par¬ 
ents  until  twenty-one  years  old.  Hattie  Bowser  has  lived  in  the  family  from 
infancy,  and  is  now  twenty-seven  years  old. 

Mr.  Borland  owns  his  barn  and  livery  equipment  and  also  a  nice  residence 
property  in  West  Union.  He  has  eleven  head  of  suitable  driving  horses  and 
proper  vehicles  for  their  use,  in  fact,  everything  that  goes  to  make  up  a  mod¬ 
ern  livery  stable.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and,  politically,  is  a  Republican. 


WALTER  H.  BEALL. 

By  a  life  consistent  in  motive  and  action  and  because  of  many  commend¬ 
able  personal  attributes,  Walter  H.  Beall,  publisher  of  the  West  Union  Argo- 
Gazette,  has  earned  the  sincere  regard  of  all  who  know  him,  and  because  of 
his  prominence  in  the  public,  business  and  social  life  of  Fayette  county,  his 
name  needs  no  introduction  here.  He  was  born  in  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa,  October 
20,  1871.  His  father,  Ithamer  S.  Beall,  of  Pennsylvania  parentage  and  Mary¬ 
land  stock,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  came  to  Ringgold  county,  Iowa,  in  1856. 
His  mother,  Charlotte  Swan,  of  Massachusetts  stock  and  parentage,  was  born 
in  Maine  and  came  to  Ringgold  county  in  1857.  They  were  married  in  1858, 
and  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  the  eldest  daughter  died 
in  infancy;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Moffatt  and  R.  S.  Beall  live  at  Mt.  Ayr,  Iowa;  and 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  in  or  near  that  town  practically  all  his  life 
until  he  located  in  West  Union  in  March,  1907.  R.  S.  Beall  died  in  1876, 
and  his  widow  still  resides  at  Mt.  Ayr. 

Walter  H.  Beall  was  educated  in  the  country  and  Mt.  Ayr  town  schools, 
and  spent  three  years  in  Simpson  College  at  Indianola,  but  did  not  graduate. 
A  year,  1891-2,  between  two  years  at  college  was  spent  in  Des  Moines  as 
stenographer,  and  in  June,  1893,  he  was  taken  into  partnership  by  his  brother 
in  the  business  of  publishing  the  Mt.  Ayr  Weekly  News,  a  paper  established 
by  T.  F.  Armstrong  a  year  before,  their  mother  supplying  the  means  for  the 
venture.  Neither  of  the  brothers  had  previous  experience  in  the  business, 
but  Walter  H.  has  never  followed  any  other  line  of  business  than  that  of 
a  local  newspaper  since  he  first  embarked  therein.  He  was  responsible  for 
the  organization  of  the  Southwestern  Iowa  Editorial  Association  (now  the 
Southern  Iowa  Editorial  Association),  proposing  the  idea  and  enlisting  the 
co-operation  of  other  editors  of  that  town  in  inviting  the  newspaper  men  of 
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southwestern  Iowa  to  come  to  Mt.  Ayr  and  organize,  which  was  done  in 
1901.  In  1894  the  News  was  changed  to  a  semi-weekly  and  so  continued  for 
thirteen  years  under  the  name  Twice-a-lVeek  News,  enjoying  fair  prosperity, 
which  greatly  increased  111  i905_6~7’  until  an  advantageous  sale  was  made 
and  the  business  disposed  of  March  1,  1907.  R.  S.  Beall  had  retired  from 
the  firm  in  1899,  the  younger  brother  conducting  the  business  from  that  time 

until  he  sold  the  paper  eight  years  later. 

A  business  visit  to  West  Union  in  1905  impressed  Mr.  Beall  with  the 
merits  of  the  community,  and  three  days  after  he  gave  up  possession  of  the 
News  at  Mt.  Ayr  he  was  in  West  Union,  owning  the  Argo  and  engaged  in 
its  publication,  in  which  he  has  since  continued.  The  Argo  was  founded  in 
1881  by  Hobson  Brothers.  In  April,  1910,  he  purchased  the  Gazette, 
founded  in  1867  by  Charles  H.  Talmadge,  combining  the  two  undei  the  title 
Arg o-Gazette.  He  has  rendered  it  a  potent  factor  in  shaping  public  opinion 
and  in  fostering  such  movements  as  make  for  the  general  good  of  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Mr.  Beall  is  a  Republican,  with  a  firm  belief  in  progressive  policies,  and 
has  taken  a  more  or  less  active  part  in  the  politics  ever  since  1899.  He  has 
never  aspired  to  office,  his  sole  ambition  being  to  be  known  as  the  publisher 
of  a  first-class  local  newspaper.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Fayette  county 
Republican  committee. 

Mr.  Beall  w^as  married  June  30,  1897,  to  Maude  Talley,  also  the  child 
of  pioneer  people  of  Ringgold  county,  B.  F.  and  Sarah  C.  (Kellei)  Talley. 
Mr.  Talley  died  in  September,  1907,  Mrs.  Talley  now  residing  in  West  Union. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beall  have  an  adopted  son,  Laurence,  born  in  1899.  A  pre¬ 
vious  foster  son,  Harold,  died  in  1905.  Mrs.  Beall’s  nephew,  Tru  Talley, 
also  made  his  home  with  them  during  the  first  six  years  of  their  manied  life. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Beall  have  both  been  members  of  the  Methodist  church  since 
childhood.  Mrs.  Beall  carries  much  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Argo  man¬ 
agement,  being  as  familiar  with  the  conduct  of  a  country  newspaper  as  is  her 

husband. 

By  close  application  to  business  and  judicious  management,  he  has  made 
the  Argo-Gazette  one  of  the  best  papers  of  its  type  in  eastern  Iow^a.  Its  col¬ 
umns  teem  with  the  brightest  and  best  news  of  the  day,  and  its  mechanical  ap¬ 
pearance  is  all  that  could  be  desired.  It  has  been  rendeied  valuable  as  an 
advertising  medium,  and  its  circulation  is  rapidly  increasing.  Mr.  Beall  is 
known  to  be  a  man  of  high  integrity  and  honor  and  is  deseiving  of  the  high 
esteem  which  is  freely  accorded  him  by  every  one,  having  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  all. 
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MILTON  O.  MUSSER. 

Holding  worthy  prestige  among  the  representative  business  men  of  West 
Union  and  distinctively  the  leading  merchant  of  the  city,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  has  made  his  influence  felt  in  business  circles  and,  though  comparatively 
a  young  man,  he  has  already  forged  to  the  front  as  a  leader  in  all  that  makes 
for  the  general  welfare  of  the  community.  Milton  O.  Musser  is  a  native  of 
the  grand  old  Keystone  state,  which  has  furnished  the  West  with  so  many 
men  of  ability  and  sterling  worth,  being  the  youngest  of  seven  children,  whose 
parents,  Daniel  A.  and  Lydia  (Schneffier)  Musser,  were  also  born  and  reared 
in  that  commonwealth.  Daniel  A.  Musser,  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in 
Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  was  by  occupation  a  farmer  and  miller,  owning 
at  one  time  two  flouring-mills  and  saw-mills;  he  also  dealt  very  largely  in 
lumber,  grain  and  coal,  besides  manufacturing  cement  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale.  In  addition  to  the  above  interests,  he  purchased  from  time  to  time  large 
tracts  of  unimproved  land,  the  timber  from  which  he  manufactured  into  lum¬ 
ber,  this  with  his  other  enterprises  proving  remunerative  and  making  him  one 
of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county.  He  was  much  more  than  ordinarily  ener¬ 
getic  and  successful  and  everything  to  which  he  turned  his  attention  appeared 
to  prosper.  A  man  of  affairs  and  public  spirited  in  all  the  term  implies,  he 
took  an  active  interest  in  political  matters  and  was  twice  honored  by  being 
elected  treasurer  of  Center  county,  besides  filling  various  other  positions  of 
honor  and  trust.  He  departed  this  life  on  June  30,  1880,  leaving  a  widow  and 
five  children  to  mourn  his  loss,  the  names  of  the  latter  being  F.  Pierce  Musser, 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Journal ,  published  at  Milheim,  Pennsylvania; 
Juniata,  wife  of  A.  Walter,  cashier  of  the  Milheim  Banking  Company;  Mrs. 

I  .  R.  Stamm,  of  West  Union,  Iowa  (see  sketch)  ;  H.  Clymer,  a  traveling 
salesman  living  at  Waterloo,  this  state,  and  Milton  O.,  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Milton  O.  Musser  was  born  in  February,  1870,  at  Milheim,  Center 
county,  Pennsylvania,  and  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  native  town, 
receiving  his  educational  discipline  in  the  schools  of  the  same.  At  the  age  of 
thirteen  he  began  his  business  career  as  bookkeeper  with  the  Milheim  Bank- 
ing  Company,  a  position  he  filled  with  ability  and  credit  for  a  period  of  five 
years,  when  he  resigned  with  the  object  in  view  of  improving  his  fortune  in 
the  west.  Coming  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  in  1890,  he  entered  the  employ  of 
his  brother-in-law,  T.  R.  Stam,  with  whom  he  remained  three  years,  at  the 
expiration  of  which  time  he  and  his  brother,  H.  C.  Musser,  purchased  the  only 
exclusive  shoe  business  in  the  city  which  they  conducted  as  partners  during 
the  six  years  ensuing. 


MILTON  O.  MUSSER. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1225 


Disposing  of  his  interest  in  the  business  to  his  brother  at  the  end  of  the 
time  indicated,  Mr.  Musser  bought  the  dry  goods  store  of  T.  R.  Stain,  of 
which  he  is  still  proprietor  and  which,  as  stated  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  is 
the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  city  and  second  to  few  in  the  north¬ 
eastern  part  of  the  state.  The  building  in  which  this  extensive  and  rapidly 
growing  business  is  conducted  is  one  hundred  and  ten  by  twenty-five  feet  in 
area,  with  basement  under  the  entire  floor,  the  various  departments  being 
thoroughly  equipped  with  modern  conveniences  and  especially  adapted  to  the 
end  which  they  are  intended  to  subserve.  Mr.  Musser  handles  full  lines  of 
everything  demanded  in  the  dry  goods  trade,  also  complete  stocks  of  ladies’ 
cloaks  and  other  wearing  apparel,  men's  clothing,  boots,  shoes  and  furnishing 
goods,  notions,  etc.,  all  carefully  selected  and  calculated  to  satisfy  the  most 
critical  and  exacting.  The  services  of  five  clerks  are  required  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  numerous  patrons  and  the  business,  quite  extensive  when  the 
present  proprietor  took  charge,  has  greatly  increased  under  his  efficient  man¬ 
agement,  not  the  least  of  his  success  being  his  efforts  to  please  and  the  true 
courtesy  which  he  manifests  not  only  in  his  relations  with  customers,  but  at 
all  times  and  under  all  circumstances. 

Mr.  Musser  possesses  business  ability  of  a  high  order,  which  he  displays 
in  buying  as  well  as  in  selling,  and  being  satisfied  with  legitimate  gains  he  has 
never  ventured  into  any  kind  of  speculation  or  adopted  schemes  which,  how¬ 
ever  attractive,  never  appealed  to  his  sense  of  justice.  He  has  pursued  a 
straightforward,  honorable  course,  treating  all  who  patronize  him  with  im¬ 
partial  fairness  and  ever  keeping  in  view  the  reciprocity  of  interests  which 
must  obtain  between  tradesman  and  patron  if  true  success  is  to  be  attained. 
Since  coming  to  West  Union  he  has  won  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people  of  the  community  and  his  continued  advancement  in  their  good  graces 
attest  the  confidence  with  which  he  is  regarded  by  the  public. 

Mr.  Musser  was  married  in  the  month  of  April,  1892,  to  Ella  G.  Finch, 
daughter  of  Benoni  W.  and  Mary  E.  (Butler)  Finch,  the  families  of  both  par¬ 
ents  being  among  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Finch  died  in  1909, 
leaving  a  widow  who  is  still  living  and  three  children,  viz :  Gilbert  B.,  of 
Oklahoma  City;  Margaret,  now  Mrs.  Earl  Branch,  of  West  Union,  and  the 
wife  of  the  subject.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Musser  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Paul,  who  was  born  May  30,  1903.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Musser  is  a  Republican  and  his  fraternal  relations  are  represented  by  the  order 
of  Royal  Neighbors,  a  secret  society  founded  upon  the  principles  of  mutual 
protection,  the  cultivation  of  the  social  instinct  and  life  insurance,  his  wife 
being  a  member  of  the  same  order. 
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J.  M.  BURNSIDE. 

One  of  the  influential  citizens  of  Waucoma,  Fayette  county,  is  the  gen¬ 
tleman  to  whose  career  the  attention  of  the  reader  is  now  directed,  who  is  a 
leading  druggist  of  the  county.  A  man  of  excellent  endowments  and  up¬ 
right  character,  he  has  been  a  valued  factor  in  local  affairs  and  has  ever  com¬ 
manded  unequivocal  confidence  and  esteem,  being  loyal  to  the  upbuilding  of 
his  community  and  ever  vigilant  in  his  efforts  to  further  the  iuteiests  of  his 
city  along  material,  moral  and  civic  lines. 

T.  M.  Burnside  was  born  in  Franklinville,  McHenry  county,  Illinois, 
July  29,  1851,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Olive  M.  Burnside,  an  ex¬ 
cellent  old  family  of  McHenry  county.  The  father  was  born  on  March  21, 
1821,  at  Oneonta,  Otsego  county,  New  York,  and  the  mother  was  born  at 
Smithport,  Pennsylvania. 

When  young  in  years,  J.  M.  Burnside  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
he  has  spent  the  major  portion  of  his  life  at  Waucoma,  having  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  here.  When  a  mere  boy  he  decided  to  devote  his  life 
work  to  the  drug  business,  and  he  began  in  this  line  in  1873  and  has  been 
in  the  trade  continuously  ever  since,  being  one  of  the  best  known  druggists 
in  this  and  adjoining  counties.  He  has  a  neat,  well  arranged  and  well  kept 
store,  always  carefully  stocked  ‘with  a  choice  line  of  drugs,  sundries  and 
everything  that  a  modern  drug  store  carries,  and  he  has  long  enjoyed  a  very 
liberal  trade  with  towns  and  surrounding  country. 

On  February  22,  1876,  Mr.  Burnside  married  Etta  Stine,  daughter  of 
S.  H.  and  Lavona  Stine,  a  highly  respected  and  well  established  family  of 
Waucoma.  Mr.  Burnside’s  family  by  his  first  wife  consisted  of  three  chil¬ 
dren.  namely :  E.  Winfield,  Lottie  and  George  Harold,  the  latter  being  de¬ 
ceased.  His  first  wife  dying  in  1885,  Mr.  Burnside  married  Etta  L.  Talcott, 
in  1886.  She  is  the  daughter  of  F.  H.  and  Almira  Talcott,  a  well  known 
family  of  Illyria  township,  this  county,  and  two  children  have  been  born  to 
this  union,  Deane  C.  and  Chester  M. 

Politically,  Mr.  Burnside  is  a  Republican.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
board  of  county  supervisors,  having  been  appointed  after  the  death  of  Supei- 
visor  Wells,  and  he  was  elected  twice,  thus  serving  seven  years  and  one  month 
in  a  very  acceptable  manner.  The  most  important  work  done  while  he  was  a 
member  of  the  board  was  the  building  of  the  county  home  in  connection  with 
the  county  poor  farm. 

Mr.  Burnside  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Waucoma  in  1873  and  he 
held  the  same  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  department  and  the  people  until 
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CleYeland’s  first  election,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  J.  J.  Krom.  Mr.  Burn¬ 
side  was  again  appointed  on  June  21,  1889,  and  continued  in  office  until  in 
August,  1893.  He  held  the  office  of  township  clerk  for  several  years  and  he 
has  been  secretary  of  the  school  board  for  thirty-three  years,  during  which 
time  he  has  done  much  for  the  cause  of  education  in  this  community ;  in  fact, 
whatever  tends  to  the  betterment  in  any  way  of  Waucoma  and  vicinity  his 
ready  support  may  be  depended  upon. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Burnside  is  a  member  of  Standard  Lodge  No.  351. 
Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Adelphia  Chapter  No.  113,  Royal  Arch 
Masons  ;  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar.  In  all  of  these 
he  takes  much  more  than  a  passing  interest. 


JAMES  ALEXANDER  ILIFF. 

No  name  in  the  county  of  Fayette  is  better  known  than  that  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  review.  The  family  to  which  he  belongs  has  been  connected  with 
this  part  of  Iowa  ever  since  the  country  was  opened  for  settlement  and  for 
over  a  half  century  its  representatives  have  been  actively  identified  with  the 
development  and  prosperity  of  the  respective  localities  honored  by  their  resi¬ 
dence.  The  first  of  the  family  of  this  name  to  migrate  to  Iowa  was  Valen¬ 
tine  Iliff,  who  moved  his  family  from  Ohio  in  1848  and  settled  near  the  pres¬ 
ent  site  of  Eldorado,  where  his  death  occurred  four  years  later.  Benjamin 
Iliff,  son  of  Valentine,  accompanied  his  father  \vest,  although  married  at  the 
time,  his  wife,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  having  formerly  been  Alvina  Morrison. 

Benjamin  and  Alvina  Iliff  had  three  children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  Jas¬ 
per  NT.  Iliff,  is  the  present  county  surveyor  of  Hamilton  county,  Iowa,  and 
official  engineer  of  Webster  City.  James  Alexander,  of  this  review,  is  the 
second  of  the  family,  the  youngest  being  Mrs.  Susan  Paulson,  of  Los  Angeles, 
California.  Mrs.  Iliff  dying  in  November,  1852,  Mr.  Iliff  married  a  second 
time  the  following  year,  the  latter  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  ten  children, 
only  three  of  whom  are  living,  namely,  Ira,  George  and  Iva ;  the  father  de¬ 
parted  this  life  in  1869. 

James  Alexander  Iliff,  whose  birth  occurred  on  April  13,  1850,  claims 
to  be  the  first  white  child  born  within  the  present  limits  of  Fayette  county, 
although  others  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  claim,  but  sufficient  proofs  have  never 
been  adduced  to  invalidate  the  honor  to  which  the  subject  is  undeniably  en¬ 
titled.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  oldest,  if  not  the 
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oldest,  native  resident  of  the  county,  and  has  seen  the  country  developed  from 
a  wilderness  into  one  of  the  finest  and  most  prosperous  sections  of  a  state 
which  in  all  that  constitutes  an  advanced  civilization  is  not  exceeded  by  any 
other  commonwealth  in  the  union.  Mr.  Iliff  was  reared  on  the  family  home¬ 
stead,  which  he  helped  clear  and  reduce  to  cultivation  and  as  opportunities 
afforded  attended  the  district  schools  until  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  such 
branches  as  were  then  taught.  On  attaining  his  majority,  he  severed  home 
ties  and  took  a  homestead  at  Spirit  Lake,  but  the  meanwhile  (1868)  went  to 
Kansas,  where  he  remained  about  one  year  attending  Lane  University. 

Mr.  Jliff’s  experience  on  his  claim  at  Spirit  Lake  was  by  no  means  en¬ 
couraging,  the  destruction  of  two  successive  crops  by  grasshoppers  rendering 
the  land  practically  worthless  and  inducing  him  to  dispose  of  it  in  1876  for 
what  he  could  get.  Returning  to  West  Union  that  year,  he  has  made  this  city 
his  home  ever  since,  but  in  the  meantime  he  has  given  his  attention  to  various 
lines  of  enterprise  and  met  with  success  in  his  business  affairs.  For  about 
sixteen  years  he  operated  a  well-drilling  outfit,  in  connection  with  which  he 
also  sold  pumps  and  wind-mills  and  did  a  very  extensive  business  in  Fayette 
and  adjoining  counties.  During  the  last  fifteen  years  he  has  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  working  insurance,  building  up  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage 
in  the  latter  and  achieving  a  wide  reputation  as  an  enterprising  and  honorable 
business  man.  Each  spring  season  for  a  number  of  years  he  has  given  his 
attention  to  the  manufacture  of  maple  sugar,  which  he  makes  and  sells  in 
large  quantities  and  in  the  fall  does  a  very  successful  business  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  sorghum  molasses. 

Mr.  Iliff  has  a  fine  home  in  the  southern  part  of  West  Union  and  is  well 
situated  to  enjoy  the  many  material  comforts  and  blessings  which  he  has  pro¬ 
vided  for  himself  and  family.  He  was  married  on  the  28th  of  October,  1875, 
to  Sarah  Ellen  Clark,  daughter  of  Lookings  and  Mary  (Kinney)  Clark,  who 
in  an  early  day  settled  in  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  where  they  spent 
the  remainder  of  their  days,  both  dying  a  number  of  years  ago.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Iliff  have  eight  living  children  and  three  dead;  of  the  former,  Royal  C., 
who  is  the  oldest,  is  in  the  rural  mail  service  with  headquarters  at  West 
Union.  He  is  married  and  the  father  of  two  children,  Eugene  Royal  and 
Frances  Ellen,  the  latter  deceased;  the  wife  and  mother,  previous  to  her  mar¬ 
riage,  was  Glenn  M.  Wolfe,  of  Fayette  county.  Benjamin  Clark,  the  second 
in  order  of  birth,  is  deputy  state  dairy  commissioner  and  lives  at  Des  Moines; 
he  married  Lila  Strauss,  of  this  county,  the  union  being  without  issue.  Ray 
R.,  the  third  of  the  family,  married  Mrs.  Clara  (Fitch)  Howe,  daughter  of 
G.  W.  and  R.  A.  Fitch,  a  union  blessed  with  one  child,  George  James.  There 
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is  also  a  son  by  the  wife's  previous  union  with  Mr.  Howe,  Fitch  Lyle  Howe, 
now  a  student  in  the  West  Union  high  school ;  Jennette,  the  next  in  succession, 
is  the  wife  of  James  C.  Hayes,  of  Dubuque,  and  the  mother  of  two  off¬ 
spring.  Roscoe  Allison,  the  fifth  of  the  subject’s  children,  is  employed  in  the 
city  of  Des  Moines;  Earl  A.  is  studying  civil  engineering  with  his  uncle, 
J.  N.  Iliff ;  Myrtle  Marie  and  Harry  J.,  the  youngest  members  of  the  family 
circle,  are  still  under  the  parental  roof  and  students  of  the  city  schools.  The 
children  deceased  were  Hazel,  aged  three  years,  Lyle,  ten  months,  and  one  that 
died  in  infancy  unnamed. 

In  his  political  faith  Mr.  Iliff  is  a  Prohibitionist  and  an  influential  worker 
in  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  considers  the  saloon  the  plague  spot  upon 
the  national  escutcheon  and  believes  the  only  true  way  to  get  rid  of  it  is  by 
prohibiting  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  all  kinds  of  intoxicants.  The  fam¬ 
ily  are  members  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  church  and  among  the  active 
workers  of  the  local  society  to  which  they  belong. 


OSCAR  W.  HEISERMAN. 

There  could  be  no  more  comprehensive  history  written  of  a  city  or 
county  or  even  of  a  state  and  its  people,  than  that  which  deals  with  the  life 
work  of  those  who,  by  their  own  endeavor  and  indomitable  energy,  have 
placed  themselves  where  they  well  deserve  the  title  of  progressive,  and  in 
this  sketch  will  be  found  the  record  of  one  who  has  outstripped  many  of  the 
less  active  and  less  able  plodders  on  the  highway  of  life,  one  who  has  not  been 
subdued  by  the  many  obstacles  and  failures  that  come  to  everyone,  but  who 
has  made  them  stepping-stones  to  higher  things,  and  at  the  same  time  that  he 
was  winning  his  way  in  the  industrial  affairs  of  life  gained  a  reputation  for 
uprightness  and  honor. 

Oscar  W.  Heiserman,  well  known  optician,  jeweler  and  watchmaker  of 
West  Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  a  native  of  this  place,  having  been  born 
here  and  spent  his  life  in  his  home  community.  His  father,  \\  illiam  Heiser¬ 
man,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  his  mother,  who  was  Anna  Cochrane  before  her 
marriage,  was  born  at  Albany,  New  Tork.  The  father  was  one  of  the  pio¬ 
neers  in  the  manufacturing  business  at  West  Union  and  for  many  years  he 
was  well  known  and  influential  in  this  county.  He  engaged  in  the  manufac¬ 
ture  of  wagons,  which,  owing  to  their  superior  quality  and  workmanship,  weie 
eagerly  sought  after  and  he  enjoyed  a  very  liberal  patronage,  the  title  of  the 
firm  being  Peck  &  Heiserman,  and  Peck,  Wimber  &  Heiserman. 
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Oscar  W.  Heiserman  received  his  education  in  the  West  Union  public 
and  high  schools,  and  he  began  his  business  career  as  student  in  the  professions 
of  watchmaking,  engraving  and  optics,  having  in  due  course  of  time  become 
expert  in  all.  He  is  a  graduate  of  Woodcock’s  Horological  School,  also 
Trawbridge's  Watchmaking  and  Optical  School  at  Winona,  Minnesota.  He 
opened  his  present  store  in  1896  and  has  a  neat,  well  equipped,  tastily  ar¬ 
ranged  store  and  a  well-established  and  extensive  trade.  He  carries  a  large, 
valuable,  carefully  selected  and  up-to-date  stock  of  goods.  Because  of  the 
courteous  and  uniformly  honest  consideration  each  customer  receives,  they 
invariably  remain  his  friends.  He  is  one  of  the  most  expert  workmen  in 
the  county  or  this  part  of  the  state,  his  reputation  being  second  to  none  in 
this  respect. 

On  September  11,  1905,  Mr.  Heiserman  was  married  to  Marie  Newman, 
daughter  of  H.  Newman,  of  Clarksville,  Iowa,  a  well  known  citizen  of  that 
place.  Mrs.  Heiserman  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  and 
Mr.  Heiserman  is  a  Republican  politically.  In  fraternal  matters  he  belongs 
to  M  est  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons;  Unity 
Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  Elgin,  Iowa;  Langridge  Commandery 
No.  47,  Knights  Templar;  also  the  El  Kahir  Shrine,  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 


LEWIS  A.  FISHER. 

One  of  the  representative  merchants  of  Fayette  county  is  Lewis  A.  Fisher, 
of  W  est  Union,  who  is  known  as  one  of  the  progressive  and  successful  busi¬ 
ness  men  of  the  county.  He  has  not  permitted  himself  to  follow  in  a  blind, 
apathetic  way  in  his  labors  the  rut  in  which  many  men  eventually  find  them¬ 
selves,  but  has  studied  to  secure  the  maximum  returns  from  his  efforts,  while 
he  has  so  ordered  his  course  at  all  times  as  to  command  the  confidence  and  re¬ 
gard  of  the  people  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives,  being  a  man  of  known 
honorable  business  methods  and  advocating  whatever  tends  to  promote  the 
public  welfare  in  any  way.  He  is  a  native  of  Solon,  Johnson  county,  Iowa, 
born  there  on  October  13,  1861,  and  he  is  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Saloam 
(Hoffman)  Fisher.  The  father,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  died  when  forty-five 
years  old,  in  1871.  He  was  a  druggist  by  profession.  Mrs.  Fisher  was 
born  at  Strasburg,  Alsace-Lorrain,  formerly  a  part  of  France,  now  a  prov¬ 
ince  of  Germany.  Before  emigrating  to  America  sbe  visited  the  famous 
clock  which  made  her  birthplace  famous.  Her  death  occurred  in  June,  1907, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-eight  years. 
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Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  H.  Fisher,  all  living  and 
in  mature  life,  Lewis  A.  of  this  review  being  the  only  one  who  ever  made  a 
home  in  this  county.  Fie  was  educated  at  Solon  and  at  the  Westbranch 
(Cedar  county)  high  school.  He  began  life  by  working  on  a  farm,  which  he 
continued  until  of  legal  age.  Deciding  to  become  a  diuggist,  he  attended  the 
pharmacy  college  at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  in  1885-6,  and  in  1887  he 
came  to  West  Union  and  opened  a  drug  store,  the  building  formerly  used  as 
a  drug  store  being  then  empty,  the  title  of  the  firm  being  Darnall  & 
Fisher.  After  successfully  operating  the  same  for  a  period  of  eight  years, 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  drug  business  for  three  years  at  Hawkeye,  this 
county.  Disposing  of  his  holdings  there,  he  came  to  A  est  Union  in  1898 
and  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  with  his  father-in-law,  A.  C.  Gunsalus, 
and  they  continued  successfully  until  1906,  when  he  purchased  his  partners 
interest  and  has  since  been  managing  the  store  alone.  He  has  built  up  quite 
an  extensive  patronage  with  the  town  and  surrounding  countiy.  He  carries 
at  all  seasons  a  large  and  complete  line  of  groceries  and  provisions,  and  his 
customers  receive  such  courteous  and  honest  treatment  that  they  invaiiably 
remain  his  friends. 

Mr.  Fisher  was  married  on  October  3,  1889,  to  Florence  Gunsalus, 
daughter  of  A.  C.  and  Margaret  (Gruver)  Gunsalus.  Her  father  died  on 
December  14,  1908 ;  her  mother  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead.  Two 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fisher:  Marguerite,  now  a  young 
lady  of  much  promise,  who  is  attending  the  Upper  Iowa  University;  Alfied 
is  twelve  years  old. 

Mr.  Fisher  has  been  a  worthy  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for 
twenty  years.  The  church  relations  of  the  family  are  with  the  Presbyterian 
denomination.  Politically,  Mr.  Fisher  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  supporter 
of  all  worthy  measures  looking  to  the  betterment  of  local  conditions. 


ADRIAN  J.  GURNEY. 

One  of  the  many  residents  of  Fayette  county  who  came  here  from  the 
Buckeye  state  is  Adrian  J.  Gurney,  assistant  cashier  of  the  State  Bank  of 
West  Union.  He  was  born  at  Chester,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  August  1, 
i860,  and  is  the  son  of  James  R.  and  Matilda  (Hulbert)  Gurney,  the  father 
a  native  of  Massachusetts  and  the  mother  of  Ohio,  the  mother  dying  when 
Adrian  J.  was  three  years  old;  one  other  child  was  born  to  them,  Meradon, 
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who  died  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  1874,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years.  James 
R.  Gurney’s  second  wife  was  Sallie  P.  Rudd,  a  native  of  New  York;  no 
children  were  horn  to  the  last  union.  The  elder  Gurney,  who  is  now  a  resident 
of  West  Union,  Iowa,  has  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  first  in  Ohio,  coming 
to  Iowa  in  1878, 

Adrian  Gurney  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
and  in  1879  he  came  to  Iowa  and  located  on  the  parental  farm  near  Man¬ 
chester,  Delaware  county,  assisting  in  developing  a  farm  from  the  primitive 
state.  Pie  remained  there  until  1881,  and  went  to  Brush  Creek  (now  known 
as  Arlington)  and  entered  the  employ  of  Rawson  &  Rice,  bankers  and  stock 
dealers,  remaining  with  them  three  years,  and  he  spent  one  year  in  a  bank 
at  Earlville,  Iowa.  He  came  from  Arlington  to  West  Union  in  1885  and 
was  bookkeeper  in  the  Bank  of  West  Union  for  about  twenty  years;  he 
was  also  teller  and  for  five  years  was  assistant  cashier. 

Mr.  Gurney  married,  on  September  24,  1884,  Allie  O.  Hayes,  a  native 
of  Oregon,  Wisconsin,  where  she  was  reared  and  educated.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Forrest  H.,  born  November  19,  1890, 
who  graduated  from  the  local  high  school  with  the  class  of  1910,  and  is 
now  in  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Gurney  is  a  member  of  West  Union  Ixidge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  also  belongs  to  the  Ansel  Humphreys  Chapter  No.  80, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  the  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Tem¬ 
plar,  also  the  Knights  of  Pythias.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican.  He  served 
as  city  treasurer  of  West  Union  for  ten  consecutive  years,  then  after  a  time 
was  re-elected  and  is  at  present  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  hoard  of  education. 

In  1907  Mr.  Gurney’s  health  failed  for  a  number  of  months,  and  he  was 
given  a  summer’s  vacation  on  full  pay,  a  tangible  recognition  of  his  worth 
to  the  bank  and  one  which  he  fully  appreciated. 


MILO  LACY. 

A  well  remembered  and  praiseworthy  character,  who  for  many  years 
figured  prominently  in  the  life  of  Fayette  county,  was  the  late  Milo  Lacy,  a 
man  whom  to  know  was  to  respect  and  admire  owing  to  his  many  fine  traits 
and  his  high  ideals,  which  he  sought  to  carry  out  in  his  everyday  relations  with 
his  fellow  men.  He  was  horn  in  Bainbridge,  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  October 
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14,  1841.  He  was  the  son  of  Jasper  Brush  and  Anne  Osborne  (Henry) 
Lacy,  the  former  born  in  Suffield,  Connecticut,  March  17,  1792,  and  the 
latter  in  Washington,  Berkshire  county,  Massachusetts,  on  March  26,  1800. 

Milo  Lacy  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  West  Union  and 
he  became  a  printer  by  trade,  and  was  editor  of  the  Fayette  County  Union 
until  June,  1868,  when  he  removed  to  Austin,  Minnesota,  and  became  editor 
of  the  Austin  Democrat.  He  died  June  25,  1869,  in  West  Union,  Iowa, 
where  his  children  were  born,  and  his  widow  still  resides.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  a  member  of  the  Minnesota  Editorial  Association.  He  was  a 
reiy  able  writer  and  as  a  local  editor  and  condenser  of  news  he  had  few  su- 
periors  and  he  made  his  papers  powers  for  good  in  their  communities. 

Mr.  Lacy  s  war  record  is  one  of  which  his  descendants  might  well  be 
proud.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  navy  for  one  year,  and  he  was  assigned 
to  the  gunboat  “Genesee,”  then  on  blockade  service  off  Charleston  and  after¬ 
wards  in  the  first  assault  on  Vicksburg  and  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson.  After 
serving  over  one  year  and  gaining  promotion,  he  was  discharged  at  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  his  service  and  returned  to  McGregor,  Iowa.  He  re-enlisted  in 
the  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  volunteers,  which  was  sent  to  the  plains.  This 
last  enlistment  was  on  March  5,  1864,  and  he  was  in  the  service  until  his 
regiment  was  disbanded.  He  was  a  member  of  Capt.  Eugene  F.  Ware’s  com¬ 
pany.  He  was  discharged  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  May  17,  1866. 
During  his  service  for  the  Union  he  distinguished  himself  by  true  soldierly 
qualities  and  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  first  sergeant,  and  he  participated 
in  a  number  of  trying  campaigns  and  battled  with  Indians.  Politically,  he 
was  a  Democrat. 

On  Decembei  19.  1866,  Mr.  Lacy  was  married  to  Jennie  E.  Hines,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Marshall  Paul  and  Lucetta  (Shields)  Hines,  an  excellent  family  of  West 
Union,  Iowa.  The  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  23,  1818,  and 
the  mother  in  Nittany  Valley,  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  October  29,  1821. 
They  were  married  in  Nittany  Valley,  February  4,  1841,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Cooper.  The  father  died  in  West  Union,  Iowa,  February  21,  1877,  at  the 
age  of  fifty-nine  years,  and  the  mother’s  death  occurred  here  on  October  24, 
1898,  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-seven  years.  The  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lacy  are  as  follows:  Clyde  M.  Lacy  was  born  October  30, 
1867,  and  died  on  November  2d  following.  Anna  Hines  Lacy  was  born 
May  20,  1869.  Jennie  E.  (Hines)  Lacy  was  born  in  Jacksonville,  Center 
county,  Pennsylvania,  July  4,  1842.  She  received  a  good  education  and  be¬ 
came  a  well  known  teacher,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Teach¬ 
ers'  Association,  also  the  Tourist  Club  of  West  Union.  She  moved  with  her 
(78) 
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parents  and  four  sisters  from  Howard,  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  to  West 
Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  August,  1857,  and  she  began  teaching  school 
in  the  spring  of  1858,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  She  passed  an  oral  exam¬ 
ination  and  received  her  first  teacher’s  certificate  from  County  Superintendent 
S.  W.  Cole.  For  two  or  three  years  she  attended  school  in  West  Union  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter  time  and  taught  in  the  country  in  the  summer  months  until  the 
fall  of  i860,  when  she  began  teaching  in  the  West  Union  public  schools.  She 
continued  to  teach  until  she  was  married,  December  19,  1866.  In  less  than 
three  years  she  was  left  a  widow,  with  a  little  girl  six  weeks  old.  She  re¬ 
sumed  teaching  in  1876  and  was  connected  with  the  West  Union  schools  until 
her  health  failed  in  1897,  making  a  total  of  thirty  years  work  in  the  city 
schools  and  thirty-five  years  in  the  county.  She  was  one  of  the  best  known 
educators  the  county  has  ever  known  in  connection  with  the  public  schools 
and  her  services  were  of  a  high  order. 


VINCENT  ANDERSON. 

The  name  of  Vincent  Anderson  should  certainly  be  included  in  the 
history  of  Fayette  county  owing  to  his  long  life  of  noble  service  to  his  family 
and  the  general  public.  His  birth  occurred  in  1828  in  Miami  county,  Ohio, 
and  he  was  the  son  of  Vincent  and  Mary  (Matties)  Anderson,  natives  of 
Virginia  and  early  settlers  in  Miami  county,  Ohio,  having  settled  there  about 
1812  or  1815,  locating  on  a  farm  of  over  one  hundred  acres  on  which  they 
spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  childien. 
Vincent,  of  this  review,  being  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth.  He  lived  at 
home  until  he  reached  maturity  and  received  his  education  in  the  district 
schools.  In  1852  he  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  but 
a  short  time  when  he  and  his  brother  came  to  Eldorado  and  established  the 
first  grist  and  saw-mill  ever  run  there.  In  May,  1855,  they  returned  to  El¬ 
dorado  to  make  their  home  there,  and  there  Vincent  and  his  brother  James, 
who  had  come  to  Eldorado  previously,  continued  in  the  milling  business.  Sol¬ 
omon  Helmer,  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Vincent  Anderson,  came  to  hayette  county 
about  18^5  and  was  associated  with  Mr.  Anderson  in  the  mill,  and  he  remained 
in  this  county  until  his  death.  In  1856  Vincent  Anderson  traded  the  mill 
for  the  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  and  the  Bloomerton  saw-mill,  southeast  of 
Eldorado,  and  here  he  remained,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  until  his 
death,  on  January  4,  1905,  having  been  very  successful  as  a  general  farmer 
and  a  hog  and  cattle  raiser. 
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Mr.  Anderson  was  married  on  July  21,  1853,  to  Hannah  Bell,  who  was 
bom  in  Clark  county,  Ohio,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mi¬ 
nerva  (Helmer)  Bell,  who  remained  in  Ohio  until  shortly  before  their  deaths, 
finally  moving  to  Indiana,  where  they  died.  They  were  early  settlers  in 
Clark  county,  Ohio,  having  moved  there  from  Virginia  about  1815.  The 
maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Anderson  enlisted  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812,  toward  the  close  of  the  conflict.  Mrs.  Anderson’s  father  was  a  cousin 
of  the  Mr.  Bell  that  once  made  the  race  for  President  of  the  United  States. 
Mi.  Anderson  also  had  a  cousin  who  was  at  Fort  Sumter  when  it  was  under 
siege.  Mrs.  Anderson’s  paternal  grandfather  brought  a  colored  boy  and  girl 
with  them  when  they  came  to  Ohio  from  Virginia;  another  cousin  of  Mrs. 
Anderson  was  a  color-bearer  in  the  Civil  war. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vincent  Anderson  five  children  were  born,  namely: 
Lincoln  died  in  infancy;  William  Arthur  is  living  near  the  old  home  in  Fay¬ 
ette  county;  his  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work.  John  Wesley 
was  drowned  in  the  Columbia  river  when  twenty-one  years  of  age.  Vincent 
Giant  lives  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  Robinson  G.  was  once  county  at¬ 
torney  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  he  is  now  professor  of  law  at  a  colleo-e 
in  North  Carolina.  & 

.  Mrs-  Vmcent  Anderson  has  always  been  a  Baptist,  and  she  is  popular 
with  a  large  circle  of  friends  owing  to  her  many  admirable  traits  of  char¬ 
acter. 


FRANK  J.  TAMBLYN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dwyer  &  Tamblyn, 
lumber  merchants,  West  Union,  is  a  native  of  Page  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  born  on  May  5,  1879.  His  father,  Benjamin  F.  Tamblyn,  is  of  English 
extraction  and  his  mother,  whose  family  name  was  Kate  Van  Duzor,  was 
descended  from  Holland  ancestors  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  New 
York  in  colonial  times.  Mrs.  Tamblyn,  whose  birth  occurred  in  the  latter 
state,  died  in  the  year  1882,  leaving  besides  her  husband  three  children  to 
mourn  her  loss,  viz:  Effie  M„  unmarried;  Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  Charles  E. 
Simpson,  of  Norway,  Iowa,  and  Frank  J.,  the  subject  of  this  review  Ben¬ 
jamin  F.  Tamblyn  spent  his  early  life  in  farming  and  in  due  time  became 
quite  an  extensive  land  owner  in  Iowa  and  Minnesota,  in  both  of  which 
states  he  still  has  large  possessions.  Later  he  turned  his  attention  to  lumber¬ 
ing,  m  which  he  built  up  a  very  extensive  trade,  at  one  time  operating  lumber 
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yards  in  Norway,  Fairfax,  Grundy  county,  Walford,  Zaneta  and  various 
other  points,  besides  conducting  for  some  years  a  regular  business.  In  1905 
be  came  to  West  Union  and  purchased  the  interest  of  V.  D.  Kipple  in  the 
lumber  yard  at  this  place,  the  other  partner  being  John  W.  Dwyer,  with  whom 
he  still  is  associated.  This  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  known  business  es¬ 
tablishments  in  the  city,  having  been  successively  owned  and  operated  by 
C.  M.  Lockwood,  Ward  &  Freeman,  A.  L.  Colgrove,  Colgrove  &  Barnes, 
Colgrove  &  Sylvester,  Dwyer  &  Kipple  and  finally  by  Dwyer  &  Tamblyn,  the 
present  proprietors.  These  gentlemen  carry  a  large  and  selected  stock  of  all 
kinds  of.  building  material,  excepting  hardware,  and  their  patronage,  which 
is  much  more  than  local,  extends  throughout  a  large  area  of  Fayette  and 
adjacent  counties.  Both  men  are  careful  and  eminently  honorable  in  their 
business  methods,  stand  high  in  the  confidence  of  their  customers  and  the 
general  public  and  their  establishment  has  done  much  to  promote  the  material 
interests  of  the  city  and  give  it  publicity  in  other  parts  of  the  state. 

Frank  f.  Tamblyn  was  reared  under  the  influence  of  excellent  home 
training  and  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  Norway, 
after  which  he  fitted  himself  for  business  life  by  taking  a  thorough  course  in 
a  commercial  college  at  Cedar  Rapids.  On  being  graduated  from  the  latter 
institution,  he  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  with  his  father  and  has  ever 
since  been  identified  with  that  line  of  industry,  being  at  this  time  one  of  the 
leading  lumber  dealers  in  West  Union,  besides  otherwise  interested  in  the 
prosperity  of  the  city.  Possessing  sound  intelligence,  well  balanced  judgment 
and  the  ability  to  forecast  with  remarkable  accuracy  the  future  outcome 
of  his  plans,  he  has  proven  a  valuable  addition  to  the  firm  and  much  of  the 
business  now  rests  upon  his  shoulders. 

Politically,  Mr.  Tamblyn  is  a  Democrat,  but  his  business  interests  are 
such  as  to  prevent  his  taking  a  very  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  holds 
membership  with  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69.  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  in  addition  to  his  fraternal  relations  keeps  in  touch  with  the  so¬ 
cial  life  of  the  city  and  is  ever  ready  to  encourage  worthy  enterprises  for 
the  general  good  of  the  community. 

In  the  year  1907,  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Mr.  Tamblyn  contracted  a  matri¬ 
monial  alliance  with  Elsie  Agnes  Debit,  of  Jones  county,  Iowa,  her  father. 
A.  F.  Debit,  having  been  an  early  settler  of  that  part  of  the  state  and  a  pio¬ 
neer  lumber  dealer  in  the  town  of  Wyoming.  After  a  long  and  successful 
career  he  disposed  of  his  business  and  moved  to  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  is 
now  living  in  honorable  retirement.  They  are  the  parents  of  a  bright  and 
interesting  little  son  who  answers  to  the  name  of  Albert  B.  Tamblyn  and  who 
first  saw  the.  light  of  day  on  July  15,  1908. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1237 


RUDOLPH  W.  MOSER. 

It  was  once  remarked  by  a  celebrated  moralist  and  biographer  that 
“there  is  scarcely  a  life  of  which  a  judicious  and  faithful  narrative  could  not 
be  made  useful.”  Believing  in  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  expressed  by  one  of 
the  greatest  and  best  of  men,  the  writer  of  this  review  herewith  presents  the 
leading  facts  in  the  career  of  a  gentleman  who,  by  industry,  perseverance, 
temperance  and  integrity,  has  worked  himself  from  a  beginning  none  too 
auspicious  to  a  successful  business  man  and  won  an  honorable  position 
among  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  men  of  the  village  in  which  he 
resides. 

R.  W.  Moser,  of  Elgin,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
known  all  through  this  locality  as  a  wagon  manufacturer  second  to  none,  was 
born  in  Ohio,  March  11,  1858,  the  son  of  John  and  Maria  (King)  Moser, 
both  born  in  Switzerland  (canton  of  Bern).  There  they  grew  to  maturity, 
were  educated  and  married.  They  came  to  America  in  1852.  To  them  the 
following  children  were  born:  John,  whose  birth  occurred  before  leaving 
Switzerland;  Mary,  Lida,  Rudolph,  Rosa  and  two  died  in  infancy.  They 
located  at  New  Philadelphia,  Ohio.  In  time  the  mother  re-married,  her  sec¬ 
ond  husband  being  Nicholas  Sutter,  and  in  1869  they  moved  to  Iowa  and 
settled  in  Highland  township,  Clayton  county,  where  Mr.  Sutter  took  up 
farming.  Later  they  moved  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  farmed 
there  one  year,  then  came  to  Elgin  and  in  1872,  the  year  the  railroad  was 
built  to  this  place,  Mr.  Sutter  started  a  draying  business,  having  previous  to 
that  time  teamed  for  Elgin  merchants,  hauling  goods  from  McGregor,  Iowa. 
Later  he  sold  his  business  to  Willis  Lyons.  In  the  spring  of  1876  Mr.  Sutter 
moved  to  Lagrange  county,  Indiana,  where  he  farmed  for  one  year,  then  went 
to  Kansas  and  made  his  home  there  until  1879,  when  the  mother  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  died,  and  then  the  family  scattered,  Mr.  Sutter  moving  to  Indian  Ter¬ 
ritory,  thence  to  California,  where  he  still  resides.  Two  children  were  born 
to  this  marriage,  Emma  and  Ida. 

R.  W.  Moser,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Indiana  and  Iowa.  On  December  14,  1874,  he  became  an  apprentice  to  the 
wagonmaker’s  trade  under  Christ  Lehmann  in  the  shop  which  Mr.  Moser  now 
owns.  After  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  three  years,  he  ran  the  shop  on  the 
“shares”  for  two  years,  then  bought  his  stock  and  rented  the  shop,  conduct¬ 
ing  the  same  in  that  manner  until  1886,  when  he  purchased  the  shop  outright 
and  has  continued  to  manufacture  wagons  here,  mostly  for  the  home  trade, 
which  has  always  been  very  good;  indeed,  he  has  difficulty  in  supplying  the 
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demand  owing  to  the  excellency  of  his  workmanship  and  the  high  grade  ma¬ 
terial  he  uses.  He  took  his  son,  Philip,  in  as  partner  in  the  fall  of  1895,  and 
they  have  built  up  a  very  extensive  and  satisfactory  business  which  is  known 
throughout  this  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Moser  was  married  in  1880  to  Mary  Abby,  who  was  born  in  Elgin, 
this  county,  and  educated  here,  hive  children  have  been  boin  to  this  union. 
P.  M.,  of  Nunda,  South  Dakota,  is  a  dealer  in  hardware  and  furniture; 
Philip,  mentioned  above,  is  living  at  home;  three  who  died  in  infancy. 

Politically,  Mr.  Moser  is  a  Democrat  and  he  has  very  ably  and  faithfully 
dischareed  the  duties  of  constable  for  more  than  ten  years.  He  also  served 
the  village  of  Elgin  very  creditably  as  councilman  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
bis  term  being  in  the  second  council  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town.  He 
has  been  one  of  the  most  active  and  influential  men  in  the  affairs  of  this  place 
ever  since  he  became  established  in  business  here,  having  ever  been  ready  to 
do  his  full  share  in  the  general  upbuilding  of  the  town  and  vicinity,  Frater- 
nallv,  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Yeoman  lodge  and  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows.  He  was  baptized  in  the  Lutheran  church,  and  his  life  has  been  such 
as  to  merit  the  highest  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens,  which  he  enjoys  without 
exception. 


LEONARD  WOLF. 

The  gentleman  whose  brief  life  story  is  outlined  in  the  following  para¬ 
graphs  is  an  American  by  adoption,  belonging  to  that  large  and  eminently 
respectable  class  of  citizens  of  German  birth  to  whom  this  country  is  so  greatly 
indebted  not  only  for  its  material  prosperity  but  also  for  progress  along  most 
every  line  of  activity  and  thought.  The  family  of  which  Leonard  Wolf  is  an 
honorable  representative  had  its  origin  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  and  it  was 
there  that  his  parents,  George  and  Kate  (Brininger)  Wolf,  were  born  and 
reared.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  his  vocation  in  his  native  land 
until  August,  1873,  when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Tefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  a  short  time,  removing  thence 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Later  he  went  to  South  Dakota,  where  his  death 
occurred  in  September,  1886;  his  wife,  who  survived  him  two  years,  died  in 
September,  1888.  George  and  Kate  Wolf  were  reputable  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  inherited  many  of  the  sterling  qualities  for  which  their 
respective  ancestors  were  noted.  They  had  six  children,  whose  names  are  as 
follows:  Michael,  of  Wittenberg,  Germany;  Leonard,  subject  of  this  sketch; 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


I239 


Fiedeiick,  a  farmer  in  Scott  township,  who  died  in  1906;  John,  who  died  in 
the  fatherland;  Lewis  died  in  Wisconsin,  and  Jacob  departed  this  life  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  1904,  in  South  Dakota. 

Leonard  Wolf  was  born  February  6,  1845,  and  spent  his  early  life  in 
Wittenberg,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the  Lutheran  schools  of  his  native 
place.  He  remained  in  Germany  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  decided 
to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  great  republic  beyond  the  sea ;  accordingly,  he  sailed 
for  America  and  on  arriving  at  his  destination  proceeded  as  far  west  as  Jeffer¬ 
son  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  secured  employment  for  about  five  months  as 
a  farm  laboiei.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Wentworth  county, 
in  the  same  state,  where  he  spent  the  ensuing  six  years  on  a  farm,  working 
for  a  certain  sum  per  year.  Severing  his  connection  with  his  employer  in 
1872,  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  in  sections  23  and  24,  Scott  township,  and  an  eighty-acre  tract 
m  section  26,  the  only  improvement  on  the  land  at  that  time  being  a  small, 
illy-constructed  house,  about  sixteen  by  sixteen  feet  in  size  and  barely  habit¬ 
able. 

ith  chaiactei  istic  mdustiy  and  thrift,  Mir.  Wolf  went  to  work  im¬ 
proving  his  land  and  in  due  time  realized  the  results  of  his  labors  in  one  of 
the  best  farms  and  one  of  the  finest  country  homes  in  Fayette  county.  He  has 
made  commendable  progress  as  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  and  his  improve¬ 
ments  of  all  kinds  bear  witness  to  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  establishing  a 
good  home  and  providing  comfortably  for  those  dependent  upon  him.  At  the 
present  time  he  owns  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  excellent  land,  the 
greater  part  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  a  portion  being  devoted  to  live¬ 
stock,  for  which  it  appears  admirably  adapted..  Mr.  Wolf  has  been  unsparing 
of  his  means  in  the  matter  of  improvements,  his  various  buildings  being  mod¬ 
ern  and  in  first-class  condition,  and,  as  already  indicated,  they  compare  favor¬ 
ably  with  the  best  in  the  county.  Some  idea  of  the  interest  he  takes  in  making 
his  farm  a  model  of  its  kind  may  he  obtained  from  the  fact  of  his  having  ex¬ 
pended  about  four  thousand  dollars  within  less  than  two  years  on  improve¬ 
ments;  to  say  nothing  of  various  other  large  sums,  prior  to  and  after  the  time 
referred  to. 

Mr.  Wolf  came  to  the  New  World  with  no  capital  save  a  sound  mind  in 
a  sound  body  and  an  inborn  determination  to  make  the  most  of  his  opportun¬ 
ities.  By  diligent  labor  and  the  exercise  of  good  judgment,  he  has  succeeded 
in  placing  himself  in  independent  circumstances,  being  at  this  time  the  owner 
of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  farms  in  Scott  township.  Aside 
from  farming,  Mr.  Wolf  has  achieved  a  wide  reputation  as  a  breeder  and 
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raiser  of  fine  livestock,  devoting  special  attention  to  Durham  cattle,  which 
he  markets  every  year  in  large  numbers,  while  his  hogs  of  the  Chester-White, 
Poland  China  and  Duroc  varieties  are  among  the  finest  in  this  part  of  the 
state  and  the  source  of  a  large  income.  He  is  also  an  admirer  of  good  horses 
and  on  his  place  may  be  seen  quite  a  number  of  exceptionally  fine  animals, 
chiefly  of  the  Norwegian-Norman  and  Belgian  breeds  and,  like  many  of  the 
enterprising  men  of  his  section  of  the  country,  he  takes  pride  in  poultry,  mak¬ 
ing  a  specialty  of  the  Brown  Leghorns,  which  he  raises  on  quite  an  extensive 
scale. 

While  living  in  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Wolf  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Barbara  Weisner,  widow  of  John  Weisner,  of  Bavaria,  Germany,  and  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Weisner,  also  a  native  of  that  country.  Mrs.  Wolf’s  parents  came 
to  the  United  States  a  number  of  years  ago  and  settled  in  Wisconsin,  where 
her  father  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  the  oldest  of  whom, 
Henry,  is  unmarried;  Annie,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  is  the  wife  of  Wil¬ 
liam  Falk  and  the  mother  of  children  as  follows:  Elva,  Iva,  Dorthea,  Lydia, 
Lewis,  Helen  and  Otto.  Frederick,  the  third  of  the  subject’s  children,  is  a 
resident  of  Jefferson  township  and  by  occupation  a  dairyman;  he  married 
Millie  Wagner,  of  this  county,  and  is  the  father  of  a  daughter,  Mildred,  and 
a  son  by  the  name  of  Laymond.  Mary  and  Maggie,  twins,  are  the  next  in 
succession,  the  former  dying  in  1906,  the  latter  being  still  with  her  parents,  as 
are  also  Lizzie,  Willie  and  an  infant. 

Mr.  Wolf  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and,  with  his  family,  holds  member¬ 
ship  with  the  Lutheran  church.  Pie  is  essentially  a  self-made  man  and  one 
of  the  intelligent  and  influential  citizens  of  his  township,  being  a  great  reader, 
a  close  observer  and  always  keeping  well  informed  on  the  questions  before 
the  public. 


WALTER  B.  INGERSOLL. 

Iowa  lias  always  been  distinguished  for  the  high  rank  of  her  bench  and 
bar.  Perhaps  none  of  the  newer  states  can  justly  boast  of  abler  attorneys 
and  there  is  scarcely  a  town  or  city  in  the  state  but  can  boast  of  one  or  more 
lawyers  capable  of  crossing  swords  in  forensic  combat  with  many  of  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  legal  lights  of  the  country.  While  the  growth  and  development  of 
the  state  in  the  last  half  century  has  been  most  marvelous,  viewed  from  any 
standpoint,  yet  of  no  one  class  of  her  citizenship  has  she  greater  reason  for 
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just  pride  than  her  attorneys.  In  Mr.  Ingersoll  are  found  many  of  the  rare 
qualities  which  go  to  make  up  the  successful  attorney.  Years  of  conscientious 
work  have  brought  with  them  not  only  increase  of  practice  and  reputation, 
but  also  that  growth  in  legal  knowledge  and  that  wide  and  accurate  judgment 
the  possession  of  which  constitutes  excellence  in  the  profession. 

Walter  B.  Ingersoll  was  born  in  Oswego  county,  New  York,  in  1856, 
the  paternal  homestead  having  been  on  a  farm  near  the  town  of  Pulaski.  He 
is  the  son  of  John  H.  and  Margaret  J.  (Bowker)  Ingersoll.  The  Ingersoll 
family  first  came  from  England,  and  John  Ingersoll,  the  subject’s  great¬ 
grandfather,  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  officer 
under  General  Washington  at  Valley  Forge  and  his  sword  is  still  preserved  as 
a  family  heirloom.  It  is  stated  that  when  this  John  Ingersoll  moved  from 
near  Troy,  New  York,  to  Oswego  county,  that  state,  he  was  so  far  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  civilization  that  he  traveled  over  forty  miles  without  seeing  any 
sign  of  habitation.  His  son  Benjamin  was  the  first  white  child  born  in  Oswego 
county.  This  branch  of  the  family  is  from  the  same  ancestry  as  was  Col. 
Robert  G.  Ingersoll.  The  Bowker  branch  of  the  family  is  descended  from 
one  of  tlnee  brothers  who  came  from  Scotland  to  America  in  1630,  settling 
in  New  England,  descendants  of  whom  were  also  soldiers  in  the  American 
war  for  independence.  One  house  has  been  occupied  by  members  of  this 
family  for  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  years. 

In  1858  John  H.  Ingersoll  brought  his  family  to  Iowa  and  bought  land 
m  DeIaware  county,  but  their  stay  was  brief,  as  in  the  following  year  the 
father  went  to  California  and  the  other  members  of  the  family  returned  to  their 
former  home  in  New  York.  In  1863,  however,  he  again  brought  the  family 
to  this  state  and  made  permanent  settlement.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  on  the  farm  and  received  his  elementary  training  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  this  being  supplemented  by  two  years’  study  in 
the  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  next  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Dela- 
vaie  county,  but,  having  decided  to  take  up  the  practice  of  law,  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  University  of  Iowa,  where  he  was  graduated  in 
1878.  He  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of  his  profession  at  Greeley,  this 
state,  where  he  remained  two  years,  going  then  to  Huron,  South  Dakota. 
After  five  years’  practice  there,  Mr.  Ingersoll  located  at  Bird  City,  Kansas, 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  during  the  following  decade.  In’  1895  he 
returned  to  Iowa  and  m  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  opened  an  office 
at  Oelwem,  where  he  has  since  remained.  As  a  lawyer  Mr.  Ingersoll  has 
evinced  a  familiarity  with  legal  principles  and  a  ready  perception  of  facts, 
together  with  the  ability  to  apply  one  to  the  other,  which  has  won  him  the 
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reputation  of  a  sound  and  safe  practitioner.  In  discussions  of  the  principles 
of  law  he  is  noted  for  clearness  of  statement  and  candor,  and  his  zeal  for  a 
client  never  leads  him  to  urge  an  argument  which  in  his  judgment  is  not  in 
harmony  with  the  law,  and  in  all  the  important  litigation  with  which  he  has 
been  connected  no  one  has  ever  charged  him  with  anything  calculated  to 
bring  discredit  upon  himself  or  cast  a  reflection  upon  his  profession.  Per¬ 
sonally  affable  and  approachable,  he  enjoys  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances, 
among  whom  are  many  warm  and  loyal  friends. 

In  1877  Mr.  Ingersoll  married  Iona  M.  Peet,  of  Clayton  county,  Iowa, 
and  their -union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Lee  L.  and 
Regina  C.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  In  politics 
Mr.  Ingersoll  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  he  is  not  in  any  sense  a  politician, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  the  practice  of  the  law.  Mrs. 
Ingersoll  also  is  descended  from  old  Revolutionary  stock,  her  paternal  grand¬ 
mother  having  been  a  member  of  the  noted  Carpenter  family,  of  whom  an¬ 
other  member  was  Lieutenant  Carpenter,  of  New  \ork,  an  officer  in  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  army.  The  family  chain  can  be  traced  back  in  an  unbroken  line 
to  the  year  1066,  in  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror,  when  a  member  of 
the  family  was  clerk  of  the  city  of  London.  The  Carpenters  came  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  America  in  very  early  colonial  days,  and  first  made  settlement  in 
New  England,  though  members  of  the  family  later  went  westward  and  set¬ 
tled  in  New  York. 


ALBERT  J.  GEHRING. 

In  the  collection  of  material  for  the  biographical  department  of  this  pub¬ 
lication  there  has  been  a  constant  aim  to  use  a  wise  discrimination  in  regard 
to  the  selection  of  subjects  and  to  exclude  none  worthy  of  representation 
within  its  pages.  Here  will  be  found  mention  of  worthy  citizens  of  all  vo¬ 
cations,  and  at  this  juncture  we  are  permitted  to  offer  a  brief  resume  of  the 
career  of  one  of  the  most  active  and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  where  he  has  maintained  his  home  since  babyhood,  having  achieved 
abundant  success  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor,  that  of  farming  and  stock 
raising,  he  having  chosen  to  remain  in  his  native  community  in  Fayette  county 
rather  than  seek  uncertain  fortune  elsewhere. 

The  gentleman  referred  to  in  the  preceding  paragraph.  Albert  J.  Gehring, 
was  born  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  November  5*  1862,  the 
representative  of  a  well  known  family  here  in  the  early  days.  He  received 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1243 


his  education  in  the  public  schools  and  when  merely  a  boy  began  working  on 
the  farm  and  continued  agricultural  pursuits  ever  since,  having  remained  on 
the  home  place  until  1903,  when  he  moved  to  Elgin  and  in  this  neighborhood 
purchased  forty  acres  of  rich  land  which  he  has  kept  well  tilled  and  which 
has  yielded  him  a  comfortable  living  from  year  to  year.  It  is  located  about 
a  mile  from  town,  in  one  of  the  best  sections  of  the  county.  While  living  on 
the  home  farm,  Mr.  Gehring  dealt  extensively  in  livestock,  breeding  road 
horses  and  shorthorn  cattle,  and  he  still  handles  some  horses,  both  road  and 
draft,  and,  understanding  well  the  care  and  training  of  them,  so  that  they  al¬ 
ways  sell  readily  and  at  high  prices,  Mr.  Gehring  having  long  been  known  as 
one  of  the  best  judges  of  horses  in  the  county. 

In  1902  Mr.  Gehring  married  Nancy  ICimpson,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  this  county,  where  her  parents  are  well  and  favorably  known.  This  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  namely:  Amy  Arleta,  four  years 
old  at  this  writing,  and  Richard  Albert,  now  two  years  of  age. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Gehring  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  and  politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but  he  takes  no  special  interest 
m  political  matters  and  is  not  an  office  seeker.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gehring  have 
a  pleasant  home  and  they  have  numerous  friends  throughout  this  section  of 
the  county. 


PETER  J.  KALB. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  holds  worthy  prestige 
among  the  younger  farmers  of  Fayette  county,  and  as  a  public  spirited  man 
he  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  community  of  his  residence.  Peter 
Kalb,  who  is  one  of  Iowa's  sterling  German-American  citizens,  who  born  in  the 
county  of  Dubuque  on  the  28th  day  of  July,  1875.  His  parents,  Peter  and 
Anna  (Weaber)  Kalb,  were  born  in  Germany  and  came  to  America  in  1852, 
before  their  marriage,  making  the  voyage  on  the  same  sailing  vessel  and  being 
on  the  ocean  two  months  ere  reaching  their  destination  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans.  John  Kalb,  a  brother  of  Peter,  Sr.,  accompanied  the  latter  to  the 
new  world  and  is  now  living  in  Dubuque,  this  state.  In  due  time  Peter  Kalb 
and  Anna  Weaber  were  married,  and  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Dubuque 
county,  where  Mr.  Kalb  purchased  ninety  acres  of  government  land  which  he 
at  once  proceeded  to  improve  and  reduce  to  cultivation.  Later  he  bought  an 
additional  eighty  acres,  which  he  subsequently  increased  by  forty  acres  adjoin- 
ing,  the  entire  tract,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  ten  acres,  becoming  in 
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the  course  of  a  few  years  one  of  the  finest  farms  and  among  the  most  beautiful 
and  desirable  country  homes  in  the  county.  Peter  Kalb  was  quite  successful 
as  a  farmer  and  at  his  death  left  a  very  valuable  estate.  He  was  essentially 
a  self-made  man  and  as  such  Was  held  in  high  esteem  in  his  neighborhood  and 
enjoyed  to  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  of  his  fellow  citizens.  His  first 
wife  dying  on  the  12th  of  April,  1876,  he  subsequently  married  Margaret 
Younkers,  who,  with  their  four  children,  is  still  living.  Mr.  Kalb  departed 
this  life  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1887.  By  his  marriage  with  Anna  Weaber 
he  had  three  children,  John,  Peter,  of  this  review,  and  Joseph,  the  subject 
being  the  only  survivor.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  children  born 
to  the  second  marriage:  Anna,  wife  of  Peter  Pitz,  of  Dubuque  county;  Mar¬ 
garet,  who  married  Henry  George,  also  a  resident  of  that  county;  Paul  and 
Bert,  who  are  with  their  mother  on  the  family  homestead. 

Peter  Kalb,  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits  in 
his  native  county  and  received  his  educational  discipline  in  the  Catholic  schools 
near  his  home  and  a  similar  school  in  the  town  of  Centralia.  At  the  early 
age  of  sixteen  years  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  and  lay  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  his  fortune,  his  first  effort  being  as  a  farm  laborer,  in  which  capacity 
he  continued  for  several  years  with  the  object  in  view  of  ultimately  becoming 
something  more  than  a  worker  for  others.  Animated  by  this  laudable  mo¬ 
tive,  he  applied  himself  diligently  to  all  he  undertook,  saved  his  earnings  with 
scrupulous  care,  and  in  1894  found  himself  in  a  position  to  carry  out  the  reso¬ 
lutions  made  in  his  youth.  Accordingly  in  that  year  he  came  to  Fayette 
county  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  new  land  in  section  10, 
Scott  township,  to  the  improvement  of  which  he  at  once  addressed  himself. 
By  industry  and  thrift  Mr.  Kalb  soon  succeeded  in  reducing  the  greater  part 
of  his  land  to  cultivation  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  added  a  series  of  im¬ 
provements  which  made  his  farm  one  of  the  best  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  and  attractive  places  of  its  kind  in  the  township.  In  1894  he  erected 
his  present  comfortable  modern  dwelling,  which,  with  other  buildings  in  keep¬ 
ing  therewith,  adds  very  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  farm,  to  say  nothing 
of  its  increase  in  value.  Since  coming  to  his  present  place  of  residence  his 
career  has  been  signally  successful  and,  as  indicated  in  a  preceding  paragraph, 
he  is  now  in  independent  circumstances  and  occupies  a  leading  and  influential 
position  among  the  men  of  his  calling  in  the  township  honored  by  his  citizen¬ 
ship.  Mr.  Kalb  carried  the  mail  for  one  year  between  the  towns  of  Scott 
and  Aurora  and  at  the  present  time  is  treasurer  of  school  district  No.  1.  He 
manifests  an  active  interest  in  all  that  makes  for  the  material  advancement 
of  his  township  and  county  and  the  advancement  of  the  people,  gives  an  un- 
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yielding  support  to  the  Democratic  party  and  keeps  in  touch  with  the  leading 
questions  and  issues  of  the  times,  on  all  of  which  he  is  well  informed,  being 
an  independent  thinker  whose  opinions  command  respect  and  carry  weight. 

AVith  a  desire  to  see  and  inform  himself  concerning  the  vast  extent  of 
oui  - western  domain,  Mr.  Kalb,  in  1899,  started  on  an  extended  trip  through 
various  states  and  territories,  proceeding  as  far  as  the  Pacific  coast  and  visit¬ 
ing  many  interesting  places  in  California  and  elsewhere.  During  this  trip, 
which  occupied  the  greater  part  of  two  years,  he  traveled  several  thousand 
miles  and  added  greatly  to  his  knowledge  and  practical  experience  to  say 
nothing  of  the  pleasure  enjoyed  ere  returning  to  his  home  in  June,  1901.  Mr. 
Kalb  is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  Scott  township,  and  has  many  friends  else- 
\\  her e  in  the  county,  being  well  known  and  highly  regarded  by  those  with 
whom  he  has  mingled.  His  character  and  integrity  have  ever  been  above  re- 
pioach  and  his  reputation  as  an  honorable,  high-minded  gentleman  and  enter- 
piising  citizen  entitles  him  to  a  worthy  place  among  the  progressive  men  of 
his  day  and  generation  in  the  county  of  Fayette. 

Mr.  Kalb,  on  October  23,  1902,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Matilda 
Liewei,  of  Carroll,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Wendell  and  Feronica  Liewer,  who 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  this 
union,  namely,  Vita,  born  February  9,  1904;  Cleopha,  May  8,  1905;  Norbert, 
June  12,  1908,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  The  living  children  represent 
many  fond  hopes  which  the  parents  indulge  for  their  future. 

Mr-  and  Mrs.  Kalb  were  reared  under  the  influence  of  the  Catholic  re¬ 
ligion  and  have  always  remained  loyal  to  the  teachings  and  traditions  of  the 
mother  church.  They  hold  membership  with  the  local  church  at  Oelwein 
and  aie  acti\e  in  all  good  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  same. 


BENONI  W.  FINCH. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  life  record  of  the  late  Benoni  W.  Finch, 
of  AA'est  Union,  should  be  given  a  conspicuous  position  in  a  history  of  Fayette 
county,  partly  because  of  his  long  residence  here  and  his  commendable  work  in 
the  general  development  of  the  locality,  and  partly  because  of  the  exemplary 
life  he  led,  setting  the  youth  of  the  land  a  worthy  example,  which,  if  they 
would  but  follow,  would  doubtless  be  of  great  assistance  to  them  in  all  Walks 
of  life.  During  the  days  of  national  peril  in  the  early  sixties  Mr.  Finch  was 
one  of  those  patriots  of  the  North  who  proved  his  love  and  loyalty  to  the 
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government  on  the  long  and  tiresome  marches,  on  the  tented  field  and  amid  the 
carnage  of  battle.  To  such  men  the  country  is  under  a  debt  of  gratitude  which 
it  cannot  pay,  and  in  centuries  yet  to  be,  posterity  will  commemorate  their 
chivalry  in  fitting  eulogy  and  tell  their  knightly  deeds  in  story  and  song.  Like 
thousands  of  comrades  equally  as  brave  and  self-sacrificing  as  himself,  Mr. 
Finch  did  his  duty  nobly  and  well,  as,  indeed,  he  did  in  all  walks  of  life,  never 
betraying  any  trust  reposed  in  him.  Thus,  for  this  and  many  another  praise¬ 
worthy  trait  of  character  he  deserved  the  eminent  esteem  in  which  he  was  held 
by  a  host  of  friends  and  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Finch  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Fayette  county  and  a  native  of 
Niles,  Berrien  county,  Michigan,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  March  1,  1831, 
the  son  of  Moses  and  Huldah  (Gardner)  Finch.  According  to  tradition, 
three  Finch  brothers  came  to  America  from  England  just  before  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war,  and  from  one  of  the  trio  was  descended  the  subject.  Family  rec¬ 
ords  show  that  Moses  Finch  was  born  in  Genesee  Flats,  New  York,  in  No¬ 
vember,  1799,  and  died  in  November,  1848.  His  wife,  a  native  of  Ohio,  died 
in  1837.  In  1830  the  Finch  family  moved  to  Michigan,  where  Moses  and 
three  brothers  purchased  an  Indian  reservation  near  Niles  and  settled  thereon. 
The  family  moved  to  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1845,  and  settled  near 
Lake  Koshonong,  where  the  father  died  three  years  years  later,  leaving  two 
sons  and  four  daughters.  Hannah,  the  eldest,  married  Cyrus  Hyde,  of  Ft. 
Atkinson,  Wisconsin,  he  being  deceased  at  this  writing ;  Gilbert  B.  is  a  farmer 
in  Westfield  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  now  living  retired  in  Fayette. 

Benoni  W.  Finch  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  June  18,  1857,  and 
located  at  Albany,  Westfield  township,  where  he  taught  school  during  the 
winter  season,  spending  the  summer  months  in  a  cabinet  shop.  While  still 
living  in  Westfield  township,  October  31,  1861,  he  married  Mary  E.  Butler, 
a  native  of  Muskingum  county,  Ohio,  born  February  15,  1843,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Harrison  Butler  and  wife.  To  this  union  five  children  were  born: 
Eugene,  born  November  21,  1862,  died  in  February,  1863;  Gilbert  Benoni, 
born  August  3,  1866;  William  H.,  born  December  29,  1868,  died  March  3, 
1885;  Margaret  G.,  born  July  9,  1870,  married  Earl  B.  Branch,  of  West 
Union;  and  Ella,  born  July  12,  1872,  lives  in  West  Union,  and  is  the  wife  of 
M.  O.  Musser.  The  oldest  living  child,  Gilbert  B.,  is  a  resident  of  Oklahoma 
City,  Oklahoma.  He  was  educated  in  the  West  Union  schools,  and  for  some 
time  he  was  a  traveling  salesman.  He  is  a  very  successful  business  man. 

On  August  11,  1862,  Benoni  W.  Finch  enlisted  in  Company  G,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  he  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
the  siege  and  capture  of  Fort  Morgan,  Alabama,  the  siege,  charge  and  capture 
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of  Fort  Blakely,  the  defense  of  Mobile  and  the  charge  against  the  strong¬ 
hold  on  April  9,  1865.  He  made  seven  voyages  with  his  regiment  on  the 
gulf  of  Mexico  and  also  traveled  thousands  of  miles  by  rail  and  steamship, 
crossing  the  gulf  to  Texas,  was  in  the  garrison  on  the  border  of  Mexico  from 
November,  1863,  t°  July*  1864,  thence  went  to  Fort  Morgan,  Alabama,  thence 
to  Donaldsonville,  Louisiana,  where  he  did  garrison  duty  two  months,  thence 
to  Morganza,  Mississippi,  December  12,  1864,  where  his  regiment  was  con¬ 
solidated  with  the  Thu ty-fourth  Iowa  Infantry.  The  troops  were  then  sent 
to  Kenner  Station,  eight  miles  above  New  Orleans,  thence  to  Barrancas, 
Florida,  later  to  Pensacola,  then  to  Fort  Blakely,  Alabama,  and  Mobile,  then 
to  Selma,  that  state,  then  again  to  Mobile,  where  it  witnessed  the  explosion 
of  the  magazine,  hundreds  being  killed.  The  regiment  was  sent  to  Houston, 
Texas,  and  musteied  out  at  that  place  on  August  15,  1865,  being  finally  dis- 
chaiged  at  Datenpoit,  Iowa,  September  6th  following.  Mr.  Finch  served 
three  years  and  twenty-five  days,  during  which  time  he  was  never  off  duty 
except  when  sick,  proving  a  very  gallant  soldier.  Although  his  health  was 
permanently  impaired  during  the  service,  he  never  regretted  that  he  had  been 
of  some  use  to  his  country. 

Mr.  Finch  returned  to  Fayette  county  after  the  war,  and,  in  company 
with  his  brothei,  pui  chased  a  farm  near  Fayette  where  he  remained  actively 
engaged  in  work  on  the  same  until  October,  1872,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
West  Union,  where  he  was  employed  as  clerk  in  a  grocery  store.  He  and 
Frank  AYard  embarked  in  the  grocery  business  in  1874.  Later  Joseph  Butler 
bought  Mr.  AA  ard  s  interest  and  subsequently  sold  to  A.  C.  Gunsalus,  whose 
interest  Mr.  Finch  purchased  in  1882.  He  conducted  the  business  alone  for 
two  years,  then  sold  out,  having  enjoyed  a  very  satisfactory  patronage  all  the 
while.  He  subsequently  had  to  take  back  the  realty  and  in  July,  1889,  again 
resumed  the  grocery  business,  selling  out  the  following  November.  In  April, 
1887,  Mr.  Finch  was  appointed  justice  of  the  peace,  serving  out  an  unexpired 
term,  and  was  elected  to  that  office  the  following  November  and  he  continued 
to  serve  in  that  capacity  until  his  death,  giving  eminent  satisfaction,  his  de¬ 
cisions  always  being  considered  as  fair  and  according  to  the  law  governing 
such.  During  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  represented  a  number  of  first-class 
file  instil ance  companies.  He  was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  for  many 
}  eai  s  he  seived  in  the  city  council  of  AATst  Union.  He  was  an  active  member 
of  Abernathy  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  of  West  Union 
Lodge  No.  25,  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  was  recorder  for  some 
time  of  the  same. 

The  death  of  this  excellent  citizen  occurred  on  June  25,  1909.  His 
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health  had  been  failing  rapidly  for  some  years,  and  he  spent  the  winter  of 
1904  and  1905  in  California  and  the  Winter  of  1908  and  1909  in  Florida.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  West  Union.  He  was  a 
fine  type  of  the  self-made  man,  growing  up  in  a  frontier  country  as  an  orphan, 
securing  his  education  under  most  adverse  circumstances,  hut  he  became  an 
intelligent  and  refined  man.  In  an  active  life  in  West  Union  of  over  thirty 
years  no  one  could  say  aught  against  him  in  any  way,  his  character  always 
being  strong  and  courageous.  In  his  private  life  his  character  shone  with 
peculiar  luster,  and  as  a  public  spirited  citizen  and  patriot  he  was  well  known 
and  admired  by  all  classes  for  his  many  praiseworthy  attributes. 


REV.  CORNELIUS  STEPHEN  REGAN. 

The  popular  young  pastor  of  West  Union  parish  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
churches  under  his  jurisdiction,  is  a  native  of  Lycurgus,  Allamakee  county, 
Iowa,  and  was  born  on  the  10th  of  June,  1864.  He  is  a  worthy  son  of  Daniel 
and  Mary  (Devine)  Regan,  early  pioneers  of  Allamakee  county,  and  both 
recently  deceased  on  their  old  pioneer  homestead  at  Lycurgus.  These  were 
people  highly  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which  most  of  their  married 
lives  were  spent,  and  where  their  large  family  of  children  was  born  and 
reared  to  promising  manhood  and  womanhood.  Daniel  Regan  is  character¬ 
ized  in  the  obituary  notice  in  the  Allamakee  Journal  as  “the  grand  old  man,” 
which  shows  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  those  who  knew  him  best. 
From  this  notice  we  are  pleased  to  copy  sufficient  details  to  give  a  compre¬ 
hensive  understanding  as  to  his  life  career:  He  was  born  at  the  townsland 
of  Derlis,  near  Castle  Donovan,  parish  of  Drimoleague,  county  Clark,  Ireland, 
his  birth  occurring  on  the  1st  of  November,  1819.  He  left  his  native  land 
on  the  20th  of  June,  1848,  and  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  August  15th  fol¬ 
lowing.  After  a  three  months’  sojourn  in  that  northern  city,  he  went  to 
Vermont,  and  remained  in  that  state  until  July  1,  1850,  when  he  located  at 
Harper’s  Ferry,  Virginia.  There,  on  January  6,  1853,  he  wedded  Mary 
Devine,  a  native  of  his  own  country,  born  near  Dingle,  in  county  Kerry,  in 
1838.  The  young  couple  at  once  sought  a  home  in  the  West  and  on  the  17th 
of  May,  1853,  settled  on  the  old  homestead  in  Center  township,  Allamakee 
county,  Iowa,  which  was  their  home  ever  afterward,  until  both  were  called 
to  their  final  reward.  There  they  shared  together  the  trials  and  hardships 
of  pioneer  life,  grew  prosperous,  enjoying  the  love  and  confidence  of  many 
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devoted  fi lends  and  neighbors,  reared  a  family  of  loving  and  appreciative 
children,  and  after  a  sojourn  of  more  than  half  a  century  together,  surrendered 
to  the  inevitable  within  the  short  space  of  eighteen  months. 

Daniel  Regan  was  a  man  liberally  educated,  having  received  a  collegiate 
training  in  his  native  country,  and  throughout  his  entire  lifetime  he  took  an 
active  interest  in  public  affairs,  was  a  deep  reader  and  thoroughly  well  in¬ 
formed  upon  current  literature  and  the  general  topics  of  the  day.  He  was 
a  patient  and  trusting  sufferer  for  many  months  and  finally  passed  away  on 
the  5th  of  June,  1907.  He  bore  his  suffering  with  true  Christian  fortitude 
and  such  resignation  to  the  will  of  God  as  to  be  characterized  as  sublime  and 
ennobling.  No  murmur  or  word  of  complaint  ever  escaped  his  lips,  and  he 
peacefully  fell  asleep  in  the  arms  of  Jesus.  The  cause  of  his  death  was  prob¬ 
ably  mostly  due  to  old  age,  combined  with  asthmatic  trouble  which  hastened 
the  end.  Being  in  his  eighty-eighth  year,  his  physical  constitution  was  simply 
worn  out  with  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  a  long  and  active  life.  The  funeral 
was  held  at  St.  Mary’s  church  at  Lycurgus,  the  religious  home  which  he  had 
cherished  as  sacredly  as  life  itself,  and  had  sustained  and  supported  throughout 
all  the  years  of  its  existence,  and  in  which  his  children  had  received  the  ordi¬ 
nance  of  holy  baptism,  and  from  whose  walls  they  had  gone  out  into  the 
woi  Id  to  become  worthy  men  and  women  in  the  land.  The  gathering  of  the 
people  was  the  largest  ever  assembled  there  on  a  funeral  occasion,  thus 
evincing  the  high  esteem  in  which  this  venerable  citizen  was  held.  Six  of 
his  giandsons,  Charles  E.,  Peter  J.  and  Daniel  Regan,  and  Daniel,  James 
and  William  Whalen,  tenderly  bore  the  precious  clay  to  its  final  resting  place. 
The  piiests  who  took  part  in  the  office  of  the  dead,  and  solemn  hig'h  mass, 
were  Father  C.  S.  Regan,  of  West  Union,  celebrant;  Father  Gallahue,  of 
Dubuque,  deacon;  Father  Vaughn,  of  Lycurgus,  sub-deacon;  Father  Ryan, 
of  New  Albin,  Iowa,  master  of  ceremonies ;  Fathers  McCullough,  of  Dorches¬ 
ter,  and  Garland,  of  West  Ridge,  chanters.  Father  Walsh,  of  Waukon,  de¬ 
livered  a  most  consoling  and  eloquent  funeral  discourse.  The  solemn  requiem 
mass  was  sung  by  the  little  girls  of  the  Lansing  choir,  assisted  by  D.  A. 
Holmes,  under  the  able  leadership  of  Miss  Lizzie  Schach.  Mr.  Holmes,  at 
the  request  of  the  deceased,  sang  as  a  solo  “The  Holy  City,”  during  the 
offeftoiy,  lendeiing  the  beautiful  and  soul-inspiring  ballad  “with  the  spirit 
and  understanding  also.”  This  selection  was  an  especial  favorite  of  the 
departed. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  1908,  “Grandma  Regan”  rested  from  her  la¬ 
bors.  Her  death  was  very  peaceful,  like  one  going  to  sleep.  Some  months  pre¬ 
vious  to  her  death  she  had  suffered  from  a  severe  attack  of  bronchitis,  from 
(79) 
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which  she  never  fully  recovered,  though  able  to  be  about  the  house.  She 
came  to  America  in  her  youth  and  resided  at  Harper’s  Ferry,  Virginia,  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  to  Daniel  Regan,  as  previously  intimated.  The  union 
of  these  early  pioneers  in  northern  Iowa  was  blessed  with  ten  children,  three 
of  whom,  Daniel,  Katherine  and  Michael,  died  in  infancy  or  childhood  and 
seven  of  the  family  lived  to  years  of  maturity.  Those  left  to  mourn  the  loss 
of  their  cherished  parents  were  Charles,  and  Mrs.  Patrick  Whalen,  of  Ly- 
curgus,  Iowa;  Eleanor,  at  home;  Peter  J.,  of  Great  Falls,  Montana;  Rev. 
Cornelius  S.,  of  West  Union,  Iowa;  James,  who  passed  to  his  reward  on  the 
old  homestead  since  the  deaths  of  his  parents,  and  Mrs.  D.  A.  Holmes,  of 
Lansing,  Iowa.  In  addition  to  these  sorrowing  sons  and  daughters,  this 
venerable  couple  had  thirty-two  grandchildren  and  two  great-grandchildren. 
As  in  the  case  of  the  grandfather,  six  grandsons  acted  as  pall  bearers  at  the 
burial  of  their  grandmother.  All  of  her  children  were  at  her  bedside  when 
the  final  summons  came.  The  funeral  services  were  conducted  at  the  same 
place  as  that  of  her  husband  and  under  very  similar  circumstances  and  con¬ 
ditions.  The  priests  who  were  present  to  assist  in  the  sad  rites  were  Rev. 
Father  C.  S.  Regan,  celebrant;  Rev:  Father  G.  L.  Haxmeier,  deacon;  Rev. 
Father  Campbell,  sub-deacon ;  the  latter  also  delivering  a  most  excellent  and 
consoling  sermon.  The  solemn  requiem  mass  was  sung  by  the  Lansing  young 
ladies’  choir,  with  Miss  Lizzie  Schach  as  director  and  D.  A.  Holmes,  chor¬ 
ister.  Mr.  Holmes  sang  the  favorite  hymn  of  the  deceased — “Ave  Maria ! 

Rev.  Cornelius  S.  Regan,  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  was  reared 
to  the  age  of  seventeen  on  the  parental  homestead  at  Lycurgus.  At  that 
age — in  the  summer  of  1882 — he  had  finished  his  studies  in  the  common 
schools  and  entered  upon  a  course  of  higher  studies  in  the  fall  of  the  same  yeai 
at  the  Waukon  Normal  School.  This  was  his  first  absence  from  the  parental 
roof,  and  a  young  man  of  his  temperament  and  filial  affection  must  surely 
have  suffered  much  by  the  radical  change  from  home  environments  to  the 
cold  formality  of  strangers.  After  spending  several  terms  in  attendance  at 
the  normal  school,  he  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  and 
the  succeeding  five  years  of  his  life  Were  spent  in  teaching  and  attending 
school.  His  school  attendance  was  divided  between  tbe  Waukon  high  school, 
the  normal  school  at  that  place,  the  Allamakee  County  Teachers  Institute 
and  the  Decorah  Normal  and  Business  schools.  After  completing  his  prelim¬ 
inary  educational  work,  and  closing  his  teaching  career, — the  latter  covering 
many  terms  in  Allamakee  county  public  schools, — he  entered  upon  a  course  of 
study  in  preparation  for  the  ministry  of  the  Catholic  church.  1  en  days  attei 
completing  his  last  term  of  teaching,  he  bade  adieu  to  family  and  friends,  and 
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on  the  22d  of  March,  1888,  he  was  enrolled  as  a  student  at  St.  Joseph’s  Col¬ 
lege.  Dubuque,  Iowa.  He  was  graduated  from  this  well  known  institution, 
after  six  years  of  continuous  study,  with  the  class  of  June,  1893.  The  young 
man  then  took  a  much  needed  vacation  of  a  few  months  amid  the  loved 
scenes  of  his  boyhood  years,  when  the  archbishop  under  whose  jurisdiction  he 
had  been  pursuing  his  studies  at  St.  Joseph,  sent  him  to  Montreal,  Canada, 
to  pursue  his  theological  course.  On  the  20th  of  September,  1893,  he  be¬ 
gan  a  four  years’  course  in  the  Grand  Seminary.  He  was  graduated  and 
received  the  minor  orders  and  was  ordained,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1896, 
in  the  imposing  St.  James  Cathedral  at  Montreal.  The  thoughts  of  the  young 
clergyman  naturally  turned  to  his  early  home  and  its  loved  environments. 
He  thought  of  the  unpretentious  little  church  at  Lycurgus,  where  so  many 
years  before  he  had  received  the  sacrament  of  baptism,  and  first  holy  commun¬ 
ion  and  confirmation  and  he  came  home  and  made  arrangements  to  say 
his  first  holy  mass  in  the  little  church  which  was  so  dear  to  the  family,  as 
well  as  himself.  In  St.  Mary’s  church  at  Lycurgus  he  said  his  first  holy  mass 
on  the  23d  of  December,  1896.  He  received  his  first  appointment  to  pastoral 
labors  as  assistant  pastor  of  St.  Mary’s  church  in  Manchester,  Iowa,  February 
7,  1897,  and  remained  there  in  that  capacity  until  October  16,  1898,  when  he 
was  placed  in  charge  of  the  parish  of  which  Bryant,  Iowa,  is  the  center.  He 
remained  there  in  successful  work  for  four  years,  when  the  larger  field  was 
opened  to  him  at  West  Union.  Father  Regan  has  served  the  congregations 
at  Fayette,  Hawkeye  and  West  Union  since  January  1,  1903,  and  has  en¬ 
deared  himself,  both  to  his  parishioners  and  the  people  at  large,  by  his  unos¬ 
tentatious  yet  earnest  Christian  life.  Nearly  eight  years  have  been  spent 
profitably  and  pleasantly  in  the  West  Union  field  where  everybody  honors 
and  respects  Rev.  Father  Regan. 


CHRISTIAN  L.  FREIBURGHAUS. 

No  more  substantial  citizens  ever  connected  themselves  with  a  community 
than  the  family  of  this  name,  which  has  been  connected  with  Fayette  county 
for  over  forty  years.  They  are  of  the  best  known  Switzerland  stock,  with  a 
natural  turn  for  all  branches  of  the  mechanical  arts  and  invariably  successful 
as  artisans.  Christian  Freiburghaus  married  Rosina  Bigler  in  his  native  land 
and  by  her  had  several  children,  but  she  died  when  the  latter  were  young 
and  the  father  determined  to  seek  a  betterment  of  his  condition  on  distant 
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shores.  Gathering  his  young  family  around  him,  he  set  sail  for  the  United 
States  in  1867  and  in  due  time  reached  the  gates  that  open  upon  the  land  of 
promise.  He  had  picked  out  Iowa  as  his  destination  and  lost  no  time  in 
making  his  way  to  that  growing  state.  He  located  in  Clayton  county  and, 
though  a  cabinetmaker  by  trade,  he  turned  his  attention  temporarily  to  cai- 
pentry.  In  1869  he  changed  his  place  of  operations  to  Fayette  county,  located 
at  Elgin  and  opened  up  a  lively  trade  as  carpenter.  This  he  kept  up  mainly 
until  1875,  but  the  year  previous  he  took  up  cabinet  work  in  a  furniture  stoie 
established  by  his  son.  He  died  in  May,  1892,  after  an  industrious  and  useful 
life. 

Christian  L.  Freiburghaus,  son  of  the  old  cabinetmaker,  was  born  in 
Switzerland,  November  19,  1855,  and  was  consequently  only  twelve  years  old 
when  he  crossed  the  ocean  with  his  father.  He  was  able  to  obtain  a  limited 
education  as  his  fate  was  that  of  the  “hired  boy,”  overworked  all  the  time. 
During  the  summer,  when  there  were  no  schools,  he  was  pushed  hard  by 
his  employers  in  the  thousand  and  one  jobs  that  boys  can  do  on  a  farm.  In 
winter  he  had  to  work  for  farmers  to  pay  his  board  and  as  his  hours  were 
long  and  his  tasks  exacting,  he  had  little  time  left  for  school  or  private  study. 
The  result  was  that  he  grew  up  practically  without  the  kind  of  education  that 
is  obtained  in  school  houses,  but  he  made  up  the  deficiency  later  by  his  good 
sense,  faculty  of  observation  and  the  keeping  in  touch  with  affaiis  around  him. 
In  1873  he  came  to  Elgin  to  make  his  home  and  learned  the  carpenter  s  tiade 
under  his  father.  In  1874  the  latter  started  a  furniture  stoie  at  Elgin  and  his 
son  worked  for  him  until  his  death  in  1881.  Since  that  time  he  has  conducted 
the  business  alone  and  made  it  one  of  the  prosperous  houses  of  Elgin.  In  1893 
he  built  the  large  store  and  residence  structure  which  he  has  since  occupied. 
He  also  conducts  an  undertaking  business,  having  received  his  professional 
education  at  Howenshoe  and  the  embalming  school  at  Des  Moines,  Iowa.  In 
1881  he  married  to  Rosa  Hiltbrunner,  a  native  of  Switzerland.  Hei  paients 
were  John  and  Elizabeth  Hiltbrunner,  who  came  over  on  the  same  boat  that 
brought  Mr.  Freiburghaus  to  America.  By  a  singular  coincidence  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  at  once  to  Iowra  and  located  in  Elgin  on  the  very  spot  where  Mr.  Frei¬ 
burghaus  has  his  furniture  store  and  residence.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Fieibuig- 
haus,  who  was  a  tinsmith,  died  in  1894-  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Freiburghaus  ha\e 
had  eight  children;  Emilia,  Marie,  Ella,  Julius,  Lillie,  Carrie,  Katie  (died  in 
infancy)  and  Frieda. 

Mr.  Freiburghaus  is  a  Republican  and  always  takes  an  inteiest  in  local 
politics.  For  fifteen  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  din¬ 
ing  that  time  has  been  able  to  do  much  for  the  cause  of  education.  He  also 
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takes  much  interest  in  religious  affairs  as  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church. 
For  thirty  years  he  has  taught  the  infant  class  in  Sunday  school,  has  been 
treasurer  of  the  church  since  1884,  and  one  of  the  trustees  for  five  or  six  years. 


WILLIAM  ALVA  SCHNEIDER. 

An  enumeration  of  those  men  who  have  won  honor  and  public  recogni¬ 
tion  for  themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  have  honored  the  locality  where  they 
belong,  would  be  incomplete  were  there  failure  to  make  specific  mention  of 
the  one  whose  name  forms  the  caption  to  this  sketch.  A  life  of  earnest  and 
persistent  endeavor  has  placed  Mr.  Schneider  in  fairly  comfortable  circum¬ 
stances,  and  his  life  has  been  so  ordered  as  to  win  the  earnest  esteem  of  all 
who  know  him.  He  has  on  at  least  one  occasion  demonstrated  personal 
bravery  of  the  highest  order — an  incident  which  will  be  referred  to  in  a  later 
paragraph. 

William  A.  Schneider  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which  he  now  resides, 
his  birth  occurring  on  November  2,  1867.  He  is  the  son  of  Michael  and 
Elizabeth  (Burch)  Schneider,  the  latter  having  been  a  daughter  of  Elder 
Burch,  the  first  settler  at  Oelwein.  The  subject's  father  was  born  in  Alsace- 
Lorraine,  which  now  belongs  to  Germany,  though  at  that  time  it  was  a  part 
of  France.  He  came  to  the  United  States  and  here  followed  the  pursuit  of 
farming.  The  subject  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead  and  was  early 
inured  to  hard  work.  The  family  sometime  later  moved  to  Harlan  town¬ 
ship,  this  county,  where  the  father  had  bought  a  farm.  The  subject  attended 
the  common  schools,  which  in  his  early  days  were  in  session  but  about  three 
months  each  year.  After  completing  his  education  he  was  'variously  em¬ 
ployed  for  some  years,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  he  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  on  his  own  account  at  Oelwein,  but  did  not  long  continue  in 
that  line.  After  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1899,  he  located  on  a  farm 
which  he  had  bought  and  which  was  located  near  Oelwein,  and  during  the 
following  four  years  he  was  engaged  in  its  operation.  At  the  end  of  the 
period  noted  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  into  Oelwein,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business  for  two  and  a  half  years.  He  and  his  family  then  went 
to  California  on  an  extended  trip,  and  remained  there  about  six  months,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Oelwein  and  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  railroad,  being  employed  in  the  shops  for  about  four¬ 
teen  months.  In  March,  1908,  Mr.  Schneider  entered  a  homestead  of  one 
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hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Stanley  county,  South  Dakota,  to  which  he  now  has 
a  clear  title.  In  June,  1909,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  returned  from  their  resi¬ 
dence  on  this  homestead  and  now  make  their  home  in  Oelwein.  Mr.  Schneider 
owns  a  total  of  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  South  Dakota,  and  is 
extensively  engaged  in  the  business  of  buying  and  selling  land,  in  which  he  has 
met  with  splendid  success.  He  is  a  good  judge  of  land  values  and  is  a  shrewd 
and  successful  trader.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  some  valuable  real  estate  in 
Oelwein. 

On  January  4,  1899,  Mr.  Schneider  married  Hattie  May  Powers,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Livonia  (McDougall)  Powers.  The  latter  was  born 
in  New  York  state,  but  in  her  young  girlhood  she  accompanied  her  parents  on 
their  removal  to  Canada,  where  she  was  reared.  Henry  Powers  is  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneers  of  Fayette  county,  having  located  in  Scott  town¬ 
ship  in  the  spring  of  1856.  He  was  postmaster  of  Scott  Center  for  twelve 
consecutive  years,  or  from  the  founding  of  the  office  until  its  abolishment. 
His  descendants  are  numerous  in  Scott  township.  He  was  the  eldest  of  eleven 
children  born  to  John  L.  and  Melissa  Ann  (Farr)  Powers,  and  John  L.  was 
the  eldest  of  seven  sons  born  to  David  and  Hannah  Powers,  who  lived  near 
Meadville,  Crawford  county,  Pennsylvania,  about  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century.  The  Farr  family  were  also  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers  in 
Fayette  county.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  born  one  son,  Paul  A. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Schneider  is  a  member  of  that  great  fraternal  insurance 
order,  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  Mrs.  Schneider  is  a  member 
of  the  auxiliary  order,  the  Royal  Neighbors.  They  are  both  active  in  their 
respective  orders  and  are  popular  among  their  acquaintances. 

Mr.  Schneider  is  the  holder  of  a  bronze  medal  given  to  him  by  the 
Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission  as  a  reward  for  an  act  of  the  greatest 
bravery  and  calling  for  personal  courage  and  presence  of  mind  of  a  high  order. 
The  inscription  on  the  medal  reads  as  follows :  “Awarded  to  William  A. 
Schneider,  who  saved  Marian  Sturgis  from  drowning,  Hazleton,  Iowa,  July 
24,  1906.”  The  young  lady  referred  to  is  the  daughter  of  Hon.  Lew  I. 
Sturgis,  postmaster  at  Oelwein,  and  the  incident,  as  related  in  the  report  of 
the  Carnegie  Hero  Fund  Commission,  award  No.  177,  was  that  Miss  Sturgis 
was  bathing  in  Otter  creek,  twenty  feet  from  the  bank,  and  in  water  ten  feet 
deep,  when  she  became  panic  stricken  and  helpless.  She  was  struggling  and 
about  to  sink  for  the  third  time  when  Mr.  Schneider  went  to  her  rescue.  In 
her  excitement  and  semi-consciousness  she  grabbed  him  around  the  neck  and 
head  and  pulled  him  under  the  water,  but  by  presence  of  mind  and  herculean 
efforts  he  succeeded  in  getting  her  to  shallow  water.  In  addition  to  the  award 
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of  the  medal,  Mr.  Schneider  was  also  given  eleven  hundred  dollars  in  cash 
from  the  hero  fund  in  further  recognition  of  his  courage  and  character,  and 
in  this  connection  it  may  be  noted  that  an  award  of  money  is  only  made  after 
the  most  rigid  investigation  by  special  agents  as  to  the  personal  character  and 
worth  of  the  recipient.  While  modest  in  his  reference  to  this  event,  Mr. 
Schneider  is  deservedly  proud  of  his  membership  in  this  list  of  publicly-recog¬ 
nized  heroes. 


HANS  JACOBSEN. 

Although  Denmark  is  a  small  kingdom  and  far  remote  from  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  she  has  sent  a  fair  representative  of  her  best  citizenship  to  this 
and  other  localities  of  our  great  republic,  and  wherever  the  Danes  have  settled 
they  have  become  integral  parts  of  our  great  body  politic,  being  law-abiding, 
progressive,  honest,  as  a  rule,  and  in  every  respect  welcomed  to  the  protection 
of  the  stars  and  stripes  to  which  they  have  ever  been  loyal.  One  of  the  most 
conspicuous  representatives  of  this  class  in  Fayette  county  is  Hans  Jacobsen, 
one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  the  county,  his  highly  im¬ 
proved  and  valuable  landed  estate  lying  near  the  city  of  West  Union. 

Mr.  Jacobsen  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1845,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Lewis 
and  Mary  (McGrater)  Jacobsen,  both  natives  of  Denmark  and  each  represent¬ 
ing  excellent  old  families  there.  The  parents  of  the  subject  spent  their  lives 
in  their  home  country  on  a  farm  and  died  there.  Their  son,  Hans,  assisted 
with  the  farm  duties  on  the  home  place  when  a  boy  and  received  his  educa¬ 
tion  in  the  common  schools.  His  imagination  had  been  fired  by  the  wonder¬ 
ful  stories  of  opportunities  in  the  western  republic  and  he  early  in  life  began 
to  plan  to  come  here,  believing  that  he  would  be  enabled  to  carve  out  a  fortune 
for  himself  if  given  a  fair  opportunity,  and,  judging  from  the  eminent  suc¬ 
cess  that  has  attended  his  efforts,  one  would  conclude  that  he  was  wise  in 
reaching  and  carrying  out  this  early  decision.  It  was  in  1879  that  he  set  sail 
for  our  shores.  He  remained  in  the  state  of  New  York,  settling  near  Utica 
for  a  period  of  eight  years,  working  on  different  farms  until  he  got  a  start. 
He  was  economical,  saved  his  money  and,  believing  that  the  West  offered  ad¬ 
vantages  for  securing  land  that  were  superior  to  any  thing  the  East  had  to 
offer,  he  came  to  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  purchased 
eighty  acres  and  lived  on  it  for  a  period  of  four  years,  making  a  good  living 
and  adding  to  his  competence.  He  then  purchased  one  hundred  and  forty 
acres  in  Union  township,  where  he  now  lives,  engaged  in  diversified  farming 
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in  a  most  successful  manner.  He  has  a  cozy  and  substantial  dwelling  and 
good  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Jacobsen  was  married  in  1887,  while  living  at  Utica,  New  York,  to 
Elena  Marie  Jensen,  the  daughter  of  an  industrious  and  highly  honored  fam¬ 
ily,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Laura, 
Jensena,  James,  Alie  and  Lena.  Laura  married  George  Alcorn,  and  Jensena 
married  Charley  Bartels,  who  is  living  in  South  Dakota  on  a  farm  of  four 
hundred  and  eighty  acres.  Mrs.  Jacobsen  died  September  4,  1894,  and  about 
a  year  later  Mr.  Jacobsen  married  her  sister,  Jensine  Jensen,  at  Cedar  Falls, 
Black  Hawk  county. 

Politically,  Mr.  Jacobsen  is  a  Republican  and  while  he  has  not  found  time 
to  take  much  interest  in  political  matters  he  has  served  as  school  director.  He 
is  a  Presbyterian  in  religious  matters. 


WILLIAM  SARGENT. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  review  is  one  of  the  surviving  early  set¬ 
tlers  of  Illyria  township,  without  whose  history  the  annals  of  the  township,  and 
particularly  the  town  of  Wadena,  would  be  very  incomplete.  There  are  few 
people  in  Fayette  county  who  do  not  personally  know  “Billie”  Sargent.  He 
was  one  of  the  writer’s  earliest  friends  in  the  west,  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  him 
to  record  these  few  details  in  the  life  history  of  one  of  Fayette  county’s  most 
worthy  citizens.  William  Sargent  is  an  Englishman  by  birth.  He  was  born 
in  Dorsetshire,  February  13,  1843.  His  parents  were  William  and  Emma 
(Young)  Sargent,  natives  of  the  same  locality  as  himself.  His  father  was 
superintendent  of  Lord  Bigby’s  estate  at  Dorsetshire  for  thirty-five  years. 

The  first  eleven  years  of  the  subject’s  life  were  spent  in  his  native  country, 
and  he  there  began  his  educational  career  in  the  common  schools  of  England. 
In  the  fall  of  1854  the  family  emigrated  to  America  and  came  at  once  to  Illyria 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  selected  a  home  near  the  southwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  the  township.  The  parental  home  was  continued  here  during  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  lives  of  his  parents,  and  is  still  referred  to  as  one  of  the  pioneer 
landmarks  in  the  township.  The  father,  William  Sargent,  Sr.,  was  a  quiet, 
unassuming  man,  at  peace  with  himself  and  all  the  world.  He  never  aspired 
to  public  honors  nor  mingled  greatly  with  the  people  outside  of  his  own  family. 
And  this  reticence  seems  to  be  a  family  characteristic,  in  that  none  of  the 
children  were  ever  loudly  outspoken,  even  on  subjects  that  deeply  interested 
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them.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  noted  for  his  quiet,  unobtrusive  manner 
and  carefully  guarded  and  well-controlled  temper.  No  one  ever  saw  “Billie” 
Sargent  in  great  anger,  except,  possibly,  the  family  of  five  grown  men  and 
boys  who  once  undertook  to  “pick  his  bones,”  as  he  facetiously  termed  a 
“neighborly  bout”  when  he  was  young.  But  on  that  occasion  the  father  and 
his  four  sons,  though  all  of  “fighting  stock,”  had  to  take  to  the  woods ! 

On  arriving  at  Illyria,  Mr.  Sargent  entered  the  pioneer  school  in  the 
neighborhood  and  pursued  his  studies  for  about  three  years,  when  he  was 
apprenticed  to  the  blacksmith  trade  and  completed  the  full  course  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  that  department,  as  was  customary  in  early  days.  No  one  was  con¬ 
sidered  either  a  carpenter  or  a  blacksmith  who  did  not  serve  an  apprenticeship 
of  at  least  three  years,  and  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  mention  the  shop  in  which 
Mr.  Sargent  learned  his  trade.  It  was  located  in  the  extreme  northwest  cor¬ 
ner  of  Illyria  township,  in  the  country,  and  on  the  well  known  Gilson  farm, 
and  was  operated  by  Gilson  &  Johnson.  Their  specialty  was  plow  making, 
for  all  the  plows  then  in  use  were  made  by  hand,  and  the  fame  of  the  Gilson 
plow  reached  far  and  wide  over  Fayette  county.  But  they  were  also  general 
blacksmiths,  and  while  the  subject  was  specially  qualified  to  make  or  repair 
plows,  he  was  also  a  good  general  mechanic  in  iron  or  steel  work.  But  after 
completing  his  apprenticeship,  “Billie”  decided  to  re-enter  school  for  a  while, 
and  was  enrolled  as  a  student  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  where  he  pursued 
his  general  studies  for  about  three  years.  He  has  always  been  successful  as  a 
business  man,  and  any  endeavor  in  a  business  way  invariably  brought  him  good 
results. 

The  nucleus  to  a  nice  little  income,  which  was  always  well  invested,  re¬ 
sulted  from  horse  breeding  in  early  days,  before  the  country  was  out  of  the 
“ox  team”  stage.  But  soon  after  leaving  school,  Mr.  Sargent  engaged  in  busi¬ 
ness  at  Taylorsville,  which  was  then  one  of  the  most  prosperous  towns  of  the 
county.  He  operated  a  shop  there  for  two  years,  when  he  sold  out,  and  when 
he  again  opened  a  shop  he  chose  the  village  of  Wadena,  a  most  profitable 
venture,  for  his  was  the  only  blacksmith’s  shop  in  the  place  for  several  years. 
His  old  shop  there  is  now  worked  over  into  a  residence,  and  the  telephone  ex¬ 
change  is  located  there.  After  about  ten  years  in  the  hardest  labor  of  any 
of  the  mechanical  trades,  Mr.  Sargent  retired,  and,  barring  a  few  years  that  he 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  he  has  been  retired  for  about  twenty-five  years. 
But  this  is  really  not  a  retirement  at  all,  in  that  Mr.  Sargent  owns  two  good 
farms,  aggregating  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  good  Fayette  county  soil, 
and  the  superintendence  of  these  requires  considerable  of  his  time.  Just  out¬ 
side  of  the  corporation  of  Wadena  is  his  home  farm  of  ninety  acres,  where  he 
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and  his  wife  have  a  pleasant  residence.  The  other  farm,  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres,  is  located  in  Scott  township,  some  fifteen  miles  distant. 

William  Sargent  and  Miriam  M.  Mitchell  were  married  December  31, 
1873.  Miss  Mitchell,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Ida  L.  Mitchell,  was  born  in 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  August  9,  1853.  Her  parents  were  very  early  settlers 
in  Fayette  county,  and  her  father  was  one  of  the  first  blacksmiths  in  Wadena 
and  was  also  a  very  early  postmaster  there. 

Mr.  Sargent  has  been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  for  many  years, 
having  been  initiated  into  York  lodge,  No.  202,  at  Taylorsville,  before  its  re¬ 
moval  to  “Brush  Creek,”  now  Arlington.  On  the  organization  of  a  lodge  of 
Odd  Fellows  at  Wadena,  he  was  one  of  the  early  initiates,  in  order  to  help  a 
worthy  cause  along.  Himself  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Order  of  the  East¬ 
ern  Star  at  Arlington. 

Though  a  moral  and  upright  man,  and  a  ready  contributor  to  churches, 
Sunday  schools,  etc.,  Mr.  Sargent  has  never  connected  himself  with  any  re¬ 
ligious  organization.  His  views  are  liberal,  inclining  towards  Universalism. 
And  the  doctrines  of  this  sect,  if  properly  observed  and  followed  through  life, 
will  not  lead  its  adherents  far  astray. 


ADOLPH  GARNIER. 

As  the  name  implies,  the  Gamier  family  is  of  French  origin,  but  Adolph 
Gamier,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  his  birth  occurring 
there  December  14,  1854,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  useful  and  honorable  life 
has  been  spent  in  America.  He  is  the  son  of  William  and  Johanna  (Suess) 
Gamier,  the  former  born  in  France,  of  fine  old  Huguenot  stock;  the  mother 
was  born  in  Germany.  William  Gamier  was  educated  in  France, 'from  which 
country  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Germany  when  a  young  man,  where  he 
farmed;  he  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Reformed  church  and  was  an  honest  and 
honored  citizen  of  the  fatherland.  He  and  his  wife  \vere  the  parents  of  six 
children  named  as  follows :  Louis,  a  gardner  at  Bloomfield,  New  Jersey,  came 
to  America  when  young  and  served  as  a  Union  soldier  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac;  John  is  farming  in  Germany;  Annie,  who  remained  in  the  old 
country,  died  there ;  William  is  interested  in  a  soap  factory  at  Dubuque,  Iowa ; 
Adolph,  of  this  review,  was  the  youngest  child. 

Adolph  Gamier  attended  the  public  schools  and  later  the  Latin  schools  of 
his  home  country  and  he  spent  three  years  learning  the  confectioner’s  trade. 
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for  which  he  paid  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars.  Believing  that  greater 
opportunities  existed  for  him  in  free  America,  he  set  sail  for  our  shores  in 
1872  and  penetrated  to  the  interior,  locating  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  his 
brother  had  settled  in  1868.  After  remaining  with  his  brother  there  for  a 
time,  he  went  to  New  Jersey  with  another  brother,  with  whom  he  remained 
one  year,  working  at  his  trade,  then  he  came  back  to  Dubuque  and  took  up 
farming  in  order  to  improve  his  health  which  at  that  time  was  not  particularly 
robust.  After  one  year  he  went  to  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  this  state,  in 
1878. 

On  June  4,  1879,  Mr.  Gamier  married  Lina  Meyer,  of  Dubuque,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Meyer,  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  in  1862 
and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  32,  Harlan  town¬ 
ship.  Fayette  county.  He  was  thrifty  and  added  considerably  more  land  to 
his  original  purchase.  He  was  a  farmer,  which  vocation  he  followed  until 
his  death  in  1893,  his  wife  dying  in  1903.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
children,  namely:  Johanna  married  George  Struthof,  of  Maynard,  Iowa; 
John  H.,  of  Oelwein,  Iowa;  Lina,  wife  of  Adolph  Gamier,  of  this  review; 
Charles  is  deceased. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gamier :  Henry 
John  married  Anna  Suess  and  he  is  farming  on  his  father’s  old  place  in  Harlan 
township  and  he  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Etta;  Amelia  mar¬ 
ried  Fred  Schroeder,  of  Harlan  township,  and  they  have  one  son,  Elmer; 
Walter,  single,  is  farming  in  Harlan  township;  Julia  married  Otto  Wilson, 
of  Oelwein,  Iowa,  and  they  have  one  daughter,  Virginia;  Johanna  is  living 
on  the  home  farm  with  her  brother,  Walter. 

Mr.  Gamier  owns  a  half  section  of  high  grade  land  in  section  29,  Harlan 
township.  When  he  first  came  to  this  county  he  worked  for  J.  H.  Meyer  for 
one  year,  then  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  It  was  new  land  and  he 
made  all  the  improvements  on  the  same,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  good  man¬ 
ager.  He  added  to  his  original  purchase  from  time  to  time  and  farmed  suc¬ 
cessfully  until  1905,  when  he  moved  to  Maynard,  Iowa,  where  he  has  since 
lived  retired.  He  not  only  carried  on  general  farming  in  a  most  successful 
manner,  but  also  stock  raising,  handling  Durham  cattle,  draft  horses  and 
Chester  White  hogs.  He  always  found  a  ready  market  for  his  stock  owing 
to  their  high  quality. 

Mr.  Gamier  has  long  taken  considerable  interest  in  local  politics ;  he  was 
trustee  of  Harlan  township  for  a  period  of  twelve  years,  also  was  school 
director  and  has  held  many  other  local  offices,  always  discharging  his  duties 
in  a  faithful  and  conscientious  manner.  He  is  an  uncompromising  Republi- 
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can.  Mrs.  Gamier  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  church.  Mr.  Gamier  is  a 
Mason,  being  a  member  of  Sunny  Side  Lodge  No.  510  at  Maynard.  He  is  a 
director  of  the  Fayette  County  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  of  this  county. 
He  is  a  director  and  stockholder  in  the  Maynard  Bank.  For  his  deep  inter¬ 
est  in  the  affairs  of  his  locality,  his  honesty  and  industry,  Mr.  Gamier  is  one 
of  the  best  known  and  most  highly  esteemed  man  of  the  southern  part  of 
Fayette  county. 


JAMES  J.  KIERON. 

Standing  out  distinctly  as  one  of  the  central  figures  in  the  business  his¬ 
tory  of  Waucoma,  the  subject  of  this  review  stamped  his  individuality  upon 
the  minds  of  all  with  whom  he  came  into  contact  for  a  number  of  years,  took 
a  leading  part  in  directing  the  commercial  interests  of  the  town  along  lines 
greatly  to  the  profit  of  those  who  have  imitated  his  example.  Successful  in 
all  of  his  undertakings  and  above  the  suspicion  of  dishonor  in  his  dealings,  his 
life  was  filled  with  good  to  his  fellow  men  and,  though  dead,  he  still  speaks  in 
the  timely  counsel  and  beneficial  influence  which  he  left  behind. 

Tames  T.  Kieron,  whose  birth  occurred  in  New  York  City,  May  28,  1859, 
was  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Mary  (Dolan)  Kieron.  When  he  was  five  years 
old  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  where 
they  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  finally  retiring  to  Waucoma,  where  their 
respective  deaths  subsequently  occurred.  Mrs.  Kieron  survived  her  husband 
about  eighteen  years.  James  J.  Kieron  was  reared  to  agricultural  pursuits, 
receiving  his  educational  discipline  in  the  district  schools  and  after  the  death 
of  his  father  remained  on  the  farm,  which  he  cultivated  jointly  with  a  younger 
brother  until  his  twenty-fifth  year.  This  brother,  Edward  Kieron,  is  still  on 
the  place  and  his  two  sisters,  Anna,  wife  of  Fred  McKay,  and  Mary,  who  mar¬ 
ried  James  McDonald,  live  at  Waucoma  and  Dubuque,  respectively. 

About  the  year  1884  the  subject  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  mercantile 
house  at  Waucoma  and  later,  with  his  cousin,  Ed  Kieron,  now  of  St.  Paul, 
Minnesota,  started  a  general  store  in  the  town,  which  they  conducted  jointly 
for  one  year,  when  Fred  McKay  purchased  his  partner’s  interest,  forming  the 
firm  of  Kieron  &  McKay,  under  which  name  the  business  was  continued  until 
1894.  In  that  year  Ed  Kieron,  the  subject’s  brother,  succeeded  McKay  and 
the  firm  of  Kieron  Brothers,  as  thus  constituted,  lasted  until  the  senior  mem¬ 
bers’s  death,  some  time  after  which  the  stock  was  sold  to  another  party. 

The  Kieron  Brothers  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  and  in  due  time 
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forged  to  the  front  among  the  leading  commercial  firms  in  Waucoma.  Then- 
fine  store  building,  the  third  floor  of  which  was  used  for  a  hotel,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  in  January,  1906,  entailing  a  heavy  loss,  including  their  entire  stock  of 
goods,  but,  with  characteristic  energy,  they  immediately  rebuilt  and  started 
business  upon  a  much  larger  scale  than  formerly.  The  firm  became  widely 
known  and  as  long  as  it  lasted  stood  in  the  front  rank  of  Fayette  county’s 
successful  commercial  establishments,  both  members  earning  creditable  repu¬ 
tations  as  sagacious,  far-sighted  and  eminently  honorable  business  men.  Since 
the  younger  brother  disposed  of  the  stock  sometime  after  the  death  of  the 
subject,  C.  Webster,  the  purchaser,  has  carried  on  the  business,  and  under  his 
management  and  care  the  high  reputation  of  the  house  has  been  maintained. 

In  connection  with  merchandising,  James  J.  Kieron  was  also  largely  in¬ 
terested  in  the  breeding  and  raising  of  fine  livestock,  making  a  specialty  of 
the  Polled  Angus  cattle,  of  which  he  had  a  large  number,  including  some  of  the 
most  valuable  animals  of  the  kind  ever  seen  in  that  part  of  the  state.  He  called 
his  farm  the  “Riverside  farm”  under  which  name  it  became  widely  known 
among  stock  men,  and  the  sales  which  he  held  at  regulai  inteiials  weie 
largely  attended.  He  manifested  great  pride  in  his  livestock  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  planning  to  enlarge  the  business  upon  quite  an  extensive 
scale. 

Mr.  Kieron  was  a  politician  of  much  more  than  local  repute  and  for  years 
was  not  only  the  recognized  Democratic  leader  of  Fayette  county,  but  became 
quite  widely  known  throughout  the  state  as  an  energetic  and  successful  cam¬ 
paigner.  He  stood  high  in  the  councils  of  his  party  and  had  few  equals  on 
the  hustings,  where  his  abilities  as  a  public  speaker  shone  with  a  peculiar  luster. 
A  natural  orator  and  a  master  of  assemblages,  he  became  very  popular  in 
campaign  years  and  could  respond  to  but  comparatively  few  of  the  mam  de¬ 
mands  for  his  services.  For  a  number  of  years  he  was  known  as  “The  Mer¬ 
chant  Stump  Orator,”  and  right  well  did  he  sustain  the  reputation  before  the 
public,  for  where  he  once  appeared  efforts  were  invariably  put  forth  to  induce 
him  to  repeat  the  visit.  Mr.  Kieron  was  a  gentleman  of  pleasing  adchess, 
easily  accessible  and  a  general  favorite  in  the  social  circles.  He  was  a  natural 
leader  and  as  a  politician  he  exercised  a  strong  influence  in  directing  the 
policies  of  his  party,  as  well  as  in  moulding  public  opinion  on  matters  of  gen¬ 
eral  interest.  His  popularity  was  by  no  means  confined  to  his  party,  as  he 
made  friends  wherever  he  went  and  those  who  knew  him  best  were  loudest 
in  their  praise.  Religiously,  he  was  born  and  reared  a  Catholic,  and  always 
remained  loyal  and  devoted  to  the  mother  church,  contributing  liberally  of 
his  means  to  its  various  interests  and  taking  active  part  in  the  affaiis  of  the 
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local  parish  to  which  he  belonged.  He  was  largely  instrumental  in  securing 
the  erection  of  St.  Mary’s  church  at  Waucoma,  and  while  the  building  was  in 
progress  he  gave  it  much  of  his  attention,  besides  subscribing  liberally  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  enterprise. 

On  December  4,  1906,  Mr.  Kieron  was  married  to  Mrs.  Allada  Schanck, 
of  Sumner,  Iowa,  but  \vho  at  the  time  referred  to  was  living  in  Waucoma, 
where  for  three  years  she  had  been  proprietress  of  the  Palace  Hotel,  which 
popular  hostlery  she  conducted  very  successfully  until  its  destruction  by  fire 
at  the  expiration  of  that  period.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kieron  had  no  children  of 
their  own,  -but  by  a  previous  marriage  she  is  the  mother  of  three  daughters, 
viz:  Maud,  wife  of  Lloyd  Farnum,  of  Mason  City;  Hazel,  unmarried  and  at 
home,  and  Maida,  widow  of  De  Witt  Schanck,  of  Fredericksburg,  this  state. 

Mr.  Kieron’s  death  resulted  from  a  brain  tumor,  which  caused  him 
much  suffering,  notwithstanding  which  he  continued  to  give  personal  attention 
to  his  business  until  seven  months  before  the  end  came.  In  the  hope  of  being 
benefited  by  an  operation  he  went  to  Dubuque  and  died  at  Mercy  Hospital, 
that  city,  a  short  time  after  the  surgeon  had  finished  his  work,  this  sad  event 
occurring  on  the  7th  of  May,  1909. 


TOFIELD  LEHMAN. 

Among  the  representative  fanners  and  progressive  citizens  of  Pleasant 
Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  none  occupies  a  more  enviable  position 
than  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  A  native 
of  this  county,  his  long  residence  here  has  only  served  to  gain  for  him  a 
marked  prestige  among  his  fellow  citizens,  and,  though  one  of  the  younger 
generation  of  agriculturists,  he  is  accounted  a  shrewd  and  practical  man  of 
affairs. 

Tofield  Lehman  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1874,  and  is  a 
son  of  Jacob  and  Rosa  (Hess)  Lehman,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  native  of 
Switzerland,  from  which  country  he  came  to  the  United  States  in  about  1852. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Canton,  Ohio.  They  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  located  on  a  fine  and  fertile  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  where 
the  father  still  lives.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  three  children 
born  to  his  parents,  by  whom  he  was  reared.  He  secured  his  early  education 
in  the  district  schools  and  he  remained  on  the  home  farm  with  his  father  until 
his  marriage,  in  1903,  though  prior  to  that  time  he  had  conducted  some  busi- 
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ness  enterprises  on  his  own  account.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  twenty  acres 
of  land  and  devotes  much  of  his  attention  to  the  care  of  bees  and  the  produc¬ 
tion  of  honey,  in  which  he  has  met  with  the  most  pronounced  success,  the 
honey  which  he  puts  on  the  market  being  considered  of  a  very  superior  quality 
and  giving  him  a  widespread  reputation.  Since  1898  Mr.  Lehman  has  sup¬ 
plied  large  quantities  of  honey  to  Walter  S.  Pouder,  a  leading  merchant  of 
Indianapolis,  Indiana,  who  always  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  Mr.  Leh¬ 
man’s  product.  At  one  time  Mr.  Pouder  desired  to  make  an  exhibit  at  the 
famous  Indiana  State  Fair  and  wrote  Mr.  Lehman  for  some  honey  for  the 
exhibit.  The  following  is  a  quotation  from  a  letter  received  by  the  subject 
from  Mr.  Pouder  after  the  fair:  “I  won  second  premium  at  our  state  fair. 
The  judge  came  to  me  and  said  that  my  extracted  honey  was  the  finest  he  had 
ever  tasted,  but  one  of  my  competitors  had  a  lot  of  granulated  honey  and 
I  had  none,  and  on  this  account  he  gave  first  to  the  other  fellow.”  Mr.  Leh¬ 
man  also  ships  large  quantities  of  honey  to  various  other  dealers,  among  them 
C.  H.  W.  Weber,  of  Cincinnati,  and  the  Fred  W.  Muth  Company,  of  the 
same  city,  all  of  whom  compliment  the  honey  very  highly.  Mr.  Lehman 
started  in  the  business  in  1892  with  two  swarms  of  bees,  and  has  steadily  in¬ 
creased  his  apiary  until  now  he  has  eighty  swarms,  keeping  his  stock  down 
to  that  number  that  he  may  give  his  personal  attention  to  every  detail  of  the 
business. 

On  February  17,  1903,  Mr.  Lehman  was  united  in  marriage  to  Emma 
Butikofer,  who  was  born  in  Clayton  county,  this  state,  and  they  have  become 
the  parents  of  the  following-  children:  Adeline,  Jacob  and  Walter.  Mr.  Leh¬ 
man  is  public  spirited  in  his  attitude  towards  all  movements  for  the  public 
good  and  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  community.  Of  pleasing  ad¬ 
dress,  good  business  ability  and  unquestioned  integrity,  he  enjoys  the  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  of  all  who  have  had  dealings  with  him  and  he  is  numbered 
among  the  sterling  citizens  of  Pleasant  Valley  township. 


A.  E.  SMITH. 

Civilization’s  progress  is  shown  more  in  the  care  given  to  human  weak¬ 
lings,  to  the  insane  and  other  unfortunates,  than  in  any  other  way.  Not  long 
ago,  even  in  this  enlightened  country,  they  were  accorded  a  treatment  not  fit 
for  brutes.  Now  they  are  given  the  best  of  care  and  medical  attention,  their 
surroundings  are  the  ones  which  sanitary  science  approves,  and  while  not  all 
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recover  from  their  unfortunate  condition,  at  least  their  sufferings  are  palli¬ 
ated  as  much  as  possible.  In  men  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Smith,  placed  at 
the  head  of  a  county  home,  a  man  whose  training  gives  ample  security  of  his 
fitness  for  the  position,  we  have  indeed  a  contrast  to  some  of  the  poor  over¬ 
seers  of  past  times.  We  may  be  assured  that  any  unfortunates  committed 
to  his  care  will  receive  their  due  share  of  attention  and  care,  and  will  have 
no  cause  to  complain  of  bad  treatment. 

A.  E.  Smith  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  May  23,  1876,  the  son 
of  J.  E.  and  Hannah  (Harper)  Smith,  he  born  in  Fayette  county,  she  in  In¬ 
diana.  His  paternal  grandparents  were  John  and  Mary  (Hicks)  Smith  both 
born  in  England,  who  came  to  America,  locating  first  near  Whitewater,  Wis¬ 
consin,  as  pioneers,  Mr.  Smith  farming.  Later  they  came  to  Fayette  county 
and  continued  farming.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  William  and  Mary 
Elizabeth  (Cruesan)  Harper,  he  born  in  Ohio,  she  in  Indiana.  They  came 
from  Indiana  to  West  Union  where  he  farmed.  J.  E.  Smith  was  a  farmer 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Maynard.  He  reared  two  children. 

A.  E.  Smith  was  educated  in  the  public  schools.  As  a  young  man  he 
farmed,  carrying  on  general  farming  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  in  Harlan  township.  In  1892  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  State  Hos¬ 
pital  at  Independence  as  a  nurse,  and  continued  there  for  seven  years.  In 
1906  he  took  the  position  of  superintendent  of  the  Fayette  county  insane  hos¬ 
pital  and  home.  He  is  still  interested  in  farming. 

On  March  1,  1902,  Mr.  Smith  was  married  to  Myrtle  Robinson,  who 
was  born  in  Clayton  county.  His  discharge  of  his  duties  in  his  present  posi¬ 
tion  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired  by  way  of  improvement.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
voting  man  of  great  promise,  which  will  be  realized  if  he  continues  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  ways. 


WILBUR  FISK  BOYCE. 

The  financial  and  commercial  history  of  Fayette  county  would  be  incom¬ 
plete  and  unsatisfactory  without  personal  mention  of  those  whose  lives  are 
interwoven  so  closely  with  the  industrial  and  financial  development  of  this  por¬ 
tion  of  the  state.  When  a  man,  or  a  number  of  men,  set  in  motion  the  ma¬ 
chinery  of  business,  which  materializes  into  many  forms  of  practical  utility, 
or  where  they  have  carved  out  a  fortune  or  a  name  from  the  common  possi¬ 
bilities,  open  for  competition  to  all,  there  is  a  natural  public  desire,  which 
should  he  gratified  to  see  them  as  nearly  as  a  word  artist  can  paint  them.  The 
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examples  they  furnish  of  patient  purpose  and  steadfast  integrity  strongly  illu¬ 
strate  what  it  is  in  the  power  of  each  to  accomplish.  Some  men  belong  to  no 
exclusive  class  in  life;  apaprently  insurmountable  obstacles  have  in  many  in¬ 
stances  awakened  their  faculties  and  served  as  a  stimulus  to  carry  them  to 
ultimate  success.  The  gentleman  whose  life  history  is  here  outlined  lived  to 
a  good  purpose  and  achieved  a  much  greater  degree  of  success  than  falls  to  the 
lot  of  the  average  individual.  By  a  straightforward  and  commendable  course 
he  made  his  way  to  a  respectable  position  in  the  business  world,  winning  the 
hearty  admiration  of  the  people  of  his  county  and  earning  a  reputation  as  an 
enterprising,  progressive  man  of  affairs,  which  the  public  was  not  slow  to 
recognize  and  appreciate. 

Wilbur  Fisk  Boyce  was  born  on  the  21st  day  of  June,  1846,  in  Kendall 
county,  Illinois,  and  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Boyce,  an  early  merchant  and  for 
many  years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Fayette,  having  retired  in  later  life.  In  1857 
Mr.  Boyce  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to  near  Waterloo,  Iowa, 
and  in  1861  accompanied  them  to  Fayette  and  from  that  time  up  to  the  date  of 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  January  18,  1906,  he  was  closely  identified  with 
Fayette  county.  At  Fayette  he  passed  from  youth  to  manhood  and  became  the 
clerk  of  his  father,  who  was  then  carrying  on  a  general  store.  When  his  father 
sold  out,  the  subject  remained  as  clerk  for  four  years.  He  then,  in  1876, 
entered  business  for  himself,  purchasing  a  lumber  yard,  which  he  continued 
to  operate  until  his  death,  a  period  of  about  twenty-eight  years.  If  you  would 
know  the  history  of  his  dealings  in  the  lumber  business,  ask  the  hundreds  of 
men  who  were  his  customers.  He  was  a  man  of  keen  discernment  and  could 
generally  calculate  successfully  the  outcome  of  a  transaction,  his  judgment 
being  highly  valued  by  his  business  associates  and  others  with  whom  he  had 
dealings.  Shrewd  and  sagacious,  he  gave  careful  attention  to  every  detail  of 
his  business  affairs,  and  this  was  the  keynote  to  his  success.  Honorable  in 
his  dealings  with  others,  he  e'arned  and  retained  a  high  position  in  the  esteem 
of  all  who  knew  him.  Public  spirited  and  progressive,  he  gave  unstintedly  his 
support  and  influence  to  every  measure  which  had  for  its  object  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  best  interests  of  the  community,  and  much  of  the  success  of  the 
Upper  Iowa  University  was  attributed  to  his  valued  services  as  a  member  of 
the  board  of  trustees  of  that  institution,  in  the  Welfare  of  which  he  was  par¬ 
ticularly  interested. 

Politically,  Mr.  Boyce  was  a  Republican  and  he  took  an  intelligent  and 
active  interest  in  the  success  of  his  party.  He  was  converted  when  about 
twenty  years  of  age  and  was  ever  after  faithful  to  his  religious  duties.  As 
time  passed  he  was  given  positions  of  trust  in  the  church,  having  served  many 
(80) 
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years  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  stewards  and  also  as  a  trustee.  For  twelve 
years  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  council  and  on  the  school  board  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  good  citizen  in  all  the  term  implies  and  his 
death  was  deplored  in  all  circles  of  society.  His  geniality  was  greater  than 
the  average  and  in  his  home  life  he  was  a  model,  and  loved  best  of  all  the 
quiet  of  his  own  fireside.  In  all  relations ‘with  his  fellow  beings  he  was  an 
example  worthy  of  emulation. 

On  October  19,  1869,  Mr.  Boyce  was  married  to  Julia  Ann  Robertson, 
daughter  of  James  E.  and  Elizabeth  (Alexander)  Robertson,  and  co  this  union 
were  born  two  children,  Eva  Louise,  deceased,  and  George  Edmond,  an  optician 
at  Waterloo.  Aside  from  his  wife  and  son,  Mr.  Boyce  left  a  sister,  Mrs.  Mattie 
Scobey,  and  a  brother,  J.  H.  Boyce,  both  of  Fayette. 


JAMES  COONEY. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  holds  worthy  prestige  at  a  bar  long  noted  foi 
a  high  order  of  legal  talent  and  is  one  of  the  oldest  practitioners  in  Fayette 
county,  also  occupying  a  prominent  place  among  the  leading  members  of  Ins 
profession  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state.  James  Cooney  is  a  native  of 
county  Clare,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred  December  28,  1851,  being  a 
son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Cusic)  Cooney,  the  mother  dying  in  the  old 
country,  the  father  subsequently  coming  to  the  United  States  and  spending 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  Of  the  four  children  of  these 

parents,  three  were  older  than  the  subject. 

James  Cooney  spent  the  first  nine  years  of  his  life  in  his  native  land  and 
then,  unaccompanied  by  relatives  or  friends,  crossed  the  ocean  to  America 
and  for  some  time  thereafter  made  his  home  ‘with  an  aunt,  Margaret  Ivon, 
who  lived  in  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  About  two  years  after  coming  to  this, 
state  his  aunt  died,  following  which  he  rejoined  his  two  brothers  at  Albany, 
New  York,  going  thence  about  one  year  later  to  Independence,  Kentucky. 
He  there  attended  until  eighteen  years  of  age  a  private  school  taught  by  Pi  of. 
William  P.  Jones,  living  in  the  meantime  with  James  Y.  Wayman,  of  the 
vicinity,  where  by  working  at  intervals  he  secured  sufficient  means  to  defray 

his  expenses  and  prosecute  his  studies. 

When  eighteen  years  old  Mr.  Cooney  began  teaching,  but  after  devoting 
nome  years  to  the  work  discontinued  it  for  the  purpose  of  taking  a  business 
course  in  the  Hollingsworth  Commercial  College  at  Covington,  Kentucky. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1267 


Before  finishing  his  studies  in  that  institution  he  was  hired  to  teach  and  ere 
resigning  his  position  his  salary  was  advanced  to  one  hundred  dollars  per 
month,  certainly  a  gratifying  compliment  to  his  ability  as  an  instructor.  Later 
he  finished  a  course  of  bookkeeping  at  Parshall’s  Commercial  School,  Cincin¬ 
nati,  after  which  he  went  to  Kansas,  and  from  that  state,  in  the  fall  of  1871, 
returned  to  Iowa  to  accept  the  position  of  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of 
Elkader.  In  the  meantime,  1870,  Mr.  Cooney  began  to  read  law  with  Judge 
Shaw,  of  Independence,  Kentucky,  and  in  1872  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  Iowa  State  University,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  until  his  admission 
to  the  bar  at  Elkader  on  September  16th  of  the  year  following.  After  prac¬ 
ticing  in  that  city  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  King  &  Cooney  until  1874,  he 
located  at  Brush  Creek,  Fayette  county,  where,  in  due  time,  he  built  up  a  larg'e 
and  lucrative  legal  business  and  forged  to  the  front  among  the  rising  attorneys 
of  the  county  bar.  He  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  federal  courts  of  the 
United  States  and  the  supreme  court  of  Iowa,  before  which  high  tribunals  he 
has  appeared  from  time  to  time  in  connection  with  important  and  far-reaching 
litigation.  Desiring  a  large  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents,  Mr.  Cooney, 
m  1902,  removed  to  Oelwein,  and,  in  1906,  while  a  resident  of  that  city  was 
elected  county  attorney,  which  office  he  filled  with  signal  ability  for  one  term, 
failing  of  re-election  by  reason  of  the  overwhelming  normal  Republican  ma¬ 
jority.  His  success  at  the  polls  was  achieved  after  he  had  been  five  times 
nominated  by  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  he  is  an  ardent  supporter,  and 
in  all  of  his  six  campaigns  he  carried  his  home  township,  Fairland,  by  good 
majorities,  despite  the  fact  that  it  has  long  been  considered  a  Republican 
stronghold.  The  year  in  which  he  was  elected  he  received  in  the  above  town¬ 
ship  forty-nine  votes  in  excess  of  those  cast  for  his  competitor,  while  the 
congressman  for  this  district,  a  Republican,  carried  it  by  a  majority  of  sixty- 
one. 

As  already  indicated,  Mr.  Cooney  displayed  marked  ability  as  -county 
attorney  and  during  his  incumbency  had  charge  of  many  important  state  and 
county  cases,  in  nearly  all  of  which  he  was  successful.  Indefatigable  and  un¬ 
tiring  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  his  name  became  a  terror  to  criminals 
and  offenders,  fourteen  of  whom  he  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  two  for  murder, 
one  in  the  first  degree,  one  for  assault  with  intent  to  commit  manslaughter 
and  the  others  for  various  grave  offenses  which  called  down  upon  them  the 
rigors  of  the  law.  Among  the  more  noted  cases  with  which  he  was  connected 
was  Culver  vs.  Fayette  County,  in  which  the  sheriff  sought  to  collect  deputy 
fees —  known  as  deputy  sheriff  salary  case.  This  Was  fought  with  great  tenac¬ 
ity  through  the  lower  court  and  finally  taken  to  the  supreme  court,  which,  in  an 
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opinion  handed  down  in  1908  made  the- county  victor  in  the  suit,  at  a  saving 
of  many  thousand  dollars.  A  case  which  won  for  the  subject  more  than  local 
repute  as  an  able,  judicious  and  far-seeing  prosecutor,  was  that  of  the  State 
vs.  Mrs.  Martha  Gibbons  (abortionist),  in  1907,  of  Oelwein,  in  which  both 
sides  were  represented  by  the  best  legal  talent  obtainable. 

Mr.  Cooney  changed  his  residence  in  the  fall  of  1902  from  Arlington  to 
Oelwein,  since  which  time  he  has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law 
in  the  latter  city,  advancing  steadily  to  the  front  among  the  leading  members 
of  the  bar  and  building  up  an  extensive  business  which  has  been  as  successful 
financially  as  professionally.  He  keeps  abreast  of  the  times  in  all  matters 
relating  to  his  chosen  calling,  is  always  faithful  to  the  interests  of  his  clients, 
enjoys  the  confidence  of  his  professional  brethren,  and  stands  high  in  the 
esteem  of  the  public.  He  was  appointed  trustee  for  the  Iowa  College  foi  the 
Blind  at  Vinton,  when  the  state  board  of  control  was  established,  which  bill 
he  favored  and  it  was  during  his  incumbency  that  the  laundry  department  of 
the  institution,  the  best  in  Iowa,  was  built,  the  work  having  been  caiiied 
through  at  his  suggestion  and  under  his  direction.  While  a  resident  of 
Arlington,  he  served  on  the  school  board  and  town  council  and  was  mayor  of 
the  town  when  the  present  efficient  waterworks  system  was  constructed. 

On  the  25th  of  October,  1877,  Mr.  Cooney  was  united  in  the  bonds  of 
wedlock  with  Ellen  Newton,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  April  27,  1859* 
being  a  daughter  of  Palmer  F.  and  Harriet  (Seeley)  Newton,  natives  respect¬ 
ively  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania.  These  parents  emigrated  to  Boone 
county,  Illinois,  shortly  after  their  marriage  and  four  years  later  became  resi¬ 
dents  of  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  removing  thence,  in  November,  1847,  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  of  which  they  were  early  pioneers.  Mr.  Newton  was 
a  thrifty  farmer  and  highly  respected  citizen.  Of  the  nine  children,  five  sons 
and  four  daughters,  Mrs.  Cooney  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  biith.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Cooney  are  the  parents  of  the  following  children :  Thomas,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years;  Earl;  Bessie  married,  in  the  fall  of  1909*  W.  F.  Sulli 
van,  who  attends  to  the  insurance  and  collecting  business  in  office  of  Mr. 
Cooney;  Maggie;  James  D.,  who  graduated  from  the  Oelwein  high  school  in 
the  summer  of  1910;  Martin,  born  in  1902,  and  Paul,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1905. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Cooney  belongs  to  the  order  of  Modern  Woodmen  111 
the  camp  at  Arlington,  where  he  holds  his  membership.  In  all  of  his  rela¬ 
tions,  professional,  political  and  otherwise,  he  has  ever  been  actuated  by  mo¬ 
tives  of  honor  and  his  influence  has  always  been  on  the  right  as  he  sees  and 
understands  the  right.  Financially,  his  success  has  kept  pace  with  Ins  ad- 
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vancement  in  his  chosen  field  of  endeavor,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do 
men  of  the  city  in  which  he  resides,  owning  three  hundred  and  five  acres  of 
fine  farming  lands  in  Fairfield  and  Illyria  townships,  ten  acres  of  out  land  near 
Oelwein  and  a  handsome  Oelwein  residence  and  other  houses  in  Oelwein  and 
a  brick  business  block  in  the  town  of  Arlington.  He  is  essentially  a  self-made 
man  who  from  a  modest  beginning  has,  step  by  step,  mounted  upward  to 
his  present  high  position  in  worldly  interests  and  ranks  with  the  representative 
citizens  of  his  adopted  county  and  state. 


MARATON  WING. 

One  of  the  prominent  and  honored  old  settlers  of  Fayette  county  is  the 
gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  practical, 
thoroughgoing  farmer,  understanding  every  department  of  the  work  con¬ 
nected  with  the  proper  supervision  of  a  country  home,  and  success  has  abund¬ 
antly  rewarded  his  labors.  Now,  in  the  golden  sunset  of  his  life,  he  may  look 
backward  over  the  pathway  he  has  traversed  and  truly  feel  that  his  efforts 
have  been  blessed,  while  he  can  have  few  regrets  for  idle  days  and  wasted 
moments. 

Mr.  Wing  is  a  Yankee  by  birth,  having  been  born  near  Montpelier,  Ver¬ 
mont,  on  January  25,  1833,  and  is  the  son  of  David  and  Cynthia  (Demmick) 
Wing.  When  the  subject  was  about  three  years  old  the  family  moved  to 
St.  Lawrence  county,  New  York,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming,  being 
also  an  extensive  dealer  in  livestock.  When  the  subject  was  about  nine 
years  old  he  was  doubly  bereaved  in  the  death  of  both  his  parents,  who  died 
within  a  month  of  each  other,  probably  of  diphtheria,  though  at  that  time  it  was 
pronounced  putrid  sore  throat.  After  the  death  of  his  parents  Mr.  Wing, 
with  his  brother  and  two  sisters,  lived  with  relatives.  When  he  was  about  fif¬ 
teen  years  old,  the  children  returned  to  the  home  farm  in  St.  Lawrence  county 
and  there  they  lived  until  the  subject  was  about  thirty  years  old.  He  then 
went  west,  locating  in  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  about  ten 
years,  meeting  with  fair  success.  He  then  moved  to  Fairbank,  Buchanan 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  until  the  Burlington  railroad  was  constructed 
through  Oelwein.  He  then  came  here  and  bought  of  Alva  Smith  one  hundred 
and  eleven  acres  of  land,  the  most  of  Which  is  now  included  within  the  city 
of  Oelwein,  and  this  land  he  platted  into  lots,  many  of  which  he  has  sold. 
Other  land  which  he  bought  of  Minor  Paine  is  also  within  the  city.  Mr. 
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Wing  has  during  the  most  of  his  life  followed  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and 
has  been  uniformly  successful,  owing  to  his  indefatigable  industry  and  his 
good  management.  Besides  the  property  heretofore  mentioned,  he  owns  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres  a  mile  and  a  quarter  northeast  of  Oelwein,  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  and  another  one  of  eighty  acres  west  of 
Maynard,  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  acres  near  Bryantsburg,  Buchanan 
county,  besides  extensive  holdings  in  Illinois,  Arkansas,  Nebraska  and  in  the 
South.  He  has  bought  and  sold  much  land  and  has  been  successful  to  a  re¬ 
markable  degree  in  realizing  handsome  profits  in  these  deals.  For  a  number 
of  years  he  was  engaged  in  the  dairy  business  on  an  extensive  scale,  but  has 
abandoned  that  enterprise.  He  is  wide-awake  to  the  best  interests  of  the  com¬ 
munity  in  which  he  lives  and  can  always  be  counted  on  to  give  his  support  to 
every  movement  for  the  advancement  of  the  best  interests  of  the  locality  in 

which  he  lives. 

In  March,  1854,  Mr.  Wing  married  Azuba  Minkler,  who  was  born  No¬ 
vember  24,  1832,  in  St.  Andrews,  Canada,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two 
children,  as  follows:  Lettie,  Who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Retta,  the  wife 
of  William  A.  Wachtel  of  Oelwein. 

Politically  Mr.  Wing  gives  an  earnest  support  to  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  sought  office,  though  he  keeps  in  close  touch  with  local  public 
affairs.  Mrs.  Wing  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Free  Baptist  church,  to 
which  she  gives  a  liberal  support.  Mr.  Wing  is  widely  known  throughout 
the  county  and  is  everywhere  admired  because  of  his  sterling  qualities  of 
character.  He  has  ever  stood  for  the  best  there  is  in  life  and  he  has  himself 
rotten  much  out  of  life— not  the  least  being  the  unbounded  confidence  and 
esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 


JESSE  B.  COLE. 

After  a  life  of  honest,  consecutive  endeavor,  his  efforts  having  been  re¬ 
warded  with  a  fair  meed  of  success,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  now  living 
in  the  beautiful  city  of  Oelwein,  enjoying  that  rest  to  which  his  former  years 
of  toil  entitled  him.  He  demonstrated  his  loyalty  to  the  national  government 
in  the  hour  of  its  greatest  need  and  on  the  field  of  battle  he  exhibited  those 
qualities  which  made  the  American  soldier  the  marvel  of  the  civilized  world^ 
His  sterling  qualities  of  manhood  have  gained  for  him  the  honest  respect  o 
all  who  know  him.  and  he  and  his  good  wife  have  a  host  of  warm  persona 

friends. 
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Jesse  B.  Cole  was  born  March  15,  1834,  in  Ripley  county,  Indiana,  and 
is  the  son  of  Charles  Crawford  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Cole,  both  families  having 
originally  come  from  Kentucky.  The  remote  ancestors  are  supposed  to 
have  been  Scotch  on  the  paternal  side  and  Welsh  on  the  maternal.  The  sub¬ 
ject  is  one  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  was  reared  on  the  Indiana 
farmstead  and  secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  practically  started  out  on  his  own  account,  having  married 
and  thereafter  giving  his  attention  to  farming  operations.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  southern  rebellion  Mr.  Cole  signified  his  loyalty  and  patriotism  by  en¬ 
listing  in  Company  E,  Thirteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry.  He 
enlisted  for  three  years  and  was  assigned  to  the  army  operating  in  western 
Virginia.  In  the  battle  of  Rich  Mountain  Mr.  Cole  was  shot  through  both 
arms,  his  right  arm  being  badly  shattered  near  the  shoulder.  He  received  the 
injury  on  the  13th  of  December,  1861,  and  he  was  confined  in  the  army  hos¬ 
pital  until  September,  1862,  when  he  was  discharged  because  of  disability. 
He  was  still  so  far  from  well,  however,  that  he  was  compelled  to  remain  in 
a  hospital  a  year  after  his  discharge.  When  able  to  work  again  he  took  up 
farming,  though  for  three  years  he  was  able  to  do  but  little  actual  work.  In 
1852  he  had  located  in  Howard  county,  Indiana,  and  in  the  fall  of  1865  he 
moved  to  Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  where  he  bought  a  small  farm  near  the 
north  line  of  the  county.  He  operated  this  farm  about  four  years,  when  he 
bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Oran  township,  Fayette 
county,  and  there  he  made  his  home  for  nearly  twenty-five  years.  He  also 
later  bought  an  additional  tract  of  eighty  acres,  but  subsequently  sold  that. 
He  devoted  his  entire  attention  to  the  operation  of  his  fine  farm,  and  made 
many  permanent  and  substantial  improvements  on  it,  raising  it  to  a  high 
standard  of  efficiency.  He  was  progressive  and  practical  in  his  methods  and 
met  with  excellent  success.  In  1895  he  sold  this  farm  and  moved  to  Oehvein, 
where  he  bought  an  acre  of  ground  fronting  on  Fifth  street  west,  on  which 
was  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence.  He  made  a  number  of  improve¬ 
ments  on  the  place  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1852,  Mr.  Cole  was  married  to  Lucinda  Griffiths, 

of  Jennings  county,  Indiana,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  children: 

America,  Rosetta  and  Orinda.  America  died  in  childhood.  Rosetta  became 
the  wife  of  William  Bowdish,  of  Iowa  Falls,  and  they  have  five  children, 
Edith,  Jesse,  Pearl,  Nellie  and  Lloyd.  Of  these,  Edith  is  married  and  lives 

on  a  farm  about  ten  miles  from  Iowa  Falls.  Jesse  is  a  conductor  on  the  Rock 

Island  railroad.  Nellie  died  in  February,  1909.  Pearl  is  a  stenographer  in 
a  law  office  in  Eldora,  Hardin  county,  this  state.  Lloyd  is  attending  college. 
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Orinda,  who  now  lives  in  the  east  part  of  Oelwein,  married  Elton  Wilson,  who 
died  in  November,  1896,  and  she  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  Leford,  Flor¬ 
ence,  Jesse,  Howard,  Kyle  and  Griffith.  Of  these,  Leford,  who  lives  in 
Waterloo,  is  married  and  has  one  child.  Florence  and  Griffith  live  on  farms 
in  Alberta,  Canada.  The  former  is  married  and  has  two  children.  Jesse, 
who  is  married  and  has  two  children,  lives  at  Sioux  Falls,  South  Dakota. 
Howard  and  Kyle  remain  with  their  mother  in  Oelwein. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  in  Oelwein,  to  which  they  give  a  generous  support.  Though  both  are 
well  advanced  in  years,  they  retain  their  physical  activity  to  a  remarkable  de¬ 
gree  and  are  as  alert  mentally  as  they  ever  were.  They  are  people  of  genuine 
worth  and  their  home  evidences  the  hospitable  and  friendly  traits  of  its  oc¬ 
cupants.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cole  ever  extend  a  hearty  and  cordial  welcome  to 

their  friends. 


HON.  L.  L.  AINSWORTH. 

Lucian  Lester  Ainsworth,  the  eldest  child  of  Parmenas  and  Keziah  Web¬ 
ber  Ainsworth,  was  born  in  New  Woodstock,  Madison  county,  New  York. 
June  21,  1831.  His  ancestors  were  of  English  descent,  having  settled  in 
America  in  the  early  colonial  days.  His  grandfather  moved  to  New  York, 
where  the  father  of  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  born,  and  where  he  continued  to  re¬ 
side  until  his  death,  March  3,  1901.  Mr.  Ainsworth’s  great-grandfather 
served  in  the  Revolutionary  war  and  died  as  a  prisoner  on  an  English  ship, 
a  martyr  to  the  colonial  cause. 

Young  Ainsworth  received  his  early  education  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  state  and  subsequently  attended  Oneida  Conference  Seminary  at 
Cazenovia,  New  York.  At  intervals  during  his  course  at  the  seminary  he 
taught  school  and  was  said  to  be  a  very  popular  teacher  and  educator.  After 
finishing  his  course  at  the  seminary  he  commenced  the  study  of  the  law  in 
the  office  of  Miner  &  Sloan,  then  the  leading  attorneys,  at  De  Ruyter,  New 
York,  and  was  afterwards  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Madison  county  in  1854. 
Shortly  after  his  admission  to  the  bar  he  removed  to  Belvidere,  Illinois,  where 
for  one  year  he  practiced  law  with  J.  R.  Beckwith,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Beckwith  &  Ainsworth. 

Thinking  the  newer  West  offered  greater  advantages  to  young  men  than 
those  afforded  in  Illinois,  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  August,  1855, 
locating  at  West  Union,  and  shortly  afterwards  commenced  the  practice  of 
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law.  The  country  was  then  new  and  sparsely  settled,  the  law  unsettled  and 
practice  crude.  Lawyers  then  traveled  the  circuit,  following  the  court  from 
place  to  place — a  practice  long  followed,  but  now  obsolete,  as  the  growth  of 
the  counties  in  population  and  wealth  has  produced  in  each  county  its  local 
bar,  now  equal  to  all  usual  requirements  of  the  profession.  Many  of  the 
earlier  lawyers  of  the  state  became  eminent  locally  through  the  practice  here 
referred  to,  and  none  certainly  in  a  greater  degree  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  had  an  extensive  acquaintance  throughout  northeastern  Iowa, 
and  the  state  as  well. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  at  once  acquired  a  large  and  profitable  business  and  from 
his  first  appearance  in  Iowa  was  recognized  as  a  lawyer  of  unusual  strength, 
a  position  which  he  has  ever  since  retained.  He  was  engaged  in  general 
practice  and  his  name  Was  connected  with  many  important  cases  in  which 
legal  principles  of  great  importance  have  been  settled.  Well  grounded  in  the 
fundamental  principles  of  jurisprudence,  a  close  student  of  the  law,  learned  in 
the  technical  rules  and  practice,  precise  in  his  application  of  legal  principles, 
a  natural  advocate,  quick  to  perceive  the  point  in  issue  and  adapt  himself  to 
the  situation,  he  was  a  lawyer  of  unusual  strength  and  cleverness  as  a  practi¬ 
tioner,  and  did  by  years  of  practice  justify  the  estimate  of  his  friends  that 
he  was  one  of  the  most  successful  advocates  his  portion  of  the  state  had  ever 
produced. 

A  prudent  and  careful  counselor,  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  as  an  attorney,  advising  against  litigation  when  it  could  be  avoided, 
Mr.  Ainsworth  possessed  in  a  peculiar  degree  the  confidence  of  the  people 
among  whom  he  lived  and  practiced.  Possessed  of  unusual  talent  as  a  jury- 
lawyer,  a  thorough  tactician,  full  of  resources,  with  an  unusual  knowledge 
of  apt  Scriptural  quotations  and  appropriate  illustrations  culled  from  his  ex¬ 
tensive  experience  and  reading,  with  an  active  vein  of  wit  and  humor,  he 
proved  himself  always  a  formidable  opponent. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  early  evinced  an  interest  in  politics  and  in  the  fall  of 
1856  was  a  candidate  for  county  attorney,  but  the  county  was  overwhelming¬ 
ly  Republican,  he  a  stranger,  and  was  defeated  as  a  matter  of  course.  His 
defeat  was  expected  from  the  start,  but  his  candidacy  gave  him  an  opportunity 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  people  of  his  county  and  educated  him  in  cam¬ 
paign  work,  which  at  a  later  date  did  him  good  service. 

In  the  fall  of  1859  he  'was  nominated  for  state  senator  in  the  district  then 
comprising  Fayette  and  Bremer  counties,  and  was  elected  over  Hon.  Aaron 
Brown,  who  had  then  served  one  term  in  the  Senate  and  who  was  afterwards 
prominent  as  colonel  of  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion, 
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and  subsequently  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  Iowa 
Legislature,  and  as  register  of  the  land  office. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  served  during  two  regular  sessions  and  also  during  two 
special  sessions  of  that  body.  During  this  early  legislative  experience  he 
served  as  a  member  of  the  committee,  on  judiciary  and  railways,  and  was  a 
very  efficient  member  of  each,  but  particularly  the  former,  which  then  had 
charge  of  the  revision  of  the  laws  of  Iowa  and  the  fruits  of  which  labor  was 
the  revision  of  i860. 

In  the  meantime  the  strife  of  civil  war  spread  over  the  land  and  Hon. 
Samuel  J.  Kirkwood,  the  war  governor,  gave  him — Mr.  Ainsworth — com¬ 
mission  as  captain  in  the  Third  Iowa  Infantry,  which  was  then  forming  in 
Iowa.  But  as  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  had  then  been  called  he  felt 
that  he  could  be  of  greater  use  to  his  constituents  by  serving  out  his  term  in 
the  Senate  than  by  entering  the  army,  so  declined  the  appointment,  but  gave 
the  commission  to  his  former  law  partner,  Hon.  C.  A.  Newcomb,  late  of  St. 
Louis,  now  deceased,  who  accepted  the  position  and  went  to  the  War  as 
captain  of  Company  F.  Afterwards,  in  the  fall  of  1862,  Mr.  Ainsworth  re¬ 
cruited  a  company  for  the  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry,  then  forming,  and  on  Janu¬ 
ary  31,  1863,  he  was  commissioned  as  captain  of  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa 
Cavalry,  under  command  of  the  late  Col.  D.  S.  Wilson.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  to  the  west  to  engage  in  the  campaign  against  the  Indians,  and  was 
for  some  months  stationed  at  Ft.  Randall,  Dakota.  On  August  21,  1863, 
the  command  left  the  Big  Cheyenne  and  on  September  3d  encountered  the 
enemy  at  White  Stone  Hill,  at  or  near  the  present  site  of  Frederick,  South 
Dakota.  A  sharp  engagement  followed.  Captain  Ainsworth  was  in  com¬ 
mand  of  Company  C,  and  this  company,  with  three  others,  were  detailed  as 
a  scouting  party.  The  troops,  some  two  hundred  and  sixty  in  number,  ad¬ 
vanced  and  discovered  a  large  body  of  Indians  at  White  Stone  Hill.  The 
Indians  were  engaged  in  parley  until  the  main  body  of  troops  weie  notified 
and  had  an  opportunity  to  advance.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  balance  of  the 
command  the  Indians  fired  upon  the  troops  and  then  retreated.  The  fire  of 
the  enemy  was  returned  with  effect.  Under  the  cover  of  night  the  Indians 
retreated  and  the  prairie  was  strewn  with  provisions,  packs,  tents  and  ponies, 
and  the  Indians  speedily  placed  themselves  beyond  the  reach  of  the  soldiers. 

The  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry  in  this  encounter  was  detailed  to  surround  the 
Indians  and  drive  them  in  and  the  regiment  received  a  flattering  report  of  its 
action  in  the  campaign.  The  regiment  took  part  in  several  other  engage¬ 
ments,  among  others  that  of  Tah  Ka  Kohuta,  on  July  28,  1864,  and  was 
finally  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Sioux  City,  Iowa,  October  17,  1865* 
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Service  on  the  frontier  was  largely  confined  to  garrison  duty,  and  only  oc¬ 
casionally  were  the  troops  permitted  to  engage  in  conflict.  The  soldiers  were 
just  as  brave  and  patriotic  as  those  engaged  in  Southern  service,  but  oppor¬ 
tunity  was  lacking  to  most  of  them  to  distinguish  themselves  on  the  field  of 
battle;  but  their  service,  while  lacking  these  opportunities,  was  just  as 
essential  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation,  and  was  full  of  hardships  and  privation 
and  fraught  with  dangers  as  great  as  other  branches  of  the  service.  After 
leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Ainsworth  returned  to  West  Union  and  re-engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  with  Capt.  C.  H.  Millar,  which  engagement  continued  until 
July,  1873. 

In  the  fall  of  1871  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  elected  to  the  fourteenth  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  as  a  member  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  served  dur¬ 
ing  the  sessions  of  1872  and  1873,  and  was,  during  his  term  of  service,  a 
member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  rendering  valuable  service  in  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  code  of  1873. 

In  1874  Mr.  Ainsworth  was  elected  to  the  forty-fourth  Congress  to  repre¬ 
sent  the  fourth  district  of  Iowa,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the  committee  on 
post-offices,  post-roads  and  private  land  claims.  At  the  succeeding  election 
he  declined  a  renomination,  and  enjoyed  the  distinction  of  being  the  first 
Democrat  to  represent  Iowa  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  in  a  period 
of  twenty  years. 

Since  his  retirement  from  Congress,  he  devoted  his  entire  time  to  his 
profession,  and  held  no  other  office  except  that  of  school  director,  a  position 
to  which  he  was  elected  for  several  successive  terms.  Mr.  Ainsworth  took  an 
active  interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  education,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  West  Union,  and  gave  this  position  the 
same  thoughtful  care  that  he  did  the  greater  offices  held  by  him,  and  his  work 
received  the  commendation  of  his  neighbors  by  repeated  elections  to  the  posi¬ 
tion. 

In  addition  to  his  work  in  behalf  of  the  public  schools  he  also  took  an 
interest  in  higher  education,  and  served  for  several  terms  as  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  Iowa. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  was  considerable  of  a  student,  kept  abreast  of  the  times 
in  general  reading,  and  had  one  of  the  largest  and  best  selected  private  libraries 
in  the  county.  In  addition  to  his  legal  studies  he,  as  a  branch  thereof,  made 
a  special  study  of  the  subject  of  insanity,  and  with  the  exception  of  two 
terms,  occupied  the  position  of  a  member  of  the  commission  of  insanity  in  the 
county  from  the  time  of  its  organization  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  was  married  on  December  8,  1859,  to  Margaret  McCool, 
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who  was  born  in  Louisburg,  Pennsylvania,  November  20,  1833,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Eleanor  (Nerius)  McCool.  She  came  with  her  par¬ 
ents  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  in  1839,  and  subsequently  came  to  West  Union  on  a 
visit  to  her  sister,  and  it  was  on  this  occasion  she  met  Mr.  Ainsworth.  She 
is  a  woman  of  unusual  force  of  character  and  energy  and  modest  and  retiring 
withal.  Of  superior  natural  ability,  extensive  reading,  liberally  educated, 
herself  always  a  student,  she  'was  a  fitting  helpmeet  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Six  children,  five  sons  and  one  daughter,  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ainsworth. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  a  charter  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  and  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47, 
Knights  Templar.  Prominent  in  social  circles,  always  welcome  at  the  social 
gatherings  of  his  neighbors  and  friends,  always  active  in  all  questions  incident 
to  the  development  of  a  new  country,  he  was  a  prominent  character  in  the 
life  of  the  county.  He  died  on  April  19,  1902,  leaving  his  widow;  James 
W.  Ainsworth,  now  of  Princeton,  West  Virginia ;  Lester  Ainsworth,  now  of 
Mason  City,  Iowa;  Mrs.  F.  W.  White,  late  a  resident  of  Seattle,  Washington; 
W.  J.  Ainsworth,  who  is  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  in  this  city;  and  Fred 
L.  Ainsworth,  who  died  at  Newport,  Washington,  December  12,  1906. 

— By  Judge  A.  N.  Hobson. 


JOHN  H.  SHEEHY. 

This  section  of  the  county  is  remarkable  for  the  number  of  men  who,  be¬ 
ginning  with  nothing,  have  reached  affluence  by  cultivating  the  soil.  This  is 
true  of  more  persons  than  is  the  case  in  most  regions  of  our  country,  and  is  a 
double  tribute  to  the  character  and  ability  of  the  men  themselves,  for  no  com¬ 
bination  of  outward  circumstances  can  give  to  a  man  money  and  keep  it  in- 
his  hands,  and  to  the  productive  quality  of  the  soil  here,  which  responds  so 
bounteously  to  well-directed  work  placed  upon  it,  in  such  a  way  that  its  tdler 
cannot  complain. 

John  H.  Sheehy  was  born  in  Tarrytown,  New  York,  January  1,  1851, 
the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Moriarity)  Sheehy,  both  born  in  Ireland,  but 
who  came  to  New  York  at  an  early  age.  His  father  died  at  Galena,  Illinois, 
in  1854.  John  is  the  survivor  of  two  children  born  to  their  marriage.  Latei 
his  mother  married  Patrick  Malone,  and  bore  to  him  four  children,  three  of 
whom  are  living.  She  now  resides  in  Clermont. 
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John  Sheehy  came  to  Clermont  in  1859,  then  moved  to  Springfield  near 
Postville,  then  lived  at  Postville  for  five  years,  then  worked  on  farm  and  began 
railroading,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  For  twenty-one  years  he  worked  for 
one  company,  nine  months  with  a  shovel,  nine  years  as  section  foreman,  twelve 
years  as  roadmaster.  From  his  earnings  he  saved  enough  to  buy  the  farm  of 
two  hundred  eleven  acres  which  he  now  owns  and  on  which  he  resides.  Here 
he  carries  on  general  farming  in  a  very  profitable  manner. 

On. February  9,  1875,  Mr.  Sheehy  was  united  in  marriage  to  Johanna 
Sullivan,  of  Clermont,  the  daughter  of  Michael  Sullivan,  an  early  settler  of 
Clermont.  Thirteen  children  were  born  to  this  union,  whose  names  are : 
Elizabeth,  James  (dead),  Michael  (dead),  Catharine,  two  who  died  as  infants, 
William,  Mamie,  Nellie,  Anna,  Thensa  and  John  H.,  Jr. 

Mr.  Sheehy  and  his  family  are  Catholics.  Mr.  Sheehy  is  independent 
in  politics,  and  the  confidence  which  his  fellow  citizens  have  in  him  is  shown 
by  the  fact  that  he  has  been  school  director  and  township  trustee  for  some 
years,  and  is  chairman  of  the  board.  He  is  much  interested  in  the  public  wel¬ 
fare  and  is  a  man  of  progressive  ideas.  It  is  justly  a  matter  of  satisfaction 
to  him  that  he  can  point  to  all  of  his  property  and  say  that  he  made  it  all  him¬ 
self,  that  none  of  it  was  received  by  inheritance  or  gift,  but  that  it  is  all  the 
product  of  honest  toil  and  thrift,  while  many  of  those  who  started  out  when 
he  did,  at  the  same  work,  with  the  same  opportunities,  the  same  outside  aids, 
are  still  laboring  with  pick  and  shovel,  having  risen  no  higher  in  all  these 
years.  It  is  not  opportunities  that  are  lacking,  for  they  are  always  plentiful; 
it  is  the  man  to  seize  the  opportunity. 


RICHARD  FRANKLIN  DEWEY. 

The  well  known  and  successful  auctioneer  and  deputy  sheriff  of  Fayette 
county,  Richard  Franklin  Dewey,  is  eminently  deserving  of  a  place  in  his 
county’s  history,  as  a  resume  of  his  past  record  will  readily  attest.  He  was 
born  March  18,  1866,  in  this  county,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Lucy 
(Ropes)  Dewey,  the  father  a  native  of  western  Indiana,  who  came  to  Dover 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  among  the  early  settlers,  when  this  country 
was  practically  a  wilderness,  and  here  he  bought  a  farm  upon  which  the  fam¬ 
ily  lived  for  many  years ;  it  Was  mostly  unimproved  timber  land,  one  hundred 
and  forty  acres  in  Turkey  river  valley.  Selling  that  farm,  he  bought  another 
a  mile  east  of  West  Union  which  he  improved  and  on  which  he  ended  his 
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days;  however,  his  death  occurred  in  West  Union  in  1906  at  a  ripe  old  age. 
The  mother  died  on  the  farm  east  of  here.  They  were  excellent  people  of  the 
rugged,  honest  pioneer  type. 

The  Ropes  family,  as  represented  by  Mrs.  Dewey,  came  from  New  Eng¬ 
land  and  located  in  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  prior  to  the  Dew¬ 
eys.  B.  H.  Ropes  was  a  merchant  of  Eldorado  in  the  early  days  and  he  served 
several  times  as  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervisors.  His  brother, 
Charles  F.  Ropes,  was  the  grandfather  of  Richard  F.  Dewey  of  this  review. 

Nine  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Dewey,  five  of  whom 
are  now  living,  namely:  George  and  John  died  in  infancy,  the  fonner  born 
in  1862  and  the  latter  in  1864;  Richard  F.  of  this  review  and  Charles  G.  were 
twins;  the  latter  is  located  at  LeRoy,  Kansas,  married  Minnie  Bradley,  of 
Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  two 
sons  and  one  daughter,  living,  and  Minnie  E„  who  died  when  eighteen  years 
of  age,  unmarried,  she  having  been  born  in  1868;  Anna  May  is  the  wife  of 
E.  C.  Grimes  and  lives  on  a  farm  in  Union  township  ;  James  Baker  died  when 
twenty-seven  years  of  age,  unmarried;  he  was  a  graduate  of  the  Iowa  State 
Dental  College,  and  was  a  demonstrator  in  the  university  when  stricken  with 
his  fatal  illness,  thus  cutting  short  a  life  of  much  promise ;  Addie  I.  is  a  lesi- 
dent  of  Cochran,  California;  however,  her  home  is  in  Los  Angeles;  she  is  a 
stenographer  by  profession ;  Alta  C.  is  with  her  sister  in  California. 

“Frank”  Dewey,  as  he  is  familiarly  called,  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  and  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette.  He  followed  farming 
with  his  father  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  later  farmed  on  his 
own  account  until  1900.  On  April  3,  1890,  he  married  Kittie  L.  Ordway,  a 
native  of  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  Alva  Ordway,  who  located 
in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  an  early  day  and  died  in  the  town  of  Fayette. 
Prior  to  her  marriage  Mrs.  Dewey  was  a  teacher. 

Four  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey,  namely :  Glenn 
L„  born  January,  1891,  is  living  on  the  old  homestead  in  Dover  township;- 
he  is  a  graduate  of  the  West  Union  high  school,  is  a  member  of  the  high 
school  brass  band,  and  he  is  a  vocalist  of  more  than  ordinary  attainments  for 
one  of  his  years.  He  is  now  a  student  of  electrical  engineering  in  the  Iowa 
State  College  at  Ames.  Lloyd  C.  Dewey,  born  in  April,  1895,  is  attending 
the  local  high  school ;  William  Earl  and  Eva  M.  are  also  in  school. 

Mr  Dewey  has  been  an  auctioneer  since  1894,  and  has  attained  an  envi¬ 
able  record  as  a  salesman,  his  reputation  having  long  since  transcended  the 
borders  of  his  own  county,  and  his  services  are  in  great  demand.  He  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  handled  five  hundred  sales  during  the  past  five  and  one-half  years. 
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On  March  4,  1904,  he  was  graduated  from  the  Graham  Auction  School,  at 
Des  Moines.  This  is  an  institution  designed  to  fully  qualify  its  students  for 
practical  work  on  the  auction  block.  He  has  sold  a  vast  quantity  of  goods, 
almost  entirely  general  farm  sales  and  blooded  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  best 
judges  of  live  stock  that  could  be  found,  not  only  of  horses,  but  also  mules, 
cattle  and  hogs,  and  he  has  been  a  very  successful  breeder  of  Poland-China 
hogs,  and  he  holds  a  certificate  as  an  expert  judge  of  all  kinds  of  blooded  stock; 
this  was  granted  by  the  Expert  Judge  Association  of  the  United  States. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  of  which  he  is  senior  warden,  and  he  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  he  also  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias;  he  has  filled  nearly  all  of  the  official  stations  in  the 
Masonic  order.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  the  Dewey  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Mr.  Dewey  is  a  fine  example 
of  the  successful  self-made  man  and  is  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which 
he  is  held. 


JENS  HAUGE. 

That  America  still  means  opportunity,  is  evinced  in  the  case  of  Mr. 
Hauge,  a  young  man,  in  this  country  only  fourteen  years,  coming  over  with 
no  fortune  save  his  own  clear  brain  and  the  inheritance  of  good  Norwegian 
blood  from  that  race  of  powerful  men,  the  modern  Northmen,  whose  capa¬ 
bilities  and  whose  fearless  independence  are  marked  above  those  of  other 
European  nations.  With  nothing  save  this  equipment,  he  has,  in  a  foreign 
land  and  solely  by  his  own  exertions,  raised  himself  to  the  position  of  one  of 
the  foremost  business  men  in  his  county. 

Jens  Hauge  was  born  in  Norway,  March  8,  1876,  the  son  of  Iver  and 
Gunhilde  Hauge,  both  natives  of  the  country.  His  widowed  mother  came  to 
this  country  to  Leroy,  Minnesota,  in  1896,  and  now  resides  in  Clermont. 
His  only  sister,  Mrs.  Margaret  Anderson,  lives  at  Leroy  now.  Jens  was 
educated  in  Norway  and  at  Valder  Business  College  of  Decorah,  Iowa,  where 
he  graduated  in  1900.  He  came  to  Leroy,  Minnesota,  in  1893,  and  began 
working  as  a  clerk,  staying  with  one  firm  for  six  years.  In  1906  he  came 
to  Clermont  and  entered  business  as  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Tongiun  & 
Hauge.  In  1909  this  partnership  was  dissolved  and  the  firm  is  now  Hauge  & 
Brorby.  They  have  by  far  the  largest  mercantile  establishment  in  Clermont 
and  have  built  the  business  up  themselves.  Mr.  Hauge’s  push  and  energy 
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have  been  remarkable.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
council  of  Clermont.  His  religious  affiliations  are  with  the  Lutheran  church. 

Mr.  Hauge’s  marriage  to  Carrie  Larson  took  place  on  November  3,  1904. 
She,  like  himself,  is  of  Norse  stock,  and  was  born  at  Leroy,  Minnesota,  the 
daughter  of  Emil  and  Anna  Larson,  natives  of  Norway,  who  came  to  Leroy 
in  1870,  where  Mrs.  Larson  died.  Mr.  Larson  is  a  farmer  and  has  kept 
fully  abreast  of  the  wave  of  prosperity  which  has  lately  passed  over  the 
agricultural  communities.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hauge  are  proud  to  be  the  parents 
of  two  very  bright  and  interesting  children,  Esther  Amelia  and  Glenn  Mar¬ 
ion.  Mr.  Hauge’s  career,  though  short,  is  both  interesting,  instructive  and 
inspiring.  No  young  man  can  witness  his  success  without  feeling  that  there 
is  indeed  a  place  for  the  man  who  makes  that  place  for  himself  and  that  a 
man  can  make  that  place  if  he  has  the  will  and  ability  to  do  so.  If  he  has 
accomplished  so  much  in  so  short  a  time,  we  certainly  have  the  best  of  found¬ 
ation  to  say  that  his  future  career  will  bring  him  into  much  greater  note 
and  to  higher  rewards. 


JAMES  E.  ROBERTSON. 

In  the  death  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  sketch,  which  occurred  at 
Fayette,  Iowa,  on  May  22,  1904,  there  passed  away  another  member  of  that 
group  of  distinctively  representative  pioneers,  who  were  the  leaders  in  inaug¬ 
urating  and  building  up  the  agricultural  and  commercial  interests  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa.  His  name  is  familiar,  not  only  to  the  residents  of  the  immediate 
section  of  the  development  of  which  he  contributed  so  conspicuously,  but  to  all 
who  have  been  informed  in  regard  to  the  history  of  this  particular  section  of  the 
Hawkeye  state.  He  was  identified  with  the  growth  of  Fayette  county  for 
over  a  half  century  and  contributed  to  its  progress  and  prosperity  to  an  extent 
equaled  by  few  of  his  contemporaries.  He  early  had  the  sagacity  and  pre¬ 
science  to  discern  the  eminence  which  the  future  had  in  store  for  this  great 
and  growing  section  of  the  commonwealth,  and,  acting  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  faith  and  judgment,  he  reaped,  in  the  fullness  of  time,  the  generous 
benefits  which  are  the  just  recompense  of  indomitable  industry,  spotless  integ¬ 
rity  and  progressive  enterprise. 

The  antecedents  of  the  subject  are  traced  back  to  English  origin,  the  family 
having  come  to  America  late  in  the  seventeenth  or  early  in  the  eighteenth  cen¬ 
tury.  The  subject’s  great-grandfather,  Drury  Robertson,  was  a  native  of  Vir¬ 
ginia,  but  removed  to  North  Carolina,  where  his  death  occurred.  His  son. 
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William  Robertson,  who  was  born  in  Virginia  on  February  2,  1754,  was  a 
patriot  soldier  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution  and  in  that  struggle  he  suffered 
the  loss  of  an  arm.  After  the  war  he  took  up  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  in 
which  he  was  prospered.  In  religion  he  was  a  Methodist.  On  December  25, 
1774,  he  married  Rebecca  House,  and  among  their  children  was  John  H. 
Robertson,  who  was  born  January  10,  1784.  He  married  Anna  Burton  in 
1804  and  in  1812  they  moved  to  Bath  county,  Kentucky.  In  1835  they  lo¬ 
cated  in  Benton  county,  Indiana,  where  his  death  occurred  on  October  9, 
1878,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four  years.  He  and  his  wife  were  de¬ 
voted  members  of  the  Methodist  church.  John  H.  and  Anna  (Burton) 

Robeitson  were  the  parents  of  James  E.  Robertson,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch. 

James  E.  Robertson  was  born  April  19,  1821,  at  Sharpsburg,  Bath 
county,  Kentucky,  one  of  a  large  family  of  children.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  in  the  parental  home  and  secured  his  elementary  education  in  the  schools 
of  that  day,  which  were  primitive  in  both  method  and  equipment.  When  he 
was  fourteen  years  of  age  the  family  moved  to  Indiana,  where  on  attaining 
manhood’s  years  he  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Two  of  the  most  important 
events  of  his  life  occurred  in  Indiana,  namely,  his  marriage  and  his  religious 
conversion,  both  having  an  inestimable  effect  on  his  future  career.  He  was  en¬ 
ergetic  and  a  good  manager  and  he  was  prospered  in  his  farming,  but,  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  West  offered  unlimited  opportunities  for  the  man  who  was  willing 
to  hustle,  he,  with  his  wife  and  family,  and  other  relatives,  in  1849,  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  arriving  here  on  the  13th  of  September.  Their  first 
home  here  was  established  in  a  little  two-room  log  cabin,  on  the  west  bank 
of  Spring  creek,  about  two  miles  south  of  where  Fayette  now  stands.  As 
some  one  has  aptly  said,  “This  was  historic  ground,  as  that  house  was  the 
very  earliest  permanent  home  of  civilization  in  Fayette  county.”  There  the 
winter  of  1849-50  Was  spent,  but  in  the  following  spring  the  family  settled 
permanently  on  the  homestead  which  they  have  occupied  continuously  since, 
a  period  embracing  six  decades.  Mr.  Robertson  entered  at  once  on  the  task 
—-and  task  it  was— of  establishing  the  new  home,  getting  the  land  in  shape 
for  cultivation  and  making  his  family  comfortable,  and  as  the  years  passed  he 
was  able  to  realize  the  fruition  of  his  hopes.  He  was  intelligent  and  pro¬ 
gressive  in  his  methods  and  gave  diligent  attention  to  every  detail  of  his 
work,  and  the  general  appearance  of  his  place  gave  evidence  of  the  good  taste, 
energetic  habits  and  sound  judgment  of  the  owner.  Here  he  continued  to 
reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred  when  he  was  aged  eighty-three  years 
one  month  and  three  days. 

(81) 
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In  addition  to  his  agricultural  interests,  Mr.  Robertson  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  Fayette  during  the  early  sixties  and  he  was  numbered 
among  the  leading  merchants  of  that  place.  He  owned  considerable  valuable 
real  estate  and  two  additions  to  the  town  of  Fayette  now  bear  his  name. 

In  religion,  Mr.  Robertson  was  an  ardent  and  devoted  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  his  life,  though  devoid  of  display  or  osten¬ 
tation,  was  singularly  pure  and  characterized  by  an  earnestness  and  zeal 
which  told  of  his  faith  better  than  words  could  have  done.  The  family  altar 
was  ever  maintained  in  his  home  and  the  true  Christian  spirit  was  always  there 
in  evidence.  He  had  a  prominent  part  in  the  founding  of  Methodism  in 
Fayette  county,  his  name  appearing  as  a  member  of  the  first  quarterly  con¬ 
ference  of  the  Otter  Creek  mission  circuit.  Mr.  Robertson  was  a  class- 
leader  and  his  home  was  for  some  time  the  regular  preaching  place  for  that 
point  of  the  circuit.  During  the  long  period  of  fifty-four  years  Mr.  Robert¬ 
son  was  retained  as  class-leader  and  the  church  was  honored  in  his  leadership. 
His  position  among  the  early  Methodists  was  recognized,  and  it  is  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  record  that  the  first  Methodist  sermon  delivered  in  this  county  was  in 
his  home  on  January  9,  1850,  and  at  this  meeting,  Mr.  Robertson,  his  wife, 
mother-in-law  and  two  sisters-in-law  formed  the  first  class  which  was  organ¬ 
ized  in  this  valley. 

When  the  Upper  Iowa  University  was  founded,  Mr.  Robertson  took  a 
deep  interest  in  its  welfare  and  gave  several  thousand  dollars  to  the  institu¬ 
tion,  besides  doing  much  in  other  ways  to  advance  its  interests.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  university  from  1855,  the  time  of  its 
building,  until  about  1895,  when,  feeling  the  weight  of  years,  he  withdrew 
from  the  board  and  relinquished  his  labor  to  younger  hands,  though  he  never 
withdrew  his  interest  in  the  institution.  During  a  considerable  part  of  this 
time  Mr.  Robertson  served  efficiently  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees, 
and  he  also  served  as  treasurer  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  his  church.  He 
was  a  faithful  attendant  on  the  church  services  and  gave  generously  of  his- 
means  to  its  support. 

On  February  9,  1842,  Mr.  Robertson  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Jane 
Alexander,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  to  them  were  horn  ten  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Mrs.  Evalyn  Comstock,  of  Fayette  county; 
Elizabeth  Ann  Caroline,  the  deceased  wife  of  Rev.  C.  W.  Burgess;  Julia  Ann. 
of  Fayette,  widow  of  Wilbur  F.  Boyce,  deceased;  Mrs.  Florence  Hulse,  of 
Colorado;  Ellert  J.,  of  Monona,  Iowa;  William  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age 
of  fifty-eight  years;  Edward  S.,  also  deceased;  Amos  M.,  of  Waterloo,  this 
state:  Mary  J.,  deceased;  Anna  M.,  of  Memphis,  Tennessee. 
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JOSEPH  BRORBY. 

A  man  who  has  lived  but  twenty-two  years  naturally  has  not  so  large 
a  number  of  events  in  his  life  for  the  biographer  to  record  as  an  older  man 
has.  His  life  is  mainly  in  the  future  and  the  major  portion  of  his  biography 
cannot  be  written  until  his  life  is  lived.  But  one  thing  can  be  said,  that  this 
young  man  has  made  a  splendid  start  in  life  and  at  his  early  age  has  gained 
a  position  many  older  men  might  envy.  Mr.  Brorby  is  descended  from  the 
same  Norse  race  as  his  partner,  and  seems  to  have  inherited  a  like  share  of  the 
racial  characteristics  which  make  for  success.  Active,  energetic,  intensely 
interested  in  his  business,  Mr.  Brorby  is  doing  much  in  the  line  of  its  exten¬ 
sion.  No  young  man  in  his  county  seems  to  have  a  future  more  promising. 

Joseph  Brorby  was  born  in  Clayton,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  January 
7,  1888,  the  son  of  James  and  Martha  (Kjorven)  Brorby,  both  born  in  Nor¬ 
way.  James  Brorby  came  to  Clayton  county  in  1853.  His  wife  came  to 
Clermont  with  her  parents  in  1869,  and  they  moved  to  Minnesota  later, 
where  her  mother  died  in  1886,  and  her  father  died  in  North  Dakota  in  1892. 

James  Brorby  was  a  farmer.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  of 
whom  Joseph  was  the  youngest  and  the  only  son.  He  died  in  June,  1898. 
He  was  a  Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  strong  supporters  of  the 
Lutheran  church.  He  was  a  man  the  memory  of  whom  can  only  serve  as 
a  stimulant  to  his  children. 

Joseph  Brorby  grew  up  on  the  farm  and  received  his  education  in  the 
country  schools  and  in  the  Clermont  public  schools.  He  entered  active  life 
as  a  clerk  for  Tongiun  &  Hauge,  served  two  years  in  that  capacity,  and  then 
became  a  member  of  the  firm,  now  known  as  Hauge  &  Brorby,  in  1909.  In 
the  short  continuance  of  this  partnership  he  has  demonstrated  himself  to  be 
an  extremely  valuable  member  of  the  firm.  He  has  cast  his  political  lot  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  Was  brought  up  in  the  Lutheran  faith,  to  which 
he  still  clings.  His  achievements  and  ability  give  notice  to  the  world  that 
here  is  a  man  who  will  make  his  life  in  every  way  a  success. 


FRANK  PRINGLE. 

For  a  town  of  its  size,  Clermont  has  exceptional  facilities  in  the  line  of 
restaurants,  for  the  men  who  own  and  operate  its  restaurants  are  above  the 
average  of  restaurant  keepers,  men  whose  skill  and  wisdom  applied  to  their 
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business  have  shown  them  how  to  please  the  people  and  to  make  money.  Mr. 
Pringle  has,  by  careful  attention  to  his  business,  by  making  it  his  first  and 
most  important  care,  established  his  restaurant  as  second  to  none  in  his  part 
of  the  state.  In  this,  as  in  every  other  business,  trade  or  profession,  it  takes 
brains  and  perseverance  to  win,  and  that  they  do  win,  Mr.  Pringle  has 
demonstrated. 

Frank  Pringle  was  born  in  Clermont,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  Febru¬ 
ary  20,  1871,  the  son  of  George  Pringle  and  Jane  (Lumberner)  Pringle,  who 
came  to  Clermont  and  settled  in  the  village.  His  father  was  a  wagon  and 
carriagemaker,  and  also  a  carpenter  by  trade.  While  at  Clermont  he  was 
known  as  an  exceptionally  good  workman.  He  was  a  faithful  Republican, 
one  of  those  rank  and  file  workers  who  does  not  aspire  to  office.  Mrs. 
Pringle,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  church  and  a  very  pious  woman, 
died  at  Clermont  in  1908.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  survived  their  mother.  Mr.  Pringle  is  now  living  in  San  Francisco. 

Frank  Pringle  grew  up  in  Clermont,  attended  its  common  and  high 
schools,  and  was  engaged  in  various  occupations,  including  three  years  of 
farming,  before  opening  up  a  restaurant  in  1903,  in  which  he  has  prospered 
so  much  that  he  wishes  he  had  gone  into  the  business  sooner.  He  is  a  Re¬ 
publican,  was  constable  for  six  years,  and  is  a  member  of  the  present  coun¬ 
cil,  on  which  he  has  served  for  six  years. 

On  December  17,  1892,  Mr.  Pringle  led  to  the  matrimonial  altar  Anna 
Hendershott,  a  daughter  of  John  Hendershott,  mentioned  in  this  work. 
Since  they  have  lived  happily  and  have  had  five  children  to  enter  their  home, 
all  bright,  healthy  and  promising  young  people. 

The  biographer  is  always  pleased  when  it  falls  to  him  to  record  the 
history  of  an  enterprising  business  man  like  the  present  subject,  for  on  men 
like  him  the  prosperity  of  our  country  depends. 


FRED  C.  HENDERSHOTT. 

A  member  of  that  worthy  guild  of  tavern-keepers,  whose  occupation 
began  when  men  began  to  travel,  and  has  ever  since  been  a  lesponsible  occu¬ 
pation,  giving  employment  to  many,  and,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  one  in  which 
not  all  purveyors  of  food  have  learned  the  lesson  which  accounts  for  this 
man’s  success,  that  of  serving  good  and  wholesome  food  in  a  neat  and  cleanly 
manner  amid  comfortable  surroundings.  Such  are  the  ideal  conditions  of 
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the  restaurant  business,  but  are  met  with  far  too  rarely.  Let  some  of  the 
lestaurant  men  who  are  unable  to  make  their  business  prosper  come  to 
Clermont  and  take  note  of  Mr.  Hendershott’s  methods. 

Fred  C.  Hendershott  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  April  18,  1884, 
the  son  of  William  M.  and  Flora  (Shaffer)  Hendershott,  both  natives  of  the 
county.  His  paternal  grandparents  Were  John  and  Eliza  Hendershott,  who 
came  to  Fayette  county  in  about  1851,  and  lived  here  until  their  death.  Wil¬ 
liam  M.  Hendershott  was  a  hotel  man  for  many  years  and  now  lives  at  La- 
vina,  Montana.  He  was  the  father  of  thirteen  children,  all  living.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  town  council  of 
Clermont.  It  was  in  his  well-ordered  hotel  that  his  son  acquired  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  business  in  which  he  has  been  so  prosperous.  Mrs.  Hender¬ 
shott  was  a  very  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  church. 

Fred  Hendershott  grew  up  in  Clermont  and  attended  the  public  and  high 
schools  there.  In  1907  he  engaged  in  the  restaurant  business,  believing  that 
m  that  there  was  a  good  opening  and  a  bright  future,  and  his  belief  has  been 
so  far  realized.  In  March,  1906,  he  entered  into  matrimony  With  Harriet 
Garrison,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  J. 
and  Sarah  Garrison,  of  Fayette,  where  her  father  died  and  her  mother  is  still 
living.  Mr.  Garrison  was  a  man  who  did  a  great  deal  of  good  during  the 
course  of  his  ministry,  and  who  was  much  loved  for  his  Christian  character. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hendershott  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Sarah  and  Cath¬ 
erine,  as  bright  and  lovable  children  as  any  one  would  wish  to  see. 

Mr.  Hendershott  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  both  reckoned 
among  the  supporters  of  the  Methodist  church.  Young  as  he  is,  he  has  al¬ 
ready  made  a  strong  start  in  life,  and  is  justly  popular  in  the  community  on 
account  of  his  many  good  qualities. 


CHARLES  FOX. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  another  man  who  has  shown  what  industry 
and  indefatigable  effort  will  accomplish,  for  they  have  raised  him  from  a 
position  Where  he  had  nothing  to  that  of  owner  of  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  prosperous  farms  in  his  county  and  made  him  one  of  its  leading^citizens. 
His  career  shows  also  that  the  farmer’s  occupation  is  not  unprofitable,  and 
that  diligence  in  its  pursuit  brings  a  degree  of  success  which  may  well  be 
envied  by  those  who  have  followed  other  professions. 
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Charles  Fox  was  born  in  Northamptonshire,  England,  October  6,  1846, 
the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Walden)  Fox,  both  born  in  England,  where  he 
died  in  1872,  and  his  widow,  with  a  family  of  five  children,  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  lived  there  until  her  death  in  West  Union,  July  2,  1893. 
John  Fox  Was  a  farmer  and  overseer  of  a  farm  and  worked  for  the  same  man 
for  forty  years,  giving  constant  satisfaction  and  faithful  service.  He  was 
the  father  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  six  are  now  living.  Charles  was 
reared  on  the  farm  and  worked  in  the  oil  mills  from  the  age  of  twelve  to 
seventeen  years.  In  1864  he  came  to  New  York,  and  in  1866  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  for  thirty-four  years  has  lived  on  the  farm  which  he  now 
owns  in  Clermont  township. 

In  1870  Mr.  Fox  married  Nora  N.  Mercer,  who  was  born  in  Van  Buren 
county,  Iowa,  January  8,  1848,  the  daughter  of  James  F.  and  Mary  (Sweet) 
Mercer.  Her  father  was  born  in  Ohio,  her  mother  in  Missouri.  They  mar¬ 
ried  in  Missouri,  and  came  to  Van  Buren  county,  where  his  wife  died  in  1851. 
Mr.  Mercer  was  the  father  of  six  children  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom  Mrs. 
Fox  is  the  only  one  living.  He  married  again  and  was  the  father  of  six 
children  by  his  second  wife,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  He  enlisted  in  the 
army,  was  a  reliable  soldier,  and  lost  his  life  at  Pea  Ridge.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Fox  are  the  parents  of  seven  children:  John  James,  Mary  Bell,  Charles 
Reuben,  Delbert  William,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Lottie  Luella  and  Grover 
Cleveland.  Mr.  Fox  has  followed  general  farming  and  has  found  it  extremely 
profitable.  When  he  landed  in  New  York  he  had  a  shilling,  twenty-five  cents 
in  our  money,  and  no  more.  Now  he  is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  acres  of 
land  in  this  highly  productive  region  of  Iowa,  all  of  which  is  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation  and  is  well-improved.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
was  elected  by  that  party  to  the  office  of  township  trustee,  in  which  position 
he  gave  great  satisfaction.  No  man  in  the  township  stands  higher  in  the 
regard  of  his  neighbors,  and  his  farm  is  pointed  out  as  one  of  the  best 
around. 


JOHN  R.  COOK. 

Energy,  sound  judgment  and  persistency  of  effort,  properly  applied, 
will  always  win  the  goal  sought  in  the  sphere  of  human  endeavor,  no  matter 
what  the  environment  may  be  or  what  obstacles  are  met  with,  for  they  who 
are  endowed  with  such  characteristics  make  of  their  adversities  stepping 
stones  to  higher  things.  These  reflections  are  suggested  by  the  career  of 
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John  R.  Cook,  Who  has  forged  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  and  stands  today 
among  the  representative  men  of  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Cook  was  born  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  in  1843,  the  son  of 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  (Surran)  Cook,  both  natives  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  of 
which  city  the  paternal  grandparents  of  John  R.  Cook  were  pioneers.  Daniel 
Cook  was  born  February  27,  1818,  and  his  death  occurred  October  10,  1854; 
his  Wife  was  born  December  11,  1817,  and  died  February  28,  1895.  The 
father  was  a  pioneer  farmer  in  Wisconsin.  On  October  1,  1852,  he  came  to 
West  Union,  Iowa,  first  locating  on  the  Hoyer  farm,  which  he  purchased  for 
four  hundred  dollars  and  a  yoke  of  oxen,  the  place  consisting  of  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres,  where  he  lived  a  few  months.  He  erected  or  bought  a  build¬ 
ing  where  the  Stam  building  now  stands.  It  was  a  one-story,  rude  affair.  The 
season  prior  to  that  the  ground  where  the  court  house  now  stands  was  in  corn. 
In  the  above  mentioned  building  he  established  a  grocery  business  in  1853  and 
in  the  following  year  branched  into  a  general  merchandise  business,  being 
the  first  merchant  in  West  Union,  and  in  a  short  time  he  worked  up  an  ex¬ 
tensive  trade,  customers  coming  as  far  as  one  hundred  miles  west  to  patron¬ 
ize  him,  for  his  reputation  as  an  honest  and  conscientious  merchant,  who 
handled  a  large  stock  of  goods  at  all  seasons,  had  spread  abroad.  Mr.  Co.ok, 
Sr.,  was  a  Whig  politically  and  he  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Rhoda  R.,  John  R.  (of  this  review),  David  and  Peter  L. 

John  R.  Cook  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  of  West  Union  and 
when  a  young  man  devoted  his  attention  to  farming,  which  he  followed  until 
August  11,  1862,  when  he  decided  to  cast  his  lot  with  the  Union  army  in  the 
field  and  do  what  he  could  toward  saving  the  national  honor,  so  he  became  a 
member  of  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  very  gallantly  as  a  private  for  a  period  of  three  years.  At  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg  he  was  transferred  to  the  First  Missouri  Battery.  After  the 
capitulation  of  that  stronghold,  he  returned  to  his  original  company  and  regi¬ 
ment.  He  took  part  in  the  fight  at  Beakley,  just  outside  of  Mobile,  Alabama, 
also  fought  at  Union  City,  Tennessee.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  West 
Union  and  for  some  time  followed  farming.  He  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  John  Owens  and  they  dealt  in  grain  and  livestock  for  a  period  of  twenty- 
six  years,  during  which  time  they  built  up  a  very  extensive  and  lucrative  busi¬ 
ness.  Mr.  Cook  also  did  a  commission  business  for  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad  Company.  In  1902  Mr.  Cook  became  special  excursion 
agent  for  that  road  in  the  state  of  Iowa  and  he  still  holds  this  position,  giving 
the  company  entire  satisfaction  and  a  high  grade  service,  for  he  seems  to  be 
well  adapted  for  this  line  of  work. 
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Mr.  Cook  is  an  active  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and 
he  has  not  missed  attending  a  national  reunion  of  this  organization  for  twen¬ 
ty-four  years.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 

Mr.  Cook  was  married  to  Virginia  McClintock,  a  native  of  Chambers- 
burg,  Pennsylvania,  Where  her  family  was  long  prominent.  This  union  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Belle,  now  the  wife  of  E.  E.  Brewer,  living  in 
Chicago. 

Personally,  Mr.  Cook  is  a  good  mixer,  genial,  jolly,  always  ready  to  do 
some  one  a  kindness,  and  therefore  he  is  popular  with  all  classes. 


JOHN  JAMISON. 

It  is  not  an  easy  task  to  describe  adequately  a  man  who  has  led  an  emi¬ 
nently  active  and  useful  life  and  who  has  attained  a  position  of  relative  dis¬ 
tinction  in  the  community  with  which  his  interests  are  allied.  It  is  with  a 
full  appreciation  of  all  that  is  demanded,  and  yet  with  a  feeling  of  satisfac¬ 
tion,  that  the  writer  essays  the  task  of  touching  briefly  upon  the  details  of 
such  a  record  as  has  been  that  of  the  honored  subject  whose  life  now  comes 
under  review,  John  Jamison,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential 
citizens  of  Oelwein,  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Jamison  was  born  in  Allegheny,  Pennsylvania,  September  20, 
1844,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Jane  (Boale)  Jamison.  Both  of  these  par¬ 
ents  were  natives  of  county  Down,  Ireland,  and  both  were  of  Scotch  de- 
-scent.  James  Jamison  was  born  in  1806  and  at  an  early  age  he  was  left  to 
make  his  own  Way  in  the  world.  While  quite  young  he  learned  the  carpen¬ 
ter’s  trade  and  before  he  attained  manhood  he  came  to  the  United  States, 
settling  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  expert  mechanic  and 
among  other  works  in  which  he  was  engaged  was  the  erection  of  one  of 
the  best  bridges  crossing  the  Allegheny  river,  of  which  work  he  was  the 
superintendent.  He  was  married  April  18,  1843,  and  m  he  gave  up 

his  trade  and  for  a  time  followed  farming  in  Mercer  county.  His  wife, 
Jane,  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Grace  (McWha)  Boale,  and  came  from 
county  Down,  Ireland,  with  her  parents  in  1839.  They  located  on  a  farm 
in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  but  in  May,  1852,  they  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  settled  two  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  West  Union, 
lames  Jamison  brought  his  family  to  this  county  at  the  same  time  and  located 
at  Auburn,  where  he  and  his  wife’s  brother,  James  Boale,  engaged  in  mer- 


JOHN  JAMISON. 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


1289 


chandising.  Two  years  later  Mr.  Jamison  sold  out  his'  interests  in  the  store 
and  bought  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  near  West  Union, 
on  which  he  made  his  home  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death  oc¬ 
curring  March  3,  1881.  After  his  death  his  wife  moved  from  the  farm  into 
West  Union,  where  she  resided  until  her  death,  September  17,  1903.  These 
parents  had  six  children,  of  whom  John,  the  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch,  is  the  eldest.  Grace  M.  became  the  wife  of  William  Colby  and  lives 
at  West  Union.  Sarah  is  the  wife  of  J.  Q.  Adams,  also  of  West  Union. 
George  W.  is  a  banker  at  Oelwein.  Thomas,  now  deceased,  was  a  hardware 
merchant  at  Oelwein.  Samuel  B.  is  engaged  in  farming  in  southern  Minne¬ 
sota. 

John  Jamison  was  reared  on  the  farm  from  the  time  he  was  ten  years 
old  and  he  received  his  preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  West 
Union.  Subsequently  he  was  a  student  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  of  the 
board  of  trustees  of  which  institution  he  has  been  a  member  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  having  been  chosen  first  in  1889.  His  first  business  exper¬ 
ience  was  in  the  mercantile  business  at  Auburn,  in  partnership  with  Hull 
Hoagland.  In  July,  1875,  they  removed  their  stock  of  goods  to  Oelwein, 
where  they  continued  as  partners  until  1881,  when  Mr.  Hoagland  was  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  Samuel  Jamison.  In  the  summer  of  1875,  Messrs.  Jamison  and 
Hoagland  established  the  Bank  of  Oelwein,  the  first  and  for  many  years  the 
only  banking  house  of  that  city.  They  also  associated  with  them  John 
Irvine  and  together  they  dealt  extensively  in  livestock,  realizing  handsome 
profits  from  their  transactions.  Soon  after  coming  to  Oelwein,  and  without 
interruption  to  his  other  business  interests,  the  subject  and  his  brother, 
Thomas,  formed  a  partnership  in  the  hardware  business,  which  they  con¬ 
tinued  about  two  years.  In  1884  Mr.  Jamison  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  the  State  Bank  of  West  Union,  of  which  he  has  been  the  president  con¬ 
tinuously  since  its  inception.  In  1886  Hull  Hoagland  severed  his  connection 
with  the  Bank  of  Oelwein,  and  the  subject’s  brother,  George,  succeeded 
him,  the  firm  becoming  Jamison  Brothers  &  Company.  Besides  their  inter¬ 
ests  in  Oelwein,  the  Jamison  brothers  both  own  extensive  farming  interests. 

In  the  banking  business  of  Fayette  county  Mr.  Jamison  is  believed  to 
have  been  engaged  continuously  longer  than  any  man  now  living,  having  been 
so  engaged  since  the  summer  of  1875.  He  has  at  all  times  enjoyed  the  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  of  the  public  and  has  been  influential  in  many  ways  in 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  community  at  large.  Unpretentious  in  style, 
direct  in  manner,  concise  in  speech,  approachable,  kind  and  generous,  Mr. 
Jamison  has  the  happy  faculty  of  easily  winning  friends  and  he  enjoys  a 
large  acquaintance  throughout  the  county. 
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In  politics  Mr.  Jamison  has  been  a  life  long  Democrat,  and  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  took  an  active  interest  in  political  matters,  though  not  an  as¬ 
pirant  for  public  office.  However,  in  1883,  he  was  nominated  by  his  party 
for  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Fayette  county.  The  county  had  a  normal 
Republican  majority  of  about  four  hundred,  and  his  election  to  the  office 
was  a  marked  testimonial  of  his  popularity  and  the  confidence  of  his  fellow 
citizens  in  his  integrity  and  ability.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Jamison  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Religiously, 
he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  to  which  they  gi\e 
an  earnest  and  generous  support. 

September  8,  1875,  Mr.  Jamison  was  married  to  Florence  Hoagland, 
a  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hull  Hoagland,  she  being  a  native  of  Mercer 
county,  Pennsylvania.  Four  children  have  been  born  to  this  union,  namely : 
Two  who  died  in  early  youth;  Ray  B.,  cashier  in  the  Bank  of  Oelwein;  and 
Fred  H.,  who  is  bookkeeper  in  the  same  institution.  The  latter  was  mar¬ 
ried,  June  26,  1907,  to  Blanche  Flannegan,  the  daughter  of  H.  W.  Flannegan, 
of  Oelwein,  and  they  have  a  son,  Harry.  Ray  B.  was  married  November  17, 
1910,  to  Letha  Bonner,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa. 


HANS  REISER. 

Hans  Reiser,  who,  like  many  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  this  locality, 
is  an  American  by  adoption  only,  was  born  in  Gelterkinden,  Switzerland, 
June  16,  1868,  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Mary  (Luescher)  Reiser.  The  father 
was  a  well  known  educator,  having  taught  in  the  public  schools  for  a  period 
of  fifty-four  years,  he  being  well  educated  and  by  nature  qualified  foi  this 
special  line  of  work.  He  received  his  education  at  the  Peach  Seminary,  Beug-  ^ 
gen,  Germany.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  seven  children. 

Hans  Reiser  was  educated  in  Schiers  College,  Switzerland.  Owing  to  ill 
health  he  left  that  institution  and  came  to  America  in  1887,  coming  direct 
to  a  farm  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  which  he  worked  for  one  year,  then 
worked  in  a  furniture  store  and  the  postoffice  in  Elgin,  Pleasant  Valley  town¬ 
ship,  the  postoffice  being  kept  at  that  time  in  a  grocery  store.  Mr.  Reiser 
worked  at  this  for  about  four  years,  then  he  entered  the  insurance  business 
in  connection  with  music  teaching,  having  received  his  musical  education 
in  Switzerland  and  being  naturally  gifted  he  made  a  success  of  this  line  of 
work  His  services  were  in  demand  and  lie  followed  that  until  1898,  when 
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he  was  appointed  postmaster  and  has  since  held  the  office  to  his  credit  and 
the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  department  at  Washington  and  all  concerned. 
He  is  obliging,  courteous  and  prompt  in  his  duties  and  is  popular  with  all 
classes  here.  He  also  still  continues  to  do  a  good  business  in  insurance  and 
music  teaching,  thus  being  kept  very  busy,  but  he  never  slights  any  part  of 
his  many  duties. 

Mr.  Keiser  was  married  in  1894  to  Mary  Falb,  a  native  of  Switzerland 
and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Katherine  (Waelti)  Falb,  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica,  direct  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  father  being  a  miller  by  trade  and  he 
operated  a  mill  about  two  miles  from  Elgin. 

The  following  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keiser :  Edith, 
Katherine,  Harry,  Jacob  and  Julius,  the  last  named  dying  when  thirteen 
months  old. 

Mr.  Keiser  is  a  member  of  the  German  Baptist  church  and  politically 
he  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school  board  and  also  teaches  the 
choir  of  the  Baptist  church.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in  party  affairs 
and  is  always  ready  to  do  his  part  in  furthering  any  movement  that  is  cal¬ 
culated  to  improve  the  condition  of  Fayette  county.  He  is  well  liked  in  all 
circles,  and  he  numbers  his  friends  only  by  the  limits  of  his  acquaintance. 


JOHN  W.  FROST. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  former  prominent  citizen  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  but  for  some  years  an  honored  resident  of  Eureka,  Montana,  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  and  the  third  child  and  oldest  son  of  William  and  Prudence 
(Seward)  Frost,  natives  respectively  of  England  and  the  state  of  New  York. 
William  Frost  was  born  January  1,  1816,  at  Longbuckby,  near  Rugby,  in 
Northamptonshire,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1827  and  later  took  up  his 
residence  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  re¬ 
moval  to  Iowa,  in  1851.  The  year  prior  to  that  date  he  made  a  tour  of 
observation  through  various  parts  of  this  state  and,  being  pleased  with  the 
appearance  of  Fayette  county,  purchased  a  tract  of  government  land  in  sec¬ 
tion  24,  in  what  is  now  Illyria  township,  to  which  he  brought  his  family  the 
following  year  and  which  in  due  time  he  cleared  and  converted  into  a  fine 
farm.  Subsequently  he  purchased  other  lands  in  Clayton  county,  to  which 
he  changed  his  residence  about  1864,  but  after  spending  a  few  years  there  he 
returned  to  Fayette  county,  locating  on  a  farm  in  Westfield  township,  where 
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his  wife  died  on  the  23d  day  of  February,  1894.  Later  he  went  to  Montana, 
where  he  still  resides,  having  reached  a  ripe  old  age. 

The  oldest  child  of  William  and  Prudence  Frost,  Mrs.  Sarah  Jane  Wen- 
nich,  widow  of  Rev.  David  Wennich,  lives  at  West  Union,  Iowa,  where  her 
two  sons  and  one  daughter  also  reside.  Her  sister,  Mrs.  Polly  Ann  Robb,  a 
Widow  living  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  has  three  sons  and  four  daughters,  all 
grown  to  maturity.  John  W.,  of  this  review,  as  already  indicated,  is  the 

third  in  order  of  birth  and  the  oldest  son. 

William  Frost,  or  “Uncle  Bill,”  as  he  was  familiarly  known,  is  remem¬ 
bered  by  all  the  early  settlers  of  Fayette  county  as  a  self-reliant,  active,  ener¬ 
getic  pioneer,  who  wielded  a  wide  influence  among  his  fellow  citizens  and  took 
a  leading  part  in  the  development  of  the  section  of  country  in  which  he  lo¬ 
cated.  He  has  outlived  most  of  his  neighbors  of  the  early  day,  but  there  are 
still  a  few  who  remember  him  in  his  prime,  when  as  a  typical  pioneer  of  a 
period  long  past  he  acted  well  his  part  in  life  and  did  much  to  lay  broad  and 
deep  the  foundation  upon  which  rests  the  prosperity  of  a  county  which  is  now 
one  of  the  most  advanced  and  prosperous  in  the  state.  “Uncle  Bill  was  a 
kind  husband  and  father,  a  good  neighbor  and  a  faithful  friend.  He  early 
manifested  special  interest  in  the  cause  of  education  and  some  of  his  children 
excelled  those  of  other  pioneer  families  in  the  matter  of  intellectual  training 
and  general  culture.  Like  the  majority  of  early  settlers,  he  was  fond  of  the 
cup  that  exhilarates,  but  did  not  indulge  his  taste  to  excess,  as  did  so  many 
whose  downfall  in  those  times  was  attributable  to  too  frequently  resorting  to 
the  flowing  bowl.  He  was  an  expert  horseman  and  had  animals  so  tiained 
that  if  for  any  cause  he  happened  to  fall  to  the  ground,  they  would  stand 
close  and  patiently  wait  until  he  was  able  to  rise,  remount  and  pursue  his  way  ; 
if,  however,  he  saw  fit  to  remain  in  a  recumbent  posture  longer  than  usual  the 
faithful  animal  stayed  close  by  and  awaited  the  pleasure  of  its  master.  Mi. 
Frost  lived  to  see  Fayette  county  transformed  from  a  wilderness  to  a  very 
garden  of  plenty  and  beauty,  and  going  farther  west,  has  also  witnessed  many 
marvelous  changes  that  of  recent  years  have  taken  place  in  the  new  and  rapidly 
growing  state  of  Montana.  Although  nearing  the  century  mark,  he  retains 
to  a  remarkable  degree  the  possession  of  his  faculties  and  nothing  pleases 
him  better  than  to  recount  his  many  experiences  of  the  early  days  when  he 
was  in  his  prime  and  the  great  future  before  him  bright  with  promise. 

John  W.  Frost,  to  a  brief  review  of  whom  the  remainder  of  this  sketch 
is  devoted,  was  born  in  Warren  county,  Illinois,  February  12,  1848,  and  when 
about  three  years  old  was  brought  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  grew 
to  maturity  and  laid  the  foundation  for  what  has  since  proven  a  career  of 
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signal  usefulness  and  honor.  After  receiving  his  preliminary  discipline  in 
the  public  schools,  he  took  a  business  course  in  a  commercial  college  and  on 
attaining  his  majority  turned  his  attention  to  agriculture,  which  he  followed 
for  some  years  first  in  Clayton  county  and  subsequently  in  the  counties  of 
Audubon  and  Dickinson.  Later  he  removed  to  Flathead,  now  Lincoln  county, 
Montana,  where  he  has  been  located  for  the  last  ten  years,  devoting  his  at¬ 
tention  the  meanwhile  to  real  estate,  insurance  and  public  loans,  in  which  he 
has  built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  business,  his  land  deals,  mostly  in  British 
Columbia,  being  very  extensive  and  returning  him  a  handsome  income.  His 
holdings  in  that  country  at  the  present  time  amount  to  ninety-two  hundred 
acres  of  excellent  land,  which  is  rapidly  increasing  in  value,  in  addition  to 
which  he  owns  a  fine  homestead  at  Eureka,  Montana,  which  under  his  able 
management  has  been  highly  improved  and  brought  to  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation. 

In  his  business  affairs  Mr.  Frost  is  associated  with  his  son,  William  M. 
Frost,  a  rising  lawyer  of  Eureka,  and  one  of  the  influential  citizens  of  the 
community,  the  firm  thus  constituted  being  widely  and  favorably  known  and 
its  patronage  growing  in  magnitude  and  importance  with  each  succeeding 
year.  In  all  of  his  undertakings,  Mr.  Frost  has  been  more  than  ordinarily 
successful,  and  he  is  today  one  of  the  solid  men  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resides  and  a  factor  of  considerable  influence  in  his  adopted  county.  In 
politics  he  has  always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party  and  from  time  to 
time  has  been  elected  to  various  local  offices,  including  those  of  assessor, 
clerk,  justice  of  the  peace  and  alderman,  having  served  in  the  last  named 
capacity  in  Eureka,  where  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  much  im¬ 
portant  municipal  legislation.  He  was  made  a  Mason  in  1873,  and  since 
that  time  has  been  an  active  and  influential  Worker  in  the  order,  besides  being 
honored  at  intervals  with  positions  of  responsibility  and  trust. 

Mr.  Frost,  on  January  13,  1876,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Marie  J. 
McMullen,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Hershaw)  McMullen,  natives 
respectively  of  Venango  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  county  Armagh,  Ireland, 
the  father  of  Scotch  ancestry,  the  mother  of  English  parentage.  After  the 
death  of  Mr.  McMullen,  which  occurred  in  Fayette  county  in  the  year  i860, 
his  widow  married  Milton  Grow,  an  early  pioneer  in  Illyria  township  and  a 
most  exemplary  Christian  gentleman  who  proved  a  father  indeed  to  the  Mc¬ 
Mullen  children,  of  whom  there  were  three :  William,  who  died  in  this  county 
at  the  age  of  thirty,  leaving  a  wife  and  six  children,  his  death  resulting  from 
an  accident ;  Maria  and  Mrs.  E.  J.  Fenton,  of  Eureka,  Montana,  who  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  the  mother  of  two  offspring. 
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To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frost  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom  Pru¬ 
dence,  Alma  and  Florence  Ethel  are  deceased,  the  first  at  the  age  of  eight 
months,  the  latter  when  eleven  years  old.  The  surviving  members  of  the  fam¬ 
ily  are  Sarah  F.,  wife  of  Morgan  Thomas,  of  Eureka,  Montana;  William  M., 
who  married  Frances  Thornburg  and  has  one  son  and  one  daughter;  Hen¬ 
rietta,  whose  marriage  with  Harvey  Morgan  has  been  blessed  with  two  sons 
and  one  daughter;  Anson  J.  married  Pearl  Reedy,  and  lives  at  Swift  Current, 
Saskatchawan,  British  Columbia,  and  Vernie  Irena,  an  intelligent  young  miss 
of  twelve  years  of  age. 


FRED  S.  ROBINSON. 

Only  those  who  come  in  personal  contact  with  the  gentleman  whose 
name  forms  the  caption  of  this  biographical  review,  the  well-known  editor 
and  proprietor  of  the  Oelwein  Register,  daily  and  weekly,  can  understand 
how  thoroughly  nature  and  training,  habits  of  thought  and  action,  have 
enabled  him  to  accomplish  his  life  work,  exhibiting  pronounced  talent  in  two 
professions,  having  been  successful  as  a  superintendent  of  schools  and  as  a 
journalist,  being  in  every  respect  a  fit  representative  of  the  enterprising  class 
of  professional  people  to  which  he  belongs,  a  man  who  unites  a  high  order 
of  ability  with  courage,  patriotism,  clean  morality,  and  sound  common  sense, 
doing  thoroughly  and  well  the  Work  that  he  finds  to  do  and  asking  praise 
of  no  man  for  the  performance  of  what  he  conceives  to  be  his  simple  duty. 

Fred  S.  Robinson  was  born  near  Skowhegan,  Maine,  of  sturdy  New 
England  stock,  his  antecedents  having  been  prominent  in  various  walks  of 
life  in  tbe  old  Pine  Tree  state  for  many  generations.  He  was  reared  on  the 
old  family  homestead  where  he  was  born,  which  has  been  owned  and  occupied 
by  the  family  for  more  than  a  century.  This  branch  of  the  Robinson  family 
is  of  Puritan  origin,  the  first  representative  of  the  family  coming  to  Ameiica 
from  England  in  1630,  locating  in  Massachusetts,  \vhere  the  family  remained 
for  many  years.  Removing  to  Exeter,  New  Hampshire,  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  they  resided  in  that  section  until  1 795 »  w^en  they  emi¬ 
grated  to  Somerset  county,  Maine,  where  the  old  farm  home  was  purchased 
by  Rev.  Tohn  Robinson,  great-grandfatber  of  Fred  S.  Robinson,  of  this 
review. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  educated  in  the  public  schools,  the  Coburn  Classical 
Institute  and  Colby  College,  Waterville,  Maine,  and  he  was  a  student  for 
a  year  in  Shurtleff  College,  Upper  Alton,  Illinois.  Thus  well  equipped 
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for  what  the  poets  are  pleased  to  call  “the  battle  of  life,”  Mr.  Robinson 
came  to  Iowa  in  1886,  and  for  a  period  of  six  years  he  was  superintendent 
of  the  Eldon  public  schools,  during  'which  time  the  cause  of  education  there 
received  quite  an  impetus,  for  he  thoroughly  systematized  and  raised  the 
standard  of  the  schools  under  his  care,  for  which  he  received  unstinted 
praise  from  the  press,  pupils,  patrons  and  board  of  education.  In  the  spring 
of  1892  he  resigned  his  position  there  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  a  similar 
one  at  Brooklyn,  where  he  had  charge  of  the  schools  for  a  period  of  seven 
years,  giving  his  usual  high-grade  service.  During  the  last  five  years  of 
this  period  he  was  also  principal  owner  and  much  of  the  time  editor  of  the 
Brooklyn  Chronicle.  While  there  he  established  an  excellent  school  library, 
placed  the  high  school  in  the  highest  rank  of  the  accredited  schools  of  the 
State  University  and  other  leading  colleges,  and  interested  the  young  men 
in  educational  afifairs,  and  they  were  a  majority  in  the  last  four  graduating 
classes.  During  the  last  years  of  his  supervision  and  following  it,  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  teachers  in  the  Brooklyn  schools  were  his  graduates. 

In  order  to  devote  his  attention  exclusively  to  journalism,  which  he 
believed  he  was  best  suited  to  his  tastes,  Mr.  Robinson  notified  the  board  of 
education  in  January,  1899,  of  his  intention  to  retire  from  school  work  the 
following  June.  At  the  close  of  the  scholastic  year  the  board  placed  upon  its 
records  resolutions  highly  commending  Mr.  Robinson  as  “an  able  superin¬ 
tendent,  a  competent  instructor,  a  man  Who  inspires  educational  life  in  the 
schools,  and  one  who  commands  the  respect  and  confidence  of  patrons, 
pupils  and  teachers.”  He  was  a  prominent  factor  in  making  the  Brooklyn 
Chronicle  one  of  the  leading  papers  of  central  Iowa  from  an  editorial  and 
business  standpoint. 

Desiring  a  wider  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  talents,  he  sold  his  interest 
in  that  paper  and  at  once  purchased  a  half  interest  in  the  Oelwein  Register, 
an  official  county  and  city  paper  of  large  circulation  in  the  growing  city  of 
Oelwein,  Fayette  county,  and  in  June,  1899,  he  began  his  editorial  work  on 
that  paper  and,  infusing  new  life  into  its  pages,  it  grew  rapidly.  Within 
three  months  from  the  date  of  his  connection  with  the  paper  a  larger  news 
press  was  purchased,  and  the  paper  enlarged  to  a  full-sized  seven-column 
quarto,  all  home  print.  In  July,  1906,  the  issue  of  the  Oelwein  Daily  Reg¬ 
ister  was  begun,  together  with  the  weekly,  and  both  editions  have  grown 
rapidly  in  circulation,  now  covering  an  extensive  territory.  The  Register 
is  easily  the  leading  paper  in  Fayette  county,  having  the  largest  circulation 
and  best  equipped  office,  including  a  standard  model  No.  5  linotype,  and  the 
mechanical  appearance  of  the  paper  is  first-class  in  every  respect,  system  be- 
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ing  maintained  throughout,  and  as  an  advertising  medium  it  ranks  among  the 
best  in  northern  Iowa.  Editorially,  the  Register  Wields  a  wide  influence, 
Mr.  Robinson  being  a  lucid,  forceful  and  trenchant  writer,  conversant  with 
all  problems  and  advanced  ideas  of  the  present  day,  being  at  all  times  a 
student  and  fearless  in  advocating  the  truth  and  what  he  believes  to  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  his  readers. 

Mr.  Robinson  has  always  been  an  ardent  Republican  and  he  has  been 
a  regular  attendant  at  the  various  conventions  of  his  party  for  many  years, 
where  his  counsel  is  often  sought  by  party  leaders.  Although  he  is  a  worker 
'in  the  ranks  and  has  done  very  commendable  work  as  a  stump  speaker  in 
many  campaigns,  he  has  never  been  a  candidate  for  public  office.  Fraternally, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of 
Pythias  and  he  is  a  Knight  Templar,  having  held  the  highest  offices  in  each 
of  the  former  lodges. 

Personally,  Mr.  Robinson  is  a  man  of  magnetic  presence,  in  whom  con¬ 
fidence  is  readily  reposed  by  all  who  know  him,  being  a  good  mixer,  sociable 
and  gentlemanly. 

Mr.  Robinson  married  Rebecca  Irving,  a  native  of  Boston,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  a  woman  of  talent  and  culture.  She  was  educated  in  the  public  schools, 
and  completed  a  classical  course  in  Waterville,  Maine,  graduating  with  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Literature.  She  has  been  a  very  successful  teacher 
and  was  principal  of  the  Eldon  high  school  for  five  yeais.  She  is  prominent 
in  secret  societies,  having  been  at  the  head  of  the  grand  temple  of  Pythian 
Sisters  of  Iowa  and  has  been  presiding  officer  of  local  chapters  of  the  P.  E.  O. 
and  Eastern  Star.  She  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  the  literary  club  circles 
of  the  state,  having  served  for  several  years  on  the  official  board  of  the  Iowa 
Federation  of  Women’s  Clubs,  is  a  pleasing  writer  and  speaker  and  influen¬ 
tial  in  all  circles  in  which  she  is  interested. 


FREDERICK  OELWEIN. 

Frederick  Oelwein,  a  German  pioneer  of  Fayette  county.  Iowa,  was 
born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  the  2d  day  of  September,  1808.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  land,  and  there  learned  the  trade  of  silver¬ 
smith.  In  1832  he  was  married  to  Cecelia  Schmidt,  a  daughter  of  W  illiam 
Schmidt,  and  five  years  later,  in  1837,  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America, 
and  settled  in  Baltimore,  Maryland,  where  he  secured  work  at  his  trade,  con- 
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tinning  operations  in  that  line  until  1848.  Mr.  Oelwein  then  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  West  and  resuming  his  travels,  continued  his  journey 
until  he  reached  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  he  again  worked  at  his  trade  for 
four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  removed  to  a  farm  in  the 
township  of  New  Vienna,  Dubuque  county,  where  he  resided  until  1855, 
which  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Fayette  county.  Purchasing  a  farm  in 
Jefferson  township,  situated  three  miles  north  and  a  mile  and  a  half  west 
of  the  site  of  the  city  of  Oelwein,  he  began  preparations  for  a  home  and  re¬ 
moved  his  family  to  his  farm,  where  he  resided  until  1857,  when  he  bought 
the  land  on  which  the  city  of  Oelwein  is  now  located,  from  James  Burch,  and 
removed  his  family  to  this  place.  In  1866  he  sold  this  land  to  his  son, 
Gustav  A.,  who  still  owns  a  portion  of  the  original  purchase. 

The  only  surviving  child  of  the  family  is  a  son,  Gustav  A.,  whose  sketch 
is  given  elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  mother  died  in  March,  1866.  Mr. 
Oelwein  died  September  12,  1900. 


CHARLIE  B.  DICKENS. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  is  a  well  known 
farmer  and  respected  citizen  of  Eden  township,  a  native  of  Walworth 
county,  Wisconsin,  and  one  of  nine  children,  whose  parents  were  Thomas 
and  Mary  Jane  Dickens,  the  former  born  in  England,  the  latter  in  the  state 
of  New  York.  Thomas  Dickens  was  brought  to  America  at  the  age  of  one 
and  a  half  years  and  grew  to  manhood  in  New  York.  He  later  came  to 
Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  Jane 
Ives.  Her  parents  moved  from  New  York  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  later 
to  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  of  which  they  were  early  settlers  and  from 
there,  in  the  fall  of  1867,  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  purchasing  a  farm 
in  Bethel  township,  on  which  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  then,  after  rent¬ 
ing  land  in  Fayette  county  for  a  few  more  years,  retired  from  active  life, 
they  changing  their  residence  to  the  village  of  Alpha.  Mr.  Dickens  died  at 
that  town  some  years  ago  and  his  widow,  who  survives  him,  makes  her  home 
at  this  time  in  Hawkeye.  Thomas  and  Mary  Jane  Dickens  reared  a  family 
of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  were  living  in  the  year  1909,  four  of  the  num¬ 
ber  being  residents  of  Fayette  county,  namely:  Frank  S.,  a  farmer  near  Ran- 
dalia;  Norman,  of  Eden  township;  Fanny,  wife  of  R.  D.  Smith,  of  Hawk- 
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eye,  and  C.  B.,  of  this  review;  another  daughter,  Henrietta,  wife  of  W. 
Davis,  living  a  short  distance  across  the  line  in  Chickasaw  county. 

Charlie  Byron  Dickens  was  born  March  8,  1856,  and  spent  his  childhood 
on  the  home  farm  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  being  a  lad  of  eleven 
years  growth  when  the  family  moved  to  Iowa.  He  was  reared  to  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits,  received  his  educational  training  in  the  public  schools  and  re¬ 
mained  at  home  assisting  in  the  cultivation  of  the  farm  and  contributing 
to  the  interest  and  comfort  of  his  parents  until  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
in  his  twenty-ninth  year.  Mr.  Dickens  chose  for  his  wife  and  companion, 
Mrs.  Aim i da  Abbott  Tone,  daughter  of  P.  G.  Abbott,  an  early  settler  of 
Bethel  township  and  widely  and  popularly  known  throughout  the  same.  For 
seven  years  following  his  marriage  Mr.  Dickens  farmed  on  rented  land  in 
Fayette  and  Chickasaw  counties,  but  in  1893  he  purchased  his  present  place 
in  the  southern  part  of  Eden  township,  six  miles  northwest  of  Hawkeye, 
where  he  has  since  lived  and  prospered,  bringing  his  farm  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  the  meanwhile  and  achieving  marked  success  as  an  industrious 
and  progressive  tiller  of  the  soil. 

Mr.  Dickens’  farm  is  not  as  large  as  some  of  his  neighbors,  consisting 
of  forty-eight  acres,  but  what  it  lacks  in  size  is  more  than  made  up  for  in  the 
superior  manner  of  its  cultivation.  By  a  careful  study  of  the  natuial  condi¬ 
tions  of  the  soils,  and  their  adaptation  to  the  different  crops,  also  by  judicious 
rotation  of  the  latter,  he  has  been  enabled  to  enhance  the  original  fertility  of 
his  land,  which  now  yields  ample  returns  for  the  time  and  labor  expended 
upon  it.  He  has  made  a  number  of  good  improvements  and  by  industry, 
thrift  and  excellent  management  has  succeeded  in  placing  himself  in  the 
comfortable  circumstances  which  he  now  enjoys.  In  all  that  pertains  to  the 
prosperity  of  the  community  he  manifests  a  lively  interest  and  to  the  extent 
of  his  ability  is  ever  ready  to  assist  his  fellowmen  and  promote  the  common 
welfare.  He  stands  high  as  a  neighbor  and  citizen  and  belongs  to  that  large 
and  eminently  respectable  class  of  yeoman  who  by  deeds  rather  than  words 
add  stability  to  the  body  politic  and  make  the  world  better  by  their  presence 
and  influence. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Dickens  is  stanchly  and  uncompiomisingly 
Republican,  though  not  a  politician  in  the  sense  the  term  is  usually  accepted; 
nevertheless  he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  questions  of  the  day  and  has  decided 
opinions  upon  issues  concerning  which  men  and  parties  divide. 

The  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dickens  consists  of  three  children,  Emily 
Tone  Stokes,  married  and  living  in  South  Dakota,  and  two  daughters,  still  at 
home,  Achsah  and  Bertha,  to  the  rearing  and  educating  of  whom  the  parents 
are  devoting  much  interest. 
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WILLIAM  A.  CLARK. 

One  of  the  leading  citizens  of  West  Union  and  the  representative  of  an 
old  and  influential  Fayette  county  family  is  William  A.  Clark,  who  was 
born  in  Eldorado,  this  county,  in  1857,  the  son  of  Lookings  and  Mary  (Kin¬ 
ney)  Clark,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Wil¬ 
liam  Clark,  was  also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  while  his  Wife  hailed  from  the 
state  of  New  Jersey.  I11  the  early  days  they  all  figured  prominently  in  their 
respective  communities.  Lookings  Clark  grew  to  maturity  in  the  old  Key¬ 
stone  state  and  received  his  education  in  the  early-day  schools.  In  1849 
he  came  to  Galena,  Illinois,  by  rail  and  the  remainder  of  the  way  to  Eldorado 
on  foot.  There  he  helped  build  the  first  dam  in  that  place.  After  a  year  or 
two  there  he  returned  to  Pennsylvania  and  there  married,  after  which  event 
he  came  back  to  Eldorado,  Iowa,  and  bought  sixty  acres  of  land  near  that 
town.  He  prospered,  being  a  hard  worker  and  a  man  who  looked  carefully 
to  small  details,  and  he  eventually  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres  of  good  land.  He  operated  the  same  until  a  few  years  before  his 
death,  when  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  West  Union,  spending  his  declin¬ 
ing  years  in  retirement;  however,  he  purchased  eighty  acres  south  of  that 
city,  which  he  looked  after.  He  was  a  successful  farmer,  and  religiously  he 
was  an  ardent  Wesleyan  Methodist.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  W.  A. 
Clark,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kinney,  were  natives  of  New  Jersey.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lookings  Clark  the  following  children  were  born :  Orpha  J.  married  I.  H. 
Hazlett;  Mrs.  James  A.  Iliff,  mention  of  whom  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
work;  Adie,  deceased;  Maggie,  deceased;  William  A.,  of  this  review. 

William  A.  Clark  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  for  a  period  of 
twenty  years  he  conducted  very  successfully  his  father’s  eighty  acres,  south 
of  West  Union.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in  West  Union,  with  the  ex¬ 
ception  of  two  years  spent  on  a  farm  near  this  city.  He  has  various  real 
estate  interests  in  West  Union  which  claim  his  attention.  While  on  his 
father’s  farm  he  conducted  a  dairy  and  a  milk  route  for  twelve  years  and  no 
small  part  of  his  nice  competency  was  gained  in  this  way.  He  finally  pur¬ 
chased  this  farm,  but  sold  it  when  he  moved  to  town.  He  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  dairy  men  in  the  county;  in  fact,  he  has 
been  successful  at  whatever  he  has  turned  his  attention. 

Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  1881  to  Carrie  Fox,  of  Elgin,  this  county,  the 
daughter  of  a  well-known  family  there.  The  father  of  Mrs.  William  A. 
Clark  was  Charles  N.  Fox,  who  came  to  Alamakee  county,  Iowa,  in  1855, 
then  removed  to  Fayette  county  in  1858.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
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of  the  following  children:  Blanche,  now  living  in  South  Dakota;  Edna, 
deceased.  The  mother  of  these  children  was  called  to  her  rest  in  1884.  In 
1886  Mr.  Clark  married  Melissa  Wolf,  a  woman  of  genial  personality,  and 
to  this  second  union  the  following  children  have  been  born.  Alfied,  Susie, 
Russell,  Lenora,  all  living  at  this  writing.  The  maternal  grandparents  of 
these  children  are  Henry  and  Amandy  (Pitcher  )  Wolf,  the  former  bom  in 
Columbus,  Oliio.  In  1866  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  pin 
chased  a  saw-mill  at  Eldorado,  which  Mr.  Wolf  operated  until  1877,  when 
he  moved  to  Kansas.  Later  he  returned  to  West  Union  and  now  lives  here 
retired,  having  been  very  successful  in  his  business  career. 

Mr.  Clark  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  upright  and  scrupulously  honest 
men  of  this  vicinity,  always  ready  to  do  what  he  can  in  promoting  the  moral, 
spiritual  and  civic  welfare  of  the  county.  He  is  an  active  Wesleyan  Metho¬ 
dist  and  a  Prohibitionist. 


C.  J.  COONEY,  M.  D. 

There  is  no  class  to  whom  greater  credit  is  due  from  the  world  at  large 
than  those  self-sacrificing,  sympathetic,  noble-minded  men  whose  life  work 
has  been  the  alleviation  of  human  suffering.  There  is  no  known  standard  by 
which  their  beneficent  influence  can  be  adequately  measured;  theii  helpful¬ 
ness  is  as  broad  as  the  universe  and  their  power  goes  hand  in  hand  with 
the  wonderful  laws  of  nature  that  emanate  from  the  very  source  of  life 
itself.  Some  one  has  aptly  said,  “He  serves  God  best  who  helps  humanity 
most.”  If  the  veracity  of  the  statement  is  not  to  be  questioned,  the  earnest 
and  conscientious  physician  surely  is  entitled  to  a  place  of  high  honor  among 
the  professions  and  vocations  which  characterize  what  some  are  pleased  to 
term  modern  civilization.  Among  the  physicians  and  surgeons  of  Fayette 
county  who  have  risen  to  eminence  in  their  noble  calling  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  whose  career  has  been  that  of  the  true  worker  in  ministering 
to  suffering  humanity  and  who  today  stands  at  the  head  of  his  profession  in 
the  city  of  his  residence. 

Dr.  C.  J.  Cooney  is  a  native  of  Iowa  and  was  born  January  16,  i§73’ 
in  Buchanan  county,  where  his  parents,  Patrick  and  Honora  (Costello) 
Cooney,  settled  as  early  as  the  year  1857.  Both  Patrick  Cooney  and  wife 
were  natives  of  county  Clare,  Ireland,  and  possessed  many  of  the  sterling 
qualities  for  which  their  nationality  has  ever  been  distinguished.  1  he  former 
came  to  America  in  1846  and  located  first  in  Vermont,  where  he  worked  for 
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some  time  on  a  farm  which  belonged  to  Dr.  Dewey,  father  of  the  distinguished 
admiral  of  that  name,  who  bore  such  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  late  Spanish- 
American  war,  and  to  whom  is  due  the  credit  of  planting  our  flag  permanently 
in  the  far  east.  Mr.  Cooney  tells  many  interesting  reminiscences  of  his 
early  experiences  in  this  country,  and  his  familiarity  with  the  various  places 
where  he  labored  from  time  to  time  has  made  him  an  authority  on  local 
geography.  During  his  younger  years  he  was  employed  in  railway  construc¬ 
tion  in  the  Green  Mountain  state,  thence  worked  westward  through  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  for  a  while  was  head  blaster  in  the  construction 
of  the  great  tunnel  through  the  mountains.  He  was  in  the  latter  state  in 
1854,  during  the  memorable  drought,  when  no  rain  fell  for  several  months, 
and  food  for  stock  became  so  scarce  and  so  high  that  it  could  not  be  obtained 
at  any  price.  Mr.  Cooney  states  that  he  had  a  team  conservatively  valued 
at  three  hundred  dollars,  but  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  any 
kind  of  feed  was  obliged  to  turn  the  animals  loose  in  the  woods  and  abandon 
them.  He  also  says  that  the  ground  cracked  so  badly  that  in  certain  locali¬ 
ties  pigs  fell  into  the  crevices  and  could  not  extricate  themselves,  the  result 
being  that  many  died  of  starvation  ere  they  could  be  rescued.  With  the 
terrible  drought  came  a  plague  of  cholera,  which  spread  over  the  country 
with  frightful  rapidity  and  awful  results,  it  being  difficult  at  times  to  find 
sufficient  men  to  bury  the  dead.  In  this  dilemma  Mr.  Cooney  tendered  his 
services,  for  which  he  received  the  sum  of  five  dollars  per  day,  or  ten  times 
what  was  then  a  laborer’s  wages. 

Leaving  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Cooney  went  to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  from 
which  place  he  went  by  boat  to  the  Mississippi  river,  up  which  stream  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Dubuque,  Iowa,  the  trip  requiring  six  weeks.  He  located  in  the 
eastern  part  of  Buchanan  county,  the  nearest  town  being  Dubuque,  to  which 
he  would  sometimes  walk  in  one  day,  starting  very  early  in  the  morning 
and  arriving  late  at  night.  He  took  an  active  interest  in  the  growth  and 
development  of  his  part  of  the  state,  became  an  influential  factor  in  local 
matters  and  in  due  time  rose  to  a  position  of  considerable  prominence  as  an 
enterprising,  public-spirited  citizen. 

Mrs.  Cooney,  who  arrived  in  this  country  in  1847,  shared  With  her  hus¬ 
band  many  of  the  vicissitudes  of  life  in  the  early  times,  and,  like  him,  pos¬ 
sesses  the  strong  vitality  which  has  enabled  her  to  meet  and  overcome  obsta¬ 
cles  before  which  the  majority  of  men  and  women  would  have  succumbed. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cooney  still  live  in  Buchanan  county,  he  having  reached  the 
age  of  eighty-four  and  she  in  her  seventy-ninth  year,  both  retaining  to  a 
marked  degree  the  possession  of  their  mental  and  bodily  powers. 
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Dr.  C.  J.  Cooney  is  one  of  eleven  children  born  to  Patrick  and  Honora 
Cooney,  all  but  one  living  and  all  except  the  Doctor  residents  of  Buchanan 
county.  The  Doctor  grew  up  on  the  farm  where  his  parents  had  lived  so 
long  amid  the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  times,  and  received  his 
preliminary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood.  He  sub¬ 
sequently  completed  a  high  school  course  at  Winthrop  and  still  later  entered 
the  University  of  Iowa,  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1895 
with  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  and  Surgery.  With  a  mind  well  dis¬ 
ciplined  by  intellectual  and  professional  training,  he  began  practicing  at 
Jessup,  but  at  the  end  of  six  months  removed  from  that  town  to  Westgate, 
where  he  remained  nine  years,  during  which  time  he  built  up  a  large  and  lu¬ 
crative  patronage,  and  forged  to  the  front  among  the  leading  physicians  of 
Fayette  county.  Desiring  a  more  favorable  field  for  the  exercise  of  his  pio- 
fessional  talents,  the  Doctor,  in  1904,  moved  to  Oelwein,  where  he  has  ac¬ 
quired  a  very  extensive  practice  in  both  city  and  country,  being,  as  already 
indicated,  one  of  the  leading  physicians  and  surgeons  not  only  of  the  county, 
but  in  northeastern  Iowa  as  well.  In  Doctor  Cooney  are  combined  two 
facts  which  more  than  anything  else  have  been  the  contributing  elements 
to  his  continued  advancement  and  success,  thorough  preparation  and  a  deep 
interest  in  the  profession,  qualities  absolutely  essential  to  the  building  up  and 
maintaining  of  an  honorable  career  as  a  true  healer.  His  knowledge  of  the 
kindred  sciences  of  medicine  and  surgery  is  broad  and  comprehensive  and 
in  his  professional  services  he  has  shown  himself  well  qualified  to  cope  with 
the  intricate  problems  which  continually  confront  the  practitioner  in  his 
efforts  to  restore  health  and  prolong  life.  Always  a  close  and  critical  student, 
he  keeps  in  touch  with  the  trend  of  modern  medical  thought  and  is  fully 
abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  relating  to  his  profession,  being  a  member 
of  the  Fayette  County  Medical  Society,  Cedar  Valley  Medical  Society,  the 
Austin  Flint  Medical  Association  and  the  Iowa  State  Association,  111  all  0 
which  bodies  he  is  well  and  favorable  known  and  before  which  from  time 
to  time  he  has  read  papers  noted  for  depth  of  thought  and  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  the  subjects  discussed.  He  has  been  city  health  officer  of  Oelwein 
for  two  terms  and  as  such  his  interest  in  behalf  of  the  people  has  been  until¬ 
ing  and  fruitful  of  great  and  lasting  results. 

Though  primarily  a  physician  and  making  every  other  consideration 
subordinate  to  his  professional  duties,  Doctor  Cooney  manifests  a  lively 
interest  in  the  general  welfare  of  his  city,  being  active  and  influential  in 
promoting  the  material  progress  and  equally  so  in  furthering  all  enterprises 
having  for  their  object  the  social,  intellectual  and  moral  good  of  the  com- 
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munity.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and,  though  well  informed  on  the 
questions  and  issues  of  the  times  and  an  earnest  worker  for  the  success  of 
his  party,  he  is  in  no  sense  a  seeker  for  office,  preferring  to  devote  himself 
to  his  chosen  calling  and  being  content  with  the  simple  title  of  citizen. 

Doctor  Cooney’s  domestic  life  dates  from  the  year  1897,  when  he  was 
joined  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Susan  G.  McSweeney,  daughter 
of  John  and  Bridget  McSweeney,  the  father  one  of  Fayette  county’s  pio¬ 
neers,  having  taken  his  homestead  directly  from  the  government,  when  he  set¬ 
tled  many  years  ago  near  the  town  of  Westgate.  This  early  home  still  re¬ 
mains  in  the  McSweeney  family  and  is  one  of  the  old  landmarks  of  the 
county.  Doctor  and  Mrs.  Cooney  have  five  children,  Rolla,  Charles,  Ed¬ 
mund,  Paul  and  Iona,  all  at  home  with  their  parents,  constituting  a  mutually 
happy  and  agreeable  household.  The  family  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Catholic  church,  in  the  faith  of  which  both  parents  rvere  reared,  and  the 
Doctor  also  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Columbus,  the  Bankers  Reserve  Asso¬ 
ciation  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 


BENEDICT  BAUMGARTNER. 

Seven  years  before  the  opening  of  the  Civil  war,  a  family  of  this  name, 
consisting  of  numerous  members,  were  residing  at  their  old  homes  in  canton 
Bern,  Switzerland.  They  had  often  discussed  the  desirability  of  emigra¬ 
tion.  as  they  were  not  prospering  in  the  mountain  commonwealth.  Times 
were  hard  in  Switzerland.  Labor  Was  over  abundant  and  poorly  remuner¬ 
ated.  Heads  of  families  had  a  trying  time  to  get  enough  together  to  sup¬ 
port  the  children  in  the  way  of  food  and  clothing.  They  were  growing  up 
in  neglect  and  something  had  to  be  done  to  better  conditions.  After  much 
discussion  around  the  fireside  and  while  working  in  the  fields,  these  Swiss 
laborers  finally  decided  to  abandon  their  native  land  and  seek  a  better  out¬ 
look  in  the  great  republic  beyond  the  sea.  They  had  heard  much  of  the  teem¬ 
ing  lands  in  the  great  Mississippi  valley,  of  the  prodigious  crops  raised,  of 
the  fertility  of  the  soil  and  ease  of  working  it,  compared  to  the  stony  acres 
of  the  Alpian  foothills.  From  the  beginning  of  their  discussions,  therefore, 
the  Baumgartners  were  inclined  to  seek  homes  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in 
the  growing  young  commonwealth  of  Iowa.  So  one  fine  day  steamer  pas¬ 
sage  was  secured  for  all  the  members  of  the  family  and  after  a  tedious  voy¬ 
age  in  the  steerage  they  found  themselves  in  America  in  1853.  Traveling 
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in  those  days  was  not  what  it  is  now.  There  were  no  Pullman  palace  cars, 
no  diners,  resplendent  with  lights  and  silver,  no  vestibuled  trains  and  no 
tickets  reading  straight  from  New  York  to  trans-Mississippi  points.  The 
little  band  of  Swiss  immigrants,  however,  managed  to  make  the  long  trip 
across  the  continent  without  accident  and  eventually  pulled  up  in  the  state 
of  Iowa,  which  at  that  time  was  comparatively  wild  and  unsettled.  The 
party  consisted  of  Benedict  and  Magdalena  Baumgartner  and  several  chil¬ 
dren.  Included  among  the  latter  was  a  son  named  Benedict,  born  in  canton 
Bern,  Switzerland,  September  17,  1843.  The  new  arrivals  located  on  the 
place  which  is  now  occupied  by  Melchior  Luchsinger,  which  they  occupied 
for  many  years. 

In  1880  Benedict  Baumgartner,  Jr.,  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Rudolph 
and  Marion  Sutter,  all  of  canton  Bern,  Switzerland.  Her  parents  came  to 
the  United  States  in  1866  and  immediately  pushed  their  way  to  the  rich  and 
rising  state  bordering  the  Mississippi  on  the  west.  Coming  to  Fayette 
county,  he  located  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  where  he  pursued  the  trade 
of  a  mason,  with  farming  on  the  side.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Baumgart¬ 
ner  left  the  home  place  and  worked  at  various  jobs  for  seven  years.  In  1887 
or  1888  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  acres,  now 
occupied  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Mary  Mathys.  He  greatly  improved  this  place 
by  erecting  suitable  buildings,  tilling  and  careful  cultivation.  He  and  bis 
wife  reared  five  children,  Louisa,  Rosa,  Mary  Magdalene,  Cecilia  and  Bene 
diet.  The  father  died  January  12,  1901,  and  in  June,  1905,  his  widow  mar¬ 
ried  Ephraim  Mathys,  and  they  operate  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Mathys  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  church  and  takes  considerable  interest  in  religious 

affairs. 


HON.  DAVID  W.  CLEMENTS. 

To  accurately  and  fully  portray  the  life  and  character  of  a  man  of  the 
prominence  and  influence  of  the  late  Hon.  D.  W.  Clements,  in  the  short  space 
allotted  to  the  writer  in  such  a  volume  as  this,  is  impossible  and  for  this  rea¬ 
son  the  task  is  not  wholly  inviting.  It  is  undertaken,  therefore,  with  a  full 
realization  of  the  fact  that  justice  to  the  subject  cannot  be  done,  yet  it  is 
hoped  that  sufficient  may  be  said  to  enable  the  reader  to  form  at  least  a  toler¬ 
ably  fair  idea  of  a  career  which  by  the  forcefulness  of  personality  and  mastery 
of  one  of  the  most  exacting  of  the  learned  professions  forms  no  inconsiderable 
part  of  the  history  of  the  bar  of  his  adopted  state,  also  of  the  county  where 
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his  greatest  service  was  performed  and  his  most  distinguished  success 
achieved. 

David  W.  Clements  was  an  American  by  adoption,  being  a  native  of 
county  Antrim,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1846. 
His  parents,  Henderson  Clements  and  Margaret  Woods,  both  of  Scotch-Irish 
antecedents,  were  born  and  reared  in  the  Emerald  Isle,  but  in  the  prime  of 
life  they  immigrated  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising  which  he  followed  with 
gratifying  success  until  his  retirement  from  active  labor  after  acquiring  a 
comfortable  competency  for  his  declining  years. 

Henderson  Clements  was  a  man  of  sound,  practical  intelligence,  who 
took  an  active  interest  in  public  improvements  and  to  him  belongs  the  credit 
of  introducing  thoroughbred  draft  horses  into  Fayette  county,  besides  using 
his  influence  to  raise  the  standard  of  agriculture  to  one  of  the  most  dignified 
and  honorable  of  vocations.  After  a  useful  life,  largely  devoted  to  the  good 
of  his  fellows,  this  estimable  gentleman  and  representative  citizen  died  at  West 
Union,  to  which  place  he  had  removed  on  leaving  the  farm,  his  wife  also 
dying  in  that  town.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  late  Civil  war,  having  served 
with  an  honorable  record  as  private  in  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  In¬ 
fantry,  which  was  subsequently  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-fourth,  remain¬ 
ing  at  the  front  until  the  close  of  the  struggle  and  taking  part  in  all  the  cam¬ 
paigns  and  battles  in  which  his  command  was  engaged.  Henderson  and 
Margaret  Clements  were  the  parents  of  six  children  who  lived  to  maturity, 
namely:  Mrs.  Phoebe  Bartlett,  deceased;  David  W.,  whose  name  introduces 
this  sketch;  James  J. ;  William  H.;  Jennette,  wife  of  Dr.  William  Jones,  of 
Volga,  Iowa,  and  Mrs.  Marguerite  Probert,  of  Nebraska;  James  and  William 
being  business  men  in  the  cities  of  Cedar  Rapids  and  Des  Moines  respectively. 

Of  the  childhood  and  youth  of  David  W.  Clements  little  need  be  said 
as  the  tide  of  his  early  years  flowed  with  comparatively  nothing  to  disturb  its 
current,  his  life,  like  that  of  the  majority  of  lads,  being  without  incident  other 
than  those  included  in  the  daily  experience  of  home  and  school.  In  the  year 
1849  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  and  at  the  proper  age  entered 
the  public  schools  of  his  neighborhood  where  he  pursued  his  studies  until  the 
completion  of  the  usual  course  of  study,  sometime  after  which  he  became  a 
student  in  the  law  department  of  the  State  University,  from  which  institution 
he  was  graduated  June  30,  1874,  with  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Laws.  Forti¬ 
fied  with  thorough  professional  training,  he  opened  an  office  in  August  of  the 
same  year  at  West  Union,  where  his  abilities  soon  won  recognition,  as  his 
rapid  rise  in  his  chosen  calling  abundantly  attests,  and  it  was  not  long  until 
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he  forged  rapidly  to  the  front  among  the  rising  young  attorneys  of  the  local 
bar  and  built  up  a  business  which  grew  steadily  in  magnitude  and  importance 
to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Mr.  Clements’  legal  career  presents  a  series  of  continued  successes  such 
as  few  attain  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  the  recognized  leader  of  the 
Fayette  county  bar,  besides  gaining  wide  distinction  among  the  representatives 
of  his  profession  throughout  the  state.  Actuated  by  a  laudable  ambition  to 
excel,  he  early  laid  broad  and  deep  a  foundation  for  future  usefulness  and 
distinction  by  thoroughly  mastering  the  basic  principles  of  the  law,  which, 
coupled  with  the  ability  and  tact  to  apply  the  same  in  the  practice,  enabled 
him  while  still  quite  young  to  enter  the  arena  with  old  and  experienced  at¬ 
torneys  and  force  them  to  recognize  and  appreciate  his  talents.  By  untiring 
industry  and  loyalty  to  his  clients’  interests,  his  business  steadily  advanced  and 
ever  since  announcing  himself  a  competitor  for  professional  favois  he  num¬ 
bered  among  his  patrons  many  of  the  wealthiest  and  most  substantial  citi¬ 
zens  of  his  own  and  neighboring  counties,  the  demand  for  his  sei  vices  in  in¬ 
tricate  and  important  legal  controversies  being  so  great  as  to  often  cause  a 
race  between  litigants  as  to  who  should  be  the  first  to  reach  his  office.  Air. 
Clements  had  a  broad  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  all  phases  of  jurispru¬ 
dence  and,  believing  in  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his  calling,  he  never  stooped 
to  anything  savoring  of  cunning  or  trickery  in  the  practice,  his  record  being 
above  suspicion  and  in  the  highest  degree  commendable.  Every  step  in  his 
career  was  the  result  of  a  well  defined  purpose.  By  his  own  corn  age  and 
energy  he  has  climbed  steadily  and  stood  firmly  upon  each  round  of  the 
ladder  until  he  could  reach  the  next  above  and  plant  himself  upon  it.  Hon¬ 
est  effort  characterized  his  every  advancement  and  all  of  his  promotions  were 
honestly  earned.  His  success  in  his  profession  was  due  to  a  careful  prepara¬ 
tion,  a  high  sense  of  justice,  candor  as  a  counsellor,  regard  for  truth  as 
well  as  law,  fairness  in  his  treatment  of  opposing  counsel  and  courteous 
demeanor  under  all  circumstances.  As  no  suspicion  of  wrong  doing  evei 
tarnished  his  professional  record,  so  no  assault  ever  compromised  his  pei- 
sonal  honor.  His  intercourse  with  all  was  marked  by  unaffected  frankness  and 
good  will,  and  he  was  ever  steadfast  in  friendship,  modest  in  self  assertion, 
firm  in  adherence  to  principle,  proving  in  all  the  relations  of  life  an  honora¬ 
ble,  upright  gentleman  with  the  Welfare  of  his  fellows  at  heart. 

In  his  political  affiliation  Mr.  Clements  was  a  Republican  and  as  such 
wielded  a  strong  influence  for  his  party  in  Fayette  county,  though  he  could 
hardly  be  termed  a  partisan  in  the  sense  the  term  is  usually  understood, 
neither  was  he  a  seeker  after  public  honors  or  the  emoluments  of  office.  Not- 
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withstanding  his  indifference  to  public  distinction,  he  was  chosen,  some  years 
ago,  county  attorney,  which  position  he  filled  with  marked  ability  and  credit  for 
three  terms.  He  was  first  of  all  a  lawyer,  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  calling 
and  making  every  other  consideration  subordinate  thereto,  hence  he  never 
disturbed  his  quiet  with  affairs  in  any  Way  inimical  to  his  life  work  nor  as¬ 
pired  to  honors  which,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  prove  more  illusory 
than  satisfactory.  One  matter,  however,  aside  from  his  profession,  engaged 
his  attention  to  a  very  marked  degree,  i.  e.,  the  deep  interest  he  manifested 
in  the  ancient  and  honorable  order  of  Masonry,  in  which  he  long  wielded  a 
wide  influence  and  in  which  he  had  also  risen  to  the  highest  positions  within 
the  gift  of  the  local  lodge  to  which  he  belonged  and  the  grand  lodge  of  the 
state.  He  held  membership  with  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons;  Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Elgin; 
Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  West  Union;  West 
Union  Chapter  No.  no,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star;  grand  chapter  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star,  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  in  all  of  Which  he  was  honored  from 
time  to  time  with  important  official  positions.  In  addition  to  serving  as 
worshipful  master  of  the  blue  lodge  with  which  he  was  identified,  he  also 
held  the  highest  offices  in  the  commandery,  chapter  and  Eastern  Star,  be¬ 
sides  being  elected  grand  commander,  Knights  Templar,  of  the  state,  in 
1894,  grand  master  of  the  Masons  of  Iowa  in  1909-10,  and  a  member  of  the 
grand  encampment,  Knights  Templar,  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Clements  was  signally 
honored  by  this  old  historic  fraternity.  In  all  of  the  high  positions  to  which 
called,  he  discharged  his  duties  with  distinguished  ability,  earned  the  con¬ 
fidence  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  craftsmen  and  his  life  affords  a  conspicuous 
example  of  the  influence  of  the  principles  upon  which  the  Brotherhood  of  the 
Mystic  Tie  is  founded. 

Mr.  Clements,  on  July  4,  1867,  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  mat¬ 
rimony  with  Mary  A.  Bartlett,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Caroline  (Reed) 
Bartlett,  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  union  being  blessed  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  children :  Willard  B.,  Vida  Ruth  and  Arthur.  W.  B.,  the  oldest  of 
the  family,  after  being  graduated  from  the  West  Union  high  school,  en¬ 
tered  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  in  which  he  completed  the  classical  course 
and  received  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  later  graduating  from 
the  law  department  of  the  State  University.  After  practicing  several  years 
with  his  father  and  serving  one  term  as  county  attorney,  he  discontinued 
the  legal  profession  to  engage  in  the  more  healthful  and  satisfactory  pursuit 
of  agriculture,  which  he  now  carries  on  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin.  Vida 
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Ruth,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  became  the  wife  of  Arthur  Lawyer,  and 
died  in  young  womanhood,  just  when  life  appeared  most  hopeful  and  prom¬ 
ising.  Arthur  H.,  the  youngest,  died  in  his  tenth  year,  thus  leaving  the  parents 
with  no  children  to  gladden  and  make  bright  the  home  circle. 

Mr.  Clements  was  a  firm  believer  in  revealed  religion  and  for  a  number 
of  years  was  an  active  and  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  being  at  the  time  of  his  death  president  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  local  church  to  which  he  belonged.  Mrs.  Clements,  who  is  also  a  Methodist, 
seconded  her  husband  in  all  of  his  endeavors,  professionally  and  socially,  and 
for  much  of  his  success  he  was  indebted  to  her  kindly  sympathy  and  active 
co-operation.  Mr.  Clements  died  at  his  home  in  West  Union  November 
16,  1910,  after  an  illness  of  but  eight  days,  death  resulting  from  a  general 
break-down  from  overwork.  He  had  been  failing  physically  for  several  years 
and  his  collapse  was  not  entirely  unexpected.  His  funeral,  held  from  the 
Methodist  church  on  November  19th,  drew  from  all  over  Iowa  the  largest 
company  of  prominent  Freemasons  ever  seen  in  West  Union.  The  service 
was  in  charge  of  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  West  Union 
Lodge  of  Masons  acting  as  escort.  The  local  chapter  of  the  Order  of  the 
Eastern  Star  also  attended  in  a  body,  and  the  services  were  conducted  by  the 
grand  commandery  of  Iowa  Knights  Templar.  The  floral  decorations  were 
rich  and  profuse.  The  funeral  sermon,  by  Rev.  L.  A.  Swisher,  was  largely 
an  eulogy  of  Mr.  Clements  and  a  lesson  drawn  from  his  life  of  Christian 
service. 

Resolutions  of  respect  were  subsequently  passed  by  the  Fayette  County 
Bar  Association  and  the  various  Masonic  bodies  to  which  Mr.  Clements  be¬ 
longed. 


JOHN  W.  REED. 

John  W.  Reed,  the  well-known  furniture  and  undertaking  man,  of 
Waucoma,  also  postmaster  of  the  town,  is  a  native  of  Steuben  county,  New 
York,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  August  12,  1848.  His  father,  Thomas 
S.  Reed,  a  native  of  county  Derry,  Ireland,  came  to  the  United  States  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  and  located  in  Steuben  county,  New  York,  where 
in  due  time  he  married  Adaline  Knapp,  of  that  state.  Some  years  later,  about 
1864,  he  moved  to  Chickasaw  county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  agriculture, 
which  he  carried  on  with  satisfactory  results  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years,  his  wife  dying  in  1898,  when  seventy-three 
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years  old.  Thomas  S.  Reed  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Chickasaw  county 
and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  development  of  the  section  of  country  in  which 
he  settled.  Intelligent  and  enterprising,  he  manifested  an  active  interest  in 
public  affairs,  held  several  local  offices  from  time  to  time  and  in  an  early 
day  was  one  of  the  influential  Democrats  of  Chickasaw  county.  Mrs.  Reed 
was  an  earnest  Christian  woman  who  manifested  her  faith  in  her  daily  work 
and  conversation,  having  been  a  Baptist  in  early  life,  but  later  united  with 
the  Methodist  church,  to  which  she  continued  faithful  until  called  from  the 
“church  militant  to  the  church  triumphant.”  The  family  of  Thomas  S.  and 
Adaline  Reed  consisted  of  three  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  first  born.  Mary  J.,  the  second  of  the  number,  a  widow,  keeps  house 
for  her  brother,  and  O'rline,  the  youngest,  married  Alexander  McRae,  of 
Estherville,  Iowa,  Where  she  and  her  husband  now  reside. 

John  W.  Reed  was  a  youth  in  his  teens  when  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa, 
and  his  experience  for  several  years  following  was  closely  interwoven  with 
the  clearing  and  improvement  of  the  home  farm  in  Chickasaw  county.  On 
the  death  of  his  father  he  became  possessor  of  the  place  and  continued  to 
live  on  the  same  and  prosper  until  1894,  the  meanwhile  increasing  his  hold¬ 
ings  by  an  additional  eighty-acre  tract  and  making  a  number  of  substantial 
improvements.  In  the  above  year  he  discontinued  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
and  took  up  his  residence  in  Waucoma  and  engaged  in  the  furniture  and 
undertaking  business,  which  he  still  carries  on,  his  establishment  being  the 
largest  of  the  kind  in  the  town  and  extensively  patronized.  On  July  1,  1897, 
he  was  appointed  by  President  McKinley  postmaster  of  Waucoma  and  has 
served  in  that  capacity  to  the  present  time,  a  period  of  thirteen  years,  dur¬ 
ing  which  a  number  of  changes  have  been  made  in  the  office,  which  is  now 
the  distributing  point  for  four  rural  free  delivery  routes.  Mr.  Reed  was 
appointed  in  1908,  when  the  office  was  made  third  class,  and  he  is  nowon 
his  fourth  consecutive  term,  proving  a  most  capable  and  judicious  official 
whose  attention  to  duty  and  courteous  treatment  of  patrons  have  won  the 
confidence  of  the  public  and  gained  for  him  an  honorable  reputation  as  a  faith¬ 
ful  and  conscientious  official. 

Like  most  enterprising  men,  he  is  identified  with  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
holding  membership  With  Standard  Lodge  at  Waucoma,  Adelphi  Chapter, 
Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  New  Hampton,  and  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  West  Union.  In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Republican  and 
stands  for  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  law,  gives  his  aid  to  all  worthy  meas¬ 
ures  for  the  good  of  the  community,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  wide-awake,  enter¬ 
prising  and  progressive  and  has  done  much  to  promote  the  material  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  town  in  which  he  resides. 
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At  the  age  of  twenty-three  years  Mr.  Reed  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Martha  McCashland,  of  Fillmore  county,  Nebraska,  who  died  at  Wau- 
coma  in  1903,  after  a  mutually  happy  and  prosperous  wedded  experience 
of  twenty-five  years’  duration.  Mrs.  Reed  was  born  of  Scotch  parentage 
and  departed  this  life  at  the  age  of  forty-eight,  honored  and  respected  by 
all  who  knew  her  and  deeply  lamented  by  the  circle  of  warm  personal  friends 
with  whom  she  was  accustomed  to  mingle.  She  bore  her  husband  three 
children,  namely :  Fred  B.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  and  restaurant 
business  at  Waucoma;  Glen  T.,  a  railway  mail  clerk  on  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  railroad,  living  at  Oelwein,  and  Mabel  M.,  a  student  in  the  senior 
class  of  the  Waucoma  high  school. 


DAVID  H.  HALL. 

A  highly  respected  and  successful  citizen  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county, 
is  David  H.  Hall,  who  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  February  25,  1844,  the  son 
of  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Tuttle)  Hall,  both  born  in  New  Jersey,  the  father 
being  an  iron  worker,  known  in  the  parlance  of  that  business  as  a  puddler. 
He  moved  to  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  in  1850,  where  he  continued  his  occu¬ 
pation  for  a  period  of  four  years.  In  1854  he  came  to  Winona,  Minnesota, 
and  bought  a  farm  in  that  vicinity  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  which 
he  worked  for  some  time,  later  went  to  Wisconsin  and  there  farmed  until 
his  death. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Hall  eight  children  were  born,  seven  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  four  girls  and  three  boys.  David  H.  Hall,  of  this  review, 
was  educated  in  the  Pittsburg  schools,  also  went  to  school  in  Wisconsin.  He 
showed  his  patriotism  by  entering  the  Union  army  in  1861,  shortly  before 
he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  enlisting  in  Company  I,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Vol¬ 
unteer  Infantry,  known  as  the  “Eagle  Regiment,”  in  which  he  served  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  experiencing  some  hard  service  in  many  campaigns  and 
battles.  After  the  war  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  took  up  farming.  In 
186s  he  came  to  Iowa  and  remained  one  year,  then  returned  to  Wisconsin; 
remaining  there  until  1870,  he  returned  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  Fayette  county,  purchasing  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  He  bought  and 
sold  several  places,  finally  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  excellent 
land  where  he  carried  on  general  farming  very  successfully.  About  1892 
he  moved  to  the  north  edge  of  the  town  of  West  Union  and  there  pur- 
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chased  twelve  acres  where  he  has  since  raised  small  fruit,  making  a  specialty 
of  strawberries. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  in  September,  1865,  to  Mary  A.  Hidinger,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Hidinger,  who  came  from  Saxminia,  Germany. 
They  came  to  America  when  young  and  located  first  in  New  York  and  in 
1850  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  lived  on  a  farm. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  H.  Hall  seven  children  were  born,  namely: 
Mary  A.,  Orrin  H.,  John  H.  and  Winnie  C.,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Ella 
M.,  Eva  C.  and  Emma  M.,  living.  Ella  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Messerli,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Hall  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church, 
and  Mr.  Hall  is  a  member  of  the  local  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Re¬ 
public.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  taken  considerable  interest  in 
local  affairs,  at  one  time  serving  as  assessor  of  Illyria  township,  and  lie  was 
secretary  of  the  school  board  there  for  a  period  of  seventeen  years,  serving 
in  each  capacity  in  an  able  and  conscientious  manner,  winning  and  retaining 
the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  knew  him,  as,  indeed,  he  has  done 
wherever  he  has  lived. 


FRED  MESSERLI. 

The  little  republic  of  Switzerland  has,  perhaps,  sent  a  larger  number 
of  its  best  and  most  representative  citizens  to  America  than  any  other  country 
in  proportion  to  its  size  and  they  have  been  of  great  benefit  to  whatever 
community  they  have  gone,  being,  as  a  rule,  hard  workers,  loyal  and  honor¬ 
able  in  their  relations  with  their  neighbors.  In  mentioning  this  class  the  name 
of  Fred  Messerli,  of  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  should  not  be  overlooked. 
He  was  born  in  Switzerland  on  June  10,  1866,  and  is  the  son  of  Christian 
and  Marie  (Krebs)  Messerli,  both  born  in  Switzerland.  The  subjects 
father  followed  farming  arid  dealt  in  wool,  as  did  also  his  father,  whose  name 
was  Christian  and  who  spent  his  life  in  the  old  country.  He  participated 
in  one  of  the  early  wars  of  that  country.  In  1867  Christian  Messerli,  Jr., 
and  family  came  to  America,  the  trip  requiring  six  or  eight  weeks.  They 
came  direct  to  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  there  bought  at 
first  forty  acres  of  land,  later  added  to  this  as  they  prospered  until  they 
finally  became  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-three 
acres.  Mr.  Messerli  greatly  improved  the  place,  erected  substantial  build¬ 
ings  and  had  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township  and  he  was  considered 
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one  of  the  best  farmers  of  the  same.  He  carried  on  general  farming  and 
stock  raising  with  great  success.  He  still  lives  on  the  old  place,  but  for  sev¬ 
eral  years  has  not  done  any  regular  work.  He  has  lived  a  quiet  life,  devot¬ 
ing  his  time  exclusively  to  his  individual  affairs,  and  he  is  deserving  of  a 
great  deal  of  credit  for  what  he  has  accomplished,  having  been  very  poor 
when  he  came  here.  He  cleared  one  hundred  and  sixty  acies. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Christian  Messerli  seven  children  were  born,  named 
as  follows:  Elizabeth,  Amanda,  Anna,  Christian,  Mary,  Fred  (subject) 
and  Clara.  The  father  of  these  children  is  a  member  of  the  German  Luth¬ 
eran  church. 

Fred  Messerli  was  educated  in  Illyria  township,  this  county,  and  he 
began  working  on  his  father’s  farm  when  a  boy.  Later  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  near  the  home  place  and  there  farmed  successfully  for  several 
years  and  then  bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  acres  and  moved  onto  it, 
carrying  on  general  farming.  In  the  fall  of  1906  he  came  to  West  Union 
and  has  lived  retired ;  however,  he  still  looks  after  his  agricultural  interests 
in  a  way.  He  has  been  very  successful  in  his  life  work,  being  a  good  mana¬ 
ger  and  a  man  who  believes  in  looking  well  to  his  individual  affaiis. 

Mr.  Messerli  was  married  in  1891  to  Ella  Hall,  daughter  of  D.  H.  Hall, 
a  prominent  citizen  of  this  county,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  the  following  children:  Walter  Day,  Erla  May,  Florence  Frieda  and 

Merrill  Hall. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Messerli  and  their  children  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  The  father  is  a  Republican,  but  he  has  never  aspired 
to  public  positions;  being  reserved,  honest  and  of  a  disposition  that  makes 
friends  readily,  he  is  popular  with  all. 


GEORGE  BURGET. 


The  venerable  and  highly  honored  citizen  of  Fayette  county  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  review,  well  deserves  a  place  among  the  prominent 
citizens  of  the  county,  not  only  because  of  his  long  association  with  its  pios- 
perity  and  advancement,  but  also  by  reason  of  his  being  descended  from  a 
race  which  has  from  the  very  beginning  been  a  powerful  factor  in  our  coun¬ 
try’s  progress  and  have  proved  themselves  to  be  true  Americans  and  pa¬ 


triots. 


George  Burget  was  born  in  Ashtabula  county,  Ohio,  on  June  24,  1832, 
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being  the  son  of  Joachim  and  Clarisa  (Patterson)  Burget,  both  parents  being 
natives  of  New  York  state.  The  birth  of  his  father  occurred  in  December, 
1799.  and  he  lived  until  the  year  1846,  when  he  passed  away.  The  mother 
survived  him  for  several  years  and  died  at  Rockford,  Illinois,  after  giving 
birth  to  six  children,  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  Both  parents  were  of 
Baptist  persuasion  and  were  devout  members  of  that  church.  The  father  was 

a  \\  lug  in  old-time  politics  and  was  actively  interested  in  the  political  af¬ 
fairs  of  his  day. 

It  is  rare,  in  this  country,  composed  so  largely  of  families  who  have  not 
kept  a  record  of  ancestors  nor  shown  the  interest  that  is  manifested  in  other 
lands  in  the  history  of  families,  that  the  progenitors  of  a  man  can  be  traced  so 
fai  back  as  can  those  of  Mr.  Burget’s,  for  his  line  runs  straight  back  beyond 
the  time  when  the  Dutch  occupied  New  York.  In  that  long  distant  past  two 
brothers,  Joaiakim  and  Conrad  Burget,  in  Holland,  decided  to  try  their  for¬ 
tunes  in  the  new  world,  and  after  sailing  the  then  long  and  wearisome  voyage, 
reached  New  Amsterdam,  where  New  York  City  now  stands.  Both  brothers 
liked  the  new  country,  prospered  and  remained.  They  were  men  of  sturdy  old 
Dutch  stock,  with  its  accompanying  sterling  qualities.  Conrad  married, 
but  had  no  children.  Joaiakim  also  married,  and  one  of  his  children,  William' 
was  the  grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Thus  early  the  family  were 
eagei  to  declare  their  patriotism  and  William  Burget  was  a  soldier  in  the  war 
of  1812.  It  is  but  natural,  then,  to  find  the  descendants  of  this  early  fighter 
engaged  in  the  struggle  between  the  North  and  the  South  during  the  Civil 
war.  Mr.  Burget  enlisted  on  August  14,  1862,  in  Company  F,  Thirty- 
eighth  Iowa  Regiment,  under  Capt.  J.  F.  Rodgers  and  Lieut.  Henry  Shoe¬ 
maker.  He  was  in  many  engagements,  seeing  active  service  constantly. 
During  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  the  position  his  regiment  held,  in  this  nine¬ 
teen  days  service,  ending  on  the  4th  of  July,  was  so  strenuous  and  exposed 
that  three  hundred  of  his  regiment  died;  and  on  the  12th  of  the  month,  when 
activities  were  renewed,  only  seventeen  were  able  to  go  to  the  front.  Mr. 
Burget  was  one  of  the  number,  and  went  into  battle,  though  greatly  ex¬ 
hausted.  He  was  in  the  storming  of  Fort  Blakely,  which  occurred  three 
hours  after  Lee's  surrender,  his  regiment  being  at  that  time  ignorant  of  that 
great  event.  On  June  30th  he  was  discharged,  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  re¬ 
turned  to  his  farm.  He  draws  a  well  deserved  pension.  His  brother  died  in 
the  service. 


Of  his  two  sons,  one  met  his  death  through  an  accident  in  a  mill  at 
Rockford,  Illinois,  when  but  seventeen  years  of  age.  His  remaining  son, 
William,  was  born  in  Iowa  and  after  attending  common  school  in  his  town- 
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ship,  took  up  farming  and  now  owns  a  fine  farm,  on  which  he  is  prospering. 

He  was  married  to  Lucinda  Voskell  in  1897. 

Mr.  Burget  has  lived  on  the  farm  which  he  now  occupies  since  before 

the  war,  a  splendid  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  acres.  On  this  he  en¬ 
joys  a  pleasant  and  very  comfortable  old  age  after  a  life  full  of  activities 

of  many  kinds. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  DICKMAN. 

The  present  review  briefly  mentions  the  life  of  a  man  who  has  been  for 
more  than  twenty  years  concerned  in  educational  work,  and  foi  eig  teen 
years  of  that  time  has  been  connected  with  Upper  Iowa  University.  o 
only  is  he  a  man  prominent  in  the  lines  of  his  profession,  but  he  is  also  active 
in  business,  and  has  shown  especial  merit  in  the  conduct  of  such  business 
affairs  of  the  university  as  have  fallen  to  his  care.  His  career  proves  that 
one  may  be  a  scholar,  and  at  the  same  time  a  man  successful  111  commeicia 

John  William  Dickman  was  born  at  Defiance,  Defiance  county,  Ohio, 
on  April  22,  1863,  the  son  of  William  and  Martha  Ann  (Schott)  Dickman. 
His  father  was  born  in  Wooster,  Ohio,  on  January  29,  1837;  his  mother 
m  Hamburg,  Germany,  on  December  20,  1841.  They  later  moved  to  Iowa 
from  Ohio.  Their  son,  John  William,  received  his  education  at  the  public 
schools  and  at  Upper  Iowa  University,  from  which  institution  he  graduate 
in  l888.  He  has  since  taken  post-graduate  work  at  Columbia  University, 

New  York  City.  , 

Immediately  upon  his  graduation  from  college  he  was  elected  a  me  - 

ber  of  the  faculty  of  his  alma  mater.  From  1895  to  1898  he  served  as  1 
superintendent  of  public  schools  of  Stunner,  Iowa.  He  now  holds  the  chan 
of  economics  and  social  science  in  Upper  Iowa  Un.vers.ty,  and  for  nine  years 
he  has  been  vice-president  of  the  institution,  which  position  he  still  holds. 
For  eight  years  he  engaged  in  business  in  the  sale  of  lumber  and  farming 
implements.  His  instruction  is  thorough  in  lus  courses,  and  evidence, 
fact  that  Professor  Dickman  has  mastered  the  subjects  which  he  tear  les  111 
such  a  way  that  he  can  readily  impart  knowledge  to  others  in  a  marine.  to 
make  a  lasting  impression.  He  is  in  truth  a  master  of  Ins  wo.k,  and 
same  time  a  student,  ever  keenly  seeking  new  truth  in  lus  chosen  . 

In  politics  Professor  Dickman  is  a  Republican,  and  has  recently 
titled  himself  with  the  progressive  wing  of  the  party.  He  has  held  the  office 
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of  county  surveyor.  In  religious  affiliations  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
church.  Professor  Dickman  was  married  on  August  22,  1889,  to  Adella  G. 
Maltbie,  the  daughter  of  Henry  M.  and  Harriet  S.  (Delano)  Maltbie,  of 
Hinckley,  Illinois.  To  this  marriage  the  following  children  have  been  born : 
Paul  William,  John  Milo  and  Lucile  Marie. 

Fraternally,  Professor  Dickman  is  a  member  of  the  Masons  and  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  American 
Political  Science  Association  and  of  the  American  Economic  Association. 

Professor  Dickman  is  a  stockholder  in  the  State  Bank  of  Fayette,  Iowa. 
For  twenty  years  he  has  been  the  treasurer  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
Upper  Iowa  University,  and  almost  wholly  through  his  personal  efforts  has 
secured  an  endowment  for  the  association  now  aggregating  thirty-five  thou¬ 
sand  dollars.  He  has  also  materially  assisted  Mrs.  Dickman,  the  president 
of  the  Ladies’  Professorship  Association  of  Upper  Iowa  University,  in 
securing  an  endowment  of  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Professor  and  Mrs. 
Dickman  take  their  full  part  in  the  social  and  other  activities  of  the  college 
and  the  town  of  Fayette. 


ERASTUS  WILLIAMS  APPELMAN. 

Whenever  the  claim  is  made  that  business  enterprises  cannot  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  undertaken  by  the  government  it  is  usually  met  by  a  reference  to 
the  postal  service,  which  employs  thousands  of  men,  is  almost  absolute  in  its 
certainty  of  service  and  is  efficient  in  every  way.  The  postal  service  is  a  very 
attractive  field  of  work,  offering  excellent  opportunities  to  the  young  man  01- 
even  to  those  who,  like  Mr.  Appelman,  are  older  and  who  have  been  quite 
successful  along  other  lines,  but  see  in  the  mail  service  a  field  of  endeavor 
which  satisfies  them. 

Gustavus  Adolphus  Appelman,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  Connecticut,  February  23.  1817.  The  sea  had  a  strong  attraction 
for  him  and  he  shipped  as  a  sailor  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  followed  the 
sea  for  twenty-three  years,  during  which  time  he  advanced  to  the  command 
of  a  whaler,  sailed  around  the  world  three  times,  and  visited  every  known 
country,  including  China,  Japan,  Australia,  the  Spice  Islands  and  Greenland. 
He  sailed  around  Cape  Horn  several  times,  was  on  whaling  voyages  in  the 
north  Pacific  ocean  and  in  Bering  sea,  and  gathered  a  large  collection  of 
interesting  and  instructive  relics  in  the  course  of  his  voyages,  including  arti¬ 
cles  from  every  region  visited.  His  love  for  the  sea  was  inherited  from  his 
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father,  John  Appelman,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  Connecticut, 
and  was  a  seafaring  man  all  his  life.  Gustavus  Adolphus  married  Prudence 
Ann  Williams,  who  was  born  in  Cider  Hill,  Connecticut,  in  1821  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Erastus  and  Nancy  (Hewett)  Williams,  and  sister  of  Judge  Elias  H. 

Williams.  Of  their  union  the  following  children  were  born .  Anna  •  ■  1 

of  ex-Governor  William  Larrabee;  John,  deceased;  Noyes,  of  Witten,  South 
Dakota;  Hannah,  deceased;  Erastus  W. ;  Lucy,  deceased,  lived  m  Elkader. 
left  three  children:  Elias  H„  of  Clermont;  Franz  S„  of  Portland  Oregon 
and  Lydia,  wife  of  H.  J.  Grotewohl,  of  Hartley,  Iowa.  In  1854  Mr.  Appel¬ 
man  abandoned  the  sea  and  came  to  Garnavillo,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  ant 
the  next  year  came  to  Fayette  county  and  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life 
on  the  farm  where  his  son  Elias  H.  now  resides,  dying  November  4,  1893. 
His  wife  had  preceded  him  on  December  5.  1880.  Mr.  Appelman  was  a 
Whig  in  early  life  and  later  a  Republican.  He  was  a  man  who  was  note 
for  the  vast  range  of  his  information  on  all  important  subjects,  and  a  man 
with  whom  it  was  a  treat  to  talk.  His  reputation  was  unexceptionable. 

Erastus  Williams  Appelman  was  born  at  Mystic  River,  Connecticu  . 
March  07  1854,  came  to  Iowa  an  infant,  and  was  educated  in  the  Fayette 
county  schools  and  Ames  Agricultural  College.  He  taught  school  for  six¬ 
teen  years,  part  of  the  time  in  normal  work,  making  a  specialty  of  mat  e 
matics.  The  Horace  E.  Horton  Bridge  and  Iron  Company  then  engaged  him 
as  field  engineer,  and  he  filled  this  position  for  eight  years,  during  which  time 
the  firm  had  under  construction  the  High  bridge  at  Dubuque  Iowa  and  the 
steel  arch  bridge  from  Hennepin  to  Central  avenue.  Minneapolis.  Minnesota, 
and  the  world-renowned  High  bridge  of  St.  Paul,  one  o  the  highest  in  the 
world  In  their  employ  he  traveled  over  the  entire  middle  West.  In  1888 
he  accepted  a  position  under  the  government  in  the  railway  mail  service 
Because  of  his  familiarity  with  the  workings  of  the  system,  he  was  appointed 
to  represent  this  service  at  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition  at  St.  Louis  • 
his  duty  being  to  explain  the  details  of  the  service  to  visitors  from  all  pait 
of  the  world,  especially  those  from  foreign  nations  Here  he  met  .ep.esen  a- 
tives  of  every  government  of  the  world.  His  performance  of  the  duties  of 
this  position  were  very  satisfactory  to  all  and  won  him  much  commendation. 
At  present  he  is  assigned  to  the  service  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St. 
Paul  Railway  from  Dubuque,  Iowa,  to  Sanborn,  Iowa. 

On  August  7,  1877,  Mr.  Appelman  was  united  in  marriage  to  He 
Almira  Van  Buren,  a  cousin  of  President  Van  Buren,  born  m  Osceo  a.  Polk 
county  Wisconsin,  August  7,  >858,  the  daughter  of  Martin  and  Margaret 
(Bell)  Van  Buren.  Eight  children,  all  living,  are  the  fruits  of  this  union. 
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Roger  Williams,  Dudley  Ralph,  Frederick  Adolphus,  Augusta  Larrabee,  Anna 
Margaret,  Helen  Joy,  Marion  Prudence  and  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Appelman  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  in  which  he  is  an  earnest  worker,  now  being  one  of  the 
trustees  having  in  charge  the  welfare  of  the  “church  of  our  Saviour.”  Mr. 
Appelman  is  well  known  about  Clermont  and  liked  wherever  known,  for  he 
has  qualities  about  him  which  win  liking  and  respect.  As  a  teacher,  as  an 
engineer  and  in  his  present  position  he  has  performed  his  duties  in  such  a 
way  as  to  reflect  credit  on  himself  and  to  please  those  who  employed  him 
He  is  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  intellectual  calibre  and  acquisitions, 
having  accumulated  a  store  of  knowledge  and  wisdom  in  his  varied  experi¬ 
ence  in  life. 


HON.  ANDREW  ADDIE. 

It  would  be  decidedly  inconsistent  in  a  history  of  Fayette  county  wherein 
are  enumerated  the  representative  citizens  who  have  won  recognition  for 
themselves  and  at  the  same  time  have  conferred  honor  upon  the  community, 
were  there  failure  to  make  mention  of  Hon.  Andrew  Addie,  who  has  long 
held  worthy  prestige  in  business  and  political  circles,  and  has  always  been 
distinctively  a  man  of  affairs,  wielding  a  wide  influence  among  those  with 
whom  his  lot  has  been  cast,  ever  having  the  affairs  of  his  county  at  heart  and 
doing  what  he  could  to  aid  in  its  development.  Thus  for  many  reasons,  not 
the  least  of  which  is  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the  loyal  supporters  of  the 
National  Union  during  the  troublous  days  of  the  early  sixties,  he  is  given 
a  conspicuous  position  in  this  work. 

Mr.  Addie  was  born  in  Fifeshire,  Scotland,  October  19,  1839,  the  scion 
of  an  excellent  and  well-established  ancestry,  and  in  July,  1844,  he  was  taken 
by  his  parents,  John  and  Margaret  Addie,  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  where 
they  procured  a  farm  on-  which  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives,  the 
father  dying  at  the  age  of  sixty-six  years  and  the  mother  when  eighty-four 
years  of  age.  They  were  highly  respected  by  their  neighbors  for  their  integ¬ 
rity  and  kindness.  Their  son,  Andrew,  grew  to  maturity  on  the  farm  and 
attended  the  common  schools,  receiving  a  very  serviceable  education,  which 
in  later  years  was  supplemented  by  miscellaneous  reading.  In  1864  he  showed 
his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  by  enlisting  in  defense  of  the  flag,  in 
Company  I,  Thirty-eighth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  at  the  organization 
of  the  regiment,  which  was  sent  to  Virginia  and  took  part  in  the  capture  of 
Fort  Mahone  on  April  2,  1864.  He  saw  some  hard  service  and  much  fighting. 
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He  was  promoted  to  first  corporal  and  he  ranked  as  third  sergeant  when  dis¬ 
charged.  He  served  faithfully  in  whatever  capacity  he  was  assigned.  In 
the  fall  of  1865,  after  receiving  an  honorable  discharge,  he  came  to  Scott 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  eighty  acres  of  wild  land  at 
five  dollars  per  acre.  He  had  saved  enough  to  pay  for  it  and  to  get  a  stait. 
He  proved  to  be  a  very  successful  agriculturist  and  soon  had  the  place  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  excellent  improvement.  Prospering  by  care¬ 
ful  management  and  hard  work,  be  added  to  bis  original  purchase  fiom  time 
to  time  until  he  owned  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  also  bought 
another  farm  of  eighty  acres,  which  he  still  owns.  Mr.  Addie  paid  as 
high  as  thirty-six  dollars  per  acre  for  some  of  his  land.  He  carried  on 
general  farming,  devoting  especial  attention  to  the  raising  of  grain  and  to 
livestock.  He  is  now  living  in  practical  retirement  in  his  comfortable  and 
substantial  home,  surrounded  by  evidences  of  thrift,  prosperity  and  good 
taste.  His  borne  is  now  at  Arlington,  seven  miles  from  his  farm. 

Mr.  Addie  has  long  taken  considerable  interest  in  local  political  affairs 
and  be  has  been  rewarded  by  being  entrusted  with  a  number  of  public  offices. 
He  served  one  term  as  county  clerk.  He  served  very  faithfully  and  creditably 
in  the  Iowa  state  Legislature,  the  twenty-third  and  twenty-fourth  General 
Assemblies,  in  1889,  1890,  1891  and  1892.  He  made  his  influence  felt  in 
that  body  and  his  counsel  was  frequently  sought  by  bis  colleagues.  He 
made  a  record  which  was  heartily  endorsed  by  all  his  constituents.  At  the 
first  session  there  was  a  deadlock  for  five  weeks  ovei  the  speakership.  He 
served  on  the  committee  on  appropriations,  mines  and  mining ;  not  being 
especially  gifted  as  a  public  speaker,  his  work  was  principally  in  the  commit¬ 
tees  ;  his  first  term  was  so  satisfactory  that  he  was  easily  re-elected.  He  has 
always  been  an  active  worker  in  the  Democratic  ranks  and  is  widely  known 
as  an  influential,  conservative  and  business-like  advocate  of  whatever  tends 
to  promote  the  interests  of  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Addie  was  married  in  1861,  while  living  in  Rock  county,  Wiscon¬ 
sin,  to  Emily  Goodman,  who  was  born  in  England  and  who  came  to  Amer¬ 
ica  when  a  child  and  located  in  Rock  county,  Wisconsin.  She  has  proven  to 
be  a  most  worthy  and  faithful  helpmeet  and  the  success  of  Mr.  Addie  is  due 
in  no  small  measure  to  her  counsel  and  encouragement.  Eleven  children 
have  graced  this  union,  three  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  namely :  Thomas 
G.  died  when  twenty-seven  years  of  age;  Eva  is  the  wife  of  George  B.  Speed, 
living  on  the  home  farm;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  John  Seedorf,  living  in  Center 
township,  this  county ;  Emily  married  Albert  Scbug,  who  also  lives  on  the 
farm  of  Andrew  Addie;  Harriet  married  E.  J.  Spensley,  a  fanner  in  Bu- 
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chanan  comity,  Iowa;  James  W.  is  also  a  farmer;  John  E.  is  a  painter  and 
lives  in  Madison,  Wisconsin;  Lillean,  who  died  on  the  17th  of  August.  1910, 
was  the  wife  of  D.  J.  Frederick,  a  railroad  man  living  at  North  Platte,  Ne¬ 
braska;  Alice  M.  is  the  wife  of  Fred  Pieplow,  a  farmer  living  in  Putnam 
township,  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Addie  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Brush 
Creek  Post,  of  which  he  was  commander  for  several  years,  and  is  now 
adjutant.  He  is  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  same.  He  has  been  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Goldenrod  Lodge,  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Arlington, 
for  a  period  of  eighteen  years. 


GEORGE  JOHN  SCHLATTER. 

This  family  originated  in  America  with  John  Schlatter,  who  came  from 
Baden,  Germany,  about  1854  and  settled  in  the  vicinity  of  Gabon,  Ohio. 
After  a  residence  there  of  one  year  he  decided  to  cross  the  Mississippi  and 
eventually  pulled  up  in  West  Union  township,  Fayette  county.  About  1856 
he  bought  eighty  acres  a  mile  and  a  half  east  of  Hawkeye,  to  which  subse¬ 
quently  he  added  forty  more.  About  1859  he  married  Barbara  Young,  a 
native  of  Wittenberg,  Germany,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  George  John 
and  Jacob.  •  The  latter  died  in  infancy  and  his  mother  about  the  same  time, 
which  was  1862.  In  1878  the  father  married  Mary  Schieffelbein,  by  whom 
he  had  a  child  named  Mary.  She  married  John  Schlagle  and  lives  in 
Hawkeye. 

George  John  Schlatter,  the  only  surviving  child  by  the  first  marriage, 
was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1861.  He  remained  on  the  home  farm 
in  Windsor  township  until  twenty-four  years  old,  assisting  in  the  farm  work 
after  he  grew  up  and  meantime  attending  the  public  and  Lutheran  schools. 

On  December  1,  1885,  Mr.  Schlatter  married  Mary,  daughter  of  John 
and  Barbara  (Smith)  Dietel,  both  from  Bavaria,  Germany.  Mrs.  Schlatter 
was  born  on  a  farm  east  of  Hawkeye,  where  her  father  has  resided  for  many 
years.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Schlatter  removed  with  his  wife  one  and  a 
half  miles  west  and  a  half  mile  south  of  Hawkeye,  where  he  has  ever  since 
made  his  home.  He  had  owned  a  farm  at  that  location  since  1883,  to  which 
he  from  time  to  time  added  until  the  tract  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres.  In  addition  to  this  he  invested  in  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  two 
miles  west  and  another  tract  of  the  same  extent  across  the  road  from  the 
other.  His  original  eighty  acres  has  grown  into  five  hundred  and  twenty. 
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Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schlatter  have  nine  children:  Leonard  F.,  Henry  J..  Arnold 
G.,  Carl  A.,  Minnie  B.,  Lottie  M.  E.,  Gerhardt  W.,  Malinda  B.  and  George 
F.  A.  Leonard  married  Lizzie  Ungerer  and  resides  two  miles  west  of  his 
father  on  one  of  the  latter’s  one  hundred  twenty-acre  farms.  The  other 
children  all  remain  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  Schlatter  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming  and  has  made  a 
success  of  it.  He  possesses  the  essential  qualities  foi  the  business  eneigy, 
good  judgment,  industry  and  the  art  of  economy.  He  is  a  modest,  unassum¬ 
ing  man  and  is  highly  esteemed  as  one  of  Fayette  county's  good  citizens. 

Besides  general  farming,  to  which  he  has  devoted  most  of  his  time,  he 
does  some  stock  raising,  handling  cattle,  hogs  and  other  livestock  suitable 
to  farms  in  his  section  of  Iowa.  He  has  a  well-improved  farm,  up-to-date 
appliances  and  farm  machinery,  keeps  every  thing  around  him  in  good  order 
and  lives  substantially  though  not  extravagantly.  His  only  side  line  is  owner¬ 
ship  of  some  stock  in  a  co-operative  creamery  at  Hawkeye.  For  three  years 
he  served  as  trustee  of  Bethel  township  and  in  many  ways  has  made  himself 
useful  in  official  capacities.  He  has  always  been  active  in  church  work  and 
a  reliable  supporter  of  every  worthy  cause.  At  present  he  is  trustee  of  the 
Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  has  long  been  a  member,  and  has  served  the 
same  organization  as  treasurer.  His  political  affiliations  are  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  but  he  is  not  hidebound  or  narrow,  being  able  to  see  merit  in 
men  of  all  parties. 


GUSTAV  A.  OELWEIN. 

Gustav  A.  Oelwein,  after  whose  family  the  city  of  Oelwein  was  named, 
is  a  native  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  and  the  only  surviving  child  of  Fred¬ 
erick  and  Cecelia  (Schmidt)  Oelwein,  who  were  natives  of  Saxony,  Ger¬ 
many,  and  emigrated  to  America  in  1837,  settling  in  Baltimore. 

Mr.  Oelwein,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  on  the  10th  of  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1838,  and  in  1848  removed  with  his  parents  to  Dubuque  county,  Iowa, 
and  later,  in  1855,  the  family  moved  to  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county. 
He  attended  the  school  of  Baltimore  and  Dubuque,  and  after  moving  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  he  gave  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  business  he 
followed  for  many  years.  In  1857  the  land  on  which  the  city  of  Oelwein 
now  stands  was  purchased,  and  in  1868  he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  about 
two  miles  south  of  the  present  city  and  erected  a  flour  and  feed  mill,  which 
he  operated  for  some  time.  He  has  recently  sold  this  land  to  the  city  for  a 
park  site. 
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In  1872  the  Burlington,  Cedar  Rapids  &  Northern  railroad  survey  came 
through,  and  the  town  was  started  in  1873.  Mr.  Oelwein  donating  the  site, 
the  town  was  given  his  name. 

On  the  23d  day  of  February,  1861,  Mr.  Oelwein  led  to  the  marriage  al¬ 
tar  Emma  Schmidt,  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Maria  Schmidt,  who  was 
born  in  Saxony,  Germany,  on  March  24,  1836.  She  attended  the  schools 
in  her  native  country  and  in  1855  came  with  her  parents  to  America,  where 
they  located  on  a  farm  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county. 

By  their  union  eight  children  have  been  born,  as  follows:  Mary  E., 
Carl  F.  W.,  Emma  A.,  Oscar  R.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Anna  L.,  Lena 
C.,  Gustav  A.,  Jr.,  and  Theresa  C.  All  the  children  received  good  educa¬ 
tional  advantages. 

The  city  bearing  the  family  name  of  the  subject  is  a  thrifty,  prosper¬ 
ous,  wide-awake  business  place,  containing  more  than  six  thousand  inhabit¬ 
ants.  It  has  two  railroads,  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  and  the  Chi¬ 
cago  Great  Western,  whose  lines  branch  from  this  point  to  Chicago,  St.  Paul 
and  Minneapolis,  Kansas  City  and  Omaha,  making  this  an  important  railroad 
center.  The  city  has  made  rapid  strides  in  the  past  few  years,  and  is  des¬ 
tined  soon  to  become  one  of  the  important  cities  of  Iowa.  These  facts  are 
given  in  view  of  the  name  of  the  city  being  associated  with  that  of  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Oelwein  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
church. 


HENRY  GEORGE. 

It  is  by  no  means  an  easy  task  to  describe  within  the  limits  of  this 
review  a  man  who  has  led  an  active  and  eminently  useful  life  and  by  his  own 
exertions  reached  a  position  of  honor  and  trust  in  the  line  of  industries  with 
which  his  interests  are  allied,  but  as  the  public  claims  a  certain  property  in¬ 
terest  in  the  career  of  every  individual,  especially  one  Avho  is  recognized  in 
the  front  rank  of  citizenship,  as  is  Henry  George,  one  of  the  best  known  agri¬ 
culturists  and  stock  men  of  Fayette  county,  the  biographer  finds  justification 
in  tracing  and  recording  his  life  history.  He  was  born  in  Dover  township, 
this  county,  in  August,  1861,  the  son  of  Michael  and  Katherine  (Bomus) 
Ungerer,  both  natives  of  Germany,  wrho  come  to  America  when  young  and 
settled  at  an  early  date  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Henry  George  was  adopted 
in  1862  by  James  and  Rachel  George.  His  father,  Michael  Lingerer,  was  a 
soldier  in  the  Federal  army,  enlisting  in  Company  C,  Sixth  Iowa  Cavalry. 
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He  safely  passed  through  the  conflict  and  is  now  living  at  Independence, 
Iowa.  After  the  war  he  was  a  restaurant  keeper  in  Buchanan  county,  Iowa. 
He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  J.  F.  and  Henry. 

lames  George  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire,  England.  Upon  arriving 
in  America  he  went  first  to  Wisconsin,  later  drove  an  ox  team  to  Iowa,  when 
this  state  was  wild  and  sparsely  settled,  the  Indians  having  left  only  a  year 
previously.  He  at  once  located  upon  the  place  where  Henry  George,  of  this 
review,  now  resides,  and  he  continued  to  reside  here,  developing  an  excellent 
farm,  until  a  few  years  ago,  when  he  moved  to  West  Union.  He  erected 
splendid  buildings  on  the  place,  including  the  present  house  and  barn.  Upon 
his  arrival  here  he  erected  log  buildings,  but  these  in  time  gave  way  to  com¬ 
fortable  frame  ones,  he  having  built  the  first  frame  house  in  the  township. 
It  still  stands  and  is  in  good  condition,  and  in  the  early  days  the  Methodists 
held  many  meetings  here.  Mr.  George  assisted  in  organizing  the  Methodist 
church  at  Eldorado.  He  became  quite  well-to-do  and  was  an  extensive  land 
owner,  later  in  life  selling  off  different  tracts.  He  made  a  success  of  general 
farming  and  stock  raising,  doing  his  marketing  in  the  early  days  at  McGregor, 
Iowa.  He  was  a  hard  worker  and  cleared  the  farm  on  which  Henry  George 
now  lives.  He  was  always  active  in  township  affairs  and  was  influential 
here.  He  and  his  wife  reared  a  large  family,  all  daughters  but  one,  and  this 
son  was  killed  during  the  Civil  war. 

Henry  George  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  and  at  West  Union, 
also  attended  Ainsworth’s  Academy.  He  received  a  very  good  education, 
and  when  a  mere  lad  began  farming  and  he  has  continued  the  same  line  of 
endeavor  on  the  old  George  homestead,  taking  charge  of  the  place  in  1888. 
A  little  later  he  gave  the  place  the  Indian  name  of  “Shetucket,”  meaning 
“land  between  the  rivers.”  Although  he  raises  a  variety  of  stock,  he  favors 
Shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He  raises  some  of  the  best  corn 
in  the  country  and  for  many  years  he  has  been  exhibiting  his  fine  specimens 
of  corn  at  the  annual  corn  show  at  Omaha,  Nebraska.  He  has  won  fiist 
prize  at  the  State  College  during  the  past  five  years  and  he  has  taken  prizes 
at  Chicago,  St.  Louis  and  Omaha  international  exhibits.  He  exhibited  at 
Des  Moines  and  Ames,  winning  on  wheat  in  1909.  He  showed  the  best 
sample  that  had  ever  been  shown  in  Iowa.  Also  took  fiist  place  in  the  state 
on  oats.  He  operates  two  hundred  and  ten  acres  in  a  manner  that  stamps 
him  fully  abreast  of  the  times  in  modern  scientific  farming. 

Mr.  George  was  married  in  September,  1888,  to  Laura  Phelps,  a  natixe 
of  Connecticut  and  the  daughter  of  an  excellent  old  New  England  family. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children :  Mildred  A., 
Marion  L.  and  Russell. 
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Fraternally,  Mr.  George  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons  and  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Politically,  he  is  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  He  and  his  family 
are  held  in  high  esteem  throughout  the  county,  and  their  pleasant  and  attract- 
n  e  home  is  known  to  be  a  place  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer  where  the  many 
friends  of  the  family  frequently  gather. 


JOHN  WILLIAM  HORAN. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  paragraph  is  widely  known  as 
one  of  the  honored  citizens  of  Clermont  township.  He  has  lived  here  all 
his  life  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  prominently  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  community.  His  well-directed  efforts  in  the 
practical  affairs  of  life,  his  capable  management  of  his  business  interests 
and  his  sound  judgment  have  brought  to  him  prosperity  and  his  life  dem¬ 
onstrates  what  may  be  accomplished  by  any  man  of  energy  and  ambition 
v  ho  is  not  afiaid  to  work  and  has  the  perseverance  to  continue  his  labors 
in  the  face  of  any  discouragements  which  may  seem  to  arise.  In  all  the 
relations  of  life  he  has  commanded  the  respect  and  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  he  has  been  brought  into  contact  and  a  biographical  history  of  Fayette 
county  would  not  be  complete  without  a  record  of  his  career. 

John  W.  Horan  was  born  on  the  farm  in  Clermont  township  where  he 
now  lives,  his  natal  day  having  been  November  17,  1867.  He  is  the  son 
of  Marcus  and  Eliza  (Peraman)  Horan,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Ireland.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  establishing  their  first  home 
at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  they  remained  seven  years.  They  then  came  to 
Clermont  township,  Fayette  county,  and  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  farm  comprised  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
and  to  its  cultivation  the  father  devoted  the  remainder  of  his  years,  his 
death  occurring  there  in  1900.  His  widow  survived  him  four  years,  dying 
in  1904.  They  had  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  living.  Politically,  Mar¬ 
cus  Horan  was  a  Democrat,  while  his  religious  membership  was  with  the 
Catholic  church,  to  which  he  rendered  a  stanch  allegiance. 

John  W.  Horan  was  reared  on  the  paternal  farmstead,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  took  a  hand 
in  the  work  of  the  home  farm.  After  his  father’s  death  he  assumed  the 
active  management  of  the  place,  the  acreage  of  which  he  has  increased  to 
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two  hundred  and  forty  acres.  The  farm  is  highly  improved,  including  an 
attractive  and  comfortable  residence,  large  and  commodious  barn  and  other 
necessary  outbuildings,  the  entire  place  bearing  an  air  of  prosperity  and 
enterprise.  All  the  crops  common  to  this  section  of  the  country  are  raised 
and  considerable  attention  is  also  given  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  live¬ 
stock,  with  satisfactory  success. 

On  January  2,  1900,  Mr.  Horan  was  happily  wedded  to  Mellie  Shea, 
whose  death  occurred  on  October  28th  of  the  same  year.  For  his  second 
wife,  whom  he  married  in  1902,  Mr.  Horan  chose  Kate  Shea,  a  sistei  of  his 
first  wife  and  the  daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  Shea.  The  father  was  a 
native  of  Iowa  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Ohio.  John  Shea  was  an  eaily  and 
well-known  settler  of  Fayette  county,  and  in  this  county  he  and  his  wife  both 
died.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horan  have  been  born  four  children,  namely: 
Marcus  Richard,  Francis  William,  Irene  Elizabeth  and  Mary  Arlene. 

In  matters  political  Mr.  Horan  stands  aligned  with  the  Democratic 
party,  in  the  success  of  which  he  takes  a  deep  interest.  Fie  and  the  members 
of  his  family  belong  to  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  they  render  an  earnest 
and  generous  support.  Mr.  Horan  is  widely  known  as  a  man  of  ability,  in¬ 
tegrity  and  generosity  and  because  of  his  upright  life  he  enjoys  the  respect 
of5 all  who  know  him.  He  takes  a  broad-gauged  view  of  life  and  his  influence 
is  always  thrown  on  the  side  of  every  movement  which  promises  to  benefit 

the  community. 


DANIEL  McFARLAN. 

Among  the  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  Fayette  county 
who  have  finished  their  labors  and  gone  to  their  reward,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  deserving  of  special  notice.  Daniel  McFarlan  was  a  native  of  Perth¬ 
shire  Scotland,  born  and  reared  in  the  city  of  Stirling,  at  which  place  his  wife, 
Anna,  also  spent  her  childhood  and  youth,  the  two  having  been  children  to¬ 
gether  and  pupils  of  the  same  school.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  McFarlan  set 
up  his  domestic  establishment  in  the  country  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a 
tiller  of  the  soil,  which  useful  vocation  he  pursued  in  his  native  land  until 
1844  when  he  bade  farewell  to  the  scenes  of  his  childhood  and,  with  his  wife, 
boarded  a  vessel  and  set  sail  for  America.  After  being  several  weeks  on  the 
ocean  and  experiencing  not  a  few  inconveniences  and  discomforts,  the  vesse 
finally  arrived  at  the  city  of  Quebec,  its  destination,  from  which  place  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  McFarlan  proceeded  about  fifty  miles  north  of  Montreal  where  he  pro- 
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cured  land  and  engaged  in  farming.  After  residing  in  that  part  of  Canada 
until  1857,  he  disposed  of  his  holdings  and  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
settling  in  Scott  township  where  he  entered  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  cleared  and  improved  and  in  due  time  converted  into  a  good 
farm  and  one  of  the  most  desirable  homes  in  the  locality. 

Mr.  McFarlan  possessed  the  practical  intelligence  and  keen  insight  char¬ 
acteristic  of  his  nationality,  and  was  much  esteemed  for  his  integrity,  high 
sense  of  honor  and  a  desire  to  apply  the  principle  of  the  Golden  Rule  in  all 
his  relations  with  his  fellowmen.  He  was  an  uncompromising  Republican  in 
politics,  a  stanch  Presbyterian  in  religion  and  in  his  daily  life  exemplified  the 
beauty  and  worth  of  a  live  Christian  faith.  Both  he  and  his  good  wife  died 
at  their  home  in  Scott  township  and  their  taking  off  was  felt  as  a  personal  loss 
by  the  neighbors  and  friends  among  whom  so  many  of  their  years  were  spent. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  McFarlan  were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  namely :  Dan¬ 
iel,  a  retired  lake  captain  who  lives  in  the  city  of  Detroit;  Alexander  (de¬ 
ceased),  formerly  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Scott  township;  Archie,  also  de¬ 
ceased,  was  for  many  years  mate  on  vessels  plying  the  Great  Lakes;  Mary, 
who  is  noticed  at  some  length  in  the  closing  paragraph  of  this  sketch ;  Eliza¬ 
beth,  who  first  married  Det  Fleming,  after  whose  death  she  became  the  wife 
of  Jacob  Crawford,  she  dying  some  years  ago.  Parley,  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth,  married  Mary  Deming  and  lived  in  Buffalo,  New  York,  where  his  death 
also  occurred.  He  too  was  captain  of  a  vessel  and  spent  many  years  in  the 
lake  service.  Peter,  the  next  in  succession,  was  also  in  the  above  service  and 
after  serving  as  mate  of  a  lake  vessel  for  a  number  of  years,  resigned  the 
position  and  is  now  connected  with  the  Pavlin  works,  Buffalo,  New  Fork. 
John,  the  next,  is  a  farmer,  living  on  a  farm  near  Strawberry  Point.  George 
and  James,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  are  twins,  the  former,  like  his  older 
brothers,  being  in  the  lake  service  as  mate  and  living  in  the  above  city.  James, 
formerly  a  sailor,  is  now  a  painter  and  varnisher  for  the  Pullman  Car  Com¬ 
pany  in  Chicago. 

Mary  McFarlan,  the  fourth  of  the  subject’s  children,  was  born  in  the 
month  of  September,  1839,  near  Thorn  Hill,  Scotland,  and  in  growing 
womanhood  married  Johnes  Derflinger,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Derflinger  came 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1856  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  he  carried 
on  for  some  years  in  the  townships  of  Arlington  and  Putnam.  He  departed 
this  life  in  1877,  leaving  a  widow  and  the  following  children  to  mourn  his 
loss :  Mary,  who  married  Charlie  Parker  and  is  the  mother  of  two  sons,  Clar¬ 
ence  and  Glenn;  Agnes;  Kate;  Mattie,  wife  of  Charles  Carnal,  of  Fairfield 
township,  and  mother  of  one  child  who  answers  to  the  name  of  James;  Archie, 
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a  farmer  of  Scott  township,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Anna  Seedorf.  Of  the 
above  children,  Agnes  and  Kate  are  deceased. 

In  1883  Mrs.  Derflinger  was  united  in  marriage  with  Gust  Sillig,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  America  with  his  parents  when  young  and 
spent  his  early  life  in  Iowa,  South  Dakota,  and  at  different  places  in  other 
states,  finally  locating  in  Scott  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  lives  now. 
He  is  a  successful  farmer  and  excellent  citizen  and  among  the  residents  of  the 
community  is  held  in  high  esteem.  Mrs.  Sillig  owns  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres  which  is  well  improved  and  which  her  son  cultivates,  the  land 
being  productive  and  quite  valuable  and  one  of  the  most  desirable  places  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Sillig  is  a  Lutheran  in  his  religious  affiliation,  his  wife 
being  a  worthy  member  of  the  Christian  church  and  a  lady  of  beautiful  char¬ 
acter  whose  popularity  is  limited  only  by  the  extent  of  her  acquaintance. 


clell  j.  McLaughlin. 

One  of  Fayette  county's  splendid  young  business  men,  who  is  the  pro¬ 
prietor  of  as  fine  and  up-to-date  drug  store  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  West,  and 
who  deserves  special  mention  in  a  history  of  Fayette  county  as  a  man  of  enter¬ 
prise,  push  and  originality,  is  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Clell  J.  McLaughlin  was  born  in  Monticello,  Iowa,  on  January  29,  1879, 
the  son  of  Michael  and  Joanna  McLaughlin.  His  father  was  born  in  New 
York,  his  mother  in  Vermont.  His  father  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
the  state  of  Iowa,  coming  to  Monticello  in  1837,  to  which  place  his  wife  came 
about  1850.  They  were  married  in  1868.  Michael  McLaughlin  has  passed 
his  life  in  the  honorable  occupation  of  farming,  and  is  still  living,  a  substantial 
citizen  of  Jones  county,  and  he  is  now  the  oldest  living  inhabitant  of  the 
county.  His  wife  is  also  living. 

Clell  J.  McLaughlin  attended  the  public  schools  of  Monticello,  and 
Northwestern  University  at  Evanston,  Illinois,  graduating  from  the  latter 
institution.  For  three  years  after  graduation  he  was  employed  as  a  travel¬ 
ing  salesman  for  a  Chicago  wholesale  drug  firm.  He  then  embarked  in  the 
drug  business  for  himself  at  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years.  Coming  to  West  Union  at  the  expiration  of  this  time,  he  purchased 
the  drug  store  then  operated  by  E.  M.  Philips  &  Company,  and  is  still  continu¬ 
ing  the  business.  He  carries  a  full  line  of  drugs  and  all  articles  found  in  a 
first-class  drug  store,  and  keeps  his  store  in  a  neat,  attractive,  and  well-ap- 
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pointed  condition  so  that  it  is  a  tempting  place  to  passers-by.  Mr.  McLaugh¬ 
lin  is  a  skilled  pharmacist,  and  a  courteous,  accommodating  gentleman,  while 
he  is  not  afraid  to  assert  his  original  ideas,  and  he  has  accomplished  the  some¬ 
what  difficult  task  of  putting  individuality  into  a  drug  store,  of  making  his 
store,  while  thoroughly  modern  and  up  to  date  to  the  minute,  so  different 
from  the  ordinary  drug  store  as  at  once  to  impress  whoever  enters. 

Mr.  McLaughlin  was  married  on  April  12,  1899,  to  Lettie  A.  Bright,  the 
daughter  of  Henry  Bright,  of  Union,  Illinois.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
two  sons,  Stuart,  on  March  21,  1907,  and  Donald,  on  May  10,  1910,  bright 
and  interesting  children. 

In  politics  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  a  Republican.  Fraternally,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  order  at  West  Union.  He  is  one  of  the  able  young  business 
men  of  his  town  and  county,  whose  enterprise  is  bringing  to  him  its  reward, 
both  financially  and  in  the  standing  which  he  holds  in  the  community.  Every 
inch  a  gentleman,  he  is  one  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  meet,  and  whose  genial 
disposition,  accommodating  nature  and  true  worth  have  made  many  friends 
for  him,  while  the  public  have  absolute  confidence  in  him  as  a  business  man 
and  in  the  line  of  goods  which  he  sells.  As  “The  Druggist”  of  West  Union, 
he  has  gained  a  wide  and  enviable  reputation. 


LOUIS  LEHMAN. 

Among  the  native  sons  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county, 
who  have  benefited  alike  himself  and  his  neighbors  through  his  persistent  ap¬ 
plication  to  worthy  lines  of  endeavor  is  Louis  Lehman,  who  was  born  in  1864 
on  the  farm  he  now  occupies  and  owns.  He  has  an  excellent  and  honored 
ancestry,  being  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Lehman)  Lehman,  both 
born  in  Switzerland  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated  and  came 
to  America  in  1852.  They  penetrated  to  the  interior  and  located  southeast  of 
Elgin,  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  seventy-three  acres  on  which  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  lives, 
making  most  of  the  improvements  on  the  same,  erecting  the  buildings  and 
there  reared  their  family,  Mr.  Lehman  engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock 
raising  and  was  very  successful.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Benjamin  Lehman  nine 
children  were  born. 

Louis  Lehman,  of  this  review  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  community,  working  on  the  home  farm  during  the  summer  months, 
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remaining  under  his  parental  roof  until  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  After 
reaching  his  majority  he  began  farming  for  himself  near  Clermont,  this  coun¬ 
ty,  which  he  continued  for  several  years  and  got  a  good  start.  Believing  that 
larger  opportunities  existed  in  the  newer  state  of  South  Dakota,  he  moved 
there  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  engaged  in  farming  for 
two  years;  then  he  returned  to  Lyon  county,  Iowa,  in  1894,  where  he  rented 
land.  In  1903  he  returned  to  Fayette  county  and  bought  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres,  which  he  has  so  skillfully 
tilled  and  carefully  managed  that  it  has  retained  its  original  fertility  and  has 
yielded  abundant  harvests  from  year  to  year.  Besides  general  farming,  Mr. 
Lehman  is  a  successful  breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  which  he  has  been  dealing 
in  for  several  years. 

Mr.  Lehman  was  married  in  1886  to  Louise  Muehlethaler,  the  daughter 
of  an  excellent  old  family,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children ;  Cornelia,  Max,  Clara,  Eva,  Louis. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Lehman  is  a  member  of  the  Yeoman  lodge,  and,  polit¬ 
ically,  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is  too  deeply  engrossed  in  his  business  affairs 
to  devote  much  time  to  political  matters,  though  he  is  always  ready  to  support 
any  measure  that  has  for  its  object  the  upbuilding  of  his  community. 


HON.  JOSEPH  P.  WEBSTER. 

The  venerable  mayor  of  Waucoma  is  one  of  the  connecting  landmarks 
between  early  pioneer  days  and  the  present.  Everybody  in  Fayette  county 
knows  something  of  the  life  career  of  this  honored  citizen. 

Joseph  P.  Webster  was  born  in  Madison  county,  New  York,  in  1824, 
and  from  early  childhood  he  was  self-dependent.  His  father  died  in  1831,' 
and  thus  the  son  was  early  bereft  of  a  father’s  care  and  counsel.  As  a  child 
he  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  day  and  acquired  the  rudiments  of  a 
common  school  education.  But  by  far  the  greater  part  of  his  knowledge  has 
been  earned  in  the  universal  “college”  of  experience,  which,  with  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster,  has  been  varied  and  interesting.  In  1841  he  left  his  native  state  and 
penetrated  the  western  wilds,  finally  settling  in  Cook  county,  Illinois.  At 
that  time  the  new  great  city  of  Chicago  was  practically  unheard  of  and  the 
general  development  of  the  west  had  not  commenced.  The  Indians  had  un¬ 
disturbed  possession  of  “peerless  Iowa,”  and,  barring  the  few  adventurous 
settlers  along  the  Mississippi,  the  white  man  had  scarcely  invaded  the  ter¬ 
ritory. 
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Mr.  Webster  remained  in  Cook  county,  Illinois,  until  1853,  with  the 
exception  of  a  couple  of  years  spent  in  the  mining  regions  of.  California, 
where  he  went,  via  the  overland  route,  in  1849.  His  experiences  on  this  haz¬ 
ardous  trip,  going  and  returning,  to  say  nothing  of  dangers  and  exposures  in 
the  mining  camps  of  that  resort  for  the  lawless  element  of  all  countries, 
were  something  appalling.  People  of  the  present  generation  can  have  no  in¬ 
telligent  appreciation  of  the  trials  and  dangers  endured  by  the  pioneers 
of  ’49. 

Mr.  Webster  was  married  on  the  28th  of  January,  1849,  and  his  leav¬ 
ing  of  his  young  bride  behind  in  the  Illinois  wilderness  was  another  source  of 
constant  worry  to  the  parties  interested  in  this  domestic  “tragedy.”  The 
lady  whom  he  chose  as  his  life  companion  was  Phoebe  Ann  Staples,  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Vermont,  who  shared  with  him  the  trials  and  privations  of  early 
pioneer  life  and  their  later  successes,  in  the  true  spirit  of  a  devoted  wife  and 
mother.  Their  fiftieth  wedding  anniversary  was  celebrated  in  the  opera 
house  at  Waucoma,  in  order  to  accommodate  their  friends,  and  on  January 
28,  1909,  their  sixtieth  wedding  anniversary  was  celebrated. 

The  subject  was  fairly  successful  in  his  mining  efforts,  and  in-  1853  he 
brought  his  family  to  Eden  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  was  the 
first  settler  on  lands  which  he  entered  from  the  government  at  the  present 
site  of  the  prosperous  town  of  Waucoma.  In  deference  to  his  conspicuous 
part  in  the  founding  of  the  town,  he  has  been  signally  honored  by  the  mu¬ 
nicipality,  having  served  twenty-seven  years,  almost  continuously,  as  mayor 
of  the  corporation,  a  position  which  he  now  holds. 

Mr.  Webster  has  been  active  in  the  development  of  the  town  and  county 
from  every  point  of  view,  and  has  always  been  a  prominent  and  influential 
citizen.  Few  men  have  accomplished  more,  or  lived  longer  within  the 
boundaries  of  Fayette  county  than  J.  P.  Webster.  He  has  been  a  recognized 
leader  in  the  councils  of  Democracy  for  more  than  half  a  century,  and  has 
held  numerous  positions  of  official  trust.  He  has  been  active  in  the  pro¬ 
motion  of  the  first  railroads  in  the  county  and  in  the  upbuilding  of  other 
public  institutions.  He  was  one  of  the  first  directors  of  the  Davenport  & 
St.  Paul  railway,  which  was  afterwards  purchased  by  the  Chicago,  Milwau¬ 
kee  &  St.  Paul  Railway  Company.  He  donated  the  right-of-way  and  station 
grounds,  besides  giving  practically  two  years  of  his  time  to  the  securing  of 
the  road.  He  has  always  been  a  firm  supporter  of  the  public  schools,  a  friend 
of  struggling  humanity  in  every  laudable  effort,  a  generous  contributor  to 
the  churches,  and  knows  no  denominational  boundaries  in  his  zeal  to  promote 
a  good  cause.  For  a  few  years,  beginning  in  i860,  Mr.  Webster  was  in  the 
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hotel  business  at  West  Union,  but  nearly  all  of  his  productive  years  were 
spent  in  farming  and  stock  raising  on  his  fine  farm  at  Waucoma. 

For  a  man  of  eighty-six  years  it  is  hardly  probable  that  there  is  another 
as  well  preserved  in  Fayette  county  as  “Uncle  Joe”  Webster.  His  tall  figure 
is  as  erect  as  at  the  age  of  sixty,  and  he  is  in  the  full  possession  of  all  (his 
faculties,  with  the  exception  of  defective  hearing.  He  enjoys  the  things 
which  amused  and  entertained  him  when  a  young  man,  takes  an  active  intei- 
est  in  the  lodges  of  which  he  has  been  a  lifelong  member,  and  seldom  indeed, 
does  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights  Templar,  appear  in  uniform  that  Mr. 
Webster  does  not  appear  among  the  marchers.  He  is  a  son  of  Chauncey 
and  Malinda  (Hills)  Webster,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Nutmeg 
state.  His  father  died  in  New  York  state,  but  the  mothei  survived  until 

18^3  and  died  in  Clockville,  New  \ork. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  P.  Webster  are  the  parents  of  two  sons,  Ace  and 
Charles.  They  are  prominent  business  men  in  Waucoma,  where  their  lives 
have  been  spent,  except  for  temporary  absences  on  business. 


ELMER  ELI  FITCH. 

Elmer  Eli  Fitch,  formerly  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  but  for  a  number  of 
years  a  prominent  citizen  of  Illinois,  and  at  this  time  an  honoied  official  of 
Henry  county,  that  state,  is  a  native  of  1  rumbull  county,  Ohio,  and  a  son  of 
George  and  Deborah  Fitch,  who  are  noticed  at  some  length  further  on  in -the 
sketch.  Born  August  13,  1846,  his  early  childhood  was  spent  near  the  place 
of  his  birth,  and  later  he  lived  for  a  short  time  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  Subsequently  (1854),  in  company  with  his  uncle,  Samuel  Boleyn. 
and  family,  the  widowed  mother  and  two  sons,  Martin  B.  and  Elmer  E.,  went 
to  Indiana,  and  lived  two  years  near  the  city  of  LaPorte,  at  the  expiration  o'f 
which  time  the  family  removed  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Illyiia 
township,  where  the  subject  spent  the  six  years  ensuing,  working  on  a  farm 
at  intervals  in  the  summer  time,  and  during  the  winter  months  attending 
school  in  a  little  log  building  known  as  district  No.  5.  In  July,  1861,  he  com¬ 
menced  carrying  the  mail  from  Independence  to  McGregor,  riding  a  mule, 
and  supplying  the  following  intermediate  postoffices :  Buffalo  Grove,  Hazel- 
ton,  Otsego,  Fayette.  Lima,  Illyria,  Elgin,  Gem  and  Farmersburg. 

Mr.  Fitch  acted  in  the  capacity  of  route  agent  until  the  summer  of  1862, 
when  with  the  spirit  that  actuated  the  movements  of  young  men  throughout 
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the  entire  North,  he  resigned  the  position  to  tender  his  services  to  his  country 
m  another  and  far  different  capacity.  On  the  evening  succeeding  his  six¬ 
teenth  birthday,  at  a  war  meeting  held  in  the  school  house  above  designated, 
he  enrolled  his  name  as  a  soldier,  was  sworn  in  at  West  Union  the  following 
da/,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  J.  J. 
Welsh,  captain,  J.  J.  Berkey  and  John  Herriman,  first  and  second  lieutenants, 
respectively.  On  December  17,  1864,  the  regiment  was  consolidated  with 
the  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  and  Company  A  became  Company  F  of  the  new 
organization.  Mr.  Fitch  accompanied  his  command  to  the  front,  where  he 
expei lenced  the  usual  vicissitudes  of  war,  taking  part  in  a  number  of  cam¬ 
paigns  and  battles,  and  spending  but  nine  days  in  the  hospital  during  his  three 
}eais  sendee.  He  was  mustered  out  with  the  regiment  August  15,  1865,  at 
Houston,  Texas,  and  on  the  5th  of  September,  following,  received  his  dis- 
chaige  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  immediately  after  which  he  returned  home  and 
began  planning  for  his  future.  Actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  to  add  to  his 
scholastic  training,  he  entered  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  at  Fayette,  where 
he  piosecuted  his  studies  for  a  period  of  two  years,  and  in  1870  became  a 
student  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  at  Iowa  City,  from  which  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  in  1874,  with  an  humble  record  as  an  industrious  and  critical  student. 
On  receiving  his  degree  from  the  above  institution,  Mr.  Fitch  was  elected 
principal  of  the  West  High  school,  in  the  city  of  Burlington,  and  the  following 
year  was  chosen  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Galva,  Illinois,  which 
position  he  woithily  held  during  the  eight  years  ensuing,  resigning  in  1883 
to  engage  in  newspaper  work  as  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Galva  News, 
which  he  purchased  in  the  latter  year.  In  connection  with  his  editorial  duties 
he  served  one  year  as  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Henry  county, 
Illinois,  to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term  in  that  office,  and  later  was  postmaster 
at  Galva,  from  1891  until  1895,  discharging  the  duties  of  both  positions  with 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  In  1896  Mr.  Fitch 
was  elected  supreme  director  of  the  Mystic  Workers  of  the  World,  a  fraternal 
beneficiary  order  now  numbering  over  sixty  thousand  members,  which  re¬ 
sponsible  position  he  still  holds,  and  in  which  he  has  demonstrated  superior 
abilities  as  an  executive  officer,  and  done  much  to  strengthen  and  give  pub¬ 
licity  to  the  organization.  His  other  fraternal  relations  are  represented  by 
the  Masonic  brotherhood  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  he  holding 
at  this  time  the  title  of  past  commander  of  Galva  Post,  in  the  latter  order. 

Mr.  Fitch  has  always  kept  abreast  of  the  times  on  matters  of  public  inter¬ 
est,  and  m  close  touch  with  enterprises  and  measures  having  for  their  object 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  community,  and  the  social  and  moral  advance- 
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ment  of  his  fellow  men.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in  recognition  of 
valuable  services  rendered  his  party,  as  well  as  in  view  of  his  peculiar  fitness 
for  the  position,  he  was  elected  in  1906  county  clerk  of  Henry  county,  to  the 
duties  of  which  important  office  he  has  since  devoted  his  attention.  He  was 
re-elected  to  fhis  position  in  November,  1910,  with  a  majority  exceeding 
twenty-five  hundred,  thus  emphasizing  the  degree  of  satisfaction  found  in 
his  official  career. 

On  July  5,  1876,  Mr.  Fitch  married  Rachel  Helgesen,  of  Winneshiek 
county,  Iowa,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Anna  (Holverson)  Helgesen.  Thomas 
Helgesen  was  a  native  of  Norway,  and  a  Quaker  in  his  religious  belief.  He 
was  of  the  stuff  from  which  heroes  are  made,  for  he  suffered  persecution  and 
imprisonment  for  the  sake  of  his  religion.  The  following  reply  to  his  jailors, 
after  he  had  subsisted  for  two  weeks  on  bread  and  water,  was  characteristic 
of  the  man:  “On  the  rock  of  my  faith,  I  take  my  stand,  God  helping  me, 
You  may  starve  this  poor  body,  but  you  cannot  starve  the  soul.”  For  the 
sake  of  religious  freedom,  Thomas  Helgesen,  in  1848,  came  to  America,  and 
settled  in  Madison,  Wisconsin,  where  the  daughter  Rachel  was  born,  April 
23,  1850.  Her  mother  died  when  the  daughter  was  about  two  years  old. 
In  1856,  the  family  moved  to  Winneshiek  county,  where  the  father  purchased 
land  on  Washington  Prairie,  and  became  a  well-to-do  farmer.  He  was  in¬ 
tensely  loyal  during  the  Civil  war,  and  was  a  great  admirer  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  and,  despite  his  religion  of  non-resistance,  was  an  ardent  supporter 
of  the  President’s  war  policies.  He  died  at  the  home  of  his  daughter  in 
Galva,  Illinois,  August  16,  1895,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  his  age.  Thomas 
Helgesen  was  three  times  married.  By  his  third  wife  four  children  aie  liv¬ 
ing,  viz :  Mrs.  Mary  Passmore,  of  Chicago ;  Hon.  Henry  T.,  of  Milton,  North 
Dakota  (recently  elected  a  member  of  the  national  Congress  as  a  Republican)  ; 
Mrs.  H.  T.  Hammer,  of  Pullman,  Illinois,  and  Albert,  of  Crookston,  Minne¬ 
sota.  Henry  Helgesen  was  the  first  commissioner  of  agriculture  of  Dakota 
territory,  and  the  first  man  to  fill  that  office  after  the  state  was  organized. 

Rachel  Helgesen,  the  wife  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  educated, 
primarily,  in  the  country  schools  of  Winneshiek  county,  and  in  Breckenndge 
Institute,  of  Decorah.  She  subsequently  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
at  Fayette,  for  about  two  years,  and  then  went  to  the  State  University,  at 
Iowa  City,  where  she  completed  the  Work  of  the  junior  year  and  for  one  year 
taught  in  the  Iowa  city  schools.  During  the  progress  of  her  studies  she  did 
considerable  teaching.  She  is  public  spirited  in  every  sense  of  the  term. 
She  labored  successfully  for  manual  training  and  a  free  kindergarten  in  the 
Galva  public  schools,  and  was  largely  influential  in  securing  the  present  public 
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library  in  Galva.  For  a  number  of  years  she  was  president  of  the  Woman’s 
Christian  Temperance  Union  of  Galva,  and  also  served  as  president  of  the 
Woman’s  Relief  Corps. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fitch  are  the  parents  of  three  children:  George,  born 
June  5,  1877;  Rachel  Louise,  September  27,  1878;  Robert  Haynes,  born  Janu- 
ary  17,  1881,  all  natives  of  Galva,  Illinois.  They  were  all  graduates  from  the 
Galva  high  school,  and  attended  Knox  College,  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  George 
and  Louise  completing  the  prescribed  course  of  that  institution.  Robert  at¬ 
tended  two  years  and  for  a  similar  period  was  a  student  of  the  department  of 
mechanical  engineering,  in  the  State  University  at  Champaign,  Illinois. 
George  is  at  present  managing  editor  of  the  Peoria  (Illinois)  Herald  Tran¬ 
script.  He  is  a  humorist,  and  his  writings  appear  in  a  number  of  the  standard 
magazines.  On  October  5,  1904,  he  married  Clara-  Gattrell,  daughter  of 
Horace  and  Mary  (Gattrell)  Lynn,  of  Kansas  City,  Missouri.  Mrs.  Clara 
Fitch  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  April  21,  1876.  Her  father,  Horace  Lynn, 
a  native  of  Newark,  that  state,  was  a  son  of  William  and  Mary  (Taylor) 
Lynn.  William  Lynn  was  a  Virginian  by  birth.  Mary  Taylor  was  daughter 
of  William  Taylor,  whose  father,  Judge  James  Taylor,  served  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  war.  When  Licking  county,  Ohio,  was  organized,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  associate  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas.  Mary  Gattrell  was 
a  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Moorehead)  Gattrell.  Nathan’s  grandfather, 
Nathan  Musgrove,  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  also  a  soldier  in  the  war  of 
1812.  Mary  Moorehead’s  mother  was  Louisa  Chapline,  who  was  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  Isaac  Chapline,  an  ensign  in  the  British  royal  navy,  who  came  to  the 
colony  of  Jamestown,  Virginia,  as  king’s  commissioner,  under  Lord  Dela¬ 
ware,  in  1610.  George  and  Clara  Fitch  have  two  children,  Mary  Gattrell, 
born  August  8,  1907,  and  Elinor  Moorehead,  born  December  17,  1909. 

Rachel  Louise  is  at  home  in  Cambridge,  Illinois.  She  was  for  eighteen 
months  editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Galva  News,  and  is  at  present 
editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Trident  Magazine,  the  official  organ  of 
the  Phi  Delta  Sorority. 

Robert  Haynes  had  a  position  with  the  Simmons  Hardware  Company 
of  St.  Louis  for  several  years,  and  at  present  holds  a  responsible  position  with 
the  Avery  Manufacturing  Company,  of  Peoria,  Illinois.  On  April  16,  1906, 
he  was  married  to  Mary  J.  Morse,  of  Pasadena,  California.  They  have  two 
children,  Mary  Louise,  born  April  28,  1907,  and  Rachel  Lillian,  born  August 
28,  1909.  Mary  (Morse)  Fitch  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  Wilson  and  Ida 
(Throop)  Morse,  the  father  a  native  of  Vermont  and  of  Irish-English 
descent.  One  of  the  Throops  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  and  another 
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Throop  ancestor  was  a  soldier  in  the  army  of  King  Charles  I  of  England 
and  fought  against  Cromwell.  Mary  Morse  Fitch's  grandfather  Throop  was 
a  first  cousin  of  the  1  hroop  who  founded  the  Throop  Polytechnic  Institute 
of  Pasadena,  California. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  son  of  George  Fitch  and  Deborah 
Boleyn,  who  was  a  daughter  of  Eli  and  Jane  (Brisbine)  Boleyn.  Eli  Boleyn 
was  born  in  Virginia,  in  1793,  and  the  wife  in  Westmoreland  county,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  in  1790,  their  marriage  taking  place  in  Ohio,  in  1812.  The  grand¬ 
father  was  a  soldier  in  the  second  war  with  England,  and  was  assigned  to 
duty  on  the  frontier  of  Ohio,  where  all  his  toes  were  frozen  off,  and  he  was 
discharged.  Sevfen  children  were  born  unto  them,  two  of  whom  are  now  liv¬ 
ing,  I  homas  and  David.  Thomas  came  from  Pennsylvania  to  Iowa  by  boat, 
in  1852,  and  the  following  year  settled  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county. 
Others  of  the  family  followed  four  years  later,  so  that  all  were  residents  of 
Iowa  in  1856,  except  James  and  Nancy.  The  mother  died  in  Illyria  town¬ 
ship,  in  February,  1858,  and  her  husband  followed  her  twelve  years  later. 
George  Fitch  was  twice  married,  his  wives  being  sisters.  By  his  first  wife, 
Margaret  Boleyn,  he  had  one  child,  Martha  Jane,  who  married  Ira  Kitch,  of 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  had  George,  Willard,  Nettie  and  Iretta.  Ira 
Kitch  was  orderly  sergeant  in  the  One  Hundredth  Pennsylvania  (“Round- 
head”)  Regiment,  and  was  mortally  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania, 
Virginia,  May  12,  1864.  George  Fitch  had  the  following  children  by  his  sec¬ 
ond  wife:  Martin  Bently,  Alice  Ann  (who  married  Thos.  Kennedy),  George 
W.  and  Elmer  Eli.  George  Fitch,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
died  in  December,  1847,  and  was  buried  at  Youngstown,  Ohio.  He  was  a 
man  of  liberal  education,  a  native  of  New  York  city,  born  in  1807.  After  the 
death  of  her  husband  Mrs.  Fitch  taught  school,  and  was  thus  engaged  during 
the  greater  part  of  the  long  period  of  her  widowhood,  from  1848  to  1861. 
As  a  sincere  Christian,  of  beautiful  character,  her  life  was  unselfishly  de¬ 
voted  to  the  happiness  and  well-being  of  her  children,  and  all  who  came  within 
the  range  of  her  influence  spoke  in  high  terms  of  her  gracious  presence  and 
many  estimable  qualities.  She  remarried  in  1862,  her  second  husband  being 
William  O.  Hageman,  now  of  Ringgold  county,  but  formerly  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  the  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  two  children,  Philo  F.  and 
one  that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Fitch  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  of  Janu¬ 
ary,  1895.  Philo  F.  Hageman,  the  survivor,  is  a  farmer  in  Ringgold  county. 
He  married  Louisa  Hazlet,  August  21,  1886.  They  have  a  family  of  six 
children  living,  and  one  dead.  Everett  Carlen,  born  September  15,  1887; 
Lora  Luella,  born  September  8,  1889,  married  Clement  M.  Todd,  December 
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22,  1909;  Clement  Frances,  born  February  1,  1892,  died  November  15,  1901 ; 
Leonard  Hazlet,  born  July  24,  1894;  Harwill  Elmer,  born  September  22, 
1896;  James  William,  born  September  15,  1899;  Ila  Mae,  born  July  6,  1908. 

George  Fitch  was  a  son  of  William  Haynes  and  Hannah  (Lockwood) 
Fitch.  The  genealogy  of  the  family  runs  as  follows:  William  Haynes 
Fitch  was  a  son  of  Haynes  and  Anne  (Cooke)  Fitch.  Haynes  Fitch  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  in  the  Ninth  Connecticut  Regiment.  His  wife, 
Anne  Cooke,  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Toucey)  Cooke.  John 
Cooke  was  a  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  and  Anne  (Trowbridge)  Cooke.  Anne 
Trowbridge  was  a  granddaughter  of  Governor  William  Leete,  of  Connecti¬ 
cut,  who  concealed  in  the  basement  of  his  store,  at  Guilford,  for  several 
weeks,  the  regicides,  Goffe  and  Whaley,  two  of  the  judges  who  pronounced 
sentence  of  death  upon  King  Charles  I  of  England,  in  1649. 

John  Cooke,  above  mentioned,  was  a  half-brother  of  Gen.  Joseph  Platt 
Cooke,  of  the  American  Revolution.  Haynes  Fitch,  above  mentioned,  was 
a  son  of  James  and  Mary  (Haynes)  Fitch.  Mary  Haynes  was  a  daughter 
of  William  and  Mary  (Marvin)  Haynes.  William  Haynes  was  of  the  same 
family  as  John  Haynes,  of  Copford  Hall,  Essex  county,  England,  and  later 
governor  of  Massachusettes  and  Connecticut  colonies.  James  Fitch  (above) 
was  a  brother  of  Thomas  Fitch,  for  ten  terms  governor  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut.  This  family  consisted  of  Governor  Thomas,  the  brothers  Sam¬ 
uel  and  James,  and  sister  Elizabeth.  Samuel  and  James  were  colonial  officials. 
Elizabeth  married,  first,  Joshua  Raymond,  and  became  the  progenetrix  of 
Hon.  Henry  Raymond,  founder  of  the  New  York  Times.  She  married, 
second,  Elisha  Kent;  there  was  no  issue  from  this  marriage,  but  Elisha  Kent 
was  the  progenitor  of  Chancellor  James  Kent,  the  world-renowned  jurist. 
The  Fitch  family  came  from  Bocking,  Essex  county,  England.  The  widow 
of  Thomas  Fitch,  who  died  at  Bocking,  in  1632,  came  to  America  with  three 
of  her  sons,  Thomas,  Joseph  and  Rev.  James.  Thomas  became  the  founder 
of  Norwalk,  Connecticut,  in  1652.  There  were  five  generations  of  Thomas 
Fitches  in  Norwalk  in  regular  succession,  ending  with  the  aforementioned 
Governor  Thomas  Fitch. 

In  a  work  entitled  “Fitch  Family,”  by  Prof.  G.  L.  Mills,  the  statement  is 
made :  “In  the  records  of  the  herald’s  office  in  London,  the  genealogy  of  the 
Fitch  family  is  quite  full,  much  more  so  than  common.  In  the  herald’s  visita¬ 
tions  to  Essex,  the  family  pedigree  is  traced  back  from  sons  to  fathers,  step 
by  step,  to  William,  second  son  of  John  Fitch,  who  was  living  in  Fitch  Castle, 
parish  of  Widdington,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Essex,  in  the  twenty-second 
year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  that  is  1294.”  Hannah  (Lockwood)  Fitch, 
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the  grandmother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  the  daughter  of  Hezekiah 
and  Catherine  (Seymour)  Lockwood.  Hezekiah  was  a  Revolutionary 
soldier,  a  member  of  the  Ninth  Connecticut  Militia.  He  was  the  son  of 
Isaac  and  Ruth  (Whitney)  Lockwood.  Isaac  was  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Mary  (Wood)  Lockwood.  Joseph  was  the  son  of  Ephraim  and  Mercy  (St. 
John)  Lockwood.  Ephraim  was  the  first  of  the  Lockwood  settlers  in  Nor¬ 
walk,  and  was  the  son  of  Robert  Lockwood,  who  lived  in  Watertown,  Massa¬ 
chusetts,  as  early  as  1630.  The  Lockwoods  seem  to  have  been  a  military  race. 
Including  husbands  of  Lockwood  women,  there  were  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  of  them  in  the  colonial  and  Revolutionary  wars. 


REV.  JASON  LEE  PAINE,  A.  M. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  man  so  well  known  as  a  citizen  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county  that  no  words  of  introduction  are  needed.  Everybody  knows 
and  honors  Rev.  Mr.  Paine.  He  has  been  a  familiar  figure  in  the  town  of 
Fayette  for  more  than  fifty-five  years,  and  his  residence  has  been  there  about 
as  long. 

Jason  L.  Paine  was  one  of  the  first  to  enroll  himself  as  a  student  in 
the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  the  first  to  complete  the  full  course  in  the 
preparatory  and  collegiate  departments.  He  was  graduated  in  1862,  and 
in  September  following  he  engaged  in  the  work  which  has  characterized  him 
through  life  as  a  devout  and  conscientious  Christian  gentleman.  His  first 
ministerial  field  was  in  the  capacity  of  a  missionary  in  Dakota  territory,  which 
then  extended  across  the  Rockies  to  Washington  territory;  but  the  western 
terminus  of  Mr.  Paine’s  field  \vas  at  Fort  Randall,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles 
west  of  Sioux  City,  which  was  then  on  the  western  edge  of  civilization. 

Mr.  Paine  next  accepted  a  pastoral  call  in  Cedar  county,  Iowa,  and  la¬ 
bored  in  that  field  until  stricken  with  almost  total  blindness,  and  was  obliged 
to  discontinue  all  study  for  the  succeeding  eight  years.  He  was  unable  dur¬ 
ing  this  time  to  read  a  chapter  of  Scripture.  In  1873,  his  eyesight  being 
partially  restored,  he  resumed  his  pastoral  work,  but  in  1880  nervous  pros¬ 
tration  compelled  his  permanent  retirement  from  active  ministerial  labors. 
Between  1873  and  1880  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
churches  at  Postville,  Cresco  and  Monticello,  in  the  counties  of  Allamakee, 
Howard  and  Jones,  respectively. 

Since  retiring  from  the  active  ministry,  Mr.  Paine  has  devoted  his 
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time  and  talents  largely  to  educational  work,  but  he  has  also  been  active 
m  other  fields,  particularly  in  temperance  work.  In  the  latter  field  he  was 
piesident  of  the  first  temperance  organization  in  Fayette  county,  beginning 
this  career  ivhile  yet  a  student  in  college. 

Mr.  Paine  Was  county  president  of  the  prohibitory  amendment 
campaign  in  1882,  devoting  his  time  and  the  services  of  his  team  to  this 
work  for  about  three  months ;  and  it  was  largely  due  to  his  energy  and  elo¬ 
quence  that  Fayette  county  polled  a  thousand  majority  for  the  amendment, 
decidedly  the  largest  majority  in  northeastern  Iowa.  Mr.  Paine  has  organ¬ 
ized  and  superintended  campaigns  of  prosecution  which  have  resulted  in 
closing  not  less  than  fifty  saloons,  and  in  condemning  and  destroying  at  least 
seven  thousand  dollars’  worth  of  liquors.  He  has  done  this  work  ivholly 
because  of  his  conscientious  convictions  as  to  what  is  right,  and  not  because 
of  any  vindictive  or  belligerent  spirit,  these  being  entirely  foreign  to  his 
nature.  His  efforts  have  been  ably  seconded  by  some  of  the  best  men  in 
Fayette,  who,  like  himself,  were  advocates  of  temperance  and  so¬ 
briety  as  the  underlying  principles  of  morality  and  purity  in  society.  Mr. 
Paine  s  life,  though  physically  weak,  has  been  spent  down  to  the  period  of 
the  sere  and  yellow  leaf  in  a  laudable  effort  to  benefit  his  fellow  man  either 
in  body,  mind  or  estate.  He  has  been  a  leader  in  every  movement  for  the 
elevation  of  human  morals,  the  vindication  of  the  right  and  the  subjugation  of 
the  wrong.  Recognizing  the  soil  as  the  original  foundation  of  all  wealth,  he 
early  advocated  the  organization  of  farmers’  institutes  as  a  means  of  mutual 
interchange  of  ideas  and  the  final  development  of  agriculture  into  a  science 
in  keeping  with  its  importance.  He  served  many  years  as  the  president 
of  the  Fayette  County  Farmers’  Institute. 

In  1870  Mr.  Paine  was  elected  a  member  of  the  board  of  trustees  of 
the  Upper  Iowa  University  and  held  that  important  office  for  thirty  consecu¬ 
tive  years,  and  is  yet  an  honorary  member  of  that  body.  He  has  never  been 
an  office  seeker,  but  has  held  the  office  of  county  auditor  by  appointment 
by  the  board  of  supervisors,  being  the  first  incumbent  after  that  office  was 
created.  He  also  held  the  office  of  superintendent  of  schools  by  similar  ap¬ 
pointment. 

The  subject  of  this  biographical  sketch  comes  from  early  colonial  stock, 
and  traces  his  ancestors  back  in  unbroken  line  to  1638,  when  the  founder  of 
the  family  on  American  soil  came  from  England  and  settled  in  Massachusetts 
colony.  His  name  was  Steven  Paine.  In  direct  line  of  descent  there  were 
four  “Stevens,”  the  name  being  spelled  the  same  in  each  case.  Steven 
Paine  II  was  active  in  the  King  Philip  war;  Steven  Paine  III  was  twice  a 
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representative  in  the  colonial  Parliament;  Steven  Paine  IV  moved  to  Con¬ 
necticut  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  old  French  war.  He  urged  his  sons  to  en¬ 
list  in  the  patriot  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  paternal 
injunction  was  obeyed  by  the  six  stalwart  sons.  Edward  Paine,  the  fifth 
generation  in  America,  and  the  paternal  great-grandfather  of  the  subject  of 
this  article,  enlisted  in  1775'  an(l  rose  to  the  rank  of  brigadier-general  during 
the  Revolutionary  war.  He  located  in  central  New  York  after  the  war,  and 
served  in  the  Legislature  of  that  state  in  1798-99.  He  came  to  Ohio  early 
in  the  year  1800,  and  founded  the  town  of  Painesville.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  first  ensuing  Territorial  Legislature  of  Ohio. 

Joel  Paine,  the  grandfather  of  the  subject,  was  sheriff  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio,  and  as  such  official  it  became  his  duty  to  execute  the  decree  of  the 
in  the  case  of  two  Indians  convicted  of  murder.  At  the  moment  of  this 
execution  the  news  of  Hull’s  surrender  reached  the  town  and  Mr.  Paine  at 
once  resigned  his  office  and  entered  the  army,  his  enlistment  occurring  in 
August,  1812.  He  was  commissioned  a  brigadier-general  and  led  his  bri¬ 
gade  against  the  Indians.  But  he  died  suddenly  of  quinsy,  April  8,  1813. 

Cortez  Paine,  father  of  the  subject,  was  a  man  of  deep  religious  con¬ 
victions,  and,  though  much  interested  in  public  affairs,  never  aspired  to 
public  life.  He  was  born  at  Painesville,  Ohio,  November  19,  1806,  and  died 
in  Fayette,  Iowa,  January  6,  1880.  The  mother  of  Jason  L.  Paine  was  a 
native  of  Peru,  New  York,  born  September  6,  1819.  Her  maiden  name  was 
Silva  Hallock.  She  died  January  12,  1900,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 

Jason  Lee  Paine  was  born  at  Hudson,  Summit  county,  Ohio,  January 
9,  1838.  In  1846  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin, 
where  they  remained  until  1855,  'when  they  came  to  Fayette,  Iowa. 

The  father,  Cortez  Paine,  was  an  Abolitionist  and  could  not  tolerate 
the  idea  of  human  slavery.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  espouse  the  cause  and 
voted  for  James  G.  Birney  for  President,  in  1844.  The  life  of  this  noble 
man  was  devoted  to  the  interests  of  downtrodden  humanity,  and  was  es¬ 
pecially  interested  in  all  reform  work  tending  towards  the  alleviation  of  hu¬ 
man  suffering  and  the  upbuilding  of  righteousness  among  the  people.  He 
was  universally  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
partook,  somewhat,  of  his  father's  political  views  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Abraham  Lincoln,  in  1859.  He  was  an  active  and  zealous  worker  for  the 
supremacy  of  Republican  principles  until  1888,  when  he  espoused  the  cause 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  since  which  time  lie  has  been  an  aggressive  worker 
in  that  cause,  as  previously  intimated  in  this  article. 

Mr.  Paine  was  married,  July  24,  1861,  to  Margaret  F.  Kent,  daughter 
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of  Helmer  and  Samantha  (Fletcher)  Kent,  of  South  Hero,  Vermont.  Mrs. 
Paine  is  a  sister  of  the  late  William  Kent,  of  West  Union,  Iowa.  Four  chil¬ 
dren  have  been  born  to  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Paine,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Charles  F.,  is  editor  and  business  manager  of  the  Fayette  Reporter,  a  more 
extended  notice  of  which  appears  in  the  history  of  Fayette;  Amy  L.,  the 
second  born,  is  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Norfolk,  Nebraska ;  Louie 
B.  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  George  Blagg,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  at  Morning  Sun,  Iowa,  and  Miss  Margaret  E.  is  the  companion  and 
helper  around  the  domestic  fireside  of  “the  old  folks  at  home.” 

Of  the  fraternal  organizations,  Mr.  Paine  is  a  Mason,  and  it  is  useless 
to  add  that  his  church  affiliations  are  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  denomi¬ 
nation. 


DAVID  SALTSGIVER. 

Many  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Fayette  county  are  either  natives  of 
the  Buckeye  state  or  their  parents  or  grandparents  came  from  there.  It 
seems  that  they  delight  to  begin  life  in  a  new  country  where  conditions  are 
primitive  and  where  hard  work  is  required  to  wrest  a  living  from  resisting 
Nature,  but  they  always  succeed  and  whatever  community  they  move  into 
is  developed  in  every  way.  Of  this  class  is  David  Saltsgiver,  a  highly  re¬ 
spected  citizen  of  West  Union,  who  was  born  in  Carroll  county,  Ohio,  in 
1840.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Capper)  Saltsgiver,  the  father  a  na¬ 
tive  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  David  Saltsgiver  was  Henry  Saltsgiver,  a  native  of  Germany,  who,  in 
a  very  early  day  crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  in  a  slow-sailing  vessel  and  set¬ 
tled  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania.  He  left  that  state,  however,  and  moved 
to  Ohio  where  he  was  a  pioneer  farmer  and  a  man  of  great  courage  and 
honor.  The  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  David  and  Mary  Capper,  were 
natives  of  Virginia.  They  grew  to  maturity  there  and  married  in  their 
native  state,  coming  soon  afterwards  to  Ohio,  where  Mr.  Capper  conducted 
a  horse-power  grist-mill  and  farmed,  beginning  as  a  pioneer. 

John  Saltsgiver,  father  of  David,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the 
early  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  coming  with  his  parents  to  Ohio  and  was  mar¬ 
ried  in  that  state.  He  was  a  good  business  man  and  erected  one  of  the  finest 
woolen  mills  in  the  community  in  which  he  settled,  and  he  operated  it  for  sev¬ 
eral  years,  and  he  built  up  a  large  patronage  there. 

In  the  fall  of  1854  he  brought  his  entire  family  to  Union  township, 
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Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  purchased  a  farm  immediately  north  of  where 
David  Saltsgiver  of  this  review  now  resides,  east  of  West  Union,  in  section  n, 
Union  township.  I  here  he  resided  until  his  death.  He  developed  a  good 
farm  here  and  made  a  comfortable  living.  He  was  a  hard  worker,  a  good 
manager,  a  useful  and  honored  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of 
six  children.  John  Saltsgiver  was  a  Whig  when  that  party  was  in  power, 
later,  when  the  Republican  party  was  organized,  he  was  a  loyal  supporter  of 
the  same. 

David  Saltsgiver,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools 
of  Fayette  county,  receiving  a  very  good  text-book  training.  He  worked  on  the 
home  farm  during  the  summer  months  and  under  the  capable  direction  of 
Ins  father,  learned  the  various  phases  of  agricultural  work,  at  which  he  has 
subsequently  succeeded  and  is  now  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
which  he  has  kept  well  improved  and  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
carries  on  general  farming,  raises  some  good  stock,  and  he  has  a  comfortable 
home  and  good  outbuildings. 

Mr.  Saltsgiver  was  married  on  February  19,  1864,  to  Isabelle  Webb, 
the  daughter  of  an  influential  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  where  she  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  chil¬ 
dren :  Anna  May,  deceased;  Mamie,  Max,  Merl. 

Mr.  Saltsgiver  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  active  in  the  party.  He 
served  at  one  time  very  ably  as  trustee  of  his  township. 


WILLIAM  E.  DONAT. 

One  of  Harlan  township’s  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmers 
whose  success  has  been  achieved  by  persistency  and  good  management  is 
William  E.  Donat,  who  was  born  in  Noble  county,  Indiana,  February  2, 
1856.  When  a  boy  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools  and  one  term  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
at  Fayette.  He  is  the  son  of  Elias  P.  and  Lydia  A.  (Taylor)  Donat.  They 
were  natives  of  Ohio  and  when  children  moved  with  their  parents  to  Noble 
county,  Indiana.  The  father  was  born  April  18,  1830,  and  the  mother  wras 
born  Jnly  13,  1834.  They  were  married  in  Indiana  in  1853  an<^  lived  there 
about  four  years,  when,  in  the  fall  of  1857,  they  drove  overland  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  located  in  Harlan  township  where  he  bought  a  farm  of 
fifty  acres  in  section  4;  he  later  added  to  this  until  he  owned  one  hundred 
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and  eighty-two  acres,  but  later  sold  twenty  acres.  He  remained  on  this  farm 
until  his  death,  June  19,  1880.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  and  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  which  he  was  class  leader  for  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years.  He  was  an  active  participant  in  church  affairs.  Mrs.  Donat, 
who  is  still  living,  has  made  her  home  in  Toledo,  Iowa,  for  a  number  of  years. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Elias  P.  Donat  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy;  those  living  are:  William  E.,  of  this  review;  Lecta  E.  is  the 
wife  of  H.  M.  Baldwin,  of  Toledo,  Iowa;  Etta  E.  resides  with  her  mother  in 
Toledo,  Iowa ;  Walter  S.  is  professor  of  Latin  and  Greek  in  Winona  College, 
at  Winona,  Indiana. 

William  E.  Donat,  of  this  review,  has  always  lived  on  the  home  farm 
with  the  exception  of  two  years  that  he  rented  nearby  farms,  living  one  year 
on  each  place,  both  on  account  of  sickness.  After  his  father’s  death  he  be¬ 
gan  buying  the  interests  of  the  other  heirs  and  now  owns  the  entire  farm.  He 
carries  on  general  farming  and  dairying  very  successfully.  He  has  a  very 
attractive  home  and  his  place  is  well  kept.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  having  held  the  office  of  stew¬ 
ard  and  trustee  in  the  local  congregation,  and  also  Sunday  school  superintend¬ 
ent. 

On  December  12,  1888,  Mr.  Donat  married  Adel  May  Watenpaugh,  who 
was  born  in  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  May  3,  1865.  Sbe  was  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Florenda  B.  (Crandall)  Watenpaugh,  both  natives  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua  county,  New  York,  the  father  born  of  German  parentage,  September, 
1818,  and  the  mother  born  July,  1829.  They  were  married  in  New  York 
about  1849  and  they  made  their  home  there  until  1853,  Mr.  Watenpaugh  fol¬ 
lowing  the  trade  of  tanner  and  shoemaker.  They  moved  to  Iowa  in  1853, 
shipping  their  goods  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  and  from  there  drove  overland  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  where  he  took 
up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  lived  there  until  1865, 
when  he  moved  to  Tripoli,  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years 
returned  to  Fayette  county,  locating  in  Pleasant  Valley  township  and  remained 
there  three  years.  After  that  time  he  lived  in  several  townships  in  Fayette 
county,  usually  two  or  three  years  in  each  place.  In  1899  he  retired  from 
active  farm  life  and  moved  to  Maynard,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  January  9,  1904.  Politically,  he  was  a  Republican,  and  he  held  several 
minor  township  offices,  but  he  preferred  quiet  home  life.  As  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  he  held  the  offices  of  trustee,  class 
leader  and  Sunday  school  superintendent.  Mrs.  Watenpaugh  was  also  an 
active  and  zealous  worker  in  the  Methodist  church.  They  were  the  parents 
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of  eight  children,  an  equal  number  of  sons  and  daughters,  namely:  Orlando 
resides  in  Hecla,  South  Dakota;  Ellen  A.  is  the  wife  of  John  Beckner,  of 
Maynard,  Iowa;  John  E.  lives  in  Harlan  township;  Eva  resides  with  her 
brother  Delos  in  California;  Olive  is  the  wife  of  Sim  Talkington,  of  Los 
Angeles,  California;  Della  M.  is  the  wife  of  William  E.  Donat,  of  this  re¬ 
view;  Willie  is  deceased;  Mrs.  Watenpaugh  died  on  June  28,  1902. 

lo  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donat  five  children  have  been  born,  two  dying  in 
infancy;  those  living  are  Wayne  E.,  born  October  20,  1890;  Mildred  M.,  born 
January  18.  1899;  Marion  R.,  born  April  6,  1900. 


JOHN  HOWARD  HALL. 

Holding  distinctive  prestige  among  the  enterprising  citizens  of  Fayette 
county  is  John  Howard  Hall,  whose  record,  here  briefly  outlined,  is  that 
of  a  man  who  has  been  the  architect  of  his  own  fortune;  a  self-made  man, 
who,  by  the  exercise  of  talents  with  which  nature  endowed  him,  has  suc¬ 
cessfully  surmounted  unfavorable  environment  and  risen  to  the  position  he 
now  occupies  in  business  circles.  He  is  a  creditable  representative  of  a 
.'•telling  old  Pennsylvania  family  and  possesses  many  of  the  admirable  quali¬ 
ties  of  bis  ancestors  who  figured  in  the  history  of  the  early  days.  He  was 
born  in  Center  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1851,  the  son  of  Daniel  W.  and 
Lucinda  E.  (  Kline)  Hall,  each  representative  of  excellent  families  of  that  state. 

I  heir  son,  John  H.,  assisted  with  the  chores  and  general  work  about  the 
home  place  when  he  became  of  proper  age  and  attended  the  district  schools 
during  the  winter  months,  receiving  a  very  good  primary  education;  how¬ 
ever,  when  yet  a  mere  boy  he  left  the  school  room  and  began  herding  cattle 
m  1871  near  Hawkeye,  Iowa,  having  as  many  as  twelve  hundred  head  in 
one  herd.  He  kept  up  his  vocation  as  cattle  herder  for  a  period  of  seven 
years  or  until  September,  1878,  during  which  time  he  witnessed  a  rapid  ad¬ 
vance  in  the  price  of  land  in  Fayette  county,  it  being  very  cheap  when  he  first 
came  here.  The  life  of  a  herdsman,  though  one  of  hardship  in  the  main, 
suited  his  youthful  tastes,  for  he  loved  adventure,  the  free  life  of  the  wild 
pi  ail  ie,  and  enjoyed  roughing  it,’  for  he  and  his  fellow  herdsmen  boarded 
themselves  during  the  time  mentioned  above. 

From  1878  to  1881  Mr.  Hall  spent  in  buying  cattle  and  hogs  at  Fay¬ 
ette,  Iowa,  and  was  very  successful  in  this,  owing  to  his  intimate  knowledge 
of  the  livestock  business  and  bis  industry.  He  then  moved  to  Hawkeye, 
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Fayette  county,  and  turned  his  attention  exclusively  to  buying  and  dealing 
in  hogs  and  lost  all  the  money  he  had  except  seven  hundred  dollars.  Then 
he  moved  to  Steamboat  Rock,  Hardin  county,  Iowa,  and  there  bought  stock 
for  about  eight  months.  He  came  to  West  Union  in  the  fall  of  1884  and  has 
remained  here  ever  since,  continuing  to  buy  stock,  having  built  up  a  very 
extensive  trade  and  become  known  as  one  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county.  He  has  become  the  owner  of  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  well  improved  and  very  productive  land  on  which  he  raises  all  kinds 
of  crops  and  feeds  cattle  extensively,  preparing  them  for  the  feeder  market. 
He  has  a  cozy  and  well  located  home  and  everything  about  his  place  shows 
that  he  is  a  wide-awake  farmer. 

Mr.  Hall  was  married  in  the  fall  of  1884  to  Jennie  C.  Hoyer,  representa¬ 
tive  of  an  excellent  family  of  this  county,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  two  children,  Lulu  Madge,  who  married  W.  E.  Erwin ;  the  son's  name 
is  Howard  Hoyer  Hall.  . 

Mrs.  Hall  and  her  daughter  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church, 
and,  politically,  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Democrat. 


HENRY  H.  PRATT. 

A  descendant  from  an  excellent  line  of  ancestors  is  Henry  H.  Pratt,  a 
highly  respected  citizen  of  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  who  was  born  August 
18,  1848,  in  Geauga  county,  Ohio,  forty  miles  east  of  Cleveland.  He  is  the 
son  of  Harvey  and  Sybil  (Moore)  Pratt.  The  former  was  educated  at  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  and  when  a  young  man  he  came  to  Ohio  and  secured  wild 
land,  built  a  cabin,  made  a  small  clearing  and  began  developing  the  same, 
establishing  a  comfortable  home  and  a  good  farm  in  due  course  of  time.  The 
work  of  clearing  the  heavy  timber  and  placing  the  raw  ground  in  tillable  con¬ 
dition  was  hard  work,  but  it  suited  his  rugged  nature  and  his  love  of  pioneer 
life.  He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  later  in  life  devoted  his  time  exclu¬ 
sively  to  farming.  Later  he  removed  to  Green  county,  Wisconsin.  Subse¬ 
quently  he  went  to  Monroe  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  farmed  until  his 
death,  his  wife  also  dying  there.  They  were  members  of  the  Seventh  Day 
Adventist  church,  honest  and  highly  respected  people.  Mr.  Pratt  was  a  Re¬ 
publican,  but  led  a  quiet  life  and  did  not  seek  political  preferment. 

Henry  H.  Pratt  received  a  limited  education,  but  he  has  become  a  well 
informed  man  by  general  reading.  When  a  boy  he  went  to  school  three 
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months  in  a  log  school  house,  three  miles  distant  from  his  home.  He  began 
working  in  the  fields  when  six  years  of  age,  and  remained  at  home  assisting 
his  fathei  with  the  general  farm  work  until  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

In  1866,  while  living  in  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Pratt  married 
Xancy  C.  F  rancisco,  a  native  of  Racine  county,  that  state,  and  the  daughter 
of  Frederick  and  Elizabeth  (Hoffman)  Francisco,  both  natives  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  who  were  early  settlers  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin.  In  1881 
they  came  to  Maynard,  Iowa,  where  Mrs.  Francisco  died  in  1892.  Five 
children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pratt. 

One  of  the  most  interesting  chapters  in  the  life  of  Henry  H.  Pratt  is 
that  bearing  on  his  army  career,  which  began  with  his  enlistment  in  the 
Union  army,  m  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  on  February  27,  1864,  in  Com¬ 
pany  B,  Thirty-sixth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry.  Mr.  Pratt  saw  some 
hard  service  and  severe  fighting,  among  the  most  notable  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  being  those  of  the  four  days’  battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
Spottsyl vania,  Turner’s  Farm,  Cold  Harbor.  On  June  3,  1864,  he  was  shot 
through  the  left  hand  and  forearm  and  it  was  seventeen  days  before  the 
wound  was  treated,  and  it  became  necessary  to  have  the  arm  amputated  near 
the  shoulder,  Which  was  done  at  Columbus  hospital,  where  he  remained  four 
months  and  was  honorably  discharged  on  December  24,  1864.  He  returned 
to  Green  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  remained  until  1873,  when  he  went  to 
Minnesota,  in  which  state  he  remained  for  three  years.  In  1876  he  located 
in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  settling  at  Maynard,  where  he  built  a  cozy  and 
substantial  home.  He  bought  a  good  farm  in  Westfield  township,  this  county, 
where  he  remained  five  years,  coming  from  there  to  Maynard,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  has  spent  his  life  farming  and  has  been  very  successful, 
being  a  good  manager  and  he  is  known  as  one  of  the  greatest  “hustlers”  in 
Fayette  county,  where  he  is  well  known  and  has  many  warm  friends.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Post  No.  47,  at  Maynard,  and 
he  is  active  in  the  Republican  party. 


GEORGE  W.  CHAMBERLIN. 

In  placing  the  name  of  George  W.  Chamberlin,  retired  farmer  of 
Hawkeye,  in  the  front  rank  of  Fayette  county’s  enterprising  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  whose  lives  have  resulted  in  incalculable  good  to  the  masses, 
simple  justice  is  done  a  biographical  fact,  universally  recognized  throughout 
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this  locality  by  men  at  all  familiar  with  his  history.  A  man  of  good  judg¬ 
ment,  sound  discretion  and  business  ability  of  a  high  order,  he  managed  with 
tactful  success  important  enterprises  and  so  impressed  his  individuality  upon 
the  community  as  to  gain  recognition  among  the  leading  citizens  and  hon¬ 
ored  men  of  affairs. 

The  Chamberlin  family  is  an  ancient  one,  being  descended  from  Wil¬ 
liam  Count  Tankerville,  of  Tankerville  Castle,  in  Normandy,  who  came  into 
England  with  William  the  Conqueror,  but  returned  again  into  Normandy. 

John  de  Tankerville  was  a  younger  son  of  the  former  Earl  and  was  lord 
chamberlain  to  King  Henry  I.  Richard,  his  son,  was  lord  chamberlain  to 
King  Stephen,  and  thereupon  assumed  the  name  of  Chamberlin. 

In  1622  Thomas  Chamberlin  was  chief  justice  of  Chester. 

Thomas  Chamberlin,  baronet. 

Sir  James  Chamberlin,  baronet. 

Sir  James  Chamberlin,  baronet,  in  1745  was  appointed  major  of  the 
Royal  Regiment  of  Horse  Guards,  Blue,  and  promoted  to  be  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  said  regiment  in  1750. 

Sir  James  Chamberlin  was  eminent  as  a  soldier  in  the  court  of  Henry  III. 

William  of  Gedding  in  Suffolk,  a  great  friend  and  companion  of  Edward 
IV,  was  made  a  Knight  of  the  Garter.  The  family  motto  was  then  “Virtuti, 
nihil,  invium”  (virtue,  humility,  freedom). 

The  subject's  great-grandfather  was  Jedediah  Chamberlin,  probably 
of  Keene,  New  Hampshire,  who  was  twice  married.  To  him  and  his  second 
Avife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Submit  Osgood,  were  born  four  children.  To 
him  and  his  first  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  unknown,  were  born  eleven 
children.  Of  these  children,  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  was  Josiah,  who 
married  Patience  Phillips,  and  they  removed  from  Westmoreland,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  to  Stockbridge,  Vermont.  They  had  eight  children,  the  third  in  order 
of  birth  being  Washington,  the  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  mar¬ 
ried,  in  Bethel,  Vermont,  in  1819,  Asenath  Kellogg,  who  was  born  in  Wind¬ 
sor  county,  Vermont,  August  29,  1801,  his  own  birth  having  occurred  on 
April  23,  1795.  The  Kelloggs  were  of  Welsh  descent  and  became  a  promi¬ 
nent  and  well  known  New  England  family.  To  Washington  and  Asenath 
Chamberlin  were  born  the  following  children:  Lucy  M.,  born  December 
17,  1820,  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Davis;  Martin  Josiah,  born  September 
8,  1822;  George  W.,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  next  in  order 
of  birth;  John  L.,  born  March  8,  1826,  died  in  Bethel,  Vermont,  August  18, 
1852,  unmarried;  Hiram  M.,  born  June  6,  1829,  married  Mary  Kendall; 
Francis  H.,  born  December  28,  1831,  married  Augusta  Davis;  Adeline 
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Nancy,  boin  October  28,  1835;  Julia  A.,  born  September  8/1842;  William, 
born  October  21,  1844,  died  in  infancy. 

Ce01§e  W*  Chamberlin  was  born  in  Vermont  on  September  22,  1824, 
and  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof.  During  his  youthful  years  he  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  and  when  out  of  school  his 'activities  were  given 
to  work  on  the  farm.  He  had  a  natural  taste  for  mechanics  and  during  the 
first  years  of  his  mature  life  he  was  employed  along  this  line.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  he  went  to  Springfield,  Massachusetts,  where  he  secured  a 
position  in  the  government  armory.  After  five  years  there,  he  went  to  Mil- 
bury,  that  state,  where  he  was  employed  in  repairing  and  changing  old  mus¬ 
kets  from  flint  lock  to  percussion  lock.  The  firm  by  which  he  was  employed 
then  sent  him  to  South  Carolina,  where  he  was  similarly  engaged  for  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  returned  to  Windsor,  Vermont,  and  se¬ 
cured  a  position  in  the  Robins  &  Lawrence  gun  shop,  where  he  remained 
until  1855. 

On  June  4,  of  the  last  named  year,  Mr.  Chamberlin,  with  his  family, 
came  to  \\  est  Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  having,  the  previous  year,  entered 
a  quarter  section  of  land  in  Bethel  township  (not  organized),  which  com¬ 
prises  his  present  farm.  On  the  3d  of  July  he  installed  his  family  in  a  rude 
cabin,  ten  by  twelve  feet  in  size,  belonging  to  Daniel  Goodenow,  where  they 
lived  until  the  following  November,  by  which  time  he  had  completed  the 
construction  of  his  own  cabin,  of  similar  size.  The  pioneers  endured  great 
hai  dships  that  winter,  due  to  the  intense  and  continuous  cold  weather,  but 
they  managed  to  pull  through  the  winter  in  good  shape,  and  from  that  time 
on  they  were  prospered  and  lived  in  more  comfort.  Farming  operations  were 
necessarily  carried  on  slowly  and  with  many  drawbacks.  Mr.  Chamberlin 
made  use  of  oxen  for  field  work,  and  he  relates  that  on  several  occasions 
he  was  pursued  by  wolves,  who  compelled  him  to  hurry  to  the  cabin  for 
protection. 

By  dint  of  the  most  persistent  and  unflagging  efforts,  Mr.  Chamberlin  1 
created  a  splendid  homestead  out  of  this  tract  and  at  length  was  enabled  to 
lealize  the  full  fruition  of  his  early  hopes  and  aspirations.  He  was  a  good 
managei  and  exercised  sound  judgment  in  all  his  transactions,  so  that 
eventually  he  attained  to  a  position  of  comparative  independence  financially. 

He  lived  on  the  farm  until  he  moved  to  West  Union,  where  he  remained 
three  years.  He  then  moved  to  Hawkeye,  where  he  has  been  an  honored 
resident  for  the  past  fifteen  years.  He  has  an  attractive  and  neat  residence 
here  and  is  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former  years  of  activity.  He  also 
built  and  now  owns  one  of  the  best  business  blocks  in  Hawkeye. 
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On  July  22,  1845,  Mr.  Chamberlin  was  united  in  marriage  to  Dorcas 
M.  Billings,  who  was  born  December  8,  1825,  at  Hartland,  Vermont,  and 
who  passed  to  her  rest  on  April  23,  1902,  after  a  mutually  happy  wedded  life 
of  fifty-seven  years.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Willard  and  Dorcas  (Lamb) 
Billings,  of  Bethel,  Vermont.  Her  father,  who  was  of  English  descent,  was 
born  in  Connecticut  in  1782,  while  her  mother  was  born  in  the  same  state 
in  1787,  being  of  Scotch  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Billings  were  the  parents 
of  the  following  children,  besides  Mrs.  Chamberlin:  Salinda,  the  wife  of 
Ira  Burbank,  who  came  to  Fayette  county  and  settled  in  Bethel  township  in 
1855,  their  last  days  being  spent  in  West  Union.  Hiram,  who  married  in 
Ohio,  died  in  Wapello  county,  Iowa,  leaving  three  children,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  Mrs.  Haugh,  of  Bethel  township.  Chas- 
tina  became  the  wife  of  Robert  Keys,  of  Chicago,  and  in  1849  they  took 
steamer  for  California.  Mr.  Keys  died  en  route  and  was  buried  at  sea. 
His  widow  continued  her  journey  to  California,  where  she  died.  Lorenzo 
married  Maria  Gildersleeve  and  lived  in  Wisconsin.  Almond  died  in  Hart- 
land,  Vermont,  in  early  youth.  Nathan  died  in  Iowa  in  1900.  Edwin  died 
in  Iowa  (date  not  known).  Elias,  a  half  brother,  died  April  3,  1910,  in  Ver¬ 
mont. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chamberlin  the  following  children  were  born:  Louis 
A.  died  in  October,  1901,  at  Hawkeye,  leaving  four  children,  Lucy  Viola, 
Nellie  Emogene,  Dorcas  Ethel  and  George  Marion;  Emma  D.  is  now  living 
in  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  her  husband,  J,  B.  Woodward,  having  died  at 
Hawkeye,  in  September,  1902 ;  her  children  are  Alson  C.,  Willis  B.  and 
Walter  Roy;  Frank  W.,  who  lives  near  Campbell,  Minnesota,  was  married 
twice,  first  to  Nellie  Ward  and  next  to  Hattie  Olcott;  two  children,  Clara 
Belle  and  Ruby,  were  born  to  the  first  union,  and  two,  Beulah  and  Lloyd,  to 
the  second;  Hattie  S.,  who  lives  in  Seattle,  Washington,  is  married  and  the 
mother  of  the  following  children,  Mattie,  Grace,  Susan  and  Glen,  the  latter 
dying  when  five  years  of  age;  Ira  George,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa,  who  is  a 
traveling  salesman  for  the  International  Harvester  Company,  is  married  and 
has  children,  Gladys  Irene,  George  Everett,  Earl  Almond  (died  when  fifteen 
years  old)  and  Harold;  Ida  Grace  has  remained  at  home  with  her  parents. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  in  the  work  of  which  she 
takes  a  great  interest,  being  a  member  of  the  Foreign  Missionary  Society — in 
fact,  she  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  forms  of  church  work. 

Mr.  Chamberlin  is  independent  in  politics,  but  has  filled  nearly  all  the 
township  offices,  having  always  maintained  an  intelligent  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  his  community.  He  served  on  the  grand  jury  that  indicted 
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George  Ostrander  for  wife  murder  and  who  died  in  the  penitentiary.  He 
also  served  on  the  petit  jury  in  the  Ellison  Smith  murder  case,  in  which, 
it  will  be  remembered,  Mr.  Smith  was  acquitted. 

Mi.  Chamberlin  has  always  been  known  as  a  man  of  kindly  disposition, 
pleasant  to  all,  honest  and  thoroughly  trustworthy,  according  to  the  large 
circle  of  acquaintances  which  he  can  claim,  and  because  of  his  uprightness 
and  business  integrity  he  is  respected  and  admired  by  all  who  know  him. 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


The  following  paragraphs  have  reference  to  a  man  who  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  progress  and  advancement  of  this  favored  section 
of  the  Hawkeye  state,  and  who  has  attained  gratifying  success  in  connection 
with  the  development  of  its  resources,  having  for  some  time  devoted  his 
attention  especially  to  the  creamery  business.  He  is  a  native  of  Williamson, 
Wayne  county,  New  York,  where  his  birth  occurred  November  23,  184s. 
He  is  the  son  of  Cullen  B.  and  Catherine  (Brockway)  Adams,  who  farmed  in 
Y\  ilhamson,  New  York.  In  1878  they  came  to  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  lived 
retired,  having  laid  by  a  competency  for  their  old  age  by  their  earlier  years 
of  acti\itv.  They  were  good  and  useful  citizens  and  enjoyed  the  respect  of 
all  whom  they  met. 

John  Q.  Adams  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  Sodus  Academy. 
In  the  spring  of  1868  he  came  to  Richland,  now  Bethel  township,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  worked  by  the  month  at  farming  for  about  six  years 
and  taught  school  for  a  few  terms,  then  engaged  in  farming  for  himself. 
He  has  been  quite  successful  at  it,  so  that  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  Betbel  township,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres. 
\\  hich  lias  been  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  improvements 
and  is  among  the  most  valuable  land  in  the  county.  On  it  stand  an  at¬ 
tractive  and  comfortable  dwelling  and  outbuildings,  and  general  farming 
is  carried  on  in  a  most  successful  manner. 

John  0.  Adams  was  married  in  the  spring  of  1886  to  Amelia  H. 
Wedgwood,  of  Osage,  Iowa,  and  one  child  was  born  to  this  union,  named 
Catha.  Mrs.  Adams  was  called  to  her  rest  in  1891  and  their  only  child 
died  in  1893.  Mr.  Adams  retired  from  active  farming  in  1894.  He  was 
again  married,  on  June  23,  1903,  to  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  (Jamison)  Shaw,  who 
was  born  in  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  1849,  and  came  with  her  par- 
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ents  to  Auburn,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1852.  Thence  they  moved  to  a 
farm  in  Union  township,  where  most  of  her  early  life  was  spent.  She  at¬ 
tended  school  in  West  Union  and  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette 
and  has  been  prominent  in  church  and  social  circles  in  AY  est  Union,  where 
she  moved  in  1882  with  her  mother  after  the  death  of  her  father  in  1881. 
In  1891  she  married  Lawrence  Shaw,  who  was  then  deputy  sheriff  of  Fay¬ 
ette  county  and  who  died  the  same  year.  Her  marriage  to  Mr.  Adams  made 
him  a  resident  of  West  Union,  where  they  occupy  the  homestead,  hei  mother 
having  died  in  1903. 

Mr.  Adams  is  inclined  to  literature  and  has  done  a  great  deal  of  mis¬ 
cellaneous  reading,  being  well  versed  in  English  literature,  and  he  has  won 
a  local  reputation  as  an  able  and  lucid  writer,  especially  of  verse,  which  he 
has  contributed  to  the  home  papers.  They  show  careful  thought  and  excel¬ 
lent  workmanship,  and  that  Mr.  Adams  has  an  eye  for  beauty  and  an  eai 
for  harmony. 

In  1901  Mr.  Adams  assisted  in  organizing  the  Hawkeye  Creamery 
Association,  of  which  he  was  made  secretary,  having  had  two  years  expe¬ 
rience  as  secretary  of  the  Bethel  Creamery  Association,  and  he  stdl  holds 
the  former  position,  the  abundant  success  that  has  attended  the  efforts 
of  the  association  being  due  in  no  small  measure  to  his  close  attention  to  his 
duties  and  his  minute  knowledge  of  the  creamery  business. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  and  po¬ 
litically  Mr.  Adams  is  independent.  He  has  long  taken  considerable  interest 
in  local  political  affairs,  and  has  very  acceptably  served  as  township  clerk 
and  treasurer  of  the  school  funds  of  Bethel  township.  He  is  well  known  and 
popular  throughout  the  county,  owing  to  his  public  spirit,  his  hospitality, 
industry  and  genuine  worth,  being  a  worthy  son  of  a  woithy  sire. 


HON.  WILLIAM  B.  LAKIN. 

From  the  past  the  legacy  of  the  present,  art,  science,  industry,  states¬ 
manship  and  government,  are  accumulations.  They  constitute  an  inheritance 
upon  which  the  present  generation  have  entered  and  the  advantages  secured 
from  so  vast  a  bequeathment  depend  entirely  upon  the  fidelity  with  which 
is  conducted  the  study  of  the  lives  of  the  principal  actors  who  have  tians- 
mitted  and  are  still  transmitting  the  legacy.  This  is  especially  true  of  those 
whose  influence  has  passed  beyond  the  confines  of  locality  and  permeated  the 
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public  life  of  the  state.  To  such  a  careful  study  are  the  life,  character  and 
services  of  William  B.  Lakin  entitled,  not  only  on  the  part  of  the  student  of 
biography,  hut  also  of  every  citizen  who,  guided  by  example,  would  in  the 
present  wisely  build  for  the  future. 

Although  for  some  years  a  resident  of  another  state,  Mr.  Lakin  spent 
the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  Fayette  county  and  while  here  was  perhaps 
more  prominent  in  the  public  mind  and  exerted  a  greater  influence  in  behalf 
of  enterprises  and  measures  for  the  general  good  than  any  other  citizen.  His 
was  indeed  a  strenuous  career,  replete  with  usefulness  to  bis  fellow  men  and 
as  age  grew  on  apace,  in  the  ripeness  of  years  and  experience,  he  calmly 
passed  the  evening  of  his  life  in  the  love  of  family  and  friends  and  in  the 
confidence  of  the  community  which  he  honored  by  his  presence. 

William  B.  Lakin  was  born  at  Point  Pleasant.  Clermont  county,  Ohio, 
May  29,  1831,  being  a  son  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  (Bretney)  Lakin,  na¬ 
tives  of  Kentucky  and  Ohio  respectively.  In  his  youth  he  received  a ’pre¬ 
liminary  educational  training  in  such  schools  as  bis  native  place  afforded  and 
later  attended  Clermont  Academy,  though  somewhat  irregularly,  several 
terms.  This  institution  was  located  fully  three  miles  from  his  home,  which 
distance  he  daily  and  perseveringly  walked  through  all  kinds  of  weather,  so 
bent  was  he  upon  acquiring  the  mental  discipline  necessary  to  success  in  the 
sphere  of  life  he  then  had  in  view.  Actuated  by  a  laudable  desire  for  addi¬ 
tional  scholastic  training,  be  subsequently  became  a  student  of  Farmer's 
College  near  Cincinnati,  where  he  had  for  classmates  Hon.  Benjamin  Har¬ 
rison,  later  President  of  the  United  States,  and  Murat  Halstead,  for  many 
years  one  of  the  most  distinguished  journalists  of  the  country,  also  a  power 
in  political  ciicles.  After  about  one  year  of  persevering  work  in  that  insti¬ 
tution,  Mr.  Lakin  devoted  the  two  ensuing  years  to  the  study  of  law  in  a 
piivate  office,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  be  was  formally  admitted  to 
the  bar,  the  event  of  happy  coincidence  occurring  on  May  29,  1852,  the 
twenty-first  anniversary  of  his  birth. 

After  practicing  his  profession  in  his  native  state  until  1859,  Mr.  Lakin 
settled  in  the  village  of  Fayette,  Iowa,  where  the  following  year  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed,  by  the  board  of  supervisors,  probate  judge  to  fill  a  vacancy,  but  saw 
fit  to  decline  the  honor.  Subsequently,  early  in  1861,  he  took  charge  of  the 
North  Iowa  Observer,  of  which  Dr.  William  Brush  was  publisher,  and  in 
this  capacity  advocated  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  war  compensative  emanci¬ 
pation,  a  scheme  deemed  by  many  not  only  impractical,  but  in  the  highest 
degree  chimerical  and  visionary.  Again,  in  1867,  he  had  editorial  charge  of 
the  Observer  and  was  also  one  of  the  publishers  of  the  paper  that  year,  which 
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was  memorable  as  seeing  the  last  decisive  contest  between  Fayette  and  West 
Union  in  the  county-seat  issue,  a  contest  in  which  it  is  needless  to  state  that 
he  took  an  active  and  prominent  part  and  through  the  medium  of  his  paper 
wielded  strong  influence  for  the  success  of  the  place. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Lakin  was  always  a  stalwart  Republican  and  as  such 
exercised  a  strong  influence  for  his  party,  both  in  local  and  state  affairs, 
while  a  resident  of  Fayette  county.  In  1862  he  was  elected  to  represent  the 
county  m  the  lower  house  of  the  General  Assembly  and  his  ability  in  that 
body  was  such  that  four  years  later  he  was  further  honored  by  being  elected 
to  the  Senate,  where  by  efficient  and  untiring  effort  in  behalf  of  his  con¬ 
stituency  he  met  the  high  expectations  of  his  friends  and  earned  an  honorable 
reputation  as  legislator.  Meantime  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  district  court 
and  in  1863  was  appointed  by  Abraham  Lincoln  allotment  commissioner, 
discharging  the  duties  of  both  positions  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to 
himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public.  Under  President  Cleveland  he 
served  as  postmaster  at  Fayette,  in  this,  as  in  the  various  other  positions 
to  which  called,  proving  capable  and  painstaking  and  in  the  full  sense  of  the 
term  a  courteous  and  obliging  public  servant. 

For  many  years  Mr.  Lakin  was  one  of  the  most  active  and  useful  men  in 
Fayette  county  and  he  made  his  influence  felt  in  all  that  concerned  the  wel¬ 
fare  of  his  fellowmen.  An  orator  of  pronounced  ability,  his  services  were 
always  in  great  demand  during  the  political  contests,  for  as  a  campaign 
speaker  he  had  no  superiors  in  his  part  of  the  state.  Some,  it  is  tine,  might 
have  excelled  him  in  flowery  language  and  oratorical  verbiage,  but  in  dis¬ 
cussing  the  issues  of  the  day  his  clear,  explicit  statements  and  cogent,  logical 
reasoning,  fortified  by  sound  deductions  and  when  necessaiy  by  ridicule  and 
sarcasm,  left  him  without  a  peer  on  the  hustings.  He  was  always  the  chief 
speaker  in  political  debates  and  defended  the  principles  of  Republicanism 
invariably  to  the  discomfiture  of  all  who  were  pitted  against  him.  In  the 
midst  of  the  thronging  cares  and  demands  of  a  busy  life  he  was  always  ap¬ 
proachable,  gracious  in  his  association  with  his  fellows  and  enjoyed  the  pei- 
sonal  popularity  which  was  the  natural  result  of  his  characteristics.  He 
gained  a  reputation  as  a  man  well  equipped  equally  with  the  solid  and  bril¬ 
liant  qualities  essential  to  material  success,  but  above  this  he  ordered  his  life 
on  the  high  plane  which  included  a  deep  sense  of  his  stewardship  and  an 
appreciation  of  the  responsibilities  which  rested  upon  him  as  a  citizen  and  in¬ 
fluential  factor  of  the  body  politic. 

A  matter  worthy  of  record  is  the  fact  that  Mr.  Lakin’s  native  town  was 
also  the  birthplace  of  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant  and  it  is  inteiesting  to  note  that  that 
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distinguished  military  chieftain  and  President  was  born  in  the  same  house  in 
which  Caroline  M.  Thompson,  wife  of  the  subject,  first  saw  the  light  of  day. 
1  he  marriage  of  Mr.  Lakin  and  Miss  Thompson,  daughter  of  Wilson  L.  and 
Xancy  H.  (Sherwin)  Thompson,  which  was  solemnized  on  the  29th  day  of 
October,  1861,  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  namely:  Mrs.  Mabel 
Lakin  Patterson,  Corwin  Thompson,  Anna  Eliza,  Frederick  James,  Caroline 
Louise  and  William  Parker  Lakin.  Mr.  Lakin  died  January  7,  1910,  at 
Miles  City,  Montana.  His  patient  resignation  during  a  long  affliction  from 
1  heumatism  endeared  him  to  his  friends,  while  his  cheerful  and  intelligent 
personality  impressed  them  with  the  earnest  interest  he  ever  had  in  the*  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  life.  The  many  beautiful  tributes  of  love  and  affection  that 
surrounded  him  in  his  last  hours  bore  testimony  to  the  esteem  in  which  he 
was  held  by  the  community.  He  died  as  he  had  lived,  a  true  believer  in  the 
just  dispensation  of  a  wise  and  loving  Father  in  whom  he  believed  and  trusted. 

AIis.  Lakin,  who  is  a  woman  of  gentle  refinement  and  gracious  pres¬ 
ence,  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  the  social  life  of  the  places  where  she 
has  made  her  home  and  commands  the  appreciative  regard  of  all  who  come 
m  contact  with  her  kindly  influence.  She  is  an  artist  of  recognized  ability 
and  for  many  years  was  at  the  head  of  the  art  department  of  the  Upper  Iowa 
University  at  Fayette  as  teacher  of  painting  and  drawing.  The  sons  are 
prosperous  and  respected  men  of  Miles  City,  Montana,  to  which  place  the 
parents  removed  in  the  year  1905.  Thus  in  a  rather  cursory  way  have  been 
set  forth  the  leading  facts  and  characteristics  in  the  life  of  one  of  Fayette 
county’s  most  notable  and  influential  men  of  affairs.  Always  devoted  to  the 
public  service  and  to  the  improvement  of  his  town  and  county,  he  was  beloved 
by  his  fiiends,  admired  and  esteemed  by  the  community  and  his  career  was 
crowned  with  honor  and  sustained  by  popular  approval. 


HIRAM  R.  PALMER. 

Hiram  R.  Palmer,  dealer  in  dry  goods,  groceries,  shoes,  etc.,  in  Hawk- 
eye,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native-born  Iowan.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Oxford,  Jones  county,  November  14,  1858,  and  he  is  one  of  nine  children 
whose  parents  are  William  W.  and  Susan  A.  (Carnicle)  Palmer.  The  father 
was  born  in  Morgan  county,  Ohio,  November  28,  1819,  and  there  married 
in  1848,  his  wife  having  been  born  in  the  same  place  September  12,  1829. 
Their  children  are  as  follows:  Martha  E.,  who  was  born  December  31, 
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1850,  and  became  the  wife  of  B.  P.  Riley,  of  San  Jose,  California;  Oscar 
J.,  who  was  born  October  8,  1852,  wedded  Mate  Palen,  and  is  now  residing 
in  San  Jose,  California,  where  he  is  engaged  in  merchandising;  Amanda  J., 
who  died  in  infancy;  Jasper  J.,  retired,  who  was  born  July  11,  1855,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Emma  Coonfare;  Priscilla  J.,  born  January  18,  1861,  is  the  wife  of 
William  J.  Bigger,  of  San  Jose,  California,  where  Jasper  also  resides;  Levi 
L.,  born  February  1,  1864,  married  Ida  Perry,  of  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  and 
is  living  in  San  Jose;  Sarah  B.  died  in  infancy;  and  Jacob  E.,  of  Campbell, 
California,  who  married’ Myrtle  Fitch,  of  West  Union,  Iowa. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  lived  at  home  with  his  parents  in  Jones, 
Clinton  and  Jackson  counties  until  1875,  in  which  year  he  located  at  Straw¬ 
berry  Point,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  creamery  business  with  the 
Kingsley  brothers.  On  severing  that  connection  he  spent  two  and  one-half 
years  in  Brush  Creek  (now  Arlington),  Iowa,  where  he  was  employed  as  a 
salesman  in  a  general  merchandise  establishment.  On  the  19th  of  September, 
1880,  he  was  married  to  Isodene  Chesley,  of  Volga  City,  Iowa,  a  daughter 
of  Norman  and  Lucy  A.  (Phillips)  Chesley.  Her  father  was  born  in  Can¬ 
ada  in  1827,  was  a  practicing  attorney  and  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-first  Iowa 
Infantry,  his  death  occurring  during  his  service,  on  the  21st  of  April,  1865. 
Mrs.  Chesley  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  March  26,  1840,  and  their  marriage 
was  celebrated  April  19,  i860,  at  Monona,  Clayton  county,  Iowa.  After 
the  death  of  her  first  husband  she  became  the  wife  of  Francis  F.  Goodwin, 
of  Volga  City,  Iowa.  By  the  first  marriage  were  born  three  daughters : 
Mrs.  Palmer;  Ella  B.  and  Eva  B.,  twins,  who  were  born  in  Volga  City, 
Iowa,  March  8,  1864.  Both  engaged  in  teaching  until  Ella  B.  was  married, 
October  30,  1887,  to  J.  W.  McGregor.  He  was  formerly  from  Hamilton, 
Canada,  and  graduated  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Michigan  in' Ann 
Arbor;  he  died  in  Denver,  Colorado,  January  29,  1908;  Eva  Blanch  was 
married  October  12,  1892,  to  William  F.  Yearouse,  of  Volga  City,  Iowa. 

Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  at  Monona,  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  January  7, 
1862,  and  during  her  early  womanhood  followed  the  teacher’s  profession 
for  some  time.  By  her  marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  four  children: 
Chesley  R.,  born  at  Strawberry  Point,  Iowa,  August  21,  1881;  Mildred  B., 
born  January  26,  1885,  at  Brush  Creek;  Kingsley  R.,  born  at  West  Union, 
Iowa,  August  18,  1893;  and  Russell  R.,  born  at  West  Union,  Iowa, 
July  29,  1897. 

Mr.  Palmer’s  father  .was  a  shoemaker  by  trade  and  followed  that  busi¬ 
ness  in  early  life.  He  came  to  Iowa  in  1852  and  bought  a  farm  in  Jones 
county.  There  for  a  number  of  years  he  followed  farming,  carpenter  work 
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and  (in  winters)  shoemaking.  Finally  he  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  Cedar 
vapids,  where  he  was  engaged  as  a  contractor  and  builder  until  his  death 
m  1889  He  was  then  seventy  years  of  age.  His  widow,  an  octogenarian, 
makes  her  home  among  her  children,  mostly  in  California.  H.  R.  Palmer 
remained  with  his  parental  family  until  grown  to  manhood.  He  received 
h.s  education  m  the  public  schools  of  Jones,  Clinton  and  Jackson  counties 
and  in  1873  started  out  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  business  world.  His 
rst  employment  was  with  the  Kingsley  brothers,  in  the  creamery  business 
at  Strawberry  Point,  Clayton  county.  He  was  with  this  firm  'for  seven 
years.  After  severing  his  connection  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk  and  sales¬ 
man  in  mercantile  business  at  Brush  Creek  (now  Arlington)  for  two  and  one- 
half  years.  He  came  to  Hawkeye  in  1886  and  started  in  business  on  his  own 
account.  His  beginning  was  small  and  means  limited,  but  he  was  thorough¬ 
ly  conversant  with  all  details  of  the  business,  was  a  good  salesman  and  "an 
affable  and  agreeable  man  who  was  soon  surrounded  with  friends  and  pa¬ 
trons  who  assisted  him  to  a  position  of  prominence  and  affluence  in  the  mer¬ 
cantile  world.  His  business  grew  with  the  passing  years,  until  his  store  has 

jeen  lecogmzed  as  the  leading  business  house  in  Hawkeye  for  a  number  of 
years. 

Mr.  Palmer  has  been  prospered  and,  through  his  own  efforts,  has  ac¬ 
cumulated  considerable  property  in  the  thriving  town  and  has  been  signallv 
honored  by  its  people.  He  served  twelve  years  as  a  president  of  the  school 
board  and  was  an  important  factor  at  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  the 
organization  of  the  independent  school  district,  and  the  building  of  the’  fine 
school  house,  of  which  every  citizen  is  justly  proud.  In  addition  to  these 
things,  much  of  the  material  progress  of  the  town  is  due  to  the  public  spirit 
and  enterprise  of  H.  R.  Palmer.  The  subject  of  this  article  has  always  been 
an  active,  working  member  of  the  Republican  party  and  a  recognized  leader 
m  local  politics.  In  1893  he  was  elected  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  district 
court  and  was  re-elected  in  1895  and  again  in  1897.  During  these  six  years  ■ 
in  official  life  he  and  his  family  lived  in  West  Union,  and  the  store  and  busi¬ 
ness  was  managed  by  his  brother,  J.  E.  Palmer,  formerly  chief  clerk  and 
salesman  in  the  same  business,  who  is  now  manager  of  an  extensive  mercan¬ 
tile  institution  at  Campbell,  California.  After  the  return  of  H.  R.  Palmer 
to  his  business  at  Hawkeye  his  son,  Chesley,  was  employed  in  the  store  for 
several  years;  but  he  is  now  city  salesman  for  Cluett,  Peabody  &  Company 
in  Chicago.  He  was  married  to  Ella  Zins,  of  Chicago,  October  31,  1908.  in 
which  city  they  now  reside. 

Kingsley  R.  Palmer  is  a  student  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  and  Rus- 
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sell  R.  is  attending  school  in  Hawkeye.  Mildred,  a  young  lady  of  fine  at¬ 
tainments  and  prepossessing  appearance,  has  spent  most  of  her  time  for  the 
last  two  or  three  years  among  the  numerous  California  relatives.  She  is  still 
a  cherished  member  of  the  parental  family. 

H.  R.  Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  principal  fraternal  orders,  and  is  well 
advanced  in  Masonry,  in  which  fraternity  he  has  been  honored  with  high 
official  positions.  He  is  a  member  of  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47, 
Knights  Templar,  of  West  Union,  serving  as  eminent  commander  in  1903, 
and  he  and  his  accomplished  wife  are  members  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star  in  the  same  town.  He  was  worthy  patron  of  said  order  for  two  years. 
His  blue  lodge  membership  is  with  the  West  Union  lodge  and  his  affiliations 
in  the  Royal  Arch  Masons  are  in  the  Fayette  chapter. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  a  gentleman  of  much  more  than  ordinary  business  at¬ 
tainments.  His  success  is  wholly  due  to  his  own  unaided  efforts.  A  genial, 
companionable  disposition,  coupled  with  his  inherent  ability  to  say  “yes”  or 
“no”  without  offense,  when  his  personal  interests  dictate  the  word  to  use,  are 
the  leading  characteristics  of  his  business  progress.  This  applies  to  buying  as 
well  as  selling  merchandise. 


GEORGE  W.  GILBERT. 

Among  the  honored  old  pioneers  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  occupies  a  conspicuous  position.  A  life  of  good  purpose  and 
unimpeached  integrity  has  won  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this 
nature.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  native  of  western  Canada,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  28th  day  of  February,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Pratt)  Gilbert,  tie  is  of  stanch  Irish  stock,  his  grandfather  Gilbert  having 
come  to  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  On  the  maternal  side  his  ances¬ 
tors  were  English,  his  maternal  great-grandfather  having  been  born  in  that 
country,  as  was  his  son,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  later 
locating  in  Canada,  where  his  daughter,  the  subject’s  mother,  was  born. 
The  old  Revolutionary  veteran  referred  to  was  the  father  of  twenty-three 
children  and  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-three  years.  He  was  three 
times  married  and  the  subject’s  mother  was  born  to  the  first  wife.  The  grand¬ 
parents  were  all  tillers  of  the  soil  and  were  energetic  and  enterprising  people, 
standing  high  in  their  respective  communities.  William  Gilbert  was  born  in 
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New  \  ork  city  February  18,  1810,  and  his  wife  Rebecca  first  saw  the  light  of 
day  m  Canada  on  February  u,  1821.  The  former  died  in  1889,  at  the  age 

W-irVCn  rTC  yrarS’  and  thC  Iattei‘  hl  l862’  at  the  a^e  of  forty^ne  years. 

.  am  Gllbert  h!ed  111  hls  native  city  until  he  had  reached  his  majority, 
w  len  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he  married.  About  1845  the  family  moved 
to  Rockford,  Illinois,  where  they  resided  until  about  1864,  when  they  came 
to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located  at  Eldorado.  In  the  winter  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year  they  moved  to  Charles  City,  this  state,  where  they  lived  eight 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  they  went  to  northern  Minnesota  and  took  up  a 
cla  m  adjoining  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservation.  When  about  seventy-five 
years  old,  William  Gilbert  went  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lois  Davis,  at 
Saginaw,  Michigan,  where  his  death  occurred,  his  remains  being  taken  to 
Rockford,  Illinois,  for  interment.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  was 
again  married  while  residing  at  Rockford,  and  by  the  second  union  he’ had  two 
sons,  three  children  having  been  born  to  the  first  union,  namely:  Geor°e  W., 
tlie  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rebecca,  who  lives  at  Lansing,  Michigan,  and 
Lois,  now  deceased.  1  he  children  of  the  second  union  were  Theodore  a 
resident  of  Minnesota,  and  Henry,  who  lives  at  Detroit  City,  Minnesota 
iheir  mother  is  now  living  in  California.  William  Gilbert  was  an  indus¬ 
trious  and  energetic  man.  He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter  and  joiner  and  mill¬ 
wright.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  an  abolitionist  and  took  an  active  part 
in  politics  after  the  war.  He  was  widely  known  and  in  whatever  company 
he  happened  to  be  he  was  perfectly  at  home,  being  himself  somewhat  of  an 
entertainer.  Through  his  energetic  habits  and  wise  management  he  was 
always  in  fair  pecuniary  circumstances.  In  church  work  he  was  active,  being 
prominent  in  the  Baptist  society,  and  he  was  ever  found  in  support  of  move&- 
ments  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 


George  W.  Gilbert  was  reared  in  the  paternal  home  and  in  his  youth  at¬ 
tended  the  public  schools  in  Rockford,  Illinois.  His  studies  were  inter- 
uipted,  however,  by  the  sounds  of  the  impending  conflict  which  was  then 
about  to  burst  over  the  nation,  and  when  the  President’s  call  for  volunteers 
was  issued,  he  responded  promptly,  enlisting  at  Rockford,  at  the  age  of  nine¬ 
teen  years,  in  Company  D,  Eleventh  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry. 
The  command  first  went  into  camp  at  Bird’s  Point,  Missouri,  where  they 
lemained  during  the  winter  of  1861-62.  Subsequently  the  regiment  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  followed  by  Shiloh, 
these  being  the  most  important  battles  in  the  history  of  the  regiment.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  the  subject  was  detailed  to  the  boat  “City  of  Mem¬ 
phis,”  to  help  care  for  the  wounded,  and  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he 
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helped  to  carry  many  dead  and  wounded  soldiers  from  the  field.  General 
Grant  designated  him  as  a  nurse  on  the  boat  mentioned,  which  position  he 
retained  for  four  or  five  weeks,  then  becoming  the  steward  of  the  boat.  He 
had  charge  of  about  fifty  nurses  and  the  boat  was  kept  busily  engaged  trans¬ 
ferring  sick  soldiers  from  the  South,  usually  carrying  six  hundred  and  seven 
hundred  sick  and  wounded  men  at  each  trip.  After  this  he  was  detailed  as 
a  cook  in  the  Cairo  hospital,  but  soon  afterwards  was  himself  taken  sick  and 
confined  in  the  same  hospital.  On  his  recovery  he  was  made  chief  cook, 
which  he  retained  for  some  time.  He  then  rejoined  his  regiment  and  was 
discharged  from  the  service  because  of  physical  disability.  When  he  entered 
the  service,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  a  strong  and  robust  man,  but  when  he  left  the 
army  he  weighed  but  eighty-five  pounds. 

After  the  completion  of  his  military  service  Mr.  Gilbert  returned  to  his 
former  home  at  Rockford,  where  he  remained  about  a  yeai  and  then  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Auburn  township.  During  the  following 
ten  years  he  was  successfully  engaged  there  in  the  tilling  of  the  soil,  but  in 
1876  he  came  to  West  Union,  where  he  has  since  lived.  Being  an  expeit 
mechanic,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  kept  busily  employed,  but  of  lecent 
years  he  has  been  living  practically  retired  from  active  labor.  He  is  a  man 
of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  is  well  liked  in  the  circles  in  which  he 
moves. 

On  February  25,  1866,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Dewey,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Dewey,  her  birth  having  occurred  No¬ 
vember  2,  1844,  near  New  Richmond,  Montgomery  county,  this  state.  The 
Dewey  family  was  originally  from  Maryland,  going  from  that  state  fiist  to 
Ohio,  and  thence  coming  to  Iowa.  They  were  farming  people  and  occupied 
a  prominent  position  in  their  community.  Of  their  eight  childien,  Mis.  Gil¬ 
bert  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  she  being  a  twin  to  a  brother  who  is  now 
deceased.  The  Dewey  family  arrived  in  Fayette  county  in  1856,  locating 
near  Eldorado.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  been  born  two  children,  name¬ 
ly:  Maud,  born  August  28,  1871,  became  the  wife  of  Earl  Ostrander,  of  this 
county,  and  they  have  a  boy,  Jesse,  now  two  years  old;  Olive,  born  May  19, 
1877,  is  the  wife  of  Carl  Ostrander,  and  they  have  one  child,  Edith  Elizabeth, 
three  years  old.  Carl  and  Earl  Ostrandei  are  twins. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  faith  and  has  held 
several  township  offices,  being  at  present  the  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  he 
is  giving  eminently  satisfactory  service.  He  has  long  taken  an  active  interest 
in  agricultural  matters,  being  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Fair  Associa¬ 
tion.  On  the  fair  grounds  is  a  typical  log  cabin,  in  which  are  kept  many 
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valuable  and  interesting  relics  of  the  early  pioneer  days  and  which  is  always 
the  center  of  interest  for  visitors.  This  cabin  Mr.  Gilbert  himself  built  and 
presented  to  the  Old  Settlers’  Association  for  the  specific  purpose  to  which 
it  is  devoted,  and  be  was  appointed  the  superintendent  of  the  building,  a  posi¬ 
tion  be  still  retains.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  the  possessor  of  a  number  of  interesting 
o  d  relics,  one  of  them  being  an  old  map  and  railroad  guide  that  was  pub¬ 
lished  in  1845,  before  the  state  of  Iowa  was  admitted  to  the  Union.  It  is  an 
interesting  relic  and  by  contrast  emphasizes  the  wonderful  development  which 
las  taken  place  in  this  state.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  also  the  owner  of  the  celebrated 
cabin  which  was  used  during  the  first  Presidential  campaign  of  Benjamin 
Hamson,  having  been  made  for  the  Harrison  Club  of  West  Union.  Several 
attempts  have  been  made  to  destroy  or  steal  the  cabin,  but  it  is  still  intact 
and  lias  been  made  use  of  a  number  of  times  by  the  Modern  Woodmen  and 
others  at  different  times.  Fraternally  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  member  of  Post 
No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  West  Union,  and  was  at  one  time 
commander  of  the  Veterans’  Association  of  Fayette  county.  Religiously  he 
is  a  Baptist,  holding  membership  with  the  church  of  that  denomination  at 
A\  est  Union.  He  and  his  wife  are  living  quietly  and  unostentatiously  in  their 
comfortable  home  at  West  Union  and  they  enjoy  the  friendship  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances.  They  give  a  cordial  welcome  to  all  who  enter  their 
home,  the  spirit  of  true-hearted  hospitality  being  ever  in  evidence. 


ALBERT  B.  STUART,  M.  D. 

Although  yet  a  young  man,  Dr.  Albert  B.  Stuart  has  won  definite  suc¬ 
cess  in  one  of  the  most  exacting  of  professions,  one  that  requires  persis¬ 
tency,  close  application  and  the  exercise  of  many  attributes  of  character  that 
go  to  make  the  alert  business  man  and  the  refined  gentleman — the  tact  that 
wms  and  retains  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom  he  mingles. 
He  comes  from  an  excellent  ancestry,  people  Who  were  influential  in  the 
early  development  of  the  Hawkeye  state.  He  was  born  in  Lucas  county, 
Iowa,  September  1,  1881,  the  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  McKendree  and  Ruth  H. 
(Huff)  Stuart,  the  former  a  native  of  West  Virginia  and  the  latter  of  Iowa. 
The  Doctor’s  paternal  grandfather.  Rev.  David  Orr  Stuart,  was  a  native  of 
Vest  Virginia,  his  parents  having  come  from  Scotland  to  America  in  an 
early  day.  The  Doctor’s  father  served  throughout  the  Civil  war  as  first 
lieutenant  of  a  company  of  West  Virginia  cavalry.  The  paternal  great- 
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grandfather  was  also  a  minister,  and  the  paternal  grandfather  is  still  actively 
engaged  in  the  ministry,  having  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-four 
years ;  he  has  been  a  power  for  good  during  his  long  service  in  the  spreading 
of  the  Gospel.  The  Stuart  family  has  been  prominent  in  West  Virginia  for 
many  generations,  since  the  first  member  of  the  family  settled  there  after  his 
arrival  from  the  hills  of  heather  and  bluebells.  Rev.  Thomas  McKendree 
Stuart  is  pastor  of  a  church  at  Dunlap,  Iowa,  and  he,  too,  has  done  a  very 
commendable  work  wherever  he  has  resided.  He  received  part  of  his  educa¬ 
tion  at  Kenton  College  and  the  Kansas  Theological  University  conferred 
upon  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity.  He  is  an  eloquent  and  earnest 
advocate  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Nazarene  and  profoundly  versed  in  the  Scrip¬ 
tures. 

The  Huff  family  came  to  Iowa  from  Danville,  Indiana,  in  an  early  day 
and  settled  in  Fremont  county  where  Mr.  Huff  developed  a  good  farm  on 
which  he  spent  his  last  days  and  became  well  known  in  his  community. 

To  Rev.  Thomas  M.  Stuart  and  wife  four  sons  were  born  and  all  grew 
to  maturity,  namely:  David  E.,  an  attorney  living  at  Council  Bluffs;  Thomas 
E.,  living  at  Omaha,  Nebraska,  is  chief  electrician  of  the  Union  Pacific  Rail¬ 
road  Company;  Frederick  C.,  living  in  Houston,  Texas,  is  chief  civil  engineer 
of  a  prominent  railroad;  Dr.  Albert  B.,  of  this  review. 

Doctor  Stuart  was  educated  at  the  West  Union  high  school  and  he 
received  his  medical  education  at  the  University  of  Nebraska,  where  he 
made  a  splendid  record  and  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1904. 
He  first  located  at  Des  Moines  and  he  practiced  there  until  1906,  when  he 
came  to  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  where  he  has  since  been  practicing,  hav¬ 
ing  built  up  quite  an  extensive  patronage  with  the  town  and  surrounding 
country,  his  success  as  a  general  practitioner  being  recognized  from  the  first 
and  he  is  kept  constantly  busy  attending  to  his  numerous  duties.  While  at 
Des  Moines  he  was  first  assistant  for  the  Nebraska  institution  for  the  Feeble 
Minded  at  Beatrice.  Later  he  was  professor  of  chemical  surgery  at  Drake 
University  and  performed  his  duties  there  with  a  fidelity  and  deftness  that 
won  the  praise  of  all  concerned. 

Doctor  Stuart  is  a  member  of  the  Commercial  Club  of  West  Union, 
also  the  Polk  County  Medical  Association,  the  Fayette  County  Medical  As¬ 
sociation  and  the  Iowa  State  Medical  Association.  Fraternally,  he  belongs 
to  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the 
Phi  Rho  Sigma,  in  all  of  which  he  takes  much  interest. 

The  Doctor  was  married  on  October  24,  1904,  to  Anna  McDonald,  of 
Des  Moines,  a  lady  of  talent  and  refinement,  and  the  representative  of  an 
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influential  and  well  established  family  of  Des  Moines.  This  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son,  Donald  McDonald. 

The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  popular  with  a  wide  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  in  West  Union  or  wherever  they  are  known. 


GUY  LYMAN  RAWSON. 

Fealty  to  facts  in  the  analyzation  of  the  character  of  a  citizen  of  the  type 
of  Guy  Lyman  Rawson,  the  popular  and  able  cashier  of  the  German-American 
National  Bank  at  Arlington,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  all  that  is  required  to 
make  a  biographical  sketch  interesting  to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good 
will  of  the  community,  because  it  is  the  honorable  reputation  of  the  men  of 
standing  and  affairs,  more  than  any  other  consideration  that  gives  character 
and  stability  to  the  body  politic  and  makes  the  true  glory  of  a  town  or  com¬ 
munity  revered  at  home  and  respected  abroad.  In  the  broad  light  which 
things  of  good  report  ever  invite,  the  name  and  character  of  Mr.  Rawson 
stand  revealed  and  secure,  and  though  of  rather  modest  demeanor,  with  no 
ambition  to  distinguish  himself  in  public  position  as  a  leader  of  men,  his 
career  so  far  has  been  signally  honorable  and  successful,  and  the  fact  that  he 
is  still  a  young  man  and  because  he  has  made  such  an  excellent  record  in  the 
past,  the  future  augurs,  for  him,  much  of  good  and  promise. 

Mr.  Rawson  is  a  native  of  this  county  and  the  scion  of  an  excellent  old 
family,  his  birth  having  occurred  on  January  17,  1873.  He  is  the  son  of 
Walter  and  Hattie  (Gibbs)  Rawson.  Guy  L.  Rawson  is  extensively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  tbe  lumber  business  at  Arlington,  Fayette  county, 
and  at  Volga,  Clayton  county,  besides  his  responsible  and  important  position 
in  the  German-American  National  Bank  here.  He  is  a  man  of  much  in¬ 
fluence  in  this  community,  in  public,  commercial  and  social  affairs,  and  he 
has  lived  an  upright  life  so  that  he  has  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  every¬ 
one.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  business  ability,  as  was 
his  honored  father  before  him. 

Guy  L.  Rawson  received  a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his 
native  county,  later  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University  at  Fayette,  where 
he  made  an  excellent  record  and  from  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in 
1897.  He  started  in  life  as  a  teacher,  which  profession  he  followed  with 
signal  success  for  a  period  of  ten  years  in  Arlington,  being  principal  of  the 
schools  here  during  that  time  With  the  exception  of  two  years,  and  as  such 
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he  did  a  noble  and  most  commendable  work  in  strengthening  and  building  up 
the  splendid  educational  system  here.  He  Was  popular  with  both  pupil  and 
patron  and  held  high  rank  among  the  educators  of  this  section  of  the  state. 
But  tiring  of  the  school-room  and  believing  that  the  business  world  held 
greater  advantages  for  him,  he  turned  his  attention  to  banking,  becoming 
cashier  of  the  German- American  National  Bank  of  Arlington  upon  its  or¬ 
ganization.  It  opened  its  doors  for  business  on  July  1,  1910,  and  is  making- 
rapid  progress.  Its  officers  are:  T.  J.  Ainsworth,  president;  J.  C.  Wilken, 
vice-president;  Guy  L.  Rawson,  cashier.  These  gentlemen  are  all  popular 
and  well  established  business  men  of  this  community. 

On  June  26,  1904,  Mr.  Rawson  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lilly  G. 
Walrath,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Arlington,  Iowa.  After  passing 
through  the  local  schools,  she  attended  Drake  University  at  DesMoines,  Iowa, 
and  she  is  a  lady  of  education,  culture  and  refinement.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  Marvin  and  Margaret  (Thompson)  Walrath.  Her  father  was  engaged 
in  the  hardware  business  in  Arlington  for  many  years,  but  sold  out  a  few 
years  ago,  and  moved  to  Des  Moines,  where  he  is  now  living  retired. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rawson  has  been  graced  by  the  birth  of  one 
child,  a  son,  Kenneth  A.,  born  December  10,  1905. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Rawson  is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  and  the  Woodmen,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  and  liberal  sup¬ 
porters  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  Politically,  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  and  his  wife  are  popular  in  the  social  life  of  the  community  and  number 
their  friends  only  by  the  limits  of  their  acquaintance. 


JAMES  M.  LISHER. 

This  well  known  and  popular  business  man  is  an  honored  resident  of 
West  Union  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been  one  of  the  leading  citizens 
of  Fayette  county.  He  springs  from  an  old  and  highly  esteemed  family  of 
Shelby  county,  Indiana,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  the  4th  day  of  February, 
1844,  and  where  his  parents,  James  N.  and  Elizabeth  (Porter)  Lisher,  set¬ 
tled  while  the  foot  of  the  red  man  still  pressed  the  soil.  The  father,  a  native 
of  Providence,  Rhode  Island,  was  a  typical  pioneer  of  the  early  times,  took 
an  active  part  in  the  development  of  the  section  of  country  in  which  he  lo¬ 
cated  and  was  long  an  influential  man  among  his  neighbors  and  fellow  citi- 
Leaving  the  Hoosier  state  a  number  of  years  ago,  he  emigrated  to 
(86) 
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Illinois,  thence  to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  of  which  he  was  also  a  pioneer 
lesident,  and  there  finished  his  earthly  sojourn,  dying  at  the  town  of  Waukon 
in  187.1,  aged  seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Lisher,  who  was  born  July  8  1817  in 
Tennessee,  departed  this  life,  June,  1907,  at  Carthage,  South  Dakota. 

Ihese  parents  moved  from  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  in  1853  and  located 
m  Allamakee  county,  where  Mr.  Lisher  purchased  a  tract  of  government 
land  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre,  the  same  being  in  what  is 
now  Hanover  township,  which  at  that  time  was  not  organized.  He  cleared 
UP  a  farm  of  one  hundred  twenty  acres,  but  the  loss  of  four  hundred  dollars 
on  account  of  defective  mail  service  embarrassed  him  considerably  and 
caused  much  delay  in  the  payment  on  bis  land.  Mr.  Lisher  resided  on  the 
farm  in  Allamakee  county,  which  he  cleared  and  improved,  until  1868,  when 
be  sold  out  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Waukon,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
dd  (T  his  life.  He  served  about  one  year  in  the  late  Civil  war  with  “The 
Iowa  Gray  Beards."  He  was  three  times  married,  Elizabeth  Porter  being  his 
last  wife,  and  by  her  lie  had  eight  children;  by  his  previous  marriages  there 
were  ten  offspring,  making  his  family  of  eighteen  children  the  largest  in  the 
community  where  he  lived.  Of  the  seven  full  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  sub¬ 
ject,  only  two  survive,  two  having  died  in  infancy  and  the  other  three  in 
childhood.  Those  now  living  are  Mrs.  Elizabeth  M.  Madson,  of  Carthage, 
South  Dakota,  and  Madford  G.  Lisher,  of  Vancouver,  Washington,  a  civil 
engineer  by  profession,  but  at  the  present  time  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business  in  the  city  of  his  residence. 

James  M.  Lisher  was  quite  young  when  his  parents  left  Indiana  and  at 
the  age  of  nine  was  taken  by  them  to  Allamakee  county,  Iowa,  where  in  a 
rude  log  school  house  he  received  a  limited  educational  training.  Reared 
amid  the  stirring  scenes  and  actives  duties  of  the  pioneer  period,  he  early 
became  a  valuable  assistant  in  clearing  and  developing  the  farm,  but  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  severed  home  ties  and  tendered  his  services  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  enlisting  in  1862  in  Company  B,  Second  Battalion  Sixteenth  United' 
States  Infantry,  which  was  assigned  to  duty  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
Later  his  command  was  transferred  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  with 
which  he  saw  much  active  service,  including  a  number  of  battles  and  skir¬ 
mishes,  the  first  important  engagement  in  which  he  took  part  being  at  Stone 
River.  At  the  bloody  battle  of  Chickamauga,  September  19,  1863,  be.  with 
a  number  of  his  comrades,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  and  was  held  a 
prisoner  eighteen  months  and  nineteen  days,  during  which  time  he  was  in 
several  prisons,  including  Libby,  Danville  and  Andersonville,  having  been  in- 
caiceiated  in  the  one  last  named  for  a  period  of  eleven  months. 
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Mr.  Lisher  entered  the  army  with  a  vigorous  constitution,  robust  health 
and  buoyant,  happy  nature,  which  enabled  him  to  meet  the  duties  of  military 
life  with  comparative  ease  and  it  was  to  these  that  he  was  largely  indebted 
for  coming  safely  through  his  long  and  trying  experiences  in  the  foul  prison 
pens  where  he  saw  many  of  his  comrades  die  like  sheep  from  want,  privation 
and  the  inhuman  cruelty  of  heartless  and  unfeeling  guards.  Endowed  by 
nature  with  a  strong  will,  he  determined  not  to  succumb  and  from  day  to  day 
he  endeavored  to  impart  to  his  fellow  prisoners  some  of  his  own  cheerful 
spirit,  with  the  result  that  he  not  only  encouraged  them  but  strengthened  him¬ 
self  for  the  further  trying  ordeals  through  which  he  was  obliged  to  pass. 
Owine  to  his  strong:  constitution  and  determination  to  make  the  most  of  cir- 
cumstances,  he  was  finally  detailed  to  act  as  nurse  and  cook,  in  which  capac¬ 
ities  he  continued  until  liberated,  at  which  time  his  former  splendid  physique 
had  been  reduced  to  barely  ninety  pounds. 

Mr.  Lisher  obtained  his  freedom  at  Black  River  Bridge,  Mississippi, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  returned  to  the  parental  home,  where  in  due  time  he 
regained  his  health  and  strength,  and  where  he  remained  until  1868,  working 
about  one  and  a  half  years  the  meanwhile  for  Judge  Burdick,  of  Decorah, 
and  devoting  the  remainder  of  the  interval  to  the  livery  business  at  Waukon. 
On  April  5,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Mary  A.  Adams,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  later  took  charge  of  a  hotel  in  Lansing,  Iowa,  which  he  ran  with  en¬ 
couraging  success  until  the  destruction  of  the  building  by  fire  in  1876.  He 
then  rented  the  Key  City  House  at  Postville,  changing  the  name  to  the 
Burlington  House,  and  operated  the  same  for  a  period  of  two  years,  when 
he  gave  up  the  property  to  become  the  proprietor  of  the  Commercial  House 
in  that  town.  Subsequently  he  purchased  the  latter  hotel,  which  he  con¬ 
ducted  for  five  years  and  then  took  charge  of  the  Descent  House  at  West 
Union,  which  he  ran  in  conjunction  with  the  former  for  a  period  of  one 
vear.  Disposing  of  the  Postville  property  at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  de¬ 
voted  his  attention  to  the  Descent  House  until  1890,  but  two  years  prior  to 
that  date  he  bought  the  Commercial  Hotel  in  West  Union,  better  known  as 
“Jim’s  House,”  which  he  conducted  until  1907.  On  February  23d  of  the  lat¬ 
ter  year  he  sold  the  Commercial  House,  but  in  June,  1909,  repurchased  the 
house  and  has  since  conducted  it  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  traveling  public, 
making  it  one  of  the  most  popular  hostleries  in  the  city  and  gaining  a  wide 
_  reputation  for  himself  as  a  very  capable,  painstaking  and  obliging  host. 

Mr.  Lisher  has  led  quite  a  strenuous  life  and  exercised  a  strong  influence 
for  good  in  the  various  places  where  he  has  resided.  Eminently  social  and  a 
hale  fellow  well  met,  he  possesses  the  happy  faculty  of  winning  and  retaining 
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warm  personal  friendships  and  his  popularity  has  always  extended  to  the 
limits  of  his  acquaintance.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  his  fellow  citizens 
of  West  Union  and  in  addition  to  contributing  to  the  city's  welfare  through 
the  medium  of  his  business  interests,  he  is  always  ready  to  lend  his  aid  and 
influence  to  other  enterprises  for  its  general  prosperity  and  growth.  In  poli¬ 
tics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist,  but  does  not  take  a  very  active  part  in  public 
affairs,  although  well  informed  on  the  questions  of  the  times  and  always  ready 
to  give  solid  reasons  for  the  opinions  to  which  he  holds. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lisher  are  the  parents  of  four  children,  the  first  two  being 
twins  that  died  in  infancy;  Floyd  Clifton,  the  next  in  order  of  birth,  mar- 
1  ied  Ida  Hoyer,  and  lives  in  \\  est  Union,  where  he  has  been  engaged  in  mer¬ 
chandising  and  various  other  lines  of  business;  Myrtle  M.,  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  is  the  wife  of  E.  P.  Rowen,  of  Chicago,  her  husband  being  man¬ 
ager  of  the  Goodrich  Rubber  Company  of  that  city. 


J.  S.  YAROUS. 

A  man  who  has  earned  well-merited  success  and  at  the  same  time  has 
established  himself  in  the  good  graces  of  his  fellow  citizens  is  J.  S.  Yarous, 
one  of  Union  township's  best  known  citizens  and  whose  family  has  long 
been  influential  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  Knox  county,  Ohio,  he  him¬ 
self  being  a  native  of  the  latter,  having  been  born  there  August  7,  1853. 
He  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Katherine  (Peters)  Yarous,  the  former  having 
been  born  in  Germany  and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania.  The  paternal  grand¬ 
father  of  the  subject  was  Fred  Yarous,  who  spent  his  life  in  the  fatherland. 
1  he  maternal  grandparents,  Christian  and  Susan  Peters,  were  also  natives 
of  Germany,  and  they  came  to  America  in  an  early  day,  first  settling  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1859  came  on  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Clayton  county, 
where  they  took  up  forty  acres  of  land,  but  later  moved  to  the  southern 
part  of  the  state  where  Mr.  Peters  died;  his  widow  removed  to  Fayette 
county  and  died  here  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-five  years. 

When  a  young  man  Charles  Yarous,  father  of  J.  S.  of  this  review,  came 
to  America  and  settled  in  Ohio  and  there  followed  farming  until  he  moved 
to  Clinton  county,  Iowa,  where  he  took  up  three  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
of  land  which  he  improved  and  on  Which  he  lived  until  his  death,  and  on 
which  his  widow  still  lives  with  a  host  of  friends.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Yarous  ten  children  were  born,  all  sons  but  one.  The  father  of  these  children 
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lived  a  quiet  life,  never  seeking  public  display.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Evangelical  church  and  was  a  good  man  in  his  every  day  life. 

J.  S.  Yarous  was  educated  in  Clayton  county,  this  state,  attending  the 
common  schools  and  receiving  a  fairly  good  education.  He  worked  on  his 
father’s  farm  when  a  boy,  in  fact  he  has  always  followed  farming,  and  he 
has  been  unusually  successful  in  its  various  phases  and  also  in  stock  raising. 
He  became  the  owner  of  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in  Clayton  county,  on 
which  he  carried  on  general  farming,  and  he  still  owns  one  hundred  and  twen¬ 
ty  acres  there.  In  1903  he  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  bought  the 
Fuller  farm  in  the  edge  of  West  Union,  this  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
thirty  acres'  being  one  of  the  model  places  in  the  county.  He  has  brought 
it  up  to  the  standard  in  the  way  of  improvements  and  everything  on  it  indi¬ 
cates  that  a  gentleman  of  excellent  taste,  good  judgment  and  industry  has 
its  management  in  hand.  Mr.  Yarous  has  a  splendid  and  beautifully  located 
dwelling,  large  and  commodious  outbuildings,  good  orchard  and  all  that  goes 
to  make  a  desirable  farmstead.  He  handles  a  good  grade  of  livestock  and 
no  small  part  of  his  annual  income  is  derived  from  this  source,  he  being 
an  excellent  judge  of  stock  and  knowing  how  to  best  prepare  them  for  market. 

Mr.  Yarous  was  married  in  June,  1879,  to  Rebecca  Doty,  the  daughter 
of  an  influential  old  family,  and  to  this  union  the  following  children  have  been 
born:  Artha,  Blanche,  Clifton,  Mary,  Rebecca,  Jerome,  Jacob,  Cornelius  (de¬ 
ceased),  Cornelia,  James  and  Susan. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Yarous  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
and,  politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  he  has  long  taken  more  or  less  interest 
in  political  affairs,  but  has  been  too  busy  with  his  individual  business  to  seek 
office ;  however,  he  served  very  acceptably  as  school  director  while  living  in 
Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  also  as  road  overseer.  He  and  his  family  are 
pleasant  and  popular  in  this  vicinity. 


JAMES  H.  FAKIN. 

The  respect  which  should  always  be  accorded  the  brave  sons  of  the  North 
who  left  homes  and  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  civil  life  to  give  their  services, 
and  their  lives  if  need  be,  to  preserve  the  integrity  of  the  American  Union  is 
certainly  due  James  H.  Fakin,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado  Springs,  Colorado, 
but  for  many  years  a  well  known  and  honored  resident  of  Fayette  county, 
Iowa.  He  was  one  of  the  first  volunteers  from  this  county  and  he  certainly 
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proved  his  loyalty  to  the  government  in  many  situations  and  for  this  and 
many  other  reasons  is  eminently  deserving  of  the  high  esteem  in  which  he  has 
always  been  held. 

James  H.  Lakin  was  born  at  Point  Pleasant,  Clermont  county,  Ohio, 
March  11,  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  William  P.  and  Sarah  (Bretney)  Lakin, 
the  father  born  in  Flemingsburg,  Kentucky,  October  23,  1791,  and  the  mother 
was  born  in  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  November  7,  1799,  the  former  of  Eng¬ 
lish  descent  and  the  latter  of  German  ancestry.  They  were  married  at  Leb¬ 
anon,  Ohio,  and  located  near  Point  Pleasant,  that  state,  where  they  spent  the 
remainder  of  their  lives.  The  father  was  engaged  in  the  pottery  business  and 
in  farming.  An  uncle  of  William  Lakin,  Benjamin  Lakin,  was  a  prominent 
pioneer  Methodist  minister  for  a  period  of  sixty  years,  from  1790  until  his 
death  in  1848. 

James  H.  Lakin,  of  this  review,  was  reared  in  Ohio  and  he  received  a 
good  education  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  community,  in  the  Cler- 
ont  Academy  in  his  native  county  and  also  at  the  Upper  Iowa  University 
at  Fayette,  Iowa.  He  emigrated  to  Fayette,  Iowa,  in  May,  1858,  and  during 
the  next  few  years  he  was  a  student  in  the  college  and  a  clerk  in  the  store 
here.  At  the  first  war  meeting  held  in  Fayette  county,  April  24,  1861,  he 
was  one  of  the  eighteen  who  enlisted,  the  first  company  from  this  county  being 
mustered  in  at  Keokuk,  June  8th,  following,  and  was  soon  afterwards  as¬ 
signed  to  duty  in  Missouri.  Mr.  Lakin  volunteered  as  a  private  in  Companv 
F,  Third  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  but  he  was  mustered  into  service  on  June 
8,  1861,  as  fourth  sergeant,  and  appointed  regiment  color  bearer  in  August 
following.  For  meritorious  service  he  Was  commissioned  second  lieutenant, 
April  9,  1862,  and  promoted  to  first  lieutenant,  the  following  September.  He 
performed  the  duties  of  color  bearer  at  the  battle  of  Blue  Mills,  Missouri, 
July  2441861,  and  received  honorable  mention  for  his  brave  conduct  there; 
he  also  carried  the  colors  on  the  first  day  of  the  battle  of  Sbiloh  and  again  re¬ 
ceived  honorable  mention.  He  also  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  bat-: 
tie  of  Hatchie  Bridge  and  a  number  of  minor  skirmishes  in  Missouri  and 
elsewhere.  He  was  assigned  to  duty  as  aid-de-camp  on  the  staff  of  Colonel 
Pugh,  July  3,  1863,  and  later  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  T.  K.  Smith,  commander 
of  a  detachment  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps  on  the  Red  River  expedi¬ 
tion.  Thus,  after  faithful  and  meritorious  services  in  behalf  of  his  country, 
Mr.  Lakin  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa,  June  18,  1864. 

Colonel  Lakin  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  mercantile  business  and  fann¬ 
ing.  In  1872  and  1873,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Birch-Lakin  &  Company, 
he  took  a  contract  for  grading  a  section  of  the  Davenport  &  St.  Paul  railroad, 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


I367 


now  known  as  the  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  railroad,  the  division  of  which  he 
had  charge  being  in  Fayette  and  Howard  counties.  He  was  identified  with 
the  organization  of  the  Bank  of  West  Union  in  1884,  of  which  he  was  made 
vice-president,  which  office  he  held  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  until  he 
left  the  state  in  1890,  since  which  time  he  has  been  more  or  less  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  and  mining. 

Politically,  the  subject  is  a  Republican  and  he  was  auditor  of  Fayette 
county  for  two  terms  from  1876  to  1880  and  he  was  appointed  to  fill  an  unex¬ 
pired  term  in  1883.  In  1874  he  was  appointed  aid-de-camp  on  Gov.  C.  C. 
Carpenter’s  staff  with  the  rank  of  lieutenant-colonel.  He  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  but  is  now  a  Congregationalist. 
He  has  long  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  being  a  charter  member  and  past  commander  of  Abernathy  Post, 
No.  48,  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Society  of  the  Army 
of  the  Tennessee.  He  is  a  member  of  Brighton  Lodge,  No.  78,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Brighton,  Colorado;  also  Ansel  Humphreys  Chap¬ 
ter  No.  80,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Fayette,  Iowa,  and  Langridge  Command- 
ery,  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  at  West  Union. 

Colonel  Lakin  was  married  on  April  19,  1870,  to  Sarah  Thompson, 
daughter  of  Wilson  L.  and  Nancy  (Sherwin)  Thompson,  of  Point  Pleasant, 
Ohio,  and  after  a  mutually  happy  wedded  life  of  eighteen  years,  Mrs.  Lakin 
was  called  to  her  rest  on  March  14,  1888.  This  union  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children,  namely:  Marie  T.,  born  May  31,  1874;  Lee  H.,  born  June 
4,  1879;  Irene  R.,  born  October  4>  1882.  On  February  11,  1890,  James  H. 
Lakin  married  Helen  M.  Sabin,  the  representative  of  an  excellent  old  family . 


LEWIS  WILBUR. 

By  a  life  consistent  in  motive  and  action  and  because  of  his  many  fine 
personal  qualities,  Lewis  Wilbur,  one  of  Fayette  county’s  substantial  citizens, 
has  earned  the  sincere  regard  of  all  who  know  him,  and  in  his  home,  which 
is  the  center  of  a  large  social  circle,  there  is  always  in  evidence  a  spirit  of 
generous  hospitality,  old  and  young  alike  being  at  all  times  accorded  piopei 
consideration,  therefore  the  Wilbur  family  has  always  been  well  liked  and 
popular. 

Lewis  Wilbur  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  October  7,  1858,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  R.  T.  and  Lydia  (Peer)  Wilbur,  a  well  known  and  a  well 
established  family  in  this  place. 
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Lewis  Wilbur  received  his  early  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Fayette  county  and  he  remained  at  home  until  twenty  years  of  age,  when  he 
was  married  to  Elizabeth  Messerly.  She  was  born  in  Switzerland  and  when 
ten  years  of  age  came  to  America  with  her  parents  and  some  of  the  early  for¬ 
eign  settlers  here  in  this  part  of  Fayette  county.  She  was  born  February  19, 
1857,  and  is  the  mother  of  six  children,  namely:  Della  married  Frank  Spears 
and  lives  in  Miles  City,  Montana,  and  they  have  one  child;  Fred  married 
Pearl  Blough,  lives  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  has  one  child;  Mable  mar¬ 
ried  Harry  Grimes,  lives  in  Miles  City,  Montana,  and  has  one  child ;  Leonard 
lives  at  home,  as  do  also  Ena  and  Ruth. 

Lewis  Wilbur  first  located  on  rented  land,  which  he  farmed  for  two  years, 
then  purchased  land  of  his  own  in  Fayette  county  and  he  has  lived  on  his 
present  place  about  twenty  years;  it  lies  in  sections  35  and  36  and  he  makes 
his  residence  in  the  latter.  He  has  a  neat  and  well  improved  farm,  and,  hav¬ 
ing  always  carried  on  general  farming,  he  well  understands  the  modern 
phases  of  agriculture  and  therefore  succeeds. 

Mr.  Wilbur  has  held  some  of  the  minor  offices  of  the  township,  but  he 
is  not  much  of  a  politician,  not  caring  to  waste  any  time  dabbling  in  the  same ; 
however,  he  has  been  a  Democrat  all  his  life,  but  merely  goes  to  the  polls  and 
votes.  He  is  a  great  reader  and  is  exceptionally  well  advised  on  the  current 
events  of  the  day  and  is  an  interesting  conversationalist.  He  has  a  beautiful 
and  pleasant  home  and  is  fairly  well  fixed  from  a  financial  standpoint,  though 
he  has  lost  lots  of  money  by  going  on  notes  for  friends.  All  he  has  he  has 
made  by  his  own  persistent  efforts.  He  has  a  fine  family  of  orderly,  healthy 
and  bright  children. 

Fraternally,  Mr.  Wilbur  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America 
and  the  Yeoman  lodge  at  West  Union.  Mrs.  Wilbur  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
church. 


WILLIAM  ELMER  FITCH. 

William  E.  Fitch,  the  well-known  proprietor  of  Fitch’s  Laundry  at  La¬ 
Salle,  Illinois,  is  a  native  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  born  in  Illyria  township, 
April  10,  1867.  He  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to 
George  W.  and  Roxcie  (Moore)  Fitch,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of  north¬ 
eastern  Ohio. 

Will  E.  Fitch  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county.  He  at¬ 
tended  the  country  schools  of  Illyria  and  Bethel  townships  during  the  first 
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five  or  six  years  of  his  school  life,  after  which  his  parents  located  in  West 
Union,  and  he  there  pursued  the  full  course  of  the  graded  schools  and  a 
special  teachers’  course  at  Ainsworth’s  private  academy.  He  began  his 
independent  career  as  a  teacher  in  the  country  schools  of  the  county,  and  was 
quite  successful  as  a  pedagogue.  But  his  inclination  was  towards,  mechan¬ 
ical  pursuits  and  he  was  permitted  to  make  his  own  choice  of  a  life  work. 
When  about  eighteen  years  old  he  went  to  Cedar  Rapids  and  theie  learned 
the  “preliminaries”  of  the  laundry  business.  He  was  employed  for  a  few 
months  in  Muscatine,  and  afterwards  leased  a  small  plant  in  Minnesota. 
But  this  small  town  and  one  or  two  other  small  places  wheie  he  set  up  in 
trade,  did  not  have  the  population  to  sustain  the  business  on  the  scale  w  hich 
he  had  in  mind.  He  was  employed  in  various  capacities  in  many  of  the 
larger  cities  of  the  country  and  finally  worked  for  the  Empire  Laundry 
Machinery  Company  in  the  capacity  of  expert  launder,  installing  new  plants 
and  instructing  inexperienced  buyers  in  laundry  methods.  Finally  he  accepted 
a  position  as  foreman  of  a  large  plant  at  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  While  so  employed 
he  found  a  plant  poorly  equipped  and  operated  in  what  seemed  to  him  a  good 
town,  LaSalle,  Illinois.  After  some  preliminary  skirmishing  he  bought  it, 
and  began  building  it  up  and  improving  it.  From  that  day  he  began  to 
forge  to  the  front,  and  has  now  one  of  the  best-equipped  and  most  up-to-date 
laundries  in  the  state.  He  gives  employment  regularly  to  about  thirty  people, 
exclusive  of  a  considerable  number  of  outside  agents.  The  output  of  the 
plant  at  first  was  less  than  a  hundred  dollars  a  week;  but  for  the  last  eight 
or  ten  years  it  has  seldom  been  below  five  hundred  dollars  weekly,  and  often 
above  that  figure.  Men  in  the  business  in  Illinois  and  elsewhere  recognize 
in  “Billie”  a  man  who  thoroughly  understands  the  business  and  who  is  not 
so  selfish  as  to  keep  his  knowledge  to  himself.  In  1900  he  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Laundrymen’s  Association  of  Illinois,  served  one  year,  was  then 
elected  secretary,  which  responsible  office  he  held  for  eight  years,  when  he 
was  again  given  the  presidency.  During  this  period  he  was  also  elected  secie- 
tary  of  the  National  Association  and  was  for  five  years  secretary  of  the 
Middle  and  Western  Launderers’  Association.  Billy’s  person  as  well  as  his 
home  is  well  decorated  with  presents  received  in  acknowledgment  and  appie- 
ciation  of  his  valued  services. 

Being  of  a  literary  turn  of  mind,  Mr.  Fitch  is  also  a  paid  conti ibutoi  to 
the  laundry  journals  of  the  country,  especially  the  National  Journal,  and  it 
seems  that  his  contributions,  of  both  prose  and  poetry,  are  eagerly  sought, 
and  much  of  this  matter  has  been  republished  in  the  regular  press  of  the 
country. 
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Billie  Fitch  is  one  of  the  men  who  believes  in  going  to  the  bottom 
of  things,  as  is  evidenced  in  the  fact  that  he  passed  the  necessary  examination 
for  the  position  of  grand  lecturer  (Masonic)  for  the  state  of  Illinois,  and 
carried  off  the  prize  and  has  served  a  number  of  years  in  that  capacity.  He 
is  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  a  Shriner  and  an  Elk. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  has  a  character  and  manner  peculiarly  his 
own.  Among  his  business  associates  he  is  known  as  “Pastor  Bill.”  Flis 
writings  and  sayings  are  always  in  a  highly  moral  and  unselfish  tone,  which 
have  brought  him  this  unsought,  and  perhaps  undesired,  prefix.  No  man 
more  thoroughly  despises  wrangling  and  fault-finding  and  his  competitors 
cannot  but  admire  his  entire  fairness,  even  to  the  side  of  personal  losses, 
rather  than  to  engage  in  any  form  of  self-exaltation. 

Mr.  Fitch  has  been  twice  married,  first  to  Ella  Mae  Jack,  of  Muscatine, 
Iowa.  A  son  and  daughter  were  born  to  this  union,  Mary  Luella,  a  stenog¬ 
rapher,  and  Frank,  in  school.  His  present  wife  was  Charlottina  Trout,  of 
Peru,  and  they  have  one  son,  Harold  William,  thirteen  years  of  age. 

In  politics  and  religion  Mr.  Fitch  is  extremely  liberal.  He  is  free  and 
outspoken,  yet  never  obtrusive.  Politically,  he  supports  the  men  whose  say¬ 
ings  and  doings  most  cleanly  coincide  with  his  own  views  regarding  the 
issue.  But  it  must  be  added  that  such  men,  thus  far,  have  usually  been  found 
in  the  Republican  party.  He  is  not  a  member  of  any  church  organization, 
though  interested  in  every  movement  that  has  for  its  aim  “the  greatest  good 
to  the  greatest  number.” 


GEORGE  R.  ADAMS. 

A  well  known  and  progressive  citizen  of  the  vicinity  of  Maynard,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  is  George  R.  Adams,  who,  like  many  of  the  enterprising  and 
honored  citizens  of  this  county,  came  from  the  great  Empire  state  having 
been  born  in  Cattaraugus  county,  New  York,  June  17,  1840.  He  is  the  son 
of  Albvgense  and  Diana  (Latin)  Adams,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1801 
of  Scotch  and  Irish  descent,  and  the  mother  born  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
in  1799,  of  Spanish  and  English  descent.  They  were  the  parents  of  four 
sons  and  one  daughter,  namely :  Clarinda,  now  deceased,  married  George 
Fullmer;  Abner  died  in  Helena,  Montana;  Henry  died  in  Janesville,  Wiscon¬ 
sin;  Leander  L.,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  book,  is  also 
deceased;  George  R.,  of  this  review,  is  the  youngest  of  the  family. 

George  R.  Adams  was  five  years  old  when  he  was  brought  to  Rock 
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county,  Wisconsin,  by  his  parents  in  1845*  They  located  near  Janesville  and 
rented  land  for  ten  years,  then  moved  to  Whiteside  county,  Illinois,  where  the 
father  farmed  until  his  death.  However,  his  death  occurred  in  New  York, 
while  he  was  on  a  visit  there.  The  death  of  the  mother  occurred  in  Wis- 
consin.  They  were  excellent  people,  honest,  hospitable  and  successful  fann¬ 
ers. 

George  R.  Adams  did  not  enjoy  extensive  advantages  of  an  early  educa¬ 
tion;  however  he  is  a  well  read  man  on  current  questions  of  the  day  and  is 
successful  in  carrying  on  all  forms  of  every-day  business.  While  yet  a  boy  he 
“hired  out”  to  do  whatever  honest  work  he  could  get,  remaining  in  Rock 
county,  Wisconsin,  until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Whiteside  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  farmed  until  his  enlistment  in  the  Union  Army,  and  after  the  war 
closed  he  remained  there  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Harlan  township,  just  west  of  Maynaid. 

On  January  3,  1871,  Mr.  Adams  married  Martha  Hiner,  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Elizabeth  (Wengert)  Hiner,  both  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  pioneers  of  Whiteside  county,  Illinois.  Mr.  Hinei  was 
killed  by  lightning  in  1864  and  his  wife  died  in  Kansas.  She  had  married  a 
second  time,  her  last  husband  being  O'.  P.  Gray.  Eight  children  were  born 
to  Isaac  Hiner  and  wife. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  R.  Adams  four  children  were  born,  namely: 
George  Chester,  a  farmer  in  Harlan  township;  Duddthga  married  Samuel 
DeLong,  of  Maynard,  Iowa;  Bertha  Adams  is  a  trained  nurse  and  is  bring  at 
home;  Clarence  C.  is  farming  near  Fulton,  Kansas. 

After  1867  Mr.  Adams  followed  farming  with  his  usual  success  until 
1898,  when  he  moved  to  Maynard  and  retired,  having  accumulated  a  compe¬ 
tency  for  his  declining  years  by  his  able  management  and  close  application  to 
business.  He  was  always  considered  a  good  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 

On  August  15,  1862,  Mr.  Adams  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fifty-seventh 
Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  in  Round  Grove,  and  soon  the  company  went  in 
camp  at  Dixon,  Illinois,  remaining  there  until  sent  to  Louisville,  Kentucky; 
their  first  serious  engagement  was  at  Perry ville,  that  state,  where  Mr.  Adams 
was  severely  wounded,  being  shot  through  the  thigh,  and  he  was  incapacitated 
for  further  service  until  March  1,  1863.  He  took  part  in  the  famous  Atlanta 
campaign,  fought  at  Buzzard’s  Roost,  Pumpkin  Vine  creek,  Resaca,  Dallas, 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  Adairsville,  Seymour,  Culp  Farm,  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
Jonesboro,  Love  joy  Station  and  Atlanta,  serving  with  credit  until  the  close 
of  the  war,  being  paid  off  on  July  1,  1865,  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  and  dischaiged 
on  June  12,  at  Camp  Harker,  Tennessee.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand 
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Army  of  the  Republic  post  at  Maynard.  Although  a  loyal  Republican,  he 
has  never  aspired  to  public  office.  He  has  hosts  of  friends  in  this  section  of 
Fayette  county  where  his  life  has  been  conducted  along  honorable  and  worthy 
lines. 


JOHN  BAUMANN. 

Although  the  republic  of  Switzerland  is  small,  she  has  sent  a  very  large 
number  of  excellent  citizens  to  America,  many  of  whom  have  selected  the 
great  commonwealth  of  Iowa  as  the  scene  of  their  life  work,  and  Fayette 
county  has  allured  such  a  number  to  her  genial  atmosphere  and  productive 
soil.  Of  these,  John  Baumann  is  deserving  of  special  mention,  for  he  is  one 
of  Pleasant  Valley  township’s  worthiest  citizens  as  we  shall  see  by  a  study  of 
the  following  paragraphs.  Flis  birth  occurred  in  Switzerland  in  1857,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Ann  (Hildbrunner)  Baumann,  both  natives  of 
Switzerland,  where  they  grew  to  maturity  and  were  educated.  They  came 
to  America  in  1864,  continuing  their  long  journey  until  they  reached  Clayton 
county,  Iowa,  where  they  engaged  in  farming  and  soon  had  a  comfortable 
home.  Jacob  Baumann  was  also  a  minister  and  he  started  the  Baptist  church 
at  Elgin  and  preached  here  regularly  for  eight  or  ten  years,  doing  a  great 
work  in  the  church  of  this  neighborhood.  He  was  a  man  whom  everybody 
honored  and  liked,  for  he  was  a  good  and  useful  man.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  this  writing. 

John  Baumann  was  reared  on  his  father’s  farm  and  began  working  on 
the  same  when  very  young.  He  received  a  limited  education  in  the  home 
schools,  but  he  has  since  become  well  informed  by  general  reading.  He 
directed  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  early  in  life  and  has  followed 
the  same  continuously  ever  since.  When  twenty-five  years  of  age  he  bought 
the  home  place  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  and  remained  there  three 
years,  carrying  on  general  farming  in  a  most  successful  manner.  He  sold  out 
in  1884  and  moved  to  Elgin,  Fayette  county,  and  became  a  partner  of  Ben 
Schori,  a  stock  dealer,  and  they  carried  on  this  line  of  business  very  extensive¬ 
ly  for  a  period  of  six  years.  He  understood  thoroughly  the  stock  business 
and  he  was  very  widely  known  in  this  line,  but  he  preferred  to  go  back  to 
farming,  and  he  accordingly  purchased  the  home  place  again,  which  he  oper¬ 
ated  for  three  years,  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Elgin  and  rented  the  Ben 
Schori  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  which  he  worked  for  five  years. 
Then  he  bought  the  old  Patterson  farm,  one  half  mile  west  of  Elgin,* where 
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he  now  resides.  This  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  township  and  is  ad 
mired  by  all.  It  consists  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  well  improved  and 
well  tilled.  He  devotes  a  large  portion  of  his  time  to  various  kinds  of  live¬ 
stock,  follows  dairying,  raises  large  numbers  of  good  hogs,  principally  Chestei 
Whites,  and  he  is  just  beginning  to  raise  Swiss  cattle.  He  has  a  wide  repu¬ 
tation  for  the  high  grade  stock  he  raises  and  a  ready  market  is  always  found 
for  them.  He  has  an  attractive  and  substantial  home  and  outbuildings  suffi¬ 
cient  for  all  his  needs.  Everything  about  his  place  is  in  excellent  lepair. 

Mr.  Baumann  was  married  in  1881  to  Caroline  Freiburghaus,  a  sistei  of 
C.  F.  Freiburghaus,  \vhose  sketch  is  to  be  found  on  another  page  of  this  work 
and  which  contains  a  full  history  of  this  splendid  family.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Baumann  the  following  children  have  been  born:  Edwin  H.,  Clara  E., 
Walter  J.,  Lillie  R.,  Lulu  I.,  Louis  J.,  Otto  J.,  Richard  C.,  Johnnie  C.  The 
first  three  children,  Freddie,  Kattie  and  Frieda,  and  Caiiie,  the  youngest, 
died,  thus  making  thirteen  children  in  all  born  to  them. 

Politically,  Mr.  Baumann  is  a  Republican  and  he  and  his  family  belong 
to  the  Baptist  church.  They  are  highly  respected  throughout  this  locality 
and  have  numerous  friends  wherever  they  are  known. 


WILL  H.  BARNES. 

An  exceptionally  careful  agriculturist  is  Will  H.  Barnes,  of  Harlan 
township,  Fayette  county,  for  to  his  energy,  enterprise  and  good  management 
his  present  station  in  life  is  attributed.  He  started  on  his  career  as  an  inde¬ 
pendent  factor  down  toward  the  bottom  of  the  ladder  and  is  now  the  ounei 
of  a  very  desirable  farm  property  and  occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among 
the  successful  fanners  of  this  locality.  He  is  a  native  of  the  community 
where  he  resides,  having  preferred  to  remain  on  his  native  soil  rathei  than 
seek  his  fortune  in  some  distant  neighborhood.  His  birth  occurred  June  29, 
1883,  and  he  received  a  very  good  education  in  the  Maynard  high  school. 
He  is  the  son  of  Hiram  and  Hattie  (Rich)  Barnes,  who  were  born  near 
Belvidere,  Illinois,  the  father’s  birth  occurring  on  September  11,  1841,  and 
the  mother’s  on  September  8,  1853;  her  death  occurred  on  February  2,  1899. 
They  were  the  parents  of  four  children,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  namely: 
Lillian  H.,  born  February  5,  1872,  is  the  wbfe  of  Frank  Goldsberg,  of  May¬ 
nard,  Iowa;  Lawrence  C.  was  born  July  6,  1877,  and  resides  in  Fremont  town¬ 
ship,  and  is  manager  of  the  German  creamery;  Will  H.,  of  this  review,  and 
Carroll  O.,  born  October  22,  1885,  lives  at  Maynard. 
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Will  H.  Barnes  grew  up  on  the  home  farm  and  assisted  with  the  general 
work  about  the  place,  and  attended  school  at  Maynard  until  seventeen  years 
of  age.  At  the  time  of  his  mother’s  death  in  Maynard  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  followed  for  three  years,  but  believing  that  farm¬ 
ing  was  the  more  remunerative,  he  rented  his  father's  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  in  1903,  and  has  devoted  his  attention  to  farming  since  that 
time,  his  efforts  having  been  rewarded  with  a  large  measure  of  success. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  held  office.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  Maynard  Lodge  No. 

'  149. 

On  September  23,  1906,  Mr.  Barnes  married  Ellen  E.  Payne,  who  was 
born  in  Harlan  township,  November  4,  1887,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Carrie  (Hollister)  Payne,  natives  of  Smithfield  township  and  a  well 
known  family  there.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barnes  two  children  have  been  born, 
namely:  Louis  Eugene,  born  August  9,  1907,  and  Doris  Winifred,  born  June 
21,  1909. 


HIRAM  BARNES. 

It  is  the  pride  of  the  people  of  this  country  that  when  the  great  war  be¬ 
tween  the  states  closed,  all  the  vast  army  of  citizen  soldiery  quietly  laid  down 
their  arms  and  returned  to  their  homes  and  the  arts  of  peace.  It  was  pre¬ 
dicted  by  the  European  nations  not  only  that  the  country  would  be  divided, 
but  that  after  the  war  an  enormous  army  would  be  kept  up  and  a  militari- 
dictatorship  would  be  established  on  the  fragments ;  but,  instead,  they  saw 
the  great  armies  melt  away,  saw  a  reunited  country  in  which  liberty  was  a 
fact  as  well  as  a  name,  and  saw  the  boys  in  blue  return  to  their  wives,  homes 
and  their  occupations.  Hiram  Barnes,  of  Maynard,  Harlan  township,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  was  one  of  those  patriotic  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  September  11,  1839,  but  he  was  educated  in  Boone  county, 
Illinois,  in  the  early  district  schools.  He  is  the  son  of  Calvin  and  Elizabeth 
(Van  Atten)  Barnes,  the  father  born  in  Utica,  New  York,  of  English  parent¬ 
age.  Calvin  Barnes  was  a  contractor  and  builder,  and  he  and  his  wife  were 
married  in  the  state  of  New  York  and  moved  to  Painesville,  Erie  county, 
Pennsylvania,  some  time  afterwards,  where  Mr.  Barnes  worked  at  his  trade. 
About  1847  the  family  moved  to  Chicago  and  remained  there  some  time, 
probably  two  years,  then  moved  to  Belvidere,  Boone  county,  Illinois,  remained 
there  a  short  time,  and  on  account  of  the  chills  attacking  the  family  they 
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moved  back  to  Chicag'o  where  Mr.  Barnes  went  to  work  in  a  furnace  plant, 
making  molds.  While  there  the  family  was  taken  sick  with  the  cholera,  din¬ 
ing  the  first  epidemic  of  that  disease  in  Chicago.  Mr.  Barnes  and  son,  Hiram, 
of  this  review,  recovered,  while  death  claimed  Mrs.  Barnes.  Three  other 
children  of  the  family  escaped  the  disease.  In  the  course  of  a  month  or 
so,  Mr.  Barnes  and  his  four  children  returned  to  Belvidere,  Illinois,  where  he 
lived  until  about  1880.  During  that  time  he  married  twice,  losing  both  wives 
by  death.  In  1880  he  moved  to  Mosinee,  Wisconsin,  and  made  his  home 
with  his  oldest  daughter,  Mrs.  Michael  Clark,  where  his  death  occurred  about 
1882.  His  family  consisted  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Mrs.  Rachel  Clark,  of  Mosinee,  Wisconsin;  Mrs.  Mary  Pingree,  of  Oakland, 
California;  Hiram,  of  this  review;  Orien,  of  Maynard,  Iowa. 

When  seventeen  years  of  age  Hiram  Barnes  began  working 
at  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his  father  s  direction  and  completed  his 
apprenticeship  under  the  elder  Barnes  s  instructions,  and  \\  ith  the  exception 
of  one  summer  on  a  farm  he  worked  with  his  father  until  August,  1862,  when 
he  proved  his  patriotism  by  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee  under 
General  Grant,  until  Grant  took  charge  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  when 
General  Blair  took  charge  of  the  former  army  (the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps), 
and  with  the  last  named  commander  Mr.  Barnes  remained  until  mustered  out 
in  Washington  City  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  having  made  a  splendid  record, 
on  detached  service  for  the  most  part.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg  he  served  in  the  commissary  department,  and  after  leaving  that 
he  was  an  orderly  (dispatch  bearer),  a  very  responsible  position,  to  Col.  J.  H. 
Mills,  of  the  First  Kansas  Volunteers  Infantry,  with  headquarters  in  the 
Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  and  he  remained  in  that  capacity  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  During  a  raid  at  Providence,  Louisiana,  he  lost  the  sight  of  his 
right  eye,  having  been  struck  by  a  gun  cap  or  sliver.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  received  a  recommendation  in  regard  to  his  honesty  and  reliability,  etc., 
signed  by  Maj.-Gen.  J.  T.  Sherman  and  Adjt.-Gen.  J.  B.  Blair,  of  the  Seven¬ 
teenth  Army  Corps  headquarters. 

Upon  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Barnes  entered  land  in  Boone  county, 
Illinois,  and  took  up  farming.  In  1868  he  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  rented  a  farm  in  Harlan  township,  and  worked  othei  land  on  the  shaies 
until  1884,  when  he  bought  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  sec¬ 
tion  27,  Harlan  township,  where  he  lived  until  190L  when  he  moved  to  Mai- 
nard,  renting  his  farm  to  his  son,  Lawrence.  In  1904  he  returned  to  the  farm 
and  remained  on  it  two  years,  and  in  1906  moved  again  to  Maynard,  wheie 
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he  lives  at  present  in  honorable  retirement,  enjoying  the  fruits  of  his  former 
years  of  labor. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  held  office.  He  is 
a  member  of  Reynolds  Post,  No.  47,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  May¬ 
nard,  having  been  chaplain  of  the  post  for  the  past  five  years.  He  belongs  to 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  having  been  steward  in  the  local  congregation 
for  the  past  eight  years,  and  treasurer  for  about  the  same  length  of  time. 

On  June  30,  1870,  Mr.  Barnes  was  married,  at  Independence,  Iowa,  to 
Mattie  Rich,  who  was  born  in  Boone  county,  Illinois,  September  8,  1853,  the 
daughter  of  George  and  Maria  (Brown)  Rich,  natives  of  Ohio.  They  moved 
to  P'ayette  county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Harlan  township  about  1855  or  1856. 
Mrs.  Barnes  was  tbe  fifth  child  in  a  family  of  six  children.  Her  death  oc¬ 
curred  on  February  2,  1899,  leaving  four  children,  namely:  Lillian  M.,  who 
was  born  February  5,  1872,  married  Frank  Goldsbury,  and  lives  in  Maynard; 
Lawrence  C.,  born  July  6,  1877,  lives  in  Center  township,  and  is  manager  of 
the  German  creamery;  Will  H.,  born  June  29,  1883,  lives  on  the  home  farm 
(see  his  sketch)  ;  Carroll  O.,  born  October  22,  1885,  lives  with  his  father. 

On  October  1,  1902,  Hiram  Barnes  married  Mrs.  Mary  R.  A.  (Robbins) 
Robbins,  who  was  born  in  Fabius,  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  January  16, 
1841 ;  she  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  D.  and  Mary  (Humphrey)  Robbins,  the 
father  a  native  of  New  York  and  the  mother  of  Canton,  Connecticut.  His 
death  occurred  in  New  York;  Mrs.  Robbins  came  to  Iowa  where  she  died  at 
the  home  of  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Barnes,  in  West  Union. 


JERRY  D.  PERKINS. 

To  have  given  thirty  years  in  the  service  of  his  country  is  a  lot  which 
falls  to  few  Americans.  Then  certainly  full  credit  should  be  given  to  this 
man,  hero  of  three  wars  (the  Civil  war,  1861-65;  the  Spanish-American  war, 
1898,  and  the  Philippine  Islands,  1902),  in  service  all  over  our  country  and 
in  all  our  dependencies;  one  of  the  regulars,  those  men  who  can  be  depended 
on  in  every  fight,  whose  business  it  is  to  fight,  for  which  they  often  fail  to 
get  the  glory  which  the  volunteer  receives ;  those  regulars  who  bear  the 
hardest  service  in  war,  and  yet,  perhaps,  whose  duty  in  time  of  peace  is 
most  arduous.  For  then  there  is  no  glamour  of  war,  no  public  recognition 
of  heroism,  but  just  a  dull  and  grinding  round  of  duty,  far  more  difficult 
to  bear  than  actual  campaigning.  Honor  to  the  volunteer;  more  honor  to 
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the  regular.  We  cannot  say  more  that  is  fitting  in  honor  of  a  soldier  whose 
service  in  both  branches  has  been  as  long  and  as  meritorious  as  this  man’s. 

Jerry  D.  Perkins  was  born  in  Walworth  county,  Wisconsin,  December 
10,  1849.  (See  sketch  of  Mrs.  j.  T.  Gager,  his  sister.)  When  but  fifteen 
years  old,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Forty-sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
of  which  Col.  D.  B.  Henderson  was  colonel  and  A.  J.  Smith  was  general 
commanding.  Their  old  captain,  Leonard  T.  McCowan,  of  Taylor  county, 
is  still  living,  and  Rev.  Frank  M.  Robertson,  of  Fayette  county,  was  in  the 
same  company.  From  1871  to  1881,  Mr.  Perkins  was  engaged  in  the  cattle 
business  in  Texas.  On  January  12,  1881,  he  enlisted  at  San  Antonio  in 
Company  F,  Twenty-second  United  States  Infantry,  for  five  years,  and  served 
at  most  of  the  posts  on  the  plains.  He  was  discharged  January  11,  1886. 
On  April  27,  1886,  he  had  re-enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  United  States  In¬ 
fantry  at  San  Francisco  and  was  sent  to  Vancouver  Barracks,  Washington, 
where  he  served  for  two  enlistments,  being  discharged  April  26,  1891,  and 
re-enlisting  the  following  day  in  the  same  company  and  regiment.  He  was 
discharged  in  1896  with  the  rank  of  sergeant.  His  next  enlistment  was  on 
May  2,  1896,  for  three  years  in  Company  A  of  the  Eleventh  Infantry,  and 
he  was  sent  to  Fort  Apache,  Arizona,  and  in  the  spring  of  1898  to  Jefferson 
Barracks,  at  St.  Louis,  and  then  to  Camp  Alger,  at  Mobile,  Alabama.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  Spanish-ikmerican  war  he  was  sent  to  Tampa,  Florida.  In 
June  he  was  transferred  to  Company  I,  same  regiment,  and  on  July  23d 
boarded  the  transport  “Grant”  for  Porto  Rico  and  was  in  the  engagement 
with  the  Spanish  troops,  following  them  to  the  Rio  Bravo,  where  the  Spanish 
troops  scattered.  He  was  at  San  Juan  at  the  surrender.  His  company  re¬ 
mained  there  until  November  22,  1900,  when  it  was  sent  back  to  the  old 
Arsenal  at  Washington,  D.  C.  Mr.  Perkins  re-enlisted  in  Company  I  May 
2,  1899.  The  company  was  sent  to  the  Philippines  on  the  “Kilpatrick’  from 
San  Francisco,  reaching  Manila  in  May,  1901,  and  remained  in  the  islands 
until  March,  1904.  Mr.  Perkins  was  discharged  May  1,  1902,  and  on  May 
25th  re-enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  B,  Eleventh  Infantry.  In  1904 
he  returned  to  San  Francisco  on  the  transport  “Thomas”  and  was  assigned 
to  Fort  D.  A.  Russell,  near  Cheyenne,  Where,  on  January  1,  1906,  he  was 
retired  on  account  of  his  thirty  years’  service.  In  all  his  discharges  he  was 
recommended  by  his  superior  officers  for  his  bravery,  honesty  and  fidelity 
to  duty. 

Mr.  Perkins  had  secured  a  tract  of  land  in  the  state  of  Washington, 
but  sold  this,  and  in  April,  1908,  he  retired  to  Alpha,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
where  he  now  lives,  with  his  sister,  Mrs.  Eliza  Rogers,  as  housekeeper.  She 
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is  the  widow  of  Joseph  C.  Rogers,  a  soldier  in  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth 
Iowa  Regiment,  in  the  Civil  war,  who  died  January  17,  1907,  M  Alpha. 
Her  life  has  been  spent  at  Alpha  since  the  age  of  twelve  years.  Of  four 
brothers  in  'the  Civil  war,  Jerry  alone  survived  the  war.  George  H.  Per¬ 
kins,  of  Company  F,  Third  Iowa,  was  shot  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  July  3, 
1863.  William  F.,  of  Company  F,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa,  died  in  a  hospital. 
Charles  W.,  of  the  same  regiment  and  company,  was  reported  missing  and 
never  heard  of,  being  supposedly  killed  by  bushwhackers  near  New  Madrid. 
They  were  indeed  a  family  of  fighters  and  loyal  to  their  country  to  the  full 
extent  of  giving  their  lives  in  her  defense.  Jerry  Perkins  is  now  living 
quietly,  much  esteemed  by  his  fellow  citizens. 


ANDREW  HUNSBERGER. 

r  -  •  ' 

In  the  above  named  gentleman  is  found  a  sample  of  the  self-made,  reliant, 
enterprising  men  who  have  made  the  West — one  who  has  been  a  witness  of 
and  participant  in  the  wonderful  development  which  has  characterized  this 
section  during  the  past  half  century.  During  his  early  life  he  passed  through 
some  unique  experiences  and  his  reminiscences  of  those  earlier  days  are  inter¬ 
esting.  Mr.  Hunsberger  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1851  and  is  a  son  of  Benedict 
and  Maria  (Shadel)  Hunsberger.  Both  were  born  in  canton  Bern,  Switzer¬ 
land,  where  they  were  married.  Mr.  Hunsberger  followed  the  trade  of  tin¬ 
ner  with  such  success  that  in  1850  he  was  able  to  carry  out  a  plan  which  had 
long  been  his  cherished  dream,  namely,  coming  to  America  to  give  the  wheel 
of  fortune  a  turn  in  a  new  country.  Arriving  on  the  coast  of  the  western 
continent,  they  proceeded  to  Ohio  and  there  located.  Not  finding  there  the 
opportunities  which  he  sought,  Mr.  Hunsberger,  in  1854,  came  to  Pleasant 
Valley  township,  this  county,  buying  a  small  piece  of  land  which  he  farmed 
carefully,  at  the  same  time  following  his  trade,  which  he  had  learned  in  his 
native  country.  The  first  winter,  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch  relates,  they 
lived  in  a  dug-out,  which  was  fairly  comfortable,  although  according  to  our 
present-day  idea  of  comfort  this  would  seem  an  almost  unendurable  experi¬ 
ence,  and  from  this  moved  into  a  small  log  house.  After  a  number  of  years 
sojourn  in  this  temporary  abode  they  sold  the  place  and  thereafter  lived  with 
their  children.  This  experience  of  living  in  a  dugout  was  only  one  of  many 
pioneer  experiences  that  read  like  fiction.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunsberger  were 
the  parents  of  four  children,  there  being  two  brothers  and  two  sisteis  of  the 
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subject  of  this  review.  Although  the  children  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  common  schools,  Andrew  Hunsberger  was  compelled,  owing  to 
the  condition  of  the  family  exchequer,  to  find  work  to  do,  and  since  early  life 
he  has  made  his  own  way.  His  success  has  come  from  “sticking  to  his  last,” 
in  other  words,  he  has  kept  steadily  at  farming.  His  first  purchase  of  land 
was  a  tract  of  fifty-four  acres,  largely  timber  land  with  few  improvements, 
but  by  dint  of  persevering  labor  the  land  was  cleared  and  placed  in  a  state  of 
good  cultivation,  furnished  with  many  improvements,  and  here  he  made  his 
home  for  nine  years. 

Like  many  others  at  that  time,  Mr.  Hunsberger  then  turned  his  eyes  to 
the  far  West,  whence  reports  had  it  that  fortunes  were  quickly  and  easily 
made.  About  1890  he  went  to  Oregon,  and  there  searched  for  sometime  for 
a  likely  place  for  a  home.  However,  after  looking  over  the  ground,  he  de¬ 
cided  to  return  to  Iowa.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
near  Elgin  after  his  return  and  made  his  home  on  this  place  for  five  years, 
at  fhe  end  of  which  time  he  bought  the  one  hundred  and  fifteen-acre  tract 
where  he  now  makes  his  home  and  where  he  does  general  farming.  Many 
fine  improvements  have  been  placed  upon  this  property,  and  most  of  the  prop¬ 
erty  is  cleared  and  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  is  rapidly  becoming 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  vicinity. 

Mr.  Hunsberger,  in  1872,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Anna  Spinden. 
They  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  Mr.  Hunsberger  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics,  but  is  not  an  office  aspirant.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunsberger  are  ex¬ 
ceedingly  pleasant  and  agreeable  people  and  their  fund  of  anecdote  and  in¬ 
formation  gained  from  travel  and  the  experiences  which  either  one  or  both 
have  passed  through,  make  them  delightful  entertainers. 


ELMER  A.  McILREE. 

In  placing  the  name  of  E.  A.  Mcllree  in  the  front  rank  of  West  Union’s 
business  men  and  the  substantial  and  representative  citizens  of  Fayette  county, 
simple  justice  is  done  a  biographical  fact  universally  recognized  in  this  part 
of  Io'wa  by  all  men  at  all  familiar  with  his  history.  A  man  of  judgment, 
sound  discretion  and  business  ability  of  a  high  order,  he  has  managed,  with 
tactful  success,  important  enterprises  and  so  impressed  his  individuality  upon 
the  community  as  to  gain  recognition  among  its  leading  citizens  and  public 
spirited  men  of  affairs,  being  a  public  official  against  whom  not  the  shadow 
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of  suspicion  ever  rested  and  a  man  who  has  always  taken  an  abiding  interest 
in  the  general  welfare  of  his  community  and  county. 

Mr.  Mcllree  was  born  in  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  on  January  5,  1865.  He 
comes  of  one  of  the  old  pioneer  families  of  sterling  worth,  being  the  son  of 
Linus  and  Ann  C.  (Beam)  Mcllree,  the  father  born  in  Niles,  Ohio,  and  the 
mother  in  Stanton,  Virginia. 

E.  A.  Mcllree  was  a  printer  in  his  early  life  and  he  followed  this  trade 
with  much  success  until  December  5,  1890,  when  he  purchased  The  Leader 
at  Riverside,  Washington  county,  Iowa,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
until  1902,  building  up  the  property  and  increasing  the  circulation  and  making 
it  one  of  the  best  papers  of  its  type  in  that  part  of  the  state.  He  then  bought 
The  Fayette  County  Union  and  under  his  careful  and  judicious  management 
it  has  become  one  of  the  leading  and  best  Weekly  papers  in  the  state.  Its 
mechanical  appearance  has  been  greatly  improved,  as  well  as  its  circulation 
increased  and  its  value  enhanced  as  an  advertising  medium.  It  is  well  edited, 
newsy  and  is  popular  with  the  masses  of  the  people  and  growing  in  power  and 
prestige  as  a  molder  of  public  opinion. 

Mr  Mcllree  is  also  the  owner  of  a  substantial  and  valuable  business  block 
and  a  modern  and  handsome  residence  in  West  Union.  He  is  a  man  of  ex¬ 
cellent  business  ability  and  is  deserving  of  great  credit  for  what  he  has  ac¬ 
complished  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  started  in  life  practically  empty  handed 
and  has  never  relied  upon  anyone  for  assistance,  but  has  forged  to  the  front 
by  sheer  force  of  energy,  persistency,  tact  and  the  exercise  of  sound  judg¬ 
ment. 

Mr.  Mcllree  has  long  been  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  has  always 
performed  his  every  duty  in  reference  to  advancing  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community  in  which  he  lived.  He  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat,  and  his 
ability  being  recognized  by  his  party  and  friends  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
West  Union,  which  position  he  held  with  much  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  a  period  of  four  years,  from  1906  to 
1910.  He  did  a  great  many  things  that  will  be  of  permanent  benefit  to  this 
city  and  he  won  the  lasting  gratitude  of  the  citizens  of  this  vicinity.  For  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  secretary  of  the  Fayette  County  Agricultural 
Society,  the  duties  of  which  he  has  very  faithfully  discharged. 

Mr.  Mcllree  was  married  in  December,  1886,  to  Myrtle  Z.  Seaton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Oliver  and  Harriet  (Reed)  Seaton,  and  this  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Paul  L.,  Ruth,  Reed  and  Vance.  Mr. 
Mcllree  is  prominent  in  fraternal  circles  in  the  Hawkeye  state,  belonging  to 
the  following  orders:  West  Union  Lodge,  No.  69,  Ancient  Free  and  Ac- 
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cepted  Masons;  Unity  Chapter,  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons;  Langridge  Com 
mandery,  No.  4 7,  Knights  Templar;  West  Union  Chapter,  No.  no,  Order  of 
the  Eastern  Star;  Elkahir  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the 
Mystic  Shrine,  at  Cedar  Rapids. 


HENRY  SIDLER. 

Among  the  successful  farmers  and  praiseworthy  citizens  of  Oran  town¬ 
ship  is  Henry  Sidler,  who  was  born  in  La  Salle  county,  Illinois,  on  the  3d  day 
of  August,  1850.  His  father,  Samuel  Sidler,  a  native  of  Germany,  came  to 
the  United  States  when  young  and  settled  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he  mar¬ 
ried  Nancy  Meyers,  some  time  after  which  he  moved  to  La  Salle  county, 
Illinois.  He  was  accidentally  killed  in  the  year  1850,  by  the  explosion  of  a 
steamboat  on  Red  river,  and  later  his  widow  became  the  wife  of  Henry  Ger- 
ken,  who  moved  his  family  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1854.  (  See  sketch  of 

N.  A.  Gerken.)  Henry  and  Nancy  Sidler  had  three  children,  viz:  Elias,  a 
farmer  of  Douglas  county,  Oregon;  Melissa,  who  died  young,  and  Hem),  the 
subject  of  this  review.  The  mother  died  in  August.  1883,  and  subsequently 
Mr.  Gerken  married  Mrs.  Hillman,  a  widow,  after  whose  death  he  married 
her  sister,  who  had  been  left  a  widow  some  years  before. 

Henry  Sidler  was  brought  to  Fayette  county,  when  about  four  years  old, 
and  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm  in  Oran  township,  receiving  his  education 
in  the  public  schools.  He  grew  up  a  well  developed  young  man  and  remained 
at  home  until  his  marriage,  which  was  solemnized  on  April  17,  1878,  with 
Sarah  Jane  Hotchkiss,  of  DeKalb  county,  Illinois,  after  which  he  lived  with 
his  grandmother  Meyer  until  moving  to  the  farm  he  now  owns.  Mr.  Sidler, 
in  1879,  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  fine  land  in  sections  2  and 
3.  Oran  township,  which  he  at  once  began  to  improve  and  in  due  time  he  had 
his  farm  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation  and  well  stocked.  From  that 
year  to  the  present  he  has  devoted  his  attention  very  closely  to  his  chosen  call¬ 
ing,  and  as  a  general  farmer  and  raiser  of  a  high  grade  of  livestock  he  now 
occupies  a  conspicuous  place  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  his  township. 
His  industry  and  good  management  mark  him  as  a  man  of  practical  intelli¬ 
gence  and  mature  judgment  and  as  a  result  of  his  well  directed  labois  he  is 
now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  with  a  sufficiency  of  this  world’s  goods  m 
his  possession  to  insure  his  future  against  any  probable  adversity.  In  all 
that  concerns  the  advancement  of  the  community  and  the  welfare  of  his  fel- 
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low  men,  Mr.  Sidler  manifests  a  lively  interest  and  as  a  Republican,  in  touch 
with  his  party  and  familiar  with  questions  of  the  day,  he  wields  a  strong  in¬ 
fluence  for  good  government  and  stands  firmly  for  law  and  order.  He  is  an 
excellent  neighbor,  a  loyal  friend  and  as  a  citizen  is  public  spirited  and  stands 
today  among  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  men  of  his  adopted  country. 

Charles  and  Maria  (Crandall)  Hotchkiss,  parents  of  Mrs.  Sidler,  were 
natives  of  Chenango  county,  New  York,  but  early  went  to  DeKalb  county, 
Illinois,  where  they  lived  until  their  removal  to  Iowa,  in  the  year  1855.  Lo¬ 
cating  in  Center  township,  Fayette  county,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  entered  land,  which 
he  improved,  and  later  he  purchased  two  additional  farms  which  in  time  made 
him  one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  his  neighborhood.  He  was  a  progressive 
farmer  and  an  excellent  citizen  and  his  death,  on  February  6,  1904,  was  great¬ 
ly  deplored  by  the  community  in  which  he  had  spent  the  greater  part  of  his 
life.  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  survived  her  husband  and  is  still  living  on  the  family 
homestead,  having  reached  the  ripe  old  ag‘e  of  eighty-five  years  and  retaining 
to  a  marked  degree  the  possession  of  her  faculties.  She  is  the  mother  of 
four  children,  namely :  Mary,  formerly  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  who 
married  Frank  Dewey  and  lives  in  Fremont  township;  Charles  H.  is  unmar¬ 
ried  and  lives  on  the  home  farm  with  his  mother;  Sarah  J.,  wife  of  Henry 
Sidler,  and  Helen  M.,  now  Mrs.  William  Cross,  who  lives  near  the  town  of 
Fayette.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  early  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  and  were  always  very  active  in  religious  work,  also  took  a  lively  inter¬ 
est  in  whatever  made  for  the  moral  welfare  of  those  with  whom  they  mingled. 
In  connection  with  farming,  Mr.  Hotchkiss  worked  at  the  blacksmith  trade 
and  his  shop  was  long  prized  by  the  people  of  the  community. 

Mrs.  Sidler  received  her  preliminary  education  in  the  schools  of  Fayette 
and  later  attended  for  three  years  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  fitting  herself 
for  teaching.  After  leaving  that  institution  she  taught  in  the  townships  of 
Oran  and  Harlan  and  was  thus  engaged  until  her  marriage,  achieving  honor¬ 
able  mention  for  the  excellency  of  her  work  with  young  people.  She  has 
borne  her  husband  six  children,  as  follows:  Etta,  who  married  Henry  Shamer 
and  has  four  offspring,  Clint,  Roy,  Janie  and  Blanche.  Maude  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hahn,  of  Grove  Hill,  Illinois,  and  the  mother  of  two  children,  Clarine 
and  Clyde.  Lottie  married  Valentine  Loeb,  of  Buchanan  county,  Iowa,  and 
has  one  daughter  by  the  name  of  Ida.  Elias,  a  farmer  of  Bremer  county,  this 
state,  married  Minnie  Carpenter  and  is  the  father  of  three  children,  John, 
Daisy  and  Pearl,  the  last  *named  being  deceased.  Blanche  and  Minnie,  the 
youngest,  are  members  of  the  family  and  still  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Sid¬ 
ler  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a  leader  in 
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its  various  lines  of  work.  Although  Mr.  Sidler  is  identified  with  no  particular 
church,  he  is  a  regular  attendant  of  the  congregation  with  which  his  wife  is 

identified. 


WILLIAM  TOENGES. 

Examples  of  Germans  coming;  to  this  country  and  thriving,  though  they 
have  no  capital  but  industry  and  brains,  are  quite  common,  but  none  more 
striking  than  the  case  unfolded  in  this  biographical  story.  Oui  search  takes 
us  to  Westphalen,  Germany,  and  to  the  home  of  Rudolph  Handick  and  Mary 
Petertoenges.  There  we  learn  that  in  that  part  of  Germany  it  was  the 
custom  for  the  husband  to  take  his  wife’s  name,  if  living  on  land  of  her 
estate.  So  Rudolph  Handick  becomes  changed  in  law  to  Rudolph  Peter¬ 
toenges,  and  so  their  deeds  and  other  legal  papers  run.  This  couple  had  a 
son  named  William,  who  was  born  at  Westphalen,  Germany,  in  1855.  Pie  re¬ 
mained  with  his  parents  for  nearly  thirty  years,  learning  to  farm  as  he  grew 
up  and  attending  the  neighborhood  schools.  In  1884  he  married  Henrietta, 
daughter  of  Fred  and  Engel  (Wobbs)  Heick,  of  Essen,  Hanover.  About 
six  months  after  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toenges  came  to  the  United  States 
and  lost  no  time  in  taking  hold  after  the  energetic  manner  of  their  country¬ 
men.  Henry  Heick,  a  brother  of  Mrs.  Toenges,  resided  in  Fayette  county 
and  it  was  natural  that  the  newly  arrived  immigrants  should  direct  their 
course  to  distant  Iowa.  Mr.  Toenges  rented  a  farm  in  Bethel  township  which 
he  worked  for  four  years  and  during  that  time  saved  up  every  surplus  dollar 
he  made.  With  these  savings  he  was  able  to  buy  the  northwest  quarter  of 
section  36  in  Bethel  township.  This  place  was  not  well  improved,  there  being 
only  a  small  house  and  a  few  outbuildings.  It  took  an  immense  amount  of 
hard  work  to  whip  it  into  shape,  but  Mr.  Toenges  was  equal  to  the  emer¬ 
gency  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  years  it  looked  like  a  new  place,  with  its  im¬ 
provements  of  all  kinds  and  freshened  condition  of  the  land.  For  this  place 
Mr.  Toenges  paid  twenty-six  dollars  an  acre,  but  can  now  sell  it  for  nearly 
one  hundred  dollars  an  acre.  During  all  these  years  of  struggle  and  priva¬ 
tion  he  was  saving  money  and  in  1900  was  able  to  make  another  important 
purchase,  which  was  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  25.  In  September, 
1909,  he  bought  the  southwest  quarter  of  section  24,  making  his  land  holdings 
amount  to  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  He  does  general  farming  and 
stockraising  and  has  made  a  marked  success  in  this  line.  He  attempts  no 
fancy  farming  and,  with  the  shrewd  judgment  that  characterizes  his  race, 
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avoids  speculation.  He  attends  strictly  to  his  own  business,  never  neglects 
a  duty,  never  allows  a  debt  to  stand,  owes  nobody  and  can  look  the  world  in 
the  face  with  a  clear  conscience.  He  is  a  man  of  few  words,  unassuming  and 
quiet  in  manner,  but  possesses  all  the  sturdy  qualities  to  make  a  good  farmer 
and  good  citizen.  All  who  know  him  like  him  as  they  appreciate  his  sturdy 
virtues.  Shortly  after  his  arrival  in  America,  Mr.  Toenges  learned  that 
his  name  was  undergoing  another  transformation,  but  somewhat  different 
from  what  befell  his  father  in  the  old  country.  The  American  mania  for 
abbreviations,  growing  perhaps  out  of  their  national  tendency  to  hasten  and 
hurry,  induces  the  people  here  to  insist  on  shortening  all  long  words  that 
they  have  to  use  often.  So  Petertoenges,  as  it  came  across  the  sea,  was  speed¬ 
ily  cut  in  two,  the  last  half  retained  and  the  subject  soon  found  that  his  United 
States  name  was  plain  Toenges. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Toenges  have  six  children,  Mary,  Henry,  Louisa,  August, 
Alga,  and  William.  Mary  married  John  Pleggenkuble,  with  whom  she  re¬ 
sides  on  a  farm  five  miles  east  of  Fredericksburg,  Chickasaw  county.  The 
other  children  remain  at  home  with  their  parents.  The  family  belong  to  the 
Lutheran  church  and  perform  their  full  share  in  the  social  and  business  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  township.  Politically,  Mr.  Toenges  is  independent. 


WILLIAM  LARRABEE,  JR. 

William  Larrabee,  Jr.,  was  born  at  Clermont,  Iowa,  on  December  ir, 
1870,  and  is  a  son  of  ex-Governor  William  and  Ann  M.  (Appelman)  Larrabee 
and  a  grandson  of  Capt.  Adam  Larrabee,  who  took  a  prominent  part  in  the 
war  of  1812.  The  subject’s  genealogy  is  traced  to  the  French  Huguenots 
who  came  to  America  early  in  the  seventeenth  century.  The  career  of 
Governor  William  Larrahee  is  detailed  at  length  elsewhere  in  this  work  and 
will,  therefore,  not  be  referred  to  further  here. 

William  Larrabee,  Jr.,  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured 
his  elementary  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Clermont.  He  then  entered 
the  collegiate  department  of  the  Iowa  State  University,  where  he  was  gradu¬ 
ated  with  the  class  of  1893.  He  entered  the  law  department  of  the  State 
University,  graduating  in  1896. 

Aside  from  the  legal  profession,  Mr.  Larrabee  is  also  interested  in  agri¬ 
culture,  owning  several  tracts  of  excellent  and  valuable  farming  land  in  this 
county.  He  is  also  a  director  and  vice-president  of  the  Clermont  State  Bank, 
one  of  the  strong  and  influential  monetary  institutions  of  this  part  of  the  state. 
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Mr.  Larrabee  has  always  had  an  admiration  for  the  military  arm  of  our 
national  government  and  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Spamsh-American  war  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  G,  Fifty-second  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteei 
Infantry,  and  toward  the  close  of  the  war  was  commissioned  as  captain  and 
commissary  of  subsistence  of  volunteers,  with  the  rank  of  captain.  He  was 
also  a  lieutenant-colonel  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Drake,  colonel  on  the  sta 
of  Governor  Shaw  and  held  a  similar  rank  on  the  staff  of  Governor  Cano  . 
While  at  the  State  University  in  1893,  Mr.  Larrabee  was  a  membei  of  the 
expedition  sent  by  the  university  to  the  Bahama  islands  for  scientific  leseaici, 
a  trip  which  secured  much  valuable  material  for  the  science  department  of  the 

university. 

Politically,  Mr.  Larrabee  has  always  been  a  stanch  supporter  ot  the 
Republican  party  and  has  taken  an  active  part  111  public  affairs.  In  1901  he 
was  the  successful  candidate  of  his  party  for  representative  in  the  Legislature 
and  served  in  the  twenty-ninth  General  Assembly.  In  1908  he  was  again 
elected  a  member  of  that  body  and  in  November,  1910,  was  re-elected.  Mi. 
Larrabee  has  also  served  several  years  as  a  member  of  the  Clermont  schoo 
board,  being  always  ready  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  advance  the  educationa 

interests  of  his  community. 

On  September  20,  1901,  Mr.  Larrabee  was  united  m  marriage  with 
Lillian  Ingles,  a  native  of  Middletown,  Connecticut,  and  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Lillian  Ingles.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  namely: 
William  J.,  who  died  in  infancy;  William,  the  third;  Lillian. 


JACOB  SCHUG. 

Of  the  people  of  foreign  birth  who  have  mingled  on  our  shores  and  be¬ 
come  an  important  element  in  our  national  life,  none  have  borne  a  more  con¬ 
spicuous  part  than  the  sturdy  sons  and  daughters  of  the  German  fatherland 
Honest  industrious  and  eminently  honorable,  they  have  taken  advantage  ot 
the  opportunities  which  here  obtained  and,  although  beginning  the  struggle 
in  a  modest  way,  they  gradually  surmount  all  obstacles  and  m  due  time  are 
found  dominating  almost  every  phase  of  industry  and  making  their  influence 
felt  in  all  lines  of  thought.  Among  the  sturdy  men  of  this  nationality  111 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  the  well  known  gentleman  and  enterprising  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  review. 

Jacob  Schug  was  born  September  29,  1846,  at  Baumholder,  Germany, 
near  the  historic  Rhine,  and  is  the  youngest  of  three  children  whose  parents, 
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Nicholas  and  Dorethea  (Claus)  Schug,  were  also  of  German  birth  and  natives 
of  the  same  town  in  which  the  subject  first  saw  the  light  of  day.  The  mother 
died,  in  Baumholder,  Germany,  when  Jacob  was  a  youth  and  later,  in  1864,  the 
fathei  came  to  America  and  located  at  Newark,  New  Jersey,  subsequently 
removing  to  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until  becoming  a  resident  of 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  about  the  year  1867.  In  his  native  land  he  followed 
farming  for  a  livelihood  and  on  coming  west  he  again  became  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  purchasing  land  in  Putnam  township,  on  which  he  spent  the  remainder  of 
his  life.  Peter,  the  oldest  of  his  three  sons,  is  a  retired  farmer,  living  at 
Strawberry  Point,  this  state.  Frederick  resides  in  the  town  of  Strawberry 
Point,  Jacob,  as  already  indicated,  being  the  third  and  youngest  of  the  family. 

Jacob  Schug  spent  his  early  life  in  his  native  land  and  was  about  eighteen 
years  old  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  the  United  States  in  1864.  After 
lemaining  one  year  in  Newark,  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he  spent  two  years, 
at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  returned  to  New  York  state  and  during 
the  ensuing  year  was  variously  employed  in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  In  1869  he 
came  west  and  for  two  years  thereafter  worked  at  farm  labor  and  burnt  lime 
in  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  which  state  he  has  since  made  his  home.  On 
November  23,  1871,  Mr.  Schug  entered  the  marriage  relation  with  Marie 
Gundlach,  of  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  immediately  following  which 
he  moved  to  Fayette  county  and  purchased  that  part  of  the  farm  in  section 
26,  Scott  township,  on  which  he  now  resides. 

On  coming  to  his  present  place  of  residence,  Mr.  Schug  at  once  addressed 
himself  to  the  task  of  improving  his  land  and  establishing  a  home  and  it  is 
needless  to  state  that  he  succeeded  admirably  in  the  undertaking,  for  within  a 
comparatively  brief  period  he  had  his  farm  under  cultivation  and  substantial 
buildings  erected.  He  also  increased  his  holdings  from  time  to  time  until  his 
farm  now  embraces  an  area  of  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  as  fine  land 
as  the  township  of  Scott  can  boast,  while  his  improvements  of  all  kinds  are 
admittedly  among  the  best  not  only  in  Fayette  county,  but  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  state.  His  place,  which  lies  in  section  26,  is  admirably  adapted 
to  general  agriculture  and  stock  raising,  in  both  of  which  branches  of  farm¬ 
ing  he  has  made  commendable  progress,  as  his  high  standing  and  wide  repu¬ 
tation  as  a  master  of  his  calling  abundantly  attest. 

Believing  in  using  his  means  to  good  advantage,  Mr.  Schug,  in  the  year 
1896,  erected  the  present  handsome  and  imposing  modern  dwelling  which  the 
family  now  occupy,  the  building  containing  twenty  rooms  with  all  the  latest 
comforts  and  conveniences  and  being,  as  already  indicated,  the  most  beautiful 
and  attractive  rural  home  in  the  county  of  Fayette  as  well  as  the  most  costly. 
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The  barns  and  various  outbuildings,  which  are  also  up  to  date  and  in  excellent 
repair,  were  erected  a  few  years  previously,  these  with  the  residence  and  every¬ 
thing  else  on  the  premises  bespeaking  the  presence  of  a  family  of  intelligence 
and  good  taste  and  the  oversight  of  a  modern  farmer  of  advanced  ideas  and 
tendencies  and  an  authority  on  matters  pertaining  to  his  vocation. 

In  connection  with  tilling  the  soil,  Mr.  Schug  enjoys  wide  repute  as  a 
breeder  and  raiser  of  fine  live  stock,  devoting  especial  attention  to  Aberdeen 
Angus  cattle,  draft  horses,  Poland  China  hogs,  in  addition  to  which  he  is  also 
quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  poultry  business,  his  breeds  of  Rhode  Island 
Reds  and  Plymouth  Rocks  being  among  the  highest  priced  in  this  section  of 
the  state.  He  keeps  in  close  touch  with  the  times  in  the  matter  of  agriculture 
and  livestock,  conducts  his  farm  upon  scientific  principles  and  in  all  of  his 
undertakings  his  progress  has  been  far  above  the  ordinary  and  his  financial 
success  in  keeping  with  the  intelligence  and  foresight  displayed  in  his  labors 
and  management. 

Mr.  Schug  is  a  public  spirited  man,  takes  an  active  and  influential  part 
in  township  and  county  affairs  and  from  time  to  time  has  been  elected  to  vari¬ 
ous  local  offices.  For  many  years  he  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  town¬ 
ship  and  in  that  capacity  did  much  to  promote  the  cause  of  education  and  se¬ 
cure  better  buildings  and  a  more  efficient  class  of  teachers.  He  has  sound 
convictions  and  well  grounded  opinions  on  the  questions  of  the  day,  but  yields 
allegiance  to  no  party,  supporting  those  principles  which  he  considers  to  be 
for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and  voting  for  the  candidates  best  qualified 
for  the  offices  to  which  they  aspire.  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Lutheran 
and  with  his  wife  and  children  holds  membership  with  the  church  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  at  Aurora. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schug  have  six  children :  Anna  D.,  who  married  John 
Kleinsorge,  of  Arlington,  and  is  the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Theodosia  by 
name;  Magdalena  M.,  Alvena  W.,  Emma  H.,  Adela  D.,  and  William,  ail 

except  the  oldest  still  with  their  parents. 

Mrs.  Schug  was  born  in  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  Germany,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Christian  and  Marie  (Katelhohn)  Gundlach,  who  came  to 
America  in  1854  and  settled  at  Dayton,  Michigan,  removing  thence  to  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  Iowa,  in  the  year  1855.  Mr.  Gundlach  purchased  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  in  section  31,  Putnam  township,  and  his 
brothers  John  and  Martin,  who  came  with  him,  also  entered  land  in  the  same 
part  of  the  country.  Until  he  could  provide  a  hastily  constructed  pole  cabin 
for  a  shelter,  Mr.  Gundlach’s  family  used  the  wagon  in  which  they  came  to 
their  new  home  for  a  dwelling,  but  in  due  time  the  little  building  was  com- 


1 388 


FAYETTE  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


pletecl  and  ready  for  occupancy.  Although  of  the  most  primitive  type,  it 
served  its  purpose  until  a  more  substantial  structure  of  logs  could  be  built  and 
the  latter  in  turn  was  replaced  after  some  years  by  the  handsome  modern  edi¬ 
fice  which  the  family  long  occupied.  Mr.  Gundlach  added  to  his  holdings 
at  intervals  until  his  place  contained  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  fine 
land  and,  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  he  ranked  among  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  men  in  his  part  of  the  country.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  and  as  a  neighbor  and  citizen  en¬ 
joyed  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  He 
died  September  30,  1899,  his  wife  having  been  called  to  tbe  unseen  world  on 
November  30,  1884.  Their  four  children  were  Christian,  who  died  on  ship¬ 
board  while  the  family  were  en  route  to  America;  Marie,  wife  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Dorethea,  wife  of  John  McQuay,  a  retired  farmer,  living  in 
Aurora,  and  Anna,  who  married  John  Rehmann,  a  well  known  resident  of 
Des  Moines. 


CHAUNCEY  JASPER  BRIGGS. 

Farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Scott  township, 
Chauncey  J.  Briggs  is  a  native  of  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  the  26th  day  of  November,  1839.  On  the  paternal  side, 
he  is  descended  from  German  ancestry  and  combines  many  of  the  sterling 
characteristics  for  which  that  nationality  is  distinguished.  The  first  of  the 
Briggs  family  to  come  to  America  were  two  brothers,  Anthony  and  James 
Briggs,  who  settled  in  a  very  early  day  near  Tower  Hill,  New  York.  Pelig 
Briggs,  son  of  Anthony,  was  born  near  Tower  Hill  and  there  married  and 
reared  a  family,  among  his  children  being  a  son  by  the  name  of  Jeremiah 
Briggs,  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Jeremiah  Briggs  went  to  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  in  an  early  day, 
where  he  married  Rosalind  Stanton,  of  Connecticut,  and  engaged  in  agricul¬ 
tural  pursuits.  Later,  in  1849,  he  sold  out  and  migrated  to  Fond  du  Lac 
county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  purchased  land  and  improved  a  farm  on  which 
he  lived  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  removing  at  the  expiration  of  that  time 
to  the  town  of  Oakfield,  where  he  lived  in  retirement  until  his  death,  in  1899, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  first  wife,  whose  name  is  given  above,  died 
in  Pennsylvania  and  he  afteTwards  married  her  sister,  who  preceded  him  to 
the  grave  by  about  six  years.  Of  the  nine  children  born  of  his  first  marriage, 
the  following  survive:  Chauncey  J.,  of  this  review;  Hannah,  who  lives  on 
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the  family  homestead  in  Wisconsin;  Jeremiah,  a  farmer  of  that  state;  Alva, 
of  Racine,  Wisconsin,  and  for  thirty  years  an  engineer  on  Lake  Michigan, 
Marietta,  of  Santa  Pala,  California,  and  James  S„  a  farmer  of  Fayette 
county,  Iowa.  Mr.  Briggs’  second  wife  bore  him  two  children,  one  of  whom, 

Alice,"  of  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  is  living. 

Chauncey  Jasper  Briggs  spent  his  childhood  in  his  native  state  and  unti 

the  a°e  of  nine  years  attended  at  intervals  the  schools  of  Luzerne  county  n 
i848&his  father  purchased  land  in  Fond  du  Lac  county,  Wisconsin,  and  the 
same  year  the  subject  and  an  older  brother  were  sent  there  to  clear  and  improve 
as  much  of  the  land  as  they  could  and  prepare  it  for  the  reception  of  the  rest 
of  the  family,  who  rejoined  them  the  year  following.  Chauncey  attendee 
school  for  several  years  after  going  to  Wisconsin  and  remained  with  his 
father  until  attaining  his  majority,  when  he  engaged  m  the.  pursuit  o  _  agri¬ 
culture  upon  his  own  responsibility.  On  August  17,  1861,  m  .  isconsin,  e 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Walters,  who  was  born  in  Plattsburg, 
New  York,  following  which  he  continued  farming  111  Fond  du  Lac  county 
until  i860,  when  he  moved  to  Clermont,  Iowa,  driving  through  by  wagon  and 
being  six  days  on  the  road.  On  arriving  at  his  destination  Mr.  Briggs  entered 
the  employ  of  ex-Governor  Larrabee,  for  whom  he  hauled  flour  from  Clermon 
to  Postville,  this  being  before  the  railroad  was  completed  to  either  of  those 
towns  After  six  months  of  teaming  he  severed  his  connection  with  Mr 
Larabee  and  hired  to  John  Thompson,  of  Clayton,  with  whom  he  remained 
two  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  moved  to  Fayette  county  and  rented  a 
farm  in  Jefferson  township,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  buying  lane. 

of  his  own  in  1875.  . 

Mr.  Briggs’  purchase  consisted  of  eighty  acres  in  section  17,  Scott  ton 

shin  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  improve  and  which  by  industry  and  goo< 
management  he  has  since  made  one  of  the  best  farms  of  its  size  in  the  county. 
Among  the  various  improvements  Which  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  are 
the  handsome  and  commodious  modern  dwelling,  a  fine  large  barn,  and  other 
buildings  in  keeping  therewith,  his  place,  known  as  “Cedar  Lawn  Farm, 
being  both  beautiful  and  attractive  and  one  of  the  most  desirable  conn  n 
homes  in  the  township.  Mr.  Briggs  is  an  enterprising,  up-to-date  farmer, 
who  made  a  careful  study  of  agricultural  science,  and  never  falls  to  realize 
abundant  returns  from  the  time  and  labor  expended  on  his  fields.  In  connec 
tion  with  general  farming,  he  devotes  considerable  attention  to  hvestoc  . 
his  Holstein  cattle  and  Chester  White  hogs  being  among  the  finest  m  this  pait 

of  the  state  and  yielding  him  no  small  share  of  his  income. 

Mr.  Briggs  is  public  spirited  in  all  the  term  implies,  takes  an  actrv  e  m  ei 
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cst  m  whatever  tends  to  the  advancement  of  the  community  and  all  enterprises 
tor  the  benefit  of  his  fellow  men  find  in  him  a  zealous  and  liberal  patron.  He 
has  sened  thirty-one  years  on  the  local  board,  during  a  large  part  of  which 
time  he  was  president  of  the  body,  and  as  a  Democrat  he  is  a  leader  of  his 
pai  tv  in  his  township  and  stands  high  in  political  circles  throughout  the 
county.  Personally,  he  is  a  companionable  gentleman  of  pleasing  presence 
and  address,  enjoys  great  popularity  among  the  people  and  possesses  those 
rare  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  which  win  and  retain  warm  friendships.  His 
integrity  has  ever  been  above  reproach  and  in  all  of  his  mingling  and  dealing 
with  Ins  fellow  men  his  conduct  has  been  upright  and  honorable  and  character¬ 
istic  of  the- true  neighbor  and  citizen. 

Mrs.  Briggs,  who  was  the  only  child  of  Aaron  and  Rosanna  (Averal) 
\\  alters,  of  Plattsburg,  New  York,  bore  her  husband  one  child  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  25th  of  September,  1904.  She  was  an  excellent  woman,  a 
lo\  al  wife  and  help-meet  and  all  with  whom  she  came  in  contact  spoke  in  high 
praise  of  her  beautiful  character  and  many  suitable  and  amiable  traits. 

hied  Walter,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Briggs,  was  born  October  11,  1863. 
He  has  always  lived  at  home  and  is  now  managing  the  farm,  being  one  of  the 
piogi  essive  agriculturists  of  Scott  township  as  well  as  an  enterprising  man  of 
affairs.  He  has  served  as  president  of  the  school  board,  keeps  in  touch  with 
the  times  on  matters  of  public  interest  and  uses  his  influence  in  the  further¬ 
ance  of  eveiy  laudable  means  for  the  general  good.  He  was  married,  De¬ 
cember  5,  1889,  to  Ann  May  Lincoln,  whose  parents,  Jonathan  and  Evaline 
(Novice)  Lincoln,  came  to  Fayette  county  in  1884  and  settled  in  Scott  town¬ 
ship. 


FRED  BOIE. 

Among  the  men  of  influence  of  Fayette  county,  who,  though  an  American 
by  adoption  only,  have  the  interests  of  their  community  at  heart  and  who  have 
led  consistent  lives,  thereby  gaining  definite  success  along  their  chosen  lines, 
is  Fred  Boie,  who  is  the  owner  of  vast  and  valuable  landed  estates,  which  he 
manages  with  that  care  and  discretion  that  stamps  him  as  a  twentieth-cen¬ 
tury  agriculturist  of  the  highest  order.  He  was  born  in  MecklenlmVg- 
Schwerin,  Germany,  February  18,  1869,  the  son  of  Joachim  and  Sophia 
( Yoelker)  Boie,  both  natives  of  the  same  locality  where  their  son,  Fred  Boie, 
was  born.  They  grew  to  maturity,  were  educated  and  married  there,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1873  came  to  America,  locating  in  DuPage  county,  Illinois,  and  in 
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March  1875,  came  on  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  began  farming  one-half 
mile  west  and  one  mile  south  of  Hawkeye,  on  a  rented  farm  which  he  man¬ 
aged  for  two  years.  Then  he  moved  on  another  rented  farm  for  four  years. 

In  February,  1881,  he  moved  to  section  16,  Bethel  township,  this  county,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good  land  and  there  he  made  a 
comfortable  home  for  his  family.  He  had  two  sons,  John,  who  was  bom 
Tune  9,  1863,  and  Fred,  of  this  review.  They  both  assisted  with  the  work  on 
the  home  place  where  they  grew  to  maturity,  and  during  the  winter  months 
attended  the  German  schools  for  one  year,  but  most  of  their  education  was 
obtained  in  the  public  schools.  Their  father  was  a  man  of  rare  courage  and 
persistency  He  worked  for  some  time  in  Germany  at  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  week  as  a  farm  hand,  and,  by  careful  habits  and  strict  economy 
he  had  saved  the  sum  of  nine  hundred  dollars  with  which  he  began  life  in  the 
New  World.  When  he  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  he  found  that  hogs  and 
corn  were  very  cheap,  and  that  farmers  had  a  hard  life  and  small  profits  for 
their  labor.  Both  his  sons  are  naturalized  and  both  are  Democrats.  John 
Boie  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in  Stearns  county,  Minnesota. 

Fred  Boie  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  he  reached  manhood. 
He  was  married  on  September  8,  1892,  to  Flora  Rachow,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Frederica  (Popenhagen)  Rachow,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the  father 
from  Mecklenburg-Schwerin,  coming  to  America  about  1864,  just  too  ate 
to  enlist  in  the  Federal  army  for  service  during  the  Rebellion.  He  worked 
about  two  years  in  Calhoun  county,  Michigan,  then  went  back  to  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  four  years.  While  living  in  Auglaize  county,  Ohio,  m  1871,  he 
married  Frederica  Popenhagen,  who  also  came  from  Mecklenburg-Schwerin, 
Germany  arriving  in  America  about  1870.  They  returned  to  Calhoun  county, 
Michigan,  where  they  lived  until  March,  1888,  then  settled  in  Banks  township, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they  bought  a  farm  which  they  worked  for  many 
years,  but  they  are  now  living  retired  in  Sumner,  Iowa. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fred  Boie  four  children  have  been  born,  namely  . 
Joseph  Carl,  Louis  Fred,  Carl  Ernest  and  Ena  Sophia.  The  father  and 

mother  are  both  living  at  the  old  home  with  Fied. 

Fred  Boie  is  a  Democrat  and  he  is  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  was  school  director  in  Bethel  township  in  1898  and  continued 
as  such  for  about  eight  years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  secretary  of  the 
board,  resigning  as  a  member  of  the  board  in  order  to  become  secietai}  e 
was  township  trustee  of  Bethel  township  for  three  years,  having  been  electee 
on  November  2,  1903,  and  at  the  end  of  three  years  he  was  elected  township 
clerk,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  was  road  supervisor  for  three  years. 
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He  was  twice  elected  constable,  but  once  refused  to  qualify  for  office.  There 
are  only  two  township  offices  that  he  has  not  held.  This  is  certainly  proof 
•of  his  high  standing  in  the  township  and  of  the  absolute  confidence  which  his 
fellow  citizens  repose  in  him.  His  is  probably  the  only  instance  in  the  history 
of  Bethel  township  of  an  individual  holding  at  the  same  time  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  school  board  and  also  that  of  township  clerk.  Mr.  Boie  has 
been  a  frequent  delegate  to  county  conventions  and  was  once  selected  as  a 
delegate  to  the  state  convention,  but  sickness  prevented  his  attendance.  He 
has  been  committeeman  for  seven  years,  and  he  probably  knows  the  politics 
of  each  man  in  the  township  better  than  anyone  else.  His  advice  is  fre¬ 
quently  sought  by  party  leaders  and  he  wields  a  wide  influence  in  local  political 
affairs.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church,  in  which  Mr. 
Boie  is  an  active  worker,  having  been  treasurer  for  two  years  and  he  is  now 
secretary  of  the  local  congregation. 

Mr.  Boie  has  been  a  very  successful  farmer  and  business  man,  and  is  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  to  which  he  added  eighty  acres  in 
1900.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  from  his  father  in  1894. 
He  also  bought  a  half  section  of  land  in  Edwards  county,  South  Dakota,  in 
1909,  which  he  still  owns.  He  has  been  a  good  manager  and  has  been  for¬ 
tunate  in  his  transactions.  Personally,  he  is  a  good  mixer,  pleasant  to 
know,  congenial  and  hospitable,  all  who  visit  his  pleasant  and  attractive 
home  being  made  to  feel  a  genuine  welcome,  consequently  he  and  his  wife  are 
popular  throughout  the  community  where  they  reside. 


DANIEL  DAVIS. 

In  the  death  of  the  honored  subject  of  this  sketch,  which  occurred  at  his 
home  in  Fayette,  Iowa,  on  January  28,  1897,  the  community  lost  one  of  its 
most  estimable  and  high  minded  men  and  the  county  of  Fayette  a  public 
spirited  citizen,  whose  place  it  was  difficult  to  fill.  A  devoted  husband  and 
loving,  indulgent  father,  a  keen  and  sagacious  man  of  affairs,  he  acted  well 
his  part  in  life,  wielded  a  strong  influence  for  good,  and  in  his  removal  there 
passed  from  earth  one  who  in  a  large  measure  had  dignified  his  manhood  and 
honored  the  race. 

Daniel  Davis  was  born  in  Randolph,  Vermont,  on  May  25,  1826,  and  he 
inherited  the  sturdy  qualities  of  his  New  England  ancestors.  He  was  reared 
on  the  paternal  homestead  and  secured  a  good,  practical  common  school  educa- 
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tion.  Soon  after  attaining  his  majority  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in 
the  new  Eldorado  of  the  West  and  from  1850  to  1853  he  resided  in  California. 
Like  many  others  who  did  likewise,  he  returned  to  his  native  state,  where  he 
remained  until  1867,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  at  Masonville.  In  1874 
he  came  to  Fayette  and  engaged  in  the  banking  business,  in  which  line  he  con¬ 
tinued,  with  uniform  success,  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  a  man  of  un¬ 
usual  penetration  and  discernment  in  business  affairs.  He  enjoyed  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  his  business  associates  to -a  marked  degree  and  his  counsel  and  ad¬ 
vice  were  often  sought  in  business  affairs.  During  his  residence  in  Fayette 
he  was  numbered  among  the  leading  and  representative  citizens  of  the  com¬ 
munity  and  he  was  always  a  prominent  and  influential  factor  in  advancing  its 
best  interests,  and  at  his  death  it  was  felt  that  the  community  had  suffered  a 
distinct  and  irreparable  loss. 

No  better  testimonial  could  be  offered  as  showing  the  estimation  in  which 
Mr.  Davis  was  held  by  his  fellow  citizens,  than  the  following  extract  from 
resolutions  passed  by  Pleiades  Lodge  No.  248,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  faithful  and  appreciated  member: 

“Daniel  Davis  was  a  man  of  extensive  reading  and  of  wide  and  varied 
information,  which,  coupled  with  ability  of  apt  expression  and  a  social  dis¬ 
position,  made  him  a  most  instructive  and  entertaining  companion.  He  was 
possessed  of  excellent  business  qualifications  and  was  a  man  of  unusually 
sound  judgment  in  every  respect.  He  had  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  all 
questions  of  the  day  and  had  given  much  thought  and  study  to  many  subjects 
to  which  the  majority  of  people  give  but  little  attention  or  none  whatever. 
The  opinions  reached  by  him  on  all  questions  were  the  results  of  his  own  inde¬ 
pendent  thought  and  judgment  after  study  and  investigation  and  not  the  echo 
of  the  conclusions  of  others;  as  he  was  independent  in  forming  his  own  con¬ 
clusions,  so  he  was  firm  and  fearless  in  the  expression  of  them.  Though 
never  seeking  controversy,  he  was  at  all  times  abundantly  able  to  defend  his 
views  with  strong  and  cogent  reasoning.  He  was  no  time  server;  he  never 
trimmed  his  sails  to  catch  any  breeze  of  popular  approval.  He  was  a  man  of 
kind  heart  and  generous  impulses,  which  traits  were  frequently  shown  in  most 
practical  and  efficient  ways.  He  aided  many  people  in  the  best  way  by  help¬ 
ing  them  to  help  themselves,  and  many  a  discouraged  man  has  been  inspired 
with  hope  and  many  a  humble  home  has  been  cheered  and  gladdened  by  his 
substantial  aid  and  encouragement.  He  was  a  good  citizen,  a  kind  neighbor, 
a  man  whose  integrity  never  was  questioned,  one  whose  word  was  as  good  as 
his  bond.” 


(88) 
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On  June  16,  1856,  at  Randolph,  Vermont,  Mr.  Davis  was  married  to 
Charlotte  O.  Bruce,  a  native  of  that  state,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  namely:  Mrs.  J.  W.  Neff,  of  West  Union;  George  Albert,  of 
Fayette;  Franklin  James,  William  Jacob,  Mrs.  C.  H.  Addington,  Emma  Gay 
Davis  and  Lotta  Bruce  Davis.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Davis  took  a  keen  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  of  which  he  had  been  a  member  for 
many  years,  and  by  his  brethren  he  was  held  in  the  highest  regard. 


LAFAYETTE  SMITH. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  a  prominent  stock  farmer  and  a  worthy  repre¬ 
sentative  of  one  of  the  old  and  respected  families  of  Fayette  county,  was  born 
on  the  farm  in  Eden  township  where  he  now  lives  January  9,  1858.  1  he 

old  home  in  which  he  first  saw  the  light  of  day  is  still  standing  and  in  a  fail- 
state  of  preservation,  considering  that  it  was  erected  ten  years  previous  to  his 
birth.  Whitman  Smith,  the  subject's  father,  was  born  June  16,  1804,  in 
Steuben  county,  New  York,  there  married,  when  a  young  man,  Phebe  Ann 
Niles,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  state.  Shortly  after  their  marriage,  in 
1855,  Whitman  Smith  and  wife  came  direct  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  locating 
temporarily  on  a  rented  farm  in  Eden  township,  the  land  which  Mr.  Smith 
had  purchased  in  the  meantime  not  being  in  a  condition  to  cultivate.  The 
year  following  Mr.  Smith  erected  the  house  referred  to  above  and,  moving 
into  the  same,  addressed  himself  to  the  task  of  improving  his  farm.  The 
land  was  largely  covered  with  timber  and  a  dense  undergrowth  and  it  re¬ 
quired  a  great  deal  of  hard  work  to  clear  and  grub  it,  but  by  perseverance  the 
soil  was  finally  reduced  to  a  state  of  tillage  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  years 
the  Smith  farm  was  one  of  the  best  improved  and  among  the  most  productive 
in  the  township. 

Mr.  Smith  came  to  this  state,  a  poor  man,  but  by  his  energy,  industry 
and  capable  management,  succeeded  in  carving-  out  a  good  home  and  acquiring 
a  comfortable  competency.  His  early  experience  as  a  canal  band  in  his  native 
state  and  later  as  captain  on  a  boat  peculiarly  fitted  him  for  the  hardships 
and  rough  usages  of  pioneer  life  and  for  a  number  of  years  after  settling  in 
Fayette  county  he  appeared  to  succeed  where  others  failed.  His  original 
farm,  consisting  of  a  quarter  section  of  land  on  Ctane  cieek,  south  of  the 
village  of  Eden,  was  brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  by  his  labors  and 
in  after  years  be  discontinued  active  work  and  turned  the  place  over  to  the 
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care  of  his  sons.  He  lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  dying  on  July  18,  1885,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  one  month  and  two  days,  his  widow,  who  was 
twenty  years  his  junior,  departing  this  life  in  December,  1907,  aged  eighty- 
three. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  Whitman  and  Phebe  Ann  Smith,  all  but  one 
grew  to  maturity,  their  names  being  as  follows :  Eugene,  a  farmer  in  Fayette 
county  and  a  member  of  Captain  Rogers'  company  during  the  Civil  war,  died 
some  years  ago  at  the  age  of  fiftyrseven.  Eli,  also  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
lives  in  Cushing,  Oklahoma ;  Alice  is  the  wife  of  E.  O.  Felts,  and  makes  her 
home  in  Sacramento,  California;  Ellen  married  M.  Sweet  and  lives  in  Evans¬ 
ton,  Illinois;  Emmar,  the  wife  of  H.  N.  Roberts,  lives  in  Eden  township; 
Lafayette,  of  this  review,  being  the  next  in  order  of  birth;  Seward  lives  in 
California;  Henry  Dorr,  the  youngest,  is  a  citizen  of  Rockport,  Illinois;  Dora, 
the  eighth  in  number,  died  in  childhood. 

Lafayette  Smith,  or  “Lafe”  as  he  is  more  familiarly  known,  grew  to 
manhood  on  the  family  homestead  and  received  his  educational  training  in 
the  district  schools.  His  older  brothers  and  sisters  marrying  and  leaving  the 
home  circle,  the  care  of  the  farm  fell  to  him  and  right  loyally  did  he  discharge 
his  duty  toward  his  aged  parents.  To  reimburse  him  for  supporting  them 
during  their  declining  years,  the  farm  was  deeded  to  him  and  he  has  since 
lived  on  the  same  and  prospered,  adding  to  the  original  area,  until  he  now 
owns  three  hundred  and  seventy-four  acres  of  excellent  and  highly  improved 
land,  practically  all  of  which  is  devoted  to  stock  raising.  Mr.  Smith  finds 
livestock  much  more  profitable  than  agriculture,  being,  as  already  indicated, 
one  of  the  leading  stock  farmers  of  the  county  as  well  as  an  enterprising  and 
public  spirited  man  of  affairs.  He  raises  only  the  highest  grade  of  stock, 
keeping  upon  an  average  of  two  hundred  head  of  fine  cattle,  which  he  fattens 
and  ships  by  the  car  load,  his  sales  in  1908  amounting  to  two  hundred  and 
ten  head,  for  which  he  received  the  highest  market  price.  He  makes  a 
specialty  of  buying  young  animals,  which  he  pastures  until  ready  for  sale,  and 
in  addition  to  cattle  also  breeds  and  raises  a  fine  grade  of  swine,  besides  keep¬ 
ing  on  his  farm  at  all  times  quite  a  number  of  excellent  horses  for  draft  and 
road  purposes. 

Mr.  Smith  is  enterprising  in  the  most  liberal  meaning  of  the  term,  has 
always  stood  for  public  improvements  and  endeavors  to  realize  within  himself 
his  high  ideals  of  manhood  and  citizenship.  Ready  at  all  times  to  assist  in 
furthering  laudable  movements  and  measures,  he  has  done  much  to  promote 
the  material  interests  of  his  township  and  county  and  every  means  for  the 
social,  intellectual  and  moral  welfare  of  the  community  finds  in  him  a  zealous 
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advocate  and  liberal  patron.  Politically,  he  gives  his  allegiance  to  the  Re¬ 
publican  party,  but  aside  from  serving  as  assessor  of  Eden  township  he  has 
held  no  public  office,  although  by  nature  and  training  well  qualified  to  fill  with 
credit  positions  of  honor  and  trust.  Mr.  Smith  has  been  twice  married,  the 
first  time,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  to  Mrs.  Nancy  Parker,  who  died  ten 
years  later,  leaving  a  daughter,  Ertel.  who  is  now  the  wife  of  Herbert  Mumby, 
of  Eden  township.  The  second  marriage  was  solemnized  with  Mrs.  Floretta 
Alton,  widow  of  the  late  Reno  Alton,  whose  father,  George  Alton,  was  one 
of  the  first  settlers  of  Eden  township  and  a  man  of  high  standing  in  the  com¬ 
munity.  Mrs.  Smith,  who  is  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Blanchard,  of  Waucoma, 
was  born  in  Wisconsin  and  came  to  Fayette  county  in  early  life,  later  becom¬ 
ing  a  teacher  in  the  public  schools,  which  profession  she  followed  for  several 
years  with  marked  success.  By  her  previous  marriage  she  had  two  daughters, 
Edna  Belle  and  Eva  Viola,  Alton,  both  teachers  in  the  county,  and  her  union 
with  the  subject  has  been  blessed  with  one  son,  Gilbert  Lafayette  Smith,  seven 
years  old. 

Mr.  Smith  erected  his  present  handsome  and  modern  residence  in  the 
year  1900  and  now  has  one  of  the  finest  and  most  attractive  country  homes 
in  Fayette  county.  Believing  that  wealth  should  be  used  to  further  the  laud¬ 
able  enterprises  and  make  life  as  desirable  as  possible,  he  has  been  liberal  in 
the  expenditure  of  his  means  on  his  home,  thus  adding  to  its  beauty  and  at¬ 
tractiveness,  and  doing  all  within  his  power  to  make  it,  to  the  inmates,  the 
one  happy  and  ideal  spot,  which  they  may  enjoy  now  and  which  in  after  years 
they  may  remember  as  the  spot  where  all  the  wealth  of  the  heart  and  affections 
center. 


ALBERT  W.  HYMAN. 

The  family  of  this  name  in  Fayette  county  is  of  German  origin.  In 
1848  William  and  Catherine  (Smith)  Hyman  came  from  Germany  and 
settled  in  Illinois,  where  the  father  died  July  18,  1881,  his  wife  surviving 
him  until  February  25,  1906.  They  had  four  children,  Albert  W.,  Charles, 
Carrie  and  William.  Carrie  married  Chris  Burkhardt,  of  Hawkeye. 
Charles  G.  was  born  at  Sandwich,  Illinois,  in  1857,  lived  at  Dwight  about 
six  years  and  at  Gardner  for  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  the  farm  near 
Gardner  for  one  year  and  spent  the  winter  of  1868-69  in  Wilmington,  Illi¬ 
nois.  In  the  spring  of  1869  he  removed  to  Fayette  county.  William,  the 
youngest  of  the  four  children,  resides  at  Shannon  City,  Iowa.  About  1858 
the  family  removed  to  a  farm  in  Livingston  county,  Illinois,  neai  Dwight. 
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They  came  from  there  to  Fayette  county  in  1869,  when  the  father  bought  a 
farm  in  section  11,  Banks  township,  consisting  of  two  hundred  acres.  On 
this  place  the  children  grew  up,  meantime  attending  the  district  and  Lutheran 
schools. 

On  February  21,  1878,  Albert  W.  Hyman  married  Sophia,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Dora  (Menschunges)  Niedert.  Both  of  her  parents  came  from 
Germany  in  1848  in  a  sailing  vessel,  which  took  three  months  to  cross  the 
ocean.  They  settled  in  Cook  county,  Illinois.  Before  his  marriage  Mr. 
Hyman  bought  eighty  acres  in  section  24,  Bethel  township,  where  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  and,  though  he 
attends  church,  does  not  belong  to  any  denomination.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wyman 
have  six  children:  Carrie,  Tillie,  Minnie,  \\  illiam,  Mary  and  Ida.  Carrie 
married  Atal,  son  of  Perry  Nelson,  and  lives  at  Starkweather,  North  Da¬ 
kota,  and  has  one  daughter  named  Anna.  Tillie  married  William  Schorn- 
horst  and  is  a  resident  of  Hawkeye,  with  one  daughter  named  Mildred. 
Minnie  married  John  Wier  and  resides  four  miles  from  Campbell,  Minne¬ 
sota.  William  married  Lizzie  Jarchew  and  lives  three  miles  north  and  three 
miles  west  of  Sumner.  Mary  married  Frank  Schott  and  is  a  resident  of 
Bethel  township,  west  side. 

Mr.  Hyman  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He 
is  a  quiet  man  and  a  very  pleasant  gentleman  to  meet. 


CARL  LAUER.  . 

Improvement  and  progress  may  well  be  said  to  form  the  keynote  of 
the  character  of  Carl  Lauer.  and  he  has  not  only  been  interested  in  the  work 
of  advancement  in  individual  affairs,  but  his  influence  is  felt  in  upbuilding 
the  community  in  Fayette  county  where  he  has  long  resided.  He  has  been 
a  very  industrious  man  all  his  life,  and  as  a  result  every  mile-post  of  the 
years  he  has  passed  has  found  him  further  advanced,  more  prosperous,  more 
sedate  and  with  a  larger  number  of  friends  than  the  preceding.  He  was  born 
in  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa,  January  2,  1868,  and  he  is  the  son  of  Philip 
Lauer,  a  successful  and  highly  respected  citizen  of  that  county. 

Mr.  -Lauer  was  educated  in  Millatery  township,  Winneshiek  county, 
this  state,  attending  the  district  schools  during  the  winter  months,  a  German 
school  three  winters,  and  working  on  the  farm  in  crop  season,  assisting  with 
the  general  work  about  his  father’s  place.  In  1891  he  located  in  Dover  town- 
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ship,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  buying  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
acres,  on  which  he  farmed  very  successfully  until  1899,  when  he  bought  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Windsor  township,  where  he  now  resides, 
having  developed  an  excellent  farm  which  he  manages  in  such  a  skillful 
manner  that  he  ranks  easily  with  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  township. 
He  has  a  comfortable  and  nicely  kept  borne  and  all  the  outbuildings,  etc., 
that  his  needs  require. 

Mr.  Lauer  was  married  November  24,  1892,  to  Bertha  Krueger,  who 
was  born  in  Jackson  township,  Washington  county,  Wisconsin.  She  is 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Minnie  (Krueger)  Krueger,  both  born  in  Ger¬ 
many,  where  they  were  reared  and  educated,  having  come  to  America  when 
young  and  married  after  reaching  our  shores.  The  trip  to  this  country 
was  an  unusually  long  and  tedious  one,  requiring  three  months.  They  lo¬ 
cated  in  Washington  county,  Wisconsin,  where  they  farmed.  The  pleasant 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carl  Lauer  has  been  graced  by  one  winsome  daughter, 
Elsie  M.,  who  was  born  in  1903. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lauer  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church,  and, 
politically,  Mr.  Lauer  is  a  Republican.  He  is  now  serving  very  acceptably 
on  his  second  term  on  the  school  board. 


ERNST  F.  D.  LENZ. 

Among  the  substantial  men  of  foreign  birth  to  settle  in  Fayette  county 
is  the  well  known  farmer  and  excellent  citizen  of  whom  the  biographer  writes 
in  this  connection.  Ernst  F.  D.  Lenz  is  a  native  of  Brandenburg,  Prussia, 
where  he  was  born  on  tbe  19th  of  November,  1853.  His  parents,  Carl  and 
Louisa  (Rosengarten)  Lenz,  also  natives  of  Brandenburg,  .grew  up  to¬ 
gether  and  after  their  marriage  obtained  their  livelihood  from  the  mill  which 
Mr.  Lenz  owned  and  operated.  He  died  in  1865  and  later  his  widow  became 
the  wife  of  Charles  Linius,  who  moved  his  family  to  the  United  States  in 
1868  and  settled  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  June,  1909,  his  wife  preceding  him 
to  the  grave  in  1907. 

Carl  and  Louisa  Lenz  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz:  Albertina, 
who  married  William  Wagner,  of  Harlan  township;  Ernst  F.  D.,  of  this 
review;  Herman,  a  farmer  living  near  Hawkeye,  Iowa;  Albert  H.  S.,  of 
Oran  township;  Hannah,  who  died  in  December,  1881,  and  Gustav,  whose 
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death  occurred  in  the  year  1874.  By  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Linius,  the 
mother  had  three  children,  Charles  W.,  of  Oran  township;  Theodor,  a  farmer 
of  Jefferson  township,  and  Fred,  who  lives  on  the  home  place  where  his 
parents  originally  settled. 

Ernst  F.  D.  Lenz  spent  his  childhood  and  early  youth  in  his  native  land 
and  received  his  educational  training  in  the  schools  of  the  same.  When 
about  thirteen  years  old  he  accompanied  his  mother  and  step-father  to 
America  and  until  the  age  of  nineteen  lived  at  home,  the  meanwhile  becoming 
proficient  in  the  English  tongue  and  acquiring  some  knowledge  of  the  com¬ 
mon  school  branches.  At  the  age  indicated,  he  began  working  for  himself 
as  a  farm  hand,  and  a  little  later  went  to  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  where  he 
continued  farm  labor  until  his  return  to  Fayette  county.  In  1880  he  bought 
the  farm  in  section  3,  Oran  township,  which  he  still  owns  and  which  con¬ 
tains  two  hundred  acres  of  as  fine  and  valuable  land  as  the  county  can  boast. 

Mr.  Lenz  has  made  all  the  improvements  on  his  place  and  is  now  in 
independent  circumstances,  ranking  among  the  leading  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  the  township  in  which  he  resides  and  standing  high  in  the  esteem 
of  the  public  as  an  enterprising  citizen.  In  the  month  of  June,  1889,  he 
was  happily  married  to  Elisa  Helen  Lenz,  of  Pommern,  Germany,  daughter 
of  William  and  Emily  Lenz,  who  immigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1882 
and  settled  in  Oran  township,  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Lenz  purchased  a  small 
tract  of  land  in  the  above  township  and  he  lived  there  until  1900,  when  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Oelwein,  but  after  a  residence  in  that  town  of  two  years  went 
to  Ridgefield,  Washington.  In  1909  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe  and  upon  his 
return  went  to  Elgin,  Illinois,  where  he  now  lives  with  his  son  Charles,  his 
wife  having  died  in  March,  1908.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lenz  had  nine  children, 
namely:  Henry;  Mrs.  Anna  Gruenhagen;  William;  Charles;  Elisa;  Helen, 
the  wife  of  the  subject;  Herman,  deceased;  Martha,  wife  of  John  Morton; 
Minnie,  now  Mrs.  H.  W eirts,  and  an  infant  that  died  unnamed. 

The  marriage  of  Ernst  and  Elisa  Helen  Lenz  has  been  blessed  with  the 
following  offspring:  Gertrude  A.,  Rudolph  E.,  Geitiude  E.,  Agnes  M., 
John  G.  (deceased),  Walter  G„  Annie  E„  and  Robert  Frederick,  who  died 

in  1906. 

Mr.  Lenz  has  an  interesting  family  and  takes  pride  m  his  children, 
all  of  whom  are  bright  and  intelligent  and  making  most  of  theii  oppoituni- 
ties.  The  farm  home  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  attiacthe  places  in 
the  township  of  Oran.  Mr.  Lenz  devotes  considerable  attention  to  the  rais¬ 
ing  of  fine  livestock  and  is  also  interested  in  dairying,  keeping  fiom  twenty 
to  twenty-five  cows  selected  with  special  reference  to  theii  value  as  milk  pio- 
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ducers.  As  already  indicated,  lie  is  now  in  independent  circumstances  and 
well  prepared  to  enjoy  the  many  material  blessings  which  have  come  to  him 
as  a  result  of  his  well  directed  industry  and  has  served  on  the  school  board 
of  his  town  although  not  a  politician  nor  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emolu¬ 
ments  of  office.  He  now  lives  in  Oelwein,  though  still  maintaining  the  opera¬ 
tion  of  the  farm. 

In  closing  this  brief  review  of  one  of  Fayette  county’s  most  estimable 
citizens,  it  is  deemed  proper  to  include  a  short  notice  of  his  brother,  Alber 
H.  S.,  who  is  also  a  man  of  considerable  local  prominence  and  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides.  Alber 
H.  S.  Lenz  was  born  March  29,  1858,  in  Brandenburg,  Prussia,  and  came 
to  America  at  the  age  of  ten  and  on  November  18,  1884,  be  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Hermine  Meyers,  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany,  a  union  resulting 
in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  viz:  H.  A.  D.,  Louisa  H.,  Martha  M.,  Carl 
A.  E.,  Martin  T.,  Minnie  E.,  Albert  W.,  Bertha  H.,  Paul  H.,  Margaret 
A.  and  Edgar  W. 


GEORGE  W.  HARRISON. 

Among  the  men  who  have  lived  in  Fayette  county  in  recent  years,  few 
have  left  behind  them  a  more  commendable  record  than  the  late  Georee  F 

o 

Harrison,  a  man  to  respect  and  admire  for  his  worthy  character,  and  his  in¬ 
fluence  will  long  be  felt. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  born  near  West  Union,  November  20,  1857.  During 
his  youth  he  taught  several  terms  of  school,  having  received  his  education  in 
the  common  schools  and  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  In  his  student  days 
he  exhibited  those  rare  qualities  of  leadership  which  characterized  him  all 
through  life.  He  must  have  inherited  some  of  these  traits  from  his  ancestors, 
for  one  has  a  monument  erected  to  his  memory  as  a  great  general;  Nansen,  the 
Arctic  explorer,  was  a  cousin  of  his  father,  C.  C.  Harrison,  who  went  to 
California  with  the  gold  hunters  of  1849.  The  son  also  was  always  ready  to 
shoulder  difficult  things.  Nothing  seemed  too  hard  or  too  big  for  him  to 
undertake. 

When  George  W.  Harrison  was  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  went  to 
western  Iowa,  settling  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Cherokee  county,  where  he 
lived  an  active  and  useful  business,  political  and  social  life. 

On  April  4,  1883,  Mr.  Harrison  married  Elma  Frances  Hall.  This 
union  was  blessed  by  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  All 
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survived  him  by  a  brief  six  days,  when  his  youngest  son,  George  W.,  Jr.,  was 
called  to  follow  him. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  a  very  successful  business  man,  exercising  soundness 
of  judgment  and  executive  ability  of  a  high  order.  He  had  the  confidence  of 
all  who  knew  him,  for  he  was  scrupulously  honest.  His  place  was  always 
kept  in  a  neat  and  up-to-date  manner  and  was  a  model  which  called  forth  the 
admiration  of  all  who  saw  it. 

On  Thursday,  May  16,  1907,  Mr.  Harrison  met  with  a  peculiar  accident 
while  carrying  a  roll  of  check-row  wire  down  a  flight  of  stairs.  Slipping,  he 
dropped  the  reel,  driving  one  of  the  prongs  into  his  foot.  The  accident  was 
at  first  thought  little  of,  but  soon  alarming  symptoms  of  blood  poisoning  set 
in,  which  caused  his  death  on  June  1st,  following,  at  the  age  of  forty-nine 
years,  six  months  and  eleven  days.  The  funeral  was  held  at  the  farm  resi¬ 
dence,  conducted  by  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Pierson,  Iowa,  citizens  for  many  miles  around  attending  the  services,  and 
he  now  rests  in  the  cemetery  which  is  but  a  few  rods  from  his  home.  Among 
those  who  survive  him  are  C.  C.  Harrison  and  Misses  Libbie  and  Carrie  Har¬ 
rison,  brother  and  sisters. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  a  man  beloved  in  the  community  where  he  had  lived 
for  nearly  twenty  years.  He  took  an  abiding  interest  in  public  affairs  and 
held  a  number  of  offices  of  trust  and  responsibility,  to  the  satisfaction  of  all 
concerned.  He  was  widely  known  in  his  chosen  vocation  as  stock  man.  He 
loved  the  freedom  of  the  farm.  Delighting  in  good  stock,  his  pastures  and 
yards  were  all  well  filled  with  a  good  grade  of  well-cared-for  stock  of  various 
kinds.  While  inclined  to  be  radical  in  his  views,  his  teachings  were  always 
of  a  strictly  moral,  temperate  and  uplifting  nature.  He  was  independent 
in  his  views,  thinking  for  himself  regardless  of  the  opinions  of  others,  being  a 
leader  and  not  a  follower.  He  was  particularly  active  in  temperance  work 
and  under  his  presidency  the  local  organization  was  unusually  popular  and 
efficient.  What  he  did  for  the  cause  of  temperance,  the  church,  the  local  ceme¬ 
tery,  the  schools,  the  farmers’  institute  and  for  good  roads  will  be  a  lasting 
monument  to  his  memory. 

George  W.  Harrison,  Jr.,  mentioned  above,  son  of  the  late  George  W., 
Sr.,  and  Elma  Frances  Harrison,  was  born  in  Grand  Meadow  township, 
Cherokee  county,  Iowa,  April  14,  1891,  and  died  June  7,  1907,  as  previously 
mentioned,  dying  in  the  very  room  and  house  "where  he  was  born,  being  then 
sixteen  years,  one  month  and  twenty-four  days  old.  “Georgie,”  as  he  was 
familiarly  called,  was  a  quiet,  industrious,  home-loving  boy,  preferring  the 
companionship  of  the  family  to  that  of  any  other.  He  was  a  great  reader 
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of  good  books  and  was  very  fond  of  reading  the  Bible  and  books  of  religions 
teaching.  His  inclination  was  for  study  rather  than  that  of  farming.  He 
was  ambitious  to  obtain  a  good  education  and  to  honorably  occupy  some  posi¬ 
tion  of  prominence,  and  had  he  lived,  no  doubt  these  would  have  been  fully 
realized.  On  June  4,  1907,  he  was  seized  with  acute  appendicitis,  which  re¬ 
sulted  in  his  death  three  days  later,  physicians  attributing  his  rapid  decline, 
if  not  his  death,  to  grief  over  the  death  of  his  father.  In  his  last  hours  he 
was  happy  and  hopeful,  and  seemed  to  have  a  glimpse  of  the  heavenly  home 
beyond.  He  spoke  of  seeing  a  great  multitude  of  people  in  a  most  beautiful 
place  and  among  them  his  own  father,  who  had  so  recently  preceded  him. 
Repeatedly  he  said,  “I  am  so  happy,”  and  seemed  conscious  that  he  must  die, 
bidding  each  good-by,  one  by  one,  patiently  bearing  his  affliction  as  had  his 
father  before  him,  and  departed  smiling,  and  without  a  tear.  Every  word 
he  spoke,  during  his  last  hours,  was  of  cheer  and  comfort.  Shortly  before 
his  death  he  said  to  his  brothers,  “On  the  roof,  just  over  my  bed,  is  a  white 
dove.  Go  out  and  see.”  They  went,  came  back,  and  said,  “Yes,  Georgie, 
there  is  a  white  dove  sitting  on  the  roof.”  Then  he  added,  “I  am  going  to 
die.” 

He  called  his  relatives  into  the  room,  and  for  an  hour  talked,  as  young 
people  rarely  do  when  waiting  for  the  “tide  that  bears  us  across  the  bar,”  say¬ 
ing  among  other  things,  “You  must  promise  me  you  will  not  cry,  because  I  am 
leaving  this  world  for  a  place  so  beautiful,  so  pure.” 

The  funeral  services  were  a  reproduction  of  those  of  the  father  a  few  days 
before,  in  that  they  were  held  in  the  home,  conducted  by  the  same  pastor,  and 
the  same  arrangements  and  hour  were  as  on  the  previous  occasion,  and  al¬ 
though  the  rain  came  down  in  torrents  there  was  a  large  audience  of  mourners 
as  the  remains  were  laid  to  rest  beside  those  of  the  father.  I11  his  case  the 
line  from  the  famous  old  Latin  poet,  “Whom  the  gods  love,  die  early,”  is  ap¬ 
plicable,  also  a  later  line,  “Perhaps  ’tis  best  as  ’twas  willed  to  be — God  knows.” 


JOHN  D.  DOOLEY. 

This  old  and  highly  esteemed  business  man,  also  a  veteran  of  the  Civil 
war,  was  born  on  board  the  sailing  vessel  “Douglass,”  May  6,  1840,  while 
his  parents,  John  and  Ellen  (Galway)  Dooley,  were  en  route  from  Ireland 
to  the  United  States.  After  spending  two  years  in  New  York,  the  family 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  thence  at  the  end  of  eleven  years  to  Fayette  county, 
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locating  in  the  fall  of  1853  about  one  and  one-half  miles  northwest  of  the 
village  of  Fayette  on  a  tract  of  land  which  John  Dooley  purchased  from  the 
government.  Here  young  John  D.  was  set  to  work,  clearing,  grubbing  and 
fitting  the  land  for  cultivation  and  on  this  place  he  grew  to  young  manhood, 
bearing  his  full  share  in  the  development  and  improvement  of  the  farm  and 
otherwise  looking  after  the  interests  of  his  parents.  With  his  father  he  did 
considerable  teaming  for  several  years  to  and  from  McGregor  and  later  moved 
with  the  family  to  the  village  of  Westfield,  where  his  father’s  death  subse¬ 
quently  occurred;  his  wife  survived  him  a  number  of  years,  finally  dying  of 
old  age. 

From  1859  until  1861  inclusive  John  D.  Dooley  attended  school  in  the 
old  seminary  at  Fayette,  devoting  the  summer  seasons  to  farm  labor  in  the 
vicinity.  In  September  of  the  latter  year  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third 
Iowa  Infantry,  and  during  the  ensuing  three  years  shared  with  his  comrades 
all  of  the  terrible  realities  of  warfare  in  the  Southland,  taking  part  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  campaigns  and  not  a  few  battles,  including  Shiloh,  siege  of  Vicks¬ 
burg,  Jackson,  Mississippi,  Hatchie  River,  and  the  various  engagements 
which  led  to  the  fall  of  Atlanta,  besides  numerous  skirmishes  and  minor 
actions.  The  loss  of  his  command  was  especially  heavy  in  the  charg'e  on  the 
enemy  s  breastworks  at  Jackson,  also  at  Atlanta,  where  the  Third  Iowa  was 
in  an  exposed  position  and  obliged  to  bear  the  brunt  of  the  fighting.  After 
three  years  of  strenuous  and  faithful  sendee,  he  was  discharged  at  Eastport, 
Georgia,  following  the  surrender  of  Atlanta,  and,  returning  home,  immediately 
thereafter  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  followed  for 
a  period  of  two  years.  Before  entering  the  army  he  had  taught  several  terms 
of  school  and  in  1868,  while  in  Greene  county,  Missouri,  for  a  short  time, 
taught  a  part  of  the  year  in  that  state,  meeting  With  splendid  success  in  a 
school  from  which  his  predecessor  had  been  forcibly  ejected  from  the  build¬ 
ing  by  unruly  scholars. 

Returning  from  the  above  state  to  Fayette  county,  Mr.  Dooley  located 
two  and  a  half  miles  west  of  Randalia,  Center  township,  where  for  a  period 
of  thirty-three  years  he  lived  the  life  of  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and  at  the  expira¬ 
tion  of  that  time  removed  to  Hawkeye,  his  present  place  of  residence. 
While  in  the  above  township  he  served  six  years  on  the  board  of  supervisors 
and  for  twenty  years  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  most  successful  public 
auctioneers  in  F ayette  county,  his  services  as  such  having  been  in  great  de¬ 
mand  throughout  a  large  area  of  territory.  Since  locating  at  Hawkeye  Mr. 
Dooley  has  been  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business,  in  connection  with  which 
he  also  does  a  large  and  successful  business  as  a  collector,  besides  attending 
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to  such  legal  matters  as  may  be  referred  to  him,  there  being  no  regular  at¬ 
torney  in  the  town.  During  the  last  ten  years  he  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace,  an  office  for  which  his  practical  intelligence  and  well  balanced  judg¬ 
ment,  natural  love  of  justice  and  knowledge  of  the  law  peculiarly  fit  him. 
Much  important  litigation  comes  before  his  court  and  such  has  been  the 
fairness  of  his  rulings  and  the  justness  of  his  decisions  that  but  few  of  the 
latter  have  been  appealed  to  higher  tribunals.  His  services  have  been  fre¬ 
quently  in  demand  in  the  settlement  of  states,  to  act  as  trustee  and  to  look 
after  various  interests,  and  it  is  needless  to  state  that  he  has  proven  capable 
in  all  of  his  business  relations  and  faithful  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him  by 
his  fellow  citizens. 

Mr.  Dooley  has  been  much  in  the  public  eye,  takes  an  active  part  in 
all  questions  and  issues  of  the  times  and  is  a  politician  of  no  little  influence, 
being  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  and  one  of  its  recognized 
leaders  in  the  county  of  Fayette.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  of  hte 
Republic,  in  which  he  is  a  leading  worker,  and  is  also  identified  with  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  in  1872  was  initiated  into  Pleiades 
Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  at  Fayette,  and  since  that  time 
has  been  a  zealous  worker  in  the  order,  being  a  charter  member  of  the  blue 
lodge  at  Hawkeye,  and  one  of  the  few  now  living  who  went  into  the  original 
organization. 

Mr.  Dooley  was  married  March  27,  1865,  to  Jennie  Wells,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Eliza  (Butler)  Wells,  the  father  a  pioneer  of  Fayette  county, 
moving  here  in  1849  from  Wisconsin  and  selling"  goods  for  several  years 
prior  to  the  Civil  war.  After  a  residence  of  about  thirty  years  in  this  county, 
he  moved  to  Oregon,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days,  dying  at 
the  age  of  eighty-two.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dooley  are  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  five  sons  and  a  daughter  are  living,  namely:  Lewis  L.,  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania;  John  Edward,  a  manufacturer  of  various  patent  rights,  near. 
Fond  du  Lac,  Wisconsin;  May  L.,  who  married  D.  W.  Hughes  and  lives  on 
a  farm  near  Hawkeye;  Rutherford  E.,  proprietor  of  a  hotel  in  Hamilton, 
Missouri;  Anson  R.,  a  musician  in  the  United  States  Artillery  Coast  Band, 
now  at  Fort  Warden,  Washington,  formerly  in  the  Philippine  Islands,  and 
Lester,  who  took  a  special  course  in  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  graduating 
in  June,  1910,  and  is  now  principal  of  the  high  school  at  Canda,  North 
Dakota.  Before  entering  that  institution  he  taught  for  several  years  and 
at  one  time  was  principal  of  the  high  school  of  Plymouth,  this  state.  Mr. 
Dooley’s  sons  are  intelligent,  wide-awake,  progressive  men  and  stand  high  in 
their  respective  places  of  residence.  The  name  is  respected  wherever  known 
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and  thus  far  the  honor  of  the  family  is  unsullied  by  a  single  unworthy  act 
on  the  part  of  any  of  its  members. 


REUBEN  F.  ROGERS. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch,  an  old  and  highly 
esteemed  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  was  born  in  Vermont,  October  17,  1837, 
and  grew  to  maturity  amid  the  romantic  scenes  of  his  native  state,  receiving 
the  meanwhile  superior  scholastic  training  and  devoting  his  early  life  to  work 
on  his  father’s  farm.  In  1858  he  came  to  Iowa  and,  after  spending  a  year 
in  Winneshiek  county,  changed  his  residence  to  the  county  of  Fayette,  where 
he  taught  school  the  following  winter,  and  in  1861,  shortly  after  the  breaking 
out  of  the  Civil  war,  entered  the  army  and  gave  one  year  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  While  at  the  front  he  took  part  in  the  campaign  against  Forts 
Henry  and  Donelson,  and  it  was  owing  to  exposure  in  the  battle  at  the  latter 
place  that  he  became  sick  and  was  obliged  to  leave  the  ranks  at  the  expiration 
of  the  period  indicated.  Returning  to  Fayette  county,  he  resumed  educational 
work  and  was  thus  engaged  in  Eden  and  other  townships  for  about  twelve 
consecutive  years,  earning  an  honorable  reputation  as  an  able  teacher  and 
doing  much  to  introduce  improved  methods  of  instruction  in  the  schools  of 
this  part  of  the  state'.  Later,  in  connection  with  his  school  work,  he  operated 
during  certain  months  of  the  year  a  threshing  machine  and  followed  the 
business  at  intervals  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  conducted  the  store  for 
F.  I.  Luce.  He  engaged  in  general  merchandising  in  Waucoma  from  1884 
to  1886  with  a  Mr.  W.  D.  Stafford,  being  now  in  business  at  Eden. 

Mr.  Rogers’s  influence  on  educational  thought  in  Fayette  county  has 
been  great,  and,  as  indicated  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  he  stood  high  as  a 
teacher  and  was  instrumental  in  arousing  an  interest  in  behalf  of  public 
schools  which  led  to  beneficial  results  in  after  years.  Since  engaging  in  mer¬ 
chandising  he  has  devoted  his  attention  very  closely  to  business  and  now  has 
a  well  stocked  store  and  a  large  and  lucrative  patronage,  the  village  of  Eden 
being  the  center  of  a  fine  section  of  country  and  a  trading  point  for  the 
same.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican  and  a  zealous  supporter  of  the  principles 
of  his  party,  but  he  has  never  aspired  to  leadership  nor  disturbed  his  quiet 
by  seeking  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  office. 

On  February  6,  1864,  Mr.  Rogers  was  united  in  marriage  with  Clara 
C.  Utter,  whose  parents,  Ira  and  Mary  Utter,  came  from  Wisconsin  to  Fay- 
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ette  county  in  1853  and  settled  in  Auburn  township,  removing  thence  in  1855 
to  the  township  of  Eden.  Mr.  ETtter  died  some  years  ago  in  Windsor  town¬ 
ship,  Ids  wife  afterwards  moving  to  Kansas  City,  Missouri,  and  is  now  de¬ 
ceased.  Mrs.  Rogers  and  her  sister,  Mrs.  Hattie  Stafford,  wife  of  Warren 
Stafford,  are  the  only  representatives  of  the  family  now  living  in  the 
county  of  Fayette.  They  have  three  brothers  in  Kansas,  viz:  Albert  W., 
George  Emmett  and  Frank  E.  Utter,  and  one,  Fred  E„  in  Minneapolis] 
Minnesota. 

Mrs.  Rogers  received  a  good  education  and  commenced  teaching  at 
the  early  age  of  seventeen  in  the  public  schools  of  Fayette  county.  She 
continued  this  line  of  work  until  her  marriage  and  was  also  similarly 
engaged  for  several  years  thereafter,  achieving  repute  as  a  teacher,  as  is 
indicated  by  her  retention  for  several  consecutive  terms  in  the  same  district. 
Five  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rogers,  namely:  Rollie,  a 
carpenter  and  thresher,  living  at  Eden;  Rossie  M.,  wife  of  F.  I.  Luce,  whose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  these  pages;  Willie  N.,  editor  of  the  Hawkeye 
Beacon-,  Leona  C.,  principal  of  the  Ft.  Atkins  high  school,  and  Ray  W.,  a 
talented  musician  and  teacher  of  music,  also  a  skilled  engineer  and  an  expert 
111  almost  any  kind  of  mechanical  work.  All  of  these  children  are  well  edu¬ 
cated  and  possess  more  than  ordinary  ability  and,  with  the  exception  of  W. 
N.,  all  taught  and  met  with  gratifying  success  as  trainers  of  the  vouno- 

J  b 


ERNST  BAECHLER. 

Among  the  thrifty  German  element  in  Fayette  county  who  have  come  to 
ns  f  1 0111  the  fathei  land  and  have  benefited  alike  themselves  and  the  community 
where  they  have  settled  by  their  wholesome  and  straightforward  lives  and  by 
that  enterprising  capacity  for  energetic,  well  directed  effort  and  close  applica¬ 
tion  to  the  work  in  hand  which  amounts  almost  to  genius,  is  Ernst  Baechler, 
who  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  in  Pleasant  Valley  township.  Mr.  Baechler 
was  born  in  Germany,  on  April  5,  1865,  his  parents,  John  and  Magdalena 
(Freiburghaus)  Baechler,  both  being  natives  of  that  country.  The  former 
being  a  man  of  unusual  straightforward  character  and  being  attracted  to  the 
new  republic  in  the  west  by  the  call  of  his  wife's  brother,  by  whom 
he  had  heard  of  the  great  opportunities  and  was  assisted  with  enough  funds 
to  be  able  for  him  and  his  family  to  sail  for  America  in  the  year  1876. 
He  came  direct  to  Elgin  with  his  family,  which  consisted  of  three  girls  and 
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two  boys.  His  profession  in  Germany  was  that  of  tailor,  but  after  taking  up 
his  residence  in  Elgin  he  did  not  follow  that  business  exclusively,  but  spent 
some  time  in  mason  work  as  well  as  other  occupations  which  he  found  lucra¬ 
tive. 

Ernst  Baechler’s  education,  which  had  been  begun  in  Germany,  was  con¬ 
tinued  in  the  public  schools  at  Elgin.  After  finishing  his  course  of  study  he 
struck  out  boldly  for  himself,  working  by  the  month  from  his  boyhood  until 
he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age.  He  then  determined  that  he  would  become 
a  landowner,  and  as  a  preliminary '  step  rented  a  place  known  as  the  old 
Ritcherton  farm  on  the  West  Union  road.  Here  the  Teutonic  characteristics 
which  have  won  success  for  the  large  majority  of  the  people  of  German 
birth  or  extraction  who  have  assisted  materially  in  developing  the  agricul¬ 
tural  possibilities  of  the  West,  asserted  themselves,  and  it  was  not  long  be¬ 
fore  he  was  able  to  purchase  the  splendid  one  hundred  and  fifty-acre  tract 
where  he  at  present  makes  his  home.  Here  he  has  erected  new  buildings 
throughout— a  house  that  is  very  much  more  than  a  comfortable  dwelling, 
with  very  attractive  surroundings,  excellent  outbuildings,  new,  strong  and 
durable  fences;  in  fact,  he  has  one  of  the  substantial  and  highly  cultivated 
farms  in  the  community.  In  addition  to  general  farming,  Mr.  Baechler  con¬ 
ducts  a  large  dairy  business  and  pays  particular  attention  to  the  breeding  of 
Poland  China  hogs,  in  which  he  is  especially  successful  and  in  which  he  takes 
pardonable  pride,  for  the  pure  breed  he  produces  is  widely  and  favorably 
known. 

In  1902  Mr.  Baechler  married  Rosa  Baumgardner,  daughter  of  Benedict 
Baumgardner,  a  sketch  of  whom  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume.  Three 
children  have  been  born  to  them,  Selma,  John  Alfred  and  Mebbert,  who  was 
born  October  9,  1909.. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baechler  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  are  active¬ 
ly  interested  in  the  work  which  the  church  carries  on.  The  parents  of  Mr. 
Baechler  were  charter  members  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Elgin.  Mr.  Baech¬ 
ler  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  although  he  is  not  an  office  aspirant. 


JOHN  HOSFORD. 

John  Hosford,  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Hance  Shipton,  was  born  in  Frank¬ 
lin  county,  New  York,  December  27,  1821,  the  son  of  John  and  Hepsy  (Gil¬ 
bert)  Hosford,  his  mother  a  native  of  Connecticut,  his  father  of  Vermont. 
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John,  senior,  was  drafted  in  the  war  of  1812  and  was  present  at  the  battle  of 
Lake  Champlain.  He  farmed  throughout  life.  John,  junior,  was  one  of  ten 
children,  and  received  a  very  limited  education  in  New  York.  He  began  life 
as  a  farmer  in  New  York,  then  in  1852  went  to  California,  mined  until  the 
winter  of  1853-4,  which  he  spent  in  New  York,  and  in  May,  1854,  came  to 
hayette  county  and  located  at  Clermont,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and  one 
child.  Here  he  built  the  first  brick  house  in  the  township.  For  several 
years  he  was  engaged  in  a  grocery  store,  and  from  that  got  into  general 
business.  The  quality  of  his  support  of  the  Republican  party  is  shown  by  the 
fact  that  he  has  voted  for  every  Republican  candidate  for  president  save  one. 
For  fifteen  years  he  was  the  efficient  justice  of  the  peace  for  Clermont.  He 
was  married  in  New  York  in  1853,  to  Cload  Martin  and  they  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  four  children:  Henry  G.,  Dewitt  Clinton,  Ellen  I.  and  Flora  D.  Mr. 
Hosford  is  one  of  the  most  respected  citizens  of  his  village,  and  is  now  one  of 
the  oldest.  His  declining  years  can  be  spent  in  the  happy  consciousness  of  a 
past  life  full  of  endeavor. 


JACOB  WHORLEY,  SR. 

On  the  1 6th  of  December,  1816,  in  Menthal  Brugg,  canton  Aargau,  the 
beautiful  vineyard  region  of  Switzerland,  Jacob  Whorley  was  born.  His  par¬ 
ents  dying  in  his  seventh  year,  he  was  placed  in  the  care  of  his  grandmother. 
Under  these  adverse  conditions,  however,  he  secured  a  good  education  in  the 
fatherland  and  was  early  christened  and  confirmed  into  the  faith  by  the  church 
of  Martin  Luther. 

He  proved  to  be  a  young  man  of  abstemious  habits,  and  was  very  ambi¬ 
tious  to  do  something  for  himself  in  the  world’s  battle  for  place.  He,  like 
many  in  the  Old  World,  had  heard  of  the  opportunities  in  America,  and  in 
1838  he  emigrated,  alone,  to  this  country.  At  that  time  the  voyage  required 
at  least  a  month,  but  stormy  seas  prolonged  the  journey  to  six  weeks.  Finally, 
he  reached  Utica,  New  York,  armed  with  nothing  but  willing  hands  and  a  de¬ 
termination  to  better  himself  in  any  way  possible. 

He  remained  in  this  place  four  years,  clerking  much  of  the  time.  Then, 
attracted  by  the  opening  in  the  West,  he  again  migrated  and  settled  in  Stoton, 
Wisconsin.  Here  he  spent  ten  years,  working,  for  the  most  part,  at  farm 
labor.  He  became  acquainted  there  with  many  people  who,  in  1853,  moved 
with  him,  by  means  of  ox  teams,  to  this  part  of  Iowa. 

Just  previously,  he  had  united  in  marriage  with  Eunice  Bevins,  who  pre- 
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ceded  him  in  death  eighteen  years  ago.  Through  this  union  seven  children 
were  born,  three  of  whom  died  in  early  life,  the  remaining  ones  being  Frank 
E.,  of  West  Union;  Luzette  R,  Frances  G.,  and  Fred  J.,  of  Hawkeye,  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  the  following  sketch.  Seventeen  years  ago  Mr.  Whorley  was  again 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Louisa  Stebbins,  who  followed  him  within  three 

days  to  the  Great  Beyond.  They,  together,  spent  these  years  in  the  home  at 
Waucoma. 

.  Jacob  Whorley  became  a  successful  farmer  and  for  forty  years  lived  on 
the  old  place,  near  Smoketown.  He  was  one  of  the  hardy  pioneers  who  did 
much  to  transform  the  virgin  prairie  of  this  country  into  the  present  state  of 
high  value  and  productivity,  and  his  departure  is  regretted  deeply  by  his  scores 
of  old  friends  and  neighbors  who  worked  with  him  in  this  transformation.  He 
was  a  true  friend  to  all  true  to  him.  His  example  of  constant  industry  was  a 
benefit  to  many,  and  his  bright  disposition,  even  in  his  most  mature  years, 
was  a  matter  of  comment  by  all  who  knew  him. 


FRED  J.  WHORLEY. 

Fred  J.  Whorley,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  near  Hawkeye, 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1865.  He  was  reared  in  Bethel  township,  on  the  old 
home  farm  where  his  birth  occurred,  and,  excepting  one  year  spent  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  he  has  always  remained  a  resident  of  Fayette  county.  The  old  place 
is  historically  remarkable  in  that  it  was  granted  to  Jacob  Whorley  by  the  fed¬ 
eral  government  in  1851  by  a  patent  bearing  the  signature  and  seal  of  Millard 
Fillmore,  then  the  thirteenth  President  of  the  United  States.  The  improve¬ 
ments  were  originally  made  of  stone  taken  from  quarries  on  the  place,  and 
these  unique  buildings  will  continue  to  stand  for  generations  because  of  their 
unusual  construction.  The  place  has  recently  received  additional  improve¬ 
ments  which  make  it  modern  in  every  respect.  It  is  now  known  as  Fairview 
Farm. 

Fred  Whorley  received  his  education  in  the  local  district  school,  and, 
adopting  the  life  of  a  farmer,  he  remained  such  until  the  fall  of  1899,  when! 
at  the  icquest  of  his  father,  he  moved  to  Waucoma  to  care  for  his  aged  par¬ 
ents.  In  1910  he  moved  to  Hawkeye,  of  which  place  he  is  now  a  resident. 

In  1886  Mr.  Whorley  was  united  in  marriage  to  Anna  M.  Kirkendall, 
who  was  born  and  reared  in  Eden  township,  Fayette  county.  Her  father, 
Jonn  Kirkendall,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  her  mother,  Katheryn  Ben- 
(89) 
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der,  in  Indiana.  While  Mrs.  Whorley  was  yet  an  infant,  her  mother  died, 
leaving  the  child  to  the  care  of  Albert  Lee  and  wife,  the  latter  being  the  old¬ 
est  sister  of  Airs.  Whorley.  In  1897  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Whorley  informally 
adopted  Harry  E.  Tullar,  who  was  left  an  orphan  at  eight  years  of  age.  His 
mother  may  be  remembered  as  Eva  Peters,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  a 
successful  teacher  in  Fayette  county.  Harry  was  graduated  from  the  Wau- 
coma  high  school  in  1903.  He  has  taught  successively  in  the  district  schools 
of  the  county,  in  the  grades  at  Waucoma  and  as  principal  at  Westgate  and 
later  at  Waucoma.  He  has  attended  Upper  Iowa  University,  where  he  was 
prominent  in  debate  and  oratory.  He  later  entered  his  present  course  in  law 
at  the  State  University  of  Iowa,  where,  in  1909,  he  was  leader  of  the  champion 
debate. 

Tacob  Whorley,  their  second  boy,  was  born  February  17,  1906,  the  re¬ 
markable  feature  of  his  birth  being  that  his  parents  had  been  married  twenty- 
two  years  at  the  time  and  his  grandfather  was  ninety-two  years  old.  Jacob 
is  unusually  bright  and  successfully  sang  in  public  at  three  years  of  age. 

Fred  Whorley  has  been  a  respected  citizen  wherever  he  has  lived  and  has 
been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was 
a  charter  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Automobile  Club  and  has  extensive 
business  interests. 


HANCE  FRANKLIN  SHIPTON. 

To  no  one  else  can  the  life  of  any  one  have  the  same  significance  which  it 
has  for  its  possessor.  No  one  else  so  completely  knows  our  hopes  and  fears, 
our  ambitions  and  our  motives,  the  things  which  make  life  worth  living.  Nor 
can  we  judge  by  outward  show  the  proper  valuation  to  place  on  the  life  of  a 
comparatively  obscure  farmer.  In  his  community  he  may  stand  high  above 
others, — even  so  his  distinction  is  lost  in  the  mass  of  others  in  the  nation. 
But  so  is  the  distinction  which  the  men  acquire  whom  we  judge  greatest  by 
our  standards,  but  fleeting  and  evanescent,  and  perhaps  in  some  truer  test  of 
character  and  worth  than  worldly  distinction  the  plain  farmers  may  over¬ 
balance  them. 

Hance  Franklin  Shipton  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  on  September 
12,  1861,  the  son  of  Joseph  Shipton,  a  native  of  Lincolnshire,  England,  and 
Sarah  (Cummings)  Shipton,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  came  to  Fayette  county 
in  1851  and  took  up  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  government  land  which 
he  farmed  until  his  death,  October  19,  1903,  and  where  his  wife  died  August 
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13,  1895.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Clermont  Valley  Creamery 
Company,  established  in  1890,  and  was  its  first  treasurer.  He  was  a  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  an  ardent  member  of  the  United  Brethren  church,  in  the  work  of 
which  he  was  always  very  active.  He  'was  a  man  of  strong  and  admirable 

Christian  character.  He  was  the  father  of  nine  children,  four  of  whom  are 
now  living. 

Hance  Fianklin  Shipton  was  brought  up  on  the  farm  he  now  owns  and 
was.  educated  in  the  public  schools  of  the  county.  He  rented  his  father’s 
farm  for  eighteen  years,  then  bought  it,  and  now  has  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres.  ^  His  farming  has  been  general  in  character.  When  the  creamery  was 
organized  he  was  a  member  of  the  building  committee,  was  director  for  about 
three  years,  and  in  1900  was  made  president  of  the  company  and  has  since 
held  that  office,  discharging  its  duties  in  such  a  manner  as  to  add  greatly  to 
the  success  of  the  undertaking.  He  is  a  Republican.  In  1884  he  was  mar¬ 
ried  to  Bertha  May  Hosford,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  the  daughter  of  Henry 
Hosford  and  Myra  (Wason)  Hosford.  Ten  children  have  been  born  to 
them:  Joseph  H.,  Ella  N.  (deceased),  Myra  S.,  T.  Franklin,  John  B.,  Addie 
M.,  Ruth  R.,  Harry  R„,  Bertha  and  one  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Shipton 
is  ranked  by  all  among  the  most  prosperous  and  most  progressive  fanners  of 

the  county.  His  farm  is  one  which  attracts  attention  by  the  manner  in  which 
it  is  cultivated. 


FRANK  G.  GEHRING. 

Among  the  German  immigrants  who  came  over  during  the  last  quarter 
of  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  were  the  families  of  Gehring  and 
Faiveis.  Josephine  Farver  came  in  1852,  when  twenty-one  years  old,  and 
secured  employment  in  a  coat  and  vest  factory  in  New  York.  From  there  she 
came  to  Ohio  and  married  Sebastian  Kniel,  who  died  about  a  year  later,  leav¬ 
ing  a  son  named  Charles,  who  is  now  a  grocer  in  Elgin,  Iowa.  In  1856  Mrs. 
Kmel  married  George  Gehring,  who  had  come  to  Ohio  when  fourteen  years 
old,  with  his  parents,  both  of  whom  died  in  the  Buckeye  state.  The  father 
was  a  blacksmith.  In  1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Gehring  removed  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Fayette  county  in  the  township  of  Illyria.  Mr.  Gehring  bought 
a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  wild  land,  put  in  many  years 
clearing  and  improving  it  and  made  his  home  on  this  place  until  his  death  by 
a  stroke  of  lightning  in  1869,  which  left  his  affairs  in  some  confusion.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  German  Lutheran  church  and  active  in  all  the  affairs  that 
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lead  to  good  citizenship.  He  had  five  sons  and  among  them  was  Frank  G. 
Gehring,  who  was  born  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1859. 
He  attended  the  district  schools  during  his  early  youth  and  after  his  father's 
death  assisted  his  mother  in  operating  the  farm  until  all  the  children  were  of 
age.  When  tWenty-two  years  old,  Frank  G.  Gehring  engaged  in  the  carpenter 
business  and  also  ran  a  thresher  during  the  seasons  of  harvest.  In  January, 
1891,  he  entered  the  hardware  business  at  Wadena  as  an  individual,  and  oper¬ 
ated  the  same  until  1892,  when  he  traded  for  a  farm  in  Illyria  township.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  succeeding  years,  ten  in  number,  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety  acres  which  he  managed  success¬ 
fully  and  profitably.  He  attempted  no  fancy  farming,  but  contents  himself 
with  the  regular  routine  of  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  In  1902  he 
erected  at  Elgin  the  comfortable  home  in  which  he  has  since  resided.  From 
1903  to  1906  he  was  road  foreman  of  the  township  of  Pleasant  Valley  and 
during  the  next  two  years  he  was  in  the  implement  business.  Of  late  he 
has  confined  himself  to  looking  after  his  agricultural  interests. 

In  1891  Mr.  Gehring  married  Mary,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
Kimpson,  and  they  have  two  children :  Alma,  aged  sixteen  years,  and  William, 
aged  twelve.  Mrs.  Gehring  died  November  10,  1908,  Mr.  Gehring  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the  Modern  Wood¬ 
men  of  America.  He  has  always  been  an  active  member  of  the  Republican 
party  and  one  of  the  local  leaders.  He  served  for  six  years  as  assessoi  of 
Illyria  township  and  at  present  is  trustee  of  Pleasant  Valley  township. 


J.  H.  STOLLE. 

The  Northwest  has  profited  greatly  by  the  Scandinavian  immigration.  . 
This  stream  that  was  destined  to  so  greatly  enrich  western  America,  began 
flowing  in  about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  but  did  not  reach  the  high  tide 
until  some  years  later.  The  influx  was  chiefly  from  Sweden,  but  Norway 
also  contributed  liberally.  These  people  took  part  in  the  development  of  the 
Northwest  during  its  formative  period  and  their  sturdy  characters,  industrious 
habits  and  economical  dispositions  left  a  strong  impress  on  the  Dakotas, 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin,  Nebraska  and  Iowa.  The  Swedes  or  Norwegians 
entered  the  trades,  in  which  their  painstaking  qualities  always  brought  suc¬ 
cess.  But  most  of  them  bought  land  and  became  farmers.  Any  one  familiar 
With  the  Northwest  will  recall  thousands  of  trim  and  well  cultivated  farms 
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and  neat  homes,  all  due  to  years  of  hard  work  and  good  management  of 
thrifty  Scandinavians.  They  soon  became  features  of  the  public  life  of  their 
lespective  communities,  taking  active  part  in  all  progressive  movements,  after 
holding  the  offices  and  administering  them  with  an  economy  and  honesty  that 
is  second  nature  to  these  worthy  people.  Iowa  was  fortunate  in  getting  her 
share  of  the  virile  people  from  northern  Europe.  Scarcely  a  county  in  the 
state  but  was  well  supplied  and  the  names  of  thousands  of  farm  owners  will 
be  found  to  possess  a  decidedly  Norse  flavor.  Mainly,  the  Scandinavians 
came 'over  with  limited  means  and  often  they  had  not  a  dollar  after  they 
leached  then  destinations.  How  they  ’worked  up  from  poor  farm  hands  to 
become  landowneis  on  a  larger  scale  was  a  mystery  of  their  American  associ¬ 
ates.  The  real  secret  was  their  saving  faculty.  No  matter  how  small  their 
wages,  they  always  managed  to  lay  by  the  principal  part  of  them,  which  event¬ 
ually  was  judiciously  invested  in  land. 

Tnis  sketch  deals  with  a  typical  family  of  the  kind  described  above, 
whose  descendants  are  now  among  the  most  respected  and  prosperous  of 
Fayette  county  citizens.  Hans  Johnson  Stolle,  a  native  of  Norway,  after 
vainly  trying  to  “catch  on”  satisfactorily  in  the  country  of  his  birth,  finally 
decided  to  join  the  throng  going  to  the  land  of  promise  beyond  the  sea.  He 
had  heard  great  stones  of  the  opportunities  and  possibilities  of  the  American 
Northwest,  which  was  then  being  opened  for  settlement,  and  determined  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  this  promising  land  of  hope  for  the  poor.  With  his  wife 
Sarah,  he  took  ship  a  short  time  before  the  Civil  war  and  landed  in  America 
when  the  storm  clouds  betokened  the  advent  of  that  dreadful  conflict.  Direct¬ 
ing  their  course  across  the  Mississippi,  this  little  party  eventually  landed  at 
Ossian,  where  the  father  worked  by  the  day  to  support  his  family.  Later 
they  1  emoved  to  Eldorado  and  then  to  the  south  part  of  Clermont  township, 
where  the  elder  Stolle  became  a  farmer.  In  due  course  of  time  both  father 
and  mother  passed  away,  leaving  six  children,  of  whom  three  are  still  living. 

J.  H.  Stolle,  one  of  this  family,  was  bom  in  Norway,  November  15,  1861, 
and  was  an  infant  when  his  parents  crossed  the  ocean.  He  obtained  his  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  district  schools,  by  attending  irregularly  during  the  winter  and 
working  in  summer.  From  earliest  boyhood  he  has  made  his  own  way,  get¬ 
ting  the  hardest  but  most  valuable  of  educations  which  comes  from  the  life  of 
a  boy  and  man  on  a  farm.  At  first  he  labored  as  a  common  farm  hand,  taking 
whatever  job  he  could  find  and  always  attending  it  in  such  a  way  that  his 
employer  wanted  to  hire  him  again.  But  he  had  no  idea  of  spending  his  life 
in  drudgery  and  as  early  as  1882,  when  he  was  only  twenty-one  years  old, 
we  find  him  buying  forty  acres  of  land  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  contain- 
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ing  twenty-four  acres  of  timber.  He  spent  sixteen  years  on  this  small  place, 
during  which  time  he  improved  it  greatly  in  many  ways,  including  suitable 
buildings,  fencing  and  other  conveniences  essential  to  up-to-date  farms.  In 
1898  he  purchased  forty  acres  in  Clermont  township,  then  seventy-eight  in 
Pleasant  Valley  township,  then  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  where  he 
now  resides,  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  his  postoffice  being  Elgin.  Event¬ 
ually  he  purchased  the  eighty-eight  acres  on  which  his  father  had  lived  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres  north  of  West  Union.  He  is  now  an  ex¬ 
tensive  land  owner,  as  will  be  seen,  and  has  prospered  as  the  result  of  his  hard 
work  and  skillful  management.  He  gives  all  his  attention  to  farming  and 
has  made  his  home  place  one  of  the  most  attractive  in  the  county.  He  has 
always  been  fond  of  good  livestock  and  keeps  a  fine  grade  of  Shorthorn 
cattle.  He  is  regarded  as  a  model  farmer  and  has  the  confidence  of  all  his 
neighbors.  The  Stolle  family  for  generations  have  been  members  of  the 
Lutheran  church  and  the  present  representatives  of  the  name  keep  up  this 
same  denominational  connection.  On  February  11,  1891,  Mr.  Stolle  mar¬ 
ried  Helen  Thorson  and  has  five  children,  Hans,  Alfred,  Stella,  Helen  and 
Richard.  They  are  people  of  quiet,  unassuming  manners,  but  those  who  visit 
their  household  find  them  hospitable  and  those  who  deal  With  them  find  them 
scrupulously  honest. 


THOMAS  POWERS. 

It  is  oftentimes  considered  by  those  in  the  habit  of  superficial  thinking 
that  the  history  of  so-called  great  men  only  is  worthy  of  preservation  and  that 
little  merit  exists  among  the  masses  to  call  forth  the  praises  of  the  historian 
or  the  cheers  and  the  appreciation  of  mankind.  A  greater  mistake  was  never 
made.  No  man  is  great  in  all  things  and  very  few  are  great  in  many  things. 
Many  by  a  lucky  stroke  achieve  lasting  fame,  who  before  that  had  no  reputa¬ 
tion  beyond  the  limits  of  their  neighborhoods.  It  is  not  a  history  of  the 
lucky  stroke  which  benefits  humanity  most,  but  the  long  study  and  effort  which 
made  the  lucky  stroke  possible.  It  is  the  preliminary  work,  the  method,  that 
serves  as  a  guide  for  the  success  of  others.  Among  those  in  this  county  who 
have  achieved  success  along  steady  lines  of  action  is  the  subject  of  this  review. 

Mr.  Powers  is  a  native  of  the  township  in  which  he  now  lives  and  was 
born  on  November  30,  1873.  His  parents  were  Matthew  and  Margaret 
(Phalen)  Powers,  the  former  born  in  Ireland  in  1834  and  the  latter  in  Clay¬ 
ton  county,  Iowa,  in  1844.  Matthew  Powers  came  to  Fayette  county  in  the 
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latter  fifties,  and  to  Clermont  township  in  1865.  To  him  and  his  wife  were 
bom  ten  children,  of  which  number  five  are  living.  Mr.  Powers  was  a  suc¬ 
cessful  farmer,  having  accumulated  a  fair  amount  of  material  property  solely 
through  his  own  efforts.  He  Was  a  Democrat  in  political  faith  and  a  Catholic 
in  religion.  He  was  widely  known  because  of  his  ability  and  sturdy  integrity. 
He  became  the  owner  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land,  which  com¬ 
prised  one  of  the  finest  estates  in  this  part  of  the  county.  The  deaths  of  this 
worthy  couple  occurred  within  a  little  more  than  two  months  of  each  other, 
both  in  1900,  the  father  on  September  4th  and  the  mother  on  June  29th. 

Thomas  Powers  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  the  parental  farmstead  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  receiving'  a  good  practical 
education.  He  has  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming  and  his  fine  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eighty-five  acres  in  Clermont  township  is,  under  his  wise  man¬ 
agement,  made  the  source  of  a  comfortable  income.  The  place  is  well  im¬ 
proved  and  is  practically  all  in  cultivation,  the  general  appearance  of  the  place 
being  creditable  in  every  respect.  Besides  raising  all  the  common  crops,  Mr. 
Powers  gives  some  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  livestock,  in  which 
he  has  uniformly  met  with  fair  success.  He  has  been  a  hard  worker,  and  this, 
combined  with  careful  management,  has  been  the  contributing  element  to  his 
success. 

Since  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Powers  has  consistently  supported  the 
Democratic  party  at  the  polls,  believing  the  policy  of  that  party  as  embodied  in 
its  platforms  to  be  that  best  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  common  people. 
In  religion  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  family  also  belong. 

On  February  13,  1901,  Mr.  Powers  was  happily  married  to  Stella 
Devery,  who  was  born  at  Clermont,  this  county,  on  September  20,  1877,  the 
daughter  of  Owen  and  Anne  (Curran)  Devery.  Owen  Devery  was  bom  in 
Kings  county,  Ireland,  in  1820,  and  his  wife  was  born  in  Illinois  in  1843,  their 
union  resulting  in  the  birth  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living.  He  was  a 
fanner  by  vocation  and  in  an  early  day  he  came  to  Fayette  county  and  took 
up  four  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  government  land.  He  died  in  1876  and 
was  survived  many  years  by  his  widow,  whose  death  occurred  on  February 
8,  1894.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Powers  have  been  born  three  children,  Donald, 
deceased,  Frank  and  James. 

Mr.  Powers  has  contributed  to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives,  at  the  same  time  enhancing  his  own  material  welfare,  and  because 
of  his  straightforward  actions,  unquestioned  integrity  and  ability  he  has  won 
and  retains  the  good  opinion  of  all  who  know  him. 
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H.  S.  HADSELL,  M.  D. 

No  man,  more  deservedly  than  a  doctor,  stands  high  in  a  village  com¬ 
munity.  He  is  fitted  by  education  and  training  to  be  a  leader,  his  profession 
brings  him  into  peculiar  confidential  relations  with  the  people,  and  especially 
makes  him  familiar  with  their  sorrows.  No  other  profession  demands  so 
much  of  tact  and  sympathy,  no  other  calls  for  senses  so  alert  and  reliable,  for 
such  well  trained  powers  of  observation  and  memory.  For  ages  man  has 
fought  grim  disease  and  slowly  but  surely  is  wresting  ground  from  the  foe. 
Cures  are  accomplished  every  day  that  would  have  been  impossible  a  genera¬ 
tion  ago,  and  miracles  are  done  in  the  way  of  the  prevention  of  disease.  Even 
so,  medical  science  is  but  in  its  beginnings  and  no  field  of  research  is  more 
fascinating  or  more  fruitful  to  the  trained  student. 

H.  S.  Hadsell  was  born  in  Susquehanna  county,  Pennsylvania,  January 
10,  1852,  the  son  of  H.  L.  and  Sophia  (Richardson)  Hadsell,  natives.  The 
first  of  the  name  coming  to  America  was  James  Hadsell,  a  sea  captain,  who 
settled  in  Connecticut  in  1736.  From  there  some  of  his  descendants  removed 
to  Pennsylvania,  settling  in  or  near  the  Wyoming  valley,  where  one  was  killed 
at  the  Wyoming  massacre  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  From  the  Wyom¬ 
ing  valley  his  paternal  grandfather  removed  to  Susquehanna  county,  in  that 
state,  where  his  father  was  born.  His  maternal  grandfather  was  of  Scotch 
descent,  the  family  being  pioneers  of  Harford,  Pennsylvania,  and  one  of  them 
numbered  among  the  nine  original  settlers  of  Harford,  Who  came  from  eastern 
Massachusetts  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  there.  They  established  a  seminary 
there,  which  now  would  be  called  a  college,  and  Lyman  Richardson,  a  great- 
uncle  of  H.  S.  Hadsell,  was  made  president  at  its  foundation.  It  was  open 
to  all  students  wishing  admission.  Doctor  Hadsell  is  one  of  the  few  Ameri¬ 
cans  who  are  so  fortunate  as  to  be  able  to  trace  their  ancestry  to  Revolutionary 
soldiers,  for  quite  a  number  of  the  Hadsells  and  the  Richardsons  were  in  the 
Revolution,  some  as  officers. 

The  Doctor’s  father,  a  carpenter,  came  West  in  1865.  He  had  attempted 
to  enlist  in  the  army,  but  was  rejected  because  of  the  loss  of  part  of  his  hand. 
He  located  in  Cedar  Rapids  with  his  family,  consisting  of  his  wife,  one  son 
and  two  daughters.  He  worked  at  his  trade  there  for  a  year,  then  bought  a 
farm  in  the  north  part  of  Linn  county  and  farmed  there  until  1879,  when  he 
removed  to  Maynard,  Iowa,  where  he  lived  with  the  Doctor,  his  wife  dying 
there  in  1882,  and  himself  in  December,  1902. 

The  Doctor  attended  college  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and  later  went  to  Beloit 
College  at  Beloit,  Wisconsin,  where  he  pursued  a  liberal  arts  course.  He  took 
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his  first  work  in  medicine  at  the  University  of  Michigan,  then  practiced  at 
Sumner  and  Maynard  before  finishing  his  course.  He  began  practice  in  1873 
and  graduated  in  1882.  After  graduation  he  practiced  at  West  Union  for 
over  two  years,  then  went  to  Maynard,  and  came  to  Elgin  in  1894,  where  he 
has  since  practiced.  In  1875  he  married  Hettie  L.  Latimer,  and  to  their 
union  two  children  have  been  born,  Harry,  in  1877,  and  Fred,  in  1880. 

•  Doctor  Hadsell  is  a  member  of  Silverleaf  Lodge  No.  518,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  of  Unity  Chapter  No.  62,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  and  of 
Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
County,  State  and  American  Medical  Associations,  and  of  the  board  of ' 
United  States  pension  examiners  of  Fayette  county.  He  is  mayor  of  Elgin. 
He  is  deeply  interested  in  his  profession,  consequently  has  been  successful, 
and  ranks  high  among  the  physicians  of  his  section  of  the  state.  As  a  man, 
his  standing  is  irreproachable. 


GEORGE  A.  RICHMOND. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Oswego,  New  York,  January 
24,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Sylvia  Richmond,  both  natives  of  the 
Empire  state.  Stephen  Richmond,  whose  birth  occurred  on  June  3,  1807, 
was  twice  married,  his  first  wife  bearing  him  three  children,  of  whom  Lo¬ 
renzo  Richmond  is  now  a  well  known  resident  of  Waucoma,  Iowa.  The  sec¬ 
ond  marriage  was  solemnized  September  15,  1839,  with  Sylvia  Stephens, 
who  was  born  May  14,  1812,  and  departed  this  life  May  12,  1885,  her  hus¬ 
band  dying  March  23,  1878.  Stephen  and  Sylvia  Richmond  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren,  seven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  viz :  Lorinda  Madora,  who  married 
John  Sears,  of  Wisconsin,  and  who  died  three  years  ago  in  Iowa;  George  A., 
of  this  sketch;  Garrett  Uriah;  Harriet;  Sylvia;  Ann  Jennette,  who  married 
Jacob  Craft  and  lives  near  Nevada,  Missouri,  where  her  sister,  Mrs.  Smith, 
also  resides.  Garrett  W.,  who  died  during  the  war,  and  Harriet  M.,  who 
who  lives  in  Sheboygan,  Wisconsin,  were  twins.  Albert  P.  Richmond  was 
born  May  24,  1855,  came  to  Iowa  with  the  family  and  for  a  number  of 
years  has  been  a  partner  of  the  subject  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 

In  1845,  when  about  one  year  old,  George  A.  Richmond  was  taken  to 
Wisconsin  and  for  some  time  thereafter  the  family  lived  in  the  counties  of 
Waukesha  and  Fond  du  Lac,  that  state,  removing  to  the  latter  place  when  the 
subject  was  about  nine  years  of  age.  He  spent  his  boyhood  at  hard  work  in 
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the  woods,  helping  to  clear  a  new  farm  and  enjoying  but  limited  educational 
advantages  the  meanwhile.  In  fact  nearly  all  of  his  youth  and  young  man¬ 
hood  were  devoted  to  cutting  timber,  grubbing  and  the  various  other  kinds 
of  strenuous  labor  required  to  remove  the  forest  growth  and  fit  the  soil 
for  cultivation.  After  his  father  received  an  injury  which  practically  dis¬ 
abled  him,  the  care  of  the  farm  and  support  of  the  family  fell  to  young 
George,  who  right  manfully  discharged  the  trust.  By  diligent  and  well 
directed  effort  he  succeeded  in  clearing  up  about  one  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
but  desiring  more  land,  which  would  not  be  so  difficult  to  cultivate,  the  farm 
was  sold  in  1869  and  the  same  year  the  family  moved  to  Iowa  and  purchased 
land  in  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  about  four  and  a  half  miles 
southwest  of  West  Union,  where  the  father’s  death  subsequently  occurred. 

After  living  on  the  above  farm  about  twelve  years,  the  subject  and  his 
brother,  Albert  D.,  purchased,  in  1881,  the  farm  in  Eden  township  which 
they  still  own  and  which  under  their  combined  labor  and  management  is  now 
one  of  the  finest  country  homes  in  the  county  of  Fayette.  The  place,  which 
contains  two  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres,  was  purchased  from  the  govern¬ 
ment  about  the  year  1852  or  1853  by  a  Mr.  Finch  and  originally  consisted 
quite  largely  of  timber,  hickory  predominating,  the  labor  required  to  remove 
this  and  grub  the  land  being  very  hard  and  exacting.  When  bought  by  the 
Richmond  brothers  only  a  small  part  was  in  cultivation,  the  house  being  a 
tumble-down  log  cabin  and  the  few  fences  in  poor  repair.  O'wing  to  this  in¬ 
different  condition  the  price  asked  was  not  large,  ranging  from  five  to  fifteen 
dollars  per  acre,  although  land  in  the  vicinity  was  then  bringing  from  eigh¬ 
teen  to  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 

The  place  was  considered  a  bargain  and  it  Was  not  long  until  a  series 
of  improvements  were  inaugurated  which,  when  carried  to  completion,  add¬ 
ed  greatly  to  the  appearance  and  value  of  the  farm,  making  it,  as  already 
indicated,  among  the  best  of  Eden  township,  and  second  to  few  if  any  in 
the  county.  Over  six  thousand  dollars  have  been  invested  in  the  improve¬ 
ments  since  the  farm  came  into  the  possession  of  the  present  owners.  The 
dwelling,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  is  a  beautiful  modern  edifice,  heat¬ 
ed  by  furnace  and  equipped  with  all  the  latest  conveniences,  including  bath, 
cistern,  etc.,  nothing  being  spared  to  make  it  comfortable  and  attractive  to 
the  end  that  it  may  prove  a  home  in  the  true  sense  of  the  term  and  the  one 
spot  dearer  than  all  others  to  the  inmates. 

The  Richmond  brothers  carry  on  general  farming  quite  extensively, 
much  of  the  farm  consisting  of  fine  bottom  land  especially  adapted  to  ag¬ 
riculture.  They  also  devote  considerable  attention  to  stock  raising,  besides 
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conducting  a  very  successful  dairy  business,  keeping  from  thirty  to  thirty- 
five  cows,  selected  with  special  reference  to  their  value  as  milkers  and  meet¬ 
ing  with  ready  sale  for  the  entire  product.  George  A.  Richmond  has  never 
assumed  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  matrimony,  but  his  brother,  Albert 
D.,  on  December  25,  1889,  was  united  in  marriage  with  Nellie  A.  Lush, 
daughter  of  Oscar  T.  and  Cornelia  (Murphy)  Lush,  then  of  Eden  township, 
but  now  living  in  North  Dakota.  Mrs.  Richmond  was  born  in  Butler  county, 
Iowa,  but  came  to  Eden  township  with  her  parents  when  fifteen  years  old 
and  grew  to  maturity  on  a  farm  near  Waucoma.  She  taught  school  for  some 
years  in  this  county,  receiving  her  certificate  from  Col.  G.  W.  Fitch  and  while 
thus  engaged  earned  a  creditable  reputation  for  her  success  with  children  and 
young  people.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond  are  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : 
Nellie  Eleanora,  who  died  at  the  early  age  of  two  years;  Florence  May,  born 
September  13,  1892,  was  educated  in  the  Waucoma  high  school  and  is  now 
a  student  of  music  in  Upper  Iowa  University;  Ralph  A.,  bom  September  24, 
1894,  is  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  high  school  at  Waucoma,  and  Earl  V., 
whose  birth  occurred  January  21,  1898,  departed  this  life  on  the  8th  of  March, 
1903.  In  addition  to  their  own  offspring,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richmond  have  taken 
into  their  home  an  eight-year-old  girl,  Zinita  Kate  Hancock,  whose  mother 
died  recently  and  Whom  they  are  rearing  with  the  same  tender  care  as  if 
she  were  of  their  own  flesh  and  blood. 

The  Richmond  brothers  have  mutual  interests  and  their  relations  have 
always  been  agreeable  and  harmonious.  They  are  excellent  farmers  and 
enterprising,  wide-awake  citizens,  interested  in  whatever  tends  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  the  community  and  the  welfare  of  their  fellow  men.  They  en¬ 
joy  to  a  marked  degree  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  they  are  associated, 
their  lives  being  above  reproach  and  nothing  savoring  in  the  least  of  dishonor 
has  ever  attached  to  their  characters  or  reputation. 


MALCOLM  L.  ROWLAND. 

A  modern,  progressive  farmer  and  dairyman  is  M.  L.  Rowland,  one  of 
the  best  known  citizens  of  Pleasant  Valley  township.  He  was  born  in  Cler¬ 
mont  township,  this  county,  where  his  people  were  known  as  leaders  in  pioneer 
times  in  all  the  walks  of  life.  His  birth  occurred  November  xi,  1858,  and 
he  is  the  son  of  Peter  L.  and  Elvira  (Wheeler)  Rowland,  the  former  a  native 
of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Canada.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  Peter  Row- 
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land,  born  in  Pennsylvania,  his  parents  being  of  German  origin.  Peter  Row¬ 
land  married  and  reared  a  family  in  Ohio.  Peter  L.  Rowland,  father  of  M. 
L  .  Rowland,  of  this  review,  came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  forties  when  this 
country  was  sparsely  settled.  They  were  compelled  to  go  to  Dubuque,  quite 
a  distance,  to  market,  and  in  those  early  times  they  had  many  trying  experi¬ 
ences  and  underwent  many  hardships.  Mr.  Rowland  carried  flour  on  his 
back  from  Auburn,  many  miles  through  the  woods  to  his  primitive  home.  He 
was  a  hardy  pioneer  and  made  a  success  by  his  persistent  labor.  He  first 
farmed  on  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Clermont  township  where  he  settled 
on  account  of  the  excellent  timber  and  the  fine  springs.  He  worked  at  Au¬ 
burn  for  some  time  burning  charcoal,  also  farmed  and  engaged  a  great  deal  in 
hunting,  the  woods  hereabout  abounding  in  various  wild  and  fur-bearing  ani¬ 
mals.  He  became  prosperous,  finally  owning  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
valuable  land.  He  carried  on  general  farming  and  raised  horses,  mostly  for 
draft  purposes,  the  Norman  breed  especially.  Some  time  before  his  death  he 
ret. red  from  active  farming. 

The  maternal  grandparents  of  M.  L.  Rowland  were  Royal  and  Almina 
Wheeler.  They,  too,  were  early  settlers  in  Fayette  county,  living  many  years 
on  I  urkey  river,  later  moved  to  Union  township,  always  engaged  in  farming. 

Peter  L.  Rowland,  father  of  the  subject,  reared  a  family  of  eight  chil¬ 
dren,  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  five  of  the  sons  and  one  of  the  daughters 
now  living,  and  all  but  one  reside  in  Fayette  county. 

M.  L.  Rowland  received  his  primary  education  in  Clermont  township, 
attending  the  district  schools  during  the  winter  and  working  on  the  home  farm 
in  summer  when  he  became  of  proper  age.  He  has  always  followed  farm¬ 
ing  with  the  exception  of  four  years  when  he  engaged  in  the  creamery  busi¬ 
ness  on  Turkey  river,  operating  a  private  creamery  and  he  made  a  success  of 
the  same ;  he  was  assisted  by  his  father  and  brothers.  M.  L.  and  David  Row¬ 
land  owned  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine  acres  in  partnership  and 
they  farmed  together  for  nine  years.  In  the  spring  of  1899,  M.  L.  Rowland 
bought  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  where  he  now  resides  and  on  which  he 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  has  a  fine  farm,  well  im¬ 
proved  and  tastily  kept,  a  substantial  and  attractive  home  and  numerous  out¬ 
buildings. 

Mr.  Rowland  was  married  in  August,  1887,  to  Mary  Archer,  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  an  influential  and  highly  honored  old  family  here,  and  -this  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Clarence  Ray;  Ethel  Blanche 
died  when  three  years  of  age;  Elsie  Gladys,  Lorenzo  Vern,  George  David  and 
Clara  Almina. 
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Mr.  Rowland  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  and  a 
liberal  supporter  of  the  same ;  politically,  he  is  a  Republican  and,  while  he  has 
taken  considerable  interest  in  local  political  matters,  he  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  being  too  busy  with  his  business  affairs,  though  he  has  served  as  school 
director.  He  is  a  plain,  honest,  pleasant  man  to  know  and  he  has  maintained 
the  excellent  record  of  the  elder  Rowlands  in  this  county. 


JOSEPH  L.  BUTLER. 

A  man  who  is  deserving  of  the  credit  and 'esteem  which  are  accorded 
him  by  all  who  have  been  associated  with  him  either  socially  or  in  a  business 
way  is  Joseph  L.  Butler,  of  Oelwein,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  county,  a 
mile  north  of  Oelwein,  in  May,  1874.  He  is  the  son  of  Harrison  and  Mary 
(Meikle)  Butler.  The  former  was  the  son  of  Caleb  Butler  and  was  born  in 
Wisconsin,  from  whence  he  came  to  Fayette  county  with  his  parents  while 
he  was  only  a  child.  The  families  of  both  parents  settled  in  Oelwein  in  the 
early  days  when  the  county  was  just  beginning  to  be  settled  and  here  they 
developed  farms  and  established  good  homes.  To  Harrison  and  Mary 
(Meikle)  Butler  four  children  have  been  born:  William,  who  married  and  is 
living  in  Missouri;  Joseph  L.,  of  this  review;  Effie  married  J.  R.  McDuffee 
and  she  lived  in  Oelwein  until  her  death,  on  June  16,  1909;  Verna  married 
Julius  Heubner  and  lives  one  and  one-half  miles  north  of  Oelwein.  Harrison 
Butler  died  on  July  21,  1909,  and  Mrs.  Butler  died  on  October  11,  1880. 

Joseph  L.  Butler  grew  to  maturity  on  the  home  farm  in  Fayette  county, 
where  he  worked  during  the  summer  months  and  attended  the  public  schools 
during  the  winter  time.  After  leaving  school  he  returned  to  farming,  which 
he  continued  with  success  until  1899,  when  he  moved  into  Oelwein,  where  he 
bought  an  interest  in  the  firm  of  Smith  &  Wheeler,  owners  of  the  Oelwein 
Feed  Mill.  In  1903  Mr.  Smith  sold  his  interest  to  Mr.  McDuffee,  who,  with 
Mr.  Butler,  conducted  the  mill  about  a  year,  when  Mr.  McDuffee  retired  from 
the  business  and  Mr.  Butler  managed  the  mill  alone  until  February  27,  1905, 
when  Wallace  A.  Rundle  became  a  partner  and  the  firm  still  continues  as  Butler 
&  Rundle,  and  is  doing  a  very  extensive  business  buying,  selling  and  shipping 
hay,  feed  and  grain,  both  Wholesale  and  retail,  and  a  lucrative  and  extensive 
patronage  has  been  built  up  as  the  result  of  judicious  management  and  honor¬ 
able  dealing. 

In  November,  1901,  Mr.  Butler  was  married  to  Elizabeth  G.  Rundle, 
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daughtei  of  Richard  and  Celena  (Green)  Rundle.  She  is  a  native  of  Bremer 
county,  Iowa.  Her  parents  were  born  in. England  and  both  the  Green  and 
the  Rundle  families  came  to  this  country  and  settled  in  the  state  of  Wisconsin, 
when  Richard  Rundle  and  Celena  Green  were  children.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard 
Rundle  moved  to  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  in  pioneer  times  and  lived  there  until 
1902,  when  they  moved  to  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  where  they  still 
reside. 

Nine  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Rundle,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy;  those  living  are,  William,  who  married  and  is  living  in 
Sumnei,  Iowa;  Sarah  married  Frank  Simpson  and  lives  in  Jennings,  Kansas; 
Eliza  married  A.  S.  Peck  and  lives  in  Bremer  county,  Iowa,  near  the  Fayette 
county  line  of  Oran  township;  Robert  is  married  and  is  living  in  Oran  town¬ 
ship,  near  the  home  of  his  parents;  Elizabeth  is  the  wife  of  J.  L.  Butler,  of  this 
review;  Wallace  is  a  partner  of  Joseph  L.  Butler  in  the  grain  business;  Ella 
lives  at  home  with  her  parents  in  Oran  township. 

I  o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  L.  Butler  two  children  have  been  born,  Richard 
Lloyd  and  Lyle  Harrison.  Joseph  L.  Butler  is  a  member  of  the  Yeoman 
lodge  and  he  and  his  family  are  well  and  favorably  known  here. 


JAMES  EARNSHAW. 

Of  sturdy  and  honorable  English  stock  comes  James  Earnshaw,  he  him¬ 
self  being  a  native  of  “ye  merrie  isle,”  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  July  12,  1843,  but  the  major  portion  of  his  emi¬ 
nently  successful  and  useful  career  has  been  spent  in  the  United  States 
and  he  has  not  only  benefited  himself  and  family  by  his  operations  here, 
but  also  those  with  whom  he  has  been  associated,  for  he  is  a  man  who  de¬ 
lights  to  see  others  prosper  as  well  as  himself.  Being  loyal  to  our  insti¬ 
tutions  and  of  honorable  character,  he  has  been  heartily  welcomed  wher¬ 
ever  he  has  lived,  and  now  in  the  evening  of  his  years  he  is  surrounded 
by  the  many  comforts  of  life  as  a  result  of  his  past  years  of  activity,  and 
he  also  enjoys  the  friendship  and  good  will  of  a  host  of  acquaintances  as  a 
result  of  his  honesty.  Pie  is  the  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Ann  Earnshaw,  the 
mother  dying  in  1850,  and  in  1855  the  father  and  children  came  to  America, 
landing  at  Croton,  New  York.  They  soon  afterwards  moved  to  Sullivan 
county,  that  state,  but  finally  made  their  way  to  Kane  county,  Illinois,  where 
they  lived  until  the  commencement  of  the  Civil  war,  when,  true  to  his 
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adopted  country,  James  Earnshaw,  of  this  review,  bravely  went  forth  in 
many  a  trying  campaign  and  hard-fought  engagement  to  save  the  dignity 
of  the  stars  and  stripes  just  as  if  he  had  been  living  under  the  protecting  folds 
of  the  Union  Jack,  enlisting  in  1862,  in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  the 
Federal  army  on  September  6,  1862,  serving  with  distinction  until  August  22, 
1865,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged.  He  was  in  the  Western  army 
which  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  Kane  county,  Illinois,  and  in  1865  married  Lydia  A.  Fallows, 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Sabra  (Stevens)  Fallows,  an  old  and  well  estab¬ 
lished  family  of  that  place. 

Addie  May  Earnshaw  is  a  member  of  the  subject’s  family,  having  been 
taken  to  raise  when  she  was  fourteen  months  old.  She  was  married  to 
Walter  Smith  and  they  live  on  Sixth  street,  West,  in  Oelwein,  Iowa,  near 
the  home  of  James  Earnshaw.  She  and  her  husband  have  five  children, 
Hattie,  Trueman,  Esto,  Earl  and  George. 

One  child,  Blanche,  was  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Earnshaw.  She 
married  Jesse  Watkins,  living  in  Oran  township  on  a  farm,  and  they  are 
the  parents  of  two  children,  Jay  and  Effie. 

About  two  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Earnshaw  moved 
to  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  where  they  lived  until  1871,  when  they  moved 
to  Oran  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  they  bought  a  farm  which 
they  developed  and  on  which  they  lived  very  comfortably  until  1901,  when 
they  moved  to  Oelwein  into  a  cozy  and  substantial  home  they  had  bought  the 
year  previous,  at  No.  43  Sixth  street,  North.  Mr.  Earnshaw  sold  his  farm 
at  that  time  and  has  since  lived  practically  retired;  surrounded  by  the  evidences 
of  his  former  years  of  activity  and  good  management.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  he  is  known  to  be  honest  in  all  the 
relations  of  life,  kind-hearted,  genial,  fond  of  a  good  joke,  companionable 
and  therefore  has  hosts  of  friends. 


WILLIAM  B.  HITCH. 

One  of  the  representative  citizens  of  Fayette  county  who  has  gained  a 
competency  and  at  the  same  time  the  respect  of  his  fellow  men  because  he  has 
worked  for  them  along  legitimate  lines,  is  William  B.  Hitch,  a  native  of  Union 
township,  where  he  was  born  September  22,  1858.  He  is  the  son  of  Isaac  and 
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Malindy  (Stanboy)  Hitch,  the  former  born  in  Delaware  and  the  latter  in  the 
state  of  Virginia,  each  of  worthy  old  families.  It  was  in  the  early  forties  that 
Isaac  Hitch  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Fayette  county,  on  what  is  now  known 
as  the  Frishy  farm,  having  taken  up  a  quarter  section  of  wild  land  on  which 
he  erected  a  log  cabin,  cleared  a  small  patch  and  set  to  work  developing  the 
farm,  having  a  very  valuable  place  in  due  time.  He  later  bought  a  farm  in 
section  35  in  Union  township,  then  bought  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  in  Illyria 
township  and  remained  there  until  about  1866,  when  he  moved  to  Chickasaw 
county,  where  he  lived  for  several  years.  His  health  failing,  in  1875  he 
went  west  with  his  family  and  settled  in  the  San  Joaquin  valley,  California, 
and  engaged  in  wheat  raising  until  his  death  in  1877. 

After  the  death  of  the  father,  William  B.  Hitch  returned  to  Fayette 
county  and  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  several  years.  Two  of  his  brothers, 

John  and  Lorenzo,  were  soldiers  in  the  Federal  army,  having  enlisted  in  Com¬ 
pany  A,  Thirty-eighth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry.  Lorenzo  served  until  his 
discharge  on  the  account. of  disability.  John  served  out  his  full  enlistment. 

In  1888  Mr.  Hitch  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  in  Union  township. 
Prospering,  he  added  to  his  original  purchase  until  he  became  the  owner  of  a 
fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  acres,  which  he  placed  under  a  high 
state  of  improvement  and  which  he  has  made  yield  a  very  profitable  income. 

He  has  also  been  very  successful  as  a  raiser  of  cattle  and  standard-bred  horses. 

Among  the  many  valuable  horses  bred  and  raised  by  Mr.  Hitch  was  “Feric 
D.,”  the  fastest  pacing  filly  in  Fayette  county. 

Mr.  Hitch  was  married  September  28,  1882,  to  Lucy  Jane  Patterson, 
daughter  of  Joseph  Patterson,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  where 
Mrs.  Hitch  was  reared  and  educated.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
two  children,  Lorenzo,  living  at  home,  educated  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county  and  graduated  from  the  New  Hampton  Normal  and  Commercial  Col¬ 
lege,  also  attended  the  Upper  Iowa  University.  He  has  taught  school  since  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age,  with  the  exception  of  the  past  two  years  when  he 
hase  been  employed  as  salesman ;  Ruth  B.  is  living  at  home.  I 

William  B.  Hitch  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  also 
the  Yeoman  lodge.  Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  William  B.  Hitch  were  Isaac  and  Goodie  01- 
Patsy  (Lynch)  Hitch,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  Delaware.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  John  and  Margaret  Stobaugh,  of  German  descent,  the 
grandfather  dying  in  the  East,  after  which  event  his  widow  remarried  and 
came  to  Iowa  in  the  early  forties,  locating  in  Fayette  county,  having  made 
the  trip  here  with  the  father  of  William  B.  Hitch,  and  she  remained  here  until 
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a,  short  time  before  her  death,  when  she  moved  to  Washington  county,  this 
state.  A  brother  of  William  B.  Hitch’s  mother  had  the  distinction  of  serving 
as  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  1812. 


EDGAR  F.  OSTRANDER. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin, 
January  9,  1856,  being  a  son  of  Leander  L.  and  Mary  Ostrander,  both  natives 
of  New  Y  ork.  Hiram  and  Sarah  (Beebe)  Graves,  the  subject’s  grandpar¬ 
ents,  were  born  in  the  latter  state  also,  but  in  an  early  day  migrated  to  Illinois, 
thence  to  Wisconsin,  where  they  lived  until  their  removal  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  in  the  yeai  1865.  Purchasing  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land 
m  what  is  now  Bethel  township,  Mr.  Graves,  the  grandfather,  improved  the 
same  and  in  due  time  became  one  of  its  leading  farmers  and  representative 
citizens  of  his  part  of  the  county;  after  the  death  of  his  wife  he  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  where  he  ended  his  days.  Leander  L.  Ostrander,  the  father  of 
Edgai ,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Tompkins  county,  New  York,  September  19, 
i827,  accompanied  his  parents  to  Illinois  when  six  years  old  and  grew  to  ma¬ 
turity  on  a  farm  in  Cook  county,  a  part  of  the  place  now  included  in  the  city 
of  Chicago.  He  married  in  the  latter  state,  in  1852,  Mary  Graves  and  the 
following  year  removed  to  Jefferson  county,  Wisconsin,  where  he  worked  for 
a  v  hile  for  his  father,  later  purchasing  land  of  his  own  and  achieving  con¬ 
siderable  success  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  After  making  several  changes  in  the 
above  county,  he  disposed  of  his  interests  in  Wisconsin  and  in  i860  came  to 
Fayette  county,  Iowa,  making  the  trip  by  wagon  and  bringing  with  him  quite 
a  number  of  cattle  and  a  large  flock  of  sheep,  by  means  of  which  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  make  a  substantial  beginning  in  what  was  then  a  comparatively  new 
and  undeveloped  country.  He  too  bought  land  in  the  township  of  Bethel  and 
it  was  not  long  until  he  forged  to  the  front  among  the  enterprising  farmers 
and  representative  men  of  his  part  of  the  county. 

Leander  and  Mary  Ostrander  had  children  as  follows:  Maria,  Frank  E.. 
Edgar  F.  and  Adelaide,  Frank  and  the  subject  being  twins. 

The  early  life  of  Edgar  F.  Ostrander  was  spent  in  Wisconsin  and  on 
the  home  farm  in  Bethel  township,  and  his  educational  training  embraced  a 
knowledge  of  the  branches  taught  in  the  public  schools.  He  was  reared  to 
agricultural  pursuits  and  on  arriving  at  the  age  of  young  manhood  selected 
farming  for  his  vocation,  which  he  has  since  followed  with  most  gratifying 
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results.  At  first  he  cultivated  a  part  of  the  family  homestead  as  a  renter,  but 
after  a  few  years  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Bethel 
township,  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  improve  and  to  which  he  subsequent¬ 
ly  added  eighty  acres,  the  meanwhile  bringing  the  place  to  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  making  it  one  of  the  most  productive  and  valuable  farms  in 
the  locality.  In  1906  he  sold  one  hundred  acres  and  invested  the  proceeds  in 
an  eighty-acre  tract  two  miles  west  of  West  Union,  also  purchased  a  fine 
residence  property  in  that  town  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Ostrander's  career  as  an  agriculturist  has  been  successful  from  the 
beginning  and  as  a  breeder  and  raiser  of  fine  live  stock  he  has  achieved  a  repu¬ 
tation  much  more  than  local.  His  horses,  especially  those  for  farm  and  draft 
purposes,  are  of  the  Percheron  and  Norman  breeds  and  have  always  com¬ 
manded  high  prices,  while  his  Shorthorn  cattle,  Poland  China  hogs  and  Cots- 
wold  sheep  are  also  in  much  demand  and  among  the  best  in  this  part  of  the 
state.  Although  primarily  interested  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  he  also 
keeps  in  touch  with  the  affairs  of  his  township  and  county,  being  at  this  time 
a  stockholder  in  the  Alpha  Telephone,  of  which  he  was  for  six  years  treasurer 
and  secretary,  and  the  Alpha  Farmers  Creamery  Company,  having  served  the 
last  named  enterprise  six  years  as  director.  In  politics  he  votes  the  Repub¬ 
lican  ticket  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  welfare  of  his  party.  He  served 
six  years  as  trustee  of  Bethel  township,  was  president  of  the  school  board 
three  years  and  for  a  period  of  nine  years  held  the  important  office  of  assessor, 
in  all  of  which  capacities  he  demonstrated  fine  business  abilities  and  was  un¬ 
tiring  in  his  efforts  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the  public.  Religiously,  Mr. 
Ostrander  holds  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  creed  and  to  him  as  much  as  to 
any  one  man  is  due  the  credit  of  establishing  the  church  of  that  denomination 
at  Alpha  and  erecting  the  present  house  of  worship.  He  has  been  trustee  of 
the  society  since  its  organization,  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  the  same  and  mani¬ 
fests  a  lively  interest  not  only  in  religious  work  but  in  all  enterprises  having 
for  their  object  the  material,  social  and  moral  good  of  his  fellow-men.  Fra¬ 
ternally,  he  belongs  to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  being  an  active  and  influential  worker  in  both  organ¬ 
izations,  and  with  his  \vife  holds  membership  with  the  Rebekah  lodge  con¬ 
nected  with  the  latter. 

Mr.  Ostrander  was  happily  married  in  1876  to  Margaret  Jennie  Rogers, 
daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Chamberlin)  Rogers,  who  came  to  Iowa  in 
1858  from  Albany,  Vermont,  and  settled  originally  at  Fort  Atkinson.  Mr. 
Rogers  and  family  experienced  the  vicissitudes  which  usually  fall  to  the  lot  of 
early  settlers  in  a  new  country  and  during  the  first  few  years  in  this  state 
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enduied  many  hardships  and  privations  and  not  a  little  suffering.  Mr.  Rogers 
was  a  farmer  and  miller  in  the  East,  but  by  reason  of  failing  health  followed 
no  regular  vocation  after  moving  to  Iowa.  He  died  in  the  year  1864.  His 
family  consisted  of  the  following  children:  Rosamond  R.,  Luther,  Reuben, 
Abilena,  Joseph,  Charles,  Mary,  Almira,  Sarah,  Nancy,  Newell,  Augusta, 
James,  Ephraim,  Margaret,  Jennie.  At  the  beginning  of  the  Rebellion, 
Luthei,  Reuben,  Joseph  and  Newell  enlisted  and  served  with  honorable  rec- 
01  ds  111  dcxense  of  their  country,  Newell  dying  at  St.  Louis  before  the  struggle 
ended,  the  others  returning  home  at  the  close  of  the  war.  A  little  later  the 
mothei  and  childien  bought  a  small  farm  in  Bethel  township,  Fayette  county, 
to  which  the  family  removed.  Mrs.  Rogers  afterwards  went  to  California, 
where  she  spent  the  remainder  of  her  life  with  her  oldest  daughter. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ostrander  have  had  four  children:  Clyde  Elverton,  a 
fanner  of  Westfield  township,  Fayette  county;  Clinton  R.,  a  farmer  at  Groton, 

■  Dakota,  Elton,  who  died  in  infancy,  and  Harold,  who  is  still  at  home. 


%  KNUDT  KETTLESON. 

Scandinavians  and  their  descendants  have  played  an  important  and  ap¬ 
preciated  part  in  the  development  of  the  resources  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  today  they  are  numbered  among  the  leading  and  representative  citizens 
of  this  prosperous  community,  one  of  the  best  all-around  counties  in  the  com¬ 
monwealth  of  Missouri.  Among  those  in  whose  veins  flows  Scandinavian 
blood  is  the  gentleman  whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of  this  sketch,  who  is 
a  leading  farmer  of  Clermont  township  and  who,  by  persistent  industry,  good 
management  and  correct  principles,  has  attained  a  definite  and  gratifying 
measure  of  success. 

Mr.  Kettleson  is  a  native  son  of  Fayette  county,  having  been  born  on 
March  16,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Hans  and  Helen  Kettleson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Norway.  These  parents  came  to  Fayette  county  in  about 
1852  and  bought  land,  to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  which  they  de¬ 
voted  their  energies,  this  being  the  farm  now  owned  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Hans  Kettleson  died  in  1862  and  is  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is 
now  ninety  years  old.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight  children,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  seven,  six  daughters  and  a  son,  are  now  living.  Politically,  Hans  Kettle¬ 
son  gave  his  support  to  the  Republican  party,  while  his  religious  belief  was 
that  of  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  he  was  an  active  and  faithful  member. 
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having  been  influential  in  advancing  the  interests  of  that  denomination  in  this 
community.  He  was  a  man  of  sterling  character  and  enjoyed  universal  re¬ 
spect  in  the  community. 

Knudt  Kettleson,  who  was  reared  on  the  parental  farmstead,  is  indebted 
to  the  common  schools  for  his  mental  discipline  and  to  the  strenuous  labor  of 
his  early  years  on  the  farm  for  a  good  constitution  which  has  enabled  him  to 
perform  much  hard  labor  during  the  subsequent  years.  He  has  devoted  his 
entire  life  to  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  this  line  has  achieved  a  gratifying 
success,  being  known  throughout  the  township  as  a  progressive  and  up-to-date 
farmer.  He  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  acres  of  as  good  land  as  can  be 
found  in  the  township,  and  the  place  is  maintained  in  such  a  condition  as  to 
please  the  eye  of  the  visitor  and  reflect  great  credit  on  the  owner.  Mr.  Ket¬ 
tleson  is  thoroughly  wide-awake  to  the  possibilities  of  the  farm  and  keeps  in 
touch  with  advanced  ideas  relating'  to  the  science  of  husbandry,  not  hesitating 
to  adopt  new  methods  when  their  practicability  has  been  demonstrated  by 
experience.  He  raises  some  livestock,  as  a  side  line,  and  has  found  this 
work  profitable. 

On  November  23,  1882,  Mr.  Kettleson  married  Christina  Ostle,  a  native 
of  Clayton  county,  Iowa,  and  a  daughter  of  Lars  Ostle,  who  was  an  early 
settler  of  Fayette  county.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kettleson  have  been  born  five 
children,  namely:  Henry,  Clara  (deceased),  Clara,  Irene  and  Clifford.  Mr. 
Kettleson  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  in  political  affairs  and 
takes  a  keen  and  intelligent  interest  in  the  trend  of  current  events.  In  reli¬ 
gion  he  and  his  family  are  affiliated  with  the  Lutheran  church,  of  which  they 
are  consistent  members  and  earnest  supporters.  The  members  of  this 
family  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the  community  and  their  home  is  the 
scene  of  many  pleasant  and  enjoyable  gatherings,  their  friends  appreciating 
the  spirit  of  good  cheer  and  hospitality  which  is  ever  in  evidence  there.  Mr. 
Kettleson  is  a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualifications  and  enjoys  not  only  a 
wide  acquaintance,  but  many  warm  personal  friendships. 


JOHN  J.  FENNELL. 

A  man  who  has  long  been  extensively  identified  with  the  livestock  and 
agricultural  interests  of  Fayette  county  is  J.  J.  Fennell,  who  was  born  in 
Illyria  township,  this  county,  January  13,  1861,  the  son  of  William  and 
Ellen  (Dwyer)  Fennell,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  the  father  received  his 
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education  and  remained  until  1856,  when,  having  heard'  of  the  vaster  oppor¬ 
tunities  that  awaited  the  conscientious  workers  in  America,  he  set  sail  for 
this  country,  and,  penetrating  to  the  interior,  located  near  Wadena,  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  where,  for  some  time,  he  worked  at  various  things  until  he 
could  get  a  foothold.  He  married  here  and,  having  saved  his  money,  was  able 
to  buy  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  also  another  farm  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  thirty-three  acres  and  thirteen  acres  of  woods.  He  developed  this 
land  and  became  very  well. fixed,  having  started  with  practically  nothing  and 
with  no  one  to  aid,  but  he  rose  rapidly  nevertheless,  gradually  increasing  his 
holdings.  Later  in  life  he  became  an  extensive  breeder  of  Chester  White 
hogs,  owning  about  the  first  of  this  breed  in  this  community.  Politically, 
he  was  a  Democrat  and  was  active  in  the  affairs  of  his  party.  He  was  a  man 
of  much  influence,  and  was  always  truthful,  reliable  and  careful  of  his  atti¬ 
tude  toward  his  fellow  men.  He  belonged  to  the  Catholic  church.  He  and 
his  wife  were  the  parents  of  six  children,  five  of  whom  were  living  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  They  were,  John  J.,  Catherine  C,  Ellen  (died  when  four 
years  of  age),  Minnie,  who  is  a  teacher,  and  in  Chicago,  where  she  has  made 
a  great  success  as  an  educator;  William  V.  is  a  farmer  on  the  old  Fennell 
homestead;  Anna  married  Frank  Kartell,  a  ranch  foreman. 

John  J.  Fennell,  of  this  review,  was  educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  Wadena  and  Pleasant  Valley,  this  county,  and  after  leaving  school  he 
farmed  for  one  year  in  Pleasant  Valley  township  on  one  of  his  father’s  places; 
then  he  went  West  and  after  one  year  of  varied  experience  there,  returned 
to  Fayette  county  and  rented  the  home  place  north  of  Wadena  and  also  a  place 
near  the  old  home ;  then  he  rented  a  place  in  Illyria  township. 

Mr.  Fennell  was  married  in  November,  1887,  to  Mary  E.  O’Harren,  the 
daughter  of  a  highly  respected  family  here,  and  this  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  the  following  children :  Maggie  Genevra,  Demarion  Daniel,  Mar¬ 
cella  Mildred,  Maria  Winifred,  Johnnie  James,  Evangelin  Kathryn. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fennell  fanned  and  began  dealing  in  livestock, 
especially  calves,  later  adding  various  grades  of  cattle.  After  farming  four 
or  five  years,  he  purchased  a  part  of  the  place  and  later  the  entire  farm;  then 
added  forty  acres,  which  then  made  him  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  acres 
in  all,  located  in  Pleasant  Valley,  where  he  lived  until  1907,  when  he  came  to 
West  Union,  having  devoted  the  previous  ten  years  very  largely  to  cattle 
buying,  coming  to  West  Union  in  September,  1907.  On  January  1,  1908, 
he  became  a  partner  of  his  cousin,  E.  C.  Fennell,  of  Wadena,  and  from  1902  to 
about  1905  he  was  a  partner  with  R.  W.  Helms.  Aside  from  these  partner¬ 
ships,  Mr.  Fennell  was  an  individual  buyer  of  all  kinds  of  stock.  Being  an 
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excellent  judge  of  all  grades  and  varieties  of  livestock,  he  has  been  unusually 
successful  and  is  known  as  one  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  Fayette  county. 
He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church.  He  is  liberal  in  his  po¬ 
litical  views,  prefering  to  vote  for  the  man  instead  of  the  party.  He  has 
been  too  busy  to  take  much  interest  in  political  affairs,  but  he  served  very 
ably  as  trustee  of  Pleasant  Valley  township  for  two  or  three  years.  He  is 
veil  known  throughout  the  county  and,  having  always  been  a  good  mixer, 
a  jolly,  kindly  disposed  man,  is  popular  with  all  who  know  him. 


H.  E.  FOSTER. 

It  is  a  pleasure  to  investigate  the  career  of  a  successful,  self-made  man. 
Peculiai  honor  attaches  to  that  individual  who,  beginning  the  great  struggle 
of  hfe  alone  and  unaided,  gradually  overcomes  all  obstacles  in  the  pathway 
of  success  and  by  his  own  force  and  vitality  succeeds  in  forging  his  way  to  the 
fiont  and  winning  for  himself  a  position  of  esteem  and  influence  among 
his  fellow  men.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  popular  citizen  of  Clermont,  Fay* 
ette  county,  to  a  brief  synopsis  of  whose  life  and  character  the  following 
paragraphs  are  devoted. 

H.  E.  Foster  is  a  native  son  of  the  old  Hoosier  state,  having  first  seen  the 
light  of  day  in  Laporte  county,  Indiana,  on  January  21,  1841.  In  1849  be 
came  with  his  parents  to  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  arriving  here 
on  the  Fourth  of  July.  At  that  time  the  country  was  sparsely  settled  and  at 
what  is  now  the  thriving  city  of  West  Union  there  then  was  but  one  log 
house.  The  subject  remained  during  his  boyhood  with  his  parents  and  re* 
ceived  his  education  in  the  district  schools,  which  at  that  time  were  rather 
primitive  in  both  methods  and  equipment.  His  patriotism  was  aroused  at 
the  outbieak  of  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  and  in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted 
m  Company  C,  Sixth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Cavalry,  with  which  com¬ 
mand  he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  proved  a  loyal  and  courageous 
soldiei  and,  inspired  by  an  ardent  love  for  his  country,  he  threw  his  whole 
heart  and  soul  into  the  conflict. 

Upon  his  discharge  from  the  military  service,  Mr.  Foster  returned  to 
West  Union  and  apprenticed  himself  to  E.  L.  Sherman  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  harnessmaker,  and  he  spent  the  following  eleven  years  in  the  same  shop. 
He  then  bought  forty-seven  acres  of  choice  land  northeast  of  West  Union 
in  Dover  township,  and  he  made  his  home  there  until  August,  1904,  when 
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he  moved  to  Clermont  and  engaged  in  cement  contracting.  Sound  business 
principles,  correct  motives  and  persistent  industry  have  been  contributing 
elements  to  the  success  which  has  crowned  Mr.  Foster’s  efforts  and  today 
he  is  numbered  among  the  representative  citizens  and  enterprising  business 
men  of  his  community. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Foster  has  been  active  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  his  party  and  during  the  past  eight  years  he  has  served  as  assessor 
of  Dover  township.  His  religious  membership  is  with  the  Methodist  Episco¬ 
pal  church,  of  which  he  is  a  liberal  supporter. 

On  May  13,  1880,  Mr.  Foster  was  married  to  Ellen  Learn,  who  was  born 
in  Luzerne  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  daughter  of  Abram  and  Martha  (Ha- 
venstrite)  Learn,  both  also  natives  of  the  Keystone  state.  These  parents 
came  to  Dover  township,  Fayette  county,  on  April  8,  1869,  and  there  followed 
farming.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Laura, 
who  is  still  a  member  of  the  home  circle. 

The  parents  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  were  Joseph  W.  and  Aurilla 
(Griffith)  Foster,  the  former  a  native  of  Rutland  county,  Vermont,  and  the 
latter  of  New  York  state.  They  moved  to  Butler  county,  Ohio,  where  the 
father  followed  his  trades  of  miller  and  millwright.  They  moved  to  Laporte 
county,  Indiana,  in  1834,  where  Mr.  Foster  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
work  until  1843,  when  they  removed  to  Rock  county,  Wisconsin,  which  was 
their  home  for  five  years.  In  March,  1848,  they  came  to  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  locating  four  and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  West  Union,  two  years 
later  settling  where  West  Union  now  stands.  Mr.  Foster  was  an  expert  in 
his  line  of  work  and  he  built  two  mills,  a  saw-mill  and  a  grist-mill,  at  Eldo¬ 
rado  for  Mr.  Elrod,  and  also  assisted  in  the  erection  of  a  grist-mill  at  Au¬ 
burn. 

Before  closing  this  sketch,  mention  should  be  made  of  a  brother  of 
the  subject,  David  P.  Foster,  one  of  the  honored  and  respected  old  resi¬ 
dents  of  Fayette  county.  Mr.  Foster  was  born  in  Butler  county,  Ohio, 
on  January  1,  1833,  the  son  of  Joseph  W.  and  Aurilla  (Griffith) 
Foster.  He  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  with  his  parents  in  1848  and  has 
ever  since  been  closely  identified  with  this  section  of  the  county,  having  been 
an  eye-witness  of  and  participant  in  the  wonderful  development  which  has 
characterized  this  part  of  the  state.  To  him  fell  the  honor  and  also  the  respon¬ 
sibility  of  first  carrying  the  mail  in  Fayette  county. _  This  was  during  the 
administration  of  President  Pierce  and  the  mail  route  was  from  West  Union 
to  McGregor.  During  the  subsequent  years  Mr.  Foster  has  been  employed 
at  various  occupations,  including  those  of  cabinetmaker,  painter,  carpenter 
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and  other  kindred  lines.  He  relates  that  at  one  time  in  the  early  days  he  har¬ 
vested  grain  on  the  spot  where  now  stands  the  busy  city  of  West  Union 
In  1861  Mr.  Foster  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third  Regiment  Iowa  Volun- 
tee!  Infantry  and  served  faithfully  until  receiving  his  honorable  discharge 
m  18  >3'  In  0ctober,  1862,  he  was  wounded  at  Ahatchie,  and  was  also  in¬ 
jured  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh.  He  is  now  an  appreciative  member  of  the 
land  Army  of  the  Republic.  Politically,  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  On 
January  1,  1859,  He  was  married  to  Mary  Lang,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
four  children  namely:  Carrie  (died  in  infancy),  Clara,  Jennie  and  Blanche. 
Religiously,  Mr.  and  Mr.  Foster  are  affiliated  with  the  Presbyterian  church. 


KARL  D.  FISK. 

A  skilled  optometrist,  whose  name  has  become  a  household  word  in 
northeastern  Iowa  and  who  is  deserving  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  in 
w  uch  he  is  held  by  all  with  whom  he  has  come  in  contact,  is  Karl  D.  Fisk, 
who  was  born  in  Mendota,  Lasalle  county,  Illinois,  November  3  1869  the 
son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Mary  (Hill)  Fisk,  both  natives  of  Connecticut 
His  paternal  grandfather,  William  A.  Fisk,  was  of  fine  old  Pilgrim  stock 
v\ho  built  the  first  silk  factory  in  America,  it  being  located  at  Mansfield, 
Connecticut.  William  A.  Fisk  later  came  west  and  opened  a  bank,  also 
managed  a  general  store  and  conducted  a  lumber  business  in  Malden,  Bu¬ 
reau  county,  Illinois.  He  became  quite  well  to  do  for  those  early  days,’  hav¬ 
ing  come  there  in  the  early  thirties,  and  remained  until  his  death  Karl 
Fisk’s  maternal  grandfather,  John  W.  Hill,  came  to  Lasalle  county,  Illinois, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  also  came  west  in  the  early  thirties, 
became  wealthy  and  spent  his  last  days  on  the  place  which  he  homesteaded. 

Andrew  Jackson  Fisk,  father  of  Karl  D.  Fisk,  was  educated  first  in 
the  common  schools,  came  west  with  his  father  and  completed  his  education 
in  Bureau  county,  Illinois.  He  followed  painting  and  contracting  in  his 
early  life,  later  farmed  on  a  general  plan  and  was  successful  and  influential 
in  his  neighborhood.  In  1903  he  located  in  Guthrie  county,  Iowa,  but  in 
1905  he  moved  to  West  Union  where  he  lived,  retired,  until  his  death  in 
1908.  He  was  a  man  who  won  the  respect  of  all  who  knew  him  by  his  up¬ 
right  life.  His  widow  is  still  living  in  West  Union.  Thirteen  children  were 
born  to  them,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living,  Karl  D.  Fisk,  of  this  review, 
being  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth. 
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Karl  D.  Fisk  was  educated  in  the  high  school  of  Mendota,  Illinois, 
and  at  the  Ophthalmic  College  in  Chicago,  where  he  made  a  splendid  record 
and  fiom  which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  1890,  after  which  he  took 
tip  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Illinois,  remaining  for  a  time  at  several 
different  places,  having  his  headquarters  at  Mendota,  Lasalle  county.  In  1892 
he  came  to  Iowa  and  located  in  West  Union,  and  from  this  city  as  his  head 
office  he  makes  several  cities  in  northeastern  Iowa,  in  all  of  which  he  has  an 
excellent  patronage,  for  he  is  thoroughly  versed  in  his  profession,  keeps  ad¬ 
vised  on  all  up-to-date  matters  pertaining  to  the  same  and  he  is  a  man  of 
pleasing  address,  couiteous,  genial  and  he  has  the  happy  faculty  of  making 
friends  of  his  patients.  He  is  also  vice-president  of  the  Iowa  Optical  Com¬ 
pany,  located  at  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa. 

Karl  D.  Fisk  was  married  October  12,  1892,  to  Lorena  E.  Farr,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Levi  L.  Farr,  a  prominent  citizen  of  West  Union.  This  union  has 
1  esulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children,  Dorothy,  Helen  and  Marjorie. 

Karl  D.  Fisk  is  a  thirty-second-degree  Mason,  belonging  to  both  the 
Scottish  rite  and  the  York  rite.  He  is  past  eminent  commander  of  Lan- 
gridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar.  He  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective 
Order  of  Elks  and  the  Modern  Brotherhood  of  America. 

Since  1897  Karl  D.  Fisk  has  been  a  member  of  the  American  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Opticians,  and  he  became  a  member  of  the  Iowa  Association  of 
Optometrists  in  1903,  the  organization  having  been  started  in  1898  and  in¬ 
corporated  in  1908.  In  1908  he  was  made  president  of  the  Iowa  Association 
of  Optometrists,  and  he  did  many  things  for  the  benefit  of  the  organization, 
the  most  notable  being  the  securing  of  a  law,  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
that  governs  trie  practice  of  optometry.  He  is  influential  in  all  these  or¬ 
ganizations  and  is  one  of  the  best  known  optometrists  in  the  state. 


MILO  McGLATHERY. 

Few  men  of  Fayette  county  were  as  widely  and  favorably  known  as 
the  late  Milo  McGlathery,  the  honored  pioneer  and  eminent  jurist.  He  was 
one  of  the  strong  and  influential  citizens  whose  lives  have  become  an  es¬ 
sential  pait  of  the  history  of  this  section  of  the  state  and  for  years  his  name 
was  synonymous  for  all  that  constituted  honorable  and  upright  manhood. 
Tireless  energy,  keen  perception  and  honesty  of  purpose,  combined  with  a 
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large  fund  of  every-day  common  sense  and  deep  learning  in  his  profession, 
were  among  his  chief  characteristics,  and  the  annals  of  Fayette  county  would 
be  incomplete  without  a  record  of  his  career. 

Milo  McGlathery  was  born  in  Lawrence  county,  Pennsylvania,  No¬ 
vember  20,  1834,  and  was  the  son  of  John  P.  McGlathery,  who  also  was  a 
native  of  the  old  Keystone  state  and  whose  ancestors  rendered  valiant  service 
to  their  country  during  the  Revolutionary  war.  John  P.  McGlathery  was 
a  large  contractor  and  among  the  important  public  works  constructed  by 
him  was  the  Erie  Canal.  His  last  days  were  spent  in  Topeka,  Kansas.  His 
wife,  who  also  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Amanda 
Kirckpatrick,  and  she  also  came  from  sterling  Revolutionary  stock. 

Milo  McGlathery  was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  locality,  and 
early  in  boyhood  he  became  impressed  with  the  idea  of  adopting  the  law  as 
his  life  profession.  To  this  end,  he  studied  law  in  the  office  of  Judge  L.  L. 
McGuffin,  in  New  Castle,  Pennsylvania,  for  two  years,  during  which  time 
he  laid  the  foundation  for  future  studies  in  the  Ohio  State  and  Union  Law 
School,  where  he  was  graduated  in  1856,  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  June 
of  the  same  year. 

In  September,  1856,  Mr.  McGlathery  came  to  Iowa  and  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  West  Lmion,  Fayette  county,  and  early  formed  a  professional 
partnership  with  Hon.  S.  B.  Zeigler,  now  deceased.  In  the  fall  of  1857 
he  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  Fayette  county,  and  here  began  an 
uninterrupted  political  career  which  ended  only  with  his  death.  In  the  au¬ 
tumn  of  1858  Mr.  McGlathery  was  elected  prosecuting  attorney  for  the 
tenth  judicial  district,  which  then  embraced  ten  counties,  and  in  1862  he  was 
re-elected  for  another  term  of  four  years.  In  1866  Mr.  McGlathery  was 
nominated  for  district  judge  and  was  elected  without  opposition.  Again  in 
1870,  and  on  petition  of  the  lawyers  of  the  district,  he  was  urged  by  the 
central  committees  of  both  parties  to  become  a  candidate  for  re-election, 
tbe  voters  of  both  parties  being  requested  by  their  respective  committees  to 
support  Judge  McGlathery.  Of  course  he  was  unanimously  re-elected, 
and  thus  served  out  a  period  of  eighteen  years  in  the  important  offices  of 
prosecuting  attorney  and  district  judge.  The  Judge  was  an  ardent  Repub¬ 
lican,  and  one  of  the  organizers  of  that  party,  but  he  was  never  a  partisan 
in  the  administration  of  his  official  duties,  hence  his  popularity  among  all 
classes.  His  qualifications  for  the  office  of  judge  were  unquestionable.  First 
of  all,  he  had  integrity  of  character.  He  possessed  the  natural  ability  and 
essential  requirements,  the  acumen  of  the  judicial  temperament.  He  was  able 
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to  divest  himself  of  prejudice  or  favoritism  and  consider  only  the  legal  as¬ 
pects  of  a  question  submitted.  No  labor  'was  too  great,  however  onerous; 
no  application  too  exacting,  however  severe,  if  necessary  to  the  complete 
understanding  and  correct  determination  of  a  question.  Many  of  his  de¬ 
cisions  bear  the  impress  of  his  patient  investigation  and  his  logical  deduc¬ 
tions,  and  his  career  on  the  bench  was  a  noble  example  and  an  inspiration. 

On  December  7,  1859,  occurred  the  marriage  of  Milo  McGlathery  and 
Anna  M.  McMasters,  the  ceremony  occurring  at  West  Union,  where  their 
home  was  continued.  Mrs.  McGlathery  was  the  daughter  of  James  and 
Eliza  (Lipton)  McMasters,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  who  came  to  Iowa 
in  1857,  locating  at  West  Union.  In  the  East  Mr.  McMasters  had  been 
engaged  in  a  number  of  business  enterprises,  having  owned  a  coal  mine,  a 
hotel  and  farming  property.  On  coming  to  Iowa  he  bought  a  farm,  to  which 
he  devoted  his  attention  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  He  was  a  man 
of  sterling  character  and  in  his  make-up  were  displayed  the  same  qualities 
which  had  impelled  his  ancestors  who'  were  defenders  of  the  colonies  during 
the  war  of  the  Revolution.  To  Milo  and  Anna  McGlathery  were  born  two 
children,  Edward  S.,  born  October  10,  i860,  and  a  daughter,  Addie. 

Edward  S.  McGlathery  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  breeder  of  thorough¬ 
bred  trotting  horses  on  his  farm,  adjoining  the  corporation  of  West  Union  on 
the  south.  He  has  made  a  specialty  of  this  line  of  stock  raising  and  gives 
his  entire  attention  and  the  use  of  his  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  to  the  rearing  and  training  of  standard-bred  trotting  horses.  He  estab¬ 
lished  in  this  business  in  1890  and  was  one  of  the  first  men  in  Fayette 
county  who  decided  that  trotting  horses  could  be  profitably  reared  in  Iowa 
as  well  as  in  Kentucky.  When  the  initial  stock  was  secured  neither  time 
nor  money  was  spared  to  secure  the  best  that  could  be  bought  after  thorough 
investigation.  The  original  stock  was  from  the  well  known  farms  of  Sena¬ 
tor  Stanford,  of  California,  and  the  Woodborn  farms  of  Kentucky.  The  re¬ 
sult  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory.  Mr.  McGlathery  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  town  of  West  Union,  and,  though  he  has  traveled  ex¬ 
tensively,  his  home  has  always  been  here.  Everyone  knows  “Ed”  McGlath¬ 
ery  and  no  one  knows  him  but  to  respect  and  honor  him  for  his  quiet  and 
unassuming  manner  and  strict  adherence  to  honest  and  upright  dealings. 
The  writer  has  known  him  since  he  was  a  school  boy  in  knee  breeches,  wrest¬ 
ling  with  the  intricate  problems  propounded  by  the  late  Prof.  S.  S.  Ains¬ 
worth.  The  family  is  nearly  extinct  through  the  death  of  both  father  and 
mother,  but  the  survivors  maintain  the  high  standing  attained  and  trans¬ 
mitted  by  their  ancestors. 
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In  1899  Edward  McGlathery  was  married  to  Anna  E.  Moore,  a  daughter 
of  John  Moore,  a  native  of  Dubuque,  whose  parents  were  pioneer  settlers  of 
that  place. 


GEORGE  G.  SCOTT. 


I  he  gentleman  to  a  brief  review  of  whose  life  the  following  paragraphs 
are  devoted,  has  long  been  numbered  among  the  foremost  citizens  of  Wa¬ 
dena,  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  and  has  by  his  enterprise  and  pro- 
giessive  methods  contributed  in  a  material  way  to  the  advancement  of  the 
locality  in  which  he  has  resided.  He  has  in  the  course  of  an  honorable  career 
been  most  successful  in  the  business  affairs  with  which  he  has  been  connected, 
and  is  well  deserving  of  mention  in  the  biographical  annals  of  Fayette  county. 

George  G.  Scott  is  a  native  son  of  bonnie  Scotland,  where  his  birth  oc¬ 
curred  on  May  24,  1842.  His  parents  were  George  and  Maney  (Gray) 
Scott,  the  former  born  at  Perth,  Perthshire,  Scotland,  on  April  7,  1795,  and 
the  latter  at  Easter  Duddingston,  Scotland,  on  November  9,  1799.  The 
subject  s  birthplace  was  also  Perth  and  there  his  boyhood  days  were  spent, 
his  elementary  education  being  received  in  the  schools  of  that  city.  In  1863 
Mr.  Scott  left  the  land  of  hills  and  heather  and  cast  his  lot  with  thousands  of 
his  countrymen  who  had  established  homes  in  the  United  States,  and  he 
located  at  Dubuque,  Iowa,  where  two  elder  brothers  had  long  preceded  him. 
In  1877  he  came  to  Wadena,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business.  The  Scotch  national  characteristics  of  shrewdness, 
sobriety  and  honesty  were  contributing  elements  to  the  success  which  at¬ 
tended  his  efforts  and  for  a  number  of  years  he  was  numbered  amongf  the 
leading  merchants  of  this  section  of  the  county,  so  that  in  1899  he  was 
enabled  to  retire  from  active  business  life  and  is  now  enjoying  that  leisure 
and  rest  which  his  former  years  of  activity  so  richly  entitle  him  to.  He  has 
always  been  deeply  interested  in  the  welfare  and  development  of  the  com¬ 
munity  with  which  his  interests  have  been  identified  and  he  has  been  an 
influential  factor  in  its  advancement,  having  long  enjoyed  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  the  entire  community. 

Though  foreign-born,  Mr.  Scott  early  gave  unmistakable  evidence  of 
his  loyalty  to  his  adopted  country  and  in  the  dark  hours  of  the  great  Rebel¬ 
lion  he  assisted  in  the  defense  of  the  national  government.  In  June,  1864, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Forty-fourth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  faithfully  served  in  the  ranks  until  September  following,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged. 
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Politically,  Mr.  Scott  has  been  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party,  in 
the  success  of  which  he  has  been  actively  interested.  He  gave  efficient  and 
satisfactory  service  as  postmaster  of  Wadena,  in  which  position  he  served 
through  several  Republican  administrations,  earning  the  commendation  of 
his  superiors  in  the  department  and  the  good  will  of  the  patrons  of  the  office. 
Religiously,  Mr.  Scott  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  to  which 
he  gives  a  generous  support  of  his  time  and  means.  Standing  “four  square 
to  every  wind  that  blows,’’  Mr.  Scott  has  always  been  found  on  the  right 
side  of  every  moral  issue  or  other  question  looking  to  the  betterment  of  the 
general  conditions  of  the  community  and  because  of  his  estimable  personal 
qualities  and  genuine  worth  he  is  deservedly  popular  among  those  with  whom 
he  is  acquainted. 


WILLIAM  EZRA  HOWARD. 

From  a  sterling  old  family  of  the  Keystone  state,  and  he  himself 
a  man  of  many  estimable  qualities,'  as  his  long  and  useful  life  in  Fayette 
county  will  attest,  comes  William  Ezra  Howard,  one  of  the  comfortably  sit¬ 
uated  farmers  of  Pleasant  Valley  township.  His  birth  occurred  on  October 
13,  1849,  ’n  Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  and  he  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Mary  (Alcorn)  Howard,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  state  they 
grew  to  maturity  and  where  they  were  married  in  1840,  and  farmed  there 
until  1853,  when  John  came  to  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  being  among  the  pioneers  of  this  locality.  He  selected  a  site  for  their 
future  home  in  section  33,  built  a  log  cabin  and  stable  and  made  prepara¬ 
tions  for  his  family,  whom  he  had  left  behind.  In  1854  .he  returned  to  the 
East  for  his  family  and  they  soon  were  engaged  in  developing  their  new  home 
in  the  West.  His  first  land  cost  him  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  per  acre ; 
adding  to  his  first  tract,  he  became  the  owner  of  a  very  valuable  place  of  two 
hundred  and  twenty-three  acres.  He  was  a  hard  working  man  and  cleared  a 
great  deal,  and  he  became  well  known  among  the  first  settlers  here,  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him;  he  devoted  his  entire  life  to  farming 
and  was  rewarded  with  success.  His  death  occurred  on  November  17,  1900, 
and  that  of  his  good  wife  on  October  2,  1908;  they  were  a  fine  old  couple 
and  reached  advanced  ages.  John  Howard  was  one  of  the  most  noted 
hunters  in  the  state  of  Iowa  in  his  earlier  years.  He  also  frequently  went  on 
hunting  expeditions  in  Minnesota.  He  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  his  wife 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 
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I  o  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  the  following  children  were  born:  Sarah  Jane 
married  C.  A.  Lyon  and  lives  in  Knox  county,  Nebraska ;  Harvey  is  de¬ 
ceased ;  William  E.,  of  this  review;  Lucinda  is  deceased;  Thomas  lives  in 
Elgin,  Iowa ;  Elizabeth  married  M.  Stansbury  and  lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa ; 
Enos  and  Inez  are  twins;  the  latter  died  in  1864;  Enos  married  Mahala  Con¬ 
nor,  is  farming  on  part  of  the  old  place  in  Pleasant  Valley  township  and  they 
have  the  following  children:  John  and  Clark,  both  deceased;  Thomas,  who 
mai  1  ied  Anna  W  dson  and  lives  with  his  father  on  the  old  place,  has  one  son, 
Aichie  E. ;  Inez,  the  fourth  child  of  Enos  Howard  and  wife,  married  John 
Shaffer,  of  Illyria  township;  Reuben,  the  fifth  child,  is  living  at  home. 

V  illiam  E.  Howard,  of  this  review,  received  only  a  limited  education 
in  the  home  schools,  and  he  remained  on  the  parental  acres  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  In  February,  1872,  he  went  to  Knox  county, 
Nebraska,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  more.  He  improved 
it  and  lived  on  the  same  until  1888,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought  a  part  of 
his  father’s  old  homestead  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  this  county.  He  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  very  productive,  attractive  and  well  managed  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  acres,  he  having  made  all  the  improvements  on 
same. 

While  living  in  Knox  county,  Nebraska,  Mr.  Howard  was  married  on 
April  15,  1877,  to  Emily  M.  Burgess,  of  Winneshiek  county,  Iowa.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Poole)  Burgess,  her  father  being  a  native  of 
Ireland  and  her  mother  of  Virginia.  They  came  in  an  early  day  to  Iowa, 
later  lived  for  some  time  in  Minnesota,  thence  moved  to  Knox  county,  Ne¬ 
braska,  and  from  there  to  Wyoming,  where  they  died. 

Seven  children  have  been  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Howard,  named 
as  follows:  Mary  J.  married  Frank  Boyle,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township, 
and  they  have  two  children,  William  E.  and  George  H. ;  Lucinda  married 
George  Stansberry,  of  Illyria  township,  and  they  have  six  children,  Grace  P., 
Iva,  George,  Evelyn,  Ezra,  Emily  E. ;  John  married  Elsie  Smith  and  they 
live  in  Illyria  township  and  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  John  and  Ezra  C. ; 
William  T.,  of  Pleasant  Valley  township,  married  Jenette  Peterson  and  they 
have  one  son,  Charlie ;  Harvey,  a  farmer  in  Illyria  township,  married  Eunice 
Miller,  and  they  have  one  child,  Leota  Malvina ;  George  Enos  married  Anna 
May  Learn  and  lives  with  his  father;  Frank  is  also  living  at  home. 

Since  1888  William  E.  Howard  has  lived  on  his  present  place  in  Pleas¬ 
ant  Valley  township,  carrying  on  a  general  farming  business  in  a  very  suc¬ 
cessful  manner.  He  is  well  known  as  a  breeder  of  Shorthorn  cattle,  draft 
horses  and  Poland-China  hogs,  all  of  which  find  a  ready  market,  owing  to 
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their  superior  quality.  Fanning  has  been  his  life  work  and  he  has  been  amply 
rewarded. 

Politically,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  several  local  offices,  including 
that  of  school  director. 


GEORGE  W.  GILBERT. 

Among  the  honored  old  pioneers  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  occupies  a  conspicuous  position.  A  life  of  good  purposes  and 
unimpeached  integrity  has  won  for  him  the  unbounded  confidence  of  all  who 
know  him  and  he  is  eminently  entitled  to  representation  in  a  work  of  this 
nature.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  native  of  western  Canada,  where  he  was  born  on 
the  28th  day  of  February,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Rebecca 
(Pratt)  Gilbert.  He  is  of  stanch  Irish  stock,  his  grandfather  Gilbert  having 
come  to  America  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  On  the  maternal  side  his  ances¬ 
tors  were  English,  his  maternal  great-grandfather  having  been  born  in  that 
country,  as  was  his  son,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  later 
locating  in  Canada,  where  his  daughter,  the  subject’s  mother,  was  born.  The 
old  Revolutionary  veteran  referred  to  was  the  father  of  twenty-three  children 
and  lived  to  the  remarkable  age  of  ninety-three  years.-  He  was  three  times 
married  and  the  subject’s  mother  was  born  to  the  first  wife.  The  grandpar¬ 
ents  were  all  tillers  of  the  soil  and  were  energetic  and  enterprising  people, 
standing  high  in  their  respective  communities. 

William  Gilbert  was  born  in  New  York  city,  February  18,  1810,  and  his 
wife,  Rebecca,  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Canada  on  February  ix,  1821. 
The  former  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the  latter  in 
1862,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years.  William  Gilbert  lived  in  his  native  city 
until  he  had  reached  his  majority,  when  he  went  to  Canada,  where  he  mar¬ 
ried  about  1838.  The  family  moved  to  Rockford,  Illinois,  about  1847,  where 
they  -resided  until  about  1864,  when  they  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
located  at  Eldorado.  In  the  winter  of  the  following  year  they  moved  to 
Charles  City,  this  state,  where  they  lived  eight  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time  they  went  to  northern  Minnesota  and  took  up  a  claim  adjoining  the 
Chippewa  Indian  reservation.  When  about  seventy-five  years  old,  William 
Gilbert  "went  to  live  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Lois  Davis,  at  Saginaw,  Mich¬ 
igan,  where  his  death  occurred,  his  remains  being  taken  to  Rockford,  Illinois, 
for  interment.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  he  was  again  married,  while 
residing  at  Rockford,  and  by  the  second  union  he  had  two  sons,  four  children 
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having  been  born  to  the  first  union,  namely:  The  first-born  died  in  infancy; 
George  W.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rebecca,  who  lives  at  Lansing,  Michi¬ 
gan  ;  and  Lois,  now  deceased.  The  children  of  the  second  union  were  Theo¬ 
dore,  a  resident  of  Badora,  Minnesota,  and  Henry,  who  lives  at  Detroit  City, 
Minnesota.  Their  mother  is  now  living  in  California.  William  Gilbert  was 
an  idustrious  and  energetic  man.  He  was  by  trade  a  carpenter,  joiner  and 
millwright.  In  political  sentiment  he  was  an  abolitionist  and  took  an  active 
pai  t  in  politics  aftei  the  war.  He  was  widely  known  and  in  whatever  com¬ 
pany  he  happened  to  be  was  perfectly  at  home,  being  himself  somewhat  of  an 
entertainer.  Through  his  energetic  habits  and  wise  management,  he  was  al¬ 
ways  in  fair  pecuniary  circumstances.  In  church  work  he  was  active,  being 
piominent  in  the  Baptist  society,  and  he  was  ever  found  in  support  of  move¬ 
ments  for  the  benefit  of  the  community. 

George  W.  Gilbert  was  reared  in  the  paternal  home  and  in  his  youth 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Rockford,  Illinois.  His  studies  were  inter¬ 
rupted,  however,  by  the  sounds  of  impending  conflict,  which  was  then  about 
to  bin  st  o\  ei  the  nation,  and  when  the  President  s  call  for  volunteers  was 
issued,  he  responded  promptly,  enlisting  at  Rockford,  at  the  age  of  nineteen 
years,  in  Company  D,  Eleventh  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry.  The 
command  first  went  into  camp  at  Bird’s  Point,  Missouri,  where  they  remained 
during  the  winter  of  1861-62.  Subsequently  the  regiment  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  followed  by  Shiloh,  these  being  the 
most  important  battles  in  the  history  of  the  regiment.  During  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  the  subject  was  detailed  to  the  boat  “City  of  Memphis”  to  help  care 
foi  the  wounded,  and  during  the  thickest  of  the  fight  he  helped  carry  many 
dead  and  wounded  soldiers  from  the  field.  General  Grant  designated  him 
as  a  nurse  on  the  boat  mentioned,  which  position  he  retained  for  four  or  five 
weeks,  then  becoming  the  steward  of  the  boat.  He  had  charge  of  about  fifty 
nurses  and  the  boat  was  kept  busily  engaged  transferring  sick  soldiers  from 
the  South,  usually  carrying  six  hundred  and  seven  hundred  sick  and  wounded 
men  at  each  trip.  After  this  he  was  detailed  as  a  cook  in  the  Cairo  hospital, 
but  soon  afterwards  was  himself  taken  sick  with  smallpox  and  confined  in  the 
same  hospital.  On  his  recovery  he  was  made  chief  cook,  which  he  retained 
for  some  time.  He  then  rejoined  his  regiment  and  was  discharged  from  the 
service  because  of  physical  disability.  When  he  entered  the  service,  Mr.  Gil¬ 
bert  was  a  strong  and  robust  man,  but  when  he  left  the  army  he  weighed  but 
ninety-five  pounds. 

After  the  completion  of  his  military  service,  Mr.  Gilbert  returned  to  his 
former  home  at  Rockford,  where  he  remained  about  a  year  and  then  came  to 
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Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  June,  1865,  locating  in  Auburn  township.  During 
the  following  ten  years  he  was  successfully  engaged  there  in  the  tilling  of  the 
soil,  but  in  1876  he  came  to  West  Union,  where  he  has  since  lived.  Being  an 
expert  mechanic,  he  was  for  a  number  of  years  kept  busily  employed,  by  of 
recent  years  he  has  been  practically  living  retired  from  active  labor.  He  is 
a  man  of  splendid  personal  qualities  and  is  well  liked  in  the  circles  in  which 
he  moves. 

On  February  25,  1866,  Mr.  Gilbert  was  married  to  Elizabeth  Dewey,  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richard  Dewey,  her  birth  having  occurred  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1844,  near  New  Richmond,  Montgomery  county,  Indiana.  The  Dewey 
family  was  originally  from  Maryland,  going  from  that  state  first  to  Ohio.,  and 
thence  going  to  Indiana.  They  Were  farming  people  and  occupied  a  promi¬ 
nent  position  in  their  community.  Of  their  eight  children,  Mrs.  Gilbert  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth,  she  being  a  twin  to  a  brother  who  is  now  deceased. 
The  Dewey  family  arrived  in  Fayette  county  in  1856,  coming  from  Indiana 
with  four  yoke  of  oxen  and  two  horse  teams,  locating  near  Eldorado.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilbert  have  been  bom  two  children,  namely :  Maud,  born  Aug¬ 
ust  28,  1871,  became  the  wife  of  Earl  Ostrander,  of  this  county,  and  they  have 
a  boy,  Jesse,  now  two  years  old;  Olive,  born  May  19,  1877,  is  the  wife  of  Carl 
Ostrander,  and  they  have  one  child,  Edith  Elizabeth,  three  years  old ;  Carl  and 
Earl  Ostrander  are  twins. 

Mr.  Gilbert  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  faith,  and  has  held  sev¬ 
eral  township  offices,  being  at  present  a  justice  of  the  peace,  in  which  he  is 
giving  eminently  satisfactory  service.  He  has  long  taken  an  active  interest 
m  agricultural  matters,  being  a  member  of  the  Fayette  County  Fair  Associa¬ 
tion.  On  the  fail  grounds  is  a  typical  log  cabin,  in  which  are  kept  many 
valuable  and  interesting  relics  of  the  early  pioneer  days  and  which  is  always 
the  center  of  interest  for  visitors.  This  cabin  Mr.  Gilbert  himself  built  and 
presented  to  the  Old  Settlers  Association  for  the  specific  purpose  to  which  it 
is  devoted,  and  he  was  appointed  the  superintendent  of  the  building,  a  position 
he  still  retains.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  the  possessor  of  a  number  of  interesting  old 
rebcs,  one  of  them  being  an  old  map  and  railroad  guide  that  was  published  in 
1845,  before  the  state  of  Iowa  was  admitted  to  the  union.  It  is  an  interesting 
lelic  and  by  contrast  emphasizes  the  wonderful  development  which  has  taken 
place  in  the  state.  Mr.  Gilbert  is  also  the  owner  of  the  celebrated  cabin  which 
was  used  during  the  first  presidential  campaign  of  Benjamin  Harrison,  having 
been  made  for  the  Harrison  Club  of  West  Union.  Several  attempts  have 
been  made  to  destroy  or  steal  the  cabin,  it  having  been  in  all  the  towns  of  the 
county,  but  it  is  still  intact  and  has  been  made  use  of  a  number  of  times  by 
(9i) 
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the  Modern  Woodmen  and  others  at  different  times.  Fraternally,  Mr.  Gilbert 
is  a  member  of  Post  No.  48,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  at  West  Union,  and 
was  at  one  time  commander  of  the  Veterans’  Association  of  Fayette  county. 
Religiously  he  is  a  Baptist,  holding  membership  with  the  church  of  that  de¬ 
nomination  at  West  Union.  Fie  and  his  wife  are  living  quietly  and  unosten¬ 
tatiously  in  their  comfortable  home  at  West  Union  and  they  enjoy  the  friend¬ 
ship  of  a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  They  give  a  cordial  welcome  to  all 
who  enter  their  home,  the  spirit  of  true  hearted  hospitality  being  ever  in  evi¬ 
dence. 


PHILIP  LAUER. 

That  the  plenitude  of  satiety  is  seldom  attained  in  the  affairs  of  life  is  to 
be  considered  a  most  beneficial  deprivation,  for  where  ambition  is  satisfied  and 
every  ultimate  end  realized,  if  such  be  possible,  apathy  must  follow.  The 
men  who  have  pushed  forward  the  wheels  of  progress  have  been  those  to 
whom  satisfaction  lies  ever  in  the  future,  who  have  labored  continuously,  al¬ 
ways  finding  in  each  transition  state  an  incentive  for  further  effort.  Mr. 
Lauer  is  one  whose  well  directed  efforts  have  gained  for  him  a  position  of 
desirable  prominence  in  his  community  and  his  energy  and  enterprise  have  been 
crowned  by  a  gratifying  measure  of  success,  so  that  now  he  is  enabled  to 
enjoy  a  surcease  from  active  labor  and  live  in  comfort  and  ease. 

Philip  Lauer  was  born  in  Germany  in  1840  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and 
Dora  (Beal)  Lauer,  both  of  whom  were  natives  and  lifelong  residents  of  the 
Fatherland.  Philip  was  reared  to  the  years  of  youth  by  his  parents  and  at¬ 
tended  the  splendid  schools  of  his  native  land.  At  the  early  age  of  fifteen 
years  he  came  alone  to  the  United  States  and  first  located  in  Lycoming  county, 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  learned  and  followed  the  trade  of  a  carpenter.  In 
i860  he  came  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Winneshiek  county,  where  he  acquired  a 
tract  of  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  acres,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he 
devoted  himself.  He  made  many  improvements  and  gave  much  attention  to 
the  raising  of  cattle  and  hogs.  He  remained  there  until  1898,  when  he 
bought  two  hundred  and  thirty-five  acres  of  fine  land  lying  north  of  Eldorado, 
Fayette  county,  to  which  he  moved  the  following  year,  and  this  has  been  his 
home  since.  He  has  here  followed  a  general  line  of  farming  and  stock 
raisins;  and  his  efforts  were  rewarded  with  marked  success.  He  also  owns 
another  tract  of  twenty  acres  which  he  had  bought  before  leaving  Winne¬ 
shiek  county.  He  has  looked  carefully  after  the  material  welfare  of  his 
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children  and  has  bought  and  given  to  his  sons  tracts  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight  and  one  hundred  and  three  acres  re¬ 
spectively.  During  the  past  few  years  he  has  practically  retired  from  active 
labor. 

In  1862  Mr.  Latter  was  united  in  marriage  to  Gosen  Kaster,  whose  death 
occurred  in  January,  1910.  They  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  Henry,  Charles,  Philip  H.,  John  P.  (deceased  October  16,  1910), 
William  P.,  Peter,  Fritz,  Maggie,  John  and  Elizabeth,  the  two  last  named  also 
being  deceased. 

Politically,  Mr.  Lauer  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  he  has  served  six 
years  as  township  trustee  and  two  terms  as  school  director,  and  while  living 
m  Winneshiek  county  he  was  trustee  for  nine  years  and  school  director  for 
many  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  church  at  Eldorado,  being  the 
oldest  member  of  the  society  and  the  first  person  married  in  it.  He  has  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  and  gives  an 
unreserved  support  to  every  movement  calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow  man 
morally,  educationally,  socially  or  materially.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Farmers  Insurance  Company,  of  which  he  has  been  treasurer  for  the  past 
twenty-seven  years,  much  of  the  success  of  the  company  being  due  to  his  in¬ 
fluence  and  efforts  in  its  behalf,  it  being  one  of  the  solid  and  beneficial  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  county.  Personally,  Mr.  Lauer  is  genial  and  companionable, 
enjoys  wide  acquaintance  and  has  a  large  circle  of  warm  personal  friends,  who 
esteem  him  for  his  ability  and  genuine  worth. 


PATRICK  O’HARRAN. 

One  of  the  highly  respected  and  worthy  representatives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  now  living  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  is  Patrick  O’Harran,  who  was  born 
in  Ireland  about  1836,  the  son  of  Patrick  and  Bridget  (McNamara)  O’Har¬ 
ran,  the  mother  dying  in  Ireland,  where  she  was  born  and  reared,  but  the 
father  came  to  America  about  1844.  and  settled  at  Utica,  New  York.  His 
son,  Patrick,  of  this  review,  joined  him  here  in  1846,  having  remained  in  his 
native  land  the  meanwhile.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  latter  was  only  about 
ten  years  old  when  he  came  to  Utica,  he  did  not  engage  in  regular  work  for 
some  time,  but  he  finally  went  to  work  on  a  farm  near  that  city,  after  receiv¬ 
ing  his  education  in  the  public  schools  there.  His  father  was  a  drayman  in 
Utica.  After  remaining  in  that  city  ten  years,  the  subject  came  West,  locat- 
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ing  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  in  1856,  buying  eighty  acres 
of  land  there  which  he  developed  into  a  good  farm  by  hard  work,  remaining 
there  until  1908  when  he  moved  to  West  Union,  after  laying  by  a  competency 
by  general  farming  operations,  and  he  has  since  lived  retired. 

Mr.  O’Harran  was  married  in  Janesville,  Wisconsin,  to  Maggie  Manahan, 
who  proved  to  be  a  faithful  helpmeet,  and  this  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
three  children,  all  living  at  this  writing,  namely:  John,  Mary  Ellen  and 
Charles.  The  daughter  is  the  wife  of  J.  J.  Fennell,  whose  sketch  is  to  be 
found  elsewhere  in  this  work. 

Mr.  O’Harran  and  his  family  are  faithful  members  of  the  Catholic 
church.  The  subject  is  a  Republican  in  national  politics  and  has  taken  much 
interest  in  local  affairs,  at  one  time  serving  very  ably  as  constable  of  Illyria 
township. 


ANDREW  M.  CLARK. 

Prominent  among  the  enterprising  farmers  and  representative  citizens  of 
Eden  township  is  Andrew  M.  Clark,  a  native  of  Canada  and  an  honored  mem¬ 
ber  of  an  old  and  respected  Scotch  family  which  settled  at  Woodstock,  On¬ 
tario,  in  the  year  1857.  Andrew  Clark,  Sr.,  the  subject’s  father,  was  born 
near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  April  3,  1833,  and  married  in  that  city,  in  June,  1857, 
Jane  Orr,  following  which  he  sailed  for  Canada.  In  August  of  the  same  year 
located  at  Woodstock,  Ontario,  near  which  place  he  purchased  land  and  en¬ 
gaged  in  farming,  though  formerly  a  seafaring  man.  After  spending  twelve 
years  in  Ontario,  he  disposed  of  his  agricultural  interests  and,  in  the  fall  of 
1870,  in  company  with  the  Murray  and  Lindsay  families,  migrated  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  two  and  a  fourth  miles  east 
of  Waucoma,  which  he  improved. and  on  which  he  lived  and  prospered  until 
his  retirement  from  active  life  in  the  fall  of  1901.  On  leaving  the  farm  Mr. 
Clark  took  up  his  residence  in  Waucoma,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  on  February  8,  1909;  his  “wife,  who  survived  him,  is  still  living  in  that 
town.  This  excellent  couple  were  highly  esteemed  in  their  various  places  of 
residence  and  all  who  knew  them  spoke  in  high  praise  of  their  many  sturdy 
characteristics  and  estimable  qualities.  Prior  to  coming  to  Iowa  they  were 
Scotch  Presbyterians,  but  after  settling  in  Fayette  county  they  united  with  the 
Congregational  church  at  Waucoma,  to  which  Mr.  Clark  remained  loyal  to 
the  day  of  his  death,  his  widow  being  still  a  valued  member  of  the  organiza¬ 
tion.  Their  children,  eight  in  number,  are  as  follows:  David  A.,  a  miller 
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of  Langford,  South  Dakota;  Jennie  S.,  wife  of  E.  A.  Smith,  of  Waterloo, 
Iowa;  Andrew  M.,  'whose  name  introduces  this  sketch;  Thomas  J.,  a  farmer 
living  near  Tagus,  North  Dakota;  Jessie  A.,  who  lives  in  Waucoma  with  her 
mother  ;  John  H.,  a  farmer  of  Eclen  township,  now- operating  the  family  home¬ 
stead;  Frank  R.,  a  hardware  merchant  at  Farley,  Iowa,  and  Viola  B.,  who 
married  A.  H.  Bender  and  lives  at  Glenville,  Minnesota. 

Andrew  M.  Clark  was  born  March  25,  1865,  at  Woodstock,  Ontario,  and 
at  the  age  of  five  years  was  brought  to  Iowa  by  his  parents,  from  which  time 
to  the  present  his  life  has'  been  largely  identified  with  the  development  and 
prosperity  of  the  part  of  Fayette  county  in  which  he  now  lives.  He  remained 
at  home  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  until  his  eighteenth  year  and  in  the 
meantime  acquired  a  practical  education  in  the  district  schools  which  he  at¬ 
tended  during  the  fall  and  winter  seasons  as  long  as  he  continued  under  the 
parental  roof.  At  the  age  indicated  he  severed  home  ties  and  began  the 
struggle  of  life  for  hirnself,  first  as  a  farm  hand  at  monthly  wages,  and  later 
went  to  Dakota,  where  during  the  three  ensuing  years  he  was  employed  by  his 
brother  as  engineer  in  the  latter’s  flouring  mill  Returning  to  Fayette  county 
at  the  end  of  that  time,  he  worked  one  }^ear  on  the  homestead  and  then  rented 
another  farm  in  the  same  township,  which  he  continued  to  cultivate  during  the 
seven  years  following,  meeting  with  gratifying  success  the  meanwhile. 

Mr.  Clark,  in  June,  190-1,  purchased  the  farm  in  Eden  township,  and, 
under  his  labors  and  judicious  management,  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  improved 
and  among  the  most  valuable  farms  in  this  part  of  the  county.  It  is  known 
as  the  old  Dunn  farm  and  consists  of  ninety-four  acres  of  fertile  land,  three 
and  a  half  miles  northeast  of  Waucoma  on  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
county,  the  locality  having  long  been  noted  for  the  productiveness  of  its  soil 
and  the  value  of  its  agricultural  and  livestock  interests.  On  moving  to  the 
farm  Mr.  Clark  found  it  in  anything  but  prosperous  condition,  the  buildings 
being  in  poor  repair,  the  fences  run  down  and  the  soil  only  indifferently  culti¬ 
vated,  but  with  his  characteristic  industry  and  energy  he  went  to  work  and 
remedied  these  defects,  with  the  result  that  his  labors  were  soon  manifest 
in  the  series  of  improvements  which  were  inaugurated  and  in  due  time  car¬ 
ried  to  completion.  He  rebuilt  the  house  and  converted  it  into  a  comfortable 
and  attractive  residence  and  by  successful  tillage  of  the  soil  brought  the  land 
to  the  high  state  of  cultivation  for  which  the  farm  has  since  been  noted.  In 
all  that  enters  into  the  make-up  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  modern 
American  agriculturist,  he  is  easily  the  peer  of  any  other  farmer  of  the  town¬ 
ship,  and  his  beautiful  and  attractive  country  home,  surrounded  with  every 
evidence  of  prosperity  and  content,  bespeaks  the  presence  of  one  who  believes 
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in  the  nobility  of  his  vocation  and  who  leaves  nothing  undone  to  minister  to 
the  comfort  and  happiness  of  those  dependent  upon  him. 

Mr.  Clark’s  married  life  dates  from  July  14,  1891,  at  which  time  he  was 
united  in  the  holy  bonds  of  wedlock  with  Alice  Thompson,  daughter  of  Rufus 
and  Elizabeth  Thompson,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of  Eden  town¬ 
ship,  where  the  mother  is  still  living,  the  father  having  died  some  years  ago. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  have  no  children  of  their  own,  but  they  have  taken  great 
interest  in  the  young  people,  among  whom  they  have  many  warm  friends  in 
the  neighborhood  of  their  residence. 

Politically,  Mr.  Clark  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Republican  party,  the 
principles  of  which  he  believes  to  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the  people  and 
the  great  mission  of  which,  he  is  confident,  is  by  no  means  at  an  end.  He  at¬ 
tends  the  township  and  county  conventions  as  a  delegate  and  takes  an  active 
part  in  the  deliberations  of  these  bodies,  serving  on  important  committees  and 
using  his  influence  in  the  selection  of  judicious  candidates  though  never  him¬ 
self  a  seeker  after  the  honors  or  emoluments  of  office.  Fraternally,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  passed 
all  the  chairs,  besides  belonging,  with  his  wife,  to  the  Rebekah  degree,  and  he 
is  also  connected  with  the  order  of  Woodmen.  Religiously,  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  church  holds  his  creed,  he  and  Mrs.  Clark  being  esteemed  members  of 
the  local  congregation. 


FRANKLIN  DEWEY. 

Perhaps  no  class  of  men  living  today  are  entitled  to  higher  honors  or 
greater  respect  than  the  veteran  boys  in  blue  who  sacrificed  their  all  to  save 
their  country  in  the  dark  days  of  the  sixties,  although  be  it  said  with  shame, 
a  great  many  of  the  younger  generation  do  not  seem  to  fully  appreciate  what 
these  brave  men  have  done  for  them,  nor  do  they  accord  the  old  soldiers 
proper  respect.  One  of  the  sons  of  the  North  who  bore  the  brunt  of  battle, 
the  hardships  of  prison  life,  the  trials  of  hard  campaigns  is  Franklin  Dewey, 
of  Harlan  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Montville, 
Geauga  county,  Ohio,  June  8,  1839.  He  was  brought  to  the  West  when  a 
boy  and  received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  Fayette  and  McHenry 
counties,  Illinois.  He  is  the  son  of  Thomas  J.  and  Eunice  O.  (Stephens! 
Dewey.  The  father  was  born  in  Westfield,  Hampden  county,  Massachusetts, 
February  22,  1803,  and  the  mother  was  born  in  Montville,  Geauga  county, 
Ohio,  January  26,  1814;  they  were  married  in  Montville,  February  14,  1835, 
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the  last  named  state,  and  lived  on  a  farm  there  until  1844  when  they  moved 
to  McHenry  county,  Illinois,  where  Mr.  Dewey  entered  government  land  and 
lived  there  for  ten  years.  In  1854  the  family  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
making  the  overland  trip  in  wagons,  locating  in  Harlan  township,  near  the 
town  of  Maynard,  where  Mr.  Dewey  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  from  the 
government  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  here  he  and  his  wife 
lived  until  their  deaths.  Politically,  Mr.  Dewey  was  a  Republican,  but  later 
joined  the  Greenbackers.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Franklin,  of  this  review-;  Jasper,  born  October  22,  1840,  resides  at 
Fulton,  Kansas;  Addison  was  born  September  11,  1842,  resides  at  Oelwein, 
Iowa;  Malinda  C.,  born  September  20,  1844,  resided  at  Maynard,  and  died  on 
June  25,  1899;  Minerva  D.,  born  November  6,  1846,  died  October  xi,  1863; 
Charles  L.,  born  September  10,  1848,  died  October  20,  1863;  Miranda  D., 
born  May  24,  1850,  died  October  15,  1863;  Ira  S.,  born  September  15,  1852, 
died  November  3,  1863. 

The  father  of  these  children  died  February  2,  1890,  and  the  mother  on 
October  15,  1894.  They  were  a  fine  old  couple  whom  everybody  respected 
and  admired  because  of  the  kindness,  generosity  and  hospitality  they  exer¬ 
cised. 

Franklin  Dewey,  of  this  review,  lived  on  a  farm  with  his  parents  until 
he  was  of  age,  When  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand  and  worked  in  that  capacity 
until  1862.  On  August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Third  Iowa 
Infantry,  and  served  until  the  regiment’s  term  of  enlistment  expired  in  June, 
1864.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Holly  Springs,  Mississippi,  in  February, 
1863,  but  at  the  expiration  of  twelve  hours  he  was  recaptured  by  the  Federal 
troops.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  Fayette  Post 
No.  46,  at  Fayette.  Upon  his  return  from  the  army  he  moved  to  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  in  Center  township  which  he  had  bought  some 
time  previous,  and  he  lived  on  the  farm  until  May,  1877,  when  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  a  farm  of  ninety-two  acres  in  section  5,  Harlan  township,  where 
he  lives  at  present,  having  a  neat  and  well  improved  place. 

Mr.  Dewey  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  sought  office.  He  holds  mem¬ 
bership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  being  steward  and  trustee  of  the 
same,  also  class  leader. 

On  December  25,  1867,  Mr.  Dewey  married  Mary  F.  Hotchkiss,  who 
was  born  at  Oxford,  Chenango  county,  New  York,  February  7,  1848.  She 
was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  also  spent  four 
terms  at  the  Northern  Iowa  University,  being  a  teacher  for  a  number  of 
years.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Charles  W.  and  Maria  (Crandall)  Hotch- 
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kiss,  the  father  born  in  Smithfield,  New  York,  May  12,  1817,  and  the  mother 
born  in  Chenango  county,  that  state,  September  8,  1824.  They  moved  to 
DeKalb  county,  Illinois,  in  the  fall  of  1849,  where  they  lived  on  a  farm  until 
May,  1856,  when  they  drove  through  by  ox  teams  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
and  located  in  Center  township,  where  Mr.  Hotchkiss  entered  government 
land.  They  were  the  parents  of  four  children:  Mrs.  Franklin  Dewey; 
Charles  H.  lives  on  the  home  farm  in  Center  township;  Sarah  J.  is  the  wife  of 
William  H.  Sidler,  of  Oran  township,  Fayette  county;  Helen  M.  is  the  wife 
of  William  Cross  and  resides  in  Smithfield  township.  Mrs.  Hotchkiss  lives 
on  the  home  farm  with  her  son,  Charles  H.  Mr.  Hotchkiss  died  February  6, 
1904.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dewey  have  no  children. 


PHINEAS  C.  JAMES. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  is  a  leading  farmer  of  Scott  township  and 
one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  community  in  which  he  resides,  is  a 
native  of  Illinois,  born  at  Flatrock,  Ogle  county,  December  7,  1849.  Louis 
James,  his  father,  was  born  October  1,  1819,  in  Wales,  came  to  America  with 
his  parents  in  1831  and  settled  in  Ogle  county,  Illinois,  where  he  grew  to 
maturity,  received  a  limited  education  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  mer¬ 
chant.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  David  and  Ann  James,  were 
among  the  pioneers  of  Ogle  county,  where  they  spent  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  on  a  farm,  Louis  being  the  only  one  of  their  six  children  now  living. 

After  devoting  a  number  of  years  to  the  flour,  feed  and  milling  business 
in  his  native  state,  Louis  James  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  is  now 
spending  the  evening  of  his  life  in  the  town  of  Arlington,  where  he  is  well 
known  and  greatly  esteemed.  He  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety 
years  and  for  one  so  old  retains  possession  of  many  of  his  faculties,  physical 
and  mental,  being  quite  well  preserved,  with  a  memory  which  is  seldom  at 
fault  in  bringing  to  mind  facts  and  incidents  of  the  remote  past.  He  has  been 
thrice  married,  first  to  Harriett  Campbell,  some  time  after  whose  death  he 
chose  a  second  companion  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Car¬ 
penter. 

Prior  to  the  marriage  of  Mr.  James,  the  subject’s  mother  had  contracted 
a  matrimonial  alliance  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Lindsey,  by  whom 
she  had  three  children,  only  one  of  whom,  Mrs.  Mary  Wright,  widow  of  Hiram 
Wright,  of  Denver,  Colorado,  is  living.  Her  union  with  the  subject’s  father 
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resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  offspring,  namely:  John,  a  real  estate  dealer  in 
California;  Phineas  C,  of  this  review;  Ann,  wife  of  William  Feakes,  of 
Greene  county,  Iowa;  Henry  H.,  a  farmer  of  Scott  township,  Fayette  county; 
Louisa,  now  Airs.  William  Conkey,  of  Oelwein,  and  Alartha,  who  married 
Clifford  Hayes,  of  St.  Louis,  Alissouri,  she  being  deceased. 

I11  early  life  Phineas  C.  James  attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
county,  later  he  took  a  high  school  course  and  at  the  proper  time  began  life 
on  his  own  account,  choosing  for  his  vocation  the  ancient  and  honorable  call¬ 
ing  of  husbandry.  He  remained  in  the  state  of  his  birth  until  September, 
1896,  when  he  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  purchasing  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  in  section  22,  of  Scott  township,  which,  under  his  effective 
labors  and  good  management,  was  in  due  time  brought  to  a  high  state  of  tillage 
and  otherwise  well  improved.  In  connection  with  the  general  agriculture 
which  he  conducted  upon  quite  an  extensive  scale,  he  has  devoted  consider¬ 
able  attention  to  the  breeding  and  raising  of  live  stock,  and  today  there  are 
few  in  his  township  as  successful  as  he  in  this  important  and  remunerative 
branch  of  farming.  He  feeds  and  markets  every  year  a  large  number  of  cat¬ 
tle  and  hogs,  which  he  ships  to  Chicago  and  other  markets,  and  he  also  owns 
some  of  the  finest  dairy  stock  in  the  county  which  adds  much  to  the  liberal 
income  of  which  he  is  the  recipient. 

Air.  James,  in  1889,  erected  the  handsome  modern  dwelling  which  the 
family  now  occupy  and  which  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  attractive  country 
homes  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  the  year  following  added  still  further  to 
the  appearance  of  his  farm  by  erecting  a  large  and  commodious  barn  which  is 
admirably  adapted  to  the  various  purposes  it  is  intended  to  subserve.  His 
other  buildings  are  also  up  to  date  and  in  excellent  repair  and,  being  situated 
in  one  of  the  best  agricultural  districts  of  the  country,  with  an  abundance  of 
wood  for  all  practical  purposes,  the  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  which  he  now 
owns  in  point  of  fertility  and  productiveness  are  unexcelled  by  any  similar 
area  within  the  limits  of  the  county. 

Air.  James  is  an  enterprising  man  of  sound  intelligence  and  mature  judg¬ 
ment  and  since  moving  to  this  state  his  career  presents  a  series  of  successes 
such  as  few  attain.  He  keeps  almost  ahead  of  the  times  on  all  matters  per¬ 
taining  to  his  calling,  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  material  advancement  of 
the  township  and  counties  and,  like  all  enterprising  and  wide-awake  men,  is 
fully  informed  on  the  leading  questions  and  issues  before  the  public,  and,  as 
a  Republican,  he  wields  a  strong  influence  for  his  party  though  not  in  the 
direction  of  office  seekers. 

The  domestic  life  of  Air.  James  dates  from  the  year  1889,  when  he  was 
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happily  married  to  Mary  McMillan,  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  daughter  of 
Alexander  and  (Campbell)  McMillan,  who  immigrated  to  this  country 

when  Mrs.  James  was  a  child,  and  settled  in  Scott  township,  Fayette  county, 
where  in  due  time  both  passed  to  their  final  reward.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  have 
a  family  of  six  children,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Charles  J.,  Ethel  L., 
Floyd  L.,  Ella  M.,  Belle  M.  and  Edith  A.,  all  living  and  giving  great  promise 
of  futme  usefulness.  Mrs.  James  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  church  at  Stan¬ 
ley.  Although  not  identified  with  any  organization  himself,  Mr.  James  has 
gieat  lespect  for  the  church,  which  he  believes  to  be  a  powerful  agency  for 
good,  being  a  regular  attendant  of  the  one  to  which  his  wife  belongs  and  a 
liberal  contributor  to  its  support. 


W.  C.  STEWART,  V.  S. 


Although  a  young  man,  Dr.  W.  C.  Stewart  has  become  known  through¬ 
out  Fayette  county  as  one  of  the  leading  representatives  of  his  profession  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  He  comes  from  an  excellent  family  of  this  county, 
he  himself  being  a  native  of  the  same,  born  in  Harlan  township,  June  23, 
1881,  the  son  of  William  and  Stella  B.  (Ketchum)  Stewart,  the  former  a 
native  of  Ohio  and  the  latter  of  Indiana.  They  grew  to  maturity  and  were 
educated  in  their  respective  states,  and  they  came  west  in  1877,  having  mar- 
ned  m  the  East.  They  located  in  Windsor  township  where  they  purchased 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres;  a  few  years  later  they  sold  this  and 
purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Harlan  township  and  there  they 
still  leside,  carrying  on  general  farming  very  successfully,  having  made  rapid 
progress  since  coming  to  this  county.  William  Stewart  is  a  Prohibitionist 
and  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  always  taking  a  great  deal 
of  interest  in  whatever  tends  to  promote  the  moral  as  well  as  the  material 
good  of  the  county. 

Dr.  W.  C.  Stewart,  of  this  review,  is  the  fifth  child  of  a  family  of  six 
sons  and  one  daughter.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools,  later  attend- 
ing  the  high  schools  at  Maynard  and  Oelwein,  making  a  good  record  111  each. 
In  the  fall  of  1903  he  entered  the  veterinary  department  of  the  Iowa  State 
L  niversity  at  Ames,  from  which  he  was  graduated  with  a  very  creditable 
record  in  1907.  He  immediately  located  in  West  Union  and  until  November, 
I9°9,  he  maintained  his  office  in  the  Wimber  barn  and  from  there  success¬ 
fully  practiced  his  profession,  soon  becoming  widely  known  as  a  capable, 
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thoroughly  up-to-date  and  painstaking  veterinary  surgeon.  In  November, 
1909,  he  bought  the  old  store  barn  which  in  the  early  days  was  the  stable 
of  the  old  United  States  House,  and  here  he  has  established  a  veterinary 
hospital  and  is  doing  an  extensive  business,  which  is  constantly  increasing. 

On  October  16,  1907,  Doctor  Stewart  married  Clara  Myer,  the  daughter 
of  John  Myer,  a  well  known  citizen  of  Fayette  county,  where  Mrs.  Stewart 
was  reared  and  educated.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Eastern  Star,  and  the  former  belongs  to  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  also  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America;  he  also  belongs  to  the 
American  Veterinary  Association  and  the  Iowa  State  Veterinary  Association, 
taking  much  interest  in  the  affairs  of  each. 


SIMON  B.  O’NEILL. 

In  enumerating  the  progressive,  public-spirited  and  worthy  citizens 
of  Fayette  county,  who  are  deserving  of  specific  mention  in  a  work  of  the 
province  assigned  to  the  one  at  hand,  the  name  of  Simon  B.  O’Neill  should 
not  be  overlooked,  for  he  has  succeeded  in  forging  his  way  to  the  front  rank 
amid  discouraging  environment  while  yet  a  man  young  in  years.  He  is  a 
native  of  Illyria  township,  this  county,  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  on 
June  29,  1878,  and  he  is  the  son  of  John  and  Ellen  (McGuire)  O’Neill,  the 
former  a  native  of  Utica,  New  York,  and  the  latter  of  Iowa,  each  representa¬ 
tive  of  good  pioneer  families.  The  subject’s  paternal  grandparents,  Simon  and 
Mary  (Manahan)  O’Neill,  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  coming  from  that 
country  to  America  about  1859,  locating  at  Utica,  New  York.  The  grand¬ 
father  devoted  his  life  to  farming,  though  he  did  not  remain  long  in  the  state 
of  New  York  (three  or  four  years),  coming  to  Iowa  about  1868  or  1869, 
locating  in  Illyria  township,  Fayette  county,  where  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
on  which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death. 

The  father  of  Simon  B.  O'Neill  was  educated  in  the  public  schools  of 
Illyria  township,  remaining  on  his  father’s  farm  until  he  was  seventeen  or 
eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade,  which  he  has 
since  followed,  becoming  a  very  skilled  workman.  He  now  lives  in  West 
Union,  and  many  of  the  best  houses  and  business  blocks  in  this  locality  at¬ 
test  to  his  ability  as  a  carpenter  and  builder. 

Simon  B.  O’Neill  was  reared  and  educated  in  Illyria  township,  this 
county,  attending  the  common  schools  during  the  winter  months  and  assist- 
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ing  with  the  work  on  the  farm  during  the  crop  season.  He  has  always  pre¬ 
ferred  to  follow  farming,  although  he  learned  the  carpenter’s  trade  under 
his  father.  He  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  highly 
productive  and  well  improved  land  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  which  he 
purchased  in  1897,  and  he  has  made  this  place  his  home  with  the  exception 
of  one  or  two  years.  He  carries  on  general  farming  and  stock  raising  very 
successfully,  and  devotes  his  attention  to  feeding  cattle  for  the  market,  the 
“ins  and  outs"  of  which  he  well  understands  and  therefore  makes  it  a  paying 
business.  He  has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  home  and  is  well  fixed  to  enjoy 
life  as  well  as  lay  by  a  competency  for  his  declining  years.  He  also  followed 
threshing  for  about  nine  years  in  connection  with  farming  and  became  widely 
known  in  this  line  of  work. 

Mr.  O'Neill  was  married,  October  28,  1903,  to  Fannie  Boyle,  daughter 
of  William  and  Rosana  (Monahan)  Boyle,  both  born  in  Ireland,  but  who  came 
to  America  when  young  and  were  among  the  early  settlers  in  Fayette  county, 
Iowa,  where  they  soon  had  the  respect  of  all  their  neighbors.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  O'Neill  twTo  children  have  been  born,  Frances  Ellen  and  Francis  Joseph. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  O’Neill  are  members  of  the  Catholic  church  and  faithful 
attendants  upon  the  same.  Mr.  O’Neill  is  a  Democrat  politically,  and  he 
has  been  school  director  in  his  local  district,  though  he  has  never  aspired 
to  public  office. 


J.  W.  MILLER. 

Switzerland,  though  a  small  and  mountainous  country,  has  made  a  his¬ 
tory  highly  creditable  to  herself,  while  sending  out  her  sons  to  all  parts  of  the 
world  to  take  part  in  the  development  of  other  regions.  They  are  noted  for 
their  industrious  habits,  skill  in  the  trades  and  various  branches  of  manu¬ 
facture  and  also  in  farming  and  gardening,  especially  all  branches  of  dairy¬ 
ing.  Such  people  are  valuable  acquisitions  to  any  state,  but  they  were  especial¬ 
ly  desirable  in  the  Northwest  when  that  section  was  being  settled  and  needed 
skillful  farmers  and  dairymen.  Iowa,  which  is  naturally  adapted  to  the  dairy 
business,  found  need  for  all  immigrants  who  understand  the  business  and  she 
had  land  for  all  industrious  homeseekers  who  came  over  during  the  formative 
period.  Sprinkled  all  through  this  ideal  agricultural  state  will  be  found 
Scandinavian,  German  and  Swiss  farmers,  to  whose  energy  and  skill  is  due 
much  of  the  prosperity  now  common  to  the  people  of  this  great  common¬ 
wealth.  They  had  a  marvelous  faculty  of  acquiring  and  improving  land  and 
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many  of  the  best  farms  in  the  state  are  now  owned  by  men  who  crossed  the 
ocean  with  just  enough  means  to  get  to  their  destination.  The  present  genera¬ 
tion  is  reaping  the  benefits  of  the  toil  and  privation  of  their  emigrant  ances¬ 
tors  and  worthily  managing  the  properties  which  they  inherited.  This  sketch 
deals  with  a  representative  family  of  the  kind  above  described  and  a  few  bio¬ 
graphical  notes  concerning  them  will  be  found  of  interest. 

John  F.  Miller  was  born  in  canton  Bern,  Switzerland,  in  the  early  half 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  when  seventeen  years  old  decided  to  cast  his 
fortunes  with  the  great  republic  beyond  the  sea.  He  had  but  scanty  means, 
little  more  than  enough  to  pay  his  passage  over,  but  he  had  a  brave  heart  and 
an  ambition  to  succeed  that  usually  brings  success.  After  reaching  the  United 
States  he  made  his  ’way  directly  across  the  continent,  accompanied  by  a  brother 
named  Christian,  their  objective  point  being  Iowa.  Reaching  Fayette  county, 
the  two  brothers  decided  to  locate  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  which  “looked 
good”  to  them.  They  engaged  in  farm  work  and  by  industry  and  attention  to 
duty  in  time  “made  good.”  John  F.  was  not  long  in  securing  a  farm  of  his 
own,  which  he  cultivated  with  success  while  rearing  a  large  family.  He  mar¬ 
ried  Mary  Islie,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  who  came  to  this  county  with  her 
parents  when  five  years  of  age,  twelve  years  prior  to  the  arrival  of  her  future 
husband.  The  Islies  first  located  in  Ohio,  but  soon  located  in  Fayette  county 
on  a  farm  in  Pleasant  Valley  township.  They  had  ten  children,  devoted  all 
their  lives  to  farming,  belonged  to  the  Baptist  church  and  were  good  all- 
around  citizens  of  the  kind  that  build  up  communities. 

Among  the  ten  children  above  mentioned  was  J.  W.  Miller,  who  was 
born  on  the  homestead  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa, 
April  4,  1863.  He  obtained  the  usual  common  school  education,  but  from 
earliest  boyhood  was  trained  to  hard  work,  just  as  his  ancestors  had  been  for 
generations.  After  working  for  wages  for  some  years  he  eventually  acquired 
three  hundred  and  ten  acres  of  his  own  in  Pleasant  Valley  township,  which 
he  has  improved  and  cultivated.  He  devotes  himself  to  general  farming  and 
stock-raising  and  gives  up  his  whole  time  to  the  duties  called  for  by  the  busi¬ 
ness.  He  has  been  a  director  in  the  Clermont  Creamery  since  the  second  year 
after  its  organization  and  paid  considerable  attention  to  making  a  success  of 
the  business.  For  eight  years  he  served  as  assessor  of  the  township,  discharg¬ 
ing  his  duties  well  and  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  is  re¬ 
garded  as  a  reliable  man  in  all  the  duties  of  life  and  stands  well  in  his  com¬ 
munity.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the  Baptist  church  and  Mr.  Miller 
has  always  been  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party. 

On  November,  1884,  Mr.  Miller  married  Mary  Muchlenthoner,  a  native 
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of  Switzerland,  and  they  have  eleven  children,  Louisa,  Esther,  Mary,  Wesley, 
Hulda,  George,  Lilly,  Bennie,  Otto,  Florence  and  Ada.  They  live  quietly  and 
unostentatiously  in  a  neat  home  on  a  farm  that  is  well  managed  and  success¬ 
fully  cultivated. 


C.  L.  SHAFFER. 

The  real  estate  merchant,  though  often  maligned,  carries  on  a  business 
which  has  done  more  than  any  other  to  build  up  our  communities.  He  it  is 
who  locates  the  garden  spots  and  farming  paradises  and  brings  them  to  the 
attention  of  a  public  who  without  him  never  would  know  of  their  existence. 
He  locates  town  sites  in  the  midst  of  wild  prairie,  and,  lo  and  behold,  thanks 
to  this  modern  wizard  of  civilization,  soon  a  city  blossoms  like  the  rose,  grow¬ 
ing  as  it  were  over  night.  Mr.  Shaffer,  such  a  man,  has  gained  pecuniary 
success  as  a  portion  of  his  reward ;  as  another  portion,  he  has  the  consciousness 
of  the  happiness  of  many  people  placed  in  comfortable  homes  through  his 
efforts. 

C.  L.  Shaffer  was  born  near  Springfield,  Illinois,  May  16,  1855.  When 
he  was  nine  weeks  old  his  parents  came  west  to  Iowa  and  located  in  the  Big 
M  oods  in  Black  Hawk  county,  where  they  lived  until  1863,  when  they  moved 
to  West  Union,  where  C.  L.  Was  educated;  then,  in  1867,  they  moved  to  High¬ 
land  township,  Fayette  county.  Despite  the  severity  of  some  of  our  present 
winters,  the  winters  then  seem  to  have  been  even  colder.  In  the  winter  of 
1878  his  father’s  horses  strayed  away  from  home  and  were  lost  for  twenty- 
seven  days  in  the  exceptionally  deep  snow.  Mr.  Shaffer  remained  on  his 
father  s  farm  until  1876,  when  he  married  Maria  J.  Ogle,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  came  to  Fayette  county  at  a  very  early  age,  He  then  commenced 
farming  for  himself  in  the  same  township.  Ten  years  later  he  moved  to 
Richville,  where  he  was  interested  in  the  creamery  business,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  engaged  in  the  same  business  in  Fayette  county  at  Elgin.  In  1882  he 
was  in  Arlington,  Illinois,  where  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  his  house  and 
all  his  possessions  in  the  cyclone  of  June  nth.  From  Fayette  county  he 
moved  to  Alma,  Harlan  county,  Nebraska,  and  ran  a  hotel  there  for  six 
years,  then  returned  to  Fayette  county  and  again  took  up  farming,  this  time 
in  Illyria  township.  He  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  but  soon  sold  it  and 
went  in  partnership  with  J.  I.  Phillips,  of  Highland  township,  in  the  breeding 
of  Norman  and  German  coach  horses,  remaining  in  this  business  for  four 
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years,  then  formed  a  mercantile  partnership  with  S.  J.  Capper,  of  West  Elgin, 
with  whom  he  stayed  five  years,  retiring  to  enter  the  livery  business  in  Elgin. 
He  continued  this  for  a  year  and  a  half,  sold  out,  bought  a  hundred-acre  farm, 
lived  on  it  five  months,  then  returned  to  Elgin,  and  went  into  the  real  estate 
business,  carrying  on  operations  in  Texas,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  and 
this  part  of  Iowa. 

Mr.  Shaffer’s  wife  died  in  1906,  and  in  1908  he  married  Belle  Jaquette, 
who  was  born  in  Scott  county,  Iowa.  Her  parents  came  to  Clermont,  Fay¬ 
ette  county,  when  she  was  very  young.  Her  father  is  one  of  the  few  of  the 
old  stage  drivers  now  living.  He  farmed  in  Fayette  county  from  1862  with 
the  exception  of  a  few  years  spent  in  North  county,  until  recently.  For  the 
past  four  years  he  has  been  night  watchman  in  the  canning  factory  at  Elgin. 

While  Mr.  Shaffer  \vas  in  Nebraska  he  served  as  deputy  sheriff  one 
year.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  served  as  mayor  of  Elgin  six  years  to  general 
satisfaction,  and  then  resigned.  The  Odd  Fellows  and  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  claim  him  as  a  brother  in  their  organizations.  The  various  char¬ 
acters  of  the  occupations  which  he  has  followed  have  given  him  an  experience 
wider  than  the  average,  and  one  very  valuable  in  his  present  business,  in  which 
his  success  has  been  notable. 


WILLIAM  O.  SUMNER. 

This  representative  farmer  and  stock  raiser  and  for  a  number  of  years 
one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Scott  township,  is  a  native  of  Saratoga  county, 
New  York,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  January  31,  1837.  His  grandfather, 
James  Sumner,  married  Asenath  Alvord,  whose  birth  occurred  in  Middle- 
ton,  that  state,  December  26,  1783.  By  occupation  James  Sumner  was  a 
tanner  and  furrier,  which  trades  he  followed  in  Saratoga  county  for  a  number 
of  years,  later  iri  life  turning  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was 
for  many  years  a  deacon  in  the  Baptist  church  and  is  remembered  as  a  man 
of  fervent  piety  who  exemplified  his  Christian  faith  in  his  relations  with  his 
fellow  men.  Mrs.  Sumner  departed  this  life  January  1,  1862,  and  her  hus¬ 
band  on  February  26,  1864. 

James  and  Asenath  Sumner  were  the  parents  of  children  as  follows : 
24,  1806,  married,  October  13,  1831,  Richard  Sherman,  and  died  on  the  23d 
of  May,  1857;  Harriett  was  born  July  .23,  1810,  became  the  wife  of  S.  L. 
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Hazeldorn  on  the  19th  of  June,  1834,  and  died  May  4,  1885 ;  James,  father 
of  the  subject,  was  born  September  6,  1812,  married  Sophia  Hazeldorn,  of 
Saratoga  county,  New  York,  March  3,  1836,  she  having  been  born  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1807.  He  departed  this  life  August  30,  1886,  she  preceding 
him  to  the  grave  on  July  26,  1842;  Anna,  the  fifth  of  the  family,  was  born 
May  20,  1818,  married  on  August  23,  1843,  T-  L.  Gillette  and  was  called 
from  earth  on  the  8th  of  October,  1853;  William,  whose  birth  occurred  on 
the  2 1  st  of  March,  1820,  died  February  20,  1837;  Lucinda,  born  July  20, 
1822,  was  married  on  June  12,  1850,  to  H.  L.  Burr,  and  died  April  22,  1878; 
Asenath,  the  youngest  of  the  family,  was  born  December  8,  1824,  and  on  the 
7th  day  of  February,  1849,  became  the  wife  of  William  L.  Wait. 

Jonathan  Hazeldorn,  father  of  Mrs.  James  Sumner,  and  grandfather  of 
the  subject  of  this  review,  was  born  in  New  York,  October  7,  1770,  married 
on  December  3,  1792,  Abigail  York,  of  Shepardtown,  that  state,  and  died 
January  15,  1866,  she  having  died  on  May  31st  of  the  year  1857.  Their 
children,  eight  in  number,  were  as  follows :  Samuel,  born  September  2, 
1793,  was  married  to  Sylvia  Liggett  on  the  9th  of  November,  1820,  and  died 
April  3,  1853,  his  wife  departing  this  life  March  15,  1835;  Charlotte,  whose 
birth  occurred  on  June  31,  1795,  was  married  July  19,  1818,  to  S.  Bass  and 
died  March  15,  1835;  Thomas,  born  September  23,  1797,  was  married  Sep¬ 
tember  1,  1822,  to  Harriett  Pixley,  who  died  on  the  4th  day  of  April,  1853; 

John  was  born  November  30,  1800,  married,  July  12,  1827,  Mabel  M. - 

and  passed  from  earth  on  February  22,  1843;  Abigail  was  born  May  6. 
1803,  became  the  wife  of  James  Sumner  (subject’s  father)  on  April  27, 
1843,  and  departed  this  life  September  15,  1870;  Sophia  was  born  May  23, 
1807,  and  became  Mrs.  James  Sumner  on  the  3d  day  of  March,  1836,  this 
being  his  first  marriage.  Stephen  L.,  born  October  24,  1811,  was  married 
January  19,  1834,  to  Harriett  Sumner  and  died  September  24,  1892.  Dr. 
Thomas  York,  father  of  Abigail  York,  wife  of  Jonathan  Hazeldorn,  was  a 
surgeon  in  the  American  army  during  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  and  in 
addition  to  his  profession  also  baked  bread  for  the  regiment  with  which  he 
was  connected. 

James  Sumner,  father  of  William  O.,  as  already  stated,  was  a  native  of 
Fulton  county,  New  York.  He  early  became  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Saratoga 
county,  where  he  lived  until  1865,  when  he  moved  to  Orleans  county,  in  the 
same  state,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days.  His  first  wife,  as 
noted  in  a  preceding  paragraph,  was  Sophia  Hazeldorn,  after  whose  death 
he  married  her  older  sister,  Abigail.  The  latter  dying,  he  afterwards  chose 
a  third  wife  and  helpmeet  in  the  person  of  Sallie  Ann  Wild,  of  Orleans 
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county.  There  were  three  children  born  of  his  first  marriage,  William  O., 
of  this  sketch,  being  the  only  one  living.  James  Sumner  was  a  man  of  con¬ 
siderable  local  prominence  and  for  many  years  was  a  leader  of  the  Whig 
party  in  the  counties  of  Saratoga  and  Orleans  and  in  1860-61  served  in  the 
General  Assembly  of  New  York.  His  death,  already  mentioned,  was  felt 
as  a  personal  loss  by  all  who  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  his  acquaintance. 

William  C.  Sumner  was  reared  on  the  home  farm  and  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil  he  worked  in  a  saw-mill  during  his  youth,  his  father  having 
carried  on  the  manufacture  of  lumber  in  connection  with  agricultural  pur¬ 
suits.  After  receiving  an  elementary  education  in  the  schools  of  his  native 
county,  he  entered  the  Keystone  Academy,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for 
several  years,  obtaining  a  knowledge  of  the  higher  branches  of  learning'. 
On  attaining  his  majority  he  engaged  in  farming  in  Saratoga  county,  where 
he  lived  and  prospered  for  several  years,  subsequently  removing  to  the  county 
of  Orleans  where  he  continued  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  and  where  he  still 
owns  the  family  homestead,  a  beautiful  place  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres 
in  Shelby  township. 

In  March,  1869,  Mr.  Sumner  came  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  located 
on  section  33,  Scott  township,  where  he  secured  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  fine  land,  in  addition  to  which  he  also  purchased  an  eighty-acre  tract  in 
Buchanan  county,  owning  at  one  time  four  hundred  acres,  the  greater  part, 
of  which  he  reduced  to  cultivation  and  otherwise  improved.  Subsequently 
he  disposed  of  considerable  of  his  real  estate,  but  still  retains  two  hundred 
and  forty  acres  on  which  he  now  lives  and  which,  under  his  excellent  man¬ 
agement,  has  become  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  farms  in  the  county 
of  Fayette. 

Mr.  Sumner  was  married  in  Saratoga  county,  New  York,  in  1859,  to 
Atlanta  Manchester,  daughter  of  Aaron  and  Hannah  Manchester,  the  father 
a  prominent  agriculturist  of  that  county  and  for  many  years  a  justice  of  the 
peace  and  public  spirited  citizen.  He  died  in  1886,  aged  eighty-six  years, 
his  wife  surviving  him  until  1888,  when  she  was  called  to  the  unseen  world, 
after  reaching  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-eight  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sum¬ 
ner  have  one  daughter,  Alice,  widow  of  the  late  Charles  Winslow,  to  whom 
she  was  married  in  the  year  1888.  Mr.  Winslow,  a  civil  engineer  by  profes¬ 
sion,  was  for  a  number  of  years  in  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western 
Railroad  Company,  with  headquarters  at  St.  Paul,  Minnesota.  He  was  ac¬ 
complished  in  his  profession,  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  the  corporation  with 
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which  identified  and  his  accidental  death,  in  1906,  cast  a  gloom  over  the 
minds  of  all  who  knew  him. 

Since  the  year  1869  Mr.  Sumner  has  lived  on  his  prairie  farm  in  Scott 
township  and,  as  already  stated,  he  has  long  ranked  with  the  leading  men 
of  his  vocation  in  the  county.  He  is  public  spirited  in  all  the  term  implies, 
takes  an  active  interest  in  the  advancement  of  his  community  along  material 
and  other  lines  and  at  all  times  is  ready  to  lend  his  support  to  enterprises 
having  for  their  object  the  general  welfare  of  his  fellow  men.  In  politics  he 
is  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  but  aside  from  the  office  of 
assessor,  which  he  held  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  he  has  never  aspired  to 
public  position  or  leadership.  The  Baptist  church,  with  which  he  has  long- 
been  identified,  holds  his  religious  creed.  Mrs.  Sumner  also  belongs  to  tbe 
same  church  and  is  zealous  in  its  various  lines  of  religious  work. 


JOHN  H.  MILLER. 

Nothing  is  more  remarkable  than  the  recent  change  in  attitude  towards 
the  farmer.  There  was  a  time  when  the  word  farmer  was  a  term  of  re¬ 
proach,  the  farmer  boy  was  looked  upon  as  an  unsophisticated  greenhorn  and 
“rube”  jokes  were  quite  popular.  Now  the  city  dwellers  are  wishing  that 
they  owned  farms  and  envying  the  farmer's  lot,  the  farmer  boy  is  as  well 
dressed  and  as  well  educated  as  any  one,  has  lost  his  “rube”  appearance,  and 
can  generally  go  his  city  cousin  one  better  on  money  to  spend.  The  noble 
vocation  of  farming  is  again  gaining  the  respect  due  it,  which  for  a  time  was 
lost. 

John  H.  Miller  was  born  in  Wayne  county,  Ohio,  June  28,  1852,  the 
son  of  Henry  Miller,  originally  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mary  Miller,  originally 
of  New  York,  both  of  whom  came  to  Ohio  in  1842.  The  first  railroad 
reached  Wooster,  Ohio,  on  the  day  John  H.  was  born.  He  grew  up  on  the 
farm  eight  miles  from  Wooster,  and  in  1872  came  to  Eau  Claire,  Wisconsin, 
to  work  in  the  lumber  mills.  In  summer  he  ran  the  big  lumber  rafts  from 
Eau  Claire  to  Nabisha.  On  December  30,  1875,  he  was  married  to  Amanda 
Smith,  of  Durand,  Wisconsin,  a  town  where  his  own  home  had  been  while 
working  on  the  river.  In  the  spring  of  1876  he  came  to  this  county,  where 
his  brother,  William  Miller,  now  of  Waucoma,  had  preceded  him  two  years. 
He  rented  for  three  years  and  then  bought  the  farm  lying  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  Bethel  township.  He  started  on  a  small  farm  of  prairie  and  grub- 
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covered  land.  He  had  to  go  in  debt  for  every  cent  of  the  price  and  it  took 
years  to  pay  for  it.  He  left  it  in  1907,  coming  to  his  present  home  in  Eden 
township,  but  still  owns  the  old  place.  His  present  farm  contains  one  hun¬ 
ched  and  sixty  acres,  has  good  buildings  on  it,  and  is  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  of  the  neighborhood.  The  house  stands  on  a  ridge  in  the  midst  of  a 
fine  grove  of  ash  and  maple  trees,  all  set  out  by  the  owners.  The  house  has 
been  remodeled  by  Mr.  Miller  to  make  it  a  pleasant  home.  He  also  owns  a 
fifty-five-acre  farm  bordering  on  Crane  creek.  His  home  is  four  and  one- 
half  miles  from  Waucoma.  He  has  carried  on  general  farming,  and  has 
always  bred  good  grade  stock.  His  horses  are  Hambletonian,  coach  and 
Cleveland  bay,  and  he  has  bred  some  very  fine  individuals  of  all  these  breeds. 

Mr.  Miller  has  two  daughters,  Gertie,  the  wife  of  Guy  T rewin,  who  is 
farming  the  old  place,  a  nephew  of  Attorney  Trewin  at  Cedar  Rapids,  and 
the  mother  of  one  child,  Doris;  and  Ethel  J.,  a  stenographer,  graduate  of  a 
business  college,  living  at  home.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Democrat,  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  chuich  at  Alpha,  Crane  Creek  Lodge  No.  338,  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  at  Saurer  formerly,  but  of  Alpha  lodge  now,  and  of 
the  \\  aucoma  lodge  of  Masons,  while  he  and  his  wife  are  both  members  of 
the  Eastern  Star.  He  is  a  man  of  few  idiosyncrasies,  a  plain  man  who  at¬ 
tends  to  business  strictly,  and  by  so  doing  has  gained  a  competency. 


B.  R.  FRISBEE. 

Upon  the  roll  of  representative  citizens  and  prominent  and  influential 
business  men  of  a  past  generation  in  Fayette  county,  consistently  appears  the 
name  of  B.  R.  Frisbee,  who  was  a  resident  of  this  locality  for  a  number  of 
years,  during  'which  time  he  gradually  won  his  way  into  the  affections  of 
the  people,  for  he  possessed  those  sterling  qualities  of  character  which  com¬ 
mended  themselves  to  persons  of  intelligence  and  the  highest  morality,  so 
it  is  no  cause  for  wonder  that  he  achieved  so  high  a  position  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  all  with  whom  he  was  associated,  and  now  that  his  life  work  is 
closed  and  he  has  gone  to  his  reward  his  influence  still  pervades  the  lives  of 
his  old  associates  and  they  revere  his  memory. 

Mr.  Frisbee  was  born  in  Burlington  county,  Connecticut,  December  7, 
1830,  and  he  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  the  old  Nut¬ 
meg  state,  growing  to  maturity  there  and  remaining  at  home  until  he  reached 
manhood.  But,  being  imbued  with  the  western  idea,  he  followed  the  trend 
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of  emigration  setting  in  strongly  to  that  particular  portion  of  the  nation  in 
the  fifties,  and  in  1857  he  came  to  Freeport,  Illinois,  where  he  remained  until 
the  war  between  the  states  began,  when  he  showed  his  patriotism  and  his  love 
of  country  by  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  Volunteer  In¬ 
fantry,  in  which  he  served  faithfully  and  gallantly  for  a  period  of  three  years, 
after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment  receiving  an  honorable  dis¬ 
charge. 

Mr.  Frisbee  was  married  to  Drusilla  Clark  on  November  4,  1870.  She 
was  born  in  Manchester,  Iowa,  where  her  people  were  well  established  and 
prominent.  After  their  marriage  they  went  to  Freeport  where  they  lived 
until  1871,  when  they  moved  to  a  farm  in  Union  township,  Fayette  county, 
where  the  family  has  since  resided. 

Mr.  Frisbee  was  the  last  survivor  of  a  family  of  fourteen  children.  He 
worked  in  the  hammer  factory  while  living  at  Freeport,  and  also  sold  light¬ 
ning  rods.  He  prospered  as  a  farmer  and  owned  one  hundred  acres  in  one 
farm  and  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  where  he  first  lived.  He  there  put 
up  a  saw  mill  which  he  operated  with  much  success  for  a  number  of  years, 
although  there  were  several  other  mills  along  the  same  stream  where  his 
mill  was  located,  but  he  was  most  successful  as  a  general  farmer  and  he  laid 
by  an  ample  competency  for  his  family. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frisbee  the  following  children  were  born :  B.  O.  is 
an  engineer,  now  living  in  San  Francisco,  California;  E.  L.  married  Grace 
Randall  in  1896;  Aloe,  Howard  and  Edward. 

Mr.  Frisbee  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church,  of  which 
Mrs.  Frisbee  is  also  a  member.  In  his  youth  he  was  a  member  of  the  Inde¬ 
pendent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  an  active  and  influential  member  of  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  No  family  in  Fayette  county  is  held  in  higher 
regard  than  the  Frisbees. 


ANDREW  GILBERTSON. 

It  is  always  pleasant  and  profitable  to  contemplate  the  career  of  a  man 
who  has  made  a  success  of  life  and  won  the  honor  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens.  Such  is  the  record  of  the  well  known  farmer  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  than  whom  a  more  whole-souled  or  popular  man  it  would  be 
difficult  to  find  within  the  limits  of  the  township  where  he  has  his  home. 

Andrew  Gilbertson,  whose  attractive  and  productive  homestead  is  lo¬ 
cated  in  Clermont  township,  Fayette  county,  is  a  native  of  far-away  Norway, 
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where  his  birth  took  place  on  the  19th  day  of  September,  1866.  His  parents, 
Ole  and  Rachael  (Anderson)  Gilbertson,  were  also  natives  of  Norway,  the 
father  having  been  born  on  August  12,  1835,  and  the  mother  on  September 
4,  1837.  They  came  to  the  United  States  and  to  Fayette  county  in  1869  and 
settled  on  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  the  father  devoted  his  energies  with 
satisfactory  results.  As  he  prospered  he  added  to  his  landed  possessions 
until  he  became  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  ten  acres.  He  was  successful 
as  a  farmer  and  is  now  able  to  live  in  retirement  from  active  labor,  enjoying 
that  rest  which  he  has  so  richly  earned.  He  is  a  Republican  in  political  be¬ 
lief  and  he  and'  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  church.  They  became 
the  parents  of  three  children,  as  follows :  Julia,  who  died  at  the  age  of  six¬ 
teen  years ;  Gilbert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  years ;  and  Andrew,  the  im¬ 
mediate  subject  of  this  sketch. 

Andrew  Gilbertson  was  reared  under  the  parental  roof  and  secured  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  public  schools  of  this  country,  having  been 
an  infant  of  but  three  years  when  the  family  came  to  Fayette  county.  He 
early  in  boyhood  took  up  his  share  of  the  farm  work  and  he  has  never  de¬ 
parted  from  that  line  of  work,  having  had  the  discernment  to  foresee  the 
wonderful  possibilities  open  to  the  farmers  of  this  country.  He  has  given  care¬ 
ful  thought  and  intelligent  direction  to  his  efforts  and  his  labor  has  been 
abundantly  rewarded.  He  is  the  owner  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of 
land,  which  he  devotes  to  the  raising  of  all  the  crops  common  to  this  section 
of  the  country,  and  he  also,  with  good  results,  devotes  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  raising  of  livestock.  His  farm  is  characterized  by  improvements 
of  a  high  order,  including  a  comfortable  and  attractive  residence,  commodious 
barns  and"  other  necessary  outbuildings,  the  general  appearance  of  the  place 
indicating  the  owner  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment  and  excellent  taste. 

In  1897  Mu  Gilbertson  was  united  in  marriage  to  Sarah  Goth,  who  was 
born  in  Clayton  county,  this  state,  the  daughter  of  Halsten  and  Rachel  Goth. 
These  parents  were  early  settlers  of  this  part  of  the  state,  having  come  to 
Clayton  county  in  1853.  Her  father  died  in  Clermont  in  1909,  and  he  is 
survived  by  his  widow,  who  is  now  eighty  years  of  age.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Gilbertson  have  been  bora  four  children,  namely :  Rose,  Oscar,  Roy  and 
Helen. 

The  political  creed  embodied  in  the  platforms  of  the  Republican  party 
have  met  with  the  approval  of  Mr.  Gilbertson,  who  has  given  that  party  his 
support  ever  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  takes  a  keen  interest  in  public 
affairs,  though  not  a  seeker  after  public  office.  Religiously,  he  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Lutheran  church,  to  which  the  members  of  his  family  also 
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belong.  Public  spirited  and  progressive  in  his  views,  Mr.  Gilbertson  has 
ever  given  his  support  to  those  measures  which  have  promised  to  be  of  ma- 
tei  ial  benefit  to  the  community  and  he  is  justly  numbered  among  its  repre¬ 
sentative  citizens. 


MRS.  ANNIS  DAVIS. 

1  he  estimable  lady  whose  name  introduces  this  sketch  is  a  favorite  with 
a  wide  circle  of  friends  in  Fayette  county,  being  a  woman  of  high  ideals  and 
correct  principles,  and  a  representative  of  one  of  the  best  old  families  of  the 
county,  also  the  widow  of  a  well  remembered  and  highly  honored  citizen  of 
Bethel  township,  the  late  Lewis  H.  Davis.  She  was  born  in  January,  1851, 
in  Fremont  county,  Ohio,  and  is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Annie  (Glick) 
Morse,  the  fathei  a  sterling  New  Englander,  having  been  born  in  Vermont, 
March  14,  1802.  Emigrating  west,  he  located  in  Fairfield  county,  Ohio,  and 
there  he  married  Annie  Glick,  a  native  of  that  county.  In  1852  the  parents 
of  Alls.  Da\  is  mo\  ed  to  V  inneshiek  county,  Iowa,  being  among  the  pioneers 
of  that  locality.  The  country  was  wild  and  wolves  were  frequently  seen, 
and  an  occasional  lynx  added  its  quota  of  danger  to  the  hardships  of  life  in 
a  new  country.  Mr.  Morse  followed  farming  there  for  many  years  and  on 
the  old  homestead  in  Winneshiek  county  the  subject  grew  to  womanhood. 
She  assisted  with  the  manifold  duties  about  the  home  and  attended  the  neigh¬ 
boring  schools  during  her  girlhood  days. 

On  November  1,  1875,  Miss  Morse  and  Lewis  H.  Davis  were  married. 
He  was  then  a  resident  of  West  Union,  but  was  born  in  Shelby  county,  Ohio, 
in  1839.  He  was  the  son  of  Cornelius  and  Matilda  (Ferrow)  Davis.  His  an¬ 
cestors  came  from  Virginia  to  Ohio  in  an  early  day  and  there  Lewis  H. 
spent  his  childhood.  In  the  early  fifties  he  came  with  his  parents  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  and  grew  to  manhood  on  the  home  farm  a  mile  east  of  West 
Union.  He  attended  the  early  schools,  and  his  first  marriage  was  to  Minerva 
Van  Dorn,  whose  parents  lived  near  West  Union.  Two  children  were  born 
to  them,  Lydia  and  Florence  Davis ;  the  former  married  H.  L.  McCubbin 
and  lives  at  Reno,  Nevada;  the  latter  married  E.  S.  Butz  and  lives  in  South 
Adelaide,  Australia.  The  mother  of  these  children  dying,  Mr.  Davis  subse¬ 
quently  led  to  the  hymeneal  altar  Annis  Morse,  as  above  noted. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  continued  to  reside  on  his  farm  of  sixty  acres  near 
West  Union  about  fourteen  years.  This  place  was  sold  about  1889  and  they 
moved  three  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Fayette  where  Mr.  Davis  pur- 
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chased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  there  they  continued  to 
reside  for  a  period  of  fourteen  years,  developing  a  fine  farm  and  laying  by 
a  competency  through  good  management  and  hard  work.  They  then  moved 
into  a  neat  and  comfortable  dwelling  in  Auburn,  but  retained  the  farm. 
While  living  in  the  town  of  Auburn,  Mr.  Davis  was  called  to  his  reward  on 
September  9,  1906. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  the  parents  of  two  children,  Clarence  C.  and 
Alice.  The  daughter  went  to  Lemore  county,  California,  where  her  half- 
sister,  Mrs.  Lydia  McCubbin,  then  resided,  and  there  her  death  occurred  in 
1909,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years;  she  was  a  young  lady  of  much  promise. 

After  the  death  of  Lewis  H.  Davis,  Mrs.  Davis  and  her  son,  Clarence 
C,  a  young  man  of  excellent  business  qualifications,  made  their  home  with 
Peter  Snyder,  whose  sketch  appears  on  another  page  of  this  work,  and  the 
three  have  had  their  home  together  ever  since.  For  about  four  years  the  two 
families  had  their  joint  home  near  Arlington.  In  September,  1909,  when  Mr. 
Snyder  bought  a  farm  in  the  southeast  quarter  of  section  35,  Bethel  town¬ 
ship,  they  all  moved  there,  and  have  continued  to  make  this  attractive  vi¬ 
cinity  their  home. 


SAMUEL  R.  STIGGALL. 

Holding  worthy  prestige  among  the  enterprising  farmers  and  represen¬ 
tative  citizens  of  Jefferson  township  is  Samuel  R.  Stiggall,  who  was  born  in 
Erie,  Ohio,  in  October,  1854.  His  father,  Samuel  Stiggall,  was  a  native  of 
England,  'where  his  birth  occurred  in  the  year  1827,  and  his  mother,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Emily  Hamer,  was  born  in  1831  in  Dutchess  county,  New 
York.  The  father  was  brought  to  America  by  his  parents  When  two  years 
old  and  grew  up  in  Onondaga  county,  New  York,  where,  in  1848,  he  and 
Emily  Hamer  were  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock.  Two  years  later  they 
moved  to  Ohio  and  after  a  residence  of  two  years  in  that  state,  came  to  Iowa, 
locating,  in  1856,  in  Jefferson  township,  Fayette  county,  where  Mr.  Stiggall 
purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  subsequently  added  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  all  wild  and  in  the  condition  that  nature  had  made  it.  In 
due  time  he  reduced  the  greater  part  of  his  land  to  cultivation,  made  a  num¬ 
ber  of  valuable  improvements  and  it  was  not  long  until  he  was  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  farmers  and  public  spirited  men  of  the  township  in  which  he 
resided. 

Mr.  Stiggall  lived  on  the  above  farm  until  the  year  1897,  when  he  moved 
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to  Oelwein  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  honorable  retirement, 
departing  this  life  on  the  26th  of  May,  1909.  He  was  widely  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county,  took  an  active  interest  in  public  matters  and 
long  wielded  an  influence  for  the  Democratic  party  and  in  the  Baptist  church, 
of  which  for  many  years  he  had  been  a  worthy  and  devoted  member.  His 
wife,  who  is  still  living  in  Oelwein,  bore  him  eleven  children  whose  names  are 
as  follows:  Alary  is  married  and  lives  in  Jefferson  township;  Asa,  retired 
farmer,  resides  in  Fayette;  Samuel  R„  subject  of  this  sketch;  Rose  is  mar¬ 
ried  and  lives  in  Minnesota;  Walter,  a  farmer  of  Jefferson  township;  George, 
also  a  resident  of  that  township  and  a  farmer  by  occupation ;  Dora,  now  Mrs. 
James  Lawrence,  of  Cedar  Rapids;  Martha,  wife  of  Henry  Baltison,  of  Oel¬ 
wein  ;  Edwin,  a  farmer  of  Smithfield  township ;  Charles,  a  farmer  and  stock 
raiser  of  Buchanan  county,  this  state,  and  Della,  who  married  Ed  Fortner,  of 
the  county  of  Fayette. 

Die  eailv  life  of  Samuel  R.  Stiggall,  in  close  touch  with  nature  on  the 
farm,  was  conducive  to  a  well  developed  physique  and  he  grew  to  maturity 
stiong  of  body  and  with  a  well  defined  purpose  to  become  something  more 
than  a  mere  passive  factor  in  the  affairs  of  men.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  at  intervals  during  his  minority  and  remained  at  home  assisting  in  the 
cultivation  of  the  farm  until  twenty-four  years  of  age  when  he  married  and 
set  up  a  domestic  establishment  of  his  own,  choosing  for  his  wife  and  help¬ 
meet  Annie  Gardner,  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  to  whom  he  was  joined  in 
the  holy  bonds  of  matrimony  on  the  26th  day  of  October,  1881. 

Airs.  Stiggall’s  parents  were  Rufus  and  Elizabeth  Gardner,  natives  re¬ 
spectively  of  Delaware  county,  Iowa,  and  Dutchess  county,  New  York,  the 
mother  being  a  daughter  of  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Delaware  county  and 
a  veteran  of  the  Black  Hawk  war  and  the  war  of  the  Rebellion.  Rufus 
Gardner,  also  an  early  settler  of  Delaware  county,  moved  his  family  to  the 
county  of  Fayette  in  1880  and  settled  in  Oran  township,  but  later  changed  his 
residence  to  Buchanan  county,  thence  returned  to  Fayette  county  and  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  life  at  Oelwein,  where  his  death  occurred  on  April  17, 
1890,  his  widow  being  still  a  resident  of  that  city.  The  children  of  this 
estimable  couple,  four  in  number,  are  as  follows:  Annie,  wife  of  the  subject 
of  this  review;  Andrew,  a  railroad  man  with  headquarters  at  Minneapolis, 

Minnesota;  D - ,  a  resident  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and  an  employe  of  the 

Chicago  Great  A  estern  Railroad,  the  same  road  with  which  his  brother  is 
connected,  and  Blanche,  who  married  D.  E.  Taylor,  of  Clarksville,  Iowa. 

Immediately  after  his  marriage,  Air.  Stiggall  rented  a  farm  in  Jefferson 
township,  on  which  he  lived  during  the  three  years  ensuing,  and  later,  in  1892, 
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he  purchased  eighty  acres  in  section  30,  where  he  now  lives.  He  has  made 
many  improvements  on  his  farm,  erecting  a  commodious  barn  in  1896  and 
in  1905  built  the  beautiful  modern  dwelling  which  he  and  his  wife  now  occupy, 
besides  adding  to  the  attractiveness  and  value  of  his  home  in  many  other 
ways.  He  cultivates  the  soil  by  the  most  approved  methods,  is  progressive 
in  his  ideas  and  as  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  ranks  among  the  most  enterprising 
and  successful  of  his  compeers.  Mr.  Stiggall  is  a  well  informed  man  and 
aims  to  keep  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters  of  public  interest  and  in  touch 
with  the  leading  political  questions  and  issues  of  the  day.  In  his  political 
affiliations  he  is  a  stanch  and  unwavering  supporter  of  the  Republican  party 
and,  while  zealous  in  upholding  his  opinions,  his  ambition  has  never  led  him 
to  seek  office  at  the  hands  of  his  fellow  citizens.  He  is  held  in  high  esteem  in 
his  own  community  where  his  worth  has  long  been  recognized  and  appreciated, 
and  he  also  has  many  friends  elsewhere,  being  well  known  throughout  the 
county  and  enjoying  the  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  comes  into  contact. 


HERMAN  NEUMANN. 

Among  the  large  class  of  enterprising  Germans  who  have  cast  their  lot 
with  the  people  of  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  none  is  more  deserving  of  specific 
mention  than  Herman  Neumann,  and  few  have  benefited  themselves  or  their 
neighbors  more  than  he,  for  while  laboring  for  his  own  advancement  he  has 
never  been  neglectful  of  his  duties  to  others.  He  was  born  in  Germany  in 
1852,  the  son  of  Fred  and  Louise  Neumann.  The  father  spent  his  life  in  the 
fatherland,  but  the  mother  and  the  rest  of  the  family,  with  the  exception  of 
one  child,  came  to  America,  four  boys  and  an  equal  number  of  girls  coming 
to  our  shores:  The  family  located  in  Watertown,  Wisconsin,  where  they 
remained  three  years,  then  the  mother  and  Herman,  of  this  review,  moved  to 
Ft.  Atkinson,  where  they  lived  about  a  year;  then  they  lived  on  a  farm  near 
Eldorado,  that  state,  for  about  two  years,  then  purchased  sixty  acres  near  that 
city,  which  they  retained  for  two  years  and  then  bought  eighty  acres  in  Union 
township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  which  they  retained  for  about  six  years,  then 
rented  a  farm  four  miles  south  of  Hawkeye  where  they  lived  a  year,  then 
bought  sixty  acres  where  they  now  live.  Prospering  here,  ten  acres  were 
first  added  to  the  original,  then  forty-five,  and  a  second  forty-five,  now  owning 
over  a  quarter  section.  Mr.  Neumann  has  been  a  good  manager  and  has 
placed  all  the  improvements  on  his  farm  and  so  well  has  he  carried  on  general 
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farming  that  he  deserves  to  rank  with  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  town¬ 
ship.  He  handles  a  good  grade  of  stock  and  makes  farming  and  stock  rais¬ 
ing  pay,  no  matter  what  the  times  may  bring  forth.  He  has  a  substantial, 
pleasantly  located  and  nicely  furnished  home  and  everything  about  the  place 
shows  thrift  and  prosperity  and  that  a  gentleman  of  good  judgment  and  taste 
has  its  management  in  hand.  The  mother  of  Herman  Neumann  died  after 
coming  to  Fayette  county,  and  many  of  the  changes  in  location  were  made 
after  the  subject’s  marriage. 

Mr.  Neumann  was  married  in  1876  to  Margaret  Reisner,  who  was  born 
in  Wisconsin,  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Hawe)  Reisner,  both  born 
in  Germany,  from  which  country  they  came  to  America  and  located  in  Wis¬ 
consin.  When  Mrs.  Neumann  was  three  years  of  age  they  moved  to  Cler¬ 
mont  township,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs.  Reis¬ 
ner  is  still  living  on  a  farm  one  mile  west  of  West  Union. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Neumann  the  following  children  have  been 
born:  Martha  is  living  in  Kansas;  Louisa,  Emma,  Bertha,  Edward,  Lewis, 
Tilla,  Walter  and  Ella,  all  live  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa.  Particular  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  given  to  the  education  and  general  training  of  these  children. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neumann  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  church. 
They  are  highly  respected  people  of  this  township,  or  wherever  they  have  lived, 
being  hospitable,  kind,  friendly  and  honorable  in  all  their  relations  with  their 
neighbors. 


JAMES  SUMMER  SHERMAN. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Scott  township  and 
a  well  known  gentleman,  who  has  made  a  success  of  his  calling  and  who 
holds  a  large  place  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people  of  his  neighbor¬ 
hood.  He  is  a  native  of  Chautauqua  county,  New  York,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  the  3d  day  of  September,  1844,  being  the  second  of  two  children 
born  to  Richard  D.  and  Phoebe  (Summer)  Sherman,  both  of  that  county  and 
state,  the  father  a  tanner  and  shoemaker  by  occupation.  These  parents  grew 
up  and  married  in  the  above  county  and  some  time  after  the  birth  of  their 
children  they  moved  to  Geneva,  Ohio,  but,  not  being  satisfied  there,  returned 
to  New  York  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives 
near  their  native  place,  Mrs.  Sherman  dying  in  1856.  Subsequently  Mr. 
Sherman  married  Jane  Barney,  of  Chautauqua  county,  who  is  still  living,  his 
death  having  occurred  in  the  year  1889.  Mrs.  Lucy  Reed,  the  older  of  the 
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two  childien  bom  of  the  first  marriage,  is  deceased,  James  S.  of  this  review 
being  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  Richard  D.  Sherman  was  a  skillful  work¬ 
man,  1  eputable  citizen  and  had  a  large  number  of  friends  where  he  was  born 
and  grew  to  maturity.  Originally  a  Whig,  he  afterwards  became  a  Repub¬ 
lican  and  so  continued  to  the  end  of  his  days,  though  never  figuring  very 
actively  as  a  politician  nor  aspiring  to  official  position  or  leadership.  He  was 
a  worthy  communicant  of  the  Baptist  church  and  manifested  his  religious 
faith  in  his  daily  life  as  he  mingled  with  his  fellow  men. 

James  S.  Sherman  spent  his  childhood  and  youth  in  his  native  county, 
and  enjoyed  such  educational  advantages  as  the  public  schools  afforded.  He 
remained  with  his  father  until  about  thirteen  years  old,  when  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  for  several  years  thereafter  lived  with  William  Reed.  In 
1869  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Harriett  J.  Chase,  daughter  of  John 
Chase,  of  Fulton  county,  New  York,  and  the  same  year  came  to  Fayette 
county,  Iowa,  locating  in  Scott  township,  Where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
wild  land  which  he  at  once  proceeded  to  improve  and  which  in  due  time  he 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  converted  into  one  of  the  best  farms 
of  its  size  in  that  part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Sherman  s  first  residence  was  a  small  affair  of  the  most  primitive 
pattern,  but  as  prosperity  attended  him  he  subsequently  added  to  the  acreage 
of  his  farm  and  erected  the  fine,  modern  dwelling  which  the  family  now  oc¬ 
cupy,  also  a  commodious  barn  and  other  outbuildings,  his  place  at  this  time 
being  Well  improved,  and,  to  all  appearances,  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and 
desirable  homes  in  this  township.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Sherman  easily  ranks 
among  the  enterprising  and  successful  men  of  his  calling  in  Fayette  county, 
being  progressive  in  his  methods  and  fully  abreast  of  the  times  on  all  matters 
pertaining  to  agricultural  science.  He  raises  considerable  livestock,  devoting 
special  attention  to  the  finer  breeds  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs  and  seldom  fails 
to  realize  handsome  returns  from  both  branches  of  his  vocation.  In  politics 
he  is  pronounced  in  his  allegiance  to  the  Republican  party,  and  is  proud  of 
having  cast  his  first  presidential  ballot  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  is  firm  in  the 
belief  that  the  principles  which  he  advocates  are  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
American  people.  He  keeps  well  informed  on  the  questions  and  issues  of  the 
day  and,  though  by  no  means  an  office  seeker,  he  served  his  township  several 
years  as  trustee  and  made  an  honorable  record  as  a  public  servant.  Religious¬ 
ly,  he  belongs  to  the  Union  church  at  Stanley,  with  which  body  of  worshipers 
his  wife  was  also  identified. 

Mrs.  Sherman  departed  this  life  on  March  11,  1903,  leaving  besides  her 
husband  four  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  Lola,  the  oldest  of  the  number, 
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was  born  March  8,  1882,  married  Wilbur  H.  Clark,  and  is  the  mother  of  four 
offspring,  namely:  Carrie,  Harriett,  Annie  and  Dorris;  James,  the  second  of 
the  subject’s  children,  is  single  and  lives  at  home.  Ray  R.,  the  third  in  order 
of  birth,  married  Annie  Irvin  and  is  the  father  of  two  daughters,  who  answer 
to  the  names  of  Doiothy  and  Ruth.  He  is  cashier  of  the  Stanley  Exchange 
Bank  and  a  young  man  of  fine  business  ability.  Grace,  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  is  the  wife  of  Edward  Stinson  and  the  mother  of  one  son,  to  whom 
has  been  given  the  name  of  Gerald. 


JAMES  W.  JOHNSON. 

1  he  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  now  occupies  the  responsible  position  of 
general  round-house  foreman  at  Oelwein  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  rail¬ 
road.  has  during  his  comparatively  brief  residence  here  won  a  host  of  friends, 
who  admire  him  for  his  sterling  personal  qualities  and  his  genial  disposition. 
Mr.  Johnson  was  born  at  Marshalltown,  Iowa,  on  January  17,  1865,  and  is  a 
son  of  Wallace  and  Jane  (Thorpe)  Johnson,  who  were  people  of  respectabil¬ 
ity  and  prominence  in  their  community.  The  subject  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  secured  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of  Marshalltown, 
his  attendance  in  school  ceasing  with  the  completion  of  the  eighth  grade. 
Being  ambitious  to  start  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  he  then  became  an 
apprentice  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade,  and  in  order  that  he  might  make  as 
rapid  progress  as  possible  in  an  accurate  knowledge  of  his  trade  he  also  took 
a  full  course  in  the  International  Correspondence  School  of  Scranton,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  He  was  compelled,  of  course,  to  do  all  his  studying  at  night,  after 
the  hard  work  of  the  day,  but  he  was  dauntless  in  his  determination  and  in  due 
time  was  graduated  in  the  mechanical  course  and  received  his  diploma.  He 
continued  to  be  employed  in  the  shops  of  the  Iowa  Central  railroad  at  Mar¬ 
shalltown  more  than  eleven  years,  developing  into  an  expert  and  proficient 
workman.  On  February  1,  1897,  Mr.  Johnson  left  the  Iowa  Central  and 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  at  Des  Moines, 
where  he  accepted  the  position  of  round-house  foreman.  He  performed  the 
duties  of  this  position  in  an  eminently  satisfactory  manner  until  February  7. 
1907.  when  he  was  transferred  to  Oelwein  and  promoted  to  the  responsible 
position  of  general  round-house  foreman.  In  this  capacity  Mr.  Johnson  has 
charge  of  several  co-ordinate  departments,  each  of  which  is  in  personal  charge 
of  a  foreman,  and  Mr.  Johnson’s  position  is  one  of  great  responsibilitv  and 
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importance  to  the  service  of  the  road.  He  long  ago  demonstrated  mechanical 
ability  of  a  high  order  and  he  has  proven  equally  strong  in  an  executive  capac¬ 
ity,  everything  under  his  charge  moving  smoothly,  without  friction  and  in 
such  a  way  as  to  best  facilitate  the  purpose  in  view. 

On  December  24,  1889,  Mr.  Johnson  was  united  in  the  holy  bonds  of 
matrimony  with  Margaret  Shea,  who  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Michigan. 

She  is  the  daughter  of . . and  Mary  (Sullivan)  Shea  and  at  the  age  of 

about  five  years  she  accompanied  her  parents  on  their  removal  from  Michigan 
to  Oelwein,  where  they  now  reside.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  has 
been  a  most  happy  and  congenial  one  and  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two 
children,  Helen  and  Lyle. 

Fraternally  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  member  of  the  time-honored  order  of 
Freemasonry,  having  taken  the  Entered  Apprentice  degree  at  Des  Moines. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Benevolent  and  Protective  Order  of  Elks,  and  the 
Knights  of  the  Maccabees,  having  been  a  member  of  the  last-named  order  for 
the  past  thirteen  years.  Though  unostentatious  in  personal  demeanor,  Mr. 
Johnson  is  sociably  inclined  and  enjoys  the  companionship  of  his  friends, 
whom  he  numbers  by  the  score.  A  gentleman  in  the  truest  sense  of  the  word, 
he  has  so  ordered  his  life  as  to  earn  and  retain  the  sincere  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 


WILLIAM  JAMES  MAHONEY. 

Many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  prosperous  and  attractive  city  of  Oel¬ 
wein,  Fayette  county,  are  numbered  among  the  employes  of  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  railroad,  and  among  these  is  he  ’whose  name  appears  at  the  head  of 
this  brief  record.  Holding  a  busy  and  responsible  position,  he  has  so  served 
his  employing  interests  as  to  receive  the  highest  of  commendations  at  various 
times,  being  promoted  on  a  number  of  occasions. 

Mr.  Mahoney  is  a  native  of  the  state  of  Minnesota,  having  first  seen 
the  light  of  day  at  Austin,  that  state,  on  the  27th  day  of  November,  1879.  He 
is  a  son  of  Patrick  and  Margaret  Ellen  (Clifford)  Mahoney,  the  former  of 
whom  was  a  railroad  conductor  by  profession  and  a  highly  esteemed  man  in 
his  community.  The  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  days  at  Austin  and  at¬ 
tended  the  public  and  parochial  schools.  In  1890  the  family  moved  to  Oel¬ 
wein  and  here  the  subject  continued  his  educational  studies  in  the  public 
schools.  On  leaving  school,  he  went  to  work  as  call-boy  for  the  Chicago 
Great  Western  railroad,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he  went  to  work  as  a 
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freight  handler  in  the  freight  house.  He  was  so  occupied  about  a  year,  at 
the  end  of  which  time  he  became  night  yard  clerk  and  for  about  two  years  also 
served  as  night  ticket  agent.  He  was  then  promoted  to  the  position  of  day 
yard  clerk,  holding  this  position  about  a  year  and  a  half.  About  the  first  of 
the  year  1903  he  was  appointed  assistant  day  yard  master  of  the  yards  at 
Oelwein,  but  six  months  later  he  relinquished  that  position  and  during  the 
following  two  months  he  was  engaged  in  switching.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  was  made  night  yard  master,  and  in  September,  1903,  he  was  appointed 
general  yard  master,  which  position  he  new  holds.  He  is  prompt  and  effi¬ 
cient  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  this  position,  which  is  one  of  con¬ 
siderable  responsibility,  and  is  considered  one  of  the  best  employes  of  the 
Chicago  Great  Western  at  this  point. 

O11  July  6,  1904,  William  J.  Mahoney  was  united  in  marriage  to  Ger¬ 
trude  McGuire,  who  was  a  native  of  Fairbank,  this  state,  but  was  at  that  time 
living  in  Oelwein,  having  moved  there  in  childhood  with  her  parents,  Bernard 
and  Susan  (Smith)  McGuire.  To  the  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born 
two  children,  \\  illiam  Leo  and  Paul  Joseph.  Religiously  the  family  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Catholic  church,  to  which  they  render  an  earnest  and  liberal  sup¬ 
port.  Mr.  Mahoney  is  a  member  of  the  religious-fraternal  order,  Knights  of 
Columbus.  Personally,  Mr.  Mahoney  enjoys  an  enviable  standing  among 
those  w  ho  best  know  him,  his  personal  qualities  being  of  the  highest  order. 
Genial  in  disposition  and  courteous  in  manner,  he  easily  makes  friends  and  is 
popular  in  the  social  circles  in  which  he  moves. 


JOHN  F.  WILKINSON. 

Few  residents  of  Fayette  county  are  as  widely  known  and  favorably  re¬ 
garded  as  John  F.  Wilkinson,  proprietor  of  “Sunny  Side  Farm,”  Scott  town- 
slnp,  and  one  of  the  most  successful  stock  men  of  northeastern  kwva.  His 
fathei,  John  \\  ilkinson,  w^as  born  April  13,  1842,  grew  to  maturity  in  Fond 
du  Lac  county,  \\  isconsin,  and  came  to  Iowa  a  number  of  years  ago,  as  the 
representative  of  a  manufacturer  of  pumps  and  wind-mills,  in  connection  with 
which  business  he  also  carried  on  farming.  When  a  young'  man  he  married 
Adella  Cowles,  who  bore  him  three  children,  the  oldest  of  whom,  George  J„ 
was  horn  September,  1865,  and  died  in  the  year  1903.  Esther  died  at  the 
age  of  one  year,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being'  the  youngest  of  the  family. 
George  J.  Wilkinson  was  a  traveling  salesman  for  some  years  and  at  one 
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time  run  a  meat  market  in  Oelwein.  He  married  Mary  Badger,  by  whom  he 
had  two  daughters,  Lulu  and  Fern.  John  Wilkinson  departed  this  life  in 
February,  1872,  and  his  widow  subsequently  became  the  wife  of  Charles  E. 
Wilkinson,  of  Smithfield  township,  to  whom  she  bore  three  children.  Alma, 
now  Mrs.  Arthur  Loomis,  Carl  E.,  a  farmer  of  Smithfield  township,  and  a  son 
that  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Wilkinson  died  in  the  month  of  September,  1902, 
leaving  a  husband  and  the  two  children  mentioned  alone,  the  farmer  being  a 
resident  of  Smithfield  township  and  a  most  worthy  citizen. 

John  F.  Wilkinson  is  a  native  of  Iowa,  born  in  Fayette  county  on  the 
1 2th  day  of  January,  1871.  He  was  reared  amid  the  bracing  airs  and  whole¬ 
some  influences  of  the  country,  early  became  familiar  with  the  varied  labors 
of  the  farm,  and  in  the  public  schools  laid  the  foundation  of  an  educational 
discipline,  which,  supplemented  by  practical  knowledge  obtained  by  mingling 
with  his  fellow  men,  has  enabled  him  thus  far  to  discharge  the  duties  of  a  very 
active  and  successful  business  life.  He  remained  with  his  parents  until  1894, 
on  March  8th  of  which  year  he  was  happily  married  to  Jennie  May  Doughty, 
of  Smithfield  township,  and  immediately  thereafter  rented  a  farm  and  engaged 
in  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  for  himself. 

After  cultivating  the  soil  as  a  renter  for  a  period  of  six  years,  Mr.  Wilkin¬ 
son  purchased  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  Scott  township  where 
he  has  since  lived  and  prospered,  making  a  rapid  advancement  in  the  meantime 
and  bringing  his  place  to  a  high  state  of  tillage.  His  improvements,  including 
residence,  barn,  outbuildings,  fencing,  etc.,  are  up-to-date  and  in  first-class 
condition  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  there  is  not  a  finer  or  more  desir¬ 
able  home  in  the  township  than  the  one  he  owns  and  few  farms  in  the  county 
present  as  many  evidences  of  prosperity.  While  successful  as  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  better  known  as  a  stock  raiser,  which  branch  of  farm¬ 
ing  he  has  found  much  more  satisfactory  and  remunerative  than  the  raising 
of  grain.  He  is  an  expert  in  all  kinds  of  live  stock,  his  thoroughbred  Holstein 
cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs  being  among  the  finest  and  most  valuable  in 
the  northeastern  part  of  the  state,  and  he  also  gives  considerable  attention  to 
the  breeding  and  raising  of  draft  horses,  for  which  there  is  always  a  wide  de¬ 
mand  at  liberal  prices.  Like  a  number  of  other  enterprising  farmers,  he  is 
interested  in  dairying,  keeping  from  fifteen  to  twenty  excellent  milkers,  which 
add  very  materially  to  his  income,  and  in  the  matter  of  poultry  he  is  also 
abreast  of  the  times,  making  a  specialty  of  the  Plymouth  Rock  breed  which 
he  markets  every  year  in  large  numbers,  to  say  nothing  of  their  value  as  lay¬ 
ers. 

Mr.  Wilkinson  stands  for  modern  improvements  and  advancements  and 
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endeavors  to  realize  within  himself  his  high  ideal  of  progressive  American 
citizenship.  He  manifests  an  abiding  interest  in  all  public  enterprises,  takes  an 
active  part  in  promoting  measures  having  for  their  object  the  material,  social 
and  moral  good  of  the  community  and  is  a  firm  supporter  of  law  and  order 
in  all  the  terms  imply.  In  politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican  party  and  in 
religion  holds  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  creed. 


EMERY  FROST. 

In  studying  the  life  history  of  the  late  Emery  Frost,  long  a  well  known 
resident  and  popular  citizen  of  Maynard,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  we  find  many 
qualities  in  his  makeup  that  always  gain  definite  success  in  any  career  if 
propel ly  directed,  as  his  was  evidently  done,  which  resulted  in  a  life  of  good 
to  others  as  well  as  in  a  very  comfortable  competence  to  himself  and  family. 
And  fealty  to  facts  in  the  analyzation  of  the  character  of  a  citizen  of  the  type 
of  Mr.  Frost  is  all  that  is  required  to  make  a  biographical  sketch  interesting 
to  those  who  have  at  heart  the  good  name  of  the  community,  because  it  is  the 
honorable  reputation  of  the  man  of  standing  and  affairs,  more  than  any  other 
consideration  that  gives  stability  and  character  to  the  body  politic  and  makes 
the  true  worth  of  a  locality  revered  at  home  and  honored  abroad.  That  Mr. 
Frost  was  a  very  potent  factor  in  the  material  development  of  the  vicinity 
honored  so  long  by  his  citizenship,  cannot  lie  denied  by  those  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  situation  here,  for  he  was  ever  ready  to  do  his  full  share  in  the  work 
of  progress  and  his  support  could  always  be  depended  upon  in  any  move¬ 
ment  looking  to  the  good  of  his  town  and  county.  In  social  and  fraternal 
circles  he  was  highly  esteemed,  contributing  to  the  advancement  of  various 
interests  for  the  intellectual  improvement  and  moral  good  of  his  friends  and 
associates. 

Emery  Frost  was  born  of  sterling  New  England  stock  that  figured  more 
or  less  conspicuously  in  various  walks  of  life  in  the  old  Pine  Tree  state  for 
many  generations,  he  himself  having  first  seen  the  light  of  day  in  Eisbon 
Falls,  Maine,  on  April  7,  1850.  He  was  the  son  of  George  Denis  and  Deborah 
(Davis)  Frost,  the  father  born  at  Danville,  Maine,  January  21,  1801,  and  the 
mother  at  Lewiston,  that  state,  August  24,  1808.  The  latter  was  a  cousin  of 
the  mother  of  Senator  Frye,  also  a  cousin  of  the  mother  of  ex-Governor 
Garcelon,  both  of  Maine.  Mr.  Frost’s  ancestors  were  Ouakers  and  of  English 
descent.  His  parents  were  excellent  people  and  reared  their  son  in  a  whole- 
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some  home  atmosphere,  their  family  consisting  of  twelve  children,  Emery 
being  the  youngest;  all  are  now  deceased  with  the  exception  of  one  son  who 
‘is  still  living  on  the  old  farm  on  the  Androscoggin  river,  in  Maine.  Emery 
was  but  five  years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
started  for  the  West  to  begin  life  for  hirnself,  his  destination  being  Chicago, 
where  he  remained  three  years  with  his  brother,  W.  E.  Frost.  From  there  he 
came  to  West  Union,  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and  later,  in  the  fall  of  1873,  he 
came  to  Maynard,  this  county.  Here  he  opened  a  lumber-yard  in  partnership 
with  Charles  Woodard,  his  cousin.  To  this  business  hardware  was  added 
and  they  enjoyed  a  very  satisfactory  trade  in  both  lines,  later  organizing  the 
Maynard  Bank,  which  Was  a  most  successful  venture  and  continued  to  grow  in 
importance  and  prestige  under  the  wise  and  judicious  management  of  Mr. 
Frost,  who,  by  his  straightforward  dealings  and  exemplary  character  had  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  his  friends  and  patrons.  He  developed  marked 
business  ability  in  his  early  life  as  well  as  in  more  recent  years,  and  acquired 
a  handsome  competency,  a  beautiful  home  and  in  due  course  of  time  was  one 
of  the  most  substantial  and  leading  citizens  of  Maynard  and  vicinity. 

On  April  22,  1876,  was  solemnized  the  marriage  of  Emery  Frost  and 
Fannie  M.  Maynard,  daughter  of  Henry  Travis  Maynard,  long  an  influ¬ 
ential  and  progressive  citizen  of  this  county.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Frost  was 
known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Amelia  H.  Greene,  whose  grandfather  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  war  as  a  home  guard.  They  were  among  the  representa¬ 
tive  citizens  of  Maynard  and  highly  respected  by  all.  The  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Frost  was  graced  by  the  birth  of  two  children,  Mrs.  Orah  M.  Baker,  of 
Silver  City,  New  Mexico,  and  Robert  Emery  Frost,  who  resides  at  Fort  Shaw, 
Montana. 

Mr.  Frost  was,  in  1877,  made  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted 
Masons,  and  was  the  worshipful  master  of  Sunnyside  Lodge  at  Maynard  for  a 
number  of  years.  He  was  also  a  member  of  Langridge  Commandery, 
Knights  Templar,  of  West  Union,  Iowa.  Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  and 
he  took  an  active  part  in  local  political  affairs  and  held  many  offices  of  trust 
in  his  home  town  to  his  own  credit  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  public. 

This  excellent  citizen,  kind  husband  and  father  and  generous  neighbor 
and  loyal  friend  was  called  to  his  reward  on  Thursday,  May  20,  1909,  when 
a  little  over  fifty-nine  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Frost  was  a  man  of  strictest  business  integrity,  public  spirited  and 
always  honorable,  consequently  his  loss  Will  long  be  felt  by  his  community, 
but  the  good  he  did  will  long  continue  to  influence  and  bless  the  lives  of  those 
with  whom  he  came  into  contact. 

(93) 
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JACOB  ELLSWORTH  PALMER. 

Lor  some  years  a  resident  of  California,  but  a  native  of  Clinton  countv, 
Iowa,  the  subject  of  this  review  was  born  December  23,  1868,  and  is  descended 
paternally  from  English  ancestry  and  maternally  from  sterling  old  Quaker 
and  Dutch  stock  that  figured  in  the  early  history  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father, 
William  W.  Palmer,  the  son  of  an  English  immigrant  and  a  shoemaker  by 
trade,  was  a  native  of  Guernsey  county,  Ohio,  and  his  mother,  Susan  A. 
Palmer,  whose  father  served  as  a  drummer  in  the  war  of  1812,  was  horn  and 
reared  in  Virginia. 

Jacob  Ellsworth  Palmer  received  preliminary  education  in  the  public 
schools  of  the  city  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  went  to  Hawkeye,  where  an 
elder  brother  was  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  He  learned  the  busi¬ 
ness  in  due  time  and  later  succeeded  to  the  management  of  the  same  during 
the  six  years  his  brother  served  as  county  clerk.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  was  appointed  postmaster  of  Hawkeye,  which  position  he  held 
eight  years,  when  he  voluntarily  resigned  and  removed  to  Columbia  Heights, 
Minnesota,  where  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  trade.  Selling  out  after  a  year's 
experience,  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business  at  Mondola,  Illinois,  finally 
disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  place  and  moving  to  San  Jose,  California, 
where  after  six  months  sojourn  he  was  made  manager  of  a  stock  company 
store,  at  Campbell,  a  suburb  of  tbe  city,  which  position  he  still  holds. 

Mr.  Palmer  is  a  progressive,  wide-awake  business  man  and  has  proven 
eminently  capable  and  trustworthy  in  the  various  positions  with  which  from 
time  to  time  he  has  been  honored.  The  place  he  now  fills  is  one  of  great 
responsibility,  but  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  the  trust  in  an  able  and 
satisfactory  manner,  greatly  extending  the  business  and  adding  continuously 
to  the  publicity  and  popularity  of  the  establishment.  At  his  various  places  of 
residence  he  was  keenly  alive  to  the  interests  of  the  public,  took  an  active  part 
in  every  laudable  measure  for  the  advancement  of  the  community  and  exer¬ 
cised  an  influence  for  good  upon  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact.  While  at 
Hawkeye  he  served  two  years  as  secretary  of  the  free  library  of  that  city  and 
since  his  twenty-first  year  he  has  been  identified  with  the  Independent  Order 
of  Odd  Fellows,  in  which  he  has  passed  all  the  chairs  besides  holding  for  seven 
years  the  position  of  secretary  of  Camp  No.  3882,  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member.  In  1905  he  was  initiated  into  the 
Masonic  brotherhood  and  since  that  time  has  made  commendable  progress  in 
the  work  of  the  order,  manifesting  an  ardent  interest  in  all  that  concerns  the 
welfare  of  the  lodge  with  which  he  holds  membership,  at  intervals  being  hon¬ 
ored  with  important  official  trusts. 
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On  October  29,  1891,  Mr.  Palmer  contracted  a  matrimonial  alliance  with 
Myrtle  E.  Fitch,  of  West  Union,  Iowa,  eldest  living  daughter  of  G.  W.  and 
R.  A.  Fitch,  a  lady  of  intelligence  and  varied  culture,  whose  friends  are  as 
the  number  of  her  acquaintances.  Mrs.  Palmer  was  born  in  Fayette  county 
and  after  being  graduated  from  the  high  school  of  her  native  town  engaged 
in  teaching,  which  she  followed  for  several  years,  and  earned  an  honorable 
reputation  for  the  thoroughness  of  her  work,  also  for  her  popularity  with 
pupils  and  patrons.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer  are  the  parents  of  four  children, 
whose  names  and  dates  of  birth  are  as  follows :  Muriel  M.,  November  7, 
1893;  Redmond  Vane,  January  13,  1895;  George  Fitch,  April  13,  1897,  and 
Malcolm  William,  who  first  saw  the  light  of  day  on  March  11,  1903. 

In  his  religious  faith  Mr.  Palmer  is  a  Methodist  and  an  earnest  and  zeal¬ 
ous  worker  in  the  church  to  which  he  belongs.  His  wife  and  daughter,  also 
members  of  the  same  body,  are  likewise  interested  in  religious  and  charitable 
movements  and  are  highly  prized  in  the  local  congregation  with  which  identi¬ 
fied  and  do  all  within  their  power  to  promote  the  varied  interests  of  the  same, 
being  especially  valuable  in  the  choir  work  where  their  musical  talents  have 
long  been  recognized  and  appreciated. 


ALFRED  E.  THOMAS. 

Success  does  not  depend  so  much  upon  the  possession  of  talents  or  pow¬ 
ers  unusual  to  the  majority  of  mankind,  as  upon  the  exercise  of  those  qual¬ 
ities  which  are  common  to  all.  Hope  is  of  the  valley,  while  Effort  is  climbing 
the  mountain  side,  so  that  personal  advancement  comes  not  to  the  one  who 
hopes  alone  but  to  the  one  whose  hope  and  faith  are  those  of  definite  action. 
We  may  then  hold  in  high  regard  the  result  of  individual  accomplishment  and 
accord  due  credit  and  honor  to  the  man  who  has  won  success  by  worthy  means. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  holds  the  responsible  position  of  general  foreman 
of  the  machine  shops  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad  at  Oelwein,  and 
his  life  has  been  one  of  consecutive  effort  and  integrity  of  purpose,  while  his 
advancement  and  success  have  come  as  a  diametrical  result,  and  to  him  has 
not  been  denied  the  fullest  measure  of  confidence  and  esteem. 

Alfred  E.  Thomas  was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  November  6,  1862, 
and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Ann  (Harper)  Thomas.  These  worthy 
parents  were  natives  of  Belfast,  Ireland,  where  the  family  can  be  traced  back 
through  six  generations.  One  uncle  of  the  subject  is  now  pastor  of  the 
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largest  Methodist  church  in  Belfast.  William  and  Sarah  Thomas  came  to 
America  in  1845,  the  ocean  voyage  requiring  six  weeks,  and  on  their  arrival 
in  this  continent  they  located  on  a  farm  near  Toronto,  Canada,  where  the  sub¬ 
ject  was  born  and  reared.  He  received  his  education  in  the  public  schools 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  entered  the  shops  of  the  Credit  Valley 
railroad  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  machinist’s  trade.  That  road  was  after¬ 
wards  absorbed  by  the  Canadian  Pacific  railroad  and  he  remained  with  the 
new  road  ten  years.  His  apprenticeship  was  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  but 
he  spent  three  years  longer  there  as  a  machinist,  and  then  went  to  Detroit, 
Michigan,  where  for  nine  months  he  was  employed  in  the  shops  of  a  ship  yard. 
He  next  entered  the  Port  Huron  shops  of  the  Chicago  &  Grand  Trunk  rail¬ 
road,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  returned 
to  Toronto  and  again  entered  the  Canadian  Pacific  shops,  where  he  remained 
three  years  as  a  machinist.  In  1890  Mr.  Thomas  went  to  St.  Paul,  Minne¬ 
sota,  and  during  the  following  three  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  the  Chi- 
cago,  St.  Paul  &  Kansas  City  (now  the  Chicago  Great  Western)  railroad. 
During  the  next  four  years  he  was  a  machinist  in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago, 
St.  Paul,  Minneapolis  &  Omaha,  at  St.  Paul,  and  in  1897  he  returned  to  the 
Chicago  Great  Western,  being  put  in  charge  of  night  work  in  their  shops  at 
St.  Paul.  In  the  spring  of  1899  the  Chicago  Great  Western  shops  at  Oelwein 
were  completed  and  he  was  sent  here  to  install  the  machinery  and  take  charge 
of  the  machine  shop.  He  occupied  this  position  three  years,  and  his  faith¬ 
fulness  and  efficiency  were  then  rewarded  by  promotion  to  the  responsible 
position  of  general  foreman  of  the  machine  shops,  which  position  he  now 
holds.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  most  thorough  machinist,  being  familiar  with  every 
detail  of  the  work,  and  in  his  capacity  as  a  superintendent  he  has  exhibited 
administrative  qualities  of  the  highest  order,  winning  the  frequent  commenda¬ 
tion  of  his  superiors.  He  has  a  large  number  of  men  under  him,  all  of  whom 
recognize  his  sterling  qualities  of  manhood  as  well  as  his  ability  as  a  mechanic. 

In  1885  Mr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage  with  Lizzie  Ankatell,  a 
native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  America  in  1870  with  her  parents,  James  and 
Eliza  Ann  (Steen)  Ankatell.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  have  been  born  two 
children.  The  eldest,  Percy  Wilfred,  who  is  a  machinist  in  the  railroad  shops 
at  Oelwein,  married  Edna  Hocking,  of  Oelwein,  though  born  in  Toronto, 
Canada,  and  they  have  one  child,  Mildred  Elizabeth.  The  youngest  child, 
Bessie,  is  the  wife  of  Charles  McLean,  of  Oelwein,  a  machinist  in  the  railroad 
shops,  and  they  have  two  children,  Doris  Elizabeth  and  Malcolm.  Fraternally 
Mr.  Thomas  is  a  member  of  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  Personally  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  man  of  marked 
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intelligence  and  gentlemanly  bearing,  and  in  the  circles  in  which  he  moves  he 
enjoys  the  highest  regard.  He  is  interested  in  the  community  and  gives  his 
support  to  every  movement  calculated  to  benefit  his  fellow  citizens. 


WALTER  P.  CHRYSLER. 

Practical  industry  wisely  and  vigorously  applied  never  fails  of  success. 
It  carries  a  man  onward  and  upward,  brings  out  his  individual  character  and 
acts  as  a  powerful  stimulus  to  the  efforts  of  others.  The  greatest  results  in 
life  are  often  attained  by  simple  means  and  the  exercise  of  the  ordinary  qual¬ 
ities  of  common  sense  and  perseverance.  The  every-day  life,  with  its  cares, 
necessities  and  duties,  affords  ample  opportunities  for  acquiring  experience 
of  the  best  kind  and  its  most  beaten  paths  provide  a  true  worker  with  abund¬ 
ant  scope  for  effort  and  self  improvement.  Among  the  energetic  and  success¬ 
ful  citizens  of  Oelwein,  none  holds  a  higher  position  in  the  regard  of  those 
who  know  him  than  does  Walter  P.  Chrysler,  superintendent  of  motive  power 
for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  railroad. 

Mr.  Chrysler  was  bora  in  Wamego,  Kansas,  April  2,  1871,  and  is  a  son 
of  Henry  and  Mary  (Breyman)  Chrysler.  Henry  Chrysler  was  a  locomotive 
engineer  on  the  old  Kansas  Pacific  (now  Union  Pacific)  railroad,  whose 
termini  were  Kansas  City  and  Denver,  though  at  that  time  Wamego  was  the 
western  end.  Mr.  Chrysler  was  on  construction  work  and  when  the  road  was 
completed  as  far  as  Ellis,  Kansas,  he  moved  to  that  point  and  remained  there 
until  the  subject  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  The  latter  received  his  pre¬ 
liminary  education  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  from  the  high  school  at 
the  age  of  seventeen  years. 

When  ready  to  take  up  the  active  duties  of  life,  'Walter  Chrysler  be¬ 
came  a  laborer  in  the  shops  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad.  Eight  months  later 
he  entered  the  machine  shops  as  an  apprentice,  serving  two  years  there  and 
completing  his  apprenticeship  at  Omaha,  Nebraska.  In  the  meantime  he  was 
attending  night  school  and  taking  a  course  in  mechanical  drawing  and  mechan¬ 
ical  engineering,  and  he  also  took  a  course  in  mechanical  and  electrical  engin¬ 
eering  from  the  International  Correspondence  Schools  of  Scranton,  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  in  which  course  he  was  graduated  and  granted  a  diploma.  Leaving 
the  Union  Pacific  he  went  to  Wellington,  Kansas,  and  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Santa  Fe  system  as  a  machinist,  but  eight  months  later  he  was  transferred 
to  the  general  shops  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  where  he  became  foreman  of  the 
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erecting  shops.  Two  years  later  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Rio  Grande 
Western  at  Salt  Lake  City.  He  entered  the  employ  of  this  road  as  a  machin¬ 
ist,  but  five  months  later  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  foreman  of  the 
roundhouse,  which  position  he  retained  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  accepted  the  position  of  general  foreman  for  the  Colorado  Southern,  at 
Trinidad,  Colorado,  where  he  remained  about  two  years.  He  then  went  to 
Childress,  Texas,  as  master  mechanic  for  the  Fort  Worth  &  Denver  City 
railroad,  which  position  he  retained  until  1906.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Oelwein  as  master  mechanic  in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago  Great  Western  rail¬ 
road,  and  on  December  21,  1907,  he  was  promoted  to  the  position  of  superin¬ 
tendent  of  motive  power  for  the  entire  system  of  that  road.  This  responsible 
position  he  is  now  filling  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his  superiors.  His  inti¬ 
mate  knowledge,  both  practical  and  theoretical,  of  mechanics,  admirably  quali¬ 
fies  him  for  almost  any  position  in  the  mechanical  department  of  a  great  rail¬ 
road  system  and  in  his  present  position  he  is  giving  the  best  of  satisfaction. 
The  duties  of  the  office  are  multitudinous  and  of  the  greatest  responsibility, 
but  Mr.  Chrysler  has  been  able  to  handle  the  operation  of  the  road  with  ease 
and  dispatch.  He  is  extremely  popular  with  both  his  superiors  and  the  men 
under  him,  who  recognize  his  sterling  qualities  and  his  practical  worth,  and 
in  the  community  no  citizen  stands  higher  in  popular  regard. 

On  June  4,  1900,  Mr.  Chrysler  was  married' to  Della  Forker,  who  was 
born  at  Ellis,  Kansas,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  George  Forker,  natives  of 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania.  To  the  subject  and  wife  have  been  born  three 
children,  Thelma,  Bernice  and  Walter  P.  In  politics  Mr.  Chrysler  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  but  is  not  an  aspirant  for  public  office,  though  he  takes  an  intelli¬ 
gent  interest  in  public  affairs.  Fraternally  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
order,  in  which  he  has  taken  the  Scottish-Rite  degrees  up  to  and  including  the 
thirty-second,  belonging  to  the  consistory  at  Salina,  Kansas.  He  is  also  a 
member  of  Isis  Temple,  Ancient  Arabic  Order  of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine, 
at  Salina.  The  Woodmen  of  the  World  also  claim  his  membership. 


WILLIAM  H.  STEWART. 

A  well  known  and  highly  respected  farmer  of  Harlan  township,  Fayette 
county,  is  William  H.  Stewart,  who  Was  born  at  Sidney,  Ohio,  December  3, 
1838,  and  he  was  educated  there  and  in  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  whither  he 
moved  when  a  boy.  He  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Golden)  Stew- 
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art,  both  natives' of  Cumberland  county,  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born  April 
10,  1801,  and  the  mother  in  1805.  They  were  married  in  Pennsylvania  and 
immediately  moved  to  Ohio,  locating  at  Dayton,  but  soon  afterwards  moved 
to  Sidney,  where  Mr.  Stewart  conducted  a  flour  mill.  He  was  a  millwright 
by  profession.  In  the  fall  of  1855  he  sold  out  and  drove  overland  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Windsor  township,  Fayette  county,  buying  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  and  on  this  he  lived  until  old  age,  when  he  sold  out  and  made 
his  home  with  his  daughter,  Mrs.  Gardner,  of  Hawkeye.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  two  of  \vhom  died  in  Ohio ;  the  others  were, 
Samuel  C.  went  to  California  when  seventeen  years  old  and  made  his  home 
there  until  his  death,  in  1908 ;  Mrs.  Martha  A.  Gardner  lives  at  Hawkeye  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Laura  Shales;  James  G.  was  county  treasurer  of  Fayette 
county  for  two  years;  he  died  on  January  21,  1899;  William  H.,  of  this  re¬ 
view. 

Henry  Stewart,  father  of  these  children,  was  a  Republican  and  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  church;  his  death  occurred  on  August  30,  1891;  Mrs. 
Stewart  died  on  January  13,  1886. 

William  H.  Stewart  lived  on  the  farm  with  his  parents  until  1864,  when 
he  married  and  conducted  his  parents’  farm  for  three  years,  when  he  bought 
a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Windsor  township  where  he  lived 
until  1877,  when  he  sold  and  bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  section  9, 
Harlan  township,  where  he  at  present  resides. 

Having  been  subject  to  rheumatism  in  his  younger  years,  Mr.  Stewart 
did  not  go  to  war  in  the  sixties,  but  remained  at  home  and  cared  for  his 
parents  while  his  brother,  James  G.,  served  throughout  the  conflict  in  the 
Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry,  having  enlisted  as  a  private,  but  was  promoted  to 
orderly  sergeant. 

William  H.  Stewart  is-  a  Republican,  but  has  never  aspired  to  public 
office.  He  holds  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

On  February  18,  1864,  Mr.  Stewart  married  Stella  B.  Ketchum,  who 
was  born  in  Dupage  county,  Illinois,  February  2,  1845,  an(i  was  the  daughter 
of  Edmond  R.  and  Jane  (Curry)  Ketchum,  natives  of  Orange  county,  New 
York.  At  the  time  of  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Hancock  county,  Illinois, 
where  they  lived  for  several  years  and  reared  children,  five  in  number,  when 
Mr.  Ketchum  sold  out  and  moved  to  Dupage  county,  where. two  more  children 
Were  born.  They  were  seven  in  all,  four  boys  and  three  girls,  namely :  Mary 
Roe,  Andrew  Jackson,  Phineas  Rice,  Eugene,  Amos  K.,  Stella  B.  and  Ellen 
Jane.  In  May,  1848,  Mrs.  Ketchum  died  and  in  1849  Mr.  Ketchum  mar¬ 
ried  a  second  time,  having  espoused  Mrs.  Jane  Winters.  To  this  union  were 
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born  two  children,  Flora  (Ketchum)  Burling  and  Josephine  (Ketchum) 
Moody.  In  the  year  1855  Mr.  Ketchum  sold  his  farm  in  Illinois  and  moved 
to  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  and  in  1857  moved  to  Fayette  county,  Iowa,  and 
located  on  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  Windsor  township. 
Selling  out  in  the  fall  of  1882,  Mr.  Ketchum  moved  to  Nebraska  and  entered  a 
claim  on  which  he  remained  a  few  years,  then  moved  to  Postville,  Allamakee 
county,  Iowa,  where  he  and  his  wife  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  Mr. 
Ketchum  died  April  16,  1895,  aged  eighty-two  years,  and  Mrs.  Ketchum  died 
in  February,  1899,  aged  eighty-six  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stewart  are  the  parents  of  eight  children,  namely:  Ed¬ 
mond  H„  born  November  21,  1867,  resides  in  Maynard  and  is  in  the  agri¬ 
cultural  implement  business;  Minnie  M.  died  in  infancy;  Mabel  J.  is  the  wife 
of  Arthur  Knight,  a  farmer  of  Harlan  township;  she  was  born  February  5, 
1^74>  Paul  P.,  born  January  1,  1877,  resides  in  Harlan  township  and  is  a 
successful  farmer;  Samuel  C.,  was  born  February  18,  1879,  and  is  also  a 
farmer;  Walter  C.,  who  is  a  veterinarian  at  West  Union,  was  born  June  28, 
1881 ;  Dale  B.,  born  September  24,  1883,  was  student  in  the  Ohio  State  Uni¬ 
versity  at  Columbus;  he  graduated  as  veterinary  surgeon  in  June,  1910;  Wes¬ 
ley  J.,  born  April  21,  1886,  lives  on  the  farm  with  his  parents. 


WILLARD  J.  AINSWORTH. 

Willard  Joseph  Ainsworth  was  born  in  West  Union,  Fayette  county. 
Iowa,  December  27,  1870.  He  is  the  fourth  son  of  Lucian  L.  and  Margaret 
E.  (McCool)  Ainsworth,  his  father  being  a  native  of  New  Woodstock,  New 
^  ork,  and  coming  to  Iowa  in  1855,  and  his  mother  coming  originally  from  the 
state  of  Pennsylvania. 

“Joe”  Ainsworth  was  one  of  a  family  of  five  children,  who  grew  up  to- 
gethei  and  were  educated  in  the  town  of  West  Union.  He  graduated  from 
the  West  Union  high  school  in  the  spring  of  1887  and  shortly  after  went  to 
New  Hampton  as  a  clerk  in  the  postoffice,  where  he  remained  about  a  year. 
In  September,  1888,  he  enrolled  as  a  freshman  in  U^pper  Iowa  University  at 
Fayette  and  completed  the  four-year  scientific  course  and  graduated  with 
credit  in  the  class  of  1891.  Soon  after  his  graduation  he  went  to  Oelwein 
where  he  read  law  with  George  H.  Phillips  and  practiced  some  in  justice 
courts.  In  the  winter  of  1892  he  was  made  a  committee  clerk  in  the  state 
Senate  at  Des  Moines  and  served  during  the  entire  session  of  the  twenty- 
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fourth  General  Assembly.  From  there  he  went  to  the  State  University  at 
Iowa  City  and  enrolled  in  the  spring  term  as  a  law  student.  He  applied  him¬ 
self  diligently  to  his  law  studies  and  in  June,  1893,  received  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Laws  and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  state  and  federal  courts. 
Coming  back  home,  he  at  once  became  the  junior  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Ainsworth,  Hobson  &  Ainsworth.  Mr.  Hobson  being  elected  judge  of  the 
district  court  in  the  fall  of  1895,  left  father  and  son  practicing  as  one  firm  in 
the  offices  over  the  postoffice. 

Shortly  after  his  father’s  death  in  April,  1902,  Mr.  Ainsworth  became 
senior  member  of  the  firm  of  Ainsworth,  Dykins  &  Estey,  from  which  Mr. 
Dykins  retired  in  December,  1903.  Mr.  Estey  retired  in  January,  1906.  Mr. 
Ainsworth  practiced  alone  until  January,  1908,  when  a  partnership  was  formed 
with  C.  B.  Hughes,  with  offices  over  the  Fayette  County  National  Bank,  and 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ainsworth  &  Hughes.  Mr.  Ainsworth  had  long  been 
local  attorney  for  the  Chicago  Great  Western  Railway  Company,  and  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  1908,  was  called  to  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  to  fill  the  position  of  assistant 
general  attorney  of  that  company,  and  in  charge  of  the  personal  injury  de¬ 
partment.  He  performed  the  arduous  duties  of  a  “railroad  lawyer”  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner  until  April,  1909,  when,  the  railway  company  being 
in  the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  its  future  somewhat  uncertain,  he  resigned  his 
position  and  moved  back  to  West  Union  to  enter  the  general  practice  in  the 
partnership  formed  in  1908.'  Upon  the  reorganization  of  the  Chicago  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  in  1909,  he  became  local  attorney  for  the  new 
company  and  holds  the  position  at  the  present  time.  During  his  legal  career, 
he  has  held  the  office  of  city  attorney  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
the  legal  member  of  the  commissioners  of  insanity  for  Fayette  county. 

As  a  lawyer,  measured  along  the  lines  of  natural  ability,  industry,  fear¬ 
lessness,  fairness  and  integrity,  Mr.  Ainsworth  now  stands  among  the  leaders 
of  the  Iowa  bar.  He  numbers  among  his  clients  many  of  the  stronger  financial 
interests  of  the  county  and  enjoys  to  a  marked  degree  the  good  will  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  large  number  of  people  to  whom  he  is  known.  As  a  counselor, 
he  is  careful,  conscientious,  thorough,  and  strives  to  discourage  litigation 
when  it  can  be  avoided.  In  the  trial  court,  he  adheres  closely  to  the  real  mer¬ 
its  of  his  cause  and  presents  the  issues  with  clearness  and  force.  It  should 
be  said,  however,  that  one  of  the  principal  reasons  for  his  success  as  a  lawyer, 
is  the  absolute  honesty  and  trustworthiness  in  his  private  and  professional 
life,  and  this  exceptional  quality,  added  to  his  natural  and  developed  talents, 
well  equips  him  for  an  increasing  success  and  a  useful  and  honored  career  in 
his  chosen  work. 
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Mr.  Ainsworth  has  given  considerable  attention  to  the  welfare  of  the 
Fayette  County  Savings  Bank,  having  served  on  its  board  of  directors  a  num¬ 
ber  of  years  and  now  holding  the  office  of  vice-president.  As  a  fraternalist 
he  has  given  much  time  and  is  a  member  of  Arbor  Vitae  Camp  No.  292,  Mod¬ 
ern  Woodmen  of  America,  and  of  West  Union  Lodge  No.  69,  Ancient  Free 
and  Accepted  Masons,  having  been  made  a  Master  Mason  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  and  filling  a  number  of  the  responsible  stations  in  the  lodge.  He 
is  a  member  of  Ansel  Humphrey  Chapter  No.  80,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Fay¬ 
ette,  and  affiliated  with  Langridge  Commandery  No.  47,  Knights  Templar,  at 
West  Union.  In  July,  1908,  he  became  a  noble  of  the  Ancient  Arabic  Order 
of  Nobles  of  the  Mystic  Shrine  in  Osman  Temple,  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  and 
a  Master  of  the  Royal  Secret  of  the  Thirty-second  Degree,  Ancient  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Scottish  Rite,  in  Zarephath  Consistory,  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  March, 
1910. 

Mr.  Ainsworth  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mabel  Thorne  at  Youngs¬ 
town,  Ohio,  on  November  30,  1899.  Mrs.  Ainsworth  was  born  and  educated 
in  Ohio  and  is  the  daughter  of  John  F.  and  Betsey  (Jacobs)  Thorne,  her 
father  being  a  soldier  of  the  Civil  war.  She  is  a  member  of  West  Union 
Chapter  No.  no,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star,  and  of  the  Daughters  of  the 
American  Revolution.  To  them  have  been  born  three  children,  Josephine, 
aged  ten  years,  Philip,  who  died  December  14,  1906,  at  the  age  of  six  months, 
and  Sallie  Belle,  born  August  30,  1909.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ainsworth  own  a 
beautiful  home  on  South  Vine  street  and  add  much  to  the  social,  civic,  and  liter¬ 
ary  life  of  the  city  in  which  they  reside. 


CHARLES  W.  DYKINS. 

This  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law  is  an  honorable  representative  of 
two  of  the  old  and  well  known  families  of  Fayette  county  and  dates  his  birth 
from  the  8th  day  of  November,  1873,  being  one  of  five  children  whose  parents, 
Charles  C.  and  Mary  Dykins,  were  among  the  early  pioneers  of  Auburn  and 
Eden  townships.  Charles  C.  Dykins  was  one  of  the  first  merchants  of  West 
Union,  also  a  leading  man  of  affairs  during  the  formative  period  of  this  part 
of  the  state,  but  having  accumulated  a  competency,  he  discontinued  business 
some  years  ago  and  is  now  living  a  life  of  retirement  in  that  town.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Strong,  was  reared  in  Auburn  township,  where 
her  parents  settled  as  early  as  1850  or  ’51,  having  been  among  the  first  comers 
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to  that  part  of  the  county  and  prominent  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  de¬ 
velopment  and  growth  of  the  locality  in  which  they  made  their  home. 

Of  the  five  children  born  to  Charles  C.  and  Mary  Dykins,  two  died  in 
infancy,  those  living  being  as  follows :  Albert  W.,  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
stock  raiser  residing  southwest  of  Ramona;  Nora  E.,  who  lives  'with  her  par¬ 
ents,  and  Charles  W.,  the  subject  of  this  review. 

The  early  life  of  Charles  W.  Dykins  on  the  family  homestead  in  Eden 
township  was  similar  in  most  respects  to  that  of  the  majority  of  lads  reared 
under  the  wholesome  influence  of  the  farm,  his  experience  including  labor  in 
the  fields  as  soon  as  old  enough  for  his  efforts  to  be  utilized  to  advantage, 
alternated  by  attendance  in  the  public  schools  of  Alpha  and  Waucoma  during 
the  fall  and  winter  months.  After  finishing  the  prescribed  branches  of  study, 
he  took  a  special  business  course  at  Poughkeepsie,  New  York,  following  which 
he  yielded  to  a  long-felt  desire  by  entering  the  law  department  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Iowa,  where  he  prepared  himself  for  the  legal  profession.  Mr. 
Dykins  Was  graduated  from  the  latter  institution  in  the  year  1898,  shortly 
after  which  he  became  a  partner  of  Hon.  S.  S.  Ainsworth,  of  West  Union, 
the  firm  thus  constituted  lasting  until  the  death  of  the  senior  member,  when  a 
new  partnership  was  established  by  the  subject  and  W.  J.  Ainsworth.  The 
latter  gentleman  retiring,  the  firm  became  known  as  Dykins  &  Estey,  under 
which  name  it  continued  until  December,  1904,  when  it  was  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent  and  since  that  time  Mr.  Dykins  has  been  alone  in  the  practice. 

While  well  grounded  in  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  and  successful  in 
all  phases  of  the  practice,  Mr.  Dykins  devotes  special  attention  to  abstract 
work,  land  titles,  etc.,  in  which  he  has  built  up  an  extensive  and  lucrative  busi¬ 
ness,  being  recognized  as  an  authority  on  all  matters  relating  to  real  estate 
as  well  as  a  safe  and  reliable  counsellor  in  other  branches  of  the  law.  His 
success  has  been  pronounced  and  although  among  the  younger  members  of 
the  Fayette  county  bar  he  has  a  large  clientele  and  is  now  one  of  the  financially 
solid  men  of  the  town  honored  by  his  citizenship.  He  has  a  commodious  and 
finely  equipped  office  in  the  large  business  block  which  he  owns. 

Since  engaging  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  he  has  applied  himself 
with  more  than  ordinary  diligence  and  assiduity,  while  his  thorough  knowl¬ 
edge  of  all  he  undertakes  and  loyalty  to  the  interests  of  his  clients  have  not 
only  redounded  greatly  to  his  financial  advantage,  but  have  gained  for  him 
much  more  than  local  repute  among  the  enterprising  and  successful  lawyers 
of  the  northeastern  part  of  the  state. 

Mr.  Dykins  takes  an  active  interest  in  secret  fraternal  work  and  is  an 
influential  member  of  several  societies  founded  upon  this  principle,  being 
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identified  with  Windsor  Lodge,  Ancient  Free  and  Accepted  Masons,  Unity 
Chapter,  Royal  Arch  Masons,  at  Elgin,  and  Langridge  Commandery,  Knights 
Templar,  at  West  Union,  and  the  Order  of  the  Eastern  Star  at  the  place  last 
named.  From  time  to  time  he  has  been  honored  With  important  offices  in  the 
above  organizations  and  in  his  relations  with  his  fellow  men  he  has  ever  tried 
to  exemplify  the  noble  principles  and  precepts  by  which  the  order  is  governed. 

A  reader,  a  thinker  and  an  intelligent  observer,  Mr.  Dykins  is  well  in¬ 
formed  on  the  leading  questions  of  the  day  and  keeps  fully  abreast  of  the 
times  on  all  matters  in  which  the  public  is  interested.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics  and  though  firmly  grounded  in  the  principles  of  his  party  and  a  judi¬ 
cious  adviser  in  its  councils,  he  cannot  be  termed  a  politician  nor  has  he  ever 
entered  the  arena  as  an  office-seeker  or  aspirant  for  leadership.  In  addition 
to  the  property  interests  in  West  Union  already  referred  to,  he  owns  one  of 
the  beautiful  and  attractive  homes  of  the  town  and  has  been  a  stockholder  in 
the  First  National  Bank  of  Hawkeye  ever  since  its  organization,  besides  own¬ 
ing  an  interest  in  one  of  the  largest  and  most  valuable  business  blocks  in  the 
latter  place. 

Mr.  Dykins’  home  is  presided  over  by  an  intelligent  and  accomplished 
lady,  to  whom  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  wedlock,  November  8,  1900, 
and  who,  prior  to  that  time,  bore  the  name  of  Fannie  L.  Ainsworth.  Mrs. 
Dykins  is  a  daughter  of  Dr.  E.  A.  Ainsworth,  of  West  Union,  and,  as  indi¬ 
cated  above,  possesses  many  sterling  qualities  of  mind  and  heart  and,  with 
her  husband,  manifests  a  lively  interest  in  the  social  life  of  the  town,  although 
of  domestic  tastes  and  a  lover  of  her  own  fireside.  The  home  of  this  estim¬ 
able  couple  has  been  gladdened  by  the  presence  of  one  child,  an  interesting  little 
daughter  who  answers  to  the  name  of  Dora,  and  who  bears  the  weight  of  her 
six  years  with  the  grace  and  dignity  becoming  one  who  realizes  her  importance 
as  an  influential  factor  in  the  domestic  circle. 


